D  v^vqVNir 


■^  1  ^ 


TIM'OTHT  BWI'I^HT    SoToIDo  X..IL0ID 


SERMONS ; 


BY 


TOIOTHY  DWIG^HT,  D.  D.  1.1..  D. 


LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 


VOLUME  I. 


NEW-HAVEN, 

PUBLISHED  BY  HEZEKIAH  HOWE  AND  DURRIE  AND  PBCK. 
1831. 


THE  NEW  YORK 

PUBUC  LIBRARY 

159453 

AaTOR,  LENOX  ANB 

TIU>CM  fOUN0AT1ON«> 

1899. 


t3iBtn'ct  of  Connecticut,  nn, 

P  .-i^  Be  it  remembered,  That  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  in  the  fifty- 
JIJ^.S*'!  second  year  of  the  Independence  of  tlie  United  States  of  America, 
t  ■--..is.iJ  TiMOTiiv  DuKjnr,  and  William  T.  Dwight,  of  said  District, 
Achninistrators  of  the  Ilev.  Ti.mothy  Dwight,  now  deceased,  and  late  of  the 
said  District,  have  deposited  in  this  oilicc,  tlie  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof 
they  claim  as  Administrators,  aforesaid,  and  proprietors,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit, — 

"  Sermons  by  Timotliy  Dwight,  D.  D.  LL.  D.  late  President  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, in  two  volumes." 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled,  "An 
act  for  the  encour-gement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts, 
and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein 
mentioned."  And  also  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled,  "  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies 
of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  autliors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  du- 
ring tlic  times  therein  mentioned,'  and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the 
arts  of  designing,  engravin',-.  and  etching  historical  and  other  prints.'' 

CHA'S  A.  INGERSOLL, 
Chrk  of  Ike  Dislricl  of  Connecticut. 
A  true  co]>y  of  Record,  examined  and  sealed  by  me, 

CHA'S  A.  INGERSOLL, 
•   •    ••,•••     •    •.    •     "'tl'I         Clerk  of  tlie  District  of  Connecticut. 


;.•.*.•:>::    : 


PREFACE. 


President  Dwight,  in  consequence  of  an  early  and  permanent  in- 
jury sustained  by  his  eyes  from  too  close  application  to  study,  was 
able,  during  no  part  of  his  ministerial  life,  to  rvrite  out  his  sermons 
with  his  own  hand.  A  few  of  his  earlier  discourses,  as  well  as  a  few 
others  prepared  for  occasions  of  peculiar  interest,  were  written  by 
the  aid  of  an  amanuensis;  but  almost  all  of  those,  which  he  preach- 
ed before  September,  1805,  were  delivered  either  extemporaneously, 
or  from  short  notes.  They  were  usually  prepared  in  his  own  mind 
when  walking,  or  riding,  or  working  in  his  garden ;  and,  if  written 
at  all,  were  drawn  out  in  the  form  of  a  brief  skeleton,  during  the 
hours  immediately  preceding  the  morning  and  afternoon  service  of 
the  Sabbath.  From  that  period  until  the  close  of  his  life,  the  Cor- 
poration of  Yale  College  enabledhim  to  employ  a  succession  of  aman- 
uenses ;  through  whose  aid  he  wrote  his  Theology,  his  Travels,  a 
considerable  number  of  Occasional  Sermons,  and  several  other  com- 
positions which  may  perhaps  be  published  hereafter. 

The  great  body  of  the  Discourses,  in  the  two  volumes  now  offered 
to  the  public,  were  originally  preached  at  Greenfield,  and  were  ulti- 
mately written  out  at  New  Haven.  The  author,  from  long  and  habit- 
ual attention  to  exactness  of  thought,  of  arrangement  and  of  language, 
was  accustomed  in  conversation,  in  the  desk,  and  while  dictating  to  an 
amanuensis,  to  present  the  conceptions  of  his  own  mind  in  a  form  and 
manner  so  finished,  as  to  need  usually  few  or  no  corrections  to  prepare 
them  for  the  press.  This  was  the  case  with  the  following  discourses 
— they  are  published  as  written  down,  with  scarce  an  alteration  either 

rom  the  author  or  the  editor. 
The  last  twelve  discourses  of  the  first  volume  are  Valedictory  Ser- 

')ons,  delivered  in  successive  years  to  the  members  of  the   Senior 
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Class,  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  their  collegiate  life — the  Sabbath  prece- 
ding the  public  commencement,  just  before  they  were  admitted  to 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Two  of  these,  on  The  Nature  and 
Danger  of  Infidel  Philosophy,  have  heretofore  been  published  both 
in  this  country  and  in  England.  A  third,  that  on  1  Cor.  ix.  24,  has  been 
extensively  regarded  as  one  of  the  fairest  models  of  pulpit  eloquence. 
Three  of  the  sermons  were  delivered  at  the  Ordination  of  diflferent 
clergymen.  That  on  The  Dignity  and  Excellency  of  the  Gospel,  was 
first  delivered  at  Milford,  in  1785,  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Lockwood.  At  that  time  a  manuscript  copy  of  it,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  author,  was  sent,  by  one  of  his  friends,  to  Cowper 
the  Poet.  It  is  the  sermon  of  which  he  speaks  in  Letter  137,  of  Hay- 
ley's  Life  of  Cowper.  The  sermon  on  Jer.  viii.  29,  entitled,  The 
Harvest  Past,  was  probably  the  most  useful,  and  by  many  perhaps 
will  be  regarded  as  the  most  eloquent,  of  his  discourses.  At  least 
four  or  five  extensive  revivals  of  religion  were  supposed  to  commence 
in  consequence  of  its  delivery. 

Should  these  two  volumes  be  favourably  received,  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  one  or  two  more  may  hereafter  be  published. 

New  Haven,  Sept.  29,  1827- 
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SERMOiV  1. 


SECRET  THINGS  BELONG  TO  GOD. 


DEUTERONOMY' 4xix.    29, 

The  secret  things  belong  to  the  Lord  our  God;  but  those  ihmgs 
which  are  revealed,  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children  for  ever, 
that  we  may  do  all  the  words  of  this  lazo. 

In  this  chapter,  Moses  solemnly  reminds  the  Israelites  of  the 
Avonderful  works,  which  they  had  seen  accomplished  by  the  hand 
of  God  ;  and  urges  them,  as  powerful  motives  to  faithful  obedi- 
ence. In  the  succeeding  paragraph  he  foretels  the  miserable  de- 
struction, which  would  follow  their  disobedience,  in  the  most  af- 
fecting language ;  and  thus  warns  them  not  to  disobey.  Both 
subjects,  he  knew,  would  naturally  excite,  in  their  minds  and  in 
those  of  their  posterity,  many  curious  inquiries  and  many  dan- 
gerous speculations,  concerning  the  designs  and  providence  of 
God.  In  the  text,  therefore,  he  prohibits  all  these  useless  and 
pernicious  wanderings  of  an  unsatisfied  and  too  inquisitive  mind ; 
and  the  doubts,  the  unbelief,  the  murmuring,  and  the  revolt,  to 
which  they  regularly  give  birth  in  sinful  men.  Secret  things,  he 
informs  them,  universally  belong  to  God ;  but  things  revealed, 
to  men. 

This  singular  and  important  declaration  of  Moses  is  not  less 
necessary  to  us,  than  it  was  to  the  Israelites ;  nor  are  we  less 
prone  than  they  were  to  the  vain  and  mischievous  investigations 
which  it  forbids.     We  may  therefore  well  employ  our  time  ia 
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considering  its  import,  and  in  endeavouring  to  bring  it  home  to 
our  hearts.  To  aid  those  who  hear  me  in  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  is  the  design  of  the  following  discourse. 

In  the  accomplishment  of  this  design  I  shall  attempt  to  show, 

\»  In  what  sense  secret  things  belong  to  God. 

2.  In  what  sense  things  revealed  belong  to  men. 

3.  The  End,  for  which  God  has  made  this  prescription  known  to 
mankind. 

1.  I  shall  attempt  to  show  the  import  of  the  declaration,  that  se- 
cret  things  belong  to  God. 

The  phrase  "  secret  things"  naturally  includes,  and  denotes, 
whatever  is  concealed  from  the  eye  of  man.  In  the  text,  how- 
ever, it  is,  by  being  opposed  to  things  revealed,  limited  to  a  nar- 
rower sense,  and  denotes  only  those  things,  which  might  be  expect- 
ed in  a  Revelation  from  God,  but  which  were  yet  withheld  by  design. 
They  are,  therefore,  such  things  as  respect  the  great  subjects  of 
revelation  ;  the  character  and  pleasure  of  God,  and  the  faith, 
duty,  and  salvation  of  man.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  all  things 
which  God  withholds,  he  withholds  of  design ;  neither  negligence 
nor  accident  being  applicable  to  him. 

Of  these  things  it  is  said,  that  they  belong  to  God*  By  this  is 
intended,  that,  having  retained  them  in  his  own  possession,  and 
not  communicated  them  to  mankind,  they  are  his  property  only. 
Whoever,  therefore,  attempts  to  intermeddle  with  them,  either 
by  making  them  objects  of  his  faith,  rules  of  his  duty,  or  means 
or  sources  of  his  salvation,  plainly  intrudes  into  his  possessions ; 
occupies  that,  which  God  has  purposely  withheld  from  him ;  and 
acts,  of  course,  not  in  conformity,  but  in  opposition,  to  the  di- 
vine will. 

2dly.  I  shall  attempt  to  show  what  is  intended  by  the  declaration, 
that  things  revealed  belong  to  men. 

By  tjiings  revealed  I  intend  whatever  is  communicated  in  the 
Scriptures,  whether  expressly,  or  by  fair  and  necessary  implication: 
The  things,  expressly  communicated  in  the  Scriptures,  are  those, 
which  are  contained  in  the  fair,  natural,  and  obvious  sense  of  the 
expressions  ;  the  sense,,  which  arises,  when  the  words  are  allow- 
ed to  speak  for  themselves,  what  they  most  naturally  mean ;  and 
aTe  not  strained  to  mean  more,  abridged  of  their  full  import  and 
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SO  made  to  mean  less,  nor  perverted  and  so  made  to  mean  some 
other  thing,  than  that,  which  is  conveyed  in  their  natural  mean- 
ing :  when  they  are  not  compelled  to  support  an  opinion  or  sys- 
tem, which  we  love,  or  to  oppose  one  which  we  hate  ;  but  are 
permitted  to  declare  what  God  intended  they  should  declare. 
This  meaning  will  usually  be  found  by  him,  who,  with  a  compe- 
tent knowledge  of  language,  and  a  willingness  to  receive  the 
truth  of  God,~  whatever  it  is,  comes  to  the  Bible  to  learn  what  is 
contained  in  it,  and  to  form  his  opinions  out  of  its  declarations  : 
but  will  be  very  often  missed  by  him,  who  resorts  to  it  to  gain 
support  for  a  preconceived  doctrine,  or  system. 

Things  revealed  are  further  those  very  things,  and  those  only^ 
which  are  declared  concerning  any  subject.  If  God  has  chosen  to 
reveal  any  doctrine  partially,  and  to  disclose  only  the  certain 
things  pertaining  to  it ;  then  these  are  the  only  revealed  things, 
which  concern  this  doctrine.  We,  perhaps,  may  imagine,  that 
other  things  are  necessary  to  finish  the  proper  scheme  of  this  doc- 
trine, and  to  make  it  more  rational,  consistent,  and  satisfactory  ; 
and  may  endeavour  to  supply  the  defect  by  eking  out  the  Reve- 
lation with  additional  opinions  of  our  own.  What  we  have  thus 
added  we  may  fondly  believe  to  be  a  proper  part  of  the  doctrine 
revealed.  But  nothing  can  be  more  delusive.  The  clay,  which 
we  endeavour  thus  to  unite  with  the  iron,  will  never  cohere  ;  but, 
however  ingeniously  moulded,  and  however  carefully  conjoined, 
will  still  be  clay,  brittle  and  perishing. 

With  regard  to  doctrines,  implied  in  Scriptural  expressions,  I 
shall  only  observe,  that  they  must  be  clearly,  and  certainly  implied. 
When  the  inference  is  clear  and  immediate,  or  evinced  by  a  very 
short  and  obvious  train  of  reasoning,  it  may  be  generally  receiv- 
ed with  safety  ;  but,  when  the  links  are  many,  and  the  chain  long, 
there  will  almost  always  be  danger.  Long  courses  of  even  mathe- 
matical reasoning  are  often  deceptive  :  how  much  more  exposed 
we  are  to  error  in  our  moral  reasonings,  I  need  not  explain. 

Things  revealed  are  said  in  the  text  to  belong  to  men.  By  this 
I  understand,  that  they  are  our  possession  and  property  ;  given  to 
us  by  God  for  our  use,  direction,  and  benefit.  They  are  intended 
to  be  tlie  objects  of  our  faith,  the  rules  of  our  duty,  and  the  means 
of  our  salvation.     These  are  the  ends,  for  which  the  Revelation, 
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ill  which  they  arc  contained,  declares  them  to  have  been  revealed. 
They  are  therefore  the  true  ends  ;  and  are  to  be  regarded  as 
such  in  all  our  conduct.  Whenever  they  are  pursued  by  ws,  we 
conform  to  the  will  of  God  :  whenever  they  are  neglected,  we 
disobey  it. 

As  the  things,  which  are  revealed,  are  the  rules  of  our  faith 
and  practice,  in  order  to  the  attainment  of  salvation  ;  so  they  are 
the  only  rules.  The  secret,  and  the  revealeu,  things  in  the  text 
include  all  things,  which  pertain  to  these  subjects.  But  the  text 
declares,  that  secret  things  belong  to  God,  and  therefore  not  to 
ns.  Things  revealed  are,  of  course,  the  only  things  with  which 
we  have  any  concern  ;  in  order  to  become  holy,  or  virtuous,  here, 
and  happy  hereafter.  There  is  no  other  character,  no  other 
pleasure,  of  God ;  there  are  no  other  objects  of  duty,  rules  of 
faith,  or  means  of  salvation  ;  with  which  we  have  any  concern. 
If  we  seek  for  others  ;  if  we  busy  ourselves  with  others  ;  we  shall 
not  obey  God,  but  disobey  him.  We  shall  not  become  more,  but 
less  wise,  virtuous,  useful,  and  happy.    . 

This  will  be  obviously  true,  if  we  consider, 

3dly.  The  End,  for  which  God  has  made  this  prescription  Icnown 
to  manhind. 

This  is  expressed  in  these  words,  "  that  we  may  do  all  the  words 
of  this  law  :"  as  if  Moses  had  said,  God  hath  withheld  all  unre- 
vealed  things  from  us,  and  given  to  us  all  revealed  things,  for  this 
great  End  ;  that  we  may  obey  his  holy  will,  made  known  to  us 
in  the  Scriptures. 

The  means  or  measures,  which  God  is  pleased  to  adopt  for  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purposes,  arc  always  the  wisest  and  best 
means  ;  and  such,  as  if  heartily  pursued  by  us,  will  prove  to  be  in 
the  most  perfect  manner  efficacious.  The  means,  which  he  has 
adopted  in  the  present  case,  are  to  withhold  some  things,  and  to 
reveal  others.  The  things  withheld  are  all  withheld  of  design, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  Infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
ness. The  things  revealed  were,  with  the  same  design,  and  with 
the  same  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  revealed.  Had  the 
things  withheld,  or,  as  they  are  called  in  the  text,  secret^  been  re- 
vealed 5  or  had  the  things  actually  revealed,  or  any  of  them, 
been  not  revealed,  or  revealed  in  any  other  manner;  our  situa- 
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tion,  so  far  as  our  laith,  duty  and  salvation,  are  concerned,  would 
have  been  less  advantageous,  desirable,  and  happy.  Had  we 
been  taught  more,  or  less  ;  or  been  taught  in  any  other  manner  ; 
we  should  not  have  obeyed  more  willingly,  or  perfectly ;  we 
should  not  have  adopted  a  sounder  creed,  or  a  better  life ;  we 
should  not  have  obtained  salvation  with  more  ease,  or  in  a  great- 
er number  of  instances  ;  but  should  in  all  these  respects  have 
been  more  exposed  to  folly,  to  sin,  and  to  ruin. 

Ever^  truth  or  doctrine,  which  we  know,  is  attended  or  follow- 
ed by  many  others,  connected  with  it  with  more  or  less  clear- 
ness, or  obscurity.  Each  of  these,  so  soon  as  known  by  us,  is  in 
the  like  manner  attended  or  followed  by  many  others.  Thus 
the  doctrines,  connected  in  one  manner  or  another  with  those, 
which  we  know,  are  multiplied,  to  a  degree  which  cannot  be 
measured,  faster  than  those,  which  we  have  already  known. 
Thus,  when  we  have  advanced  in  science,  of  any  kind,  a  small 
distance  only,  other  doctrines  and  inferences,  connected  with 
these,  arc  discerned  by  us  in  such  numbers,  as  bear  scarcely  any 
perceivab'e  proportion  to  the  few  which  we  clearly  understand. 
These  often  distract  us  by  their  multitude  ;  perplex  us  by  their 
obscurity;  discourage  us  by  the  difficulty,  which  attends  our  in- 
vestigation of  them ;  and  mislead  us  by  the  specious  but  unsound 
evidence,  with  which  alone  we  are  able  to  determine  their  reality, 
or  their  relations  to  the  doctrines  known.  Active  and  ingenious 
minds  are  apt  to  be  bewildered  by  the  mass  of  confusion,  thus 
presented  to  their  inquiry ;  while  those,  who  are  possessed  of  less 
energy,  desist  from  the  investigation  with  listiessness  and  despair. 
These  evils  arrest  every  man  busied  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge, 
when  his  capacity  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  things,  presented  to  him  for  investigation :  and  this,  after  a 
moderate  progress,  is  never  the  case  with  the  human  mind.  Our 
faculties,  we  know,  never  expand  beyond  a  certain  limit ;  differ- 
ing somewhat  in  different  men,  and  in  the  same  man  under  differ- 
ent advantages  ;  but  still  in  all  men  there  is  a  bound,  which  none 
can  pass.  But  the  things  to  be  known  are  literally  without  num- 
ber, or  degree  ;  and  the  things,  whose  existence  we  are  able  to 
perceive,  and  whosd  nature,  relations,  and  dependencies,  we  yet 
cannot  understand,  soon  multiply,  and  extend,  so  as  to  bear  no 


]  4  i  SECRET  THINGS  BELONG  TO  GOD.  [SER.  T. 

perceivable  proportion  to  the  extent  of  our  capacity.  Hence,  all 
men  of  enlarged  science  agree,  with  a  single  voice,  in  declaring, 
that  the  utmost  increase  of  human  knowledge  amounts  to  little 
more  than  to  know  how  few  Ihmgs  can  In-  know;i  by  us  :  a  deci- 
sion, necessarily  arising  from  the  disproportionate  increase  of 
things  to  be  known  beyond  that  of  our  capacity  to  know  them. 

From  these  observations  it  is. evident,  that  a  Revelation,  made 
fo  mankind,  must,  in  order  to  be  useful  to  them,  be  proportioned  in 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  things,  which  it  discloses,  to  the 
human  capacity.  Were  such  a  Revelation  written  for  children 
only,  it  must,  if  it  were  to  beof  any  use  to  them,  contain,  general- 
ly, such  things ;  so  few,  so  obvious,  and  written  in  some  such 
plain  manner,  as  the  songs,  which  Doct.  WallshdiS,  with  singular 
wisdom  and  felicity,  composed  for  persons  of  that  age.  As  the 
real  Revelation  is  designed  for  men,  it  must  in  a  similar  manner  be 
suited  to  their  capacity  ;  and  contain  such  things,  and  such  only, 
as  are  fitted  to  employ  and  enlighten  their  understandings,  influ- 
ence their  afi'ections,  and  direct  their  conduct,  in  the  happiest 
manner.  It  ought,  also,  to  communicate  such  things  only,  as  will 
be  useful  to  us;  such  as  will  promote  our  real  interest?;  and  not- 
such  as  would  awaken  or  gratify  that  idle  and  restless  curiosity, 
which  is  ever  wandering  in  search  of  pleasure,  and  ever  uninter- 
ested in  the  attainment  of  real  good.  I  cannot  avoid  remarking 
here,  that  the  Scriptures,  being  designed  for  persons  of  all  ages 
and  capacities,  are  formed  with  such  supreme  wisdom,  as  in  their 
different  parts  to  be  exactly  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  all ;  to 
enlighten  every  understanding  ;  to  move  every  heart ;  and  to  re- 
gulate every  life,  with  the  highest  advantage. 

In  a  Revelation  there  are  many  subjects,  whose  nature  and  ex- 
tent must  of  necessity  surpass  the  understanding,  not  only  of  man, 
but  of  every  finite  being.  Such,  for  example,  are  the  character 
and  pleasure  of  Gxl.  As  these  are  in  their  nature  and  extent  infi- 
nite ;  they  can  evider)tly  be  comprehended  only  by  the  Infinite 
Mind.  Yet  of  these  subjects  even  we  can  know  something  ;  and 
that  something  we  absolutel}  need  to  know.  God  has.  according- 
ly disclosed  to  us  several  things  concerning  them  in  the  Scrip- 
lures.  As  these  subjects  are  in  their  nature  and  coimectiou 
necessarily  mysterious  :  we  find  our  examinations  of  them  attend- 
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ed,  from  time  to  time,  with  difficulties  and  perplexities  ;  and  are 
apt  to  believe,  that,  if  more  had  been  disclosed,  our  difficulties 
and  perplexities  would  have  been  lessened.  This  is,  however,  an 
entire  mistake.  Had  mere  things  been  revealed  concerning  these 
subjects,  their  nature  would  have  seemed  more  vast,  their  con- 
nections more  numerous  ar.d  perplexing,  their  consequences  more 
difficult  and  doubtful,  and  their  mysteriousness,  more  absolute  and 
discouraging.  Our  minds,  therefore,  would  in  this  case  have  been 
less  satisfied  and  settled,  than  they  now  are  ;  and  the  influence  of 
this  part  of  Revelation  on  our  hearts  and  lives  would  have  been 
less  useful  and  happy.  In  our  present  situation  we  ar£  prone  to 
imagine,  that,  if  we  could  see  a  little  farther,  and  know  a  little 
more,  we  should  arrive  at  certain  boundaries,  where  satisfaction 
and  rest  would  be  obtained  ;  but  did  we  reflect  with  only  a  mode- 
rate degree  of  attention  and  candour,  we  should  perceive,  that  our 
adventures  in  knowledge  are  like  excursions  in  space  ;  where  the 
imagined  goal,  at  which  we  intend  to  stop,  retires  even  faster  than 
we  advance ;  and  will  continue  to  retire  forever.  Thus  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  case  it  seems  evident,  that  the  secret  things, 
referred  to  in  the  text,  are  wisely  withheld  from  us  by  our  Creator ; 
that  in  withholding  them  he  has  placed  us  in  a  better  situation  for 
obeying  all  the  words  of  his  law,  than  if  he  had  revealed  them  ; 
and  that  this  is  one  great,  and  not  improbably  the  principal,  rea- 
son, for  which  they  are  withheld. 

That  the  same  valuable  end  is  in  the  best  manner  promoted 
by  the  things,  which  are  revealed,  will  probably  be  rarely,  if  ever, 
questioned  by  any  man,  who  believes  in  the  existence  of  a  divine 
Revelation,  and  seriously  makes  the  Bible  the  object  of  his  study. 
I  shall  only  observe  on  this  part  of  t'.ie  subject,  that  he,  who,  with 
a  becoming  attention  and  an  honest  heart,  applies  himself  diligent- 
ly to  this  book,  will  never  want  a  perfect  rule  to  direct  him,  nor 
sufficient  motives  to  urge  him  to  every  part  of  his  duty. 

What  our  reason  thus  readily  perceives,  and  admits  ;  the  wis- 
dom and  goodness  of  God  establish  beyond  debate.  We  know 
that  he  designed  to  promote  the  good  of  mankind,  by  the  Revela- 
tion which  he  has  given  them.  That  he  perfectly  knew,  what  it 
would  be  best  to  reveal,  and  what  to  withhold,  will  not  be  doubt- 
ed ;  nor  that  he  was  perfectly  disposed  to  reveal  and  to  withhold 
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that,  and  that  only,  which  was  perfectly  fitted  to  place  them  in  the 
best  situation  to  understand  and  obey  his  will,  and  to  obtain  their 
own  salvation.  Of  course,  the  Revelation,  which  he  has  actually 
given,  IS  formed  in  the  best  manner  to  accomplish  these  great 
purposes. 

REMARKS. 

1 .  If  the  observations  which  have  been  made^  are  just ;  it  follows, 
that  the  Scriptures  are  a  perfect  Revelation,  and  are  ever  to  be  re- 
garded as  such  by  Mankind. 

By  this  I  intend,  that  they  contain,  to  use  the  language  of  St. 
Peter,  all  things  pertaining  to  life  and  godliness,  and  that  they 
contain  nothing  more.  Whatever  is  necessa?  y  or  useful  to  our 
faith  or  practice,  in  the  attainment  of  our  salvation,  is  found  in 
them  ;  and  nothing  which  is  not  useful.  Were  any  thing  omitted 
or  added,  they  would  be  less  useful,  and  our  situation  less  advan- 
tageous and  desirable  than  it  now  is.  God  disclosed  and  with- 
held, all  that  is  disclosed  and  withheld  in  them ;  and  that,  as  his 
infinite  wisdom  and  goodness  directed.  They  are  therefore  a 
perfect  Revelation  ;  and  nothing  is  to  be  added  to  them,  nor  ought 
diminished  from  them,  according  to  his  frequently  repeated  com- 
mands ;  commands  founded  wholly  upon  this,  their  absolute  per- 
fection. We  are  not  permitted  even  to  wish  for  such  additions 
or  diminutions.  Every  wish  of  this  nature  is  a  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  divine  will,  and  a  direct  impeachment  of  the  divine 
wisdom. 

These  observations  are  no  less  applicable  to  the  manner,  in 
which  the  Scriptures  are  written,  than  to  the  matter,  which  they 
contain.  The  manner,  so  far  as  it  affects  the  sense  of  what  is 
written,  was  equally  an  object  of  the  divine  attention  with  the 
matter;  and  is  equally  fitted  to  promote  the  good  designed.  The 
Scriptures  arc  written  for  mankind  at  large  ;  a  great  part  of  whom 
are  ignorant  of  science  and  philosophy,  and  of  the  language  of 
philosophers  ;  and  they  are  written,  therefore,  in  plain  and  popular 
language.  This  language  was  designed  to  be  understood,  in  the 
plain  and  poprdar  manner.  If  it  were  otherwise,  to  nine  tenths 
of  the  human  race  they  would  be  unintelligible.     From  this  mode 
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of   understanding  and  interpreting   the    Scriptures,  we   cannot 
be  excused ;    and  all    our  attempts   to  interpret  them   in    anv 
other  maaner,  are  a  mere  perversion.     Should  it  be  said,  in  an- 
swer to  these  observations,  that  the  different  writers  in  the  Scrip- 
tures were,  each  of  them,  plainly  left  to  his  own  mode  of  expres- 
sion, as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  they  express  themselves  in 
so  many  different  modes,  and  each  in  his  own  mode  :  I  reply, 
that  this  very  variety,  in  which  each  writer  adopted  his  own  style, 
is  a  part  of  the  perfection  specified.     Each  writer  spoke  his  own 
language  in  this  sense,  that  he  adopted  such  a  style  as  was  natural 
to  him  :  but  in  this  sense  he  spoke  the  language  of  God,  i.  e.  not 
the  words  which  man's  wisdom  taught,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
taught ;  that  he  used  in  his  own  style  such  words  as  express  the 
true  pleasure  of  God,  in  the  best  manner,  most  plainly,  most  exact- 
ly, most  forcibly.     In  both  these  things  combined  we  have,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  pleasure  of  God  most  perfectly  expressed,  and,  on  the 
other,  a  clear  proof  that  the  Scriptures  were  written  by  many 
hands  in  different  ages  and  circumstances ;  while  at  the  same 
time  they  exhibit  a  perfect  accordance  in  all  concerning  the  great 
truths  of  Revelation  :  an  advantage,  plainly  inestimable, 

2.  It  is  equally  evident^  that  it  is  the  great  interest  and  duty  of 
mankind  to  use  the  Scriptures  as  they  arc,  in  the  most  diligent  and 
faithful  manner  ;  that  the  great  ends,  for  which  they  were  intended, 
may  he  accomplished. 

Particularly  we  are  required  to  read  them  daily,  with  profound 
attention,  great  care,  and  unceasing  constancy  ;  that  we  may  learn 
their  import ;  that  we  may  understand  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner, learn  from  them  the  same  truths  and  precepts,  and  gain  by 
means  of  them  the  same  wisdom  and  excellence,  which  were  de- 
signed  by  their  Author.  To  this  employment  we  are  by  our  in- 
terest, as  truly  as  by  our  duty,  required  to  come  with  a  spirit  of 
entire  candour,  with  humble  submission,  with  a  willingness  that 
God  should  speak  in  his  own  manner,  and  the  very  things  which 
he  has  in  fact  spoken,  and  without  any  desire  or  design  to  make 
the  scriptures  speak  in  a  different  manner. 

The  things,  which  are  contained  in  the  scriptures,  are  partly 
truths  which  arc  the  objects  of  our  faith,  and  T^^ixiXy precepts  which 
are  rules  of  our  duty,  and  both  united  are  means  of  our  salvation, 

^■'OL.    I.  0 
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The  tri'ths,  contained  in  the  scriptures,  are  in  some  iiistances 
mysterious.     In  all   cases  of  this   nature  there  is   usually  some 
feet,  or  some  doctrine,  declared   concerning  a  subject  incapable 
of  being  investigated  by  us.     The  fact  or  doctrine,  thus  ileclared, 
brings  up  to  our  view  some  connection  with  some  other  facts  or 
doctrines,  more  or  less  obscurely    shadowed   forth  to  our  appre- 
hension.    But  the  nature  of  these  facts  or  doctrines,  and  the  con- 
nection between  them,  are  either  very  imperfectly,  or  not  at  all, 
understood.     Oftentimes,   the  nature  of  the  revealed  fact  it  is 
either   very  difficult  or  impossible    clearly  to  understand,  and, 
perhaps  always,  completely  to  comprehend.     In  such  a  case,  we 
naturally  wish  to  know  more  of  the  subject;  often  feel   dissatis- 
fied, that  no  more  is  revealed  ;  and  not  unfrequently  set  ourselves 
laboriously  to  work,  to  find  out  something  more  by  the  employ- 
ment of  our  own  faculties.     But  our  wishes  are  unbecoming,  our 
dissatisfaction  blameable,  and  our  labours  vain.     The  doctrine, 
or  fact,  revealed,   is  true  and  useful  5  more  useful   than  it  would 
he,  if  those  others,  which  we   wish  for,   had  been   revealed  also. 
It  is  not  all  the  truth  respecting  the   subject ;  but  it  is  all  which 
would  be  useful  to  us.     We  are   therefore  to  receive  it  in  this 
character,  and  entirely  to  acquiesce  in  the  existing  revelation,  as 
perfectly  wise  and  good.     Thus  it  is  declared,  that  Christ  is  God, 
the  true  God,  the  mighty  God,  Jehovah,  I  am ;  that  he  is  eter- 
nal. Omniscient,  Omnipresent,  Almighty,  and  Immutable ;  that  he 
created  all  things  visible  and  invisible,  that  he  upholds  all  things, 
that  he  governs  all  things ;  that  he  w'lW  judge  the  quick  and  the 
dead,  and  rewards  the  righteous  and  the  wicked^  that  all  things  are 
his  possession  arid  property  j  that  he  forgives  the  sins  of  men;  and 
that  he  ought  to  be,  and  is,  worshipped  and  honoured  by  angels  and 
men,  even  as  the  Father  is,  and  ought  to  he,  honoured.     All  these 
things  are  unquestionably  and  certaiidy  true,  and  true  in  the  ob- 
vious and  popular   sense   of  the   expressions  ;  as  being  written 
chiefly  for  those,  who  cannot  understand  the  expressions  in  any 
other  sense,  viz.  the  great  body  of  mankuid.     At  the  same  time, 
it  is  equally  true  and  certain,  that  Christ  is  in  some  respect  or 
other  distinct  from  the  Father,  because  he  says  of  himself/,  and 
to  and  of  the  Father  thou  and  he  ;  because  of  the  d  tferent  ap- 
pellations the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  because  he  is  frequently 
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styled  the  Angel  Jehovah,  or  Jehovah  the  messenger  ^  and  a 
messenger  cannot  exist  unless  sent  by  some  other  person.  Con- 
cerning this  vast  and  mysterious  subject  there  are  unquestionably 
many  other  things,  whicli  God,  if  he  had  thought  proper,  might 
have  revealed  ;  which  are  tr  h  ,  important,  and  inseparably  con- 
nected wit'i  these  ;  but  which  are  yet  not  revealed.  Something 
concerning  them,  and  their  relatioii  to  those  which  are  revealed, 
is  naturally,  perhaps  necessarily,  involved  in  the  existing  revela- 
tion ;  yet  so  obscurely,  that  we  are  not  able  to  fasten  on  the  un- 
revealed  things  with  either  knowledge  or  satisfaction.  Some 
men,  im[)atient  of  not  knowing  more  concerning  these  subjects, 
have  laboriously  endeavoured  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  the 
fertility  of  their  invention,  and  the  diligence  of  their  labours. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  have,  under  the  influence  of  the  same 
dissa'isfaction,  determined,  that  these  revealed  declarations  are 
not  true  ;  or  not  true  in  the  natural  and  proper  sense  of  the  ex- 
pressions ;  and  have  therefore  sedulously  applied  themselves  to 
find  out  some  other  sense,  in  which  they  might  be  true,  accord- 
ing to  their  apprehensions.  Both  have  in  my  view  acted  unhap- 
pily, and  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  prescription  in  the  text  ;  to 
true  wisdom  ;  and  to  the  real  ioterest  and  duty  of  man. 
That  Christ  is  God,  the  true  God.  the  Mighty  God,  Jehovah, 
I  am,  is  true  ;  because  he,  who  cannot  deceive  nor  be  de- 
ceived, has  said  so.  For  the  same  reason  it  is  true,  that  he  pos- 
sesses all  these  attributes  ;  that  he  has  done,  and  will  do,  all  these 
actions;  and  that  he  is  therefore  to  be  thus  worshipped  and  ho- 
noured. At  the  same  time,  it  is  equally  true,  that  he  is  distinct 
as  a  Son  from  the  Father ;  as  the  person  speaking  from  the  per- 
son spoken  to ;  and  as  the  Messenger  from  Him  that  sent  him; 
All  these  things  are  certain,  because  God  has  revealed  them ; 
and  they  will  stand  immutable  and  eternally  on  the  basis  of  the 
divine  veracity.  "  For  the  truth  of  the  Lord  endureth  forever." 
The  one  class  of  these  disputants  have  laboured  in  vain  to  shake 
these  truths;  and  the  other  fruitlessly  endeavoured  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  mankind  by  adding  to  them  inventions  and 
opinions  of  their  own.  In  spite  of  both,  the  doctrines,  as  they 
are  revealed,  have  hitherto  stood  in  the  great  body  of  Christian 
churches  from  the  beginning;  and  will  continue  to  stand.     Tn 
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this  manner  we  are  bound  to  receive  them  ;  viz.  just  as  they  are 
revealed. 

It  is  further  declared  in  the  Scriptures,  that,  Except  a  man  he 
horn  agtmi^  born  of  the  Spirit,  born  of  God ;  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God.  It  is  said,  also,  that  he  must  be  created 
anew,  in  righleousncss  and  true  holiness.  It  is  therefore  certain, 
that,  unless  we  are  born  again,  born  of  the  Spirit,  born  of  God, 
and  created  anew  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness  ;  we  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God.  In  other  words,  unless  a  change  be 
made  in  our  original  moral  character,  such  and  so  great  as  to  be 
naturally  and  Justly  designated  by  such  phrases,  as  being  horn 
again,  and  created  anew  ;  wc  shall  never  be  received  into  Hea- 
ven. 

It  is  further  revealed,  that,  not  by  zvorks  of  righteousness 
which  7ce  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  uSy  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  It  is  also  said,  that,  urdess  we  repent,  we  shall  perish. 
We  are  commanded  to  turn  to  the  Lord,  with  all  the  heart. 
The  people  ofLydda  and  Saron,  it  is  declared,  turned  to  the 
Lord.  We  arc  therefore  certain,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the 
author  of  the  renovation  of  mankind  ;  and  that  mankind  them- 
selves do,  at  the  same  time,  voluntarily  turn  to  the  Lord. 
Such  a  change  then,  as  Regeneration  or  Renovation,  exists 
in  man,  and  is  produced  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Gjiost; 
yet  man  is  as  truly  active  and  voluntary  in  this  change,  as  in 
any  other  conduct.  Many  questions  may  indeed  be  started  con- 
cerning the  nature  and  extent  of  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  our  renovation,  our  own  agency,  and  the  consistency  of 
these  doctrines;  which  may  perplex  the  authors  of  them  and 
their  readers,  and  which  may  never  be  answered  to  their  sa- 
tisfaction. Still  it  will  be  exactly  true,  and  highly  important  to 
us,  that  we  must  be  born  again  ;  and  that  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  exerted  in  coincidence  with  our  own  agency  ;  wheth- 
er we  ever  do,  or  do  not,  know  any  more  of  the  subject  than  Ni- 
codemus  himself  knew.  All  our  doubts,  therefore,  concerning 
these  subjects,  and  all  our  attempts  to  supply  any  supposed  de- 
ficiencies of  what  is  revealed  concerning  them  ;  will  be  misplaced 
and  vain,  if  not  pernicious. 
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That  our  hearts  are  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately 
7L'icked,  is  another  doctrine  concerning  human  nature ;  and  one 
which  is  remarkably  humiliating  and  painful.  But  it  is  still  true, 
and  therefore  useful  and  important ;  and  therefore,  also,  to  be 
impJicitlj  received. 

In  the  same  manner  all  precepts,  which  require  our  self-denial, 
are  humiliating  and  painful;  but  they  are  a  part  of  the  will  of 
God,  and  are  of  course  right  and  profitable,  and  to  be  fully 
obeyed. 

Nor  is  it  enough  that  we  believe,  or  obey,  these  doctrines  and 
precepts.  We  must  believe  them  ^grdially ;  because  they  are 
true,  and  right,  and  good,  and  a  part  of  the  perfect  will  of  God. 
They  arc  to  be  inwoven  with  our  daily  thoughts,  to  mingle  with 
all  our  affections,  to  become  ours  habitually,  to  be  ever  ready  for 
use,  an4  steadily  to  control  our  whole  course  of  conduct.  We 
are  always  cheerfully  to  believe,  and  cheerfully  to  obey. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  illustrate  this  part  of  the  subject  by 
an  induction  of  more  examples.     I  proceed  therefore  to  observe, 

3.  That  for  the  same  reasi  ns  xce  are  not  to  he  injlucnced,  either 
in,  our  faith  or  our  practice,  by  any  reference  to  secret  things,  or 
things  unrevealed. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  these  things  were  not  reveal- 
ed, for  the  very  same  reason  that  others  were  ;  viz.  that  we  might 
be  placed  in  the  very  best  situation  for  obtaining  eternal  life. 
For  this  purpose  all  the  proper  objects  of  our  faith,  and  all  the  ne- 
cessary and  useful  rules  of  our  practice,  are  made  known  to  us. 

Our  faith,  therefore,  will  be  perfect,  when  we  cordially  receive 
every  revealed  doctrine ;  and  our  practice,  when  we  obey  every 
revealed  precept.  Neither  would  be  perfect,  were  we  to  believe 
more  doctrines,  or  obey  more  precepts.  Whenever,  therefore, 
we  are  governed,  either  in  our  belief  or  our  conduct,  by  any  re- 
ference to  secret  or  unrevealed  things,  we  render  our  belief  less 
sound,  our  conduct  less  virtuous,  and  both  less  useful  to  ourselves, 
and  less  pieasing  to  God. 

Among  secret  things,  those,  which  are  usually  most  interesting 
and  most  perplexing,  respect,  in  some  manner  or  other,  the  ex- 
istence, character  and  pleasure  of  our  Maker ;  especially  as  con- 
nected with  our  hnal  allotment  in  the  world  to  come.     On  these. 
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therefore,  multitudes  of  volumes  have  been  written,  and  years  and 
ages  rotisii  ned  in  study,  fear  and  sorrow,  without  any  real  benefit, 
and  with  much  real  injury  to  mankind. 

It  is  declared  in  the  scriptures,  that  God  created  all  tkinsfs  for 
his  owi  pleasure  ;  that  his  cou<S'  I  sh  ill  stand  ;  and  that  he  zvill  do  all 
his  pleasure.  Accordingly  we  fi.id  God  predicting  a  vast  multitude 
of  events,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  years  before  their  accom- 
plishment. Among  these  are  multitudes,  inseparably  coimected 
with  and  dependent  on  the  free,  voluntary  actions  of  man  ;  and 
absolutely  dependent  on  thousands  and  millions  of  such  actions. 
Among  them,  also,  are  myiibers.  which  may  bo  considered  as 
events  of  primary  importance  to  the  providential  system  ;  events 
of  such  a  nature,  as  that,  if  they  had  not  taken  place,  the  whole 
system  must  have  been  disturbed,  and  become  either  chiefly  or 
entirely  a  ditfereat  thing  from  what  it  has  actually  been.  Of  this 
number  are  the  destruction  of  th(,'  Jewish  empire  by  Nebuchadnez- 
zar ;  the  deportation  of  that  people  to  Babylon  ;  their  re-es(ablish- 
ment  in  Judea ;  the  birth,  life,  crucifixion  and  resurrection  of 
Christ;  the  publication  of  the  Gospel;  the  introduction  of  the 
Gentiles  into  the  Church ;  and  the  final  dispersion  of  the  Jews  by 
the  Romans.  That  these  were  principal  facts  of  the  divine 
system  will  not  be  denied,  because  God  predicted  them,  as  such, 
long  before  they  existed.  That  they  were  accomplished  by  the 
voluntary  actions  of  men  will  no  more  be  denied.  The  purpose 
of  God,  therefore,  and  the  free,  voluntary  agency  of  man  ;  are 
perfectly  consistent  with  each  other,  because  truths  cannot  be 
inconsistent.  Yet,  since  men  have  not  been  able  to  explain  the 
nature  of  this  consistency  ;  a  thing  which  God  has  not  thought 
proper  to  reveal;  they  have  both  doubted,  and  denied  it;  and 
have  also  denied,  in  some  instances,  the  piir[tose  of  God.  and,  in 
others,  the  freedom  of  human  agency  ;  both  of  which  are  abund- 
antly declared,  and  insisted  on.  in  the  scriptures. 

It  is  declared  in  the  Scriptures,  that  Adam  apostatized  from  a 
state  (f  holiness  ;  and  that  his  posterity  have,  in  consequence  of  his 
apostasy,  sustaine-!  the  same  moral  character.  But  the  manner  and 
the  cause  of  this  apostasy  is,  to  say  the  most,  cither  not  at  all,  or 
very  imperfectly,  revealed.  Yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  many 
men.  of  no  small  reputation,  have  spent  more  time  in  attempting 
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to  er plain,  and  in  actually  perplexing,  this  subject,  than  in  gain- 
ing the  victory  over  sin,  performing  their  duty,  or  seeking  eternal 
life. 

The  conversion  of  the  soul  from  sin  to  holitiess  is  abundantly  de- 
clared in  the  scriptures.  But  ii  is  no  where  declared,  thai  the 
timf.^in  which  this  conversion  takes  place  in  any  mat'.,  shall  he  known 
to  him.  Of  course  this  time  is  not  by  the  Scriptures  made  an  ob- 
ject of  inquiry,  nor  is  it  at  all  concerned  with  our  faith  or  prac- 
tice. It  is  remarkable,  that  St.  Paul,  the  time  of  whose  conver- 
sion is  at  least  as  particularly  declared,  as  that  of  any  other  per- 
son mentioned  in  the  scriptures,  never  appef>ls  to  his  knowledge 
of  this  time,  as  the  foundation  of  his  confidence,  hope  or  comfort; 
but  to  entirely  other  evidence  ;  particularly  his  faithfulness  and 
zeal  in  the  service  of  God.  Yet  how  many,  who  call  themselves 
Christians,  insist  that  every  convert  must  of  c:ourse  know  the  time 
when  he  became  such;  and  demani!  an  account  of  this  time  as  the 
principal  and  indispensable  evidence  of  his  conversion.  And  how 
often,  and  how  unscripturally,  is  this  made  the  theme  of  public  and 
private  religious  inquiries. 

That  some  men  will  be  finally  condemned,  and  that  all  these  will 
he  then  possessed  of  the  character  of  final  impemtence  and  unbelief  ; 
are  doctrines  every  where  revealed  in  the  Gospel.  But  it  is  no 
where  revealed  to  any  person,  that  he  will  be  finally  impenitent 
and  finally  condemned ;  this  fact  is  therefore  to  every  man  a  se- 
cret thing;  and  belongs  to  Gitd  Oiily,  and  never  to  man.  That 
he  may  be  impenitent  in  the  end  and  therefore  condemned,  every 
man  unpossessed  of  the  Faith  of  assurance  ought  to  believe  ;  and, 
that,  if  impenitent,  he  will  be  condemned.  But  that  he  will  be 
impenitent,  no  man  is  warranted  to  believe  ;  because  it  is  not  re- 
vealed, and  because  he  is  not  warranted  to  distrust,  or  limit,  the 
mercy  of  God.  Hence  no  maii  is  bound,  or  can  be  bound,  to  re- 
sign himself  to  final  misery,  or  to  be  willing  to  perish.  We  arc 
require<l  to  be  resigned  to  the  wil!  of  God.  But  nothing  is  to  tis 
the  will  of  God,  except  that  which  he  makes  known  to  be  his  will. 
The  final  condem.nation  of  no  man  living  lias  been  made  known  to 
him  by  God,  This,  therefore  can  be  to  him  no  part  of  the  will  of 
God.  Of  course,  resignation  to  future  misery,  if  it  exist,  is  resig- 
nation to  mere  misery,  and  in  no  sense  resignation  to  the  will  of 
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God.     But  resignation  to  mere  misery  is  in  no  degree  virtuous, 
but  foolish  and  mad  bejond  description. 

Universally,  whatever  is  secret,  or  unrevealed,  is  to  us  nothing, 
and  to  be  wholly  unregarded.  It  is  nothing  as  an  object  of  belief, 
or  a  rule  of  conduct.  It  can  furnish  no  proof  of  any  doctrine,  and 
no  objection  against  it.  The  proof  of  every  doctrine  must  be 
found  in  something  which  we  know,  and  all  solid  objections 
against  it  must  be  derived  from  its  inconsistency  with  something 
which  we  know.  Nothing,  which  is  unknown,  can  ever  affect 
what  is  known :  nothing  unrevealed,  that  which  is  revealed. 
Our  true  wisdom  therefore,  our  real  duty,  our  rational  hopes  of 
salvation,  must  all  be  found  in  that  which  is  revealed;  and  in  a 
cordial  conformity  to  it  in  our  habits,  our  affections,  and  our 
lives. 


SERMON  IL 

GOD  TO  BE  BELIEVED  RATHER  THAN  MAN. 


RojiANS,  iii.  4. 
•—Let  God  he  true,  but  every  mem  a  liar. 

This  chapter  is  justly  considered  as  a  dialogue  between  St. 
Paul^  and  a  Jew  raising  up  a  series  of  ob.ections  to  the  doctrines, 
which  had  been  taught  in  the  preceding  chapter.  These  doctrines 
the  objector  supposes  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  tenour  of  the 
Abrahamic  covenant,  and  the  adoption  of  the  Jncish  nation  as  the 
peculiar  people  of  God.  hi  the  verse  preceding  the  text,  the  objec- 
tor asks  whether  the  unbelief  attributed  to  that  nation  by  the  Apos- 
tle, will  not  destroy  the  faithfulness  of  God.  St.  Paul  replies, 
"  By  no  means.  Let  God  be  acknowledged  to  have  spoken  truth, 
although  every  man  should  be  found  a  liar:'"'  as  every  man  wil^ 
in  fact  be  found,  who  denies  the  truth  of  God,  or  asserts  what  ia 
opposed  to  that  truth.  In  other  words,  "  Let  God  be  acknowledg- 
ed to  have  spoken  truth  on  every  occasion,  although  in  this  ac- 
knowledgment we  should  be  obliged  to  confess,  that  every  mafi 
living  is  a  liar;  particularly,  although  every  man,  who  oppose? 
the  truth  of  God,  either  in  his  belief,  or  his  declarations,  should  beV^ 
found,  as  in  the  end  he  certainly  will  be  found,  to  have  beheved  ' 
and  declared  falsely."  ' 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  dispensation,  to  which  the  Jew  op- 
poses the  objection  in  the  verse  preceding  the  text,  was  of  a  mys- 
terious nature  ;  involving,  as  the  most  enlightened  members  of 
that  nation  would  naturally  judge,  difficulties  profound  and  per- 
plexing. No  Jew  could  easily  conceive  how  a  descendant  of 
Abraham  could,  consistently  with  the  covenant  made  with  that 
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patriarch,  tail  of  being  interested  in  the  blessings  of  the  promised 
Messiah.  But  the  mysteriousness  of  this  dispensation  did  not 
prevent  a  single  doctrine,  which  it  included  or  inferred,  from  be- 
ing true,  nor  create  the  least  imputation  on  the  Divine  veracity. 

The  doctrines,  objected  to,  were  doctrines  of  Revelation, 
taught  by  St.  Paul  under  the  immediate  inspiration  of  the  spirit 
of  God.  The  answer  of  the  Apostle  is  commensurate  with  the 
objection  ;  and  from  the  npanner  in  which  both  are  presented  to 
us,  is  plainly  and  certainly  applicable  to  every  objection,  made 
against  any  doctrine  contained  in  the  Scriptures.  Whenever  a 
doctrine,  found  in  them,  is  questioned  or  impeached  ;  it  is  always 
a  sufficient  answer,  that  such  doctrine  is  declared  by  God. 
Whatever  he  has  said  is  to  be  admitted  by  us,  because  it  is  im- 
possible that  he  should  deceive,  or  be  deceived.  Our  ow^n  deci- 
sions on  the  contrary,  when  employed  about  religious  subjects, 
are  always  liable  to  errour,  from  the  imperfection  of  our  under- 
standing and  the  strength  of  our  biasses.  Our  understanding 
in  its  best  exercises  discerns  obscurely,  and  comprehends  imper- 
fectly, the  nature  of  very  many  religious  subjects  ;  and  our  biasses, 
often  strong  and  almost  always  delusive,  lead  us  to  examine  and 
io  conclude,  with  a  partiality  which  is  only  hostile  to  truth. 
While,  therefore,  the  veracity  of  God  contains  the  highest  of  all 
evidence,  the  fallibility  and  deceitfulness  of  the  human  mind  fur- 
nish every  man  with  the  amplest  reason  to  distrust  the  decisions 
(7jfboth  himself,  and  his  fellow-men. 

In  general  language,  the  doctrine,  taught  by  St.  Paul  in  the  text, 
w  this. 

Wherever  we  find  the  declarations  of  God  on  one  side,  and  human 
opinions  on  the  other,  we  are  universally  bound  to  receive  the  former, 
and  disregard  the  latter. 

The  Apostle,  whc  ■  delivering  this  doctrine,  was  conversing  with 
a  Jew  ;  a  man,  who  had  a  divine  Revelation  in  his  hands,  and 
professed  to  believe  it.  To  such  a  man,  only,  could  the  doctrine 
with  propriety  be  addressed  at  all.  Nothing  can  be  more  pre- 
posterous, than  to  call  upon  a  person  to  believe  what  his  Maker 
has  spoken,  who  does  not  admit  that  he  has  spoken  at  all.  But  to 
those  who  possess  the  Scriptures,  and  believe  tlicm  to  be  (he  word 
of  God,  the  declaration  in  the  text  i?  universally  applicable  with 
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irresistible  force.  Whatever  else  may  be  false,  all  that  God  has 
declared  is  true  ;  and  it  is  to  be  received  implicitly,  by  whatever 
human  opinions  or  arguments  it  may  be  opposed. 

It  is  not  sufficient,  that  we  receive  such  doctrines  as  we  can 
explain.  The  doctrines,  opposed  by  the  Jew  in  the  context, 
were  all  mysterious,  and  this  was  his  primary  objection  against 
them  :  but  St.  Paul  answers  him,  "  Let  God  be  true  ;  but  everv 
man  a  liar."  Acknowledge  his  truth,  by  giving  implicit  credit  to 
his  declarations ;  and  in  this  very  acknowledgment  confess  your 
own  opinions,  which  oppose  these  declarations,  to  be  false.  To 
believe  a  Scriptural  doctrine  which  we  can  explain,  is  not  to 
confide  in  the  veracity  of  God,  but  in  our  own  explanation.  This 
is  not  the  evidence,  on  which  he  originally  requires  us  to  believe. 
He  demands  that  we  give  credit  to  his  veracity  ;  and  that  absolute- 
ly, without  reserve  or  qualification.  If  this  be  not  done  by  us, 
our  faith  is  radically  defective.  Should  a  friend  of  ours,  known 
to  be  an  honest  man,  declare  to  us  a  fact  of  which  he  professed 
that  he  had  perfect  knowledge,  and  we  should  refuse  to  believe 
his  declaration  until  we  had  been  able  to  explain  all  the  circum- 
stances to  our  own  satisfaction  ;  our  friend  would  justly  complair. 
that  we  had  no  confidence  in  his  veracity. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  allege  the  mysleriousness  of  seve- 
ral doctrines  in  the  Scriptures,  as  a  reason  for  not  believing  them. 
No  allegation  can  be  more  erroneous,  or  groundless.  In  the 
works  of  God,  both  of  creation  and  providence,  by  which  we  are 
continually  surrounded,  we  are  presented  every  day,  hour,  and  moy 
ment,  with  innumerable  mysteries.  All  these  we  admit  withou/t 
hesitation :  and  to  question  them  would  be  regarded  as  the  eXj- 
treme  stupidity  of  scepticism.  All  these  are  works  of  God.  The 
Scriptures  are  the  work  of  the  same  God  ;  and  an  account  eithcrl 
of  the  works  which  he  has  already  wrought,  or  of  those  which  he 
will  hereafter  accomplish.  If  the  works  themselves  are  so  ex- 
tensively mysterious;  the  account,  given  of  them,  must,  in  order 
to  be  true,  be  mysterious  also.  Mysteries,  therefore,  are  so  far 
from  being  an  objection  against  the  Scriptures,  that  they  are  of 
course  to  be  expected  in  them ;  if  we  suppose  them  to  contain,  as 
they  profess  to  contain,  an  account  of  the  works  of  God,  they 
must  in  very  many  instances  be  rnvsterioup.  in  order  to  be  true. 
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Hence  the  mysteriousness  of  a  doctrine  infers  no  objection  to 
it :  for  plainly  many  doctrines  in  a  revelation,  as  is  unanswera- 
bly evident  from  these  observations,  must  of  course  be  m)steri- 
ous.  We  never  think  of  making  this  an  objection  to  the  reality 
of  the  familiar  facts,  which  are  coiitinually  occuiring;  nor  to 
the  trulh  of  the  declarations,  in  vvhiclji  the  esislciice  of  such  facts 
is  asserted.  Nothing  can  be  niore  mjsferious,  than  that  a  body 
should  be  moved  by  force  ;  or  the  impulse  of  another  bodij.  Nothing 
can  be  more  mysterious,  than  that  our  own  bodies  should  be 
moved  by  the  volitions  of  our  minds.  Yet  notbing  it  more  cer- 
tain, or  more  obvious,  than  these  facts;  and  nothing  more  evi- 
dent, than  the  truth  of  the  declarations  in  which  ihey  are  assert- 
ed. In  the  same  manner  the  whole  economy  of  the  mineral,  ani- 
mal, and  rational,  kingdoms  is,  in  each,  a  contiiuial  succession  of 
mysteries.  Yet  no  man,  in  his  senses,  even  thinks  of  denying  a 
single  fact  in  this  immense  field  of  creation  and  providence,  on 
this  account.  How  destitute,  then,  of  all  foundation  for  doubt 
is  the  mysteriousness  of  the  Scriptures?  How  contrary  to  all 
\§ound  reasoning,  and  analogy  ;  how  opposed  to  the  plainest  dic- 
tates of  common  sense;  is  every  impeachment,  denial,  or  disbe- 
'lief,  of  the  Scriptures,  or  of  any  doctrines  v/hich  they  contain, 
because  they  are  mysterious  ? 

What  is  mystery  ?  It  is  inexplicableness.  Why  is  any  doc- 
trine inexplicable  ?  Evidently  because  we  are  too  ignorant  to 
understand  it.  Is  our  ignorance,  then,  a  reason,  why  we  should 
deny  the  reality  of  the  works,  or  doubt  the  truth  of  the  declara- 
tions, of  God  ?  If  it  furnish  no  objection  against  th(»se  works  of 
God,  which  are  familiarly  known  to  us;  can  it  he  any  reason  for 
doubting  those,  which  are  less  known  to  us?  Ought  we  to  sup- 
pose, that  a  system  of  vegetation  would  contain  more  wonders 
than  a  system  of  Redemption;  that  the  character  of  the  Son  of 
God  would  be  more  easily  comprehended  than  the  economy  of 
a  human  body;  that  the  communication  of  spiritual  life  would  be 
more  easily  understood  than  the  communication  of  animal  life  ; 
or  that  the  Resurrection  could  be  more  easily  explained  than  the 
birth  of  an  insect?  All  these  things  are  in  their  nature  as  far  re- 
moved beyond  the  limits  of  our  comprehension,  as  any,  which 
the  universe  contains.      How   then,   when  we  find  the  world 
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around  us  filled  with  mysteries,  can  we  rationally  expect,  that 
these  subjects,  instead  of  resembling  those  parts  of  creation  and 
providence  with  which  we  are  ac(|uaiiited,  can.  amid  all  their  com- 
plication, remoteness  and  sublimity,  be  distinctly  and  thoroughly 
compreheaded  by  such  minds  as  ours  ? 

Nor  does  the  painful  'ind  hwniliatwg  nature  of  a  doctrine  fur- 
nish the  least  reason  for  questioning  its  truth. 

There  are  innumerable  facts  iti  the  natural  world,  which  are 
humiliating  and  painful.  The  existence  of  sin,  errour,  toil,  dis- 
ease, sorrow,  pain  and  death,  in  their  mnumerable  forms,  presents 
to  the  eye  a  catalogue  of  this  nature,  which  is  literally  endless. 
Bat  what  man  in  his  senses  ever  doubted  the  reality  of  one  of 
them,  merely  because  the  admission  of  it  wounded  his  pride,  or 
agonized  hi?  heart  ?  Every  man  sees  the  world  around  him  filled 
with  things  of  this  mortifying  nature.  How,  in  the  exercise  of 
common  sense  can  he  fail  to  expect  other  things  of  the  same  kind, 
in  a  revelation  from  God  ? 

No  declaration  concerning  the  character  of  sinners  can  fail,  if 
true,  of  being  humiliating;  no  declaration  coMcerniiig  their  cir- 
cumstances, of  bemg  alarming.  Who,  unless  infatuated,  can  be- 
lieve that  God  regards  sinners  with  complacency  ;  or  that,  if  they 
die  sinners,  he  will  not  punish  tlieni  beyond  the  grave?  These 
absurdities  even  the  heathen,  sinful,  erring  and  ignorant,  as  the)' 
have  been,  never  adopted. 

There  are  multitudes  of  persons  in  the  Christian  world,  who, 
while  they  profess  to  believe  the  Scriptures,  in  some  cases  deny, 
and  in  others  doubt,  the  declarations  which  they  contain.  But 
there  are  still  greater  multitudes,  who  professedly  admit  every 
thing,  found  in  them,  and  who  yet  admit  many  of  their  declara- 
tions, only  in  the  sense,  annexed  by  themselves  to  the  several 
passages  in  which  the>  are  contained. .  Each  of  these  has  his  own 
interpretation.  In  this  manner  the  number  of  such  interpreta- 
tions has  become  very  great :  and  in  very  many  instances  they  are 
various,  discordant,  and  contradictory.  Hence,  in  the  mind  of  a 
sober  man  arises  irresistibly  the  momentous  question  :  "  In  what 
sense  shall  1  believe  this,  and  that,  passage  of  Scripture  ?  I  am 
ready,"  such  a  man  will  say,  "  to  admit  without  a  question  all 
the  declarations  of  God.     But  how  shall  I  understand  their  true 
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meaning?  I  see  multitudes  differ  widely  on  this  subject;  and 
among  them  many,  who  are  ingenious,  learned  and  able.  Whom 
shall  1  follow  :  or  shall  1  follow  none  of  them  ?" 

This  question  is  certainly  rational,  as  well  as  important :  and 
the  perplexity,  out  of  which  it  springs,  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
be  removed  by  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel.  The  task  I  will  now 
assume,  and  endeavour  to  perform. 

To  the  question  itself,  then,  I  answer,  that  the  sense,  in  which 
the  various  declarations  of  God  in  the  Scriptures  are  to  be  received 
hy  us,  is  the  obvious  sense  :  or  that,  which  readily  presents  itself 
to  a  plain  man,  of  common  sense,  reading  them  with  seriousness 
and  integrity. 

In  supjjort  of  this  answer,  I  adduce  the  following  observations. 

1 .  The  Scriptures  were  almost  universally  addressed  by  those,  who 
spoke,  and  wrote,  them,  to  persons  of  this  class. 

Moses  wrote  the  Law  for  the  people  at  large.  This  truth  is  de- 
clared in  many  forms.  After  God  had  pronounced  the  deca- 
logue, the  people,  terrified  by  the  awful  splendours  which  attend- 
ed the  promulgation  of  these  commands,  besought  him  through  the 
mediation  oi  Moses .  that  they  might  hear  his  voice  no  more,  lest 
they  should  die.  God  approved  of  fheir  request ;  and  com- 
manded Moses  to  teach  them  all  the  commandments,  and  the  statutes, 
and  the  judgments,  which  he  should  command  him.  Accordingly, 
Moses  called  all  Israel,  and  said  unto  them,  '•  Hear,  O  Israel,  the 
statutes,  and  judgments,  which  I  speak  in  your  ears  this  day  ;  that 
ye  may  learn  them,  and  keep,  and  do  them."  "  These  words," 
said  he  again  unto  them,  "  which  1  command  thee  this  day,  shall 
be  in  thine  heart.  Ye  shall  lay  my  words  in  your  heart,  and  in 
your  soul ;  and  bind  them  for  a  sign  upon  your  hand  ;  that  they 
may  be  as  frontlets  between  your  eyes  :  and  ye  shall  teach  them 
to  your  children ;  speaking  of  them,  when  thou  sittest  in  thine 
house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  when  thou  liest  down, 
and  when  thou  risest  up ;  and  thou  shalt  write  them  upon  the 
door  posts  of  thine  house."  In  this  manner  every  Israelite  was 
required  to  educate  his  children  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law ;  and 
in  this  manner  every  Israelilish  child  was  to  be  educated.  The 
law,  therefore,  was,  with  absolute  certainty,  addressed  to  every 
fs  me  lit  p. 
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When  Joshua  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  God  in  raoilnt  Ehal^ 
he  read  all  the  words  of  the  law  to  the  people.  There  was  not  a 
word,  it  is  subjoined,  of  all  that  V/o??.?  commanded^  which  Joshua 
read  not  before  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  with  the  women,  and 
the  little  ones,  and  the  strangers  that  were  conversant  among  them. 
In  the  same  manner  Joshua  addressed  the  words,  which  God 
commanded  him,  to  all  the  tribes  of  hrael,  at  Shechem.  In  the 
same  manner  a  great  part  of  the  speeches,  made  by  priests,  pro- 
phets and  princes,  in  the  Historical  Books,  were  addressed  to 
greater  or  less  portions  of  the  people  at  large. 

The  Psalms  were  not  only  written  for  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  but  were  made  a  part  of  their  public  worship. 

The  Book  of  Proverbs  was  written  for  the  express  purpose  of 
giving  subtilty  to  the  simple,  and  to  the  young  man  knowledge  and 
discretion. 

The  Prophecies  of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Joel,  Zephaniahf 
Haggai,  and  Zechariah,  were  addressed  directly  to  the  nation  of 
the  Jews  ;  and  those  of  Hosta,  Amos,  Micah,  And  Malachi,  to  the 
people  of  Israel. 

Our  Saviour  spoke  almost  every  thing,  which  he  said,  to  the 
common  people. 

Matthew  wrote  his  Gospel  for  the  Hebrew  Christians.  Mark, 
Luke,  and  John,  wrote  theirs  for  the  Christian  world  at  large. 
To  the  same  persons  were  addressed  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles: 
The  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  except  those  to  Timothy,  Titus,  and  Phi- 
lemon, were  all  written  to  the  respective  Churches,  whose  names 
they  bear;  churches,  consisting  almost  wholly  of  uneducated 
people.  Those  of  Pder  were  addressed  to  a  large  body  of  peo< 
pie,  of  the  same  sort,  in  the  lesser  Asia  ;  and  that  of  James  to  th«y 
Christians  among  i^e  Hellenistic  Jews.  The  f  rat  Epistle  of  John, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  appears  rather  to  be  a  religious  essav, 
or  a  discussion,  than  a  letter:  but  it  is  addressed,  generally,  to 
Christians  at  large ;  and,  particularly,  to  Fathers,  or  old  men,  to 
young  men,  and  to  little  children.  The  second  was  addressed  to 
the  elect  Lady,  ar.d  her  children  ,  that  of  Jude,  to  Christians  at 
large;  and  the  Apocalyp:e,  to  the  reven  Churches  of  Asia. 

I  have  gone  through  fhis  detail  with  a  particular  design,  that 
the  whole  subject  might  be  before  vou :  and  <')at  you  miffht  see 
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the  truth  of  the  proposition  which  we  are  considering  not  in  gene- 
ral, indeterminate  expressions,  but  in  the  several  particulars  of 
which  it  is  made  up.     From  these   it  appears  beyond  ail  doubt, 
that  the  books  which  I  have  specified,  constituting  the  great  body 
of  both  the  Old  and  New  Testameiit.  and  containing  all  the  doc- 
trines found  in  ihe  Canon,  were  addressed  directly  and  supreme- 
ly to  that  class  of  annkind,  customarily  designated  by  the  phrases, 
the  common  people,  and  the  people,  nt  large.     From  this  fact  it  fol- 
lows irresistibly,  that  these  parts  of  the  Scriptures  were  written  in 
language,    which    such   people   could  understand  ;  or,  in    other 
words,  that  the  meaning  of  the  language   actually  used,  is  such, 
that  those,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,   might,  if  seriously  and  ho- 
nestly attentive,  apprehend  it  without  any  considerable  difficulty, 
or  any  danger  of  any  material  mistake.     It  cannot  for  a  moment 
be  admitted  by  common  sense  or  common  decency,  much  less  by 
a  spirit  of  piety,  that  God  has  revealed  his  will  to  mankind,  and 
vet  that  the  language  of  the  Revelation    is  such,  that    those  to 
whom  it  is  peculiarly  addressed,  should  be  unable  to  understand 
its  meaning.     It  is  presumed,  that  no  sober  man,  addressing  his 
fellow-men  on  any  business  of  importance,  ever  used  such^words 
as  they  could  not  interpret.     Far  less  can  it  be  believed  that  pro- 
phets of  God,  that  the  Saviour,  that  his  Apostles,  or  that  any  in- 
spired man,  disclosing  to  mankind  the  will   of  God  concerning 
their  salvation,  should  discourse  to  them  in  unintelligible  phrase- 
ology ;    unintelligible,  1  mean,    to  them.       If  these  writers  and 
speakers  have  in  fact  used  such  language,  it  was  certainly  done  by 
i^esigu  ;  unhappily,  not  the  design  of  men,  but  of  the  Spirit  of  in- 
spiration.    "  For,"  says  St.  Paul,  speaking  of  himself  and  his  in- 
spired brethren, "  we  speak  not  in  the  words,  which  man's  wis- 
dom teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth."     The  use  of 
such  language  is  only  to  perplex,  and  mislead  ;  or  at  the   best  to 
communicate  nothing  to  those,  who  hear.     Can  any  sober  man 
attribute  this  conduct,   or  the  design  from  which  it  must  have 
sprung,  to  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 

But,  if  the  language  of  the  Scriptures  was  intended  to  be  intel- 
ligible to  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  it  was  certainly  uttered 
in  the  customary  manner,  and  with  its  obvious  meaning.     The , 
reason  is  plain  and  decisive.     These  men  could  not  possibly 
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find  out  any  other  meaning,  or  understand  it  in  any  other  manner. 
If,  therefore,  it  was  intended,  that  any  other  sense,  than  the  ob- 
vious one,  should  be  annexed  to  the  words ;  whatever  was  ad- 
dressed to  them  was  addressed  to  them  in  vain.  Either  they 
could  not  understand  it  at  all ;  or  they  must  understand  it  falsely, 
unless  prevented  by  mere  accident. 

2dly.  A  great  part  ofithe  Bible  was  written  by  men,  who  knew 
no  other  than  plain  language,  arid  no  other  meaning  hut  that,  which 
was  customary  and  familiar.  David,  Amos,  Matthew,  Mark,  John, 
Peter,  James,  and  Jude,  were  all  uneducated  men  :  and  the  same 
thing  is  probably  true  of  several  other  writers  in  the  Sacred  ca- 
non. It  is,  however,  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose,  that  these 
were  of  this  character.  All  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  Scrip- 
tures are,  I  think  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  found  in  the  writers, 
mentioned  under  the  former  head.  All  these  doctrines,  thereforCj 
were  originally  addressed  to  plain  men.  So  many  of  these  doc- 
trines are  delivered  by  the  writers  mentioned  under  this  head,  that 
he,  who  cordially  embraces  what  they  have  written,  will  find  lit- 
tle difficulty  in  believing  whatever  is  found  in  the  Bible.  But 
these  men  knew  no  language,  beside  the  plain,  familiar  language 
of  mankind.  The  knowledge  of  uncustomary,  technical,  or  what 
may  be  called  philosophical,  phraseology  is  an  attainment  of  mere 
learning  ;  and  cannot  be  possessed  by  an  unlearned  man.  Hence 
a  great  part  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  so  many,  as  evidently 
to  involve  the  whole,  were  certainly  delivered  in  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  men ;  because  they  were  delivered  by  those  who  knew 
no  other. 

Should  it  be  said,  that,  although  these  men  knew  no  other  lan^^ 
guage  of  themselves,  yet  they  may  have  received  the  knowledge  \ 
of  philosophical  language  by  inspiration ;  since  Christ  promised 
them,  that  they  should  receive  a  mouth,  and  speech,  which  all  their 
adversaries  shoidd  not  be  able  to  gainsay,  or  resist :  I  answer,  that 
St.  Paid,  in  the  passage,  just  now  quoted  from  1  Cor.  ii.  13,  ex- 
pressly declares,  that  he  and  his  fellow-apostles  did  not  use  this 
language.  "  Which  things,  also,  we  speak,  not  in  the  words, 
which  man's  wisdom  teacheth."  The  things,  here  mentioned, 
are  in  the  preceding  verse  styled  the  things,  that  are  freely  given 
to  us  of  God ;  and,  in  the  tenth  verse,  the  things,  which  God  hath 
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revealed  unto  ns  by  his  Spirit,  i.  e.  the  things,  which  were  reveal- 
ed to  Paid,  and  his  fellow-apostles,  by  the  Spirit  of  inspiration. 
These  things,  the  Apostle  declares,  they  did  not  speak  in  words, 
taught  by  man's  wisdom,  or  human  philosophy.  As  this  is  true 
of  the  New  Testament ;  so  it  is  beyond  all  controversy  equally 
true  of  the  Old. 

3dly.   The  Scriptures  were  written,  chiefiy,  for  plain  men. 

This  I  argue  from  three  considerations. 

The  first^is,  that  these  constitute  altogether  the  great  body  of 
mankind,  and  are  immensely  disproportioned  in  their  numbers  to  all 
the  rest.  The  souls  of  all  these  are.  severally,  of  as  much  value, 
as  those  of  the  great  and  learned.  From  their  numbers  there- 
fore it  is  reasonably  concluded,  that  God  in  revealing  his  will, 
and  publishing  the  way  of  Salvation,  had  a  primary  reference  to 
those  who  were  immeasurably  more  important  to  his  eye,  than 
all  others. 

Secondly.  The  Scriptures  directly  exhibit  this  truth  to  us,  St, 
James,  censuring  the  particular  respect,  paid  to  the  rich  and  great 
by  the  Christians  to  whom  he  wrote,  says,  "  Hearken,  my  belov- 
ed brethren ;  hath  not  God  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in 
faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  ?"  Christ  declared  to  the  people 
o{  Mazareth  by  a  quotation  from  the  Prophet  Isaiah  his  own  cha- 
racter and  mission,  in  these  remarkable  words,  "  The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  God  is  upon  me  :  for  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  the  poor."  When  the  disciples  of  John  came,  to  in- 
quire whether  Jesus  was  the  Messiah,  or  not ;  he  gave  it,  as  one 
decisive  proof  of  his  character,  ihdit  the  poor  had  the  Gospel  preach- 
ed to  them.  Almost  all  his  labours  were  employed  on  plain,  hum- 
ble people.  Such  persons  were  his  companions  :  such  were  his 
Apostles. 

Thirdly.  Persons  of  this  class  have,  much  more  extensively  than 
any  other,  believed  and  obeyed  the  Scriptures.  The  common  peo- 
ple, we  are  told,  heard  Christ  gladly  :  and  of  them  almost  all  his 
converts  were  made.  Often  they  were  his  only  defence  against 
the  malicious  designs  of  their  superiours.  Several  times,  it  is 
said,  they  would  have  laid  hands  on  him,  but  did  not,  for  fear  of  the 
people.  The  Apostles  found  the  same  defence :  and  almost  all 
their  converts  were  of  the  same  class.     What  was  true  of  those 
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periods  has  been  true  of  all,  which  have  succeeded.  From  the 
remains  of  the  early  Fathers  in  the  church,  particularly  of  Cle- 
tneyit,  Ignatius  and  Polycarp,  it  is  unanswerably  evident,  that  they, 
and  the  Christians,  generally,  of  their  time ;  Christians,  distin- 
guished for  simplicity/  and  godly  sincerity  ;  who  had  their  conver- 
sationin  the  world,  not  by  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God  ^ 
adopted  no  other  mode  of  construing  the  Scriptures.  These  men 
were,  generally,  the  plain  inhabitants  of  the  several  countries  in 
which  they  lived  ;  and  by  their  piety  and  benevolence  in  life,  and 
their  meekness,  patience  and  fortitude,  in  death,  proved  to  every 
succeeding  age,  that  they  were  jorectoMs  sons  of  Zion,  comparable 
to  fine  gold.  Of  the  same  character  were  the  great  body  of  Chris- 
tians in  the  second  and  third  centuries  ;  the  numerous  converts  of 
Augustine  ;  those  of  Bernard  ,*  the  Waldenses  ;  the  Hussites  ;  and 
the  great  body  of  converts,  made  at,  and  after,  the  Reformation. 
Generally,  these  have  been  almost  all  the  Christians  in  every 
age  of  the  Church. 

But  it  is  reasonably  believed,  that  the  Scriptures  were  espe- 
cially written  for  those,  who,  it  was  foreseen,  would  embrace  and 
obey  them. 

4thly .  The  doctrines,  formed  by  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, are  the  only  doctrines  which  have  spread  vital  Religion  in  the 
world. 

Those,  who  heard  the  Apostles  preach,  and  their  successors 
through  the  two  tirst  centuries,  and  the  earlier  parts  of  the  third, 
were  almost  universally  incapable  of  annexing  any  other  meaning 
than  the  obvious  one,  to  the  declarations  of  the  Scriptures.  This 
is  the  only  character,  given  them,  both  by  their  friends  and  their 
enemies ;  and  is  therefore  unquestionably  their  true  character. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention,  because  so  well  known,  and  so 
universally  acknowledged,  either  the  vast  multitude  of  these 
Christians,  or  the  preeminent  excellence  of  their  character.  In 
the  numerous  instances  in  which  Religion  prevailed  in  the  suc- 
ceeding ages  of  the  Church,  it  prevailed,  solely,  by  the  preaching 
of  the  very  same  doctrines.  This  was  true,  particularly,  with  re- 
gard to  the  prevalence  of  Religion  in  Egypt,  under  Dionysius  and 
Athanasius ;  in  Africa,  under  Cyprian^  Augustine^  and  Fulgentius  / 
in  Italy,  under  Ambrose  ;  under  the  Gregorys  in  the  Lesser  Asia  / 
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under  St.  Bernard,  also,  in  France ;  the  numerous  followers  of 
Peter  Waldo,  and  of  John  Huss  ;  those  of  Wickliffe,  also  ;  and  the 
very  numerous  Christians  among  the  reformed  in  the  various  pro- 
testant  countries.  To  these  maj  be  added  the  numerous  Chris- 
tians found  in  this  country,  from  its  early  settlement ;  and  the 
vast  multitude,  which  in  many  protestant  countries  between  the 
years  1730  and  1760,  became  public  professors  of  Rehgion.  Let 
any  man  employ  himself  in  reading  diligently  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory, particularly  that  branch  of  it  which  records  the  prevalence 
of  practical  piety  ;  and  he  will  see  irresistibly,  that,  when  these 
doctrines  have  been  preached  and  believed,  vital  Religion  has 
flourished  ;  when  they  have  not,  it  has  regularly  decayed.  Such 
has  always  been  the  fact  heretofore.  Such  is  the  fact  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

If  I  am  asked  on  what  ground  I  assert,  that  the  persons,  of  whom 
I  have  spoken,  were  vitally  religious ;  and  that  others  were  not; 
I  answer,  on  that,  which  the  Scriptures  have  made  the  evidence 
of  vital  Religion :  the  conduct  of  the  respective  clashes  of  men. 
"  By  their  fruits,"  says  our  Saviour,  speaking  of  those  who  are 
not  Christians,  "  shall  ye  know  them."  Those,  who  have  em- 
braced these  doctrines,  have  in  a  manner  honourable  to  human 
nature  adorned  the  doctrine  of  God,  their  Saviour,  by  bringing 
forth  those  fruits,  which,  he  declares,  spring  from  Evangelical  re- 
pentance, faith,  and  holiness.  Of  this  fact,  as  it  respects  the  early 
ages  of  Christianity,  there  can  be  no  debate  ;  nor,  it  would  seem, 
as  it  respects  the  Reformers  and  their  followers.  There  is  as 
little  reason  to  doubt  it  concerning  the  great  body  of  Christians, 
who  have  followed  them :  even  their  enemies  themselves  beinc 
judges.  Even  by  these  multitudes,  who  have  held  the  doctrines 
in  question,  they  are  daily  declared  to  be  truly  religious,  and  placed 
among  the  best  of  mankind.  Oi»  this  subject,  however,  I  cannot 
expatiate  ;  but  will  conclude  my  observations  concerning  it  by  a 
quotation,  or  two,  from  distinguished  adversaries  of  these  doc- 
trines. One  of  these,  Robert  Forsyth,  Esq.  a  learned  civilian  and 
a  professed  Infidel,  says,  *'  There  is  one  remark,  which  we  think 
ourselves  bound  in  justice  to  make,  although  it  appears  to  us  to  be 
somewhat  singular.  It  is  this  ;  that  from  the  earliest  ages  down  to 
our  own  days,  if  we  consider  the  character  of  the  ancient  Stoics,  the 
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Jewish  Essenes,  the  modern  Cahmistft,  and  Jansenists,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  their  antagonists,  the  Epicureans^  the  Sadducees, 
the  Arminians,  and  the  Jesuits  ;  we  shall  find,  that  they  have  ex- 
celled, in  no  small  degree,  in  the  practice  of  the  most  rigid  and 
respectable  virtues ;  and  have  been  the  highest  honour  of  their 
own  ages,  and  the  best  models  for  imitation  to  every  age  succeed- 
ing." 

Doct.  Priestly,  also,  acknowledges,  that  "  those,  who  hold  these 
doctrines,  have  less  apparent  conformity  to  the  world,  and  seem 
to  have  more  of  a  real  principle  of  Religion,  than  his  own  follow- 
ers ;  and  that  those,  who  from  a  principle  of  Religion  ascribe  more 
to  God  and  less  to  man  than  other  persons,"  (the  distinguishing 
characteristic  of  these  men)  "  are  men  of  the  greatest  elevation 
of  piety."  But,  if  these  doctrines  have,  and  others  have  not,  pro- 
duced this  mighty  effect  in  the  successive  ages  of  the  Church;  it 
is,  I  think,  clearly  certain,  that  they  are  that  truth  of  God,  which 
Christ  declares  makes  men  free  from  the  bondage  of  sin,  and 
which,  St.  Paul  declares,  are  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth.  In  other  words,  they  are  the  genuine 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 

5thly.  TTif  Scriptures  are  actually  written  in  such  a  manner, 
that  their  obvious  meaning  is  their  true  meaning. 

Every  rhetorical  critic,  perplexed  with  no  theological  debates, 
and  having  no  religious  system  to  support,  has  remarked,  that  the 
language  of  the  Scriptures  is  distinguished  from  all  other  books 
by  its  simplicity  ;  its  native,  uncontrived  character;  its  accordance 
with  the  most  artless  speech  of  men.  It  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  this  opinion  to  have  been  universal,  had  it  not  been 
founded  in  fact.  In  perfect  accordance  with  it.  every  man,  who 
reads  the  Scriptures  without  any  particular  design,  and  allows  his 
own  views  and  feelings  to  take  their  natural  course,  feels  this  truth 
irresistibly.  Every  such  man  feels,  that  he  has  never  met  with 
any  other  writings,  which  were  so  remarkable  for  a  manner  so 
artless,  and  so  purely  natural.  Particularly,  every  plain  man  here 
finds  himself  entirely  at  home  ;  converses  with  those,  who  speak  in 
the  manner  to  which  he  has  been  used  from  his  infancy  ;  and  sees 
facts,  and  doctrines  and  precepts,  presented  to  him  with  a  plain- 
ness which  is  elsewhere  unrivalled. 
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The  Scriptures  themselves  long  since  declared  this  to  be  their 
true  character.  The  Wisdom  of  God,  or,  in  other  words,  Christ, 
says,  Prov.  viii.  8,9,  "  All  the  words  of  my  mouth  are  in  righteous- 
ness :  there  is  nothing  froward,  or  perverse,  in  them.  They  are 
all  plain  to  him,  that  understandeth  ;  and  right  to  them,  that  find 
knowledge  :"  i.e."  there  is  nothing  in  my  words,  that  is  writhed 
or  twisted  ;  nothing  perpiexiiig  ;  but  they  are  all  plain  to  him  who 
possesses  that  understanding,  which  consists  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord."  The  Prophet  Isaiah  says,  That,  when  "  a  king,"  (i.  e. 
Christ,)  "  shall  reign  in  righteousness.  The  eyes  of  them,  that 
see,"  (i.  e.  of  Christians,  or  pious  men)  "  shall  not  be  dim.  The 
heart  of  the  rash,  shall  understand  knowledge,  and  the  tongue  of 
the  stammerers  shall  be  ready  to  speak  plainly."  In  other  words, 
Christians  shall  understand  distinctly  the  things  of  Religion  ;  and 
those,  who  before  spoke  of  them  indistinctly  and  obscurely,  shall 
then  be  able  to  speak,  and  shall  actually  speak,  in  a  manner  clear 
and  very  intelligible. 

The  same  prophet  also  says,  that  under  the  dispensation  of  the 
Gospel,  "  the  way  of  holiness  shall  be  au  highway  ;  and  that  way- 
faring men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err  therein."  Of  the  same 
period  he  declares,  that  "  the  light  of  the  moon  shall  be  as  the 
light  of  the  sun,  and  the  light  of  the  sun  seven  fold."  A  multi- 
tude of  other  passages,  of  the  same  import,  might  easily  be  added 
to  these,  were  it  necessary.  All  plain  Christians  have  in  every 
ap'e  and  country,  found  these  declarations  completely  verified  in 
the  satisfaction,  comfort,  peace  and  hope,  which  they  have  found 
in  the  invitations  and  promises;  in  the  direction  of  their  duty 
furnished  by  the  precepts,  and  in  the  enlargement  of  their  reli- 
gious knowledge  produced  continually  by  the  doctrines.  These 
benefits  are  experienced  and  declared,  even  by  those  of  the 
humblest  character  ;  even  by  children  and  servants  :  and  it  is  re- 
markable, that  those,  who  have  found  difiiculties  in  such  pas- 
sages of  Scripture  as  especially  direct  the  faith,  practice  and 
hopes,  of  mankind,  have  not  found  these  difficulties  m  the  want 
of  an  obvious  meaning,  but  in  their  own  unzcillingness  to  receive  that 
meaning,  and  in  their  wishes  to  find  out  some  other  which  would  bet- 
ter suit  with  their  own  preconceived  opinions. 

To  the  observations,  under  this  head,  two  objections  may  no 


S£R.  II.  J  RATHER  THAN  MAN.  39 

improbably  be  made.  The  first  is,  that  much  of  the  Scriptural 
language  is  figurative^  and  therefore  obscure  :  the  second,  that  seve- 
ral subjects,  and  particularly/ doctrines,  declared  in  them,  are  pro- 
found and  mysterious ;  and  demand  the  greatest  human  under- 
standwig  to  comprehend  them. 

Concerning  the  former  of  these  objections  1  observe,  that, 
although  the  language  of  the  Scriptures  is  extensively  figurative, 
it  is  not  for  that  reason  obscure.  Figurative  language,  when  used 
according  to  the  dictates  of  nature,  is  scarcely  at  all  less  obvious, 
or  less  easily  understood,  than  that  which  is  literal.  Savages  and 
little  children  use  figurative  language  more  than  any  other  per- 
sons ;  and  yet  all,  which  they  use,  is  perfectly  understood  by  other 
savages,  and  other  little  children,  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  All 
the  figures,  employed  in  the  Scriptures,  are  those  of  mere  nature  ; 
and  are,  therefore,  easily  explained  by  the  mind  of  every  one  who 
knows  the  language  of  nature.  The  figurative  phraseology  in  the 
Bible,  which  is  obscure,  is  not  that  which  the  writers  intended  to 
use  -,  but  that,  which  is  made  figurative  by  those  who  comment  on 
their  writings. 

Concerning  the  latter  objection  I  observe,  that  the  doctrines 
and  precepts  necessarily  connected  with  salvation,  are  unattended 
with  any  difficulty,  except  what  arises  from  our  inclinations. 
Many  doctrines,  actually  revealed,  are  inexplicable  in  their  na* 
ture ;  and  many  others,  in  their  antecedents,  attendants  and  con- 
sequents. They  are  connected  with  many  things,  their  connection 
with  which  is  inexplicable.  In  both  classes  we  may  find  or  make 
difficulties :  but  the  difficulties  do  not  arise  in  the  proper  sense 
from  the  revelation,  but  from  our  curiosity.  I  will  illustrate  this 
assertion  by  an  example.  We  are  taught,  that  the  soid  will  exist 
m  a  separate  state.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  admitting  the  truth 
of  this  declaration  ;  nor  any  want  of  evidence,  that  it  is  true  ;  be- 
cause it  is  a  declaration  of  God.  But  if  we  suffer  our  curiosity  to 
wander  in  a  series  of  inquiries,  in  order  to  find  out  where,  what, 
and  how  long  ;  we  may  easily  meet  w^ith  so  many,  and  so  great, 
difficulties,  that  we  may  be  ultimately  induced,  as  others  probably 
have  been,  to  reject  the  doctrine  altogether.  We  are  taught,  that 
there  will  be  a  resurrection :  and  our  understanding  easily  re- 
ceives the  instruction.     But  the  single  question,  '•  will  the  same 
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body  rise  ?"  may  easily  involve  us  in  a  sufficient  number  of  per- 
plexities to  cast  extreme  obscurity  over  the  resurrection  itself, 
and  persuade  us,  with  Hymencus  and  Philetus,  to  say  that  the  re- 
surrection is  past  already.  All  such  difficulties  arise,  not  from  the 
thing  revealed,  but  from  the  philosophical  curiosity  with  which  it 
is  investigated  by  ourselves.  Let  it  ever  be  remembered,  that 
the  decisions  furnished  by  this  investigation,  are  never  matters  of 
faith,  and  never  obligatory  upon  the  conscience  ;  and  that  the  in- 
vestigation itself  is  very  often  perplexing  as  well  as  idle,  and  mis- 
chievous as  well  as  useless.  He,  who  will  be  contented  to  take 
his  Maker  at  his  word,  will  rarely  find  himself  embarrassed.  But, 
in  order  to  do  this,  he  must  be  prepared  to  yield  up  every  opinion 
of  his  own  to  the  declarations  of  God. 

To  exhibit  the  justness  of  these  views,  I  observe,  that  the  reli- 
gious part  of  the  Christian  church  has  adopted  a  single  system  of 
doctrines,  from  the  Apostles'  days  to  the  present  time.  The  ob- 
serving reader  of  Ecclesiastical  History  will  find  this  truth  irresis- 
tibly forced  upon  him,  as  his  eye  is  passing  through  the  annals  of 
Christianity.  The  most  remarkable  example  of  it  is  presented  to 
us  by  the  almost  absolute  harmony  of  the  confessions^  and  creeds^ 
adopted  by  the  several  Protestant  countries.  Christians,  therefore, 
have  in  every  age  and  country  found  the  language  of  the  Scrip- 
tures sufficiently  plain,  and  the  meaning  sufficiently  obvious,  to 
unite  in  the  construction  of  the  former,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
latter.  Nor  have  they  felt  any  very  material  embarrassment,  ei- 
ther from  the  figurative  nature  of  the  phraseology  used  by  the 
writers,  or  the  profoundness  of  the  doctrines  which  they  have  dis- 
closed. 

But  the  meaning,  adopted  by  the  great  body  of  Christians,  in 
the  several  ages  of  the  church,  is  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  the 
true  meaning.  It  cannot  be  supposed,  that  God  would  leave  his 
children,  as  a  body,  materially  to  mistake  the  meaning  of  his 
word  ;  nor  cause  his  word  to  be  so  written  that  they  would  of 
course  mistake  the  meaning  in  this  manner,  while  reading  it  with 
diligence,  integrity  and  reverence.  But.  if  the  obvious  meaning 
be  not  the  true  one,  both  these  suppositions  must,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  be  admitted. 

Gthly.  If  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  Scriptures  be  not  the  trvc 
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07ie ;  ihe  great  body  of  mankind  could  not  reasonably  be  reproved, 
or  threatened  for  not  believing  them. 

To  believe  the  Scriptures  is  to  believe  their  meaning.  But 
the  persons  in  question  are  unable,  however  inclined,  to  annex 
any  meaning  to  them,  beside  the  obvious  one.  To  believe  them, 
therefore,  would  in  most  cases  be  out  of  their  power ;  and  could 
deserve  neither  threatening,  nor  reproof.  Yet  every  reader  of 
the  Bible  must  have  seen  very  many  instances,  in  which  this  un- 
belief is  severely  censured,  and  terribly  threatened.  He,  that  re- 
ceiveth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him :  the  word,  that  I 
have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day.  How  can 
this  be,  if  such,  as  are  concerned,  cannot  know  what  the  words 
of  Christ  mean  ?  How  can  they  be  blameworthy  for  not  believ- 
ing what,  in  the  physical  sense,  they  cannot  understand  ? 

7thly.  If  the  obvious  meaning  be  not  the  true  one  ;  the  provi- 
sion, made  in  the  Scriptures  for  the  salvation  of  men,  is  imperfect 
and  ineffectual. 

Every  meaning  of  every  scriptural  declaration,  which  is  not 
furnished  by  the  plain,  obvious  construction  of  the  words,  must 
be  derived  from  critical  learning  and  ingenuity.  How  few  are 
there,  how  few  have  there  been,  so  learned  and  so  ingenious  as 
to  be  able  to  persuade  mankind,  or  to  give  them  any  solid  reason 
for  the  persuasion,  that  they,  and  they  only,  have  certainly  dis- 
covered the  meaning  of  the  word  of  God  ?  Where,  when,  and 
who,  have  been  these  favourites  of  heaven  ? 

These  men,  also,  must  be  supposed  to  be  more  able,  or  better 
inclined,  than  God  himself,  to  use  language  in  a  manner,  entirely 
perspicuous  and  decisive.  Where,  and  when,  have  such  speci- 
mens of  ingenuity  and  critical  skill  existed  ? 

They  must,  also,  be  supposed  to  unite  in  giving  the  same  con- 
struction to  Scriptural  passages.  The  true  sense  of  each  passage 
is  certainly  but  one  :  and  all,  who  discover  it,  must  therefore  be 
absolutely  agreed.     Where  do  we  find  this  agreement  ? 

They  must,  also,  possess  suff,cient  weight  and  authority,  to  engage 
the  attention,  and  secure  the  submission  of  mankind  to  their  decisions. 
Who  ever  had  this  authority  ? 

Contrary  to  all  this,  the  Scriptural  critics,  who  have  actually 
existed,  have  never  had  sufficient  learning  and  skill  to  create  a  bC' 
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lief  among  men  of  piety,  that  their  doctrines,  when  varying  from 
the  obvious  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  have  been  true,  or  sup- 
ported by  satisfactory  evidence.  Some  of  them  have  been  men 
of  real  talents  and  extensive  learning.  Others  have  challenged 
to  themselves  such  talents,  and  attempted  to  display  such  learning, 
with  not  a  little  ostentation  ;  but  have  never  been  able  to  convince 
mankind,  that  they  possessed  this  superiority  of  character.  Nor 
have  either  had  any  considerable  success  in  gaining  followers,  ex- 
cept among  those  who  were  plainly  unwilling  to  follow  Christ. 

At  the  same  time  the  language,  in  which  they  have  delivered 
their  opinions,  has  been  less  clear,  definite  and  satisfactory,  than 
that  of  the  Scriptures.  Technical,  or  philosophical,  language  is 
certainly  capable  of  being  so  used,  as  to  express  the  doctrines  of 
mere  Philosophy,  and  the  truths  of  Science,  appropriately  so  call- 
ed, especially  of  physical  science,  with  more  precision  than  the 
common  language  of  men.  Had  the  theology  of  the  Scriptures 
been  intended  only  for  learned  men,  and  disclosed  merely  as  a 
science,  which  was  to  expand  their  views  and  regulate  their  opin- 
ions ;  it  is  not  improbable,  that  it  might  have  been  communicated 
in  technical  language.  But  it  was  actually  intended  for  all  men, 
and  must,  therefore,  be  made  known  to  them  in  the  common  lan- 
guage of  men  ;  since  nine  hundred  and  ninety  nine,  out  of  a  thou- 
sand, could  not  possibly  understand  any  other.  For  the  commu- 
nication of  plain  doctrines,  duties  and  facts ;  the  only  things  inter- 
esting to  such  men,  as  being  the  only  things  essentially  to  be  believ- 
ed and  done  by  them  ;  the  common  language  is  incomparably  better 
fitted,  as  being  more  perspicuous  and  more  impressive  than  any 
other.  Who  does  not  perceive  ;  who  has  not  a  thousand  times 
Celt ;  that  the  doctrines,  precepts  and  facts,  contained  in  the 
Scriptures,  are  there  expressed  with  incomparably  more  felicity, 
than  in  the  most  studied  periods  and  the  most  nicely  selected 
phraseology,  of  the  ablest  uninspired  writers. 

The  writers  in  question,  also,  have  agreed  almost  in  nothing; 
and  have  ditfered  endlessly  about  every  thing.  It  is  not  difficult 
for  men  to  harmonize  in  the  truths  of  physical  science  ;  because 
they  ordinarily  excite  no  interest ;  awaken  no  passion  ;  and  gene- 
rate no  bias.  But  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Religion  produce 
the  stron^pst  interest:  and  start  into  action  everv  feeling,  and 


SER.  II.]  RATHER  THAN  MAN.  43 

every  prejudice.  Hence,  the  views  of  different  persons  concern- 
ing them  are  variously  and  wonderfully  warped  from  each  other, 
and  from  truth.  Hence  also,  the  very  language,  which  they  adopt 
in  communicating  theiropinions,  is  often  perverted  by  them,  and  is 
used  variously,  and  in  a  manner,  chiefly,  or  only,  perplexing  to 
their  readers. 

On  the  innumerable  diversities  of  opinion  among  these  writers 
it  is  unnecessary  to  expatiate  ;  because  it  is  every  where  known, 
and  acknowledged.  A  single  example  will  sufficiently  exhibit  it  for 
the  present  purpose.  St.  Paul  says  in  so  many  words,  that  Christ 
is  over  all,  God  blessed  forever.  This  plain,  unambiguous  declara- 
tion conveys  one,  and  only  one,  obvious,  and  that  a  perfectly  defi- 
nite, meaning.  In  equally  express  terms,  Christ  calls  himself  cr 
man,  and  the  Son  of  Man.  The  obvious  meaning  of  these  declara- 
tions has  been  denied  by  several  classes  of  men,  who  have  called 
themselves  Christians.  The  Cerinthians,  Ebionites,  Socinians, 
and  others,  believed  him  to  be  only  a  man.  The  Docetce,  and 
Manichees,  believed  him  to  be  only  God.  The  SabelUans  believe 
him  to  have  been  a  mere  manifestation  of  God.  The  Arians  be 
lieved,  that  he  was  a  super-angelic  being,  created  before  any 
other  creature  :  and  the  followers  of  Apollinaris  held,  that  he  was 
two  distinct  Persons  ;  one  divine  ;  the  other  human.  Who,  amid 
this  diversity,  would  be  able,  should  he  desert  the  plain  meaning 
of  Scripture  and  follow  the  explanations  of  men,  to  adopt  any 
opinion  concerning  this  subject? 

Nor  have  such  writers  possessed,  nor  can  any  writers  possess, 
such  weight,  and  authority,  as  might  secure  the  submission  of 
mankind  to  their  decisions.  The  declarations  of  uninspired  men 
can  rise  no  higher  than  opinion  and  advice  ;  their  precepts,  than 
recommendations,  nor  their  promises  and  threatenings,  than 
mere  conjectures.  Whatever  they  threatened  or  promised  al- 
though professedly  derived  from  the  Scriptures  would  be  believed, 
as  it  always  has  been  believed,  to  be  merely  an  imposition,  or  the 
dream  of  a  distempered  brain.  So  far  as  God  was  supposed  to 
have  spoken,  it  would  be  received  as  truth ;  so  far  as  it  was  only  the 
comment  of  an  uninspired  man,  it  would  be  regarded,  and  with 
unobjectionable  propriety,  as  doubtful  or  false.  Who,  after  read- 
ing the  comment,  would  not  ardently  wish  for  a  sight  of  the  text ; 
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that  he  might  know  how  the  doctrine  or  the  precept,  the  threaten- 
ing or  the  promise,  appeared,  as  it  came  from  the  hand  of  God  ? 

From  these  observations  it  is,  1  think,  certain,  that,  if  the  obvi- 
ous meaning  of  the  Scriptures  be  not  the  true  one,  the  provision^ 
made  in  them  for  the  salvation  of  men.  is  imperfect  and  ineffectual ; 
that  men  could  not  know  what  to  believe^  what  to  fear,  or  what  to 
hope;  bat  would  be  left  in  that  state  of  suspense,  which  in  a  case 
of  such  immense  moment  must,  if  seriously  felt,  be  productive  only 
of  anguish,  and  terminate  only  in  despair. 

I  have  now  finished  the  observations,  which  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  make  on  this  highly  interesting  sub  ect.  As-  I  have 
never  heard,  nor  seen,  it  discussed  ;  and  as  it  deeply  concerns 
every  person,  who  is  in  possession  of  the  Scriptures;  I  shall  con- 
sider myself  justified  in  having  examined  it  at  length.  If  the  argu- 
ments, here  adduced,  have  the  same  weight  in  the  view  of  my 
audience,  which  they  possess  in  my  own ;  they  will  be  satisfied, 
that  all  the  declarations  of  God  in  the  Scriptures  are  to  be  implicitly 
received  y  and  that  they  are  to  he  received  in  their  obvious  meaning* 
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Whence  then  cometh  wisdom^  aid  where  is  the  place  of  understand- 
ing ?  seeing  it  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  living. 

The  meaning  of  the  word.  Wisdom,  as  it  is  used  here,  and  else- 
where, in  the  Scriptures,  is  given  to  us  in  the  28th  verse  of  the 
context.  "And  unto  man  he  said,  Behold,  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
that  is  wisdom,  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  understanding."  With- 
out any  comment  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  fear,  of  the  Lord,  and 
departure  from  evil,  constitute  what  is  meant,  originally,  by  the 
Religion  of  the  Scripttires.  By  this  I  intend  that  reverence  and 
obedience  to  God,  without  which  no  Intelligent  being  can  be  sup- 
posed to  please  him,  or  be  accepted  by  him.  This  is  the  religion 
of  angels  :  this  was  the  religion  of  Adam  in  a  state  of  innocence. 

The  context  is  almost  wholly  a  panegyric  upon  this  moral  char- 
acter: and  with  a  force  and  beauty  unrivalled,  it  is  exhibited, 
successively,  as  undiscoverable  by  man  ;  superior  to  all  things, 
which  he  has  discovered  ;  incomparable,  and  inestimable,  in  its 
value  ;  and  so  glorious  in  its  excellence  and  importance,  that  its 
fame  has  extended  to  the  regions  of  destruction,  and  reached  the 
ears  of  the  destroyer.  It  is  exhibited  as  the  mighty  and  supreme 
concern  of  God  himself;  as  peculiarly  occupying  his  thoughts,  and 
engrossing  his  attention,  amid  all  his  wonderful  works  of  creation 
and  providence  ;  and,  in  the  end,  as  solemnly  announced  by  him. 
in  a  public  proclamation  to  the  children  of  men. 
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In  the  text  this  religion  is  declared  to  be  hidden  from  the  eyes  of 
all  living.  In  other  words,  it  is  incapable  of  being  discovered  by 
man.  This  doctrine  I  propose  to  make  the  theme  of  the  present 
discourse  ;  and  shall  express  it  in  the  following  terms  :  viz. 

That  man  cannot  find  out  a  religion,  which  will  ren- 
der   HIM    acceptable    TO    GoD. 

In  support  of  the  truth,  contained  in  this  declaration,  I  observe, 

1st.   That  man  without  the  aid  of  Revelation  is  ignorant  of  God. 

I  shall  not,  here,  discuss  the  question,  whether  in  the  physical 
sense  it  is  possible  for  man  to  discover  the  existence,  and  attri- 
butes, of  his  Maker.  The  investigation  would  occupy  more  time 
than  I  am  at  present  able  to  devote  to  it :  nor  is  it  at  all  necessary 
for  my  present  purpose.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  show,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  that  man  never  would  make  this  discovery.  The  fact, 
that  these  things  are  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  all  living,  so  far  as 
an  original  discovery  is  concerned,  will  be  all,  that  is  necessary 
for  my  design  :  and  the  inquii) ,  whether  the  ignorance  in  question 
proceeds  from  a  moral  or  physical  source,  will,  here  at  least,  be 
nugatory. 

That  mankind  would  have  never,  originally,  discovered  the  ex- 
istence and  attributes  of  God  is  in  a  very  high  degree  probable, 
because  ancient  history  furnishes  no  instance  of  this  nature. 
Amid  all  the  inquiries  and  discussions  on  this  subject,  which  have 
prevailed  in  former  periods  of  the  world,  and  indeed  in  every  pe- 
riod, it  is  incredible,  if  an  individual  had  been  so  happy,  as  to 
alight  on  so  important  a  discovery,  that  no  record  and  no  hint 
concerning  it  should  have  been  transmitted  to  succeeding  ages. 
But  no  such  record,  no  such  hint,  exists.  Every  discussion,  every 
observation,  concerning  this  subject  is  evidently  founded  on  ac- 
knowledged preceding  information.  Such  a  fact  could  scarcely 
have  existed,  had  men  derived  this  knowledge  merely  from  the 
employment  of  their  own  faculties. 

The  same  truth  is  evident,  also,  from  the  consideration  ;  that 
certain  nations  have  tinally  lost  all  knowledge,  and  all  belief,  con- 
cerning the  existence  of  a  God.  It  must,  I  think,  be  admitted  on 
the  testimony  of  respectable  Missionaries,  that  several  tribes  of 
Cajfres  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  superintend- 
ent being.     The  same  thing  is  ascertained   concerning  various 
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other  nations.     I  shall  not,  here,  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  as- 
sertion.    The  case  specified  is  sufficient. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  idea  of  God  is  the  most  important 
and  distinguished  among  all  those  which  are  received  by  the  hu- 
man mind  ;  and  therefore,  so  far,  the  most  difficult  to  be  lost.  The 
only  explanation,  which  can  be  given  of  the  fact,  that  it  has  been 
actually  lost,  must  be  sought  for  in  the  indisposition  of  man  to  retain 
it.  Nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  beings,  who  voluntarily  lose 
the  idea  of  God,  would  never  regain  it,  after  it  was  once  lost. 

The  same  truth  is  further  evident  from  the  universal  declension 
of  mankind  into  Polytheism.  Every  polytheistic  system  contains, 
of  course,  the  idea  of  a  being,  who  superintends,  in  some  manner, 
the  affairs  of  this  world  ;  and  unites  with  him  in  this  station,  or 
employment,  a  greater  or  less  number  of  others.  But  these  beings, 
in  e\'ery  such  system,  are  infinitely  different  from  the  real  God. 
Polytheists  cannot  be  said  absolutely  to  have  lost  the  knowledge 
of  God;  but  they  must  be  said  to  have  lost,  absolutely,  his  true 
character.  All  the  gods  of  Gentilism  have  been  imperfect,  and 
immoral :  characteristics,  directly  contradictory  to  the  perfection 
of  Jehovah.  As  this  fact  has  been  invariably  true  of  that  system, 
in  every  age,  and  country ;  it  furnishes  unanswerable  proof  that 
the  mind  of  man  has,  upon  the  whole,  no  tendency  to  retain  the 
true  God,  but  is  perpetually  prone  to  wander  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  character,  until  it  is  finally  lost  in  the  absolute  ignorance  of 
his  being. 

The  efforts  of  philosophy  yield  strong,  additional  evidence  of 
the  same  truth.  Men,  addicted  to  philosophy  in  ancient  times,  and 
frequently  possessed  of  superiour  talents,  studied  and  discoursed 
very  extensively  concertung  this  subject ;  and,  to  make  their  dis- 
courses able,  ingenious,  and  satisfactory  to  their  readers,  they  em- 
ployed, vigorously,  their  time,  talents,  and  labours.  What  was  the 
result?  Most  of  them  wnfe  Polytheists;  some  were  Sceptics  ; 
and  the  rest  were  Atheists.  Those,  who  were  Polytheists,  acknow- 
ledged umversall)  the  gods  of  their  countrymen  ;  limited  in  their 
powers  and  operations,  odious  by  their  vices,  and  contemptible 
by  their  follies.  Not  a  virtuous  being  was  found  in  their  num- 
ber. Their  enjoyments  were  the  gratifications  of  pride,  passion 
and  appetite  ;  and  their  moral  conduct  such,  as  a  sober  man  must 
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regard  with  disgust  and  horror.  When  they  spoke  of  God  in  the 
singular  number,  they  declared,  that  he  was  fire  ;  a  compound  of 
the  four  elements  ;  the  sun  ;  the  soul  of  the  world  ;  the  universe  ; 
the  ether;  and  heaven. 

Oil  the  doctrines  of  the  Sceptical,  and  Atheistical,  philosophers 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  expatiate. 

Such  were  the  opinions,  which  the  mind  of  man,  uninspired, 
and  employingits  most  vigorous  powers  in  the  contemplation  of  this 
subject,  has  adopted  concerning  its  Maker.  Who  will  not  readily 
believe,  that  the  true  reason^,  why  such  opinions  were  adopted  by 
intelligent  men,  was,  that  they  did  not  hke  to  retain  God  in  their 
knowledge  ? 

Another  fact,  connected  with  these,  and  evidential  of  the  same 
truth,  is  this  ;  the  descendants  of  men,  who  once  had  just  appre- 
hensions of  the  Creator,  became  universally  Polytheists. 

Noah,  and  his  family,  knew,  and  worshipped,  the  true  God ; 
yet  all  their  descendants  were  polytheists  :  the  Jews,  partially, 
and  at  times ;  the  rest,  within  a  moderate  period  absolutely.  The 
subjects  of  Melchise.dek,  and  the  first  Pharaoh  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures,  were  acquainted  with  the  true  God  ;  as  were  also  Job, 
and  his  friends ;  and,  undoubtedly,  those  around  them.  The' 
people  of  the  Thcbais,  also,  at  a  much  later  period  worshipped 
one  God.  But  all,  who  followed  these  at  a  little  distance  of  time, 
became  Polytheists.  Whence  could  this  fact  be  derived,  unless 
from  the  indisposition  of  man  to  retain  the  knowledge  of  his 
Maker  ? 

The  Jezos,  Mohammedans,  and  Christians,  have,  all,  as  it  is  well 
known,  obtained  all  their  just  apprehensions  concerning  this  sub- 
ject from  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

From  the  same  source  modern  Deists  have  acquired  all  their 
knowledge  of  this  subject.  Whenever  these  men  have  departed, 
as  they  have  ever  been  disposed  to  do,  from  the  Scriptural  doc- 
trines concerning  it.  they  have  invariably  invaded  and  diminish- 
ed tiie  infinite  perfections  of  Jehovah.  He,  who  reads  the 
things  which  have  been  said  by  Herbert,  Tindal,  Chubb.  Hume, 
and  others,  particularly  by  Boiin^broke,  whether  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, concerning  the  Creator,  will  find  satisfactory  reasons  for 
believing,  that,  were  the  Scriptures  once  removed  out  of  the  way. 
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Infidels  would  within  a  short  time  revive  the  superintendcncy 
and  worship  of  the  Grecian  and  i2om7/i  Deities.  Gibbon  directly 
censures  the  Jews  for  not  uniting  their  worship  with  that  of  Jeho- 
vah :  and  Tay/or  has  publicly  professed  himself  a  Polytheist. 

Fro  11  each  of  these  facts  it  is  strongly  evident,  and  from  all  of 
them  together,  unanswerably  certain,  that,  mankind  receive  the 
existence  and  character  of  God  universally  with  reluctance;  lose 
it,  unless  continually  forced  upon  them,  regularly,  as  well  as  easi- 
ly ;  and  as  regularly  embrace  either  Polylheism,  Atheism,  or  Ni- 
hilism. Without  Revelation,  therefore,  they  become  of  course 
ignorant  of  God. 

As  all  religion  has  its  foundation  in  the  existence  and  charac- 
ter of  a  god  ;  and  all  true  religion,  in 'the  existence  and  character 
of  the  true  God  ;  it  is  perfectly  clear,  that  in  these  circumstances 
men  are  incapable  of  forming  a  religion,  which  will  render  them 
acceptable  to  God. 

2dly.  Mankind  are  incapable  of  devising  a  system  of  Duty,  which 
xaill  render  them  acceptable  to  God. 

The  decisive  proof  of  this  proposition  is  found  in  the  fact,  that, 
hitherto,  they  have  never  devised  such  a  system.  The  ancient  phi- 
losophers applied  themselves  to  this  subject  with  intense  labour,  in  a 
vast  multitude  of  instances,  and  through  a  long  series  of  ages.  The 
men,  who  most  diligently  occupied  themselves  in  this  employment, 
possessed  talents,  not  inferior  to  any  equal  number  of  those  who 
have  succeeded  them.  Yet  their  efforts  not  only  failed,  but  failed 
in  such  a  degree,  that  their  doctrines,  taken  in  the  mass,  would  not 
now  be  regarded  with  any  emotion,  but  contempt  and  horror,  by  a 
Christian  child  twelve  years  old.  Their  best  apprehensions  con- 
cerning Virtue,  or  moral  excellence,  were  in  many  respects  crude, 
gross,  and  false.  They  placed  it,  successively,  in  the  love  of  glory ; 
in  the  adherence  to  one,  or  other,  of  their  systems  of  philosophy  ; 
in  courage  ;  and  in  that  love  of  country,  which  prompts  its  inhabi- 
tants to  hate  all  others,  and  to  carry  into  them  fire,  and  sword,  and 
desolation. 

Concerning  the  Supreme  good;  that  is,  the  object,  which  chiefly 
deserves  to  be  pursued  by  man  ;  their  apprehensions  were  equally 
erroneous.  Some  supposed  it  to  be  glory  ;  others  contemplation ; 
others,  what  they  call  wisdom  ;  others  still,  apathy,  sloth,  and  the 
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pleasures  of  sense.  From  their  ignorance,  and  mistakes,  concern- 
ing these  subjects  they  became  absolutely  incompetent  to  devise  a 
system  of  morality  which  would  bear  an  examination,  or  could  be 
adopted  either  with  safety  or  hope  by  their  fellow-men.  As  these 
subjects  were  every  where  radical  in  moral  inquiries  ;  errors  about 
them  were  fundamental ;  and  extended  their  influence  to  all  their 
views  concerning  the  duty  of  man.  Hence  they  enjoined  many 
things  as  duties,  which  we  perceive  to  be  grossly  sinful  and 
abominable ;  and  pronounced  many  things  to  be  lawful,  which  we 
know  to  be  violations  of  the  divine  law.  What  was  right,  also, 
they  so  blended  with  what  was  wrong,  what  was  true  with  what 
was  false,  that  a  separation  of  the  good  from  the  evil  became  im- 
possible to  themselves,  and  their  followers ;  and  much  more  to 
mankind  at  large. 

The  Worship,  which  they  authorized,  (for  they  never  attempted 
to  devise  a  scheme  of  worship  :)  was  made  up  of  the  stupid, 
frenzied  and  abominable,  rites  of  their  respective  countries  :  a 
violation,  alike,  of  common  sense  and  common  decency. 

What  was  done  by  these  men  was,  in  all  probability,  the  utmost 
which  man  is  able  to  djo.  If  Pythagoras,  Thales,  Socrates,  Plato, 
Aristotle,  and  Cicero,  could  notform  just  opinions  concerning  these 
subjects  ;  who,  in  the  same  circumstances,  could  ?  If  their  opin- 
ions concerning  them  were,  to  a  great  extent,  gross  and  contempti- 
ble ;  where  are  the  men,  to  whom  we  could  apply  with  confidence 
for  such  as  were  sound,  profitable  and  certain,  means  of  our  ac- 
ceptance with  God  ? 

'  But  though  the  general  fact,  which  I  have  mentioned,  is  decisive 
proof,  that  men  are  incapable  of  devising  a  system  of  duty,  which 
man  may  safely  pursue,  it  is  not  the  only  proof  of  this  truth.  The 
very  nature  of  the  subject  furnishes,  if  I  mistake  not,  unanswera- 
ble evidence  of  the  same  truth. 

The  only  manner,  in  which  the  human  mind  is  able  to  deter- 
mine, satisfactorily,  concerning  the  moral  nature  of  any  conduct, 
without  the  aid  of  Revelation,  is  by  its  Consequences.  That, 
which  upon  the  whole  ;  or  which  throughout  time  and  eternity,  is 
profitable  to  the  Universe,  is  unquestionably  right.  But  who,  be- 
side God,  can  discern  what  this  is  ?  The  consequences  of  every 
action  are  endless  j  and,  by  them  all,,  this  determination  is  to  be 
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made.  The  Infinite  eye,  only,  can  discover  these  consequences  : 
the  Infinite  mind,  only,  can  comprehend  them.  Man,  plainly,  can 
know  scarcely  one,  out  of  millions,  even  of  those,  which  will  take 
place  in  the  present  world  ;  and  not  one  of  those,  which  will  exist 
beyond  the  grave.  How  absolutely  must  he  err,  who  is  precluded 
from  the  means  of  forming  a  judgment  ? 

The  three  great  duties  of  man  to  his  fellow-men  are  undoubted- 
ly Truth,  Justice,  and  Kindness.  The  first  of  these,  truth,  is  a 
subject  absolutely  definite ;  and  scarcely  less  distinguishable,  in 
any  case,  than  a  mathematical  quantity.  Its  importance,  also,  is 
pre-eminently  great.  The  consequences  of  speaking  it  are  more 
obviously  beneficial,  and  those  of  speaking  falsehood  more  clearly 
pernicious,  than  such  as  follow  any  human  conduct.  Here,  then, 
if  any  where,  we  may  expect  to  find  the  dictates  of  the  human 
understanding  free  from  perplexity,  supported, and  decisive.  Yet, 
in  every  age  of  the  world,  men,  who  have  relied  on  the  investiga- 
tions of  Reason  for  the  establishment  of  a  moral  creed,  have  fallen 
into  very  serious  errors  concerning  this  subject.  Nor  have  these 
been  persons  of  inferior  talents.  Archdeacon  Paley.  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  luminous  writers  of  our  own  time,  pursuing  this 
course  of  inquiry,  has  determined,  that  lying  is  sometimes  lawful ; 
and  this,  with  his  Bible  before  him,  and  the  awful  declaration  of 
God  himself  sounding  in  his  ears  ;  "  There  shall  in  no  wise  enter 
into  the  heavenly  city  any  one,  who  loveth,  and  maketh  a  lie."  If 
such  is  the  decision  of  a  Protestant  Divine,  of  great  eminence, 
when  thus  employed  ;  what  are  we  to  suppose  must  be  tlie  deci- 
sions of  other  men  ?  If  such  is  the  decision  concerning  Truth  ;  a 
subject  perfectly  simple,  obvious,  and  unembarrassing  ;  what  are 
we  to  suppose  must  be  the  determinations  concerning  Justice,  and 
Kindness ;  especially  the  latter ;  far  less  distinctly  understood  ; 
far  less  accurately  defined ;  and  of  course  exposed  to  far  greater 
uncertainty  ? 

With  respect  to  the  duties,  involved  in  the  general  name  of 
Piety,  the  difficulties  are  obviously  greater.  The  first  of  them, 
and  that  evidently  insuperable,  springs  from  the  invincible  ignor- 
ance of  man  concerning  God. 

Most  persons,  who  employ  themselves  in  reasoning  concerning 
this  subject,  deceive  themselves,  if  I  mistake  not.  and  that  grossly, 
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with  respect  to  one  particular  of  very  great  importance.     They 
seem,  very  extensively,  to  suppose  that  reason,  without  any  assist- 
ance, would  be  able  to  discover  the  very  same  arguments  concern- 
ing the  existence  and  character  of  this  glorious  Being,  which,  with 
the  Bible  in  our  hands,  our  own  reason  possesses.     No  opinion  is 
more  fallacious.     From  the  Bible  we  learn  the  existence  of  one 
God  ;  and  the  nature  and  perfection  of  his  character.     From  the 
same  source   we   derive  the  most  just  and  most  comprehensive 
views    of  both  his  works,  and  designs.     In  this  manner  we  are 
placed  in  a  situation  entirely  new  and  unattainable  by  men,  desti- 
tute of  the  light  of  Revelation.     It  is  one  thing  to  know  the  exist- 
ence and  character  of  one  God,  and  then  to  discover  the  proofs 
of  his  existence  and   character,  presented  to  the   mind  by  his 
works  ;  and  wholly  another  thing  to  learn  his  being  and  attributes 
from  the  works  themselves.     In  the  former  case,  many  arguments 
are  discoverable  by  Reason,  of  which,  left  to  itself,  it  would  never 
have  entertained  a  thought.     All  the  arguments,  also,  which  it 
actually  discovers,  are  seen  in  a  new  light ;  and  far  more  clearly, 
distinctly,  comprehensively,  and  therefore  far  more  justly,  and 
satisfactorily,  than   in  the  latter  case.     These  advantages  are  in- 
calculable ;  and  ought  ever  to  be  remembered  with  exact  discrimi- 
nation, and  to  their  full  extent. 

But  even  now,  Revelation  apart,  it  is  a  task  of  extreme  diflS- 
culty  to  prove  the  Unity  of  God  ;  of  so  much  difficulty,  that,  un- 
less I  have  been  deceived,  it  has  never  been  performed  to  the  full 
satisfaction  of  thinking  men.  There  is  also,  to  this  day,  when  we 
lay  aside  the  Scriptures,  not  a  little  uncertainty,  hanging  over  our 
views  and  discussions,  concerning  the  divine  Attributes  ;  particu- 
larly, those  of  a  moral  nature.  Still  more  clouded  and  obscure 
are,  in  this  case,  the  Works  of  God  :  while  his  Designs  are  almost 
absolutely  veiled  in  darkness.  Could  the  divines  and  philoso- 
phers, who  think  most  favourably  concerning  the  capacity  of  Rea- 
son to  direct  our  researches  into  these  sub;ects.  place  ihemselves, 
for  a  short  period,  exactly  in  the  circumstances  of  an  enlightened 
heathen  ;  they  would,  1  suspect,  think  much  less  favourably  con- 
cerning the  powers  of  the  human  Intellect,  than  they  sometimes 
^eem  to  have  done. 

What  Reason  is  really  able  to  accomplish,  with  respect  to  thi? 
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subject,  is  in  all  probability  that,  and  nothing  more  than  that, 
which  it  has  already  accomplished.  Its  efforts  have  been  made 
so  long,  so  often,  so  laboriously,  in  so  many  ditlerent  ages  and 
countries,  and  by  so  many  minds  of  the  first  order,  that  we  can- 
not, without  renouncing  our  own  reason,  expect  them  ever  to  rise 
above  the  height  to  which  they  have  already  attained.  What 
man  has  done,  in  this  respect,  is  justly  pronounced  to  be  all,  which 
man  can  do. 

But  man  has  in  fact  lost,  invariably,  the  knowledge  of  the  one 
perfect  God ;  and,  when  lost,  has  never  recovered  it.  Reason 
has  invariably  formed  many  gods  :  and  these,  without  an  excep- 
tion, have  been  imperfect  in  their  manner  of  existence,  their  at- 
tributes, their  conduct,  and  their  happiness.  They  have  been 
impotent,  foolish,  and  vicious. 

But  the  apprehension,  that  there  are  more  gods  than  one, 
changes  our  whole  system  of  thought  concerning  the  universe  ;  and 
changes  it  entirely.  Both  its  worlds,  and  their  inhabitants,  have  a 
new  origin,  and  a  new  destmation.  They  are  placed  in  entirely 
new  relations ;  subjected  to  an  entirely  different  set  of  laws  ;  and 
are  summoned  to  the  performance  of  an  entirely  different  set  of  du- 
ties. At  the  same  time  it  becomes  impossible,  on  this  plan,  for  an  in- 
dividual  ever  to  know  who,  or  how  many,  are  the  beings,  who  stand 
in  the  relation  of  gods  to  himself ;  or  the  relations,  which  he  bears, 
severally,  to  them.  The  character,  station,  office  and  agency,  of 
each  becomes  absolutely  undiscoverable.  It  becomes  impossible 
to  learn  their  will,  and  his  own  duty.  Of  course,  it  is  equally  im- 
possible for  him  to  know  how  to  please  them ;  when  he  has,  or 
has  not,  pleased  them  ;  and  how  to  obtain  the  rewards,  which 
might  be  expected  from  doing  his  duty.  Every  new  god,  intro- 
duced into  the  system,  renews  all  the  difficulties,  attendant  upon 
our  inquiries  concerning  these  things,  and  others  connected  with 
them,  as  they  respected  him.  who  was  first  placed  by  the  mind  in 
this  exalted  station.  The  difficulties,  therefore,  are  muhiplied, 
as  the  number  of  deities  is  multiplied  ;  and  are  mightily  m;  reased, 
also,  by  the  dilferences  of  character,  stations,  powers,  and  em- 
ployments, which  they  are  supposed  to  possess. 

Such  has  actually  been  the  state  oi Genlilism  with  respect  to  this 
all-important  subiect.     Such  have  been  its  gods  ;  such  the  variety. 
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and  uncertainty,  of  their  character,  stations,  and  pleasure ;  such 
the  undeterminable  nature  of  the  duties,  owed  to  them.  Hence 
the  nations,  \Yho  have  embraced  this  scheme ;  and  the  philoso- 
phers as  truly,  as  other  men  ;  have  been  ab.'^oJutely  unsettled  with 
regard  to  their  own  moral  actions  ;  especiail_y  those,  included  un- 
der the  name  of  Piety.  The  coMsequei.ce  has  been  that,  which 
could  not  fail  of  being  rationall)  expected  :  a  deplorable  degene- 
rac}  of  mind,  and  an  absolute  corruption  of  life,  with  regard  to  all 
these  duties.  It  ought  here  to  be  observed,  that  this  system  has 
not  been  improved  by  philosophers  :  I  mean,  upon  the  whole. 
That  ihey  formed  just  opinions  concerning  some  subjects  must 
certainly  be  acknowledged  ;  but  that  their  wtiole  scheme  of  moral 
doctrines,  and  duties,  was  at  all  fitted  to  make  men  better  than 
they  found  them,  I  see  no  reason  to  believe.  The  system  of  the 
Iroquois  is  less  absurd,  less  a  vagrant  from  truth  and  virtue,  than 
that  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  That  of  the  Hindoos  is  worse 
than  either. 

The  duties  of  piety  which  are  most  obvious  to  reason,  are  Re- 
verence, and  Gratitude.  In  the  state  of  man.  which  we  have  been 
contemplating,  both  are  nece?sarily  attended  with  very  serious 
difficulties,  arising  from  two  sources:  the  character,  and  the 
number,  of  the  deities,  admitted  into  the  system. 

All  our  views  and  emotions  toward  any  being,  with  whom  we 
are  connected,  or  suppose  ourselves  to  be  connected,  are  necessa- 
rily regulated  by  the  character  of  that  being.  If  he  be  great,  wise, 
and  good;  they  are  naturally  expansive,  and  elevated:  if  he  be 
little,  foolish,  and  wicked  ;  (hey  are  of  course  shrivelled  ;  at  the 
best  listless  ;  and  not  unfrequently  hostile.  But  the  gods  of  every 
polytheist  have  uniformly  sustained  the  latter  character  :  and  this 
fact  furnishes  decisive  proof,  that  polytheism  can  form  no  other 
gods.  The  most  exalted  of  them  is  infinitely  distant  from  Jeho- 
vah. All  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  vanity^  and  a  lie  :  not  false 
only,  but  empty,  also,  of  all  the  proper  perfections  of  God. 

The  supreme  God  of  ever>  man,  whether  he  be  Jehovah,  Ju- 
piter, a  calf,  or  a  stock,  is  the  highest  object,  which  that  man 
knows.  Above  the  character  of  this  deity  his  mind  will  never 
rise.  Beyond  it  his  views  will  never  expand.  His  reverence 
and  his  gratitude,  if  directod  to  Jehovah,  tliat  is,  cordially,  will 


^E.K.  lll.j  ON  REVELATION.  do 

of  course  be  such,  as  in  some  measure  to  become  the  character  of 
this  infinitely  great,  and  glorious  object ;  if  to  Jupiter,  will  sink, 
as  the  object  of  his  worship  is  diminished  ;  if  to  a  calf,  or  a  stock, 
will,  to  say  the  least,  approach  the  verge  of  nihility. 

The  same  eiiect  will  in  a  great  measure  be  produced  by  Un- 
certain ij,  in  the  mind  of  the  worslnpper  concerning  the  charac- 
ter of  his  deity.  Doubtful  reverence  and  gratitude  are  exercises 
of  the  mind,  attended  with  all  the  buitlensome  influence  of  sus- 
pense ;  and  are  unsupported,  and  unawakened,  by  any  settled 
conviction  of  their  obligatory  nature.  In  this  situation  they  arc 
rendered,  at  the  best,  only  by  fits  and  starts,  and  always  with  re- 
luctance, when  rendered  at  all ;  are  feeble  efforts,  when  they  ex- 
ist ;  and  exist  only  at  solitary  intervals. 

In  the  minds  of  men  of  understanding  there  will  also  arise  an- 
other, and  that  an  immoveable,  obstacle  to  the  performance  of 
these  duties.  This  is  au  absolute  uncertainty  of  being  accepted 
in  the  performance  of  any  duty  whatever.  Socrates  doubted 
whether  God  would  accept  the  prayers  of  men,  and  advised  his 
pupil  to  unite  with  his  countrymen  in  their  customary  worship, 
until  God  should  disclose  by  revelation  the  worship,  which  he 
would  accept.  This,  probably,  was  one  commanding  reason  to 
many  of  the  ancient  philosophers,  by  which  they  were  induced  to 
participate  in  a  ritual  so  unfounded  and  revolting,  as  those  of 
their  respective  countries.  The  absurdities  of  this  worship,  in 
many  of  these  countries  at  least,  it  is  impossible,  that  they  should 
not  have  perceived  :  but  they  knew  not  what  to  substitute  in  its 
place. 

The  number  of  the  gods  of  Polytheism  added  immeasurably  to 
these  difliculties.  As  the  Gentiles  knew  not  vvho,  or  what,  their 
gods  were  ;  they  could  not  know  what  relations  they  sustained  to 
them  ;  or  what  duties  they  owed  ;  or  in  what  manner  those  du- 
ties were  to  be  rendered.  In  the  multitude  of  these  deities  they 
found  new  and  still  more  perplexing  embarrassments.  The 
number  was  uncertain  ;  and  the  proper  character  of  each  abso- 
lutely doubtful.  The  concern,  which  each  had  with  human  af- 
fairs, the  pleasure  of  each,  and  the  services  which  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  him,  were  ail  absolutely  unknown.  Every  god,  intro- 
duced into  the  system  after  the  first,  renewed  all  the  difficulties. 
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attendant  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  first.  Thus  the  perplexi- 
ties of  the  votary  were  multiplied  without  end  :  and  what  was  the 
gratitude,  and  uhat  was  the  reverence,  due  to  each,  could  never 
be  determined  even  with  a  hope  of  success. 

Thus,  if  1  mistake  not,  it  is  clearly  evident,  that  man,  without 
the  aid  of  Revelation,  is  unable  to  find  out  a  religion,  which  will 
render  him  acceptable  to  God  ;  that  in  this  situation  he  is  ignorant  of 
God,  and  incapable  of  devising  a  system  of  duty,  in  the  performance 
of  which  he  may  hope  to  be  accepted. 

Instead  of  pursuing  the  subject  through  other  considerations  at 
the  present  time,  I  shall  conclude  my  discourse  with  three 

REMARKS. 

1st.  From  these  observations  we  cannot,  I  think,  fail  to  see  the  ab' 
solute  necessity  of  a  revelation. 

If  the  view,  given  in  this  discourse  concerning  the  ability  of 
Reason  to  find  out  a  religion,  which  will  render  us  acceptable  to 
God,  is  just;  the  necessity  of  a  revelation  cannot  be  questioned. 
If,  without  Revelation,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  existence  and  cha- 
racter of  God  ;  if  we  know  not,  and  cannot  know,  the  duties, 
which  we  owe  to  him  and  to  each  other ;  if  these  things  are  ac- 
tually hidden  from  the  eyes  of  all  living  ;  then  we  infinitely  need 
to  have  these  things  communicated  to  us  by  himself.  Without 
the  possession  of  them  we  cannot  hope  for  his  favour ;  and  with- 
out his  favour  we  cannot  be  happy. 

2dly.  From  the  observations  made  iyi  this  discourse,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  objection!  against  the  Scriptures,  as  a  revelation  from  God  f 
that  they  were  published  at  so  late  a  period  ;  is  groundless. 

Infidels  have  triumphantly  alleged  this  fact  against  the  Divine 
origin  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.  They  gravely  inform  us, 
that,  if  God  had  thought  such  a  revelation  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  teaching  mankind  his  character,  and  their  duty  ;  he 
would  certainly  have  communicated  it  from  the  beginning.  ••  If," 
say  they,  "  we  need  such  a  communication,  in  order  to  enable  us 
to  know  the  will  of  God  ;  it  was  equally  needed  by  every  pre- 
ceding generation  of  men.  How  unreasonable,  then,  is  the 
supposition,  that  this  all-wise  Being,  regarding  the  whole  human 
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race  with  equal  benevolence,  delayed  this  important  blessing  till 
the  time  o( Mo^es  j  norethan  two  thousand  years  after  the  pro- 
fessed date  of  the  creation  ?  What,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
this  same  revelation,  are  we  to  suppose  became  of  the  unhappy 
beings,  who  lived  before  this  date,  and  were  unable  to  know  their 
duty,  because  it  was  not  revealed  ?  Are  we  to  attribute  such  par- 
tiality to  the  intinitely  wise  and  just  Ruler  of  all  things?  How 
much  more  rational  then  is  it  to  believe,  that  the  religion  of  na- 
ture is  the  true  religion ;  and  that  the  duties,  which  it  pre- 
scribes, are  the. real  and  only  duties  of  mankind?  This  reli- 
gion was  published  in  the  beginning;  and  has  been  continued 
without  interruption  through  all  the  succeeding  generations  of  our 
race." 

To  these  specious  observations  I  answer  in  the  First  place. 

That  the  religion  of  J^ature  is  not  even  yet  published. 

The  tirst  error  of  Infidels,  with  respect  to  this  subject,  and  that 
a  fatal  one,  is,  that  what  they  call  the  religion  of  nature  may  be 
the  means  of  our  acceptance  with  God.  If  1  mistake  not ;  this  has 
been  amply  shown  in  the  progress  of  the  present  discourse.  It 
has  appeared,  at  least  to  me,  clear,  beyond  reasonable  debate,  that 
mankind  in  the  exercise  of  their  reason  have  been  so  far  from  dis- 
covering such  a  religion,  as  can  become  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing this  all-important  end,  that  they  have  wholly  failed  of  discover- 
ing either  of  its  great  constituent  parts.  They  have  neither  known 
Got?,  nor  his  pleasure ;  and  of  course  can  neither  perform  their 
duty,  nor  become  acceptable  to  him.  Were  Jupiter  the  real  God ; 
such  a  religion  might,  perhaps,  secure  our  safety  :  but  from  Jeho- 
vah it  furnishes  not  a  single  hope.  That  the  Infinitely  perfect 
Being  will  bless  those  who  please  him,  and  those  only,  there  can- 
not be  a  sober  doubt.  Equally  indubitable  is  it,  that  those,  whose 
character  comports  exactly  with  this  fiivourite  religion  of  Infidels, 
can  never  please  him  ;  but  must  be  odious  and  abominable  in 
his  sight.  To  them,  therefore,  there  cannot  be  a  hope  oi  accept- 
ance. 

Secondly,  The  revelation  of  the  zoill  of  God  was  begun  with  the 
first  man  ;  and  that,  immediately  after  his  creation;  and  from  him 
was  continued  in  a  series  of  communications  down  to  the  date  of 
the  Pentateuch. 

VOL.    I. 
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Infidels  will  not  themselves  deny,  that  this  is  declared  in  the 
Scriptures  :  the  only  source,  from  which  we  can  derive  any  know- 
ledge of  the  subject.  No  more  can  they  deny,  that  it  was  repeat- 
ed to  Enoch ;  to  J^oah  and  his  family ;  to  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob ;  to  Job  and  his  friends ;  and  not  improbably  to  many 
others.  It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  Revelation  was  begun  at  a 
period,  sufficiently  early  at  least,  if  we  receive  the  testimony, 
given  by  itself :  and,  without  this,  we  know  nothing  concerning  the 
subject. 

Thirdly,  Had  mankind  been  willing  to  retain,  and  obey,  the  will 
of  God  ;  everu  generation  woidd  have  been  possessed  of  this  invalua- 
ble blessing. 

Had  the  descendants  of  AbaA,  in  their  several  generations,  cher- 
ished this  disposition  ;  nay,  had  they  not  been  directly  hostile  to 
their  duty  ;  Revelation  would  have  descended  through  every 
generation  of  men  to  the  present  time. 

It  may  be  replied,  that  this  answer  reaches  only  a  part  of  the 
difficulty ;  since  preceding  generations  have  actually  lost  the 
Revelation,  which  they  possessed ;  and  therefore  their  descend- 
ants have  been  born  and  lived  without  the  knowledge  which 
it  conveyed,  and  which  to  them  is  here  considered  as  indis- 
pensable. 

To  this  observation  I  rejoin,  that,  although  its  truth  is  readily 
admitted,  the  consequence,  intentionally  derived  from  it,  will  not 
follow. 

The  only  manner,  in  which  God  could  satisfy  this  demand,  would 
be  to  make  a  Revelation  to  every  age  and  tribe  of  mankind  ;  and, 
it  would  seem,  to  every  family  and  person.  The  revelation, 
made  to  Jeroboam,  was  forgotten  by  all  his  children,  except  one ; 
thatto^Aa6,by  all  his  ;  andthatto  Je/m,byallhis.  Those,  made  to 
Jehoshaphal,  were  renounced  by  Jehoram  ;  those  to  Hezekiah,  by 
Manasaeh  ;  and  those  to  Jusiah,  by  his  children.  From  the  whole 
history  of  man  we  have  little  reason  to  believe,  that,  without  a  con- 
stant scries  of  miracles,  any  revelation,  beside  a  written  one, 
could  be  preserved.  Even  a  written  revelation  was  sustained 
among  the  Jews  by  a  series  of  miracles  ;  and  in  this  manner  was 
preserved  with  extreme  difficulty.  These  facts  teach  us  the 
verv  manner,  in  which  it  must  be  continued,  if  continued  at  all. 
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among  the  rest  of  mankind.  But  can  it  be  supposed,  that  God, 
in  order  to  preserve  even  the  knowledge  of  his  character  and 
pleasure,  would  convert  his  whole  Providence  into  a  series  of  mi- 
raculous dispensations  ? 

Especially  will  this  supposition  appear  extraordinary,  when  we 
remember,  that  the  beings,  for  whom  all  this  is  demanded,  violate 
every  dictate  of  the  divine  will  which  they  know  ;  and  steadily 
act  in  opposition  to  their  own  consciences.  Certainly  such  beings 
must  have  very  imperfect  claims,  if  they  can  be  supposed  to  have 
any  claims,  even  to  the  least  blessings  ;  much  more  to  the  series 
of  dispensations  proposed.  All  this,  however,  would  not  answer 
the  end.  Were  the  revelation  proposed  actually  to  be  made ; 
there  is  little  reason  to  believe,  that  it  would  be  either  welcomed 
or  obeyed.  Infidels  have  now  abundant  and  decisive  evidence; 
such,  as  they  cannot  answer ;  and  such,  as  ought  therefore  to 
satisfy  them,  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God.  Yet  they  are. 
unsatisfied ;  and  oppose,  deny,  and  calumniate,  the  Bible.  Vast 
multitudes,  also,  of  mankind,  who  acknowledge  its  divine  origin, 
contend  against  its  doctrines,  and  disobey  its  precepts.  The 
reason  is  obvious :  they  love  sin ;  and  dread  its  punishment; 
For  the  very  same  reason  Revelation  has  been  resisted  in  every 
age.  "  This  is  the  condemnation,"  says  the  Saviour  of  men, 
"  that  light  is  come  into  the  world ;  and  men  loved  darkness 
rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  were  evil.  He,  that  doth 
evil,  hateth  the  light ;  neither  cometh  to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds 
should  be  reproved." 

3dly.  From  the  same  source  roe  learn,  that  another  objection^ 
against  the  divine  origin  of  the  Scriptures,  customarily  made  hy 
Infidels  ;  viz.  that  they  have  not  beenmore  extensively  given  to  man- 
kind ;  is  vain  and  futile. 

Infidels  customarily  speak  of  natural  religion  as  having  been 
communicated  to  the  whole  human  race.  Yet  even  themselves, 
whenever  they  appeal  to  facts,  are  obliged  to  recur  to  the  ancient 
philosophers  ;  and  those,  almost  solely  of  Greece  and  Rome,  Ex- 
clusively of  the  discoveries,  which  are  attributed  to  these  men, 
there  is  not  now,  there  never  has  been.  Revelation  apart,  any 
thing  that  can  be  called  religion.  After  mighty  and  long  continu- 
ed labours  on  this  subject;    after  many  and  most  magnificent 
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promises ;  Infidels  have  never  been  able  to  produce  any  thing 
more.  Lord  Herbert,  after  having  made  the  strongest  declara- 
tions, that  the  religion  of  Nature  is  innate  in  the  mind  of  every 
man,  and  is  there  written  by  the  linger  of  God,  is  compelled  to 
confess  that  it  has  been  obliterated  from  the  minds  of  almost  all 
men.  But  the  philosophers  in  question  were  a  little  company  of 
men  ;  and  all,  who  ever  read  their  books,  were  but  a  mere  iiand- 
ful.  There  are  more  persons  in  the  United  States  at  the  present 
moment,  who  read  the  Scriptures,  and  are  in  a  good  degree 
acquainted  with  the  religion,  which  they  contain,  than  the  whole 
number,  which  have  read  any  philosophical  writings  since 
Philosophy  was  first  written.  There  were  far  more  persons  in 
the  Jewish  nation,  and  in  most  ages  of  that  nation,  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  writings  of  Moses,  and  afterwards  with  those  of 
the  prophets,  than  were  ever  acquainted  with  the  Greciaii  and  Ro- 
man philosophy. 

It  ought  here  to  be  observed,  that  these  writings,  also,  came 
into  existence  at  so  late  a  period,  that  they  are  liable  to  the  full 
force  of  the  preceding  objection.  These  Philosophers  lived  very 
long  after  the  time  oi  Moses  ^  and  most  of  them  very  little  before, 
and  some  of  them  after,  the  time  of  Christ.  Had  they,  ihertfore, 
discovered  a  religion,  which  would  render  men  accepted  by  their 
Maker,  that  religion  would  have  been  liable  to  both  these 
objections,  in  a  far  higher  degree  than  the  religion  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. 

But  the  truth  is  ;  the  rel-gion,  which  they  taught,  was  as  little 
fitted  to  accomplish  this  great  end,  as  that,  which  was  embraced 
by  the  people  at  large.  They  cleared  the  common  Gentilism 
of  some  absurdities,  and  ornamented  it  wilh  some  doctrines  and 
precepts  which  were  just  and  defensible.  But  they  added  many 
absurdities  of  their  own  ;  taught  false  doctrines  of  their  own  ;  and 
increased  the  number  of  immoral  precepts.  All  these,  also, 
Ihey  impressed  on  the  mind  with  the  whole  force  of  their  genius, 
learning,  eloquence,  and  authority.  In  tlie  mean  time,  their  ex- 
ample destroyed  the  influence  of  their  instructions,  when  they 
were  true ;  and  increased  it,  when  they  were  false.  \^  hat, 
therefore,  they  found  bad  in  itself  they  made  worse  upon  the 
whole,  and  not  better. 


SERMON  IV. 
ON  REVELATION. 

MAN  CANNOT  FIND  OUT  A  RELIGION  WHICH  WILL  RENDER 
HIM  ACCEPTABLE  TO  GOD.     SERMON  II. 

Job  xxviii.   12,  \o. 

Where  shall    Wisdom  be  found,  and  where  is  the  place  of  under- 

standing  ? 
Man  knoweth  not  the  price  thereof^  neither  is  it  found  in  the  land 

of  the  living. 

An  intelligent  and  sober  man,  surveying  himself,  and  the  ob- 
jects around  him.  would  very  naturally  form  a  series  of  reflec- 
tions, like  the  following. 

"  Whence,  and  what,  -am  I  ?  How  came  I  to  be,  to  be  what, 
and  where,  I  am  ?  My  frame  is  a  complication  of  wonders,  ut- 
terly surpassing  my  comprehension.  It  is  alive.  What  is  that 
life;  and  whence  derived  ?  It  can  move.  What  is  the  cause  of 
its  motions  ?  It  is  the  medium,  through  which  I  receive  an  end- 
less multitude  of  sensations  both  pleasurable  and  painful.  By 
what  mysterious  power  does  it  become  this  medium?  lean 
think,  and  choose  :  I  can  imagine,  and  feel :  I  can  hope,  and  fear : 
I  can  love,  and  hate  :  I  can  enjoy,  and  suffer.  In  what  manner 
are  these  wonderful  affections  produced?" 

"  I  am  placed  in  a  world,  full  of  wonders.  The  vegetable,  the 
animal,  and  the  mineral,  kingdoms  are  replenished  with  objects 
of  a  marvellous  nature  ;  effects,  which  I  can  understand  very  im- 
perfectly ;  and  causes,  which  I  can  scarcely  understand  at  all. 
Yet  I  can  distinctly  perceive,  that  they  are  extensively  fitted  for 
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the  use  of  man ;  and  appear,  as  if  they  were  intended,  to  a  great 
extent  at  least,  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  myself  and  my 
fellow-men.  But  what  are  we  ?  For  what  end  were  we  made  ? 
for  there  are  so  visible,  and  numerous,  proofs  of  contrivance,  and 
of  such  wonderful  contrivance,  in  both  the  body  and  the  mind  of 
man,  that  it  is  irrational,  and  seems  to  be  impossible,  not  to  con- 
clude, that  we  were  made.  Who,  and  what,  is  He,  by  whom  we 
were  made  ?  How  plainly  must  his  nature  transcend  all  such 
comprehension,  as  mine.  In  the  contemplation  of  such  power, 
wisdom  and  agency,  as  I  see  displayed  in  myself,  and  in  all  things 
which  are  presented  to  my  view,  I  am  lost  in  astonishment.  For 
what  purpose  was  I  made  ?  I  and  all  other  men  must  soon  go  to 
the  grave.  Shall  I  then  perish;  or  shall  I  survive  the  tomb,  and 
re-exist  in  future  periods  of  endless  duration  ?  Of  what  incom- 
prehensible importance  are  these  questions  ?  Who  can  answer 
them  ?" 

"  If  man  is  destined  to  be  immortal,  and  may  be  happy 
throughout  eternity ;  what  measures  shall  he  undertake,  to  in- 
sure this  happiness  ?  Where,  how,  with  whom,  shall  he  exist  ? 
What  will  be  his  circumstances  ?  How  shall  he  act,  so  as  to 
make  all  these  things  desirable,  when  he  shall  arrive  in  the  fu- 
ture world  ?" 

Thoughts,  like  these,  have  probably  passed  through  the  mind 
of  every  man,  possessed  of  the  character,  which  I  have  mention- 
ed. Not  improbably,  they  may  often  have  engrossed  his  deepest 
attention  ;  awakened  anxiety  and  alarm ;  produced  perplexity ; 
forced  the  thoughts  to  wander  into  the  eternal  world  ;  to  explore 
with  distressing  solicitude  the  character,  and  designs,  of  God ; 
and  to  ask,  "  What  will  become  of  mc,  when  my  soul  shall  be  se- 
parated from  my  body?"  "  fFAere,"  he  will  irresistibly  exclaim, 
"  shall  the  Wisdom  be  found,  which  shall  make  mc  acceptable  to 
God  ?  Where  is  the  place  o/that  Understanding,  which  will  ena- 
ble me  effectually  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  my  future  being? 
Man  certainly  knoweth  not  the  price  thereof^  for  its  value  is  be- 
yond all  price  :  neither  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the  living  ;  for 
such  a  discovery  would  have  tilled  the  world  with  astonishment 
and  rapture ;  and  the  tidings  must  have  vibrated  through  every 
nation,  and  every  succeedine;  age  of  man." 


bER.  IV.J  ON  REVELATION.  63 

I  have  already  stated  several  difficulties,  which  have  prevent- 
ed mankind  from  discovering  a  religion,  capable  of  rendering 
them  acceptable  to  God.  It  is  now  my  design  to  consider  this 
subject  with  respect  to  several  other  things,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  fundamental ;  and  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  will,  when 
fairly  examined,  prove  the  doctrine  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt. 
In  this  examination  I  shall  pursue  the  scheme,  adopted  in  a 
former  discourse  ;  and  shall  consider  that,  which  man  can  do  con- 
cerning this  all-important  subject,  as  being  what  man  has  already 
done.  It  would  be  idle,  here,  to  enter  into  abstract  speculations 
concerning  the  possible  extent  of  the  powers  of  man.  After  all 
the  laborious  efforts,  which  have  been  made,  and  made  with  eve- 
ry advantage,  it  is  perfect  trifling  to  inquire  whether  there  may 
not  be  hereafter  some  superior  mind,  or  a  mind  possessed  of 
some  superior  advantages,  by  which  this  mighty  discovery  may 
be  more  successfully  made.  Cicero^s  remark  is,  here,  plainly 
conclusive  :  "  That  it  makes  no  difference  whether  no  man  is 
wise,  or  whether  no  man  can  be  wise." 

Still,  I  propose,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  greater  satisfac- 
tion in  the  minds  of  my  audience,  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the 
case  ;  and  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry  shall  attempt  to  show,  that 
Reason  cannot  possibly  make  this  discovery,  and  to  exhibit  the 
real  grounds  of  this  impossibility. 

Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  I  observe  ge- 
nerally, 

That  our  duty  cannot  be  performed,  unless  it  is  known  j 
That  it  cannot  be  known,  unless   our  relations  to   the  beings,  to 
whom  our  duties  are  owed,  be  known  ;  and 

That  these  relations  cannot  be  known,  unless  the  nature,  charac- 
ter, and  circumstances,  of  these  beings,  out  of  which  all  these  rela- 
tions rise,  and  on  which  they  all  d&pend,  be  also  known. 

These  propositions,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  admitted  ;  since  they 
cannot  be  denied  without  violence  to  Reason. 

It  will  be  the  particular  design  of  this  discourse  to  show,  that 
the  several  things,  which  I  have  specified,  are  unknown.  Should 
this  be  evinced  ;  it  will  follow,  that  our  duty,  so  far,  must  be  also 
unknown  ;  and  that  whatever  reward  might  be  acquired  from  the 
performance  of  our  duty  must  be  unattainable,  unless  we  can  de- 
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rive  the  knowledge  of  it  from  some  other  source  than  the  exercise 
of  our  reason. 

In  support  of  this  scheme,  I  observe, 

I.  That  Reason,  lejt  lo  itself,  cannot  understand  the  Nature  of 
God, 

Simonides,  having  been  asked  by  Dionysius,  the  tyrant  oi  Sicily, 
what  God  was,  requested  a  day's  time  to  consider  the  subject. 
At  the  end  of  this  period,  instead  of  returning  an  answer,  he  re- 
quested two  more  ;  at  the  end  of  these,  four ;  and  at  the  end  of  all, 
answered,  that  he  was  unable  to  tell.  Every  man,  who  looks 
into  his  own  bosom,  will  distinctly  perceive,  that,  as  face  answer- 
eth  to  face  in  the  water,  so  does  his  mind  to  that  of  the  philoso- 
pher. No  words  will  be  necessary  to  convince  him  of  his  own 
ignorance  of  this  great  and  mysterious  Being.  If  he  makes  se- 
rious efforts  to  analyze  his  character  ;  he  will  find  difficulties, 
substantially  the  same  with  those  which  met  the  eye  of  Simonides  ; 
and  will  feel  that  he  needs,  not  a  few  days,  not  a  few  years,  not  a 
single  life,  but  many  lives,  and  many  centuries,  to  acquire  satis- 
factory views  concerning  this  unfathomable  subject.  After  all  his 
labours,  after  all  his  anxieties,  he  will  find  himself  compelled  to 
address  to  his  own  soul  the  language  of  Zophar  to  Job,  "  Canst 
thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  canst  thou  find  out  the  Almighty 
unto  perfection  ?  It  is  high  as  heaven ;  what  canst  thou  do  ? 
deeper  than  hell  ;  what  canst  thou  know  ?  the  measure  thereof  is 
longer  than  the  earth  ;  and  broader  than  the  sea." 

What  is  thus  irresistibly  proved  by  every  man  in  his  own  seri- 
ous attempts  to  investigate  the  subject  is  in  the  most  decisive 
manner,  also,  evident  from  facts.  Reason  has  never  been  able 
to  determine  whether  there  has  been  one  God,  or  two.  or  many. 
The  conduct  of  men  in  this  respect  has  been  very  remarkable. 
Imagination  has  formed  the  gods  of  Reason,  or  Philosophy.  The 
process  appears  to  have  been  this.  The  common  people,  amid 
the  various  displays  of  the  divine  Presence  and  Agency  in  the 
natural  world,  which  made  strong  impressions  on  their  imagina- 
tion, fastened  upon  one,  and  another,  as  peculiar  objects  of  vene- 
ration ;  connecting  with  them  various  traditional  doctrines,  and 
stories,  in  an  association,  which  became  ultimately  permanent. 
From  reverencing  God  in  these  objects  they  came  ultimately, 
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and  speedily,  to  reverence  the  objects  themselves  as  gods. 
From  believing,  that  God  was  peculiarly  manifested  in  these  ob- 
jects, they  soon  came  to  fancy,  that  each  of  the  objects  was  a 
god.  When  they  had  once  attributed  to  them  this  character ; 
the  poets,  in  the  wanton  indulgence  of  imagination  also,  added  to 
their  origin  and  character  innumerable  suggestions,  made  by  an 
excursive  mind,  concerning  their  employments,  their  stations, 
their  powers,  and  their  connection  with  men.  In  this  situation 
they  were  taken  up  by  the  philosophers.  There  is  no  solid 
ground  for  believing,  that  the  reason  of  these  men  at  all  lessened 
the  number,  or  materially  improved  the  character,  of  the  Deities, 
transmitted  to  them  by  the  fancy  of  their  predecessors.  Of  the 
three  hundred  Jupiters,  or  supreme  gods,  of  Philosophy,  it  is  ori- 
ginally, and  mathematically  certain,  that  all  must  be  false,  except 
one.  A  glance  of  the  eye  proves  that  one  equally  false ;  because 
fraught  with  gross  and  miserable  imperfection. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  at  the  present  time,  that  the 
debates  of  Philosophy  about  the  substance  of  God,  his  manner 
of  existence,  his  attributes,  and  his  providence,  were  endless. 
Nothing  could  more  clearly  prove  the  difficulties,  which,  to  hu- 
man beings,  attend  the  subject,  than  these  debates,  and  the  di- 
versity and  contrariety  of  opinion  which  they  unfold.  Had  the 
Divine  Character  been  obvious  to  the  Reason  of  Man;  it  is  im- 
possible, that  he  should  have  found  the  object  of  his  worship  in 
the  sun,  the  moon,  the  planets,  and  the  stars  ;  in  the  four  elements  ; 
in  the  world  at  large ;  in  living  and  dead  men  ;  in  animals  of 
every  description,  even  down  to  frogs,  and  flies ;  in  innumerable 
creatures  of  imagination;  in  a  multitude  of  productions,  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom  ;  and  in  images,  formed  of  the  various  metals, 
of  wood,  and  of  stone. 

That  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  Reason,  unassisted  by  Revela- 
tion, to  prove,  that  there  is  but  one  God,  is  certain  from  the  fact, 
that  Reason,  thus  circumstanced,  has  never  furnished  this  proof. 
The  volumes  of  heathen  antiquity  are  absolutely  vacant  of  any 
satisfactory  evidence  on  this  subject.  Nor  is  this  all.  Not  an 
individual  Philosopher,  in  the  whole  number;  appears  steadily  to 
have  believed  the  existence  of  one  God  onl} .  Socrates,  as  truly  as 
the  rest,  speaks,  indifferently,  o(  God  in  the  singular,  and  goda  in  the 
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plural :  and  both  he  and  they  encouraged,  and  practised,  the  poly- 
theistic worship.  On  the  one  hand  they  recommended  (he  idola- 
try of  their  respective  countries;  and  on  the  other  employed  their 
talents  to  support  it. 

We,  perhaps,  may  smile  at  the  views,  which  they  formed  con- 
cerning this  subject ;  and  may  easily  forget,  that  for  all  our  su- 
perior knowledge  we  are  indebted  to  the  Scriptures.  Our  smiles 
may  be  spared.  In  their  circumstances  we  should  have  thought, 
and  acted,  in  the  same  manner.  Many  of  the  men,  who  thus 
taught,  and  practised,  were  among  the  ablest  of  the  human  race. 
The  Scriptures  furnish  many  aids  to  our  reason  in  examining 
this  subject,  of  which  the  ancient  Philosophers  were  necessarily 
destitute.  Of  theses  Infidels  are  amply  possessed.  Yet  no  Infi- 
del has  hitherto  produced  any  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  Unity 
of  God.  That  this  would  have  been  done,  had  it  been  in  their 
power,  cannot  be  doubted  :  since  their  inducements  to  accomphsh 
it  have  been  more  than  sufficient. 

But  the  Unity  of  God,  as  every  one  who  has  read  the  Scrip- 
tures perfectly  knows,  from  the  stress  which  they  lay  upon  it,  is 
a  doctrine  of  supreme  importance  towards  our  knowledge  of  the 
relations,  which  exist  between  us  and  him.  If  there  is  but  one 
God;  our  reverence,  gratitude,  and  obedience^  are  due  to  him  only  : 
if  there  are  two  ;  this  tribute  is  due  either  equally,  or  unequally,  to 
both.  It  has  ever  been  the  conclusion  of  Reason,  that  all  the  be- 
ings, to  whom  this  title  was  justly  given,  had  a  claim  to  the  reli- 
gious services  of  mankind.  Accordingly,  those  among  the  heathen, 
who  held  that  there  were  two  Gods,  one  good  and  the  other  evil, 
worshipped  both ;  and  generally  rendered,  as  do  the  Aborigines 
of  this  country,  peculiar  homage  to  the  evil  deity,  in  order  to  se- 
cure themselves  from  the  sufferings,  which  they  expected  him, 
otherwise,  to  inflict.  What  an  immeasurable  change  is  thus  intro- 
duced atonce  into  the  religious  duty  of  men,  in  consequence  of  their 
ignorance  of  the  Unity  of  God,  and  their  admission  of  a  second 
into  their  creed.  We  here  see  men  forsaking  Jehovah,  and  ren- 
dering their  supreme  homage  to  a  being,  invested  with  all  the  at- 
tributes of  Satan. 

Further :   if  there  be  two  Gods,  what  are  our  relations  to  each  ? 
By  which  of  them,  if  it  be  allowed  that  we  are  creatures,  were  we 
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created  ?  By  which  of  them  are  we  preserved  ?  From  which  of 
them  do  we  derive  the  means  of  supporting  Hfe,  and  rendering  it 
desirable  ?  To  which  of  them  must  we  look  for  the  continuance 
of  our  being  in  the  future  ages  of  duration  ?  By  which  of  them  is 
this  world  governed  ?  Are  all  these  things,  and  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  to  be  attributed  to  them  both :  and,  if  so,  are  thev 
equally  or  unequally  attributable  ?  Who  can  answer  these 
questions  ? 

It  is  perfectly  evident,  that  the  relations,  which  we  sustain  to  a 
being,  whom  we  style  God,  must  be  essentially  dependent  on  these 
considerations  :  and,  until  the  latter  can  be  satisfactorily  determin- 
ed, the  former,  together  with  all  the  duties  springing  from  them, 
must  remain  unknown. 

Voltaire  pronounced  God  to  be  an  imperfect  and  dependent  being. 
If  this  is  his  character;  (and  that  it  is  the  real  character  of  all  the 
gods,  acknowledged  by  both  Heathen  and  Infidel  Philosophy,  is 
unquestionable  ;)  it  is  of  incomprehensible  moment  to  us,  that  we 
know,  so  far  as  it  can  be  known,  what  is  the  kind,  and  what  the 
measure,  of  the  services,  whether  mental  or  external,  which  he 
will  require.  That  he  will  require  us  to  think  justly  of  him  must 
undoubtedly  be  admitted.  In  order  to  do  this,  it  is  indispensable, 
that  we  know  on  whom,  and  in  what  respects,  he  is  dependent ; 
and  in  what  particulars,  and  to  what  degree,  he  is  imperfect.  If 
he  himself  be  just ;  he  cannot  demand  of  us,  that  we  ascribe  to  him 
attributes,  which  he  does  not  possess  ;  nor  in  degrees,  in  which  he 
does  not  possess  them.  Who  is  able  to  make  these  ascriptions 
truly. 

Further.  In  what  manner  shall  we  obtain  the  knowledge  of  his 
zoill ;  the  degree  of  love,  reverence,  and  confidence,  which  he  re- 
quires ;  the  kind  of  worship,  which  he  expects  ;  or  the  practical 
obedience,  with  which  he  will  be  satisfied  ?  Or  are  all  these  things 
to  be  left  to  conjecture  and  accident  ? 

In  the  Scriptures  Jehovah  is  exhibited  as  possessing  unlimited 
and  absolute  perfection.  How  different  must  be  the  homage  and 
the  obedience  due  to  such  a  being,  from  those,  which  can  be  claim- 
ed by  one  who  is  dependent  and  imperfect. 

The  true  God  either  is,  or  is  not,  the  Creator,  the  Preserver,  the 
Benefactor,  the  Rvler.  and  the  Revnrder,  of  all  beings.   The  seve- 
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ral  relations,  here  expressed,  are  plainly  of  incomprehensible 
importance  to  us.  If  he  is  not  our  Creator;  then  we  are  not  his 
property,  and  in  this  respect  owe  him  nothing,  if  he  is  not  our 
Benefactor;  he  can  claim  from  us  no  gratitude  for  any  of  the 
blessings,  which  we  enjoy.  If  tie  is  not  our  Ruler;  we  owe  him 
nothing  as  subjects ;  are  not  bound  by  his  laws ;  and  cannot  be 
required  to  yield  him  any  obedience.  If  he  is  not  our  Rewarder ; 
we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  his  hands ;  and  caa  entertain  no 
hope  of  his  favour,  nor  fear  of  his  displeasure.  But  who  does 
not  know,  that  concerning  all  these  subjects  the  Reason  of  man 
has  been  lost  in  perplexity  and  error  '  Who  does  not  see,  that  a 
denial  of  these  attributes  to  God  will  entirely  change  all  those 
relations,  which  subsist  between  him  and  us;  and  will  essentially 
change,  or  absolutely  annihilate,  all  the  duties  which  we  owe  to 
him  ? 

Many  of  the  Philosophers,  and  among  others  Aristotle,  the 
ablest  of  them  all,  thought,  that  the  World  was  not  created  by  God. 
If  he  did  not  create  it;  it  is  not  his  property;  nor  the  things, 
which  it  contains.  Of  course,  he  cannot  have  given  it  to  us. 
Whence  then  do  we  derive,  on  what  foundation  do  we  claim, 
any  property,  or  any  right,  in  the  things,  which  we  possess? 
Now,  in  this  case,  are  we  indebted  to  him  for  our  sustenance  and 
comfort  ? 

Is  God  the  Sanctifier  of  man  ?  The  ancient  Philosophers  de- 
nied this,  almost  with  a  single  voice ;  and  the  common  people  at 
large  were  of  the  same  opinion.  "  It  is  the  judgment  of  all  man- 
kind," says  Cotla^  in  Cicero^s  treatise  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
Gods,  "  that  the  gifts  of  fortune  are  to  be  asked  of  God  ;  but  a  man 
is  to  expect  wisdom,  only  from  himself.'  "  Who,"  says  he,  "  ever 
gives  thanks  to  the  gods  for  being  a  good  man  ?"  This  also  has 
heen  the  general,  and  probably  the  universal,  opinion  of  Infidels. 
Nay,  it  has  been,  and  is  to  this  day,  the  opinion  of  multitudes,  who 
style  themselves  Christians.  Virtue  is  unquestionably  the  high- 
est good,  which  mankind  either  do  or  can  enjoy.  If  it  is  not 
given  to  us  by  God ;  then  we  are  plainly  not  indebted  to  him  for 
that  blessing,  which  is  of  more  value  than  all  others.  For  the 
chief  part  of  our  blessings  then,  according  to  this  opinion,  we 
owe  him  no  gratitude.     How  obvious  is  it,  that  the  admission,  or 
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rejection,  of  this  doctrine  introduces  into  the  moral  system  a 
wonderful  variation  both  of  our  relations  and  our  duties.  If  vir- 
tue is  not  given  by  God;  we  certainly  cannot  ask  for  it.  Of 
course,  this  sub,ect  must  be  excluded  from  our  prayers.  If  we 
do  not  receive  it  from  his  haiids ;  it  must  be  equally  excluded 
from  our  praises.  At  the  same  time,  how  distant  from  the  hu- 
mility enjoined  in  the  Gospel,  must  be  the  self-complacen(-y  ex- 
perienced by  the  man,  who  is  satisfied  that  he  provides  for  him- 
self greater  blessings  than  are  given  to  him  by  God. 

Many  of  the  ancient  philosophers  denied  that  there  was  any 
such  thing  as  a  Providtnce,  Tacitus  declares  it  to  be  uncertain, 
in  his  view,  whether  the  affairs  of  mankind  were  governed  hy 
chance,  or  fate.  Pliny  ridicules  the  docirii  e  of  providence,  as 
being  unworthy  of  God.  Plato  taught,  that  there  is  a  providence, 
which  extends  to  individuals,  and  their  concerns  ;  but  supposes, 
that  the  management  of  things,  in  this  world,  is  vested  in  the  stars  , 
whom  he  directs,  therefore,  to  be  worshipped.  Generally,  the  phi- 
losophers, who  admitted  a  providence,  held  either  that  it  was  ge- 
neral, and  respected  only  vast  and  important  atiairs  ;  or,  if  it  ex- 
tetided  to  individuals  and  their  interests,  that  it  was  administered 
only  by  subordinate  deities  ;  stars,  demons,  and  other  such  gods. 
A  great  number  of  them,  at  the  same  time,  attributed  the  con- 
trol of  all  things  to  fate :  while  many  others  considered  them  as 
being  left  to  the  direction  of  chance.  Accordingly  the  elder  Pliny 
observes,  that "  the  goddess  Fortune,  blind,  variable,  and  incon- 
stant, is  invoked  in  all  places,  at  all  times,  and  by  all  persons." 

Infidels,  in  modern  times,  have  adopted  opinions,  similar  to 
some  of  these,  and  exactly  the  same  with  others.  Mr.  Chubb 
says,  "  God  does  not  interpose  in  the  affairs  of  this  world  at  all ;" 
and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  "  That  God  does  not  determine  the  exist- 
ence of  particular  men,  and  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  be- 
lief of  any  particular  providence  ;  that  God  concerns  not  himself 
with  the  affairs  of  men  at  all ;  or,  if  he  does,  that  he  regards  only 
collective  bodies  of  men,  and  not  individuals." 

If  these  things  are  true  ;  it  is  undeniably  evident,  not  that  our 
relations  to  him,  and  his  to  us,  are  changed,  but  that  all  rela- 
tions between  him  and  us,  which  are  of  any  importance,  are  an- 
nihilated.    If  he  did  not  determine  our  existence  ;  if  he  does  not 
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provide  for  our  wants  ;  if  he  does  not  preserve  our  lives  ;  if  he 
does  not  defend  us  from  evil ;  if,  when  distressed,  he  does  not  re- 
store us  to  comfort  and  hope  5  then  plainly  we  are  indebted  to 
i/wi  for  none  of  these  blessings ;  and  they  are  either  casual,  or 
derived  from  some  other  being.  If  they  are  derived  from  some 
other  being;  then  all  our  obligations  for  them  respect  that  being 
only.  If  they  are  casual ;  we  are  under  no  obligations  to  any  be- 
ing whatever. 

If  our  actions  arc  too  insignificant  to  be  regarded  hy  God;  they 
ought  not  to  be  objects  of  any  concern  to  us,  except  as  sources  of  con- 
venience and  inconvenience.  As  right,  or  wrong,  they  are  visibly 
of  no  moment.  We  are,  therefore,  released  at  once  from  all  the 
duties,  which  respect  God,  or  our  fellow-creatures,  or  ourselves; 
and  are  under  no  obligations  to  reverence,  or  obey  him  ;  to  exhi- 
bit justice,  truth,  and  kindness,  to  them;  or  to  restrain  witlun  any 
bounds  our  own  passions  and  appetites. 

Finally,  if  God  is  not  in  the  proper  sense  the  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verse ;  he  certainly  has  prescribed  no  law,  and  required  no  obedi- 
ence. Where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  plainly  no  transgression. 
What  we  customarily  style  sin  is,  therefore,  no  more  forbidden  by 
him  than  virtue;  and  virtue  is  no  more  required  than  sin.  All 
accountableness  is  by  this  scheme  exterminated  ;  all  reward ;  and 
all  punishment. 

II.  Rcison  cannot  discover  the  Designs  of  God. 
Should  it  be  admitted,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  observa- 
tions, which  have  been  already  made,  that  we  are  able  in  some 
good  degree  to  understand  the  Character  of  God;  still  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  discover  his  Designs.  We  know,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  character  of  many  men ;  and  in  a  variety 
of  cases  can  form  just  opinions  respecting  their  future  conduct, 
so  far  as  it  will  depend  on  their  general  character.  Still  it  is  ab- 
solutely impossible  for  us  to  divine  at  all  the  various  designs, 
which  they  continually  form,  unless  whei  they  are  pleased  direct- 
ly to  disclose  them.  "  What  man,"  saysS/.  Paul,  "  knowetli  the 
things  of  a  man,  save  the  spirit  of  man,  which  is  in  him  ?  Even 
so  the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  one,  but  the  Spipit  of  God." 

The  designs  of  a  voluntary  being.  Omniscience,  only,  can  dis- 
cern.    Accordingly,  to  search  the  heart  is  challenged  by  Jehovah 
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as  his  own  prerogative.  The  nature  of  such  a  being,  when  well 
understood,  may,  I  confess,  help  us  to  determine  what  will  be  the 
general  character  of  his  designs;  if  he  be  virtuous,  that  they  also 
will  be  virtuous  ;  if  he  be  sinful,  that  they  will  be  sinful.  But  it 
can  never  teach  us  what  his  particular  designs  will  be.  Pre  emi- 
nently true  is  this  observation  concerning  God.  The  nature  of 
God  is  infinite.  All  his  Attributes  are  unlimited;  as  are  his 
views  also ;  his  designs  ;  and  his  actions.  His  plans  are  univer- 
sally formed  so,  as  to  embrace  all  the  interests  of  his  vast  king- 
dom, spread  through  immensity  and  eternity.  What  being,  be- 
side himself,  can  understand  designs,  proceeding  from  such  a 
source,  and  comprehending  such  objects  ? 

Let  me  persuade  you  to  make  the  God  of  the  Scriptures,  a 
God  whose  existence  is  revealed  ;  whose  character  is  disclosed ; 
whom  you  may  be  said  in  some  proper  sense  to  know;  whose 
law  is  in  the  most  definite  manner  declared  to  you ;  and  whose 
designs,  of  the  highest  importance,  and  in  great  numbers,  are  dis- 
tinctly explained  :  let  me  persuade  you  to  make  this  God  the  ob- 
ject of  your  diligent  contemplation.  Let  me  urge  you  to  inquire 
with  care  whether  you  know  any  thing,  which  is  material  to  his 
character,  beside  what  is  disclosed  in  the  sacred  volume.  He  is 
there  exhibited  as  self-existent.  Can  you  tell  what  self-existence 
is  ?  He  is  declared  to  be  omnipresent.  Can  you  at  all  satisfy 
yourselves  how  the  Being,  who  is  now  present  in  this  house,  is  at 
this  moment  also,  equally  present  in  the  sun,  in  the  fixed-stars, 
and  in  the  heaven  of  heavens  ?  He  is  declared  to  be  omniscient. 
Can  you  think  what  it  is  to'  search  the  heart,  and  the  hearts  of  all 
beings  at  the  same  time  ;  to  watch  the  motions  of  a  minion  on  his 
footstool,  and  the  thoughts  of  an  angel  before  his  throne ;  and  at 
a  single  glance  to  survey  whatever  is  done  above,  and  under  the 
whole  heaven^  and  to  behold  whatever  is  past,  present,  and  fu- 
ture, in  the  illimitable  extent  of  duration  with  one  view ;  and 
that  unalterable,  and  eternal.  He  is  declared  to  be  eternal,  and 
immutable.  To  him,  therefore,  there  is  no  succession.  What- 
ever to  created  beings  is  past,  whatever  is  future,  is  to  him  only 
present :  and  a  thousand  y tars  o/p  to  him  exactly  as  one  day,  and 
one  day  as  a  thousand  years.     All  duration  to  him.  tlierefore,  is 
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expressed  by  the  single  word  Now.     Are  not  your  minds  lost  in 
attempting  to  comprehend  these  amazing  objects? 

It  is  unnecessary  to  extend  this  scheme  of  inquiry  any  farther. 
What  is  true  of  these  subjects  is  true  of  all,  which  pertain  to  God. 
What  then  can  be  known  coticerning  the  designs  of  such  a  being 
as  this,  beyond  what  he  himself  is  pleased  to  reveal  ?  How  plain 
is  it,  that  Philosophy  has  here  no  principles,  from  which  to  argue ; 
and  must  form  its  conclusions  without  premises. 

But  in  the  Designs  of  God  are  involved  whatever  he  chooses, 
and  whatever  he  will  do ;  and  therefore  all  our  duty,  and  all  our 
interest.     How  then  shall  Reason  find  out  either? 

III.    We  know  very  little  of  our  own  Nature. 

The  proof  of  this  position  is  absolute.  Philosophers  have  in 
all  ages  been  laboriously  employed  in  discussing  the  human  cha- 
racter ;  and  yet  no  complete,  satisfactory  account  has  hitherto 
been  given  of  this  subject.  The  systems  of  those,  who  have  gone 
before,  have  been  regularly  doubted  and  denied,  by  those  who 
have  followed  them.  Every  age,  and  country,  of  civilized  man, 
has  been  extensively  employed  in  this  manner.  Even  now  en- 
lightened men  are  thus  employed.  Yet  where  is  the  treatise 
concerning  man,  which  has  commanded  the  general  suffrage  in  its 
favour  ? 

We  understand  imperfectly  the  very  Reason,  by  which  we 
make  discoveries.  Concerning  the  Will  we  are  still  more  in  the 
dark.  Nay,  we  are  unsatisfied  whether  the  soul  is  material,  or 
immaterial.  We  are  still  disputing  concerning  the  nature  of  Vir- 
tue ;  and  are  undetermined  whether  it  is  a  passion,  or  the  energy 
of  the  mind  operating  in  a  given  manner.  We  have  not  yet  de- 
termined in  what  Moral  Obligation  consists  ;  or  how  far  it  ex- 
lends  :  nor  are  we  agreed  concerning  the  nature  of  Sin,  or  its 
guilt ;  or  concerning  the  merit  of  virtue.  The  question,  wheth- 
er man  is  a  moral  agent  or  a  machine,  is  Ptill  in  debate. 

On  these  subjects  hang  others  of  immeasurable  importance : 
and,  as  these  are  settled,  bo  those  must  be  determined. 

Our  Relations  to  God  depend  on  our  own  nature,  as  well  as  on 
his.  If  we  are  animals,  or  if  we  are  machines,  as  philosophers, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  in  great  numbers  have  asserted ;  then 
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we  sustain  one  set  of  relations  towards  God,  and  toward  all  other 
intelligent  beings.  If  we  are  Moral  agents;  our  relations  to  both 
are  immeasurably  different ;  and  involve  an  importance,  which 
no  finite  mind  can  comprehend  :  and  as  these  relations  vary,  so 
will  vary  whatever  we  call  by  the  name  of  duty.  Since,  there- 
fore, we  are  thus  ignorant  of  our  own  nature  ;  it  is  clearly  evi- 
dent, that  the  relations,  which  we  sustain,  and  the  duties  which 
we  owe,  to  other  beings  must,  on  this  account  also,  be  extensive- 
ly unknown. 

IV.  Human  Reason  knows,  and'can  at  present   know,  little  or 
nothing  concerning  other  parts  of  the  Divine  Kingdom. 

The  world,  in  which  we  dwell,  is  connected  with  other  worlds  ; 
and  its  inhabitants,  with  their  inhabitants  :  In  how  many  ways, 
for  what  and  how  many  purposes,  how  intimately,  and  how  loose- 
ly, we  are  ignorant.  Still,  it  is  with  perfect  reason  concluded,  that 
as  all  worlds,  and  all  intelligent  beings,  are  parts  of  one  kingdom 
of  God,  they  must  necessarily  be  connected  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree.  All  Intelligent  beings  are  capable  of  being  happy,  or 
miserable  ;  are  of  a  social  nature  ;  are  fitted  to  feel,  and  are  in- 
tended to  feel,  an  important  interest  in  each  other's  well-being  3 
and  are  formed  with  powers  and  propensities,  which  always  ena- 
ble, and  at  times  incline,  them  to  contribute  to  this  glorious  ob- 
ject. The  Scriptures  extensively  instruct  us  in  the  existence, 
nature  and  circumstances,  of  two  other  worlds ;  viz.  heaven  and 
hell.  They  also  announce  to  us  the  existence,  and  unfold  some 
of  the  interests,  of  many  more  ;  of  which  they  speak,  indifierent- 
ly,  under  the  name  of  heavens,  and  heavenly  places.  All  things 
in  these  heavens,  as  well  as  in  the  earth,  they  assure  us,  God  will 
gather  together  under  Christ,  as  the  head.  All  these,  therefore, 
are  in  an  important  manner  interested,  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures, in  the  work  of  Redemption,  and  in  the  person  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Redeemer. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  how  nearly  we  are  related  to 
Heaven,  and  Hell ;  or  how  deeply  interesting  to  us  is  every  thing, 
which  pertains  to  these  worlds.  That  in  all  probability  we  shall  be 
more  or  less  concerned,  during  the  progress  of  eternal  ages,  in 
the  affairs  of  all  other  worlds  is  with  the  best  reason  presumed. 

VOL,    I.  10 
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Let  it  be  remembered,  that  our  powers  may  hereafter  be  such,  as 
will  enable  us  to  visit  them  with  no  more  ditficulty,  than  we  expe- 
rience in  going  to  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages  ;  and  to 
understand  and  feel  their  interests  as  easily,  as  we  now  do  those  of 
our  own  nation.  Our  Reason  also  further  teaches  us,  that  the 
disposition,  and  the  intelligence,  which  may  be  thus  employed, 
constitute  a  more  exalted  and  desirable  state  of  being,  than  any 
other.  Should  it  be  supposed,  that  this  is  too  much  to  believe 
concerning  such  beings,  as  ourselves ;  I  answer,  that  the  power 
and  goodness  of  God  are  causes,  and  that  Eternity  is  a  duration, 
amply  sufficient  to  accomplish  them  all.  Let  me  add,  that  what 
the  Scriptures  teach  of  the  existence  of  such  worlds,  Reason  rea- 
dily admits ;  and  the  modern  Astronomy  seems  to  establish,  to 
say  the  least,  with  high  probabihty  :  I  mean  with  regard  to  all, 
except  the  first  two. 

Our  ignorance  of  these  numerous  worlds,  and  of  our  relations 
to  their  inhabitants,  is  no  more  a  proof,  that  we  are  not  thus  re- 
lated, or  that  our  relations  to  them  are  not  important  to  us,  than 
the  ignorance  of  a  child  concerning  the  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try of  which  he  is  a  native,  proves,  that  he  bears  no  relation  to 
his  unknown  fellow-citizens.  The  day  may  arrive  to  some,  or 
other,  of  such  children  ;  it  is  continually  arriving  to  many  such 
children  ;  in  which  they  not  only  become  acquainted  with  these 
fellow-citizens,  before  unknown,  and  many  of  their  interests  ;  but 
actually  exert  an  important  influence  in  conducting  them,  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  etfectuate  extensive  and  permanent  happiness. 
We,  for  ought  that  appears,  may  hereafter  possess  a  knowledge  of 
distant  worlds,  resembling  this ;  and  may  exert  a  similar  influ- 
ence in  promoting  the  welfare  of  those,  by  whom  they  are  in- 
habited. 

This  great  fVork  o(  God  is  one  work:  and  the  Scriptures  in- 
form us,  that  it  is  perfect.  All  the  parts  are  parts  of  one  whole ; 
and  are  necessary  to  its  perfection.  A  reason  exists  for  the  crea- 
tion of  every  atom  ;  and  much  more  for  that  of  every  Intelligent 
being,  his  attributes,  actions,  and  destiny.  To  this  whole  we  are 
so  related,  according  to  the  scheme  of  the  Scriptures,  that  we  may 
have  a  real  and  useful  influence  on  its  well-being  :  and  they  have 
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directly  taught  us  the  manner,  in  which  we  are  to  act  for  this  pur- 
pose. At  the  same  time  they  also  inform  us,  that  in  contributing 
to  it  we  directly  promote  our  own  highest  happiness. 

That  all  this  is  certainly  true,  and  a  truth  of  immeasurable  im- 
portance, with  regard  to  our  escape  from  hell,  and  our  admission 
to  heaven,  if  there  is  a  heaven  or  a  hell,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt. 
That  we  should  so  act  here,  as  to  be  received  into  heaven,  when 
we  leave  this  world ;  that  we  should  so  live  here,  as  to  live 
there ;  be  welcomed  by  the  inliabitants  to  their  number,  and  so- 
ciety ;  useful  to  the  promotion  of  their  happiness ;  and  be  able 
and  disposed  to  harmonize  in  their  divine  employments,  so  as  to 
become  blessings,  and  not  nuisances  ;  every  man  will  readily  ad- 
mit. That  all  this  may  be  truly  applied  to  other  worlds,  cannot 
be  questioned. 

But  Philosophy  can  direct  us  to  no  conduct,  which  will  be  use- 
ful to  this  purpose.  Yet  the  purpose  itself  is  probably  of  more 
importance  than  any  other  ;  and  may,  not  improbably,  involve  all 
that  is  important  to  us, 

V.  Reason  knows  nothing  concerning  our  ozvn  Future  state, 

I  readily  acknowledge,  that  Reason  can  supply  arguments,  of 
sufficient  weight  to  render  our  future  existence  probable  :  but  this 
probability  is  not  knowledge.  Of  the  manner  of  being,  of  the 
circumstances,  of  the  residence,  of  the  society  which  may  be 
found  there,  Reason  is  absolutely  ignorant.  It  cannot  tell  wheth- 
er we  shall  be  happy  or  miserable.  If  we  are  to  be  happy  ;  it 
knows  not  the  kind  nor  degree  of  happiness  ;  nor  the  means,  by 
which  it  may  be  secured  ;  nor  the  duration,  through  which  it  will 
extend. 

A  single  act  of  ours  in  the  beginning  of  our  present  life  has  of- 
ten, perhaps  usually,  a  controling  influence  over  all  our  earthly 
destiny.  Such  an  act  determines  what  shall  be  our  education  ; 
what  our  profession  in  life  ;  what  our  character,  our  usefulness, 
our  enjoyments.  By  a  fair  analogy,  the  conduct  of  the  present 
life  may  be  concluded  to  have  a  decisive  influence  on  our  whole 
future  state  throughout  eternity.  It  is,  therefore,  of  immeasura- 
ble importance  to  us,  that  we  should  know  how  to  act  in  such  a 
manner,  here,  as  to  make  our  eternal  existence  desirable. 

But  on  this  subject  Reason  can  give  us  no  satisfaction.     As  it 
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cannot  comprehend  the  nature,  nor  designs,  of  God  ;  it  cannot 
tell  what  he  will  demand,  or  accept.  As  it  understands  our  own 
nature  very  imperfectly  ;  it  is  wholly  unable  to  divine  what  we 
can  do  ;  what  we  ought  to  do  ;  and  the  moral  nature,  desert,  and 
reward,  of  what  we  actually  do.  What  a  blind,  miserable  guide 
is  Reason,  then,  with  regard  to  our  future  being  :  and  yet  in  our 
future  being  all  our  important  interests  lie,  except  preparing  our- 
selves for  it  in  the  present  life. 

If  the  observations,  made  in  the  present  discourse,  are  admitted 
to  be  just ;  it  will  I  presume  be  conceded,  that  the  doctrine  in  the 
text  is  established. 

It  has  been  no  part  of  my  design  to  determine,  with  precision, 
how  far  Reason  is  able  to  proceed  in  investigating  the  several 
subjects,  which  I  have  mentioned.  To  do  this,  in  all  the  particu- 
lars, would  demand  volumes.  The  object,  which  1  have  wished 
to  compass  in  this  discourse,  is  to  show  what  is  the  amount,  the 
sum,  of  all  the  possible  attainments  of  Reason,  or  Philosophy,  with 
respect  to  the  momentous  subjects,  which  have  been  mentioned. 
This,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  has  been  proved  to  be  the  following : 
That  in  some  of  them  it  is  wholly  ignorant ;  and  in  all  is  so  im- 
perfectly informed,  as  to  be  lost  in  vncertainty,  and  forced  to  rely 
on  conjecture. 

This  is  the  state  of  the  whole  subject,  taken  in  a  single  view, 
Avhich  I  have  wished  to  press  upon  your  minds. 

Infidels,  and  especially  young  men  who  are  Infidels,  are  prone 
to  be  satisfied  with  their  situation,  and  their  prospects,  without 
even  so  much  as  inquiring  whether  they  have  any  solid  ground  for 
their  satisfaction.  Nor  is  this  unhappy  propensity  confined  to 
Infidels  only,  or  to  young  men.  Multitudes,  who  consider  them- 
selves as  Christians ;  thousands,  nay,  millions,  and  a  great  number 
of  them  mature  in  years,  and  not  a  small  number  exhibiting  in 
other  respects  sobriety,  and  good  sense ;  are  accustomed  to  in- 
quire very  little,  if  at  all,  concerning  the  foundation  of  their  hopes 
of  future  happiness.  Can  this  conduct  consist  with  common 
sense ;  is  it  not  a  strong  specimen  of  delirium  ;  to  hazard  the  soul 
on  mere  uncertainty  ?  Can  it  be  wisdom,  can  it  be  common 
sense,  to  launch  into  the  ocean  of  Eternity  upon  a  plank  ? 

The  onlv  manner,  in  which  Reason  can  argue,  or  conclude. 
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concerning  the  momentous  subject  of  this  discourse,  is  by  avalogy, 
founded  on  experience.  But  what  is  the  experience,  and  where 
is  the  analogy,  which  in  this  case  will  enable  us  to  argue  at  all, 
or  to  arrive  at  conclusions  on  which  we  can  rest  with  a  hope  ? 
Can  we  say,  that  the  self-existent,  independent,  omnipresent,  al- 
mighty, all-knowing  Jehovah  is  so  much  like  man,  who  is  a  worm, 
and  the  son  of  man,  who  is  but  a  worm,  that  from  the  character 
and  actions  of  men  we  may  safely  conclude  concerning  his  cha- 
racter and  actions ;  or  determine,  from  what  men  might  be  ex- 
pected to  do,  what  will  be  done  by  him  ?  Can  we  suppose  the 
plans,  and  the  designs,  of  a  being,  who  sees  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  whose  plans  are  formed  for  the  interests  of  one  immense 
and  eternal  empire,  can  resemble  the  views  and  purposes  of  be- 
ings, who  are  of  yesterday  ? 

We  are  prone  to  recline  upon  the  divine  mercy,  very  loosely 
examined,  and  very  imperfectly  understood.  Look  at  the  events 
of  this  world;  at  the  providence,  at  the  actions,  of  God  himself. 
Certainly  it  is  safer  to  derive  our  analogies  from  his  actions,  than 
from  our  own.  Tha,t  he  should  act  like  himself  is  rationally  be- 
lieved :  that  he  should  act,  as  we  do,  is  impossible.  Look  at  the 
ravages  of  the  pestilence,  of  the  famine,  the  earthquake,  and  the 
volcano.  Look  at  the  far  more  terrible  ravages  of  war.  All 
these  exist  during  our  day  of  trial.  Do  they  furnish  us  with  a  sin- 
gle hope  of  mercy  from  the  same  God  in  our  day  of  reward  F  Will 
not  he,  who  does  such  terrible  things  in  righteousness  here,  prove 
a  consuming f re  to  sinners  beyond  the  grave?  Is  there  not  un- 
answerable reasoning,  contained  in  that  text :  If  these  things 
are  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry  ? 

When  we  apply  our  analogical  reasoning  to  the  great  Universe, 
and  to  a  future  state,  is  it  not  equally  lame  ?  What  is  there  in 
this  world,  which  we  know  to  be  resembled  by  any  thing  in  that  ? 
What  in  eternity,  similar  to  that  which  now  exists?  Who  can 
tell  by  the  force  of  his  own  reason,  what  will  be  the  conditions  of  his 
acceptance,  and  the  proper  preparation  for  happiness  in  the  world 
unseen?  Who  can  satisfy  himself  what  will  be  the  influence  of  a 
single  doctrine  believed  ;  a  disposition  fixed  ;  a  habit  formed ;  a 
course  of  conduct  pursued  ?  Every  action  of  ours,  of  course  eve- 
ry principle,  and  much  more  every  hope,  may  plainly  be  con- 
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nected  with  an  endless  chain  of  consequences.  A  single  volition 
may  make  all  these  consequences  widely  different  from  what  they 
otherwise  would  be.  The  determination  of  Washington  to  accept 
the  command  of  the  Revolutionary  Army  has  materially  changed 
the  world,  not  only  throughout  the  present,  but  throughout  all 
succeeding,  generations.  The  cordial  determination  of  a  Chris- 
tian to  believe,  and  obey,  will,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  make 
an  incomprehensible  change  in  him,  and  his  destination,  through- 
out eternity.  The  change,  wrouglit  by  a  single  act,  may  at  first 
be  small :  yet  it  may  gradually  become  greater  and  greater,  until 
it  shall  become  immeasurable. 

But  we  know  not  God  ;  we  know  not  ourselves  ;  we  know  not 
another  state  of  existence ;  in  any  such  manner,  as  to  establish 
one  rational  expectation  of  future  good.  We  have  no  premises, 
on  which  we  can  rest ;  and  can  come  to  no  safe  conclusions.  The 
soul  is  here  ventured  in  the  dark  ;  and  is  not  able  even  to  grope 
its  way.  It  knows  not  whither  it  is  going.  If  it  did ;  it  could 
not  possibly  find  the  path,  which  leads  to  the  place  of  its  destina- 
tion. What  rational  man  can  possibly  be  willing  to  live  and  die, 
in  such  uncertainty,  in  a  case  incomprehensibly  momentous? 
Who  can  be  willing  to  hazard  eternitj'  upon  the  toss  of  a  die  ? 
Who,  much  more  deliriously,  can  venture  this  immense  object 
upon  the  casual  conclusions  of  Infidel  Philosophy  ? 


SERMON   V. 

ON  REVELATION. 

MANKIND  IGNORANT  OF  ANY  WORSHIP  ACCEPTABLE  TO    GOD, 
AND  OF  ANY  EXPIATION  FOR  SIN.    SERMON  III. 
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Micah,  vi.  5—7. 

O  my  people,  remember,  now,  what  Balak  king  of  Moab  consulted, 
and  what  Balaam  the  son  of  Beor  answered  him  from  Shittim 
unto  Gilgal ;  that  ye  may  know  the  righteousness  of  the  Lord, 

Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the 
most  high  God?  Shall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt-offerings^ 
with  calves  of  a  year  old  ? 

Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thou- 
sands of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my  first-born  for  my  trans- 
gression^ the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my  soul? 

In  this  singular  passage  of  Scripture  God  calls  upon  the  Israel- 
ites  to  remember  a  solemn,  and  most  interesting,  consultation  of 
Balak,  king  of  Moab,  directed  to  Balaam,  the  son  of  Beor,  con- 
cerning the  means  of  worshipping  God  in  an  acceptable  manner, 
and  of  making  an  expiation  for  his  sins.  The  consultation  itself 
is  recited  in  the  text ;  and  respects  a  subject  of  the  highest  possi- 
ble importance  to  man.  It  is  also  given  in  terms  unusually  af- 
fecting. "  Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow 
myself  before  the  most  high  God  ?"  With  what  worship  shall  I 
appear;  what  testimonies  of  reverence,  submission  and  adoration, 
shall  I  exhibit ;  that  I  may  be  accepted  ?  "  Shall  I  come  before 
him  with  burnt-offerings ;  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the 
Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands  of 
rivers  of  oil  ?     Shall  I  give  my  first-born  for  my  transgressions: 
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the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my  soul  ?"  In  these  most  pa- 
thetic inquiries  we  cannot  but  discern  an  anxiety  intense,  a  dis- 
tress extreme,  about  a  subject  of  infinite  moment.  At  the  same 
time  we  are  presented  with  a  total  ignorance,  on  the  part  of  the 
Inquirer,  concerning  the  proper  answer  to  be  given ;  a  state  of 
absolute  perplexity  ;  of  terrible  suspense. 

The  answer  of  Balaam  is  not  less  remarkable.  Instead  of  re- 
ferring Balak,  as  a  modern  Infidel  would  have  done,  to  the  light 
of  nature  and  the  decisions  of  philosophy  ;  he  directs  him  imme- 
diately to  Revelation.  "  He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is 
good  :  and  what  doth  Jehovah  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly, 
to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ?" 

This  conversation  between  Balak  and  Balaam  seems  evidently 
to  have  taken  place  after  his  attempts  to  curse  Israel  were  finish- 
ed, and,  of  course,  after  he  had  received  the  several  revelations 
recorded  in  the  book  of  Numbers,  When  Balaam  had  come  to 
Balak,  and  attempted  to  curse  the  tribes  of  Israel ;  they  were  en- 
camped on  the  plains  of  Moab,  by  the  Jordan,  near  Jericho  ;*  but 
the  prophet  Micah  declares,  that  this  consultation  was  holden 
from  Shittim,  the  place  of  their  last  encampment  before  they  cross- 
ed the  Jordan,  and  began  to  take  possession  of  Canaan,  unto 
Gilgal,  the  first  encampment  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.t  In 
other  words,  it  was  on  the  way  f>om  Shittim  to  Gilgal^  that  the 
conversation  in  the  text  was  holden.  It  was,  therefore,  subse- 
quent to  these  revelations.  As  the  revelations  were  known  to 
Balak,  as  well  as  to  Balaam  ;  the  prophet  knew  that  the  language, 
which  he  here  uses,  would  be  perfectly  understood  by  him  ;  since 
it  was  exactly  equivalent  to  phraseology  nhich  he  had  often  used 
before:  such  as  "  God  shall  speak,"  and  "  The  words,  which  he 
shall  put  into  my  moulh."  Nay,  he  had  used  the  same  phrase- 
ology with  that  adopted  in  the  text.  "  Peradventure  the  Lord 
will  come  to  meet  me  ;  and  whatsoever  he  sheweth  me  I  will  tell 
thee."  This,  in  his  subsequent  apology,  he  explains  by  the  phrase, 
"  All  that  the  Lord  speaketh."|  For  God  to  shezo,  therefore, 
Balaam  being  his  own  expositor,  is  the  same  as  for  God  to  speak. 

■•■•  Sec  Numbers  xxii.  1,  and  ^s-xiii.  48. 

i  See  Numbers,  xxxiii.  49,  and  Joshua,  v.  P.  ' 

+  Sec  Numbers,  xxiii.  3,  and  26, 
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In  a  similar  manner  Job,  when  declaring  a  revelation  from  God 
.concerning  the  nature  of  Wisdom,  Chap,  xxviii.  27  and  28,  says 
"  Then  he  did  see  it,  and  declare  it ;  yea,  he  prepared  it,  and 
searched  it  out.  And  unto  man  he  said,  '  The  fear  of  the  Lord, 
that  is  Wisdom,  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  Understanding.'  " 
Without  a  reasonable  question,  therefore,  Balaam  declared  ihtst 
duties  of  man  to  have  been  immediately  revealed  by  his  Maker, 

The  Revelation,  to  which  Balak  was  here  referred,  was,  not 
improbably,  found  in  that  series  of  communications,  whence 
Abimelech,  Laban,  Pharaoh,  Melchisedek,  Job,  his  three  friends, 
and  others,  derived  the  knowledge  of  their  duty,  and  the  means 
of  their  salvation.  As  this  prince  was  the  descendant  of  Lot ;  he 
could  not  well  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  revelations,  made  to 
him,  nor  of  those  so  often  made  to  Abraham,  while  Lot  was  a 
member  of  his  family. 

In  the  text,  thus  explained,  are  clearly  taught  the  following 
doctrines. 

I.  Mankind,  without  Revelation,  know  not  what  worship  God 
zvill  accept,  or  whether  he  zvill  accept  any. 

II.  They  are  unacquainted  with  any  means  of  expiating  sin, 

I.  Mankind,  without  Revelation,  know  not  what  worship  God 
will  accept,  or  whether  he  xoill  accept  any. 

All  mankind,  without  Revelation,  are  precisely  in  the  condi- 
tion of  Balak;  equally  interested;  equally  ignorant;  and,  if  se- 
riously attentive  to  their  situation,  must  be  equally  anxious  and 
alarmed.  In  support  of  this  proposition,  I  observe  generally, 
that  every  sober  man  must  with  absolute  certainty  discern  that 
he  is  a  sinner ;  that  his  worship,  therefore,  must  proceed  from  a 
sinful  heart,  and  must  of  course  be  sinful  worship  ;  and  by  irre- 
sistible consequence,  that  it  cannot  be  accepted  by  a  holy  God, 
This  observation  no  man  in  the  exercise  of  common  sense  will 
deny.  Openly,  before  mankind,  he  may  perhaps  contradict  it ; 
but  in  his  closet,  and  to  himself,  while  employed  in  serious 
thought,  this  would  be  impossible.  Men  may  indeed  escape,  at 
least  in  a  great  measure,  from  a  conviction  of  their  guilt;  and 
evade  the  painful  consequences  which  flow  from  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  it.  This  may  be  done  by  a  series  of  efforts  to  establish 
in  their  minds  opinions,  which  by  their  influence   particularly 
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sooth  the  conscience,  and  lead  the  understanding  away  from  the 
subject.  It  may  also  be  done  from  mere  inattention,  when  long 
and  habitually  continued,  and  changed  gradually  into  an  entire 
forgetfulness  of  the  subject.  •  But  the  denial  of  our  sinfulness  can 
never  be  the  direct  result  of  consideration  or  conviction. 

If  we  are  sinners :  it  follows  irresistibly,  that  all  our  moral  ac- 
tions are  sinful.  Particularly  is  this  true  of  our  worship  :  a  ser- 
vice, in  which,  if  in  any  thing,  purity  of  character  is  absolutely 
demanded.  If  our  worship  is  sinful ;  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  it  cannot  be  acceptable  to  God. 

The  doctrine,  thus  exhibited  by  Reason  with  unanswerable 
evidence,  is  in  a  very  forcible  and  satisfactory  manner  declared 
by  the  Psalmist.  "  There  is  forgiveness  with  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  be  feared  :"  and  again,  "  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord  :  for 
with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy  ;  and  with  him  there  is  plenteous 
redemption."  The  former  of  these  declarations  may  be  thus 
paraphrased.  "  Thou  art  a  forgiving  God,  and  mayest  there- 
fore be  feared,  or  worshipped.  If  this  were  not  thy  character; 
worship  could  never  be  presented  to  thee  with  a  possibility  of  ac- 
ceptance." The  latter  passage  may  be  paraphrased  in  this  man- 
ner. "  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord,  because  he  is  a  merciful 
God,  and  has  provided  for  mankind  a  redemption,  amply  sufficient 
for  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins,  and  the  acceptance  of  their 
souls.  Otherwise,  there  could  have  been  no  acceptance,  and  of 
course  no  hope." 

But  of  the  forgiveness  of  God  the  Gentiles  knew,  and  could 
know,  nothing.  Hence  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  devise  any 
worship,  which  he  would  accept,  or  of  the  acceptance  of  which 
they  could  form  a  rational  hope. 

Still  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Gentiles  did  in  fact  enter- 
tain indistinct,  obscure  and  doubtful,  hopes  of  the  favour,  not  in- 
deed of  Jehovah  whom  they  knew  not,  but  of  the  gods,  whom 
they  worshipped,  and  who,  being  themselves  morally  impure, 
might  not  unnaturally  be  expected  to  be  unsolicitous  concerning 
the  absolute  purity  of  their  worshippers.  With  these  apprehen- 
sions, they  performed  various  religious  services,  which  they  hoped 
would  be  acceptable  to  their  deities.  As  these  are  the  amount 
of  all  the  religious  worship,  ever  devised  by  mankind ;  in  con- 
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sidering  them  we  shall  examine  whatever  human  Reason  has 
thought  proper  to  adopt,  of  this  nature,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing the  favour  of  any  deity  whatever.  I  say,  "  which  human 
Reason  has  thought  proper  to  adopt,"  because  I  entertain  not  a 
single  doubt,  that  even  these  services,  instead  of  being  devised 
by  Reason,  were  either  rehcs,  or  perversions,  of  the  worship  pre- 
scribed by  ancient  Revelation,  traditionarily  and  imperfectly 
conveyed  down  to  those  by  whom  they  were  performed.     The 

1st.   Of  these  modes  of  worship  was  Prayer. ' 

Prayer,  I  acknowledge,  is  an  obvious  duty  of  natural  religion. 
As  we  obtain  all  things  from  earthly  benefactors  by  asking  ;  nature 
itself  may  be  considered  as  dictating  this  mode  of  obtaining  favour 
from  God.  But  what  views  must  a  sober  Gentile  form  concerning 
his  own  prayers  ?  Were  his  mind  spotless ;  there  could  be  no  ra- 
tional cause  for  perplexity,  or  doubt.  But  he  is  a  sinner.  What 
then,  must  be  the  use  of  prayer  to  him  ?  It  certainly  cannot  be 
to  inform  God  of  what  he  did  not  know  before.  An  Omniscient 
being  can  want  no  information,  and  can  receive  none. 

It  cannot  be  to  change  either  him,  or  his  purposes.  The 
immutability  of  both  forbids  every  supposition  of  this  nature. 

The  first  and  great  use  of  this  religious  service,  without  which  it 
can  be  efficacious  to  no  valuable  end,  is  to  change  the  supphant, 
and  make  him  a  more  proper  and  worthy  recipient  of  the  bless- 
ings, for  which  he  prays.  But  of  this  change  in  their  proper 
character  the  Gentiles  could  not  be  conscious.  Of  real  virtue 
they  were  not  the  subjects  ;  and  did  not  know  in  what  it  consisted. 
But  it  could  not  be  increased  in  them  before  it  began  to  exist.  To 
a  discerning  Gentile,  therefore,  prayer  must  seem  useless  :  for  of 
its  primary  use  he  must  have  been  totally  ignorant. 

Equally  ignorant  must  such  a  Gentile  have  been  of  the  only  re-t 
maining  motive  to  prayer :  the  hope  of  acceptance,  and  the  conse- 
quent attainment  of  blessings  from  God.  Sinful  prayers  could 
furnish  no  such  hopes ;  and  all  his  prayers  were  sinful.  Com- 
mands, promises,  and  other  encouragements  to  prayer,  were  to 
him  absolutely  unknown.  Whence,  then,  could  he  derive  a  ra- 
tional expectation  of  receiving  any  blessings,  as  an  answer  to  his 
prayers  ? 

From  these  observations  it  is  plain,  that  the  Gentiles  prayed 
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from  tradition  and  custom ;  and  not  from  a  conviction  of  the 
usefulness  of  this  duty  to  themselves,  nor  from  any  well-grounded 
hope  of  obtaining,  in  this  manner,  blessings  from  God.  Socrates 
seems  to  have  considered  this  subject  with  care;  and  concluded, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  whether  God  would  accept  any 
worship  from  man  ;  or,  if  he  would,  what  that  worship  was. 

2dly.  Praise  was,  also,  generally  offered  up  to  Godhy  the 
Gentiles. 

The  same  difficulties  incumbered  this  service,  which  attended 
prayer.  To  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  blessmgs  which  we  re- 
ceive from  his  hands,  is  certainly  a  dictate  of  Natural  religion, 
not  less  obvious  than  any  other.  But  how  could  it  be  known,  or 
even  conjectured,  that  he  would  accept  this  service  from  a  sinner, 
polluted,  as  it  ever  must  be,  by  his  impure  character  ?  What  ar- 
guments can  even  now  be  devised  to  prove,  that  this,  or  any 
other,  act  of  worship,  rendered  in  the  indulgence  of  that  opposi- 
tion to  the  divine  character,  which  is  the  controling  disposition  of 
a  sinful  heart,  can  be  acceptable  to  our  Maker  ? 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  in  the  prayers  and  the  hymns 
of  the  heathen,  at  least  so  far  as  I  remember  those  which  I  have 
seen,  there  are  no  petitions,  nor  thanksgivings,  for  moral  good. 
They  prayed,  and  returned  thanks,  extensively  for  natural  good ; 
but  very  generally  at  least,  if  not  universally,  were  silent  with 
respect  to  moral  good.  The  Grecian  Philosophers,  as  a  body, 
absolutely  denied,  that  for  blessings,  included  under  this  name, 
they  were  indebted  to  the  gods  at  all. 

3dly.   The  Gentiles  also  offered  Sacrifices. 

These  were  embarrassed  by  all  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
mentioned,  and  by  many  others.  The  sacrifice  of  a  victim  could 
be  nothing  to  God;  whose  are  the  cattle  on  a  thousand  h'lls  : 
nothing,  while  living  ;  and  certainly  nothing,  when  dead,  and 
consumed  by  fire,  or  even  by  the  worshipper.  To  such  gross 
deities,  as  those  of  the  Gentiles,  they  might  seem,  in  the  view  of 
such  gross  minds,  to  be  a  gratification.  To  Jehovah  this  was  not 
possible. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  evidently  sinful  to  put  a  victim  to  death. 
unless  with  a  known  command,  or  permission,  of  the  Creator. 
But  neither  a  command,  nor  a  permission,  of  this  nature  could  be 
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known  to  a  Gentile.  The  institution  of  sacrifices,  revealed  to 
Adam,  and  the  renewal  of  this  revelation  to  Aba^,  together  with 
the  permission  to  eat  flesh,  were  absolutely  lost  out  of  the  knoAv- 
ledge  of  the  Gentile  nations.  Hence  they  could  perceive  no 
right  which  they  had  to  the  life  of  a  victim,  either  for  sacrifice, 
or  food  :  for,  evidently,  such  a  right  can  be  derived  only  from 
the  p!ra:*ure  of  the  Creator. 

From  the  gross  apprehension,  that  sacrifices  were  of  some  value 
to  God,  arose  amoi.g  the  Gentiles  the  scheme  of  rendering  them 
more  acceptable  by  increasing  the  value  of  the  things,  which  they 
offered.  To  this  scheme  the  text  strongly  alludes.  "  Will  the 
Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  ra.ns  ;  or  ten  thousands  of  ri- 
vers of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my  first-born  for  my  transgression  ;  the 
fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my  soul  ?"  Hence  were  derived 
the  hecatombs  of  the  Gentiles  at  large ;  their  golden  statues  ; 
their  oblations  of  gems,  rich  vestments,  incense,  and  other  things, 
which  were  peculiarly  expensive.  Hence  the  Carthaginians, 
Mexicans,  and  Peruvians,  offered  up  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
human  victims ;  the  noblest  and  brightest  of  their  young  men  ; 
and  even  their  young  children.  Hence,  in  a  word,  human  sacri- 
fices were  offered  throughout  the  whole  Heathen  world.  The 
oblation  of  inanimate  substances  was  attended  with  most  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  been  mentioned  above :  and  that  of  human 
victims,  while  it  was  accompanied  by  all  these,  was  also  an  unna- 
tural and  most  aggravated  sin.  Instead,  therefore,  of  rendering 
the  worshipper  acceptable  to  God,  they  only  increased  his  guilt, 
and  the  severity  of  his  condemnation.  At  the  same  time  they 
proved,  like  the  anxious  inquiries  of  the  text,  that  those,  who  pre- 
sented these  oblations,  were  in  their  own  view  sinners  against 
him  ;  and  that  they  were  labouring  to  expiate  their  sins,  to  ap- 
pease his  anger,  to  avert  the  punishment  which  they  dreaded,  and, 
if  possible,  to  obtain  an  interest  in  his  favour.  Nor  did  the  same 
things  prove  in  a  less  decisive  manner,  that  the  suppliants,  like 
Balak,  knew  not  how  to  perform  this  indispensable  service,  and 
were  labouring  absolutely  \n  vain. 

4thly.  Another  mode  of  Gentile  worship  was  Ablution. 

Ablutions  were  practised  throughout  a  great  part  of  the  Gentile 
world  5  and,  as  it  would  seem,  with  entire  confidence  in  their 
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purifying  efficacy.  For  this  end  some  waters  were  occasionally 
consecrated :  while  others  were  pronounced  permanently  holy. 
Such  were  the  Nile,  the  Krislna,  and  the  Ganges.  In  the  nature 
of  these  waters  sometimes,  and  sometimes  in  the  manner  of  using 
them,  it  was  supposed,  there  was  a  power  to  cleanse  the  soul  from 
sin.  Probably  this  dreaming  supposition  grew  out  of  another, 
equally  visionary,  found  extensively  in  the  ancient  philosophy : 
that  sin  was  an  attribute  of  matter,  and  not  of  mind. 

We,  who  know,  that  sin  is  seated  only  in  the  affections  and  voli- 
tions of  the  mind,  see  what  they  did  not,  and  could  not,  see  ;  that 
ablutions,  except  when  they  are  intended  to  be  mere  symbols,  are 
perfectly  unmeaning  and  useless  ;  and  only  wonder  that  any  of  the 
human  race  could  ever  attribute  to  them  any  other  character. 

5thly.  Another  act  of  worship  among  the  Gentiles  7uas  Pen- 
ance. 

Penance  is  a  voluntary  affliction  of  the  body,  or  of  the 
mind,  or  of  both,  which  was  expected  to  become  an  atonement 
for  sin.  No  service,  intended  to  be  religious,  was  ever  more  use- 
less. Nothing  can  be  of  any  value,  in  the  moral  sense,  which  does 
not  make  the  mind  better.  But  no  such  melioration  was  even 
thought  of,  much  less  accomplished,  by  any  penance  adopted  by 
the  Gentiles.  Self-righteousness  was  increased  by  it  often  ;  vir- 
tue, never.  The  devotee  became  more  vain  and  proud  of  his 
religious  character  ;  and  felt  satisfied,  not  only  that  he  was  now 
safe  from  the  punishment  of  his  former  sins,  but  that  at  every  fu- 
ture period  he  might  in  the  same  manner  acquire  the  same 
safety. 

From  these  observations  it  is,  I  think,  clearly  evident,  that  the 
Gentiles,  or,  in  other  words,  all  mankind  who  are  unpossessed  of 
revelation,  are  absolutely  ignorant  of  any  worship,  which  can  be 
acceptable  to  God  ;  and  equally  ignorant  whether  he  will  accept 
any  worship. 

II.  Mankind  in  these  circumstances  are  ignorant  of  any  means  of 
Expiating  sin. 

All  mankind  are  sinners.  They  have  broken  the  law  of  God, 
and  are  condemned  by  him.  By  ivorks  of  law,  therefore,  no  flesh 
can  hejustifiedin  his  sight.  Hence  it  is  certain,  that  if  we  are  ever 
accepted  by  our  Maker,  it  must  1>e  on  the  cround  of  pardon  only. 
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But  the  Jaw  oi  God  knows  nothing  of  pardon.  Its  only  sen- 
tence upon  transgressors  is  that  of  condemnation.  This  sentence 
is  wrought  in  the  very  nature  of  law  ;  not  only  in  the  divine 
law,  but  in  every  other,  which  has  been,  or  can  be,  made.  Every 
law  speaks  only  to  command,  and  to  compel ;  and  its  only  means 
of  compulsion  are  its  penalties,  denounced  against  transgressors* 
Without  a  penalty,  therefore,  it  would  cease  to  be  a  law  ;  and 
would  become  mere  advice.  But  pardon  is  a  remission  of  this 
penalty.  Should  the  law  pardon  the  transgressor,  without  an 
atonement ;  the  penalty  would  be  remitted  without  any  cause  or 
consideration.  Its  sanctions  would,  of  course,  be  unmeaning 
threats,  never  designed  to  be  executed  ;  sounds,  without  sense  5 
something  in  appearance,  but  in  reality  nothing. 

To  these  observations  it  may  not  improbably  be  answered,  that 
••  repentance  is  a  consideration  upon  which  the  law  of  God  may 
with  propriety  pardon  the  transgressor."  This  undoubtedly  is 
the  great  foundation  of  hope  to  all  men,  who  expect  to  escape 
punishment,  without  an  expiation  of  their  sins.  To  those,  who 
indulge  this  hope,  the  following  considerations  may  with  propriety 
be  addressed. 

1st.   The  law  specifies  no  such  consideralion. 

This  observation  is,  I  acknowledge,  directly  applied  to  those, 
to  whom  the  law  has  been  communicated.  Had  God  intended  to 
accept  those  who  had  violated  his  law,  on  the  condition  of  repent- 
ance ;  it  is  incredible,  that  this  most  interesting  design  should  not 
be  mentioned,  or  remotely  hinted,  in  the  law  itself.  That  it  is 
not,  every  person,  who  reads  his  Bible,  perfectly  knows.  On  the 
contrary,  the  law  itself  says,  "  The  soul  that  sinneth,  shall  die:" 
and  "  Cursed  is  every  one,  that  continueth  not  in  all  thing?, 
written  in  the  law,  to  do  them."  If  any  declarations  can  forbid 
every  hope  of  salvation,  derived  from  this  source  ;  it  is  forbidden 
by  these. 

2dly.  If  the  law  announced  pardon  on  this  ground;  it  would 
threaten  its  punishment,  not  to  transgression,  but  to  impenitence. 
Its  language  would  be,  "  The  soul,  that  sinneth,  shall  die :  but  if 
it  repent,  it  shall  live."  The  punishment,  therefore,  would  rest 
only  on  the  impenitent :  and  their  impenitence  would  be  the  only 
crime,  for  which  they  were  punished. 
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3dly.  That  conduct,  which  the  law  originally  intends  to  punish,  is 
in  its  own  view  that,  which  itself  considers  as  the  crime. 

This,  I  suppose,  will  not  be  denied :  for  what  else  does  any 
law  punish,  beside  that,  which  itself  considers  as  the  crime.  But 
in  this  case  the  conduct  piu'ished  is  impenitence.  This,  there- 
fore, is  the  only  thing,  which  the  law,  in  the  case  supposed, 
would  consider  as  the  crime.  The  violations  of  its  precepts 
would  not  be  considered  as  crimes,  because  they  were  not  the 
things  punished. 

4thly.  That,  which  the  law  itself  considers  as  the  crime,  is  the 
only  thing,  which  those,  who  are  subject  lo  it,  are  bound  to  regard  in 
this  manner. 

No  subject  is  bound  to  consider  any  thing  as  criminal  in  his  own 
conduct,  except  that,  which  his  lawful  sovereign  pronounces  to  be 
of  this  nature.  But  the  only  things,  of  which  any  intelligent  be- 
ings can  repent,  are  crimes  :  that  is,  such  conduct,  as  the  peni- 
tent himself  apprehends  to  be  criminal.  In  the  physical  sense  it 
is  impossible,  thai  any  thing  el^e  should  be  repented  of.  In  the 
case  supposed,  ihererore,as  the  violation  of  the  law  is  not  by  it- 
self considered  as  the  crime,  because  it  is  not  punished,  and  as  the 
subject  cannot  regard  any  thing  as  a  crime,  but  that,  which  the 
law  has  made  such;  it  is  physicall}  impossible,  that  he  should 
repent  of  this  violation.  But  it  can  never  be  a  crime  not  to  do 
that,  which  is  physically  impossible.  The  impenitence  of  the 
transgressor,  therefore,  cannot  in  this  case  be  criminal. 

Sthly.  If  the  repentance  is  supposed  to  be  perfect ;  the  scheme  is 
I'ain :  for  no  such  repentance  was  ever  found  in  man. 

6thly.  If  the  repentance  is  not  to  be  followed  by  additional  sins  ; 
the  scheme  is  vain. 

There  never  was  a  repentance  in  man,  unless  it  was  the  last 
moral  act  of  his  life,  which  was  not  followed  by  sin.  There  ne- 
ver was  a  period  in  the  life  of  any  man,  extended  through  a  single 
hour,  in  which  he  loved  God  with  all  the  heart,  and  his  neighbour  as 
himself. 

7thly.  Imperfect  repentance  is  sinfid  in  itself^  and  can  never  re- 
commend the.  penitent  to  the  favour  of  God  ^  nor  become  a  founda- 
tion for  his  exemption  from  punishment. 

nthly.   If  the  repentance  be  folloxocd  by  sin  j  the  subject  of  it  will 
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go  to  the  judgment  with  sins  unrepented  of;  and  will  die,  possessed, 
partially  at  least,  of  the  character  of  an  impenitent. 

What  hope  can  such  a  man  rationally  form  of  acceptance  with 
Him,  in  whose  sight  the  heavens  are  unclean,  and  who  is  of  purer 
eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ? 

The  supposition,  therefore,  that  mankind  will  be  accepted  oq 
the  ground  of  repentance,  is  a  mere  presumption,  contradicted  by 
all  evidence,  and  unsupported  by  any. 

In  Romans  iii.  25,  26,  St.  Paul  informs  us,  that  God  had  set 
forth  Christ  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to 
declare  his  righteousness,  that  he  might  be  just,  and  the  justifier 
of  him,  who  believed  in  Jesus.  Had  Christ,  therefore,  not  been 
set  forth  as  such  a  propitiation  ;  God  would  not  have  been  just,  if 
he  had  justified  mankind.  To  this  declaration  Reason,  however 
reluctantly,  subjoins  her  Amen.  If  the  law  of  God  is,  like  his 
character,  perfect ;  he  cannot  possibly  consent,  that  one  jot,  or 
one  tittle  of  it  should  pass  away,  whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice, 
until  all  be  fulfilled.  To  permit  this  law  to  be  violated  would 
be  to  yield  his  character,  and  his  government,  to  the  sins  of  men. 
But  what  are  men  to  him  ?  "  All  nations  before  him  are  nothing, 
and  are  counted  unto  him  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity."  He, 
who  made  this  world  with  a  word,  can  with  a  word  make  milHons 
more;  and  with  the  same  absolute  ease.  He,  who  replenished  it 
with  inhabitants,  can  people  those  millions  with  other  inhabitants, 
unspeakably  wiser  and  better  than  men,  by  a  single  command. 
Were  this  world  therefore,  and  all  which  it  contains,  blotted  out 
of  existence ;  the  loss  to  him  would  be  nothing.  But  the  sacri- 
fice of  his  law  would  be  a  sacrifice  of  his  character,  and  govern- 
ment:  and  the  loss  of  these  could  never  be  redeemed.  It  would 
be  a  loss,  which  no  mind,  but  his,  could  comprehend  ;  and  for 
which  the  whole  universe  wouhd  be  less  than  the  drop  of  the 
bucket,  and  the  small  dust  of  the  balance.  Such  a  sacrifice  can- 
not, and  will  not,  be  made. 

That  the  Gentiles  were  without  any  means  of  expiating  their 
sins,  is  too  evident  from  what  has  been  said  to  need  any  further 
discussion.  All  the  means,  within  their  reach,  have  been  alrea- 
dy mentioned.     How  inadequate  these  were,  how  remote  even 
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from  the  semblance  of  an  expiation,  need  not  be  any  further  ex- 
plained. 

Infidels  have  left  this  subject  exactly  as  they  found  it.  No 
means  of  atoning  for  sin  have  been  devised,  or  even  attempted, 
by  these  men.  Some  of  them  indeed  appear  to  have  expected 
absolution  in  consequence  of  repentance.  Beyond  this  they  have 
devised  nothing.  Many  of  them,  to  avoid,  as  it  would  seem,  the 
desperation  to  which  they  were  reduced  by  their  denial  of  the 
Scriptures,  have  retreated  from  absurdity  to  absurdity,  with  the 
hope  of  finding  ease  and  quiet,  merely  by  retiring  farther  and  far- 
ther from  the  truth.  Of  these  some  have  denied  the  existence  of 
God ;  others,  his  character ;  and  others,  his  Providence.  A  mul- 
titude have  declared,  that  there  is  no  future  state  of  being  •,  and 
have  thus  taken  their  final  refuge  in  annihilation.  "  Death  an 
eternal  sleep"  was  not  written  on  the  gates  of  French  cemeteries, 
until  long  after  it  had  been  many  times  reiterated  in  the  books  of 
Infidel  Philosophers :  and  the  National  Convention  of  France  did 
nothing  more  than  echo  back  the  hollow  murmur  from  the  cata- 
combs of  Infidelity. 

Worship,  Infidels  have  never  rendered  to  their  Maker;  at 
least  to  the  eye  of  man.  A  feeble  attempt  to  institute  a  service, 
so  plainly  demanded  of  our  race  by  the  character  of  our  Creator, 
and  the  relations  existing  between  him  and  us,  was  a  few  years 
since  made  in  the  city  of  London  :  and  a  man,  recommended  to 
those,  who  made  it,  by  his  notorious  apostasy  from  the  Christian 
religion,  and  the  Christian  ministry,  was  employed  to  conduct  it. 
A  house  was  hired  ;  and  a  congregation  gathered.  For  a  few 
weeks  they  were  induced  by  the  novelty  of  the  scene  to  be  pre- 
sent. After  this,  they  gradually  fell  off:  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months  most  of  them  appeared  no  more.  Two  or  three  families, 
only,  persevered  through  the  year,  for  which  the  building  had 
been  hired.  Thus  terminated  the  only  public  worship,  in  which 
Infidels  are  known  ever  to  have  engaged.  How  flaming  a  proof 
is  here  furnished,  that  the  professed  object  of  their  worship  has 
710  place  in  their  affections. 

Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  who  appears  to  have  possessed  a 
moxQ  serious  cast  of  miiuJ.  and  a  better  character,  tlian  any  of 
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those,  who  have  borne  this  name,  has  indeed  told  us,  that  the  best 
7oorship  of  God  is  piety,  united  with  virtue.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  piety,  joined  with  virtue,  or,  to  use  language  more  ex- 
plicit, that  evangelical  virtue,  or  supreme  love  to  God,  united  with 
disinterested  good-will  toman,  is  the  substance  and  the  soul  of  all 
that  is  excellent  in  rational  bv  ings.  Beside  this,  there  is  no  pie- 
ty, and  no  virtue.  But  it  is  false  to  say,  unless  in  a  figurative 
sense,  that  this  personal  character  is  worshipping  God  at  all. 
Worship  is  always  the  exercise  of  the  mind ;  and  does  not  con- 
sist in  mere  qualities,  but  in  the  exercise  of  them.  Worship  con- 
sists in  prayer,  in  praise,  and  in  hearing  and  embracing,  cordially 
and  reverentially,  the  Word  of  God ;  and  in  the  celebration  ol' 
any  other  religious  ordinances,  which  he  has  at  any  time  instituted 
for  the  worshippers.  It  is  impossible,  that  the  spirit,  and  con- 
duct, of  quietism  should  be  worship. 

There  are  two  insuperable  objections  against  this  aphorism  ol 
Lord  Herbert.  The  first  is  the  absolute  indefiniteness  of  the 
terms,  in  which  it  is  expressed.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  word  in 
the  English  \3inguage,  which  is  used  in  a  more  indefinite  manner 
than  Virtue.  Piety,  though  a  less  variable  term,  is  still  used  in 
many  different  senses.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  for  any  per- 
son to  determine,  without  a  minute  definition,  what  this  specious 
declaration  intends. 

The  other  objection  is  that  the  author  plainly  intends  to  remove 
out  of  use  all  Ordinances  of  external  worship.  As  man  is  consti- 
tuted, and  habituated,  no  internal  worship  (if  this  phraseology  be 
permitted,)  can  exist  in  the  world,  without  the  continual  aid  of 
that,  which  is  external.  The  state  of  the  mind  gives,  unquestiona- 
bly, its  whole  moral  character  to  all  external  conduct :  yet  it  is 
itself  not  only  influenced,  but  absolutely  preserved  or  destroyed,  bv 
that  which  is  external.  He,  who  does  not  worship  externally, 
will  soon  cease  to  worship  at  all.  Lord  Herbert,  I  presume,  in- 
tended by  this  very  doctrine  to  exterminate,  as  far  as  might  be,  all 
external  worship  ;  and,  so  far  as  his  disciples  have  been  concerned, 
it  must  be  acknowledged,  has  been  but  too  successful. 

It  is  however  amply  sufficient  for  the  design  of  this  discourse  to 
observe,  that  Infidels  have  devised  nothing  with  respect  to  this 
subject.     This  maxim  of  Lord  Herbert,  when  reduced  to  an  intel- 
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ligible  and  defensible  meaning,  is  taught  in  the  Scriptures  with 
infinitely  more  force  than  by  him,  or  any  other  Infidel  writer. 
All  the  men  of  this  class,  have  absolutely  failed  of  adding  a  single 
tittle  to  the  Scriptural  injunctions  on  this  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  Expiation  of  sin,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  observe,  that  infidels  do  not  even  make  any  pretensions  to 
any  knowledge  concerning  it.  They  appear,  with  a  single  voice, 
to  give  themselves  up  to  the  mere  course  of  events  ;  and  either 
negligently,  or  resolutely,  to  encounter  whatever  dangers  and 
difficulties  may  attend  their  own  future  well-being.  Their  negli- 
gence is  stupidity  ;  their  resolution,  frenzy. 

A  single  remark  shall  conclude  the  discourse.     It  is  this. 

Infidels,  by  forsaking  the  Scriptures,  have  reduced  themselves  to  a 
most  alarmiyig  and  deplorable  condition. 

Infidels  are  not  only  sinners,  but,  usuall}'  at  least,  are  pre-emi- 
nent sinners.  Of  this  the  proof  is  complete.  To  say,  that  a 
man  is  an  Infidel,  is  to  say  proverbially,  that  he  is  destitute  of  all 
moral  excellence,  both  in  principle  and  practice.  This  phraseology 
has  grown  into  use,  merely  from  the  conduct  of  Infidels,  as  observ- 
ed by  the  common  eye  of  mankind.  In  such  a  case  it  is  incredi- 
ble, that  there  should  be  any  error. 

What,  then,  is  to  become  of  these  men  ?  Like  others,  they 
must  go  to  the  grave,  and  to  the  judgment.  That  there  will  be  a 
judgment,  and  a  retribution,  after  we  leave  the  present  world,  has 
been  uniformly  believed  by  the  great  body  of  the  human  race,  in 
every  age  and  country,  and  under  the  influence  of  every  moral 
system.  A  few  philosophers,  either  partially  or  wholly  atheisti- 
cal, and  a  very  small  number  of  the  most  ignorant  and  degraded 
tribes  of  African  savages,  have  on  the  one  hand  denied,  and 
on  the  other  hand  been  ignorant  of,  this  doctrine.  The  denial  is 
a  gross  opposition  ;  the  ignorance  a  gross  scandal,  to  human  reason. 

What  account  will  these  men  give  of  themselves  to  their  Crea- 
tor ?  Look  into  the  progress  of  their  lives ;  and  tell  me  whether 
they  present  any  thing,  which  he,  in  whose  sight  the  heavens  are 
unclean,  can  be  imagined  to  regard  with  complacency  ;  any  thing, 
which  even  the  consciences  of  Infidels  themselves  can  review  with 
comfort  ? 

If  there  be  a  final  judgment ;  on  that  judgment  all  the  future 
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good  of  man  is  suspended.  Immortal  being,  with  its  amazing  in- 
terests, will  then  be  to  be  fixed  ;  and  will  unquestionably  be  fix^d 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  life,  spent  in  the  present  world. 
The  soul  itself  will  here  be  finally  disposed  of;  and  every  thing, 
which  in  the  view  of  Mifideis,  as  well  as  of  other  men,  pertains  to 
its  welfare  ?  ''  What  is  to  become  of  me  ?"  is  a  question  infinitely 
interesting  to  every  ctiild  of  Adam.  Who  can  answer  this  ques- 
tion in  such  a  manner,  as  to  remove  doubt  and  anguish,  and  give 
peace  and  hope  ?  None  certainly,  beside  him,  who  will  dispose 
of  us  all,  in  that  day,  according  to  his  own  pleasure.  That  God 
will  do  what  he  pleases  with  us,  and  every  thing  that  is  ours,  can- 
not be  doubted  even  by  a  sot.  What  this  will  be,  no  being,  beside 
himself,  can  divine.  If  there  is  hope  for  man,  for  guilty,  apostate 
man  ;  it  has  never  been  detected  by  the  human  mind.  How  can 
it  be  detected,  unless  we  can  fathom  the  purposes  of  a  voluntary 
being;  and,  looking  directly  into  the  secret  chambers  of  the  soul, 
see  them  as  they  there  exist  ?  How  obviously  is  this  impossible 
with  respect  to  a  finite  being ;  a  man,  like  ourselves ;  known  to 
us  by  a  thousand  daily  communications  ?  How  much  more  evi- 
dently is  it  impossible  with  respect  to  God,  whose  ways  are  higher 
than  our  ways,  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth  ? 

But,  although  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  discover  the  allotments 
of  men  beyond  the  grave,  it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  God  will 
regard  with  favour  no  beings,  but  those,  with  whose  conduct  he  is 
pleased  ;  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  be  pleased  with  sin- 
ners. Infidels  beyond  all  doubt  are  sinners.  If  they  look  at  all 
into  their  minds,  or  lives,  they  know  themselves  to  be  sinners. 
They  leave  the  world  in  the  character  of  sinners.  They  cannot, 
therefore,  be  the  objects  of  his  favour,  nor  receive  his  blessing : 
and  to  this  miserable  condition  they  reduce  themselves  by  their 
hatred  and  re  ection  of  the  Scriptures.  Were  a  Christian  volun- 
tarily to  place  them  in  this  miserable  situation,  they  would  pro- 
nounce him,  and  with  too  much  reason,  to  be  a  fiend. 


SERMON  VI. 
ON  REVELATION. 

MODES  OF  TEACHING  THEOLOGY  AND  MORALS,  ADOPTED  BY 
THE  ANCIENT  PHILOSOPHERS,  INCAPABLE  OF  PRODUCING 
REFORMATION.    SERMON  IV. 

1  Cor.  iii.  20. 
The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of  the  wise,  that  they  are  vain. 

In  the  three  preceding  discourses  F  have  attempted  to  show, 
that  the  reason  of  man  is  incapable  of  devising  a  religion,  which 
will  render  him  acceptable  to  God.  This  general  proposition  I 
endeavoured  to  support  by  showing,  that  mankind  have  never 
been  able  to  discover  satisfactorily  a  defensible  scheme  of  duty, 
of  worship,  or  of  expiation  ;  that  their  knowledge  of  these  great 
subjects  is  extremely  limited  ;  that  their  arguments  are  miserably 
feeble;  and  that  their  conclusions,  at  the  best,  are  totally  uncer- 
tain. In  the  last  discourse  I  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  philo- 
sophers, men,  to  whom  all  those,  who  in  modern  times  have 
asserted  the  sufficiency  of  human  reason  for  these  purposes,  have 
regularly  recurred  for  the  support  of  their  favourite  opinions, 
have,  instead  of  making  the  religious  system,  which  they  found 
in  the  world  better,  actually  made  it  worse. 

In  the  present  discourse  it  is  my  intention  to  show,  that  the 
Manner,  in  which  their  philosophy  was  taught,  was  vain  and  use- 
less ;  and  could  never  become  the  means  of  accomplishing  a  refor- 
viation  among  mankind.  To  this  truth  the  text  immediately 
conducts  us.  "  The  Lord,"  says  St.  Paul,  "  knoweth  the  thoughts 
of  the  wise,  that  they  are  vain."     This  passage  is  quoted  from 
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the  94th  Psalm,  and  the  1 1th  verse.  "  The  Lord  knoweth  the 
thoughts  of  mail,  that  they  are  vanity ;"  that  is,  "  the  thoughts 
of  all  men,  the  wise  st  as  well  as  the  weakest."  The  passage  is, 
therefore,  quoted  with  sutficient  exactness,  without  supposing  any 
alteration  in  the  copy. 

The  word,  rendered  thoughts,  in  the  text,  is  ^laXoyjtffAouS;  the 
literal  English  of  which  is  reasonings.  Correctly  expressed, 
therefore,  the  declaration  of  the  text  will  be,  "  The  Lord  know- 
eth the  reasonings  of  the  wise,  that  they  are  vain."  The  instruc- 
tions, which  the  Philosophers  oi  Greece  and  Rome  ^  the  2o(poi,  here 
intended  by  the  Apostle,  communicated  to  mankind,  were  chiefly 
given  in  the  form  of  reasonings.  Discourses,  exhibited  in  this 
form,  were  those,  of  which  they  especially  boasted,  and  on  which 
they  supremely  relied  for  the  dissemination  of  their  opinions,  and 
establishment  of  their  fame. 

With  the  Manner,  in  which  the  doctrines  of  these  philosophers 
were  communicated,  /  shall  unite,  in  my  observations,  all  the 
circumstances,  of  material  importance,  which  attended  these  philoso- 
phical discussions.  The  discussions  themselves,  and  the  circum- 
stances immediately  connected  with  them,  were  so  intimately 
interwoven,  that  they  came  to  the  minds  of  all,  who  received 
them,  as  one  combined  object;  and  were  inseparably  united  as  a 
single  cause  of  whatever  effects  they  produced  on  the  mind. 

With  these  observations  premised,  I  assert  from  the  text  the 
following  Doctrine : 

That  the  Mode  of  teaching  Theology  and  Morals,  adopted  by  the 
ancient  Philosophers,  involved  in  itself  a  necessary,  and  total,  inef- 
ficacy  for  producing  a  reformation  among  mankind. 

Moral  and  Religious  instructions,  whether  Doctrines  or  precepts, 
are  capable  of  being  taught  in  two  great,  and  entirely  distinct, 
methods ;  viz.  as  Laws,  and  Philosophy.  Whenever  they  are 
communicated  in  the  form  of  laws,  binding  the  consciences  and  the 
conduct,  of  men  ;  it  is  obvious,  that  they  can  be  communicated, 
with  either  propriety,  or  effect,  only  by  a  lawgiver,  who  has  a  right 
to  prescribe,  as  well  as  to  teach.  This  lawgiver  can  be  no  other 
than  God :  and  the  mode  of  teaching  cannot  be  adopted  in  any 
code  of  instruction,  except  a  Revelation.  This  truth  has  been 
every  where  felt,  and  acknowledged.     Accordingly,  all  instructors. 
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vested,  or  professing  to  be  vested,  with  authority  merely  human, 
have  taught  in  the  latter  of  these  methods  ;  or  that  of  Philosophy  5 
sufficient,  perhaps,  to  influence  with  all  the  necessary  advantage 
the  ordinary  and  prudential  pursuits  of  mankind  ;  but  absolutely 
vain,  as  may  appear  from  the  following  considerations,  in  those 
concerns,  which  involve  our  duty,  and  salvation, 

I.  Philosophy  teaches  its   doctrines,  universalis/,   as  parts  of  a 
system. 

This  method  seems  to  be  involved  in  the  very  nature  of  philoso- 
phical teaching.  As  that,  which  is  to  be  taught,  is  rarely  evident 
by  itself ;  it  must  of  course  be  supported  by  evidence,  derived 
from  other  sources.  The  evidence,  by  which  any  doctrine  is 
supported  in  the  mode  of  philosophical  instruction,  is  usually  de- 
pendent for  its  strength,  in  a  great  measure  at  least,  on  the  con- 
nection of  that  doctrine  with  others.  In  order  to  evince  the 
truth  of  the  respective  parts,  their  connection  must  almost  always 
be  exhibited  ;  so  that  they  may  seem  to  be  parts  of  one  whole,  and 
necessary  to  each  other.  Hence  the  whole,  of  which  the  suppos- 
ed doctrines  are  parts,  must  be  displayed.  In  other  words,  a 
scheme,  or  system,  of  the  science  to  which  these  docirines  belong, 
must  be  formed  by  the  teacher,  and  unfolded  to  his  disciples. 
So  generally,  and  so  much  of  course,  is  this  the  fact,  that  a 
work,  formed  in  such  a  manner,  is  appropriately  called  ai  philoso- 
phical work.  If  the  course,  here  specified,  be  not  pursued;  a 
great  part  of  the  evidence,  which  supports  the  individual  doc- 
trines, must  be  lost.  Most  of  them  will  of  consequence  be  unsup- 
ported; and  will,  therefore,  be  taught  in  vain.  In  this  manner  of 
teaching,  (the  best,  I  acknowledge,  which  manku^d  are  able  to 
adopt,)  there  are  two  very  important  defects  ;  so  far  at  least,  as 
it  has  hitherto  existed. 

In  the  first  place.  The  system  will,  almost  of  course,  be  too 
complex  to  be  thoroughly  understood,  and  comprehended,  by  the 
teacher  himself.  Some  of  the  parts  he  may  understand,  and  un- 
fold, clearly.  Of  others  he  will  form  such  inadequate  concep- 
tions ;  and  will  convey  such  indistinct  views  of  them  in  his  instruc- 
tions, as  will  be  utterly  unsatisfactory  to  his  most  ingenious  and 
learned  readers.  The  human  faculties  are  unequal  to  the  exact 
comprehension  of  any  very  complicated  scheme  of  truth.     In  such 
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a  scheme  there  will  always  be  some  avenues  lo  mistake ;  some 
things  not  clearly  seen,  and  others  absolutely  unseen.  Ignorance 
and  misapprehension  concerning  these  will  obscure,  and  perplex, 
the  rest;  and  diffuse  a  general  uncertainty  over  the  whole. 
Hence  professed  philosophers  will  not  accord  with  each  other ; 
as  we  know  they  never  have  done  ;  nor  unite  in  any  single  scheme 
of  doctrine. 

But  in  subjects  of  such  amazing  importance,  as  those  which  are 
involved  in  a  system  of  religion,  doubt  is  always  distressing,  and 
not  unfrequently  fatal.  Satisfaction  is  here  felt  by  the  soul  to  be 
indispensable :  and,  when  it  cannot  be  found,  man  is  ever  prone 
either  to  lie  down  in  sloth  and  inditlerence ;  or  to  become 
sceptical ;  or  to  yield  himself  up  as  a  victim  to  despair.  Each  of 
these  courses  is  ruinous  ;  and  all  naturally  spring  out  of  the  moral 
systems  of  philosophy. 

Secondly.   Tke  great  body  of  mankind  are  unable  to  tMnk  syslC' 
matically  at  all :  that  is,  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  perceive  the  evi- 
dence, arising  from  the  conjiection  of  the  parts,    and  from    their 
combination  in  a  whole.     Unlearned  and    ignorant  men    think 
chiefly  in  single  and  detached  propositions  ;    not  in  connected 
chains  and  schemes  of  thought.     Many  men  form  scarcely  any 
general  propositions  ;  and  are  by  immoveable  habits  confined  en- 
tirely to  particulars.     But  systems  are  composed  only  of  general 
propositions.     How  can  they  be   received  by   such  men ;  men, 
who  can  scarcely  understand  even  a  little  part  of  them,  and  cannot 
perceive  the   nature  of  that  connection  between  the  parts,  on 
which  all  in  a  great  measure  depend  for  the  evidence  of  their 
truth,  or  probability  ?     To  the  great  body  of  mankind  even  the 
plainest    and    simplest     system    must    be    either    entirely    or 
chiefly  useless  ;    because  they  can  never  comprehend  it ;    and 
because    it   must,  therefore,    be    regarded  with  doubt   by  such 
minds   as  theirs.      But   in   a  case  of  such  magnitude  ;    a  case, 
where  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  soul  is  at  hazard ; 
doubtful  precepts  and  doctrines  can  have  no  efficacious  or  saluta- 
ry influence.     No  precept,  which  is  not  believed,  will  be  obeyed. 
For  this,  as  one  reason,  the  instructions  of  philosophy  never  go- 
verned the  common  people  at  all.    The  traditionary  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  their  ancestors,  unattended  with  any  other  evidence, 
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than  the  authority  of  long  continued  custom,  controlled  the  wor- 
ship and  the  moral  conduct  of  each  successive  generation  :  while 
the  dogmas  of  philosophers  were  treated  only  with  listlessness,  or 
contempt. 

This  is  an  inherent  and  inseparable  defect  in  philosophical  teach- 
ing ;  and  will  always  exist,  so  loiig  as  philosophers  themselves  are 
so  imperfect ;  and  so  long  as  the  great  body  of  mankind  are  labour- 
ers, and  not  philosophers.  Even  those  instructions  which  are 
true,  and  those  precepts  which  are  just,  will  have,  and  ever  have 
had,  little  or  no  influence  on  mankind,  when  taught  in  this 
manner  only.  Neither  the  books  of  the  ancient  philosophers,  nor 
those  of  modern  Infidels,  have  had  any  other  influence  on  the 
common  people,  beside  encouraging  them  to  a  greater  degree  of 
licentiousness,  than  they  would  otherwise  have  dared  to  indulge. 
2.  Philosophers  have  never  been  able  to  determine  what  moral  and 
religious  truths  were  Fundamental. 

By  fundamental  truths  I  mean  such,  as  are  absolutely  necessary 
to  he  obeyed  ;  or,  in  other  words,  such,  as,  being  obeyed,  are  followed 
hy  the  divine  acceptance  ;  and  such,  as,  being  disobeyed,  are  follow- 
ed of  course  by  our  condemnation. 

To  understand  all  moral  truths  is  evidently  beyond  the  power  of 
man.     The  utmost,  which  we  can   do  in   the   most  favourable 
circumstances,  or  with  the  aid  of  Revelation  itself,  is  to  fasten 
upon  certain  primary  ones ;  a  few  ;  of  all  possible  importance  ; 
and  adhere  to  them,  as  being  suflacieut  to  insure  our  salvation. 
This,  peculiarly,  is   all,  that  can  be  done   by  the  great  body  of 
mankind.  The  great  body  of  mankind  must  either  labour,  or  perish. 
They  have  but  Httle  time  to  think,  or  to  compare ;  and  without 
thinking,  or  comparing,  they  certainly  cannot  form  conclusions  of 
any  value.  To  men,  thus  situated,  it  is  therefore  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, that  they  should  be  furnished  with  such  truths,  as  are  fundamental 
and  suflicient ;  and  that  they  should  be  assured  what  these  are, 
beyond  every  reasonable  doubt.    But  this  is  a  work,  which  philoso- 
phy has  never  accomplished,  and  is  plainly  unable  to  accomplish. 
As  a  source  of  moral  instruction,  therefore,  it  is  fatally  defective. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  philosophers  could  never  agree  on  the 
tWo  greatest,  and  most  important,  of  all  moral  subjects,  the  cha- 
racter of  God^  and  thi  supreme  good  of  man*     The  diversity  of 
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their  opinions  concerning  them  was  wonderful :  and  the  more  thev 
inquired  and  discoursed,  the  more  numerous,  distant  and  discord- 
ant, their  instructions  became.  What,  then,  must  have  been  the 
situation  of  their  disciples  ?  How  perfectly  must  they  have  been 
at  a  loss  concerning  their  whole  duty,  and  their  whole  interest? 
At  such  a  loss  they  actually  were.  Perplexed  ;  despainng  altogeth- 
er of  arriving  at  truth ;  they  followed  their  traditions,  and  left  the 
philosopher  to  himself:  deciding,  as  God  has  decided  in  the  text, 
that  the  reasonings  of  the  Wise  are  vain, 

3.  Philosophy  was  never  able  to  determine  whether  all  the  things, 
necessary  to  salvation,  were  known  by  itself,  or  not. 

Had  Reason  been  able  to  discover,  that  certain  truths  were 
fundamental,  it  could  have  never  determined  whether  there  viere 
not  other  truths,  of  the  same  indispensable  importance,  and  necessity, 
which  were  still  hidden  from  its  view.  This  also  was  a  fatal  defect. 
It  is  not  enough  to  know  what  is  indispensable  to  our  salvation  ; 
unless  we  also  know,  that  we  possess  all  the  truths,  which  are  of 
this  absolute  importance.  The  ignorance  of  one  such  doctrine 
must  of  course  be  fatal  to  us.  I  speak  not  here  of  ignorance 
which  is  necessary  and  unavoidable  ;  but  of  that  which  is  volunta- 
ry ;  which  flows  from  sloth,  indifference,  and  neglect,  from  the 
love  of  error,  and  the  hatred  of  truth.  In  such  ignorance  philoso- 
phy left  all  its  votaries,  and  all  its  disciples,  and  in  the  doubt,  fear, 
anxiety,  and  despair,  to  which  such  ignorance  conducts  every  seri- 
ous man  ;  or  in  the  apathy  and  licentiousness,  to  which  it  prompts 
the  thoughtless  and  the, sensual. 

4.  Philosophers  have  differed  endlessly,  and  must  of  course  differ, 
from  each  other. 

Their  systems  have  been  widely  diverse  in  almost  all  respects, 
and  about  almost  all  things.  They  have  dissented  unceasingly 
concerning  God  and  religion,  concerning  human  duty  and  human 
interests,  concerning  virtue  and  vice,  concerning  the  divine  gov- 
ernment and  moral  obligation,  concerning  the  nature  of  the  soul, 
and  the  character  and  destination  of  man.  They  have  contended 
alike  about  fundamental  and  circumstantial  doctrines  ;  about  expi- 
ation and  acceptance  ;  about  worship  and  forgiveness.  Nor  have 
Infidels  been  in  any  material  degree  more  harmonious  than  their 
predecessors.     That  this  discordance  is  a  thing  of  course,  is  prov- 
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ed,  beyond  debate,  by  its  actual  existence  in  all  ages  and  nations, 
in  all  the  sects  of  philosophy,  and  among  the  individuals  of  each 
sect.  This  fact  unanswerably  evinces,  that  its  foundation  is  laid 
in  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  that  it  is  inseparable  from  the 
character  and  circumbtances  of  the  men.  None  of  them  confided 
in  the  doctrines  of  others ;  although  each  pertinaciously  adhered 
to  his  own.  Against  each  his  rivals  argued,  and  pointed  the 
shafts  of  contempt  and  ridicule.  The  people  at  large,  when  they 
gave  them  any  attention,  disbelieved  sometimes  one,  sometimes 
another,  and  generally  all.  That  such  must  be  the  case  might 
easily  have  been  foreseen  :  for  it  was  impossible,  that  they  should 
know  who  was  in  the  right,  and  who  was  in  ihe  wrong  ;  or  wheth- 
er any  were  right,  or  all  were  wrong.  Thus  they  accompHshed, 
and  plainly  could  accomplish,  nothing. 

5.  Philosophy  is  necessarily  deft  dive  in  Evidence, 
The  evidence  of  doctrines,  taught  philosophically,   is   argument, 
exhibited  in  a  course  of  reasoning.     In  the  case,  under  considera- 
tion, such  evidence   is  necessarily  defective.     In  a  multitude  of 
instances  it  is  imperfectly  discernible  even  by  the  philosopher  him- 
self.    In  subjects  so  extensive,  complicated,  and  abstruse,  as  those 
involved  in  a  moral  system,  it  is  impossible  for  the  human  mind  to 
comprehend  with  distinctness  and  satisfaction  to  itself,  even  a 
moderate  part  of  that  which   it  is  highly  important   to   know. 
Hence  the  philosopher  himself  is  very  frequently  at  a  loss,  unsatis- 
fied, and  wavering.     The  best  arguments,  which  he  possesses,  he 
will  undoubtedly  communicate  to  others ;  not  because   they  are 
sound,  and  satisfactory  even  tohim.self ;  but  because  they  are  the 
best,  which  he  is  able  to  devise.     But  these  arguments,  even  when 
they  appear  to  him  clear,  and  convincing,  will,  when  presented  to 
other  minds,  have   less  force,  than  was  attributed  to  them  by  his 
own.     He,  in  many  instances,  will  doubt  their  solidity  :  they  will 
deny  it. 

As  many  even  of  those,  which  he  esteems  his  best  proofs,  will 
appear  to  others  feeble,  and  futile  ;  so  this  fact  will  lessen  the  force 
of  all.  When  the  teacher  so  often  halts;  those,  who  arc  taught, 
will  almost  of  course  believe,  that  he  is  universally  lame  ;  and  will 
attach  to  him  little  or  no  credit. 

In  support  of  these  observations.  I  refer  such,  as  think  it  ncces- 
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sary,  to  the  doctrines  of  Plato,  and  Cicero^  concerning  subjects  of 
religion  ;  and  to  the  arguments,  with  wiiich  these  distinguished 
men  have  laboured  to  sustain  them.  How  few  of  those  doctrines 
will  now  bear  an  examination  ;  and  how  few  of  the  arguments,  by 
which  they  are  supported  ?  It  is  ever  to  be  remeuibered,  that  the 
Gentiles  had  no  doctrines,  but  such  as  theirs,  and  such  as  were 
worse  than  theirs  ;  and  no  evidence  to  prove  their  truth,  or  proba- 
bility, but  these  very  arguments,  and  others  less  clear,  and  less 
conclusive. 

At  the  same  time,  the  people  at  large  can  never  understand,  to 
any  great  extent,  this  kind  of  proof.  It  requires  no  small  degree 
of  intelligence  to  discern  clearly  and  satisfactorily,  the  reasonings 
contained  in  a  philosophical  book.  Learned  men  are  often 
puzzled  ;  unlearned  men  know  little,  or  nothing,  of  the  subject : 
and  at  once  lay  it  aside  in  despair. 

Let  this  case  be  illustrated  by  a  plain  example.  How  (ew  of 
our  own  uneducated  countrymen  would  be  able  to  comprehend 
the  system  of  thought,  and  the  arguments  by  which  it  is  supported, 
contained  in  M)\  Lockers  Essay  on  the  Understanding  ;  or  Paley''s 
Moral  Philosophy  ;  or  Bishop  Butler'' s  Analogy  ;  or  President  Ed- 
zoards"*  Treatise  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will.  Yet  each  of  these 
books  is  written  with  far  more  clearness  and  conclusiveness,  than 
those  of  any  ancient  philosopher  :  and  the  common  people  of  this 
country  are  incomparably  more  enlightened  than  those  o{  Greece 
and  Romt,  Plainly,  then,  the  writings  of  the  ancient  philosophers 
must  have  been  of  little  or  no  use  to  the  great  body  of  their  coun- 
trymen. 

6.  The  philosophers  taught  Contradictory  doctrines  zoith  the  same 
confidence,  earnestness^  and  evidence.  This  was  done,  to  a  great 
extent,  by  the  same  individual ;  and  still  more  by  different  indi- 
viduals of  the  same  sect.  Most  of  all,  the  different  sects,  while 
they  contradicted  each  other  endlessly,  asserted  their  respective 
dogmas  in  the  same  strenuous  and  decisive  manner  ;  and  support- 
ed them  with  reasonings  which  they  professedly  considered  as 
being  conclusive.  Of  these  a  considerable  number  were  ingen- 
ious men  ;  and  some,  persons  of  great  talents.  The  whole  force 
of  their  ingenuity,  and  their  reputation,  was  in  each  case  added  to 
their  respective  dogmas.     The  writer  was  here  posted  against 
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himself.  Individuals  were  arrayed  against  other  individuals  ;  and 
sects  were  embodied  against  other  sects.  The  number,  skill,  and 
prowess,  of  the  combatants  were  to  the  eye  of  a  spectator  equal. 
All  claimed  the  victory  :  and  it  was  impossible  for  any  one, 
who  surveyed  the  conflict,  to  detennine  where  the  victory  lay. 
Accordingly  one  cla?s,  or  one  individual,  had,  at  one  time,  the 
greatest  number  of  adherents,  or  at  least  of  admirers  ;  and  anoth- 
er, at  another.  What  sober  man  could  be  willing  to  rest  his  soul, 
and  his  salvation,  on  such  instruction  as  this  ? 

But  the  evil  extended  much  farther  than  the  account,  which  I 
have  here  given.  All  these  men  taught  truth  and  falsehood,  sober 
sense  and  contemptible  absurdity,  virtue  and  vice,  in  the  same  sys- 
tem ;  in  the  same  treatise,  and  not  unfrequently  on  the  same  page. 
All  these,  also,  were  supported  with  the  same  ingenuity,  with 
the  same  confidence,  and  with  arguments  possessing,  apparently, 
the  same  force.  What  then  was  to  be  done  by  those,  whom  they 
taught?  Was  the  whole  to  be  swallowed  ?  How  loathsome,  as 
well  as  how  noxious,  must  be  the  dose  ?  Was  the  whole  to  be 
rejected  ?  Of  what  value,  then,  were  the  insfructions  ?  Was  the 
truth  to  be  separated  by  the  reader  from  the  falsehood,  and  the 
right  from  the  wrong?     This  was  beyond  his  power. 

7.   Philosophers  were  totally  destitute  of  Authority. 

Wherever  Evidence  is  wanting,  and  instructions  and  precepts 
are  yet  to  be  given  ;  its  place  must  be  supplied  by  Authority.  In 
other  words,  the  teacher  must  be  known,  or  at  least  believed,  to 
be  so  wise,  so  skilled  in  the  things  which  are  taught,  as  to  be  obey- 
ed on  account  of  his  character.  In  this  respect,  Philosophy  has 
ever  been  totally  defective.  No  philosopher  ever  possessed  such 
a  character,  as  to  place  him  clearly  above  those,  by  whom  he 
was  contradicted  and  decried.  No  philosopher  ever  possessed 
the  character,  which  I  have  mentioned  above  ;  and  which  is  plain- 
ly indispensable  for  this  great  purpose.  Many  of  them  were 
generally  acknowledged  to  be  ingenious ;  atid  some  of  them  to  be 
learned  5  but  not  one  of  them  was  regarded  as  being  sufficiently 
intelligent,  sincere,  and  wise,  to  be  believed  and  obeyed  on  the 
ground  of  his  personal  reputation.  Not  one  of  them,  therefore, 
had  any  decisive  influence.  Socrates  is  acknowledged  to  have 
been  the  wisest  and  best  of  the  Greek  Philosophers.     Yet  Socrate.<^ 
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had  no  material  influence  over  the  Athenians,  On  the  contrary, 
they  evidently  regarded  him  as  a  mere  projector  of  reformation  ; 
unauthorized  ;  an  enemy  to  the  established  religion  ;  a  proper 
object  of  public  odium  ;  and  justly  meriting  death  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  country. 

Nor  is  the  authority  of  Infidels,  at  the  present  time,  on  a  high- 
er scale.  Mr.  Hume  has  undoubtedly  obtained  as  much  reputa- 
tion, as  any  man  of  this  class  :  and  greater  efforts  have  been  made 
to  give  him  a  distinguished  place  on  the  roll  of  fame,  than  have 
ever  been  made  in  behalf  of  any  of  his  associates.  Yet  in  his  in- 
tegrity, probably,  no  sober  man  confides.  Of  his  wisdom  no  such 
man  is  satisfied  :  and  his  skill  in  moral  subjects  appears  to  have 
been  little  else  than  an  ability  ingeniously  to  perplex  them. 
Among  all  those,  who  have  praised  his  ingenuity,  I  do  not  re- 
member an  indnidual,  who  has  even  remotely  expressed  the 
least  confidence  in  his  character,  as  a  teacher  of  morals.  Indeed, 
no  man,  who  reads  his  Essay  on  Miracles,  or  almost  any  other  of 
his  favourite  performances,  with  impartiality  and  care,  can  be- 
lieve him  to  have  j)ossessed  such  a  degree  of  integrity,  as  is  indis- 
pensable to  this  important  character. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of  authority,  of  a  far  higher  nature, 
and  absolutely  necessary  to  commaid  the  belief  of  mankind,  and 
their  obedience  to  a  moral  system.  This  is  a  known  right  to  utter 
precepts,  and  to  require  obedience.  Such  a  right  cannot  reside  in 
man ;  nor  in  any  being,  but  God,  and  those,  whom  he  commissions 
with  his  own  authority.  It  is  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  Phi- 
losophers never  had  any  such  commission ;  nor  could  make  a 
single  pretence  to  any  such  authority.  Of  course,  whatever  they 
uttered  was  mere  advice.,  and  not  precept.  No  man  felt  himself 
bound  to  obey.  He  might  admire  :  he  might  not  dispute  :  but  to 
yield  obedience  he  could  feel  himself  under  no  possible  obliga- 
tion. Whatever  might  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  the  system,  or 
any  instructions  which  it  contained  ;  it  would  regularly  be  op- 
posed by  this  reasoning,  which  could  never  be  answered.  "  If 
God  required  us  to  believe  and  obey  the  things,  which  this  man 
has  taught ;  why  has  he  not  made  known  his  pleasure  by  some 
certain,  or  at  least  by  some  probable,  indication  ?     It  mav  be 
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true  :  but,  if  il  were  necessary  in  the  sight  of  God,  that  we  should 
obey  it,  he  certainly  wonild  have  discovered  to  us  this  necessity." 

Many  of  the  distinguished  heathen  clearly  perceived  both  this 
defect,  and  its  importance.  Hence  they  endeavoured  to  supply 
it  by  various  measures,  which  they  thought  favourable  to  this 
end.  Hence  some  of  them,  as  Manco  Capac,  and  his  sister,  Mama 
Oella,  cla  med  to  be  children  of  the  gods ;  that  a  degree  of  divine 
authority  might  be  supposed  to  have  descended  to  them.  Ly- 
curgus  professed  to  have  received  his  instructions,  his  laws,  and 
the  government  of  Sparta,  from  the  Oracle  at  Delphi.  Numa 
professedly  derived  his  from  the  nymph  Egeria  :  and  Zamolxis 
professed,  that  he  had  been  raised  from  the  dead.  Others,  by 
degrees,  claimed,  and  obtained,  divine  honours ;  and  had  tem- 
ples erected  to  them,  and  sacrifices  offered.  In  all  these,  and 
other  similar  modes,  have  men  testified  their  consciousness,  that 
the  authority  of  God  was  necessary  to  give  efficacy  to  whatever 
they  taught  or  enjoined. 

Even  human  authority,  shadowy  as  it  is,  the  philosophers  could 
not  boast ;  because  whatever  they  possessed  was  contradicted  by 
other  human  authority,  equally  great  and  good  with  their  own  ; 
and  because  they  were  not  rulers,  and  had  therefore  no  right  ei- 
ther to  make,  or  to  execute,  laws. 

From  these  considerations  it  is  evidently  impossible,  that  phi- 
losophy should  possess  any  sanction  to  its  precepts.  Philosophy, 
being  absolutely  destitute  of  authority,  could  promulge  no  law, 
prescribe  no  duty,  forbid  no  transgression,  promise  no  reward,  and 
threaten  no  penalty.  This  absolute  imbecility,  inherent  in  its 
very  nature,  was  distinctly  discerned  by  those  to  whom  its  in- 
structions were  given.  Accordingly  these  were  embraced  or  re- 
jected, as  mere  matters  of  entertainment  and  pleasure  ;  not  as 
rules,  obligatory  upon  the  conscience  and  the  life.  Hence  it  had 
not  the  least  power  to  amend  the  heart,  or  reform  the  conduct. 
The  whole  history  of  the  heathen  world  furnishes  not  a  single 
reason  to  believe,  that  its  instructions  ever  reformed  one  indivi- 
dual, either  among  the  teachers,  or  among  their  disciples. 

8.  To  complete  the  defectiveness  of  this  method  of  teaching,  the 
Language,  which  it  has  always  employed,  is  incapable  of  being  tin- 
derstood  by  the  great  body  of  mankind. 
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Every  science  always  has  its  peculiar  phraseology;  usually 
called  technical  language :  and  every  person,  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  knows,  that  the  peculiar  ideas,  belonging  to  each,  can- 
not well  be  expressed  in  any  other  language.  Of  this  the  obser- 
vations of  Mr.  Locke  on  civil  and  philosophical  language  may  be 
regarded  as  anmple  proof.  It  is,  however,  sufficient  for  my  own 
purpose,  that  such  phraseology  has  been  always  adopted  by  phi- 
losophers. Were  they,  then,  to  be  the  only  teachers  of  mankind 
Religion  would,  of  course,  be  communicated  in  this  phraseology 
i.  e.  a  considerable  part  of  the  terms,  used,  would  be  technical 
and,  unless  these  were  understood,  the  discourses,  in  which  they 
were  found,  must  be  sealed  books  to  the  great  mass  of  readers- 
Such  always  has  been  the  fact.  Deliver  any  book,  of  this  nature, 
io  a  man^  that  is  not  learned,  saying,  ^^  Read  this,  I  pray  thee  :^^ 
and  he  will  say,  what  native  good  sense,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  compels  him  to  say,  "  I  cannot  ;  for  I  am  not  learned.''^  Put 
into  the  hands  of  such  a  man  Paley^s  Moral  Phdosophy,  written 
with  great  perspicuity,  and  precision,  and  with  a  studious  avoid- 
ance of  this  phraseology  ;  and  it  will  be  chiefly  lost  to  him.  Ser- 
mons, written  in  this  manner,  are  proverbially  censured,  as  being 
by  the  preacher  voluntarily  made  useless  to  his  audience. 

But  what  effect  can  be  produced  on  the  mind  of  a  reader  by  in- 
structions, delivered  in  language,  which  he  cannot  understand  ? 

From  the  observations,  which  have  been  made  upon  this  pas- 
sage of  Scripture,  I  derive  the  following 

REMARK. 

How  totally  superior  is  the  manner  of  instruction,  adopted  in  the 
Scriptures,  to  that,  which  is  found  in  books  of  philosophy  ? 

The  instructions,  and  precepts,  contained  in  the  Bible,  are  com- 
municated to  us  as  the  instructions  of  that  Being,  who  alone  under- 
stands the  real  system  of  moral  truth. 

As  God  perfectly  knows  every  thing,  pertaining  to  this  subject ; 
he  is  perfectly  qualified  to  prescribe  every  rule  of  human  faith  and 
practice.  As  he  knows  all  his  own  determinations  ;  he  is  per- 
fectly prepared  to  declare  the  manner,  in  which  he  will  regard 
every  thought  and  action  of  man  -,  and,  therefore,  the  manner,  in 

VOL,   I,  14 


10g  ®N  REVELATIOiN.  jSER.  VI. 

which  each  will  be  rewarded  or  punished  by  him  in  the  future  pe- 
riods of  our  being. 

In  the  Bible,  also,  these  instructions  are  exhibited  as  being  given 
by  Him,  who  can  prevent,  or  accomplish,  whatever  he  pleases.  Of 
course,  whatever  he  declares  will  be  found  true.  Every  threat- 
ening will  be  executed  ;  and  every  promise  fultilled  :  and  both,  in 
the  very  manner  announced.  Wbatever  God  designs  will  exist 
in  its  proper  time,  and  place.  Whatever  he  declares,  or  requires, 
will,  therefore,  harmonize  with  every  thing  which  has  taken  place, 
or  is  to  take  place  hereafter ;  with  all  that  exists  in  this  world, 
and  in  every  other  world  ;  with  the  events  of  time,  and  with  those 
of  eternity.  No  event  will  be  unexpected  ;  no  design  disappoint- 
ed; and  no  declaration  fail  of  a  complete  accomplishment. 

At  the  same  time,  these  instructions  are  givenin  the  best  Manner. 
The  language  of  the  Scriptures  is  the  plain  language  of  common 
sense  ;  the  customary  language  of  man  ;  the  language,  which  God 
formed  him  to  speak  and  to  understand.  In  this  language  the 
doctrines,  precepts  and  ordinances,  are  delivered  in  short  and 
simple  rules,  and  obvious  declarations  ;  easily  comprehended, 
easily  remembered,  and  easily  applied.  By  themselves  they  are 
far  more  evident,  than  the  parts  of  a  philosophical  system  ever 
were  by  the  aid  of  any  arguments,  which  its  authors  were  able  to 
produce. 

The  Law  of  God,  contained  in  the  two  great  commands,  "  Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord,  thy  God,  with  all  thy  heart;  and  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyself;"  though  so  short,  as  easily  to  be  written  within 
the  compass  of  a  shilling,  contains  more  sound  wisdom,  and  in- 
volves more  rectitude,  than  all  the  volumes  of  philosophy,  which 
have  been  written  since  the  world  began. 

Scarcely  less  remarkable  is  it,  or  less  deserving  of  our  atten- 
tion, that  the  Scriptural  system  is  in  a  great  measure  constituted  of 
Facts.  The  great  works  of  creation,  and  providence  ;  peculiarly 
the  wonderful  work  of  redemption  ;  the  resurrection  ;  the  confla- 
gration ;  the  final  judgment ;  the  formation  of  new  heavens  and  a 
new  earth,  wherein  righteousness  shall  dwell  forever  ;  are  them- 
selves, when  reduced  to  the  form  of  declarations,  the  primary  doc- 
trines of  the  Scriptures.  How  much  is  contained  in  this  declara- 
tion of  a  single  fact :  "  For,  while  we  were  without  strength,  Christ 
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in  due  time  died  for  the  ungodly;"  and  in  this  ;  '•  Of  his  mercy 
he  saved  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

Facts  seem  never  to  have  had  their  proper  place  given  to  them 
in  the  apprehensions  of  the  great  body  of  philosophers.  An  ob- 
server of  human  nature  will  easily  discern,  that  they  are  far  more 
convincing,  as  well  as  far  more  impressive,  than  any  other  kind  of 
evidence,  which  is  applicable  to  moral  subjects.  This  is  not  only 
true  with  respect  to  plain  men,  but  with  respect  to  all  men.  No 
abstract  consideration  concerning  the  Divine  character  has  ever 
had,  or  can  have,  the  same  influence  upon  mankind,  as  the  facts ; 
that  God  is  the  Creator,  Preserver,  Rider,  andJudge  of  the  universe. 
The  proof  of  this  is  in  every  man's  bosom.  But  philosophy  knew 
not  these  facts,  nor  any  of  them.  It  conjectured  indeed,  and  then 
doubted  ;  and  then  conjectured  again  :  and  this  was  all,  which  it 
was  able  to  do. 

The  Scriplurdl  system  is  also  Supported  hy  facts  :  the  best  of  all 
evidence  :  that,  which  men  can  mo^^  clearly  see  ;  most  success- 
fully apply  ;  and  inosl  powerfully  feel  :  and,  indeed,  the  only  evi- 
dence, which  is  felt  at  all. 

All  this,  however,  is  remote  from  the  whole  truth.  The  Scrip- 
tural system  is  u  Law.  Its  instructions  are  obligatory  rules  of 
faith  ;  its  ordinances,  of  worship  ;  and  its  precepts,  of  moral  prac- 
tice. This  consideration  gives  it  a  weight,  infinitely  ditTerent 
from  that  of  philosoj)hy.  Iiitelligent  beings,  and  men  especially, 
are  not,  and  cannot  be.  controlled  by  mere  advice.  Of  this  the 
acknowledged  necessity  of  human  governments  furnishes  the 
amplest  proof;  and  has  furnished  it  in  every  age,  and  in  every 
country. 

In  the  character  of  a  law.  it  is  promulgated  by  the  proper  Lazi>- 
giver :  the  only  being,  who  has  a  right  to  prescribe,  or  is  able  to 
prescribe,  rules  of  faith  and  practice,  to  his  Intelligent  creatures. 
All  the  attributes  necessary  as  qualifications  for  this  exalted,  and, 
permit  me  to  say,  stupendous,  emplo3ment  of  directing  the  con- 
sciences and  the  moral  conduct  of  rational  beings,  are  inherent  in 
Jehovah.  He,  and  he  only,  possesses  the  knowledge  to  discern 
what  in  all  cases  is  true  and  right ;  the  disposition  in  all  cases  to 
require  it;  the  power  to  demand  it;  and  the  skill,  ability,  and  in- 
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clination,  to  reward  it.  At  the  same  time,  the  beings,  to  whom 
he  prescribes,  are  his  property  ;  made,  preserved,  and  blessed,  by 
him.  Hence  to  judge  and  retribute  their  actions  is  his  proper 
and  undeniable  province.  Conjoined  to  all  these  things,  he  pos- 
sesses an  exaltation,  greatness,  and  glory,  which  ensure  the  awe 
of  the  bad,  and  the  reverence  of  the  good,  throughout  his  immense 
kingdom.  What  other  being  can  claim  even  one  of  these  attri- 
butes ;  or,  without  them  all,  can  assume,  but  with  equal  arrogance 
and  injustice,  the  prerogative  of  controling  the  conscience,  or 
prescribing  rules  for  the  moral  practice  of  mankind. 

At  the  same  time,  this  law  is  furnished  with  all  the  Sanctions, 
necessary  to  enforce  its  requisitions ,  so  far  as  they  can  be  enforced 
xipon  such  beings^  as  men.  To  obedience  is  promised  the  favour 
of  God  in  this  life,  together  with  all  the  blessings,  which  can  be 
expected  to  flow  from  it  in  our  present  state  ;  blessings,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  immortal  life  in  the  world  to  come.  To  disobedience 
is  threatened  the  anger  of  God  in  this  world,  and  endless  perdi- 
tion beyond  the  grave.  These  are  sanctions,  of  the  highest  possi- 
ble import :  such,  as  none  but  God  has  a  right  to  establish : 
such,  as  none  but  God  can  execute.  That  he  will  execute  them 
his  unchangeable  truth  furnishes  the  most  decisive  and  awful  evi- 
dence. If,  then,  prescriptions,  requiring  of  us  virtuous,  and  for- 
bidding sinful,  conduct,  will  ever  be  obeyed  ;  these,  certainly,  will 
ensure  our  obedience. 

To  prevent  us  from  being  at  a  loss,  and  of  course  perplexed, 
and  distressed,  the  Scriptures,  have  distinguished  those  truths,  which 
are  Fundamental,  from  those,  which  are  of  inferiour  importance. 
The  suspense,  therefore,  in  which  Philosophy  leaves  the  mind 
concerning  this  all  interesting  subject,  is  here  taken  away.  The 
promises  of  acceptance,  and  the  threatenings  of  rejection,  are  here 
specifically  made :  and  every  man  knows,  or  may  easily  know, 
what  that  obedience  is,  and  what  that  character,  which  will  cer- 
tainly secure  his  salvation. 

Even  this  is  not  all.  Nor  is  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
whole  subject  hitherto  brought  into  consideration.  To  sinners 
the  all  important  concern  is  to  obtain  an  Expiatio7i  for  their  sins.  Of 
such  an  expiation  Philosophers  have  never  dreamed.  This  is  a 
part  of  divine  Wisdom,  absolutely  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  all  liv- 
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ing.  But  in  the  Scriptures  such  an  expiation  is  provided,  estab- 
lished, and  in  the  clearest  terms  announced  to  mankind.  It  is  an 
expiation,  concerning  the  sufficiency  of  which  to  cover  the  sins  of 
the  chief  of  sinners,  and  to  ensure  his  acceptance  with  God,  not  a 
reasonable  doubt  cati  be  eiitertaiued.  It  is  an  expiation,  devised 
by  God  himself;  and,  therefore,  certainly  such,  as  he  will  accept. 
In  consequence  of  it,  he  exhibits  himself  as  seated  vpon  a  throne  of 
grace,  or  forgiving  love  ;  and  proclaims  boldness  if  access  to  all 
returning  sinners  for  the  supplication  of  his  mercy,  and  the  attain- 
ment of  the  yr<5<(^c«^'on  of  Uft.  Without  this  mighty  constituent, 
the  best  religious  system  would  be  lame  in  its  provisions  for  the 
salvation  of  sinners ;  and  inefficacious,  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, to  the  production  of  any  real  good. 

In  addition  to  all  these  things,  the  Scriptures  announce  to  us. 
rohat  none,  but  God,  could  announce,  or  imagine  :  that,  to  counter- 
act the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  and  the  obstinacy  of  our  sinful  ha- 
bits, H"  has  sent  his  Holy  Spirit  into  the  world,  a  divine  and  al- 
mighty Agent,  to  form  the  heart  of  man  anew  ;  to  remove  his  rebel' 
lious  disposition,  and  to  implant  in  him  a  spirit  of  allegiance,  and 
duty.  This  is  another  requisite,  without  which  no  religious  sys- 
tem can  be  of  any  avail  to  the  virtue  or  well-being  of  man. 

Here,  also,  truth  and  falsehood,  virtue  and  sin,  are  separated  by 
lines  of  distinction,  so  broad  and  so  clear,  as  not  to  be  imobserted  or 
mistaken,  unless  from  choice.  Systems  of  philosophy  have  been 
endlessly  various  and  contradictory.  The  errors  of  the  same  phi- 
losopher are  perpetually  blemied  with  whatever  truths  he  com- 
municates ;  the  precepts  which  enjoin  virtue,  with  those  which 
sanction  vice.  All  these,  also,  are  attended  with  exactly  the 
same  authority,  and  with  substantially  the  same  arguments.  One 
philosophical  system,  also,  possesses  exactly  the  same  authority, 
and  substantially  the  same  evidence,  as  another :  that,  w^hich 
contradicts,  as  that  which  is  contradicted.  What  plain  man,  nay 
■what  man  of  learning,  can  here  distinguish  truth  from  falsehood  : 
moral  precepts  from  immoral ;  virtue  from  sin. 

Infinitely  distant  from  all  this,  the  scheme  of  the  Bible  is  but 
one.  One  living  and  true  God  is  the  foundation  of  it ;  laid  by 
every  writer,  and  on  every  page.     Obedience  to  him  is  a  single, 
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indivisible  thing :  the  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  The 
atonement  is  one.  The  character,  to  which  the  blessings  of  it 
are  given,  is  one.  The  salvation,  promised,  is  one.  Amid  the 
endless  varieties  of  instruction,  precept,  and  promise  ;  of  admo- 
nition, reproof,  and  threatening  ;  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  a 
single  scheme  runs  through  the  whole  volume;  and  is  adopted 
with  absolute  exactness  bj  every  writer.  Hence  the  way  of  holi- 
ness becomes  a  highway  :  and  zoay faring  men,  though  fools,  need 
not  err  therein. 

Finally,  the  Scriptures  contain  Examples  of  real  Virtue  ;  which 
in  the  happiest  manner  elucidate  and  enforce  the  nature  and  the 
importance  of  obedience  to  God.  They  elucidate  these  things 
by  showing,  that  virtue  has  in  fact  existed  in  this  sinful  world. 
Such  is  the  exhibition  given  of  them,  that  no  person,  who  reads 
it,  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  examples,  which  are  present- 
ed to  our  view,  were  possessed  of  real  piety,  or  that  they  were 
genuine  children  of  God.  That  this  was  the  character  of  Abra- 
ham and  Moses,  of  Paul  and  John,  can  be  doubted  by  him  only, 
who  is  resolved  to  doubt  concerning  every  moral  subject.  This 
fact,  let  it  be  remembered,  is  of  high  moment  to  such  beings  as  we 
are.  With  all  her  boasts,  philosophy  had  no  such  example  to 
give;  and  was.  at  the  best,  compelled  to  leave  unanswered  the 
great  question  ;   Whether  virtue  ever  existed  in  the  present  world. 

By  these  examples,  also,  are  we  taught  the  Manner,  in  which 
Virtue  operates  in  human  minds,  and  in  the  progress  of  human  life  : 
the  duties  which  it  performs,  the  sins  which  it  shuns,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  believes,  repents,  and  obeys.  The  value  of  this 
instruction  cannot  easily  be  estimated.  Whatever  is  done  is  far 
more  clearly  understood,  more  deeply  felt,  and  either  more  faith- 
fully followed,  or  more  cautiously  shunned,  than  that  which  is 
barely  taught. 

In  all  this  the  importance  of  a  virtuous  character  is  evident. 
Still  more  gloriously  is  it  maiiifested  in  the  Rewards,  to  which  we 
see  those,  who  possess  this  happy  disposition,  regularly  conduct- 
ed. These  rewards  are  immortal,  and  divine;  transcending 
every  thought  and  every  wish,  which  can  be  formed  by  a  creat- 
ed mind. 
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Among  these  examples  there  is  one,  Hke  to  which  nothing  ever 
existed  in  the  present  world,  and  nothing  was  ever  formed  by  the 
power  of  human  Imagination.  This  is  the  example  o/' Christ. 
Search  all  the  books,  beside  the  Scriptures,  which  have  been 
written  since  the  world  began  :  and  one  of  those  little  histories 
which  record  this  example,  will  be  acknowledged  by  you,  if  you 
are  an  honest  man,  to  exhibit  more  clearly,  and  comprehensively, 
the  nature  and  excellence  of  real  virtue,  than  all  the  immeasura- 
ble mass  of  philosophical  instructions  united. 


SERMON   VII. 

THE  SOVEREIGNTY  OF  GOD- 


Matthew,  iii.  9. 

I 
Aid  think  not  to  say  wilhin  yourselves,  '  We  have  Abraham  to  our 
mather :''  for  I  say  unto  you,  that  God  is  able  of  these  stones  to  raise 
jnp  children  unto  Abraham. 

The  Jews  were  accustomed  to  pride  themselves  on  their  descent 
."rom  Abraham.     God,  they  thought,  would   never  cast  off  the 
children  of  his  friend,  and  the  people  of  his  covenant.     Both  the 
existence,  and  the  danger,  of  (his  error,  the  Baptist  perfectly  well 
mderstood ;  and  feU  himself  bound  to  guard  them  against  its  per- 
nicious influence.     While,  therefore,  he  urged  the  absolute  neces- 
Isity  of  repentance  to  the  remission  of  sins,  he  took  effectual  care  to 
I  prevent  the  objections,  which,  he  foresaw,  would  arise  in  their 
minds  against  his  injunctions.     For  this  purpose  he  anticipated 
I  the  reply,  which  they  were  ready  to  make;  and  informed  them,  that 
their  relation  to  Abraham  would  be  of  no  avail  towards  their  attain- 
ment of  eternal  life  ;  as  they  could  not  but  see,  if  they  considered, 
that  God  was  able  of  the  stones,  which  lay  before  them,  to  raise  up 
children  unto  Abraham.     This  declaration  plainly  cut  off  all  the 
hopes  which  they  derived  from  this  source  ;  and  taught  them  irre- 
sistibly, that  something,  beside  their  kindred  to  the  Patriarch,  was 
necessary  to  secure  the  favour  of  God. 

We,  like  the  Jews,  are  prone  to  indulge  expectations  of  future 
good  on  false  grounds  ;  if  not  on  the  same,  yet  on  others  equally 
indefensible  and  dangerous ;  and,  like  them,  need  to  be  taught  the 
error,  and  warned  of  the  danger.  The  declaration  in  the  text  is 
admirably  fitted  for  this  purpose.  The  contemplation  of  it  there- 
fore, and  of  certain  truths  flowing  from  it  by  necessary  inference. 
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can  hardly  fail  of  beiog  useful  to  us,  unless  we  prevent  it  by  our 
own  opposition. 

The  doctrine,  stripped  of  the  peculiar  language  of  the  text,  is 
evidently  this  : 

God  is  able  with  infinite  ease  to  create  any  number  of  virtuous 
beings  ;  and  those,  possessed  of  any  degree  of  excellence. 

The  children  of  Abraham,  in  the  language  of  the  Jews,  and  of 
course  in  that  of  the  Baptist,  denoted  such  persons,  as  were  within 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  were  therefore  entitled  to  the  blessings 
of  that  covenant:  In  other  words,  persons,  who,  in  the  Evangeli- 
cal sense,  were  virtuous  ;  and,  therefore,  objects  of  the  Divine 
favour. 

If  God  be  able  to  form  such  beings  of  stone;  he  must  be  equally 
able  to  form  them  out  of  nothing.  This  also,  it  is  equally  evi- 
dent, he  can  do  with  infinite  ease.  The  Universe  with  all  its  in- 
habitants he  called  into  existence  by  his  command.  With  a  com- 
mand, then^fore,  he  can  summon  into  existence  any  additional 
number  of  worlds.  He  can  in  the  same  manner  people  them  with 
any  additional  number  of  inhabitants.  Of  the  beings,  whom  he 
has  already  created,  immense  multitudes  are  virtuous.  The 
same  work  he  can  accomplish  again  in  the  same  manner.  Such 
virtuous  beings,  as  he  may  hereafter  create,  he  can  endow  with 
any  supposable  degree  of  excellence.  He  has  already  created 
Angels.  Certainly,  then,  he  can  create  more  :  and  can  fill  the 
universe  with  thrones,  dominions, principalitibs,  Siud  powers  ;  with 
beings,  exalted  in  their  nature  above  all  our  comprehension  ;  nay, 
of  that  of  Angels  themselves  ;  beings,  wonderfully  enlarged  in  their 
understanding,  spotless  in  their  disposition,  noble  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  amiable  in  all  their  conduct. 

No  person,  who  has  read  and  believed  his  Bible,  or  who  even 
admits  the  existence  and  character  of  God  ;  will  question  the 
truth  of  these  positions.  Any  attempt  to  prove  them  would,  of 
course,  be  trifling.  I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  to  derive  from  the 
doctrine  certain  Inferences,  for  the  sake  of  which  principally  I 
have  chosen  the  text  as  the  foundation  of  the  present  discourse. 

1 .  It  follows  from  this  doctrine,  that  God  was  the  Ultimate  End 
of  all  his  works.     In  the   language  of    Paul,  All  things  were 
made  not  only  by  him,  but/or  him. 
VOL.   T,  1.5 
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It  has  been  frequently  thought,  that  because  God  was  from 
eternity  perfect  and  happy,  in  himself,  he  cannot  be  t^upposed  to 
have  made  himself  the  Chief  End  of  his  works  ;  but  must  have 
aimed  supremely  at  the  Happiness  of  his  Creatures.  Let  me  ask : 
How  can  creatures,  who  can  be  created  in  any  numbers,  and  of 
any  character,  by  a  word,  be  i.i  ihems^elves  of  any  importance  to 
the  Creator  ?  If  they  were  all  to  perish  at  once  ;  the  universe 
rriight  the  next  moment  be  filled  with  others,  like  them  ;  nay,  with 
others,  unspeakably  wiser,  nobler,  aad  better,  than  themselves  : 
with  beings,  on  whom  he  would  look  with  the  same  or  greater 
complacency  ;  and  by  whom  he  would  be  served  in  the  same 
manner,  or  a  manner  more  accordant  with  his  pleasure. 

To  such  a  being,  the  loss  of  all  created  Intelligences  would  be 
no  loss ;  because  it  could  be  ten  thousands,  or  ten  millions  of 
times  more  than  supplied  in  the  number  and  excellency  of  others, 
whom  a  single  word  could  produce  in  an  instant  of  time. 

Of  what  consequence  would  be  tlic  loss  of  any  enjoyment  to 
US ;  if  with  a  word  we  could  recall  it,  or,  if  we  chose,  could  pro- 
duce another,  a  hundred  or  a  thousand,  of  equal  or  superior  va- 
lue ?  Of  what  importance  would  be  friends,  money,  or  children ; 
if  by  a  wish  we  could  fill  their  places  again  with  others  exactly 
like  them,  or  with  more  and  better  property,  friends,  or  children? 
But  how  evident  is  it,  that  things,  which  are  of  no  importance 
to  God,  could  not  be  the  ultimate  end  of  his  exertions.  To  him 
nothing  could  be  of  great,  or  even  of  real,  importance,  but  him- 
self. All  other  beings,  as  he  declares  in  the  language  of  Isaiah 
concerning  the  nations  of  men,  a?-e  before  him  as  nothing,  and  are 
accounted  unto  him  as  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity. 

Hence  himself  must  clearly  have  been  the  supreme  end  of  all 
his  designs,  and  labours.  To  indulge  his  own  benevolence,  and 
display  to  intelligent  creatures  his  absolute  perfection  ;  must  have 
been  the  moving  cause  of  his  Creation,  and  Providence,  through- 
out eternity. 

2.  //  is  evident  from  this  doctrine,  that  the  Providence  of  God 
alike  regards,  and  superintends,  all  creatures  ^  the  least  as  truly, 
as  the  greatest. 

It  has  been  often  said,  that  the  Providence  of  God  does  not  ex- 
tend to  particular  men,  nor  to  their  concerns.     Much  less  is  it 
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believed  by  those,  who  make  this  assertion,  that  the  same  Provi- 
dence extends  .to  inferior  beings  ;  because  they  are  so  much  more 
insignificant,  and  therefore  are  so  much  more  beneath  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Creator. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  this  doctrine  may  be  proved 
false  and  groundless  ;  particularly  by  the  consideration,  that,  if 
these  beings  are  too  insignificant  to  be  superintended,  they  were 
really  too  insignificant  to  be  made.  Certainly,  if  it  was  proper 
for  God  to  create  them,  it  must  be  proper  for  him  to  superintend 
them.  The  same  thing  also  appears  evident  from  the  fact,  that 
the  things,  which  are  done  even  for  the  least  of  them,  are  such  as 
none  but  God  can  do.  His  Providential  agency  i&  plainly  as  in- 
dispensable for  the  purposes  of  preserving  their  lives,  and  provid- 
ing their  sustenance,  as  his  Creative  agency  for  giving  them 
existence. 

But  the  doctrine  is  forcibly  refuted  by  the  text.  Sparrows,  in 
the  view  of  the  text,  are  as  truly  important,  and  necessary  to 
God,  as  are  men,  or  angels.  If  angels  were  to  expire ;  or  men 
to  be  annihilated  ;  better  men  and  better  angels  could  be  substi- 
tuted in  their  room  as  easily,  as  one  sparrow  can  be  replaced 
by  another.  Sparrows  were  made  because  God  saw  it  to  be  pro- 
per to  make  them  ;  and  are  continued  and  superintended,  because 
this  also  is  his  pleasure.  It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  assert, 
nor  do  I  at  all  believe,  that  sparrows  are  of  the  same  real  value  as 
angels  and  men.  The  Scriptures  assert  what  is  obviously  true, 
when  they  inform  us,  that  one  man  is  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows.  But  God  can  create  men  as  easily  as  sparrows  ;  and 
angels  as  easily  as  either.  Hence,  in  creating  or  superintending 
either,  he  regards  the  propriety  of  the  act  merely  ;  and  not  the  ne- 
cessity, or  the  importance,  of  the  being  to  himself. 

Hence,  sparrows  never  fall  to  the  ground  without  his  agency. 
Hence,  the  very  hairs  of  our  heads  are  all  numbered  by  him ;  so 
that  there  is  not  one  more,  nor  one  less,  at  any  time,  than  he  ap- 
points. Hence,  in  a  word,  every  thing  is  created,  and  every 
thing  superintended,  by  his  agency ;  merely  because  he  thought 
it  proper  to  give  and  continue  to  it  such  a  measure  of  existence, 
and  such  a  portion  of  enjoyments.  For  his  pleasure  they  are  ;  (or 
exist :)  as  for  his  pleasure  they  -were  created. 
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3.  It  is  evident,  also,  from  this  doctrine,  that  such  beings  as  men 
are,  or  ever  were,  are  totally  unnecessary  to  God. 

God  created  man,  a>  he  ha?  done  every  other  part  of  the  uni- 
verse, because  he  -aw,  that  it  was  good  to  create  thrm.  In  otheF 
words,  it  was  a  thing  which  in  his  view  was  proper  to  be  done 
bj  him  ;  a  thing,  in  which  he  took  pleasure. 

But  at  the  same  time,^and  with  the  same  ease,  he  could  have 
created  angels,  or  beings  as  much  superior  to  them,  as  they  arc 
to  worms  ;  and  those  in  numl)ers  inconceivable.  Such  beings  as 
men,  therefore,  could  have  no  inherent  importance  in  his  sight, 
which  could  render  them  necessary  to  him:  and  their  creation 
was  the  result,  not  of  their  worth,  but  of  his  pleasure.  Of  every 
stone  on  this  globe  he  could  have  raised  up  a  child  unto  Abraham  ; 
a  virtuous  being  ;  who  would  have  served  him  forever  in  an  accep- 
table manner,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  Thus  he  might 
have  filled  the  world  with  beings,  incomparably  better  than  men, 
although  Adam,  and  his  race,  had  never  existed. 

4.  When  men  had  apostatized  from  God,  it  was  not  from  their 
importance,  nor  because  they  were  necessary  to  him,  that  God  re- 
stored them. 

Man  now  was  not  only  insignificant  and  unnecessary;  but  was 
also  rebellious,  sinful,  and  odious  to  his  Maker.  With  infinite 
ease  God  might  have  destroyed  the  whole  race,  and  repeopled 
the  earth  with  beings  incomparably  better.  Every  stone  might 
now  have  been  animated,  and  informed  with  a  virtuous  and  im- 
mortal mind,  devoted  to  his  service,  and  forever  eniployed  in 
worshipping  and  glorifying  his  name. 

Why  did  he  at  this  time  regard  man  at  all  ?  Wliy  did  he  not 
blot  out  the  whole  human  race  from  under  heaven  ?  Why  did  he 
continue  to  raise  them  up  through  one  generation  nfter  another? 
Why  did  he  preserve  them  from  death,  provide  for  them  suste- 
nance, and  bestow  upon  thfm  innumerable  blessings?  Why  has 
he  rolled  the  world  around  its  centre  from  age  to  age ;  and  caus- 
ed his  sun  to  rise,  and  made  his  rain  descend,  on  such  unjust  and 
unthankful  beings?  Had  he  withdrawn  his  hand,  they  would  all 
have  returned  to  their  original  nothing,  and  have  been  lost  from 
the  remembrance  of  the  universe.  Whence  did  he  entertain 
thoughts  of  mercy  towards  them,  or  any  thoughts  at  all,  except  of 
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Tcrath  and  indignation  ?  Why  did  he  propose  to  forgive,  to  re- 
deem, to  sanctif},  and  to  save,  them;  to  restore  them  to  his  fa- 
vour, and  to  bestow  on  them  the  inheritance  of  eternal  hfe  ? 
With  a  word  he  could  have  raised  up  an  innumerable  Church,, 
consisting  of  wiser,  better,  and  universally  more  deserving,  mem- 
bers ;  all  devoted  to  his  praise,  and  to  each  other's  good.  In  this 
way  the  amazing  expense  of  Reden>ption.  the  humiliation  and 
sufierings  of  his  beloved  Son  would  have  been  spared;  and  yet 
the  universe  have  found  no  part  of  its  inhabitants  lacking. 

5.  Hence,  the  work  of  Redemption  flowed  from  the  mere  goodness 
of  God ;  and  not  at  alt  from  the  worthiness  or  the  importance  of  the 
Redeemed,  nor  f-om  the  fact  that  they  were  at  all  necessary  to  him. 

The  Character  of  the  redeemed  was  of  no  such  importance. 
Antecedently  to  their  redemption,  they  were  merely  apostates, 
and  sinners. 

Their  Number  was  of  no  such  importance.  With  a  word  he 
could  have  called  inj;o*existence  a  number  immeasurably  great- 
er. All  these  might  have  been  sinless.  At  the  same  time  they 
might  have  been  wise,  great,  and  exalted,  beyond  what  either  we 
or  angels  can  conceive. 

The  Church,  therefore,  must  eternally  say,  "Of his  own  will 
begat  he  us  by  tiie  word  of  truth ;"  and  through  eternity  sing, 
"  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  but  unto  th}  name  be  the 
glory."  Whenever,  therefoie,  a  sinner  is  sanctified,  and  is  thus 
introduced  into  the  kingdom  and  favour  of  God  ;  he  must  of  neces- 
sity conclude,  thai  his  sanctitication  has  not  at  all  proceeded  from 
his  own  worth  and  importance.  Worth  he  had  none  ;  for  he  ^vas 
only  a  sinner.  But  if  he  had  had  more  than  an  angel,  God  stood 
in  no  possible  need  of  him.  Tiie  first  stone,  which  he  finds  in  the 
street,  might  with  infinite  ease  have  been  converted  into  a  better 
being  than  himself.  Not  for  his  importance.  Who  can  be  im- 
portant to  Hitn,  who  spoke  the  universe  into  being;  and  who,  if  it 
were  annihilated,  could  call  another  into  existence  in  the  same 
manner?  Not  because  he  or  his  services  are  necessary  to  God. 
To  Him,  who  can  do  these  things,  no  creature  can  be  necessary. 

Thegood  pleasure  of  God  is  the  only  cause  to  be  assigned  for  the 
sanctification,  perseverance,  and  salvation,  of  all  the  redeemed. 
Let  him.  that  glorieth,  therefore,  glory  in  the  Lord, 
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Let  every  sanctified  sinner  leel,  that  he  wsls  plucked,  as  a  brand, 
out  of  the  burning,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  consumed. 
Let  him  acknowledge  with  wonder  and  praise,  that  it  was  the  arm 
of  mercy  which  saved  him,  when  he  was  polluted  with  guilt ;  un- 
der the  curse  of  the  Divine  Law  ;  obnoxious  to  the  anger  of  God; 
an  outcast  from  the  virtuous  universe  ;  and  an  heir  of  the  endless 
suiferings  «of  perdition.  Let  him  remember  and  feel,  that  the 
Being,  by  whom  he  was  saved,  is  himself  perfectly  pure  and  holy  ; 
that  the  heavens  are  not  clean  in  his  sight,  and  that  his  angels  are 
charged  with  folly.  Let  him  feel,  that  this  great  and  awful  Being 
saw  nothing  in  his  moral  character,  which  he  could  approve  or 
love ;  nothing,  which  he  did  not  disapprove  and  hate  ;  that  with 
these  very  views  of  his  character  he  brought  him  out  of  darkness 
into  marvellous  light,  and  rescued  h'lm  from  Ihepower  of  Satan  un- 
to himself;  that  not  by  works  of  righteousness,  which  the  sinner 
had  done,  but  of  his  own  mere  mercy  he  saved  him  by  the  washing 
of  regeneration,  and  the  reneioing  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

6.  This  doctrine  teaches  us,  that  there  is  no  hope  of  escape  to  the 
wicked  on  account  of  their  worth  or  importance  ;  nor  because  they 
are  necessary  to  God;  nor  because  of  their  numbers. 

The  things,  which  have  been  already  said  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  the  former  positions,  furnish  abundant  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  this.  If  there  is  no  worth  nor  importance  in  the  char- 
acter of  a  sinner,  in  any  such  sense,  if  he  is  not  in  any  such 
sense  necessary  to  God,  as  to  furnish  a  reason  why  he  should 
be  sanctified ;  then  plainly  these  things  can  yield  him  no  hope 
of  escaping  from  that  punishment,  which  is  announced  in  the 
Scriptures  as  the  retribution  of  siimers.  To  every  sinner, 
whose  heart  revolts  at  this  declaration ;  as  not  improbably  the 
heart  of  every  sinner  in  this  house  does;  it  might  be  a  useful 
employment  to  survey  the  first  stone  which  he  finds  in  the 
street,  and  to  ask  within  himself:  "  Is  that  stone  of  any  impor- 
tance to  God?  But  that  stone  can  in  a  moment  be  changed  into 
just  such  an  one  as  I  am  ;  nay,  into  a  being  transcendently  more 
excellent  and  lovely.  I  can  see,  that  the  stone  is  an  object  of  no 
significance  in  the  Creation.  Were  it  annihilated,  the  universe 
would  suflTcr  no  loss.  God  sees,  that  I  am  equally  insignificant. 
But  the  stone  is  merelv  a  negative  object:  and  it  ha5  done  nei- 


SER.  VIL]  THE  SOVEREIGNTY  OF  GOD.  119 

thergood  nor  evil.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  odious  to  the  eye  of 
its  Maker.  I  have  done  only  evil  ;  and  am  therefore  only  odious. 
It  is  impossible  that  he,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquUy, 
and  who  cannot  look  upon  sin.  should  regard  me  without  abhor- 
rence. He  needs  not  the  stone.  As  little  does  he  need  me. 
The  stone  is  harmless  :  I  have  hitherio  been  a  nuisance  to  the 
universe  ;  a  blot  on  the  face  of  his  Creation  ;  a  smoke  in  his  nos- 
trils. Should  my  existence  be  continued,  and  with  my  present 
disposition  ;  I  should  continue  to  be  a  nuisance  to  his  creatures, 
and  an  offence  to  Him." 

"On  what  foundation,  then,  shall  I  build  even  a  hope  of  future 
good  ?  Shall  I  conclude,  that  because  he  has  given  me  hitherto 
innumerable  blessings,  he  will,  therefore,  continue  to  give  me 
more  ?  Can  I  believe  that  the  abdse  of  mercies  past  will,  to  the 
eye  of  God,  be  a  reason  for  bestowing  upon  me  future  mercies  ? 
Shall  1  plead  my  ingratitude  as  a  title  to  the  Divine  favour  ?  Shall 
I  allege  the  guiltiness  of  my  past  life,  and  the  worthlessness  of  my 
present  character,  as  a  recommendation  to  Him  who  has  been 
present  at  the  commission  of  all  my  sins,  and  the  omission  of  all 
my  duties?  Will  such  a  recommendation  avail  ?  If  not;  what 
is  to  become  of  me  ?  No,  "  I  will  arise,  and  go  to  my  Father,  and 
say  unto  him, '  Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  before 
thee;  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.'  "  I  will 
humbly  and  cheerfully  confess  my  polluted  character,  my  abso- 
lute unworthiness  of  his  favour,  my  desert  of  his  wrath  and  indig- 
nation in  time  and  in  eternity.  I  will  present  before  him  my  own 
miserable  condition,  and  my  infinite  need  of  his  mercy.  I  will 
urge  the  righteousness,  the  sufferings,  and  the  death,  of  his  beloved 
Son ;  the  atonement  which  he  hath  made  for  sin,  and  the  recon- 
ciliation which  he  hath  accomplished  for  all  returning  sinners.  I 
will  fly  to  the  compassion  of  a  forgiving  God.  I  will  supplicate 
the  renewing  influence  of  the  sanctifying  Spirit.  If  these  pleas  do 
not  avail ;    I  am  undone." 

"  But  I  will  not  despair.  The  Lord  is  gracious  and  merciful,  slow 
to  anger  and  of  great  kindness,  and  repenteth  him  of  evil.  Who 
knowethifhe  zoill  turn,  and  repent,  and  leave  a  blessing  behind  him  ? 
He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all, 
how  shall  he  not  with  him,  also,  freely  give  vs  all  things  ?     Christ 
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himself  says,  that  he  came  to  seek,  and  to  save,  that  which  was  lost ; 
and  that  he  came,  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners,  to  repent- 
ance. The  father  of  the  prodigal  bade  his  whole  family  rejoice, 
because  a  son,  who  had  been  dead,  was  alive  again,  and  after  hav- 
ing been  lost  to  him  and  his  family,  had  been  found  anew.  Nay. 
the  Redeemer  has  said,  "  There  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner, 
that  repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  Just  persons,  who 
need  no  repentance."  I  am  a  sinner.  I  may  be  of  the  number 
of  those,  who  are  called  to  repentance  by  the  Son  of  God.  I  am 
spiritually  dead:  I  may  be  made  alive  again.  1  have  long  been 
lost  to  the  virtuous  universe :  I  may  be  found.  The  joy  of 
heaven  may  be  renewed  over  the  repentance  even  of  such  an  one.  as 
I  am.  Author  of  all  mercies,  hast  thou  hut  one  blessing  P  bless 
wze,  even  me,  O  my  Father,'''^ 

Often  have  sinners  relied  for  future  safety  on  their  numbers; 
and  have  felt  as  if  God  would  not  condemn  and  punish  such 
a  vast  multitude.  No  opinion  can  be  more  unsafe,  or  in  its 
consequences  more  unhappy.  If  one  sinner  is  thus  insignificant, 
unnecessary,  and  useless  to  God  ;  all  others  sustain  exactly  the 
same  character.  If  one  sinner  is  thus  odious  and  guilty  ;  the 
guilt  and  the  odiousness  are  only  increased  by  increasing 
their  number.  Ifoneisa  nuisance  to  the  universe  ;  thousands 
are  only  a  proportionally  greater  nuisance.  What  reason,  then, 
can  their  multitude  furi.ish  to  their  Creator,  either  for  continuing 
them  in  existence,  or  for  delivering  them  from  the  punishment 
which  they  have  merited  ?  To  the  imagination  and  the  feelings, 
this  consideration  is  indeed  overwhelming  :  but  the  understanding 
is  compelled  to  the  conclusion,  which  has  here  been  made. 

Accordingly,  when  the  angels  rebelled,  the  sentence  against 
them  was  not  at  all  relaxed  on  account  of  their  multitude.  The 
deluge  overwhelmed  the  old  world  with  a  destruction  which  swept 
away  the  whole  human  race,  except  the  family  o{  Noah.  All  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cities  of  the  plain,  except  Lot  and  his  family, 
perished  in  the  storm  of  fre  and  brimstone  which  was  sent  to  re- 
ward their  wickedness.  Not  an  individual,  in  all  these  cases,  was 
at  all  the  more  safe,  nor  in  any  degree  less  severely  punished, 
because  he  was  accompanied  by  so  many  other  guilty  beings. 
^^'hy  should  we  expect  this  consideration  to  avail  any  more  for 
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our  safety,  than  for  the  safety  of  the  sinners,  who  in  these  several 
cases  were  utterly  destroyed  ? 

7.  This  doctrine  teaches  us,  that  Humility  is  the  true  wisdom,  in- 
terest, and  duty  of  man. 

If  we  are  thus  unnecessary  to  God  ;•  if  we  are  thus  insignificant ; 
thus  useless ;  thus  guilty ;  thus  odious :  of  what  should  we  be 
proud  ? 

"  Pride,"  says  the  Son  of  Sirach,  "  was  not  made  for  man." 
How  strongly  do  the  observations  which  have  been  made  in  this 
discourse,  support  this  interesting  declaration!  Of  what  shall 
we  be  proud  ?  Of  our  personal  worth  ?  Let  us  remember,  (for 
if  we  do  not,  God  will,)  that  we  are  sinners.  What  to  his  eye 
must  be  the  moral  worth  of  a  sinner  ?  What,  indeed,  is  that  of 
the  best  of  mankind  ?  Paul,  after  all  the  proofs,  which  he  re- 
ceived of  the  favour  of  God  ;  after  all  his  benevolent  and  won- 
derful labours ;  and  after  all  his  high  attainments  in  piety ;  pro- 
nounced himself,  while  writing  with  the  pen  of  Inspiration,  the 
chief  of  sinners,  David,  the  man  after  God^s  own  heart,  says  of 
himself,  "  1  am  a  worm,  and  no  man.  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity, 
and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me."  Of  Job,  God  said, 
''  There  was  none  like  hin^  in  the  earth  ;  a  perfect  and  an  upright 
man;  one  that  feared  God,  and  eschewed  evil."  This  perfect 
and  upright  man  said  to  his  Maker,  "  Behold  I  am  vile  ;  what 
shall  I  answer  thee?  I  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth.  I  ab- 
hor myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes."  Where  could  either 
of  these  men  have  found,  in  their  personal  character,  reasons  for 
indulging  pride?  The  real  worth  even  of  such  men  is  alloyed  by 
multiplied  sins  and  infirmities,  which  render  the  whole  composi- 
tion odious.  Accordingly,  it  is  declared,  that  if  God  shoidd  mark 
iniquity,  no  man  living  could  stand  before  him,  or  be  justified  in  his 
sight.  Plainly  therefore,  the  best  of  our  race  have  no  foundation 
on  which  pride  can  rest. 

Men  of  inferior  excellence  possess  fewer  and  feebler  virtues. 
Of  course,  pride  was  not  made  for  them.  Sinners  are  unpossess- 
ed even  of  these ;  and  not  even  a  single  white  spot  varies  the 
dark  and  cheerless  turpitude,  which  is  the  ground-work  of  their 
character.     Of  what  then  shall  they  be  proud  ?      Of  their  de- 

VOL.    I.  16 


]  22  THE  SOVEREIGNTY  OF  GOD.  [SER.  VU. 

formity,  their  guilt,  their  shame,  or  their  approaching  condem- 
nation ? 

But  neither  they,  nor  those  who  are  better  than  they,  have  any 
room  for  the  indulgence  of  pride.  He,  who  is  wise,  may  indeed 
be  profitable  to  himself:  But  who  can  be  profitable  to  God?  Of 
what  consequence  could  it  have  been  to  this  glorious  and  all  suf- 
ficient Being,  if  the  wisest  and  best  man,  who  ever  lived,  had  not 
been  created  ?  In  the  possession  of  all  his  endowments  and  ac- 
quisitions, and  after  all  his  most  faithful  and  useful  labouis  ;  even 
when  he  may  truly  say,  "  In  nothing  am  I  behind  the  very  chief- 
est  apostles  ;"  he  must  still  add,  "  I  am  nothing."  Even  when 
-Paul  is  the  planter,  and  Jlpollos  the  wnterer,  it  will  ever  be  true, 
that  neither  he  who planteth,  nor  he  zvho  watereth,  is  any  thing  ;  but 
God,  whogiveth  the  increase,  is  every  thing.  The  best  of  men,  the 
most  exalted  angel,  instead  of  having  claims  upon  his  Maker  for 
the  services  which  he  has  rendered,  is  only  the  more  indebted  to 
his  Maker,  the  greater  and  more  excellent  his  endowments  are, 
and  the  more  valuable  his  services.  God  only  brings  us  in  debt 
to  him  by  enabling  us  to  serve  him  ;  by  giving  us  a  disposition  to 
serve  him  ;  and  by  furnishing  us  with  opportunities  of  performing 
this  service.  This  debt  is  mightily  increased  by  his  acceptance 
of  our  services.  It  is  immeasurably  increased  by  the  fact,  that  he 
permits  those  who  were  once  rebels  and  outcasts,  to  return  to  his 
service  ;  and  qualifies  them  for  it  by  bestowing  on  them  anew,  in 
the  work  of  sanctification,  a  sincere  desire  to  be  employed  in  his 
service.  Sinners  think  the  service  of  God  a  task  ;  a  burthen, 
imposed  on  them  by  a  hard  Master,  and  a  kind  of  dire  necessity. 
No  opinion  can  be  more  false,  or  more  unhappy.  Instead  of  all 
this,  it  is  the  first  privilege,  the  highest  honour,  the  greatest  bless- 
ing, which  he  can  enjoy.  It  will  ever  be  true,  that  "  the  statutes 
of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart"  of  every  good  man ; 
that "  they  are  more  to  be  desired  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine 
gold  ;"  that  "  they  are  sweeter,  also,  than  honey,  and  the  honey- 
comb ;"  and  that  "  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward." 

Away,  then,  with  all  the  pride  and  vanity  of  the  human  heart ; 
especially  with  the  pride  and  vanity  of  our  own  hearts.  Away  with 
our  self-flattery,  our  self-justification,  and  our  self-ris;hteousness. 
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Christ,  although  he  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  no  rob- 
bery to  be  equal  with  God,  ytt  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant.  The  spirit,  which  he  here  ma- 
nifested, he  has  required  us  to  assume.  This  very  account  of  him 
is  introduced  by  St.  Paul  with  these  words,  "  Let  this  mind  be  in 
you,  which  was  also  in  Christ."  '•  Take  my  yoke  upon  you," 
says  the  Saviour  himself,  '•  and  learn  of  me ;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  of  heart."  In  the  world  of  sin,  pride  always  claims,  and 
not  unfrequently  receives,  a  kind  of  honour  from  the  miserable 
sinners,  by  whom  it  is  inhabited.  In  the  world  of  righteousness, 
humility  is  always  before  honour ;  and  a  qualification,  absolutely 
indispensable  to  secure  the  respect  of  the  virtuous  minds  by 
which  it  is  inhabited,  and  the  approbation  of  the  glorious  Being 
by  whom  it  is  governed. 

8.  Let  no  sinner  presume  upon  the  continuance  of  his  life  as  a 
reason  for  his  persisting  in  sin,  » 

For  what  reason  should  the  life  of  a  sinner  be  continued  ?  Is 
it  his  wisdom  ?  Is  it  his  worth  ?  Is  it  his  importance  to  the 
Divine  kingdom?  Is  it,  that  God  needs  his  services?  Is  it, 
that  he  renders  any  services  to  God?  Is  it,  that  he  labours 
to  be  a  blessing  to  the  universe  ?  How  obviously  must  all 
these  questions  be  answered  in  the  negative !  But  if  he  nei- 
ther pleases,  obeys,  nor  glorifies,  his  Maker ;  nor  does  good 
to  his  fellow-creatures ;  what  reason  can  he  possibly  allege, 
why  his  life  should  be  prolonged  ?  Were  he  annihilated  ;  or 
swept  into  the  pit  of  destruction  ;  the  universe,  instead  of  suffer- 
ing an  injury  or  experiencing  a  loss,  would,  so  far  as  we  are  able 
to  judge,  only  be  delivered  from  a  nuisance.  Even  were  the 
loss  real,  it  could  be  repaired,  and  more  than  repaired,  by  a  word. 
In  his  stead  might  rise  up  a  child  of  Abraham;  a  Paul;  an 
Angel. 

Can  even  the  sinner  infatuated  as  he  is,  can  any  sinner  in  this 
house,  seriously  believe,  that  God  will  be  induced  to  prolong  his 
life,  merely  to  give  him  additional  opportunities  of  persisting  in 
his  obstinacy  and  impiety,  his  ingratitude  and  rebellion  ?  Can 
He,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,  be  induced  to 
lengthen  out  the  days  of  an  apostate,  that  he  may  anew  disho- 
nour hi?  Maker ;  crucify  his  Redeemer  afresh  :  and  do  more  and 


124  'I'HE  SOVEREIGNTY  OF  GOD.  [SER.  VH. 

more  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?  Can  Jehovah  be  pleased  to 
hear  his  glorious  and  fearful  name  profaned  by  a  human  tongue  ? 
Can  He  look  with  a  smile  upon  reiterated  falsehood,  fraud,  and 
injustice,  practised  by  one  human  being  upon  another  ?  Can  the 
foul  retreats  of  gluttony,  drunkenness,  and  lewdness,  be  objects  of 
his  complacency  ?  Who  can  hesitate  to  believe,  that  He  will 
avenge  himself  of  such  adversaries  to  his  character,  law,  and  go- 
vernment ;  and  wipe  them  as  a  blot  out  of  His  Creation  ? 

But,  all  this  notwithstanding,  the  sinner  has  no  reason  to  des- 
pair of  the  mercy  of  God.  The  work  of  saving  them  that  wire  lost 
was  not  begun,  without  the  most  ample  view  of  its  wisdom  and 
propriety.  God  did  not  send  his  Son,  to  live  a  life  of  humilia- 
tion in  this  miserable  world,  and  to  die  the  accursed  death,  without 
counting  the  cost.  He  did  not  send  his  Spirit,  to  sanctify  the 
polluted  soul  of  man,  and  to  wash  the  rebel  in  tht  blood  which 
cleansethfr^m  all  sin,  without  being  perfectly  aware  of  the  whole 
nature  and  absolute  propriety  of  this  stupendous  transaction. 
Accordingly,  we  arc  told,  that  the  gfts.  and  calling,  of  God  are  with- 
out repentance.  From  the  Beginning  to  the  present  time  he  has 
gone  on  giving  his  reiiewing  and  purifying  iirace  to  just  such  sin- 
ners, and  calling  them  into  his  kingdom  ;  and  has  never  once  re- 
pented, that  he  began  the  work ;  nor  for  a  moment  intermitted 
its  continuance.  Turn  your  eyes  to  the  heavenly  world  ;  and 
you  will  there  find  millions  of  just  such  sinners  walking  in  the 
light  of  eternal  day.  There  you  will  find  David,  once  an  adul- 
terer and  a  murderer.  There  you  will  find  PauL  once  a  blas- 
phemer and  a  persecutor.  There  you  will  find  Peter,  who  denied 
his  Master,  and  perjured  himself.  There  you  will  find  an  end- 
less multitude  more,  whose  sins,  drawn  out  in  order  and  displayed 
in  their  proper  colours,  would  overwhelm  you  as  well  as  them  with 
amazement  and  horror.  But  they  are  washed ;  they  are  sancti- 
fied ^  they  are  justified ^  in  the  blood  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God. 

With  this  wonderful  object  before  him,  what  sinner  can  ra- 
tionally despair  of  the  divine  mercy  ?  What  sinner  will  not  be 
encouraged  to  forsake  his  sins,  and  to  hope  for  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance ?  Not  indeed  from  any  apprehensions  of  his  own  worth, 
his  importance  in  the  divine  kingdom,  or  any  need  which  he  may 
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suppose  God  has  of  him,  or  his  services;  but  from  mere  grace, 
from  the  overflowmg  mercy  and  goodness  of  his  Creator. 

With  this  subject  sinners  usually  begnt  wrong;  and  thence  both 
think  and  act,  in  a  manner  dangerously  erroneous.  Usually,  at 
least,  they  place  all  their  hopes  in  themselves ;  in  something, 
which  they  are  ;  something,  which  ihey  have  done  ;  or  something 
which  they  have  not  done  ;  their  importance  in  the  Divine  king- 
dom ;  some  goodness  of  character,  which  they  suppose  them- 
selves to  possess ;  or  their  freedom  from  sin,  existing  in  such  a 
degree  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  God  to  punish  them  hereafter. 
These,  to  say  the  least,  are  all  mistaken  and  unhappy  foundations 
on  which  to  rest  our  hopes  of  salvation.  The  true  ground  of  a 
sinner's  hope  is  not,  that  he  is  so  good,  or  in  so  small  a  degree 
wicked  ;  not  that  he  is  undeserving  of  punishment ;  but  that  God 
is  so  willing  to  forgive  his  sin.  On  this  fouudalion  he  may  safely 
build  his  hopes.  All  else  is  sand  :  this  is  a  rock  which  can  never 
be  moved. 

9.  This  doctrine  teaches  every  Chrislia)i  to  fed  and  acknowledge, 
that  both  his  character  and  his  hopes,  are  all  derived  from  the  Sove- 
reign Pliasure  of  G-jd, 

Look  into  your  hearts  and  lives,  my  Brethren ;  and  ask  your- 
selves whether  there  is,  or  ever  was,  any  thing  in  them,  which, 
even  in  your  own  opinion,  God  could  consider  as  a  reason  why 
he  should  sanctify  and  save  you.  Is  there,  has  there  ever  been, 
any  thing  in  your  character  or  your  conduct,  which  you  are  able 
to  allege  as  a  reason  why  God  should  receive  you  into  his  favour  ? 
When  you  take  a  retrospect  of  what  you  have  been,  or  what  you 
have  done  ;  do  you  find  any  thing  by  which  you  would  be  willing 
to  be  tried,  and  on  the  ground  of  which  you  would  be  willing  to 
have  your  allotments  fixed  for  eternity  ?  You  are  undoubtedly 
accustomed,  at  times,  to  examine  the  foundation  of  your  hopes. 
In  such  examinations,  on  what  have  you  reposed  yourselves  ?  Has 
it  been  your  own  righteousness  ;  or  has  it  been  the  merits  of  your 
Redeemer,  and  the  mercy  of  your  Creator  ? 

You  are  often  summoned  to  the  table  of  Christ.  Mark  the  won- 
ders which  it  presents  to  your  view.  Consider  who  He  was,  that 
is  here  commemorated  ;  what  he  did;  and  what  he  suffered.  Re- 
member, that  stones  of  the  street  might  have  been  in  your  place  ; 
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animated  with  living  souls  ;  changed  into  men,  better  than  your- 
selves ;  and  now  looking  forward  with  brighter  hopes  of  a  happy 
eternity. 

With  this  aflfecting  consideration  in  full  view,  let  each  of  you  ask 
himself,  "  Why  was  1  made  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God., 
and  live  ?  Why  was  I  not  a  Heathen,  an  Infidel,  an  Atheist  ? 
Why  was  I  not  cast  ofl'  forever  ?  Why  am  I  not  now  weeping  and 
wailing  in  the  blackness  of  darkness  and  suffering  the  vengeance 
of  eternal  fire?  Why  am  I  permitted  to  sing  the  praises  of  for- 
giving, redeeming,  and  sanctifying  love  1  Why  am  1  permitted 
to  rejoice  in  innumerable  blessings,  which  are  past ;  and  to  sup- 
plicate for  more,  and  greater  blessings,  yet  to  come  ?  Why  can 
I  look  forward  to  death,  the  grave,  and  the  Judgment,  not  only 
without  horror,  but  even  with  hope  ?  Why  am  I  able  on  the 
wings  of  faith  to  enter  eternity,  and  humbly  to  expect  as  my  un- 
changeable portion  there  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glo- 
ry .'"'  In  answer  to  all  these  questions  you  will  be  compelled 
to  exclaim,  "  Even  so.  Father  5  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy 
sight." 


SERMON   VIII 

GOD'S  WAYS  NOT  AS  OUR  WAYS. 


Isaiah  Iv.  8,  9. 

For   my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways 

my  ways,  saith  Jehovah. 
For  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways  higher 

than  your  ways  j  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts. 

Whenever  we  consider,  originally,  a  revelation  of  the  Will  of 
God  as  a  subject  of  investigation,  we  are,  perhaps  always,  prepared 
either  to  discover,  or  to  imagine,  difficulties,  attending  such  a  work. 
That  it  may  be  attended  with  difficulties,  is  universally  admitted; 
that  it  must  be,  is  to  my  own  mind  equally  evident.  Of  these  some 
will  owe  their  origin  to  our  disposition,  and  others  to  our  igno- 
rance. The  disposition  of  man  is  evidently  opposed  to  what  must 
he  the  will  of  so  perfect  and  glorious  a  being  as  God,  and 
to  the  duties  which  such  a  being  cannot  fail  to  require.  The 
actual  expressions  of  the  will  of  God  in  his  providence  are,  in 
multiplied  instances,  strenuously  opposed  by  our  race.  To 
question,  to  murmur,  and  to  rebel  against,  the  Divine  Govern- 
ment is  extensively,  as  well  as  plainly,  characteristical  of  man, 
and  clearly  congenial  to  the  human  heart.  A  revelation,  dis- 
closing to  us  further  accounts  of  the  divine  pleasure,  and  mak- 
ing it  more  distinctly  known,  must  accord  with  those  parts  of 
that  pleasure,  which  are  discovered  in  creation  and  providence. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  thing  of  course,  that  we  should 
be  prepared  to  find  fault  with  such  a  revelation.  Nay,  it  ought 
to  be  expected,  that  we  should  murmur  against  it  with  more  dis» 
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satisfaction,  and  oppose  it  with  more  hostility,  because  it  would 
more  distinctly  unfold  the  will  of  its  Author.  If  the  character  and 
pleasure  of  God,  when  seen  imperfectly,  awaken  dislike  ;  the 
same  things,  when  more  fully  seen,  must  awaken  greater  dislike 
in  the  same  mind. 

But  all  the  difficulties,  attending  such  a  work,  do  not  arise  from 
our  dispositions.  Not  a  small  number  of  them  are  derived  from 
our  ignorance.  The  works  of  God  are  filled  with  difficulties  of 
this  nature.  It  is  rationally  to  be  supposed,  that  such  a  revela- 
tion would,  in  greater  or  less  degrees,  be  fraught  with  them  also. 
When  things,  which  we  have  not  known  before,  are  revealed  to 
us  ;  the  revelation  necessarily  communicates  various  other  things, 
with  which  those  are  inseparably  connected.  The  things  reveal- 
ed are  naturally  attended  with  the  same  difficulties,  or  at  least 
with  a  part  of  them,  which  are  found  in  the  works  of  God  ;  and  the 
things,  conn©«ted  with  these,  and  necessarily  yet  imperfectly  dis- 
closed in  such  a  revelation,  must  involve  more  if  not  greater  dif- 
ficulties, from  the  imperfection  of  the  disclosure.  As  the  field  of 
knowledge  is  boundless ;  and  as  our  faculties  continue  the  same, 
whatever  the  revelation  may  be ;  our  perplexities  must  increase 
with  every  enlargement  of  its  discoveries.  Every  thing  revealed 
to  us,  must  of  course  disclose,  imperfectly^  many  with  which  it  is 
connected  :  and  our  perplexities  must  multiply  at  every  step  in 
the  progress  of  the  revelation. 

Accordant  with  this  account,  I  readily  acknowledge,  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  Scriptures  ;  the  professed  revelation  of  the  character,  and 
will,  of  God.  There  are  in  this  volume  many  things^  which  are 
hard  to  be  understood  ',  difficulties,  which  will  seem  such  to  a  mind 
well  disposed  ;  which  will  puzzle  all  readers,  and  leave  most  not 
unfre'iueritly  in  the  dark. 

To  show  that  these  things  are  no  objections  against  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  perplex  those  who  believe 
in  them,  or  hinder  the  faith  of  those  who  do  not,  is  the  design  of 
the  following  discourse.  It  is  my  intention  to  show,  that  these 
difficult  and  incomprehensible  things  are  things  of  course,  and  in 
the  nature  of  the  case  necessary  and  nnavoidoble.  Should  I  suc- 
ceed in  this  attempt ;  it  will  be  seen,  that  no  difficulty,  which  be- 
comes such  merely  because  we  cannot  unravel  it  or  comprehend 
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its  nature  and  connections,  ought  at  all  to  hinder  our  belief.' 
When  the  difficulty  arises  solely  out  of  the  complication  and 
greatness  of  the  subject,  and  the  comparative  littleness  of  our 
minds  ;  it  can  never  be  an  objection  against  the  doctrine  which  it 
is  supposed  to  embarrass.  If  this  be  not  admitted,  we  are  left 
without  any  means  of  obtaining  satisfaction  in  our  present  state. 
Nor  shall  we  be  less  at  a  loss,  at  every  period  of  our  existence. 
In  whatever  degree  our  faculties  may  hereafter  be  invigorated  or 
our  information  enlarged,  it  will  still  be  equally  true,  that  the 
ways  and  works  of  God  will,  throughout  eternity,  be  incompre- 
hensible by  our  minds.  Indeed,  a  little  thought  will  convince  us, 
that,  the  more  we  know,  the  more  we  shall  perceive  which  is  yet 
to  be  known.  All  this  will  to  us  be  mysterious.  The  objects, 
which  are  partially  understood,  will  ever  involve  mysteries  :  and, 
as  these  objects  are  multiplied,  mysteries  will  be  also  multiplied. 

The  thoughts  of  God.  mentioned  in  the  text,  naturally  denote  his 
Plans,  or  Counsels  ;  and  the  zt-a^f  of  God,  his  Counsels  carried  into 
execution  ;  or,  in  other  words,  his  Works,  both  of  creation  and  pro- 
vidence. These  in  the  text  are  said  to  be  higher  than  ours  as  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth:  i.  e.  they  are  immeasurably 
distant  from  ours,  and  incomprehensibly  more  exalted. 

With  these  explanations,  it  will  be  easily  seen,  that  the  text  de- 
clares the  following  doctrines. 

I.  That  thepurpose.s,  plans,  and  actions,  of  God,  are  exceedingly 
unlike  ours  ;  and, 

II.  Th  it  they  are  beyond  measure  more  noble,  and  excellent, 
than  ours. 

To  illustrate  these  doctrines,  and  to  derive  from  them  some 
practical  remarks,  will  be  the  combined  object  of  this  discourse. 

1st.  That  the  purposes,  plans,  and  actions,  of  God  are  exceed- 
ingly bnlike  ours  is  easily,  and  unanswerably,  evinced  by  a  com- 
parison of  the  character  of  God  with  that  of  ourselves. 

We  are  but  just  introduced  into  existence.  Our  powers  are 
feeble,  and  very  limited.  Our  knowledge  is  scarcely  begun  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  is  mingled  with  many  errors.  The  constitution, 
by  which  we  hold  our  present  life,  is  absolutely  dependent,  frkil, 
crushed  before  the  moth,  and  hastening  to  the  grave.  We  are  also 
sinful  creatures.     Our  disposition  is  plainly  opposed  to  the  will  of 
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our  Creator.  What  he  chooses  we  dislike  :  what  he  commands 
we  refuse.  His  conduct  we  arraign  :  and  against  his  government 
we  rebel. 

God,  on  the  contrary,  is  infinitely  great,  wise,  and  good.  All 
things  possible,  and  actual,  arc  perfectly  seen,  and  known,  by  his 
Omniscient  eye  :  all  actual  things  he  has  done  :  all  possible  things 
he  can  do.  His  moral  character  is  infinitely  perfect;  the  sum  of 
all  wisdom,  justice,  holiness,  goodness,  and  truth.  From  this 
character  are  derived  his  law  and  his  government  •,  both  perfect 
like  himself;  both  aiming  at  the  best  ends,  and  accomplishing 
them  in  the  best  manner;  both  requiring  the  best  conduct,  and 
claiming  for  their  Author  the  supreme  adoration,  confidence,  and 
love,  of  all  Intelligent  creatures. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add.  (hat  the  purposes,  plans,  and  ac- 
tions, of  beings,  so  totally  unlike,  must  dilfer  equally  with  their 
characters. 

2dly.  The  same  truth  is  evident,  also,  from  the  Nature,  and  the 
End,  of  the  purposes,  and  plans,  furmed  by  God,  compared  with 
those  of  men. 

The  plans  formed  by  ourselves,  are'  calculated  for  a  little  spot 
of  earth,  and  for  a  moment  of  time.  Those  of  the  Infinite  mind 
are  intended  to  reach  through  eternity,  and  immensity,  to  com- 
prise all  existence  ;  and  to  include  all  the  actions,  and  all  the 
destinies,  of  the  endless  multitude  of  creatures  which  he  has 
made.  The  consequences,  which  arise  out  of  them  are,  inmi- 
merable,  and  incomprehensible  to  any  mind,  beside  that  to  which 
they  owe  their  existence. 

Our  own  plans  respect  chiefly,  or  wholly,  ourselves,  and  a  few 
other  beings  around  us,  most  or  a. I  of  whom  are  our  contempo- 
raries, and  appear  and  vanish  together  with  ourselves.  Those  of 
God  respect,  immediately,  all  beings  which  have  existed,  or  will 
exist,  in  the  immense  of  duration.  The  purposes  of  God,  there- 
fore, are  great,  public,  and  disinterested  :  while  ours  are  httle,  in- 
significant, and  selfish. 

3dly.   The  same  truth  is  evident  also  from  Facts, 

In  the  first  place.  The  Creation,  so  far  as  it  is  known  to  us,  is 
exceedingly  different  from  zchat,  if  left  to  ourselves,  zee  should  hare 
contrived  9r  imagined. 
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That  this  world  is  in  many  respects  unsuited,  in  the  view  of 
mankind,  to  the  character  of  a  perfect  God  is  unanswerably  cer- 
tain from  the  fact,  that  the  present  state  of  things  in  it  has,  in 
many  ages  and  countries,  been  urged  as  supposed  proof,  that  it 
either  was  not  created  or  is  not  governed  by  such  a  being.  So 
great  have  the  difficulties,  arising  from  this  source,  appeared  to 
the  human  eye,  tJiat  some  of  our  race  have  denied  the  existence 
of  such  a  beitig.  Some  have  considered  the  God,  whom  they 
acknowledged,  as  limited  in  his  attributes.  Some  have  disbe- 
lieved the  creation  of  the  world  ;  and  some  have  asserted,  that 
God,  instead  of  governing  it,  has  left  it  to  itself;  and  permitted 
every  thing  which  it  contains  to  go  on  without  his  interference. 
For  all  these  opinions  a  primary  argument,  alleged,  has  been 
the.  unsuitableness  of  the  work  to  the  character  of  a  perfect  Agent. 
But.  if  it  appears  to  us  unsuited  to  such  a  character,  we  cer- 
tainly should  have  contrived,  if  left  to  ourselves,  a  world  of  a 
very  ditferent  nature. 

Every  man  accustomed  to  reflection  will  perceive,  if  he  at- 
tends to  his  own  thoughts,  that  he  is  employed,  no  small  part  of 
his  time,  in  wondering  that  things  aroimd  him  should  have  been 
such  as  they  actually  are.  He  will  also  perceive,  that  very  often 
he  not  onl)  wonders,  but  finds  fa. it  with  the  state  of  the  creation, 
and  that  in  many  particulars;  and  questions,  at  least,  whether  it 
wa?  proper  that  God  should  make  the  world  such  as  it  appears 
to  him. 

Three  parts. out  of  four  of  this  globe  are  ocean  ;  apparently 
useless,  and  lost.  Why  should  so  great  a  proportion  be  created 
seemingly  for  no  valuable  end?  Or,  if  there  be  such  an  end, 
why  should  it  not  appear  to  us,  the  only  beings  within  our  know- 
ledge to  whom  it  can  be  of  any  serious  importance  ? 

Of  the  remaining  fourth  a  large  proportion  is  either  a  region  of 
frost  and  ice,  or  a  collection  of  sterile  sanJs,  or  a  mass  of  rocky 
wastes,  or  a  diffusion  of  marshes  incapable  of  cultivation.  All 
the*e  are  uninhabitable  by  man  ;  and  seem  to  answer  no  purpose, 
worthy  of  a  perfect  God. 

A  great  part  of  the  productions  of  this  world,  also,  are,  appa- 
rently, either  useless  or  noxious.  Animals  in  great  numbers  are 
fierce,  wild,  and  disposed  only  to  prey  either  on  man.  or  on  other 
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animals  of  inferior  strength,  and  much  more  desirable  natures. 
Others  are  stupid,  sluggish,  and  fitted  merely  to  exist,  to  eat,  and 
to  die  ;  of  no  use  to  us,  and  of  little  to  themselves.  Others,  still, 
are  poisonous  ;  and  are  on!}  hostile  to  human  comfort,  and  to 
human  life.  Who  would  expect  from  the  hand  of  the  Creator  the 
tiger,  the  sloth,  the  rattlesnake,  and  the  scorpion  ?  Who  can  ex- 
plain the  existence  of  those  innumerable  insects,  which  infest  the 
air,  the  earth,  and  the  sea  ;  and  often  diminish  the  happiness,  de- 
stroy the  health,  and  cut  oti'  the  life,  of  mankind  ?  Why  were 
formed  those  loathsome  reptiles,  which  create  pain  by  their  very 
appearance,  and  by  their  actions  awaken  distress  and  horror  ? 
Why  are  the  regions  of  nature  peopled  by  those  millions  of  ani- 
maicula,  which,  while  they  add  nothing  when  alive  to  the  wel- 
fare of  man,  destroy  his  life  after  they  are  dead,  by  the  pestilen- 
tial exhalations  to  which  they  give  birth  ? 

In  the  vegetable  world,  mysteries,  and  the  perplexities  which 
grow  out  of  them,  are  exceedingly  increased,  both  in  number  and 
degree.  Productions  of  this,  class  are  wonderfully  numerous  in 
their  kinds  and  sorts.  Yet  how  few  of  them  have,  during  the 
long  continued  flight  of  ages,  been  discovered  to  possess  any  va- 
lue to  mankind.  How  many  of  them  are  apparently  useless  even 
to  animals?  H(»w  many  of  them  are  poisonous;  and,  so  far  as 
we  can  discern,  formed  to  no  end,  hut  to  destroy  either  comfort 
or  life.  Why  were  they  created?  Wiio  has  sufficient  know- 
ledge to  answer  this  question  ? 

Secondly.  The  works  of  Providence  are  still  more  strange^  and 
perplexing. 

The  most  perplexing  of  all  considerations  is  the  existence  of 
Moral  evil :  and  whether  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  immediately 
created,  or  permitted,  it  is  equally  inexplicable  by  2<s.  Had  we 
been  employed  in  forming  conceptions  concerning  a  scheme  of 
creation,  and  providence,  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Infinite  mind, 
we  should  have  certainly  expected,  that  such  a  mind  would  fill  a 
world  with  beings,  who  were  only  virtuous  and  happy.  All  these, 
also,  we  should  expect  to  be  equally  virtuous,  and  equally  happy. 
How  distant  from  this  scheme  is  that,  actually  presented  to  our 
view  ?  The  great  body  of  mankind  are  evidently  and  grossly 
sinful.     Few,  very  few,  seem  to  be  virtuous   at  all :  and  even 
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these  are  miserably  defective.  The  happiness,  enjoyed  by  man, 
is,  also,  in  a  manner  generally  similar,  contradictory  to  every 
expectation  which  we  should  have  naturally  and  originally 
formed. 

This  subject  will  be  better  realized  by  a  more  particular  exhi- 
bition. 1  observe,  therefore,  that  we  should  expect  all  men  to 
know,  worship^  and  obey,  the  true  God  only.  But  the  greater  part 
of  the  human  race  have,  in  every  age,  been  ignorant  not  only  of 
the  character,  but  even  of  the  existence,  of  the  true  God  ;  and 
have  neither  worshipped  nor  obeyed  him  at  all.  Heathenism  has 
evidently  predominated  throughout  this  globe  during  most  of  the 
ages  of  time;  and  its  inhabitants  have  prostrated  themselves  be- 
fore demojis,  men,  beasts,  birds,  reptiles,  insects,  vegetables,  and 
images  of  gold,  silver,  brass,  wood,  and  stone. 

We  certainly  should  look  for  an  universal  prevalence  of  Truth; 
both  as  the  object  of  belief  and  the  subject  of  declarations.  Er- 
ror has  however  been  believed,  and  falsehood  declared,  in  every 
age  and  country,  to  a  degree  amazing  and  portentous. 

In  a  world,  made  by  the  God  of  peace,  we  should  expectjoeace 
to  reign.  War.  on  the  contrary,  has  been  the  business,  the  plea- 
sure, and  the  sport,  of  mankind. 

Justice,  and  B  nt'volence,_  ought  plainly  to  be  the  controlling 
principles  of  ratioiial  and  immortal  beings.  But  Oppression  has 
in  this  world  been  the  greatest  source  of  misery,  and  the  most 
bitter  theme  of  complaint,  from  the  beginning.  Cruelty  and  In- 
justice have,  to  a  great  extent,  reigned  without  a  rival,  and  ravag- 
ed without  end. 

In  a  world,  formed  by  the  Source  and  the  Author  of  all  perfec- 
tion, we  should  naturally  suppose  that  health  and  plenty  must 
abound.  Famme  and  Disease  have,  however,  in  an  almost  un- 
limited degree  claimed  (he  present  world  as  their  own,  and  swept 
their  millions  lo  an  untimely  grave. 

In  a  world,  governed  by  the  Author  of  all  Excellence,  we  should 
exp<;ct  the  good  to  be  prosperous,  and  the  wicked,  if  any  wicked 
could  be  supposed  to  exist,  to  be  afflicted  and  unhappy.  How 
different  has  been  the  fact.  How  often  has  Xcro  been  on  the 
throne,  and  Polycarp  al  the  stake  ?  So  different  has  been  the 
actual  state  of  things,  that  even  Asaph  was  well  nigh  overthrown 
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by  the  sight  of  the  successful  lives,  and  quiet  deaths,  of  wicked 
men  in  his  own  time. 

Half  of  niankiutl  die  under  five  years  of  age.  For  what  pur- 
pose were  these  inuuineiable  millions  creaied  /  Where  is  the 
philosophy,  which  can  poiut  out  the  End,  accomplished  by  their 
epheincrai  existence  ? 

Such  is  a  suininaiy,  and  imperfect,  view  of  the  works  of  crea- 
tion and  providence,  on  the  mysterious  side,  in  suiveying  it, 
how  soon  and  how  absolutely  are  our  minds  lost?  At  the 
very  commencement  of  our  researches  we  enter  a  labyrinth,  to 
which  there  is  no  clue  ;  or  launch  upon  an  ocean,  without  a  bot- 
tom, without  a  pole-star,  and  without  a  shore. 

Still,  the  universe  is  the  work  of  God ;  and  it  is  governed  by 
the  same  God.  Of  these  great  truths  the  evidence  is  complete. 
The  heave  s  declare  the  glory  of  God.  and  the  firmament  shiwetk 
forth  his  handy-woik.  Uay  unto  day  utlenth  speech  concerning  him, 
by  which  his  presence,  character,  and  agency,  are  proved  beyond 
all  reasonable  debate  ;  and  night  unto  night  shiweth  knoviLdge  of 
him,  which  has  forced  itself  upon  the  human  n>ind  with  irresisti- 
ble conviction,  and  put  even  the  voluntary  blindness  of  Atheism 
to  shame  and  confusion.  The  heavens  above,  a  .d  the  earth  be- 
neath, Unite  their  voice  in  declaring  the  existence  and  the  glory  of 
their  Author.  The  sun  and  llu  numerous  worlds  which  form  the 
planetary  system,  in  their  appearance  and  their  forms,  their  dis- 
tances and  their  revolutions,  silently  indeed,  but  in  language 
which  cannot  be  misconstrued,  declare  themselves  to  be  the  work 
of  an  Infinite  hand.  In  this  world  the  mineral,  vegetable,  and 
animal,  kingdoms  make  the  same  declaration  concerning  them- 
selves in  the  same  decisive  manner.  A  single  vegetable,  or  a 
single  animal,  unfolds  a  combination  of  power  and  wisdom,  attribu- 
table to  no  mind  less  than  infinite.  The  human  body,  a  world  of 
wonders,  teaches  the  same  doctrine  with  evidence  which  cannot 
be  controverted.  No  siiill,  which  was  not  divine,  could  contrive; 
no  power,  not  unlimited,  could  con:>triict ;  a  machine,  so  com- 
plicated, so  mysterious,  furni>hed  with  such  astonishing  faculties, 
or  fitted  to  fulfil  such  amazing  ends. 

The  Eye^  itself  is  ample  proof  of /Ae  finger  ofi  God.  What  but 
Omniscience,  and  Omnipotence,  could  originate  life,  or  pour  it 
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incessantly  through  its  thousand  channels  ?  Who,  but  Jehovah, 
could  create  a  Mind ^  and  invest  it  with  the  antazing  powers  of 
thinking  and  choice  ;  enable  it  to  expand  its  views  into  eternity  5 
and  adorn  it  with  the  beauty  and  glory  of  virtue  ? 

In  the  Providential  kingdom  the  evidences  of  the  same  exalted 
agency  are  neither  less  numerous,  nor  less  satisfactory.  The 
visible  control  of  the  universe  is  a  work,  which  alike  demands 
and  displays  perfections,  incapable  of  limitation.  Both  the  means 
and  the  ends,  when  understood  by  us,  and  so  far  as  they  are  under- 
stood, are  on  the  one  hand  worthy  of  a  God,  and  on  the  other  are 
decisive  proofs  that  they  are  the  work  of  a  God.  The  divine  Wis- 
dom, like  all  other  wisdom,  is  manifested  in  the  sele'ction  of  valua- 
ble ends,  and  the  adoption  of  means  happily  suited  to  their  accom- 
plishment. Such  ends,  and  such  means,  are  visible  in  the  circuit 
of  the  seasons  ;  in  the  formation  of  food;  in  the  succession  of  day 
and  night ;  in  the  diffusion  of  light  and  warmth,  life  and  enjoyment, 
over  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  wisdom,  visible  in  these  things, 
admits  of  no  bounds.  The  mind,  by  which  these  were  contrived 
and  done,  and  done  uniformly,  with  absolute  ease,  in  all  places, 
towards  all  the  beings  interested  in  them,  and  without  any 
approximation  to  a  close ;  can  plainly  do  e\ery  thing  which  it 
pleases. 

Accordingly,  thinking  men  in  every  age  and  country,  astonished 
at  these  displays  of  transcendent  power  and  transcendent  skill, 
have  pronounced  them  to  be  the  works  of  a  God.  Nay,  the  Com- 
mon mind,  at  least  as  universally,  has  drawn  up  the  same  conclu- 
sion ;  and  found  the  footsteps  of  Omniscience  and  Omnipotence, 
wherever  it  has  turned  its  eye.  Could  we  look  through  the  uni- 
verse ;  could  we  understand  the  nature  and  design  of  the  in- 
numerable beings,  of  which  it  is  composed;  the  purposes,  which 
they  were  intended  to  accomplish;  and  their  adaptation  to  these 
purposes  ;  the  fitness  of  the  parts  to  the  places  which  they  occupy ; 
their  relation  to  each  other  and  to  the  whole  ;  and  the  glorious 
destination,  towards  which  they  are  all  making  a  silent  but  certain 
progress :  could  we  enter  that  eternal  world,  in  which  they  all 
"find  their  proper  use  and  consummation  :  there  cannot  be  a  ra- 
tional doubt,  that  we  should  be  equally  satisfied  of  the  universal 
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prevalence  ol'  the  same  wisdom  and  goodness,  throughout  every 
part  of  his  immense  and  eternal  kingdom. 

REMARKS. 

From  this  view  of  the  divine  agency,  and  the  works  which  it 
has  accomplished  both  in  creation  and  providence,  it  is  evident, 

1st.  That  we  ought,  on  the  most  rational  principles,  to  believe 
many  things,  which  we  can  neither  comprehend  nor  unravel. 

A  multitude  of  mankind,  styled  hy  themselves  philosophers, 
and  often  so  styled  by  others,  seem  to  have  resolved  that  they  will 
believe  nothing,  but  what  they  can  thoroughly  understand.  In  this 
determination,  also,  they  appear  to  glory  ;  as  being  honourable  to 
their  character,  and  a  proof  of  that  mental  independence  which 
mankind  are  so  ready  to  challenge  to  themselves,  and  of  which 
with  not  a  little  self-complacency  they  so  frequently  boast.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  that  this  scheme  of  thinking  is  very  grateful  to 
pride :  nor  can  it  any  more  be  questioned,  that  it  is  disgraceful 
to  our  character  as  rational  beings.  In  the  whole  list  of  those 
who  pretend  to  think  in  this  manner,  there  is  not,  there  never 
was,  a  single  individual,  whose  conduct  through  a  single  day,  or 
even  a  single  hour,  accorded  with  his  professions.  Every  such 
individual  believes,  continually,  a  multitude  of  things  which  he 
can  neither  comprehend  nor  unravel.  Not  one  of  them  can  go  a 
step  toward  explaining  how.  or  by  what  power,  he  thinks  at  all ; 
or  chooses,  or  speaks,  or  moves  ;  or  even  lives.  To  be  consistent 
with  himself,  therefore,  he  ought  to  believe  none  of  these  facts. 
Nor  ought  one  of  these  persons  to  eat,  because  he  cannot  conceive 
how  he  can  masticate,  or  diie«t,  his  food  ;  or  in  what  manner  it 
can  contribute  to  the  support  of  his  life.  No  more  ought  he  to  at- 
tempt to  speak  ;  nor  to  move  his  hands,  or  feet.  If  lie  would  act 
consistently  ;  he  would,  instead  of  making  such  attempts,  fix  him- 
self as  a  statue,  or  a  log,  wherever  he  miuht  happen  to  be;  and 
bid  adieu  to  every  exertion.  In  this  manner  he  would  at  least 
claim  the  praise  of  consistency  :  now  he  is  only  a  mass  of  self- 
contradictions.  Nothing  can  be  more  contemptible  or  ridiculous, 
than  professedly  to  adopt  this  scheme  of  thinking,  and  then,  instead 
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of  conforming  to  it  universally,  apply  it  only  to  subjects  of  religion, 
and  the  thoughts  and  ways  of  God. 

It  is  perfectly  evident  a  priori^  that  the  works  of  this  incompre- 
hensible Being  mu?t  perpetually  defy  the  investigation  of  such 
creatures  as  we  are.  A  mere  comparison  of  the  extent  of  these 
works  with  the  extent  of  our  minds  will  show  irresistibly,  that  the 
former  can  never  be  measured  by  the  latter.  A  small  part  of  them 
we  may  comprehend,  so  far  as  a  few  particulars,  relative  to  their 
manner  of  existence  and  their  relations,  are  concerned.  Of  the 
nature  of  substances,  whether  material  or  immaterial ;  the  nature 
of  causes,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  operate  ;  we  know  nothing. 
With  facts  we  may  be  extensively  acquainted,  and  with  the  rela- 
tions of  these  facts  ;  and  of  the  beings  by  whom  they  are  originat- 
ed, our  knowledge  may  be  considerable.  Of  the  attributes,  also, 
of  these  beings  we  have,  to  some  extent,  a  just  apprehension. 
Beyond  this  our  minds  are  not  formed  to  advance;  and  accord- 
ingly have  never  advanced. 

But  to  refuse  our  assent  to  the  existence  and  operations  of  such 
beings  as  are  presented  to  our  view,  were  the  refusal  in  our  power, 
would  be  to  determine  that  we  would  employ  none  of  our  facul- 
ties, nor  benefit  ourselves  by  them,  merely  because  they  are  not 
infinite.  An  archangel  might  with  exactly  the  same  propriety  act 
in  the  same  manner.  For,  vast  as  the  powers  of  such  a  being  are, 
they  approach  no  nearer  to  a  complete  comprehension  of  the 
Works  of  God  than  the  faculties  of  man.  To  enlarge  his  know- 
ledge of  them  will  be  his  employment  throughout  endless  ages : 
and,  the  more  he  knows,  the  more  he  will  perceive  which  is  yet 
to  be  known. 

2dly.  In  every  attempt  to  investigate  the  works  of  God  we  ought, 
originally,  to  expect  to  find  them  widely  different  from  our  precon- 
ceptions. 

We  ought  to  expect,  that  they  will  be  attended,  extensively, 
with  mysteries  ;  that  they  will  be  strange  ;  that  they  will  be  in- 
comprehensible ;  and  that  in  many  respects  they  will  contravene 
our  previous  opinions.  To  this  conclusion  we  are  irresistibly  led 
by  a  perfect  analogy.  All  the  works  of  God,  with  which  we  have 
hitherto  been  acquainted,  have  possessed  this  character :  have 
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eluded  our  utmost  research,  and  passed  beyond  the  limits  of  oux' 
comprehension.  There  cannot  be  a  rational  hope,  that  others, 
with  which  we  are  yet  to  become  acquainted,  will  appear  in 
any  other  manner.  They  are  all  works  of  the  same  God  ;  are 
effects  of  the  same  boundless  power  and  skill ;  and  must  therefore 
be  equally  removed  beyond  the  grasp  of  our  understandings. 
This,  then,  is  to  be  universally  presupposed ;  and,  instead  of 
awakening  disappointment,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  thing  of 
course. 

3dly.  When  we  find  any  works  of  God  to  possess  this  strange  and 
mysterious  character,  we  are  to  believe  them  not  the  less  accordant 
zoith  his  wisdom  and  goodness. 

Wherever  we  understand  even  in  a  moderate  degree  the  works 
of  God,  they  are  plainly  exhibitions  of  power  and  skill,  immeasura- 
bly superior  to  our  own,  and  of  a  benevolence  equally  transcend- 
ent. Analogy  here  also  perfect  compels  us,  if  we  would  act 
rationally,  to  admit  the  same  conclusion  here,  with  the  same 
imiversality,  as  in  the  former  case.  Not  a  reason  can  be  given, 
why  we  should  not  admit  the  unknown  works  of  God  to  be  equally 
worthy  of  his  character,  as  those  which  are  known.  Certainly 
such  a  reason  cannot  be  found  in  our  ignorance. 

4thly.  From  these  observations  the  Necessity  of  a  Revelation  is 
evident. 

In  the  thoughts  and  ways  of  God  are  involved  all  our  duty,  and 
all  our  interest.  Here  we  must  find,  if  we  ever  find,  the  direc- 
tions which  are  to  regulate  our  duty,  and  the  motives  by  which 
we  shall  be  influenced  to  perform  it.  Here  we  are  to  gain,  if  we 
ever  gain,  the  happiness  of  which  our  minds  are  capable  ;  and  to 
reach,  if  we  ever  reach,  the  destination  of  Intelligent  and  immor- 
tal beings.  But,  that  the  thoughts  and  ways  of  God  may  be  of 
any  use  to  us,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  know  them,  so 
far  at  least  as  to  perceive  in  them  these  directions  and  these  mo- 
tives :  that  they  may  regulate  and  influence  our  moral  conduct. 
Peculiarly  it  is  necessary,  it  is  indispensable,  that  we  learn  what 
is  the  End,  which  our  Creator  proposes  in  all  this  vast  apparatus 
spread  around  us  in  the  universe.  Voluntarily  to  coincide  with 
his  designs,  and  with  the  end  which  is  the  consummation  of  them 
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all,  and  to  devote  to  its  accomplishment  all  our  faculties  and  ef- 
forts, is  all  that  is  intended  by  the  word  Virtue  ;  all  that  will  be 
useful  to  us  ;  all  that  will  be  approved  by  God. 

But,  from  the  mysterious  nature  of  the  divine  works  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  these  observations,  it  is  evident  beyond  de- 
bate, that  by  such  an  examination,  as  we  are  able  to  make  of  the 
works  themselves,  neither  their  nature,  nor  the  end  for  which 
they  were  made,  can  be  understood  in  such  a  manner  as  to  fur- 
nish us  with  the  necessary  rules  to  guide  us,  or  the  motives  to  in- 
fluence us,  in  the  performance  of  our  duty.  In  vain  have  man- 
kind hitherto  attempted  to  find  these  mighty  objects  in  the  book 
of  Creation,  or/ the  book  of  Providence,  written  with  any  such 
explicitness  as  to  satisfy  the  conscience,  direct  the  worship,  guide 
the  moral  conduct,  or  unfold  with  sufficient  probability  the  future 
destiny,  of  the  soul.  The  uncertainty  and  the  obscurity  which 
have  ever  attended  these  subjects,  must  in  the  same  circum- 
stances attend  it  forever.  Superior  minds  to  those,  which  were 
possessed  by  some  of  the  heathen  philosophers,  cannot  be  ration- 
ally expected  to  exist ;  nor  superior  efforts  to  those  which  they 
made ;  nor  more  enlightened  views  than  those  which  they  form- 
ed ;  nor  juster  conclusions  than  those  which  they  drew.  Yet  how 
imperfect  were  their  views ;  how  false  were  their  conclusions  ! 
The  difficulty  lies  in  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  and  in  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed.  A  child  must  ever  learn  his 
duty  with  extreme  imperfection  and  extreme  difficulty,  if  he  were 
to  derive  it  solely  from  looking  on  the  fruits  of  his  father's  la- 
bours. How  much  would  he  need  a  direct  communication  of  his 
father's  pleasure,  in  order  to  learn  the  nature  of  that  conduct 
which  would  satisfy  his  demands.  But  men  know  less,  and  in  the 
same  manner  of  investigation  must  ever  know  less,  concerning  the 
pleasure  of  God,  than  a  child  may  know  concerning  the  pleasure 
of  his  parent. 

The  prime  difficulty  in  this  most  interesting  of  all  concerns, 
and  that  which  meets  us  at  the  threshold,  is  to  learn  whether 
God  is  reconcileable  1o  sinners;  and  if  this  be  possible,  to  learn 
further,  on  what  conditions,  and  by  what  means,  the  reconciha- 
tion  can  be  effected.  As  we  are  all  sinners  ;  these  inquiries  are 
equally  interesting  to  all.     But  on  these  subjects  the  works  of 
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creation  and  providence  return  ns  no  answer.  We  are  stopped, 
therefore,  at  the  corriinencement  of  our  inve.>«tigation  ;  and  com- 
pelled to  return  in  the  aiixiely  of  suspense  and  the  gloom  of  dis- 
appointment, to  'he  spot  whence  we  set  out. 

5thlj.  Should  a  book  proftssing  to  be  a  revelation,  extevsixe.ly 
contravene  our  preconceptions  of  what  a  revelation  ought  to  be  ,* 
such  a  fact  would  not  at  all  lessen  its  claims  to  this  character, 

A  revelation  must  of  course  be  a  work  of  God.  All  the  other 
works  of  God  are  of  such  a  nature,  as  plainly  to  contravene  our 
preconceptions.  This,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  clearly  shown 
to  be  their  general  character.  But,  if  all  other  works  of  God  are 
of  this  nature,  it  is  reasonably  supposed  that  a  revelation,  which 
is  a  work  of  the  same  Being,  should  possess  the  same  nature  also. 
Every  agent  works  like  himself:  and  whatever  he  does  must  be 
expected  to  have  imprinted  on  it  more  or  less  of  his  own  cha- 
racter. 

The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  profess  them- 
selves to  be  a  revelation  from  '^lod  ;  and  have  always  been  as- 
sailed with  a  multitude  of  objections,  because  they  have  in  many 
ways  not  answered  to  the  previous  opinions  of  mankind  ;  at  least, 
of  the  objectors  themselves.  But,  if  these  observations  are  just, 
every  objection  derived  from  this  source  is  iiromidliss. 

This  subject  deserves  to  be  examii  ed  with  some  particularity. 
I  therefore  observe,  that  the  mayiner  in  which  the  Scriptures  arc 
loritten  has  been  objected  to  their  authority  as  a  revelation.  They 
are  partly  historical :  and  the  history,  which  they  contain,  is  prin- 
cipally confined  to  a  single  nation  ;  and  extensively  to  individu- 
als of  that  nation.  That  nation  also  was  through  a  great  part  of 
its  national  existence,  and  has  been  ever  since,  distinguished  by 
being  generally  and  very  grossly  sinful :  while  not  a  small  num- 
ber of  the  individuals,  whose  actions  are  recorded,  sustained  a 
similar  character. 

Another  part  of  those  writings  consists  of  n  Code  of  laws  both 
civil  and  religious.  The  religious  laws  were  never  desiLned  for 
any  other  people,  and  have  long  since  been  abolished.  The  civil 
laws  were,  in  many  instances,  unsuited  (o  the  circunistance?  of 
any  other  people;  and  were,  therefore,  never  intended  to  regu- 
late their  affairs.  Hence  it  would  seem,  that,  thus  far,  both  were 
useless  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 
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Another  part  of  the  Scriptures  is  poetical.  There  are  those, 
who  regard  poetry  as  a  trifling  art ;  claiming  little  regard  from 
men  of  sense,  and  still  less  becoming  the  dignity  of  hispiration. 

Another  considerable  part  of  the  same  volume  is  made  up  of 
familiar  letters.  This  kind  of  writing  is  supposed  to  be  much  in- 
ferior in  gravity,  solemnity,  and  dignity,  to  a  formal,  didactic,  or 
'philosophical,  work  :  the  kind  of  writing,  which  the  objectors,  if  the 
subject  had  been  left  to  their  determination,  would  have  proba- 
bly preferred  to  every  other. 

Similar  objections  have  been  made  to  the  manner,  in  which 
certain  parts  of  the  Scriptures  are  written.  Particularly  the  Pro- 
phecies have  been  sometimes  censured,  because  they  are  too  ge- 
neral and  obscure  ^  and  sometimes,  because  they  are  too  particular 
and  explicit.  The  style,  in  the  view  of  some  individuals,  is  too 
simple;  in  the  view  of  others,  too  abrupt;  and,  in  the  view  of 
many,  too  devoid  of  art  and  elegance. 

Another  source  of  objections  to  the  Scriptures  is  found  in  their 
Doctrines.  Particularly,  multitudes  have  been  dissatisfied  with 
them  because  they  are  mysterious.  Of  this  class  are  those,  con- 
cerning the  Decrees  of  God  ;  the  Trinity  ;  the  Deity,  and  Hu- 
manity, of  Christ ;  the  Personality,  and  Agency,  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  the  Incarnation;  the  Atonement ;  the  Renovation  of  the 
human  soul ;  the  Resurrection  ;  and  the  endless  Punishment  of 
the  wicked.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  remark  how  nu- 
merous the  objections  against  these  have  been  ;  or  how  often  they 
have  been  repeated. 

The  Precepts  o{ the  Scriptures  have  not  been  less  censured; 
particularly  for  their  strictness,  their  extent,  their  unbending  na- 
ture, and  their  want  of  adaptation  to  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  man. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  many  answers  have  been  given  to  these 
objections,  and  that  more  migUt  be  given,  amply  sufficient  to  re- 
move them  out  of  the  way.  It  might  be  shown  with  no  great  dif- 
ficulty, that  the  manner  in  which  the  Scriptures  are  written,  is 
happier  than  any  which  it  has  been  propo>ed  to  substitute  for  it; 
that,  so  far  as  they  are  intelligible  to  us,  the  doctrines  accord  with 
truth,  and  the  precepts  with  righteousness  ;  and  that,  where  they 
are  mysterious,  there  is  nothing  in  them  which  violates  the  die- 
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tates  of  our  reason;  although  there  are  many  things  which  tran- 
scend the  hmits  of  our  investigation.  To  do  this,  however,  or 
any  part  of  it,  is  not  at  all  included  in  my  present  design.  I  am 
perfectly  willing,  for  my  present  purpose,  that  as  many  of  the 
things  specified  as  the  objectors  please,  shall  be  considered  as 
difficult,  mysterious  and  inexplicable. 

But  the  objectors  are  bound  to  remember,  and  if  possessed  of 
any  candour  must  willingly  remember, 

First,  That  a  Revelation  is  the  work  of  God.  As,  therefore,  all 
the  other  works  of  God  are  mysterious  and  inexplicable  ;  it  ought 
to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  a  Revelation  must  sustain  the  same 
character.  Should  I  be  a^ked,  Why,  if  it  is  thus  mysterious,  it  is 
called  a  Revelation,  since  to  reveal  is  to  discover  ;  the  answer  is 
at  hand.  It  does  actually  discover  innumerable  things,  before 
unknown  by  man  ;  explains  and  settles  innumerable  more,  which 
Avould  otherwise  have  been,  as  without  its  assistance  they  had 
ever  been,  obscure  iird  doubtful  ;  and  that  it  discloses  with  suf- 
ficient clearness /jaWs  of  many  other  subjects,  with  respect  to  each 
of  which  the  zo/io/e  is  necessarily  incomprehensible  by  us.  The 
parts  revealed  were  necessary  to  us ;  and  are  therefore  revealed  : 
while  that  which  is  unnecessary  is  withheld.  A  Revelation, 
formed  in  this  manner,  is  beyond  a  doubt  all  that  we  need.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Scriptures  have  been  found  perfectly  competent  to 
all  the  wants  of  mankind,  boih  as  a  rule  of  duty  and  as  a  guide  to 
eternal  life.  It  is  remarkable  that  plain  men  have  ever  found 
them  sufficiently  clear  and  comprehensive,  for  their  own  use  :  and 
none,  but  those  who  were  professedly  learned,  have  ever  been 
troubled  with  these  difficulties. 

Secondly,  A  Revelation  is  necessarily  an  account  of  the  thoughts 
and  ways  of  God,  which  we  every  where  see,  so  far  as  we  see  them 
at  all,  attended  with  many  mysteries,  incomprehensible,  and  inexpli- 
cable. If  then,  a  Revelation  is  to  be  a  true  and  just  account  of 
these  inexplicable  things  ;  it  must  of  course  and  to  a  considerable 
extent  be  mysterious.  The  very  things,  which  are  the  most 
plain  and  obvious,  are  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case  connected 
with  others  less  plain.  These,  again,  are  inseparable  from  others 
still  more  obscure  ;  and  these  with  others  still  more  remote  from 
our  investiijationi      Wherever,   therefore,  a   Revelation  should 
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stop  ;  such  an  one  I  mean  as  would  be  of  any  serious  importance 
to  us  ;  such  an  one  as  would  at  all  deserve  the  name  ;  it  must  ne- 
cessarily be  mysterious :  both  because  it  must  be  an  account  of 
the  character,  agency,  and  works,  of  God  ;  and  because,  from  the 
inseparable  connection  of  things  in  the  created  system,  a  disclo- 
sure of  the  plainest  must  involve  a  partial  disclosure  of  others 
eluding  our  research. 

Thirdly,  If  the  Scriptures  contained  nothing  mysterious ^  they 
would  want  one  proof  of  being  n  Revelation.  What  one  man  could 
completely  comprehend,  another,  for  aught  that  appears,  might 
have  devised.  The  very  mysteries,  objected  to  the  Scriptures, 
carry  with  them  decisive  evidence,  that  they  neither  were  nor 
could  be  invented  by  man. 

6thly.  Objections  against  a  Revelation  from  what,  it  is  suppos- 
ed,  God  ought  to  do,  are  destitute  of  weight,  as  well  as  of  decency. 

"  Who,"  saith  St.  Paul,  "  hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord, 
and  who  hath  been  his  counsellor  ?"  Let  me  vary  this  phrase- 
ology, and  ask  ;  Who  can  know  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  and  who 
can  be  his  counsellor  ?  Who  can  determine  what  ought  to  be 
done  by  a  Mind,  boundless  in  its  attributes ;  designing  and  acting 
for  immensity  and  eternity  ?  Who  can  tell  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  even  a  minute  part  of  what  he  has  done?  Who,  much 
more,  can  tell  or  even  remotely  conjecture,  what  he  ought  to  do? 

On  these  subjects  to  philosophize  is  folly  in  the  abstract.  They 
are  so  entirely  removed  beyond  our  reach,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  know  any  thing  which  can  be  of  any  value.  No  efforts  of 
the  most  capacious  human  mind  have,  hitherto,  been  able  even  to 
lay  hold  on  them.  Very  many  ingenious  men  have  employed 
themselves,  with  no  small  labour,  in  attempting  to  form  schemes 
of  creation  and  providence  ;  and  in  determining  what  was  proper, 
and  what  was  improper,  to  be  done  by  the  Ruler  of  all  things. 
Unsatisfied  with  that  which  is  disclosed  in  the  Bible,  they  have 
wished  to  substitute  a  plan  of  their  own  for  that  of  God.  By  this 
plan  they  have  not  only  chosen  to  interpret  the  designs,  for  which 
the  beings  and  events,  which  compose  the  great  system,  were 
formed ;  but  have  strenuously  insisted  that  their  fellow-men 
should  adopt  this  interpretation.  To  the  same  plan  they  have 
not  only  bent  their  own  creed;  but,  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  as- 
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surance,  have  required  the  Creator  to  conform  his  conduct. 
Wretched  philosophers !  Miserable  men !  How  much  more 
rationally^  and  justly,  would  the^  have  acted,  had  they  exclaimed 
with  a  man  incomparably  wiser  than  themselves,  "  Such  know- 
ledge is  too  wonderful  for  me  :  it  is  high  ;  I  cannot  attain  to  it." 
What  is  it,  that  we  attempt  to  comprehend,  and  explain  ?  The 
thoughts  and  works  of  an  Infinite  mind  :  plans,  filling  eternity 
and  immensity :  a  train  of  causes  and  etiects,  begun  here  and 
reaching  in  a  regular  chain  through  endless  duration  :  causes  and 
effects,  now  existing,  to  be  explained  by  consequences,  situated 
in  the  remote  regions  of  being.  Who  are  we,  that  thus  resolutely 
enter  upon  this  mighty  task  ?  Worms  of  the  dust.  When  were 
we  born?     Yesterday.     What  do  we  know  ?     Nothing. 


SERMON  IX. 


LIFE  AND  IMMORTALITY  BROUGHT  TO  LIGHT  BY 
THE    GOSPEL.     SERMON  I. 


*9%** 


2  Timothy  i.   10. 

But  is  now  made  manifest  by  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christy  who  hath  abolished  death,  and  hath  brought  life,  and  im^ 
mortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel. 

In  this  passage  of  Scripture,  Christ,  according  to  the  common 
translation,  is  said  to  have  abolished  death,  and  brought  life  and 
immortality   to  light,   through  the   Gospel.     The  word,  which  is 
rendered  hath  abolished  is  xaTa^y/jCavTos  ;  the  proper  meaning  of 
Avhich  is  to  render  vain  or  ineffectual,  i.  e.  to  deprive  a  thing  of  its 
efficacy.     The  word,  rendered  hath  brought  to  light,  is  (pungavTos, 
which  sigriifies  to  illuminate  ;  to  cast  a  strong  light  upon  ;  to  set, 
or  exhibit,  in  a  clear  light.     The  words  in  the  original  for  life  and 
immortality  are  ^wrjv  xai  a(pda^(ftav ;  life  and  incorruption.     The  life 
here   mentioned  is    unquestionably   the  life  beyond    the  grave. 
The    incorruption  is  an  attribute  of  that  life ;  and  may  refer, 
without  any  impropriety,  either  to  the  body,  or  the  mind,  of  him 
who  will  possess  it ;  or,   with  equal  propriety,  to  both.     In  He- 
brew phraseology,  life  and  incorruption  are  the  same  as  incorrupti- 
ble life<.     But  incorruption,  applied  to  this  subject,  is  the  same 
thing  with  immortality.     The   words  may,    of  course,  with  the 
strictest  propriety,  be  rendered  immortal  life.     I  would,  there- 
fore, translate  the  whole  verse  in  the  following  xxi^wnej: .t  And  is 
now  made  manifest  through,  or  by  means  of,  the  appearing  of  our 
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Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  rendered  death  ineffectual  and 
exhibited  immortul  life  in  a  clear,  strong  light  through,  or  by  means 
of,  the  Gospel.  Death  is  rendered  Mietfectual  by  tie  prevention  of 
its  dreadful  consequences^  the  su^Ierings,  destined  to  follow  it  in 
the  future  world.  Tliese  our  Saviour  has  eiiectuaily  prevented 
by  the  atonement,  winch  he  has  made  for  sin,  and  the  application 
of  its  blessings  to  all  those  who  believe  on  his  name.  Every  such 
believer  will  be  admitted,  notwithstanding  the  condemning  sen- 
tence of  the  divine  law,  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  immortal  life, 
mentioned  in  this  passage ;  and  the  efficacy  of  death  to  make 
him  miserable,  hereafter,  will  be  finally  taken  away. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  settle  the  meaning  of  the  text,  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  the  principal  doctrine 
Avhich  it  contains  ;  viz.  That  Christ  has,  in  the  Gospel,  clearly  and 
strongly  exhibited  to  mankind  a  future  immortal  life.  Tnis  doc- 
trine I  propose  to  illustrate  by  a  series  of  observations,  under  the 
three  following  heads : 

I.  Immortal  life  was  unknown  to  mankind  by  the  investigations  of 
Reason. 

II.  It  was  imperfectly  revealed  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures, 

III.  It  is  completely  revealed,  proved,  and  explained,  by  Christ  in 
the  Gospel. 

I.  Immortal  life  7vas  unknown  to  mankind  by  the  investigations 
nf  Reason. 

To  exhibit  my  own  views  concerning  what  is  intended  in  this 
declaration,  I  observe, 

1.  That  in  most  countries  the  common  people  have  believed 
the  soul  to  be  immortal,  and  to  be  nwarded,  or  punished,  beyond 
the  grave. 

It  is  unnecessary,  and  indeed  impossible,  for  me  to  recite,  here, 
the  various  opinions  of  mankii.d  concerning  this  subject.  Few 
persons  can  be  ignorant,  that  the  assertion  is  generally  true:  few, 
I  mean,  who  have  read  to  any  extent.  We  can  hardlj  take  up 
a  history  of  any  nation,  without  fiuding  this  doctrine  a  part  of  their 
creed.  The  Savages  of  ./^mfn'co,  Jlsia,  and  Africa,  have  held  it 
with  as  much  confidence,  and,  I  may  add,  with  as  much  rationali- 
ty, as  the  nations  w  ho  were  more  enlightened. 

In  a  few  countries  it  seerasjo  have  faded  out  of  the  belief,  as  it 
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has  gradually  been  lost  out  of  the  knowledge,  of  the  inhabitants : 
I  mean,  that  they  ceased  to  believe  a  future  state  of  existence, 
because  they  ceased  to  know,  that  there  was  any  such  doctrine. 
This  is  probably  true  of  the  Caffres,  bordering  on  the  country  of 
the  Hottentots;  of  the  people  who  inhabit  JVczo  Holland;  and 
perhaps  of  some  other  nations.  In  all  these  cases  the  Doctrine 
seems  to  have  been  lost,  through  a  general,  and  extreme,  ignor- 
ance and  degradation.  Wherever  the  doctrine  has  been  known, 
it  seems  regularly  to  have  been  admitted  by  the  people  at  large. 

2.  ft  has  also  been  admitted  by  some  Philosophers. 

Among  these  may  be  enumerated,  not,  however,  without  some 
imcertainty  respecting  several  of  them,  and  not  without  some 
qualifications  of  their  opinions,  Pherecydes,  Pythagoras,  Socrates, 
Plato,  Gicero,  and  Plutarch  ;  together  with  some  others.  Several, 
also,  of  the  Oriental  philosophers  held  the  same  doctrine ;  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  admitted  by  some  whole  sects,  or  perhaps 
more  properly,  by  a  considerable  number  of  individuals,  who  be- 
longed to  these  sects. 

3.  These  Philosophers  held  very  defective,  and  very  erroneous, 
opinions  concerning  this  doctrine. 

Pythagoras,  it  is  universally  known,  held  the  doctrine  of  trans- 
migration :  i.  e.  he  supposed,  that  the  soul,  when  it  left  one 
body,  passed  into  another;  and,  indifferently,  into  the  body  of  a 
man,  or  of  a  brute.  This  opinion,  according  to  Diodorus  Siculus, 
he  derived  from  the  Egyptians;  who  held,  that  the  soul,  after 
leaving  the  body,  passed  successively  through  the  body  of  one  ani- 
mal after  another,  in  a  circuit,  occupying  three  thousand  years  ; 
and  then  entered  again  into  a  human  body.  When  this  transmi- 
gration was  ended,  Pythagoras  taught,  that  the  soul  became  re- 
united to  the  Deity,  or  Universal  Soul ;  of  whom  he  supposed  it  to 
be  originally  a  part ;  having  been  only  separated,  or  lopped  off; 
retaining,  through  all  its  various  modes  of  existence,  its  primeval 
nature  •,  and  being,  therefore,  necessarily  immortal.  At  the 
same  time  he  held,  and,  to  be  consistent  with  himself,  mu!3t  have 
held,  that  all  animals  have  a  near  kindred  to  man,  and  are  of  a 
similar  kind. 

Socrates  says,  a  little  before  his  death,  "  I  hope  lam  now  going 
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to  good  men ;  though  this  I  would  not  take  upon  me  peremptorily 
to  assert.  But  I  would  certainly  affirm,  if  I  could  affirm  any  thing 
of  this  nature,  That  I  shall  go  to  the  gods.  I  am  in  good  hope, 
that  there  is  something  remaining  for  those,  that  are  dead  ;  and, 
as  it  has  been  said  in  ancient  times,  That  good  men  will  then  fare 
better  than  bad  ones."  Such  men,  as  had  diligently  studied 
wisdom  and  philosophy,  Socrates  believed,  would  go  to  the  gods, 
and  live  with  them  through  their  remaining  existence.  Of  other 
men,  who  were  not  philosophers,  but  who  were  just,  temperate,  and 
useful,  he  taught,  "  That  their  souls  would  go,  either  into  other  hu- 
man bodies,  or  into  the  bodies  of  such  animals,  as  were  mild,  and 
social ;  ants,  for  example,  and  bees ;  who  maintain  a  species  of 
order  and  government."  The  rest  of  mankind,  he  supposed, 
would  re-animate  the  bodies  of  grosser  animals,  whose  nature  was 
suited  to  their  own. 

Plato  held,  in  substance,  the  doctrines  of  his  master.  He 
seems,  however,  to  have  adopted  the  opinion,  that  rewards  would, 
hereafter,  probably  be  distributed  to  the  good  and  punishments  to 
the  evil.  He  also  held,  with  Pythagoras^  that  the  soul  was  a 
part  of  the  Divinity,  and   would  be  re-united  with  it  hereafter. 

Cicero  held  the  doctrine  of  a  future  existence;  and  frequently 
laboured  to  defend  it.  At  tinnes.  however,  he  expresses  himself 
doubtfully  on  the  subject ;  and  at  others,  directly  asserts  the  con- 
trary doctrine. 

The  same  inconsistency  is  predicable  oi  Epictetus, 

4.  The  Philosophers  supported  their  doctrines  on  this  svbject 
with  arguments,  which  were  unsatisfactory  even  to  themselves. 

This  Socraies  and  Cicero  directly  declare. 

Cicero  says  ;  and  it  will  be  admitted  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  all  the  arguments,  which  others  had  advanced  concerning 
this  doctrine  ;  That,  while  he  is  contemplating  the  subject,  and 
examinipg  the  arguments,  he  feels  satisfied,  that  the  doctrine  is 
true  ;  but,  that,  when  he  turns  his  thoughts  away,  the  whole  ap- 
pears to  be  a  dream. 

Socrates  expressly  styles  his  view  of  it  Jl  hope  ;  and  says  ex- 
pressly, that  he  will  not  take  upon  him  peremptorily  to  assert  it.  It 
ig  also  evident,  that  both  he,  and   Plato,  very  plainly  rested  for 
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much  of  the    belief,   which  they  had,  on  the  declarations  of  the 
Ancients,  which  had  conrie  down  to  them  by  tradition. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe,  that  no  arguments  can  be 
produced,  except  such  as  are  ridiculous, ^in  favour  of  ilie  scheme 
of  transmigration,  which  was  an  essential  part  of  the  future  exist- 
ence taught  by  Pythagoras^  and  borrowed  by  him,  most  probably, 
from  the  Brahminic  philosophy. 

These  imperfect  arguments  were  also  greatly  weakened  by 
the  doubts,  which  the  authors  of  ihem  frequently  expressed  ;  by 
the  very  various  opinions  concerning  the  subject  which  they  enter- 
tained ;  and  by  the  contradictory  opinions  and  arguments  of  other 
philosophers.  From  these  and  other  causes,  iheir  arguments  had 
so  little  influence  with  tlieir  countrymen,  that  they  scarcely  made 
any  converts  to  their  own  peculiar  doctrines. 

5.  Many  sects  of  Philosophers  denied  a  future  existence  alto- 
gether. 

Aristotle  says  expressly.  That  "  death  is  the  most  dreadful  of  all 
things,  because  it  is  the  end  of  our  being;  and  that  the  dead  ex- 
perience neither  good,  nor  evil."  Many  of  his  followers  held  the 
same  doctrine  ;  and  one  of  them,  Diccearchus,  wrote  a  book  to 
prove  that  the  soul  is  mortal. 

The  Stoicfi  seem  generally  to  have  held,  that  the  soul  survived 
the  body,  but  only  for  a  limited  period;  those  of  ignora  it  men, 
for  a  little  time  ;  and  those  of  the  wise,  to  the  general  conflagra- 
tion. 

Democritus  and  Epicurus  wholly  denied  a  future  existence;  as 
did  also  their  followers. 

The  Pyrrhonists  and  New  Academics,  acknowledged  nothing  as 
certain  ;  not  even  self-evHent  propositions. 

Confuciiis  the  celebrated  Chinese  philosopher,  did  not  admit  a 
future  state  ;  nor  does  such  a  state  appear  to  have  been  believed 
by  any  of  his  followers. 

This  extensive  denial  of  a  future  existence  among  so  many  of 
their  learned  men  ;  the  clashing  opinions  of  those,  who  admitted 
such  an  existence ;  and  the  clashing  argument:',  by  which  they 
severally  supported  their  own  doctrines;  produced,  as  we  should 
naturally  expect,  very  unfavourable  eifects  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  at  large.  In  this  manner  the  Athenians,  Romans,  and  Chinese, 
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all  of  whom,  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  appear  to  have  believed  a 
future  existence,  came,  in  the  end,  generally  to  disbelieve  it. 

The  whole  real  nifluence  of  philosoph}'  seems  to  have  been, 
therefore,  to  weaken,  not  to  establish,  this  doctrine.     Hence, 

6.  The  reception  of  the  doctrine,  so  far  as  it  extended,  was,  ill  all 
probability,  derived  from  Tradition.,  and  not  from  Philosophy. 

Among  the  common  people,  a  future  existence,  and  that  im- 
mortal, has  been  very  generally  admitted  throughout  the  world ; 
and  apparently  without  a  single  doubt.  It  will  not  be  believed, 
that  men  of  this  description  derived  their  opinions  from  philoso- 
phy. Besides,  this  doctrine  has  been  received  in  innumerable 
countries,  which  philosophy  never  reached  ;  and  in  ages,  long  be- 
fore the  existence  of  the'  most  ancient  sect  of  Philosophers.  We 
have  also  seen,  that  wherever  philosophy  prevailed,  its  decisions 
had  a  very  unfavourable  influence  on  the  belief  of  a  future  state, 
and,  to  a  great  extent,  exterminated  it  in  China,  Greece^  and 
Rome.  The  philosophy  of  most  sects  induced  them  to  deny  it: 
that  of  others  led  them  to  receive  it,  only  with  uncertainty  and 
doubt. 

Pherecydes,  the  master  o(  Pythagoras,  the  first  among  the  Greeks, 
who  wrote  of  nature  and  the  gods,  is  expressly  said,  by  Suidas,  to 
have  exercised  himself  in  the  hidden  books  of  the  Phcenicians,  and 
to  have  derived  from  them  his  wisdom  and  Theology. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  bolh  Xenophon  and  Herodotus  call- 
ed the  Jews  Syrians,  and  Phoenicians. 

Jamblicns,  in  his  life  of  Pythagoras,  informs  us,  that  that  phi- 
losopher made  a  voyage  to  Sidon,  where  he  conferred  with  the 
prophets,  who  were  successors  of  Moschus,  i.  e.  Moses,  the 
physiologist.  • 

Porphyry  declares,  that  Pythagoras  went  to  the  Arabians,  He- 
brews, and  Chaldeans. 

Jamblicus  says,  that  he  was  in  Judea,  and  dwelt  in  Mount  Carmel. 

Strabo  declares  the  same  thing ;  and  ^ays,  that  a  priest  showed 
Aim  the  walks  of  this  philosopher. 

Diogenes  Laertius  also  testifies,  that  he  visited  the  Hebrews. 

Clemens  Alexandrinus  asserts,  that  he  suffered  himself  to  be 
circumcised,  that  he  might  receive  instructions,  which  he  could 
not  otherwise  obtain. 
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Finally,  both  Clemens  Alexandrinus  and  Porphyry  testify,  that 
he  derived  the  most  excellent  parts  of  his  philosophy  from  Barbu' 
nans;  i.  e.  from  nations,  who  were  not  Grteks. 

Socrates,  as  I  have  already  observed,  declared,  just  before  his 
death,  that  he  had  good  hope  of  something  remaining  for  those 
that  are  dead  ;  'nd  that,  as  it  hud  been  said  uf  old,  the  good  would 
fare  much  better  than  the  bad.  Again,  in  his  Apology  to  his 
Judges  he  says,  "  There  is  much  ground  to  hope,  that  death  is 
profitable,  and  that  it  is  only  a  migration  of  the  soul  to  another 
place,  according  to  what  ive  are  told.^''  And  again,  "  If  the  things, 
that  are  told  us,  are  true,  that  death  is  a  migration  to  another 
place,  this  is  a  much  greater  good."  And  again,  "  Those  who 
live  there  are  happier  than  we,  and  are  immortal,  if  the  things, 
zohich  are  told  us,  are  true.'''*  From  these  declarations  it  is,  I  think, 
certain,  that  Socrates,  notwithstanding  his  arguments,  relied  ulti- 
mately on  tradition,  and  not  on  Philosophy,  to  support  his  doc- 
trine of  the  soul's  immortality. 

Plato  says,  in  his  Philebus,  "  The  tradition,  which  I  have  had 
concerning  the  unity  of  God,  his  essence,  perfections,  and  de- 
crees, was  from  the  ancients,  who  were  better  than  the  Greeks,'*'' 
This  Philosopher,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Diogenes  Laer- 
tius,  and  Quinctilian,  went  into  Egypt.  Cicero  -ays  the  same. 
Strabo  says,  he  continued  there  thirteen  years.  Cicero  sajs,  that 
the  purpose  of  his  journey  to  Egypt  was,  to  acquaint  himself  with 
the  celestial  speculations  of  the  Buibarians ;  and  St.  Ambrose, 
"  to  inform  himself  concerning  the  things  done,  and  written,  by 
Moses,  the  oracles  of  the  law,  and  the  sayings  of  the  prophets." 
Justin  Martyr  dec\a.res,  that  "  he  drew  many  things  from  the  He- 
brew rivulets ;  and  that  whatsoever  he  said  devoutly  of  God,  or 
his  worship,  he  stole  out  of  the  Hebrew  philosophy."  Clemens 
Alexandrinus  calls  him  a  Philosopher  of  the  Hebrews;  and  Mime- 
nius,  a  Pythagorean  philosopher,  a^ks,  "  What  is  Plato,  hut  Moses 
speaking  Greek?"*  Finally,  St.  Augustine  says,  that  he  learned 
the  Hebrew  language  while  he  was  in  Egypt. 

According  to  Pausanias,  he  derived  his  doctrine  of  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul  from  the  wise  men  of  Sais.  He  himself  says, 
"  The  surest  way  to  prove  the  immortality  of  the  soul  is  by  some 
divine  zuord.^^ 
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From  all  these  facts  it  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  unanswerably  evi- 
dent, that  these  Philosophers  were  entirely  indebted  to  tradi- 
tionary information  for  all  the  knowledge,  which  they  possessed, 
concerning  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  Accordingly,  this  doc- 
trine was  embraced  generally  by  such  among  them,  as  endeavour- 
ed to  collect  the  traditions  of  the  countries  around  them  :  while 
it  was  uniformly,  or  almost  uniformly  denied  by  those,  who  derived 
their  opinions  from  their  own  reason. 

7.  The  immortality,  which  was  actually  believed,  ioas  in  most 
respects  merely  fanciful,  and  incapable  of  being  received  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  sober  thought. 

The  general  doctrine,  concerning  a  future  existence,  was  this  : 
That  it  was  a  life  much  resembling  the  present,  where  similar 
pursuits  were  to  be  followed,  and  the  same  enjoyments  repeated. 
Thus,  the  Aborigines  of  this  country  expected,  in  their  future  hap- 
py world,  to  inhabit  a  pleasant  region,  where  game  abounded,  and 
might  be  easily  taken ;  where  they  were  to  be  safe  from  enemies, 
to  find  food  plentifully  supplied,  and  to  spend  their  time  in  ease 
and  sports. 

The  Greeks,  and  Romans,  had  generally  the  same  views  ;  com- 
municated, indeed,  with  more  skill  and  elegance,  but  formed, 
substantially,  of  the  same  materials.  Their  future  existence  was 
also  to  be  passed  in  eating  and  drinking,  wrestling,  horse  and 
chariot  races,  singing,  playing  upon  the  harp,  and  other  pursuits  of 
a  similar  kind.  In  all  this,  it  will  be  readily  admitted,  there  is 
nothing,  worthy  of  the  proper  dignity  of  a  rational  being ;  nothing, 
Avhich  can  excite  a  single  momentary  wish  in  the  mind  of  a  wise 
and  good  man,  that  his  being  may  be  protracted  after  death.  It 
must,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  both  Socrates  and  Plato 
formed  conceptions  on  this  subject,  of  a  nature  plainly  superior  to 
these.  Socrates  speaks  of  the  soul,  which  gives  itself  up  to  wis- 
dom and  philosophy,  "■  as  going,  at  death,  to  that,  which  is  like 
itself;  wise,  divine,  and  immortal ;  where  it  shall  be  happy  ;  de- 
liv(!red  from  error,  ignorance,  fear,  wild  desires,  and  other  evils 
incident  to  man  ;  and  live,  during  the  remainder  of  its  existence, 
with  the  gods."  He  also  says,  that  "  those  who  are  virtuous,  and 
are  purged  by  philosophy,  ascend  to  beautiful  habitations,  in  a 
purer  region  above  the  earth."     Plato  also  says,  that  "  the  enjoy- 
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ments,  which  reward  good  men  in  this  life,  are  nothing,  either  in 
number  or  degree,  to  those,  that  remain  for  them  after  death." 
I  have  already  remarked,  that  these  and  some  other  Philosophers 
derived  their  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  itself  from  tradition.  It 
will  easily  be  believed,  that  those,  who  communicated  the  tra- 
ditions to  them,  disclosed  also,  and  of  course,  these  general  ap> 
pendages  :  for  it  is  hardly  possible,  that  one  man  should  receive 
from  another  information  of  so  much  importance,  as  that  concern- 
ing a  future  state  of  existence,  and  not  inquire  whatkindof  a  state 
it  was  to  be  ;  or,  that  the  communication  itself  should  be  made, 
without  involving  some  of  those  circumstances,  which  would 
especially  constitute  its  importance. 

Should  this  reasonable  supposition  be  questioned ;  it  mus't  be 
admitted  by  an  objector,  that,  in  these  two  instances,  the  human 
mind  has  risen  above  its  usual  level ;  and  from  other  information 
which  it  had  previously  received,  has  struck  out  several  sublime 
truths,  of  which  we  find  scarcely  a  hint  in  the  opinions  of  any  other 
man. 

8.  At  the  present  time,  such  a  state,  independently  of  Revelation,  is 
felt  to  be  uncertain. 

Revelation  not  only  asserts  the  future  existence  of  immortal 
life,  but  explains  also  its  nature,  propriety,  and  importance,  in  a 
manner  remarkably  clear,  and  wonderfully  sublime.  Enlightened 
by  these  communications,  the  Reason  of  man  comprehends  this 
subject  with  views,  in  many  respects  totally  new,  and  far  more 
satisfactory  than  those,  which  could  be  formed  by  a  heathen. 
The  very  fact,  that  we  have  learned  from  Revelation  the  nature 
of  virtue;  its  worth  in  the  sight  of  God;  the  capacity  of  the  soul 
for  endless  improvement ;  the  existence  of  means,  by  which  it 
may  thus  improve ;  and  the  nature  of  those  rewards,  to  which  il 
is  destined  :  furnishes  us  with  incomparably  more  just  and  expand- 
ed apprehensions  concerning  a  future  state  of  being,  its  propriety 
and  probability,  than  we  could  otherwise  acquire.  What  is  still 
more  to  the  purpose,  we  have  learned  also  from  Revelation  the 
true  character  of  God ;  and  perceive,  that  his  power,  wisdom, 
and  goodness,  are  unhmited.  We  perceive,  that  he  has  formed 
the  Universe  to  be  an  immense  kingdom  of  virtue  and  happiness ; 
and  are  convinced,  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  nothing 
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is  too  great  or  too  good  for  him  to  do.  With  these  views  of  the 
character  and  designs  of  God,  we  much  more  readily  admit  the 
existence  of  such  a  state,  than  any  heathen  can  be  supposed  to 
have  done.  Such  gods  as  his  were,  contained,  in  their  character, 
no  decisive  principles,  on  which  he  could  build  any  assurance  of  a 
revival  beyond  the  grave  ;  or  any  such  circumstances  of  that 
existence,  as  might  render  it  plainly  desirable.  Of  virtue,  also, 
his  conceptions  were  indefinite  and  lame.  Still  more  imperfect 
must  have  been  his  apprehensions  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  such  virtue,  as  was  within  his  knowledge,  must  be  re- 
garded by  his  gods  ;  and  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  those  rewards, 
with  which  it  would  be  retributed  hereafter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  modern  astronomy  has  expanded  and 
ennobled  all  human  conceptions  of  the  Universe  itself.  With  our 
apprehensions  concerning  its  extent,  and  greatness,  and  import- 
ance, our  conceptions  concerning  the  dignity,  and  destiny,  of  its 
inhabitants  have  become  more  rational  and  exalted ;  and  we  are 
prepared  much  more  readily  to  admit,  that  they  may  be  designed 
for  immortal  existence. 

I  will  only  add,  that  the  question  concerning  this  interesting  sub- 
ect  has  been  so  often  discussed,  that  the  arguments  are  all  arrang- 
ed, and  in  a  sense  learned  by  heart,  by  every  student  of  metaphy- 
sical science.  Little  pains,  therefore,  are  necessary  to  summon 
them  all  up  to  view ;  and  to  see  and  feel  their  whole  import. 

But  with  all  these  advantages,  the  doctrine  of  a  future  being,  as 
soon  as  we  forsake  the  dictates  of  Revelation,  is  even  now 
questioned,  doubted,  and  denied.  Almost  every  Infidel  questions 
it ;  by  a  great  proportion  of  them  it  is  doubted  ;  by  many  of  them 
it  is  denied.  It  is  incredible,  that  this  should  be  the  fact,  if  any 
arguments  furnished  by  Reason,  clearly  established  the  point  in 
debate.  Infidels  certainly  would  very  readily  admit,  both  the 
point,  and  the  arguments  :  For  then  they  would  be  able  to  meet, 
much  more  successfully,  those  reasons,  which  have  hitherto  unan- 
swerably proved  the  necessity  of  Revelation. 

The  arguments,  suggested  by  reason  on  this  subject,  are  derived 
from  the  general  state  of  providence,  the  nature  of  man,  and  the 
iittributes  of  God.  All  these,  I  apprehend,  are  doubtful  sources  of 
proof  on  this  subject. 
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The  general  state  of  Providence  is  imperfectly  known  by  us. 
Without  Revelation,  it  seems  impossible  to  determine  what  are 
the  ends,  to  which  the  divine  government  in  this  world  is  directed. 
For  ought  that  we  can  tell,  these  ends  may  be  such  as  are  com- 
pletely answered  here.  It  will  be  difficult  to  show,  that  man  was 
not  created  for  purposes,  which  may  be  sufficiently  useful  to  the 
universe,  and  yet  be  accomplished  here.  Other  beings  wiser  and 
better  than  we,  who,  for  ought  that  appears,  may  extensively 
be  witnesses  of  our  conduct,  may  learn  from  us  such  important 
lessons  of  instruction  and  admonition,  as  may  amply  vindicate  the 
wisdom  of  God  in  our  creation ;  although  we  should  exist,  only 
during  the  present  life.  How  extensive,  how  enduring,  and  hoAv 
beneficial,  the  instructions  may  be  to  beings  of  a  superior  and 
virtuous  character,  which  may  be  derived  from  beholding  the 
endlessly  diversified  follies  and  crimes  of  men,  we  cannot  compre- 
hend. For  ought  that  appears,  they  may  be  effectual  means  of 
retaining  such  beings  in  their  allegiance,  virtue,  and  happiness, 
forever.  Nor  are  we  in  this  case  without  the  aid  of  analogy.  In- 
ferior creatures  appear  to  be  formed  for  our  use :  there  is  no 
proof  that  we  were  not  created  for  the  use  of  other  beings,  supe- 
rior to  ourselves. 

The  nature,  and/acuities,  of  man  are  commonly  urged  as  evi- 
dence of  a  future  state.  But  conclusions  from  this  source,  also, 
appear  to  be  doubtful.  The  soul  of  man  must,  I  think,  be  an 
uncompounded  substance ;  and  may  have  no  tendency  towards 
extinction.  But  its  continuance  must  evidently,  and  certainly, 
depend  upon  the  will  of  God;  and  what  that  will  is,  reason  can- 
not divine. 

The  soul  is  also  intelligent ;  and  is  capable  of  knowing,  loving, 
and  enjoying,  God.  But  man,  certainly,  is  not  naturally  dispos- 
ed to  do,  and,  independently  of  Revelation,  has  not  done,  either. 
For  what  reason,  then,  can  God  be  supposed  to  prolong  his  exist- 
ence in  another  state,  unless  to  punish  him.  Should  it  be  said, 
that  there  are  some  men,  to  whom  these  observations  are  not  ap- 
plicable ;  I  answer,  the  best  of  men  are  sinners.  There  is  no 
moral  truth,  more  indubitable  than  this.  But  sinners,  whether 
partially  or  wholly  sinful,  must  be  odious  in  the  eight  of  their 
Creator ;  and  neither  merit  any  thing,  unless  punishment,  from 
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his  hands,  iior  can  be  of  any  value  to  him.  No  exception  to  the 
general  conclusion  is,  therefore,  necessary  on  their  account. 

We  are  extremely  prone  to  feel,  that  the  race  of  man  is  too  im- 
portant, and  valuable,  to  be  yielded  up  to  annihilation.  But  we 
know,  although  the  heathen  did  not,  and  perhaps  could  not  know, 
that,  before  God,  all  nations  are  as  nothing,  and  are  counted  unto 
him  as  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  Mankind,  considered  as  ca- 
pable of  being  virtuous,  useful,  and  immortal,  are  capable  of  an 
importance  and  worth  which  no  tinite  mind  can  comprehend. 
But  they  are  evidently  not  disposed  to  be  either  virtuous  or  use- 
ful ;  and  are,  therefore,  so  far  from  being  valuable  in  the  sight  of 
their  Maker,  that  they  are  only  abominable  and  filthy  ;  hostile  to 
his  designs,  and  nuisances  to  his  kingdom.  Of  what  consequence 
can  such  creatures  as  we  are  be  to  Him,  who  is  able  of  the  stones 
to  raise  up  children  unto  Abraham  ;  and  who,  if  we  were  blotted 
out  of  existence,  could,  with  a  word,  call  into  existence  an  equal 
number  of  Angels  to  fill  our  places  ? 

From  the  attributes  of  God  no  conclusions  can  be  derived  to 
this  point,  whicli  will  be  attended  with  either  certainty,  or  satis- 
faction. It  is  said,  indeed,  that  God  is  infinitely  good  ;  and  can- 
not be  supposed,  therefore,  to  annihilate  his  rational  creatures. 
All  that  we  know  of  the  attribute'-  of  God,  independently  of  Re- 
velation, is  derived  ultimately  from  experience.  In  our  experi- 
ence, and  in  that  of  all  men,  we  find  no  proofs  of  such  goodness, 
as  can  furnish  us  with  an}  hope  of  his  future  favour  to  beings  of  a 
sinful  character.  Look  at  the  judgments,  with  which  He  has  ever 
visited  this  guilty  world.  Look  at  the  ravages  of  the  pestilence 
and  the  famine,  the  tempest,  the  earthcjuake,  and  the  volcano ! 
Mark  the  desolations  of  war,  and  the  miseries  spread  through  the 
world  by  the  rod  of  oppression  !  Consider  the  sorrows  entailed 
upon  mankind  by  toil,  want,  and  disease  !  Behold  death  reign- 
ing with  a  boundless  empire,  and  an  absolute  sway,  over  all  the 
race  of  Adam!  Go  (o  the  cradle;  and  see  the  infant,  that  has 
just  opened  its  eyes  upon  the  sun,  close  them  again  in  agonies  for- 
ever !  See  half  of  all,  who  are  born,  go,  before  they  have  com- 
pleted five  years  of  age.  to  the  tomb!  Tell  me  now  whether  He, 
who  does  these  things,  can  be  supposed  to  regard  mankind  with 
favour,  when  their  earthly  trial  is  terminated  ;  and  whether  we 
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are  not  compelled  to  expect  as  our  future  lot,  either  annihilation, 
or  such  sulferings  as  will  suitably  reward  our  rebellion  against 
our  Maker. 

But  could  we  from  sources  hitherto  unexplored,  or  by  argu- 
ments hitherto  unknown,  prove,  that  we  should  exist  hereafter, 
and  that  we  should  not  be  in  the  proper  sense  miserable ;  we 
should  be  equally  at  a  loss  for  arguments  to  evince,  or  reasons 
even  to  hope  for,  the  immortal  life  of  the  Scriptures.  This  is  a 
glorious  and  divine  immortality,  formed  of  knowledge  and  virtue, 
of  enjoyment  and  usefulness,  which  admit  neither  interruption 
nor  limit ;  an  immortality,  suited  to  the  exalted  nature  of  Angels, 
and  to  the  benevolence  of  Jehovah.  At  such  an  immortality 
Reason  never  glanced  her  eye.  Of  such  an  immortality  Hope 
never  dreamed,  even  in  her  mo?-t  ecstatic  visions.  The  heathen 
promised  themselves  all  the  future  good,  upon  which  Reason,  in 
her  fondest  indulgence  of  hope,  could  ever  count ;  and  an  Arabian 
waste  is  less  unlike  to  Paradise,  than  their  Elysium  to  heaven. 

II.  The  doctrine  of  immortal  life  was  imperfectly  revealed  in  the 
Jewish  Scriptures. 

Concerning  this  position  I  observe, 

1.   The  doctrine  was  actually  revealed  in  the  Scriptures. 

It  was  revealed  in  a  variety  o( doctrinal  declarations.  For  ex- 
ample :  When  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  Moses  in  a  burning 
bush,  he  said,  "  1  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Isaac, 
and  the  God  of  Jacob."  This  passage,  you  know,  our  Saviour 
alleges,  and  with  unanswerable  force,  as  proof  of  the  separate  ex- 
istence of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  by  consequence,  of 
others  also,  after  death.  God,  we  all  clearly  perceive,  is  not  the 
God  of  the  dead  ^  i.e.  as  the  word  is  here  used,  of  beings  who 
have  ceased  to  exist ;  but  of  beings  who  are  conscious,  and  of 
course  living.  Job  also  says,  "  Oh  that  my  words  were  now 
written  !  Oh,  that  they  were  printed  in  a  book  ;  that  they  were 
graven  with  an  iron  pen,  and  lead,  in  the  rock  forever!"  viz,  or 
namely,  as  Horseley  informs  us  the  particle,  which  is  rendered /or, 
ought  to  be  translated ;  •'  1  know,  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and 
that  he  shall  stand  at  ihe  latter  day  upon  the  earth :  and,  after  I 
shall  awake,  though  this  body  be  destroyed  yet  out  of  my  flesh 
shall  1  see  God."     "  Whom  I  shall  see  for  mvself;  and  mine  eve= 
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shall  behold,  and  not  another;  though  my  reins  be  consumed 
within  ine."  These  remarkable  words,  which  Job  so  naturally, 
and  earnestly,  wished  to  have  printed  in  a  book,  arid  graven  with 
.an  iron  pen  in  a  rock  forever,  are  an  extraordinary  disclosure  of  a 
future,  happy  existence.  Of  the  same  nature  are  those  declara- 
tions of  the  Psalmist:  "  I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me: 
because  He  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved.  There- 
fore my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth :  M)  flesh,  also, 
shall  rest  in  hope  :  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  Scheol. 
Thou  wilt  shew  me  the  path  of  life.  In  thy  presence  is  fulness  of 
joy;  and  at  thy  right  hand  are  pleasures  forevermore."  And 
again :  "  As  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness :  I 
shall  be  satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy  likeness."  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  multiply  quotations  of  this  nature  any  farther.  These 
passages  are,  perhaps,  the  most  explicit  of  those,  which  are  occu- 
pied by  this  subject. 

The  same  doctrine  is  also  taught,  in  the  Old  Testament,  by 
facts.  Oi  Abraham,  Ishmael,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Aaron,  and  Moses,  it  is 
said,  that  they  were  gathered  unto  their  people.  This  phrase  has 
been  frequently,  perhaps  commonly,  supposed  to  mean,  that  the 
persons  spoken  of  were  buned  with  their  kindred,  or  ancestors. 
The  supposition,  however,  is  plainly  erroneous.  Neither  Abraham^ 
Ishmad,  Aaron,  nor  Moses,  were  buried  with  any  of  their  kindred. 
Isaac  and  Jacob  were  buried  with  Abraham.  But  it  would  be  un- 
intelligible language  to  say,  that  they  were  buried  with  their  peo- 
ple. The  word  gathered,  in  these  passages,  denotes  being  convey- 
ed to  the  assembly  of  the  blessed.  In  this  manner  it  is  used  Job, 
xxvii.  19,  "  The  rich  man  shall  lie  down,  but  he  shall  not  be 
gathered ;"  in  Psalm  xxvi.  9,  ''  Gather  not  my  soul  with  sin- 
ners ;"  and  probably  in  several  other  places.  Of  these  persons, 
then,  it  is  directly  declared,  that  God  conveyed  them,  after 
death,  to  the  assembly  of  the  blessed. 

Of  Enoch  and  Elijah  it  h  also  declared,  that  (hey  did  not  die, 
but  were  translated,  while  living,  to  another  and  better  world. 

2.  The  doctrine  of  immortal  life  is,  nevertheless,  disclosed  im- 
perfectly, even  in  these  passages. 

VVc,  who  are  in  full  possession  of  the  New  Testament,  look  at 
Ibe  Old  with  eves  very  different  from  those,  by  which  it  was  seen 
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by  the  Jews,  Enlightened  concerning  this  subject  by  the  very 
numerous  and  explicit  declarations  of  the  Evangelical  writers, 
we  understand  many  passages,  probably  most,  much  more  clear- 
ly than  the  Jews  could  understand  them.  A  Jew,  reading  the 
passage  quoted  by  our  Saviour  from  the  third  chapter  of  Exodus, 
as  a  decisive  proof  of  a  future  state,  might,  neither  unnaturally, 
nor  improbably,  have  supposed  it  to  mean  thus  :  "  I  am  the  God, 
who  revealed  himself  to  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  who,  while 
they  were  living  in  this  world,  blessed  them  with  many  and  ex- 
traordinary blessings."  In  a  manner  not  very  dissimilar,  might 
glosses  be  put  upon  the  other  passages  which  I  have  quoted  in 
immediate  connection  with  this,  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  the 
meaning,  which  seems  to  us  so  clear,  much  less  obvious  and  cer- 
tain, than  it  now  seems,  and  in  the  end  doubtful  and  undecisive. 
Perhaps  few  of  us  would  have  thought  this  doctrine  alleged  by 
Christ,  in  the  passage  quoted,  had  we  not  found  it  thus  explained 
by  this  divine  Commentator. 

Of  the  declai'ations  concerning  Enoch  and  Elijah  it  might  be 
said,  not  unnaturally,  that  the  manner  of  their  exit  from  this 
world  was  a  dispensation  granted  to  them,  as  a  peculiar  favour, 
on  account  of  their  pre-eminent  piety.  It  might,  therefore,  be 
easily  concluded,  that,  although  they  existed  in  a  future  state  of 
being,  other  men,  who  were  consigned  to  the  grave  and  became 
the  prey  of  worms  and  corruption,  would  not  be  admitted  to  the 
same  existence. 

Probably  the  Sadducees  and  their  followers,  who  constituted  a 
considerable  part  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  were  often  men  of 
high  distinction  for  their  understanding,  construed  these  and  other 
similar  passages  of  the  Old  Testament,  in  a  manner  not  very 
unlike  that  which  I  have  suggested.  However  this  may  have 
been,  we  know,  that  all  these  Jews,  although  universally  acknow- 
ledging the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  to  be  the  Word  of 
God,  absolutely  denied,  that  they  contained  any  evidence  of  a 
future  state.  It  must  undoubtedly  be  conceded,  that  such  a  fact 
would  have  been  impossible,  had  the  doctrine  of  immortal  life 
been  clearly  contained  in  this  part  of  divine  Revelation. 

On  the  same  grounds  the  celebrated  Doctor   Warburton  ha= 
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supposed,  and  laboriously  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  a  future  state  is  not  contained  in  the  Old  Testament. 
Had  the  revelation  of  this  doctrine  been  as  explicit  in  the 
Jewish,  as  in  the  Christian  Scriptures,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say, 
this  learned  divine  would  never  have  even  thought  of  such  an 
opinion. 

From  these  facts  it  must  undoubtedly  be  conceded,  that  the 
disclosures  concerning  the  future  existence  of  mankind,  made  in 
the  Old  Testament,  were  so  far  obscure  and  imperfect,  as  abun- 
dantly to  vindicate  the  declaration  of  the  text. 


SERMON  X. 

LIFE  AND  IMMORTALITY  BROUGHT  TO  LIGHT  BY 
THE  GOSPEL.     SERMON  II. 

1  Timothy  i.  10. 

hut  is  now  made  manifest  by  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  abolished  death,  and  hath  brought  life  and  im- 
mortality to  light  through  the  Gospel, 

From  this  passage  of  Scripture,  after  having  endeavoured  to 
settle  the  meaning  of  its  terms,  I  asserted  the  following  Doctrine  : 

That  Christ  has,  through  the  Gospel,  clearly,  and  strongly,  ex- 
hibited to  mankind,  in  a  manner  unknown  before,  a  future,  immortal 
Life. 

This  Doctrine  I  proposed  to  illustrate  by  a  series  of  observa- 
tions, under  these  three  heads  : 

I.  Immortal  hfe  was  unknown  to  mankind  by  the  investigations  of 
Reason. 

II.  It  was  imperfectly  revealed  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures. 

III.  It  is  completely  revealed,  proved,  and  explained,  by  Christy 
in  the  Gospel, 

Under  the  first  of  these  heads  I  observed, 

1.  That  in  most  countries  the  common  people  have  believed  the 
soul  to  be  immortal ;  and  to  be  rewarded,  or  punished,  beyond  ths 
grave. 

2.  That  this  doctrine  has  also  been  admitted  by  some  Philoso- 
phers. 

3.  That  these  Philosophers  held  very  defective  and  very  erroneous 
opinions,  concerning  this  Doctrine. 

Under  this  head  I  particularly  recited  the  opinions  of  Pythago- 
ras, Plato,  Socrates,  and  Cicero, 
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4.  That  these  Philosophers  supported  their  opinions  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  arguments,  zchich  were  unsatisfactory  even  to  themselves. 

5.  That  many  sects  of  Philosophers  denied  a  future  existence  al- 
together. 

Of  these  I  mentioned  Aristotle,  and  many  of  his  followers  ;  the 
Stoics,  Democritus,  and  Epicurus,  and  their  followers  :  the  Pyrrhon- 
ists  ;  the  New  Academics  ;  Confucilis  the  Chinese  Philosopher,  and 
his  followers. 

6.  That  the  reception  of  the  Doctrine,  so  far  as  it  extended,  was, 
in  all  probability,  derived  from  tradition,  and  not  from  Philosophy. 

7.  That  the  immortality,  which  was  actually  believed,  was,  in  most 
respects,  merely  fancifid,  and  incapable  of  being  received  in  the 
exercise  of  sober  thought. 

8.  That  at  the  present  time  such  a  state,  independently  of  Revela- 
tion, is  felt  to  be  uncertain. 

Under  the  second  general  head,  viz.  That  the  Doctrine  ofini- 
I aortal  life  zvas  imperfectly  revealed  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  I  ob- 
served, 

1st.   That  this  Doctrine  was  actually  revealed  in  these  Scriptures, 

In  support  of  this  assertion  I  quoted  several  passages  from  the 
Old  Testament,  in  which  I  supposed  it  to  be  as  decisively,  and 
probably  more  decisively,  exhibited,  than  in  any  other.  Yet  I 
observed, 

2dly.  And  endeavoured  to  prove,  that,  even  in  these  passages,  it 
is  imperfectly  disclosed. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  third  general 
he"ad  of  discourse,  proposed  at  that  time ;  viz.  That  immortal 
life  is  completely  revealed,  proved,  and  explained,  by  Christ,  in 
the  Gospel. 

On  this  subject  I  observe. 

1.  This  Doctrine  is  declared,  without  any  obscurity,  in  a  midli- 
tude  of  passages,  which  cannot  be  denied,  misinterpreted,  nor  mis- 
understood. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  discourse  I  considered,  summarily,  the 
principal  sources  of  argumentation  on  this  subject,  which  have 
been  discovered  by  reason  ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  showed  that 
they  can  give  rise  to  none  but  doubtful  conclusions.  This,  plain- 
ly, has  been  the  decision  of  all  classes  of  men ;  as  well  of  those 
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who  have  believed,  as  of  those  who  have  denied,  the  Doctrine. 
Among  the  heathen  Philosophers,  Socrates,  Plato,  and  Cicero,  may 
be  fairly  mentioned,  as  having  reached  the  highest  point  of  discove- 
ry ever  gained  by  the  ancient  Philosophy ;  and  these  three  great 
men  have  clearly  pronounced  their  arguments  to  be  uncertain. 
The  two  former  obviously  placed  more  reliance  on  the  traditiona- 
ry accounts,  from  which  they  derived  their  knowledge  of  the  Doc- 
trine, than  upon  their  own  arguments. 

With  respect  to  modern  times  it  is  unquestionably  true,  that 
almost  all  thinking  men  have  regarded  arguments  derived  from 
these  sources,  as  amounting  to  no  more,  at  the  best,  than  probable 
evidence.  Among  Deists,  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  may  per- 
haps have  been  an  exception.  This  nobleman  annoimces  to  us 
the  Doctrine  of  future  rewards  and  punishments,  as  an  innate 
principle  of  the  human  mind  ;  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  consider- 
ed as  believing  it  to  be  certain.  In  this,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  he  is  alone,  among  those  who  have  denied  the  Revela- 
tion of  the  Scriptures. 

Among  Christians,  I  know  of  but  one,*  who  has  regarded  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul  as  susceptible  of  demonstration.  Should  we 
believe  with  this  ingenious  writer,  that  the  soul,  metaphysi- 
cally considered,  is  so  formed,  as  naturally  to  be  immortal ;  we 
must  still  acknowledge,  because  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  its  exist- 
ence may  terminate  at  death,  or  at  any  other  supposable  period. 
Whatever  has  been  created  can  certainly  be  annihilated  by  the 
power,  which  created  it.  The  continuance  of  the  soul  must, 
therefore,  depend  absolutely  on  the  Will  of  God.  But  that  will 
can  never  be  known  by  creatures,  unless  he  is  pleased  to  disclose 
it.  Without  Revelation,  therefore,  the  immortality  of  the  soul 
must  be  entirely  uncertain. 

Of  a  totally  different  nature  from  all  these  things  is  the  evidence 
of  the  Doctrine,  furnished  by  Scriptural  declarations.  They  are 
declarations  of  the  will  of  God  concerning  our  future  destiny, 
made  by  himself;  the  Being,  who  certainly  knows  what  he  has 
determined,  and  has  here  communicated  his  determination. 

The  Gospel,  which  contains  these  declarations,  unfolds  also,  in 

*  P.  Drew. 
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the  most  perfect  manner,  His  character ;  and  teaches  us,  irresisti- 
bly, that  He  is  able  to  accomplish  all  things  which  he  pleases  ;  that 
He  has  formed  the  soul  for  immortality  ;  ha?  promised  to  invest  it 
with  immortal  life  ;  and  is  unchangeably  faiihfui  to  execute  all  his 
promises.  The  Gospel  teaches  us,  also,  that  Christ,  who  has 
made,  mediately  or  immediately,  all  these  declarations,  knows  the 
will  and  designs  of  God;  is  in  the  bosom  of  tht  Father^  came  to 
our  world  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  life  and  immortality  to  light ; 
evinced  in  an  unanswerable  manner  the  divinity  of  his  mission  j 
and,  therefore,  has  certainly  told  us  the  truth. 

That  these  declarations  are  too  explicit  to  be  denied  ormistaken, 
will  not  be  questioned.  Should  a  single  doubt  concerning  their 
import  exist  in  anv  person,  lei  him  read,  even  with  moderate  at- 
tention, the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  ; 
and  it  will  exist  no  more. 

2dly.  The  Nature  of  the  immortal  life,  which  is  announced,  is 
also  abundantly  disclosed. 

This  is  a  subject,  about  which  Reason  can  form  no  conclusions, 
except   such  as  are  merely  conjectural.     That  God  is  merciful 
may,  I  apprehend,  be  determined,  at  least  by  minds  enlightened 
by  Revelation,  with  evidence  which  is  sufiicient.  and  which,  yet, 
is  not  derived  from  the  Scriptures.     But  no  arguments,  beside 
those  which  are  found  in  the  Scriptures,  will  prove  that  his  mercy 
can  be  extended  to  such  beings  as  ourselves.  The  only  facts,  which 
seem  to  give  even  a  hope  that  the  Divine  favour  may  hereafter 
be  extended  to  any  of  our  race,  are  these  :  Mankind  are  continued 
in  the  world;  and  many  blessings  are  regularl)  furnished  to  them. 
These  are,  not  unnaturally,  indications,  that  God  has  not  finally  cast 
off  the  whole  family  of  Adam.     Yet  Reason  cannot  possibly  deter- 
mine whether  any  human    being  will  be  happy  in  a  future  world. 
Ifthis  great  point  were  decided,  I  ask.  when  will  that  happiness 
commence  ?     Where  will  it  be  found  ?     In  what  degree  will  it  be 
enjoyed  1     Will  it   be  mixed,   or  unmixed  ?     How   long   will  it 
continue?     On  whom  will  it  be  bestowed  ?     To  these  questions, 
Revelation  apart,   no  child  of  Adam  can  return  an  answer.     To 
the   world   where  that   happiness  is    found,    no    inhabitant    of 
earth  has   ever  gone.     From  that   world  no    being  has   visited 
<his  melancholy  region  of  sin  and  sorrow.     Tidings,  concerning 
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the  persons  who  dwell,  arid  the  things  which  are  done  or  enjoyed,ia 
that  supposed  Paradise,  have  never  been  rehearsed  below  the  sun. 
Bui  Christ  has  answered  all  these  momentous  inquiries.  He 
came  from  the  real  world,  where  happmess  dwells  forever.  He 
has  aiKiounced  tke  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  that  every  repenting, 
returning  chiid  of  Adam  shall  heieafter  be  happy.  He  has  told 
us,  that  the  time,  al  which  il  will  commence,  is  that  of  our  depar- 
ture. The  place  is  Heaven  ;  the  degree,  unlimited  ;  the  nature, 
perfect ;  and  the  duration,  endless. 

With  the  same  precision  are  we  taught  the  manner,  in  which 
the  happiness  will  be  enjoyed.  The  spirit  of  e\/ery  just  ma7i  will, 
we  are  informed,  be  made  perftct.  His  sins  and  follies,  the  garb 
of  rags  and  shame  which  he  wore,  while  a  wanderer  here,  will  be 
stripped  oti" and  left  behiiid,  when  he  commences  his  journey  to 
his  Father's  house.  All  his  worldly  affections,  all  his  earthly  views, 
will  be  buried  in  the  grave.  The  soul,  escaping-from  its  prison 
and  bursting  its  chains,  will  enter  eternity,  possessed  of  the  glori- 
ous liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  ;  and  will  stretch  its  wings  for  a 
vigorous  flight  to  the  celestial  Paradise.  Here  it  will  be  found  to 
have  been  a  humble,  faithful  follower  of  the  Lamb  ;  to  have  been 
washed  in  his  blood ;  to  have  been  renewed  by  his  Spirit ;  and  to 
have  heen  faithful  ove^  the /ew  things,  entrusted  to  it  here  below. 
It  will  therefore  be  pronounced  to  have  well  done  ;  and  directed 
\to  enter  into  ike  joy  of  its  Lord.  Henceforth  it  will  be  complete- 
ly sanctified  ;  adorned  wit.i  divii<e  beauty  and  loveliness  ;  and  in- 
stamped  with  the  perfect  image  of  God. 

Equall}  pure,  equally  unmingled  with  error,  will  be  its  know- 
ledge. "  Now,"  saith  St  Paul.  "•  1  know  in  part ;  but  then  shall 
I  know,  even  as  I  also  am  known.  Now,  I  know  in  part;  but, 
when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  shall 
be  done  away.  When  1  was  a  child.  I  spake  as  a  child,  I  under- 
stood as  a  child,  1  reasoned  as  a  child  ;  but  when  I  became  a  man, 
1  put  away  childish  things.  Now,  I  see  through  a  glass,  darkly; 
but  then,  face  to  face."  The  state  of  the  soul,  at  its  arrival  in 
heaven,  is  no  longer  a  state  of  infancy,  in  which  its  inquiries  are 
lisped  to  others  ;  iAezV  answers  are  half  understood,  and  doubtfully 
received  ;  and  its  own  reasonings  concerning  them  are  lame,  par- 
tial, and  unsatisfactory.     It  is  a  vigorous  manhood,  in  which  its 
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conceptions  are  strong  and  intuitive  ;  its  communications  instan- 
taneous and  exact  exhibitions  of  its  thoughts ;  and  its  reasonings, 
whenever  it  finds  occasion  to  reason,  direct  and  decisive.  The 
objects  of  its  knowlt  dge  will  be,  here,  equally  extended  with  the  uni- 
verse ;  numerous  and  diversified,  as  the  parts  ofwhichit  is  compos- 
ed, and  the  beings  by  whom  it  is  inhabited  ;  and  sublime  and  vast  as 
the  Providence  by  which  it  is  controlled.  At  the  same  time,  the 
scheme  of  benevolence,  begun  with  the  Creation  by  its  glorious 
Author,  and  pursued  through  an  endless  succession  of  dispensa- 
tions, will  be  so  exactly  unfolded,  and  their  perfect  nature  and 
divine  consequences  will  be  so  distinctly  understood  ;  that  all  these 
objects  of  contemplation  will  be  only  delightful. 

In  its  powers  also,  its  capacity,  and  its  energy,  the  mind  will  be 
itfayysXos  ;  like  an  Angel.  Instead  of  decaying  ;  instead  of  being 
wearied  ;  instead  of  being  limited  by  a  goal  beyond  which  they 
cannot  advance  ;  these  powers  will  be  enlarged  and  invigorated 
forever.  With  such  powers  to  investigate,  with  such  objects  to 
be  investigated  ;  with  such  ample  means,  aud  such  eflicacious  mo- 
tives, for  investigation  ;  what  mind,  less  than  Omniscient,  can 
comprehend  cither  its  progress  or  its  attainments  ? 

At  the  same  time,  also,  the  End.  the  genuine  effect,  of  all  these 
endowments  and  acquisitions,  will  be,  the  improvement  of  its 
beneficence,  and  of  its  piety.  The  end  of  all  thought  is  action. 
The  real  worth  of  all  virtue  lies  in  being  the  voluntary  cause  of 
good.  Here,  the  real  beauty,  the  genuine  worth,  of  this  glorious 
principle  will  be  completely  manifested.  To  God  the  soul  will 
instinctively  turn,  as  the  needle  to  the  pole,  under  the  magnetic 
influence  of  that  love,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfection  ;  and,  day 
and  night,  yield  its  reverential  and  rapturous  tribute  of  homage 
to  the  Author  of  all  its  mercies.  The  silent  hymn  of  gratitude  and 
complacency  will  be  wafted,  without  intermission,  to  the  throne 
of  heaven,  from  a  heart,  whose  intelligence  and  afTections  are, 
here,first  wrought  into  a  divine  and  perpetual  harmony.  In  endless 
succession,  also,  will  it  unite  all  its  powers  in  the  social  Anthem 
of  heaven,  "  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto 
Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  forever  and 
ever  ;"  accompanied  by  every  harp,  and  every  voice,  in  that  de- 
lightful world  :  while,  at  each  successive  pause,  the  four  and  hventy 
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Elders  fall  down,  and  worship  Him,  thai  liveth  forever  and  ever  ; 
and  the  four  Living  creatures,  who  are  round  about  the  throne,  pro- 
nounce their  solemn  Amen. 

The  same  divine  principle,  the  same  perfect  energy  of  the 
soul,  will  operate,  with  undecaying  pleasure,  in  an  immortal 
course  of  beneficence  to  its  companions,  the  general  Assembly  of 
the  First  born,  and  the  innumerable  company  of  Angels.  All 
these  will  be  mutually  and  intensely  endeared,  as  children  of  the 
one  God ;  servants  of  the  one  Redeemer;  the  divine  workman- 
ship of  the  one  Spirit  of  Truth  ;  inhabitants  of  one  house;  mem- 
bers of  one  family ;  engaged  in  the  same  glorious  pursuits  ;  and 
destined  to  the  same  eternal  enjoyments.  Among  all  these  not 
one  sinner  will  be  found  ;  not  a  solitary  cause  of  regret,  not  a  sin- 
gle source  of  pain,  anxiety,  or  fear.  The  face  of  heaven  is  spot- 
ted by  no  stain  ;  its  sunshine  intercepted  by  no  cloud.  Wherev- 
er the  eye  looks,  it  sees  a  child  of  God  ;  adorned  with  his  image, 
and  informed  with  his  excellence ;  beautiful  and  lovely  in  His 
sight,  and  delightful  in  its  own.  All  the  denizens  of  that  world 
are  friends ;  all  their  intercourse  is  the  pure  friendship  of  the 
Gospel ;  intense  benevolence,  and  unlimited  beneficence,  recip- 
rocated and  enjoyed,  through  ages  which  know  no  end. 

To  the  soul  thus  approved,  sanctified,  enlightened,  will  be  re- 
united, after  the  Resurrection,  a  body  raised  in  incorruption, 
power,  and  glory,  and  fashioned  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of 
Christ ;  spiritual  in  its  nature,  attributes,  and  endurance  ;  and 
thus  fitted  to  become  the  residence  of  a  perfect  mind,  and  the 
means  of  enlarging  its  knowledge,  virtue,  and  enjoyment. 

To  complete  this  system  of  good,  we  are  taught,  that  of  its  in- 
crease there  will  be  no  cnd»  The  individuals  which  compose  it, 
and  the  whole  which  they  compose,  bright,  and  good,  and  glori- 
ous, and  happy,  at  first,  will  be  brighter  and  better,  more  glorious 
and  more  happy,  throughout  endless  ages. 

Such,  summarily,  is  the  immortal  life,  disclospd  in  the  Gospel. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  form  a  comparison  betwixt  this  scheme, 
and  that  of  the  ancient  heathen.  The  distance  is  too  vast;  the 
labour  too  discouraging.  As  well  might  a  comparison  be  formed 
between  earth  and  heaven,  or  between  our  momentary  life  and  the 
immense  of  duration. 
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3dly.  Christ  has  disclosed  this  Doctrine  in  three  methods. 

First.  He  taught  it  directly  with  his  voice. 

The  declarations  which  he  has  given  us,  to  this  purpose,  arc 
multipHed,  express,  and  unquestionable.  See,  for  example,  the 
parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  and  that  of  the  prodigal 
son;  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  chapters  o(  Matthew ^  the 
fifth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth,  of  John ; 
together  with  a  great  variety  of  other  passages  dispersed  every 
where  throughout  the  Evangelical  History. 

To  feel  the  full  import  of  these  declarations,  we  must  remem- 
ber, that  Christ  came  from  the  very  world  where  immortal  life  is 
found,  and  had  dwelt  there  from  the  beginning.  All  things, 
"which  were  done  in  that  happy  region,  he  perfectly  knew  ;  and  all 
■which  ever  will  be  done.  Nay.  he  is  the  very  person  who  will 
communicate  these  blessings  ;  and  in  these  declarations,  there- 
fore, only  announces  to  us  what  he  himself  will  do. 

Secondly.  Christ  has  disclosed  this  Doctrine  by  his  own  death 
ajid  resurrection. 

Here,  the  facts,  which  it  involves,  actually  took  place. 

Christ  lived  in  this  world  a  frail,  dying  man,  like  ourselves. 
At  the  close  of  his  life  he  actually  suffered  death  ;  as  was  abun- 
dantly proved  by  the  blood  and  water,  which  flowed  from  the 
wound,  made  in  his  side  by  the  spear  of  the  Roman  soldier.  He 
actually  gave  up  the  ghost;  was  buried;  and  was  gone.  But, 
having  of  his  own  accord  laid  down  his  life,  he  took  it  up  again  ; 
arose  from  the  dead ;  and  ascended  to  heaven. 

By  these  stupendous  events  mankind  are  taught, 

First.   That  there  is  a  resurrection  from  the  dead. 

Secondly.  That  it  is  a  resurrection  to  immortal  life  /  a  state  of 
endless  glory  and  happiness. 

Thirdly.   That  those,  who  are  thus  raised  ascend  to  heaven. 

Fourthly.   TTiat  he  is  able  to  accomplish  such  a  resurrection  for  us. 

Christ  was  actually  raised  to  immortal  life,  glory,  and  happi- 
ness ;  ascended  to  heaven  with  a  glorified  bod^,  and  a  mind,  final- 
ly freed  from  those  infirmities,  which  as  our  High  Priest  he  was 
pleased  to  assume.  All  this  he  accomphshed  for  himself;  and  is, 
therefore,  able  to  raise  us  to  the  same  life,  happiness,  and  glory, 
with  bodies,  and  minds,  resembling  his  own. 
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AH  this,  also,  he  has  proved  that  he  will  do.  He  became  in- 
carnate, lived,  and  died,  for  us ;  and  has  thus  evinced,  beyond 
debate,  that  he  will  do  every  thing  else,  which  is  desirable.  No 
future  labour,  no  self-denial,  can  equal  what  he  has  already  un- 
dergone. His  determination,  therefore,  and  his  faithfulness,  are 
here  written  in  sun-beams. 

The  evidence  thus  presented  to  us,  is  of  the  happiest  and  most 
convincing  kind  conceivable.  It  can  be  understood  by  all  men, 
whether  ignorant  or  learned  ;  and  cannot  but  be  felt  and  realized. 
The  conviction,  effectuated  by  reason,  is  ordinarily  liable  to  much 
misunderstanding  and  uncertainty ;  and  has  little  influence,  es- 
pecially on  the  ignorant  and  the  wicked.  Accordingly,  no  rea- 
sonings on  this  subject  appear  to  have  produced  any  moral  effects 
on  the  minds  of  mankind. 

All  the  evidence,  communicated  to  us  in  these  two  methods, 
has  been  conveyed  down  by  the  Gospel  ;  and  has  been  attended 
by  such  a  multitude  and  variety  of  proofs,  as  have  been  com- 
pletely satisfactory  to  wise  and  good  men,  wherever  they  have 
been  known.  The  more  they  have  been  objected  to,  the  more 
firmly  they  have  been  established  ;  because  they  have  been  more 
diligently  examined,  and  more  thoroughly  understood. 

Thirdly.  Christ,  in  the  Gospel,  has  also  taught  us  this  Doc- 
trine, in  a  manner  different  from  both  these.  He  has  exhibited  all 
the  Parts,  and  Reasons  ;  the  propriety,  excellence,  sublimity,  and 
dignity  ;  of  this  scheme  of  immortal  life. 

In  this  exhibition  we  are  presented  with  a  new,  wonderful,  and 
harmonious  scheme  of  moral  truth  ;  in  which  all  the  parts  are 
suited  to  each  other;  and  are  the  proper  constituents  of  a  mag- 
nificent and  glorious  system,  disclosing  with  unrivalled  splendour 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God.  Here,  the  reasons,  on  which 
this  mighty  dispensation  is  founded ;  the  manner,  in  which  im- 
mortal life  is  bestowed  ;  and  the  harmony  of  those  parts,  out  of 
which  the  scheme  is  formed  ;  present  to  the  mind  of  a  thinking 
man  evidence  of  the  same  general  nature  with  that,  which  is  fur- 
nished by  the  fitness  and  agreement  of  all  the  parts  in  a  well  con- 
ducted narrative  ;  the  invention  of  which  is  fairly  pronounced  to 
be  beyond  the  power  of  imposture.  At  the  same  time  the  mind 
is  delivered,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  perplexity  which  natn- 
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rally  springs  from  the  mysterious  and  inexplicable  nature  of  the 
subject,  as  surveyed  by  Reason.  The  Gospel  discloses  to  us  the 
great  truth,  that  God  can  forgive  sin  ;  and  the  grounds,  on  which, 
even  we  discern,  it  may  with  propriety  be  forgiven.  It  shows  us, 
that  such  guilty  beings  as  we  are  may  be  sanctified  •,  may  become 
real  penitents ;  and  may  resume  that  confidence  in  our  Maker, 
without  which  our  re-union  to  him  would  be  impossible.  All 
these  things  are  entirely  undiscoverable  without  Revelation.  At 
the  same  time,  the  complication,  vastness,  and  grandeur,  of  the 
scheme,  place  it  evidently  beyond  the  utmost  efforts  of  human  in- 
vention. 

4thly.  Christ  has  also  taught  us  the  Means,  by  zchich  we  may  ob- 
tainimmortal  life. 

Had  we  been  informed,  that  there  is  such  a  state  of  existence 
beyond  the  grave ;  and  that  within  the  Universe  there  are  means, 
by  which,  in  some  supposable  progress  of  events,  some  happily 
directed  series  of  efforts,  we  might  become  possessed  of  this  glo- 
rious privilege ;  and  yet  those  means  were  unrevealed  and  un- 
known ;  the  Revelation  which  we  possessed  would  be  of  no  use, 
except  to  plunge  us  in  anguish  and  despair.  We  might,  nay,  we 
should,  pant,  and  pine,  and  agonize,  to  find  the  path  which  led  to 
the  Divine  possession  ;  but  we  should  agonize  in  vain.  In  this 
mighty  article,  important  beyond  all  estimation,  reaching  every 
nerve  of  the  soul,  and,  in  such  a  case,  harassing  it  with  delirious 
suspense.  Reason  is  lame,  helpless,  and  useless.  To  her,  the 
terms,  on  which  God  will  bestow  this  invaluable  boon,  are  hidden 
in  a  book  sealed  with  seven  seals  ;  which,  whether  learned,  or  un- 
learned, she  is  equally  unable  to  open  or  to  read. 

The  only  ground,  on  which  Reason  can  conclude,  or  even  hope, 
that  God  will  admit  any  Intelligent  creatures  to  the  enjoyment  of 
immortal  life,  is,  that  of  pleasing  him  alway.  Whatever  the  cha- 
racter of  God  may  be  in  other  respects,  he  cannot  but  choose  to 
be  pleased.  It  is  impossible,  that  he  should  not  love  those  who 
please  him,  and  hate  those  who  displease  him  :  for  this  is  no  more 
than  to  say,  that  he  is  pleased  with  those  who  please  him,  and 
displeased  with  those  who  displease  him  But  those  whom  he 
loves  he  will  certainly  bless  :  and  those  whom  he  hates  he  will  a« 
certainly  punish. 
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If  God  is  a  holy  Being,  he  must  be  pleased  with  holiness,  and 
displeased  with  sin  :'  in  other  words,  he  must  be  pleased  with  love 
and  obedience  rendered  to  him,  and  displeased  with  enmity  and 
disobedience.  Plain  and  awful  as  these  dictates  are,  man  has 
neither  loved  him  nor  obeyed.  Hence,  he  is  certainly  displeased 
with  man.  In  what  manner  then  shall  God  become  reconciled 
to  man  ;  or  man  obtain  an  interest  in  his  favour  ?  "  Wherewith 
shall  he  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  himself  before  the  most 
high  God?  Shall  he  come  before  him  with  burnt-offerings,  with 
calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands 
of  rams,  or  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?"  Alas  !  his  are  the  cat- 
tie  on  a  thousand  hills  ;  and  we  should  only  offer  him  that,  which 
is  already  his  own.  "  To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your 
sacrifices  unto  me,  saith  Jehovah  :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt-oflfer- 
ings  of  rams,  and  the  fat  of  fed  beasts ;  and  I  delight  not  in  the 
blood  of  bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats."  Even  reason  it- 
self, purblind  as  it  is  with  respect  to  moral  subjects,  cannot  fail  to 
see  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goals  to  take, 
away  sin.  Shall  he  then  give  his  first-born  for  his  transgression? 
the  fruit  of  his  body  for  the  sin  of  his  soul?  How  plainly  would 
this  be  only  a  vain  and  melancholy  attempt  to  expiate  one  sin  by- 
committing  another.  Unfortunately,  for  every  purpose  of  this 
nature  Reason  clearly  discerns,  that  God  needs  not  us  nor  our  of- 
ferings. To  Him,  who  of  the  stones  of  the  street  can  raise  up  chil- 
dren to  Abraham,  such  creatures  as  we  are  can  plainly  be  of  no 
value. 

Shall  we  then  attempt  by  the  obedience  of  to-day  to  atone  for 
the  sins  of  yesterday  ?  Alas  !  all  our  services  of  to-day  are  due 
for  the  day  ;  and  we  were  bound  to  serve  him  yesterday,  no  less 
than  to-day.  But  we  serve  and  love  him  less,  incomprehensibly 
less,  to-day,  and  every  day,  than  we  ought ;  and  go  finally  to  the 
grave  with  all  these  sins  and  all  these  transgressions  on  our  heads, 
without  any  atonement,  without  any  satisfaction,  even  for"  one. 
What,  then,  will  Reason  tell  us  that  we  can  do,  sufficient  to  obtain 
our  reconciliation  with  God  ?  To  this  momentous  question,  out- 
running in  its  importance  the  comprehension  of  man,  Reason  can 
give  no  answer.  Wherever  she  turns  her  eyes,  she  sees  nothing 
but  a  blank  of  perplexity,  distress,  and  despair. 
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The  Dispensation,  by  which  mankind  become  reconciled  to 
God,  is  the  most  wonderful  of  all  his  works.  Great  beyond  mea- 
sure, surpassing  all  understanding,  glorious  beyond  all  praise, 
is  the  mystery  of  Godliness  ;  God  manifested  in  the  flesh  ^  justified 
in  the  spirit  ;  seen  of  Angels  ^  preached  unto  the  Gentiles  j  believed 
on  in  the  world  ^  received  up  into  glory  ! 

But  even  after  the  atonement  of  (Jhrist  was  accomplished,  Rea- 
son was  equally  at  a  loss,  as  before,  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  mankind  might  become  interested  in  that  atonement,  and 
attain  the  blessings  to  which  it  opened  the  access.  Here  Revela- 
tion was  equally  indispensable,  as  in  the  very  first  stage  of  this  all- 
interesting  inquiry.  Revelation  alone  could  teach  us,  that,  in 
order  to  the  attainment  of  immortal  life,  w^e  were  to  become  the 
seed,  the  children,  of  the  Redeemer ;  that  our  union  to  him  was  to 
be  accomplished  by  faith,  a  voluntary  surrender  of  our  souls  into 
bis  hands,  as  a  humble,  cordial,  and  eternal  offering ;  that,  when 
thus  offered,  he  would  accept  us  ;  that  he  would  defend  us  from  all 
enemies,  give  us  the  victory  over  death,  raise  us  from  the  grave, 
and  acquit  us  in  the  judgment ;  and  that  the  Father  would  forgive 
our  sins  for  his  sake,  accept  us  as  his  children  and  friends,  and  in 
this  character  would  bestow  on  us  the  blessings  of  a  glorious  im- 
mortality. 

The  means,  here  pointed  out  for  the  attainment  of  this  Divine 
inheritance,  while  they  are  thus  wonderful,  are  all  such,  as  become 
the  perfect  character  of  God  ;  and  are  exactly  suited  to  the  circum- 
stances of  frail,  sinning,  perishing  man.  They  are  obvious  5  they 
are  effectual.  They  are  easy ;  they  are  delightful.  Rich  bless- 
ings in  themselves,  they  are  the  high-way  to  all  other  blessings. 

Thus,  in  every  thing,  interesting  to  man,  is  immortal  life 
brought  to  light  by  Christ  in  the  Gospel. 

REMARKS. 

From  these  considerations  we  cannot  fail  to  realize,  in  the 

1st.  place.   The  Excellence  of  the  Redeemer. 

What  condescension,  benignity,  labours,  and  sufferings,  has 
Christ  exhibited  in  the  mighty  work  of  obtaining  for  us  immortal 
life.     Lord  of  all  things,  to  accomplish  this  work  he  became  a 
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servant.  Honourable  above  all  beings,  he  submitted  himself  to 
the  contempt  and  rejection  of  men.  Happy  beyond  all  beings,  he 
hecamea  man  of  sorrows,  atid  acquainted  with  grief.  Needing  no- 
thing for  himself,  he  purchased,  with  his  own  blood,  every  thing 
for  us.  Hated,  persecuted,  and  nailed  to  the  cross,  he  remember- 
ed sinners  with  infinite  compassion  ;  and  died  only,  that  they  might 
live.  For  you,  and  me,  and  such  as  we  are,  were  all  these  things 
done.  When  we  were  friendless  and  helpless,  he  became  our 
almighty  and  everlasting  Friend.  Unchanged  by  our  provoca- 
tions, undiscouraged  by  our  backslidings,  with  tenderness  immuta- 
ble and  unlimited,  he  brought  us  out  of  endless  sin  and  misery, 
and  raised  us  to  endless  holiness,  life,  and  joy.  How,  then,  ought 
we  to  prize  him  above  all  things,  and  determined  to  know  nothing 
in  comparison  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified  j  to  consecrate 
ourselves  to  his  service,  and  study  what  we  shall  render  to  him  for 
his  benefits  !  Who,  with  these  considerations  in  view,  can  fail  to 
exclaim,  "  How  beautiful  on  the  mountains  are  the  ieei  of  Him, 
who  bringeth  good  tidings  ;  that  publisheth  peace  ;  that  bringeth 
good  tidings  of  good ;  that  publisheth  Salvation ;  that  saith  unto 
Zion, '  Thy  God  reigneth.'  " 

2dly.  From  the  same  considerations  zoe  learn,  that  the  Gospel  is 
of  inestimable  value. 

In  this  scheme  of  immortal  life  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  you 
have  seen  that  the  richest  blessings  are  proffered  and  communi- 
cated to  mankind.  Here  are  riches  endless,  and  enjoyments  infi- 
nite. Here  are  all  things  which  can  make  the  soul  wise  and  virtu- 
ous ;  the  body,  vigorous,  beautiful,  and  undecaying  ;  and  the 
man,  immortal,  glorious,  and  happy,  a  friend,  a  child  of  God,  an 
inhabitant  of  his  house,  and  an  heir  of  his  Universe.  These  bless- 
ings, the  same  Gospel  teaches  us,  not  only  exist,  but  may  be  ours  ; 
discloses  the  manner,  in  which  they  may  be  obtained ;  points  out 
all  the  means  of  the  attainment ;  and  places  those  means  in  our 
power.  They  are  means  open  to  all  men.  "  The  poor  have  the 
Gospel  preached  unto  them."  No  school  of  Philosophy  needs  be 
sought  out,  in  order  to  find  the  path  to  heaven.  The  Sanctuary 
unfolds  its  doors  to  the  child  and  the  peasant,  the  beggar  and  the 
slave  ;  and  invites  them  to  enter  in,  and  be  saved.  The  Bible 
opens  its  pages  and  its  promises  to  every  perishing  sinner,  so  that 
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he  who  runs  may  read  ;  and  pointing,  with  its  unerring  index,  to 
the  path  of  hfe,  proclaims,  *'  This  is  the  Way,  walk  ye  therein." 

3dly.  These  considerations  show  us  what  enemies  Infidels  are  to 
themselves,  and  to  their  fellow-men. 

Infidels,  although  born  in  a  Christian  land,  and,  (painful  to  remem- 
ber,) often  baptized  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  anduftheSon,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  voluntarily  become  heathen.  They  do  not,  indeed, 
worship  Jupiter  and  Apollo;  nor  prostrate  themselves  before  stocks 
and  stones;  for,  usually,  they  worship  no  God,  whether  false  or 
true.  But  they  place  themselves  on  the  same  foundation  with  the 
heathen,  for  acceptance  with  God.  They  reject  the  Bible  ;  deny 
the  Saviour  ;  and  renounce  the  immortal  life  of  the  Gospel.  In 
every  respect,  therefore,  they  are  heathen,  except  that  they  re- 
fuse light  which  the  heathen  never  enjoyed  ;  and  cast  away  bless- 
ings of  which  the  ancient  heathen  never  heard.  Their  sins, 
therefore,  are  exceedingly  aggravated  beyond  those  of  their  prede- 
cessors. God  would  save  them ;  but  they  will  not  be  saved. 
Christ  would  redeem  them  from  their  sins  ;  but  they  refuse  to  be 
redeemed.  Immortal  life  is  ready  to  descend  upon  them  ;  the 
gates  of  heaven  are  opened,  that  they  may  enter  in,  and  become 
partakers  of  its  glorious  blessings  ;  but  they  turn  their  backs  upon 
the  proffer,  and  reject  it  with  disdain.  What  folly  was  ever  so 
entire  !     What  maniac  was  ever  so  much  his  own  enemy ! 

Nothing,  however,  is  farther  from  the  Infidel's  own  thoughts. 
St.  Paul  exclaims,  in  the  full  confidence  of  his  own  inspiration, 
and  triumphing  in  the  infinite  superiority  of  the  Evangelical  system 
to  the  wild  dreams  of  Philosophy,  "  Where  is  the  wise  man  ? 
where  is  the  Scribe  ?  where  is  the  disputer  of  this  world  IV  To 
these  questions  the  Infidel,  with  a  cool  and  settled  front,  answers, 
"Here  am  I,  who  assemble  all  these  characters  in  my  own  person. 
I  know  that  the  Bible  is  not  the  word  of  God.  I  can  devise  a  bet- 
ter scheme  of  Salvation,  than  that  of  Christ.  I  can  form  better 
precepts,  than  those  of  my  Maker.  I  can  disprove  his  perfec- 
tions. I  can  show,  that  he  did  not  create,  and  that  he  does  not 
govern,  the  Universe.     Nay,  I  can  prove  that  there  is  no  God." 

The  amount  of  all  these  magnificent  pretensions,  and  the  real 
results,  which  have  flowed  from  the  reason  of  man,  thus  puffed  up, 
and  thus  vaimtins.  itself  \  have  formerly  exhibited,  summarily,  in 
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two  discourses  on  the  "  Dangers  of  Infidel  Philosophy."  It  will 
therefore  be  unnecessary  for  me,  as  well  as  impossible,  to  repeat 
them  here. 

Were  I  warranted,  in  an  interview  with  a  person  of  this  charac- 
ter, to  exercise  the  frankness,  as  well  as  the  candour,  which  a 
case  so  solemn  would  evidently  demand ;  I  would  address  him  in 
some  such  manner,  as  the  following.  '^  Who  art  thou,  that  thus 
exaltest  thyself  against  thy  Maker  ?  A  worm,  born  yesterday  of 
the  dust,  to  return  to  the  same  dust  to-morrow  !  and  yet  declaring 
thyself  able  to  scan  the  Universe,  to  comprehend  the  thoughts  of 
Omniscience,  and  to  measure  the  arm  of  the  Almighty!" 

"  Rend  the  veil,  which  has  so  long  covered  thine  eyes ;  and 
open  them  upon  the  world  around  ihee.  What  dost  thou  behold  ? 
An  Universe  of  wonders.  Whence  were  they  derived  ?  "  From 
fate,"  thou  wilt  answer  ;  "  or  from  chance  ;  or  from  the  attributes 
and  operations  of  matter,  proceeding  in  an  eternal  series."  Dost 
thou  not  perceive,  that  in  this  assignment  of  so  many,  and  so  va- 
rious, causes  for  the  origination  of  all  things,  thou  declarest  thy 
absolute  ignorance  of  any  cause  ?  If  the  true  cause  were  known 
to  thee,  thou  wouldest  certainly  point  it  out ;  and  not  creep,  for 
a  retreat,  into  these  alternatives.  If  fate  is  the  cause,  then  chance 
is  not :  if  chance,  then  the  cause  is  not  found  in  the  attributes 
and  operations  of  matter." 

"  What  is  fate?  A  word.  What  is  its  meaning?  Nothing. 
Search  thy  own  mind,  and  thou  wilt  perceive,  that  this  abstract 
term  has  then  had,  hitherto,  no  signification.  Annex  meaning  to 
it;  and  it  becomes   of  course,  God." 

"  Survey  yonder  tree.  Dost  thou  not  perceive,  that  it  is  a 
wonderful  system  of  contrivances  ;  of  innumerable  parts,  formed 
into  a  complete  whole  ?  Are  the  roots  casually  formed  ?  Is  the 
stem  casually  annexed  to  them  ?  and  successively,  the  branches, 
leaves,  flowers,  fruits,  and  seeds  ?  If  these  things  do  not  manifest 
contrivance  ;  has  the  word  any  meaning  ?" 

"  Examine  thy  own  body.  Are  the  bones,  sinews,  nerves,  the 
vascular  system,  the  limbs,  the  trunk,  the  head,  and  the  features 
of  the  face,  the  offspring  of  casualty  ?  Did  chance  arrange  them, 
with  such  symmetry,  into  a  frame  so  mysterious  ?  and  commence 
its  more  mysterious,  and  more  wonderful  operations  ?'^ 
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"  Look  at  thy  mind.  Is  chance  the  parent  of  thought?  of  sci- 
ence ?  of  wisdom  ?  of  moral  action  ?  of  virtue  V' 

"  Didst  thou  ever  see,  didst  thou  ever  hear  of,  a  casualty  ? 
Thou  wih  be  compelled  to  reply  in  the  negative.  Where,  then, 
and  why,  and  when,  did  this  supposed  torrent  of  casualties  begin, 
and  cease,  to  flow  ?" 

"  If  the  inherent  attributes  of  matter  are  the  causes  of  its  ope- 
rations, those  operations  must  have  existed  in  an  eternal  series. 
But  dost  thou  not  perceive  intuitively,  that  an  eternal  series  is  a 
self-contradiction  ?■' 

"  Of  what  is  the  Universe  composed  ?  Of  Atoms.  What 
binds  them  together,  so  as  to  constitute  worlds  and  systems? 
Thou  wilt  say,  Altrachon.  What  is  attraction?  To  this  ques- 
tion thou  canst  give  no  answer.  Dost  thou  not  perceive,  that  this 
word  denotes  an  effect ;  and  not  a  cause  ?  a  fact ;  and  not  the 
power,  by  which  it  is  produced  ?  Of  this  power  thou  knowest 
nothing:  and  yet  it  is  boundless,  unwearied,  and  eternal." 

"  Remove,  then,  this  mental  rubbish  of  Infidelity ;  and  ac- 
knowledge, what  thou  canst  not  deny,  that  there  is  a  God.  His 
hand  lighted  up  the  sun  ;  rolled  the  planets  around  him  ;  kindled 
the  stars ;  and  marked  out  the  mysterious  course  of  the  moon. 
The  same  hand  sprinkled  this  world  with  verdure,  beauty,  and 
magnificence  ;  formed  man  upon  it ;  gave  him  the  breath  of  life  ; 
and  caused  him  to  become  a  living  soul.  He,  also,  has,  from  the 
beginning,  given  rain  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons  ;  and  filled 
the  hearts  of  mankind  with  food  and  gladness.  In  all  this  he  has 
not  left  himself,  to  any  sober,  discerning  eye,  without  ample  wit- 
7iess  of  his  existence,  presence,  agency,  and  character." 

"  Of  this  same  great  and  glorious  Being  thou  art  the  workman- 
ship ;  indebted  to  Him  for  every  thing,  which  thou  hast  enjoyed : 
and  dependent  on  him  for  every  thing,  which  thou  canst  hope. 
But  against  this  Being  thou  hast  sinned.  By  whatever  law  thou 
believest  thyself  governed,  that  law  thou  hast  broken.  To  Him 
thou  hast  been  ungrateful,  impious,  and  rebellious  ;  to  thy  fellow- 
men,  unjust,  unkind,  and  insincere ;  and  to  thyself,  a  continual 
source  of  moral  pollution.  For  these  sins  thou  canst  make  no 
atonement ;  and  allege  no  excuse.  Of  them  all  lie  has  been  an 
eve.  and  an  ear,  witness.     Thou  durst  not  believe,  that  he  is  not 
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of  purer  eyes,  than  to  behold  iniquity.  Thy  own  reason  declares, 
with  a  silent,  but  solemn  voice,  that  God  cannot  but  hate  sin,  and 
cannot  bless  sinners.  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  he  executes 
vengeance  upon  this  guilty  world.  Mark  i\\e  ravages  of  the 
storm,  the  desolating  miseries  of  famine  and  pestilence,  and  the 
devastations  of  the  earthquake  and  the  volcano.  See  oppression 
grind  the  race  of  man  to  the  dust :  and  war  dye  the  world  in  blood. 
With  these  terrible  proofs  of  his  justice  before  thine  eyes,  will  it 
be  possible  for  thee  to  comprehend,  or  to  measure,  his  future  ven- 
geance against  iniquity  ?'" 

"  Thou  art  a  sinner.  Thy  own  conscience  has  a  thousand 
times  declared  this  tremendous  truth.  Should  he  summon  thee 
to  account  for  thy  sins  hereafter,  what  wilt  thou  answer  ?  From 
his  eye  where  wilt  thou  hide  ?  From  his  hand  how  wilt  thou  es- 
cape ?  With  what  agonies  wilt  thou  then  wish,  that  thou  hadst  ac- 
knowledged, believed,  and  obeyed,  his  Word  ?  With  what  sighs 
will  thy  bosom  heave,  with  what  throes  will  thy  heart  wring,  for 
an  interest  in  that  divine  Redeemer,  whom  in  this  world  thou  hast 
only  crucified  afresh  by  thy  unbelief!  Dost  thou  not  see,  that  thou 
art  sacrificing  thyself  on  the  altar  of  Infidelity,  and  murdering  thy 
soul  as  a  victim  to  sinful  pleasure  ?" 

"  What  then  is  thy  hope  ?  Annihilation.  But  how  dost  thou 
know  that  God  will  annihilate  thee  ?  Stung  by  thy  guilt,  thou 
hast  made  thyself  willing,  or  persuaded  thyself  that  thou  art  will- 
ing, to  see  the  living  light  of  the  mind  go  out  in  eternal  darkness. 
But  will  He,  who  kindled  it,  suffer  it  to  expire  ?  Shouldst  thou 
continue  to  exist  after  death,  how  terrible  a  state  of  existence 
Avill  eternity  prove  to  thee  !" 

"  Accompany  me  to  yonder  cemetery.  Whose  graves  do  I 
see  ?  In  this  thy  father  is  interred  :  in  that,  sleep  the  remains  of 
thy  mother.  They  were  Christians.  They  loved  God ;  they 
trusted  in  the  Redeemer;  they  practised  holiness ;  and,  from  this 
melancholy  world,  they  ascended  to  heaven.  In  that  delightful 
world,  amid  all  its  glories,  they  wait  impatiently  for  the  arrival  of 
thee,  their  beloved  child,  to  complete  their  joys.  But  they  wait 
in  vain.  Thy  path  is  only  downward.  Thou  hast  destined  thy- 
self to  the  regions  of  annihilation.  Nay,  thou  wouldst  pluck  them 
from  the  foot  of  the  eternal  throne ;  extinguish  their  immortal 
VOL.  I.  23 
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life  5  strip  them  of  angelic  happiness  ;  and  hurl  them  down  to  the 
same  dark  and  desolate  abyss.     Miserable  man !" 

"  Open  thine  eyes,  if  they  are  not  finally  closed  in  moral  dark- 
ness, and  see  before  thee  the  melancholy  regions  of  woe,  where 
the  groan  ofanguish  resounds,  and  the  stream  of  tears  flows  with- 
out intermission,  and  without  end  ;  and  where  death  and  despair 
stretch  their  iron  sceptre,  forever,  over  the  dreary  solitude! 
Dost  thou  tremble  at  the  prospect  ?  Look  behind  thee,  and  be- 
hold Goodness  and  Mercy,  twin-born  of  heaven,  and  arrayed  in 
robes  of  uncreated  light,  stand,  anxiously  watching  thy  course,  and 
beckon  thee  back  to  life  ;  while,  at  their  side,  Hope,  with  her  lu- 
cid finger,  points  the  path  to  immortality,  and  exclaims,  with  a 
smile  of  transport,  '  Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest  5  peace  on 
earth ;  and  good-will  towards  men !'  " 
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^find  the  Angd  said  unto  them,  fear  not :  for  behold  I  bring  you 
good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people. 

For  unto  you  is  born,  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which 
is  Christ  the  Lord. 

In  the  preceding  Chapter  we  are  informed,  that  the  Angel  Ga- 
briel was  sent  first  to  Zacharias,  a  priest ;  and  afterwards  to  Mary, 
a  virgin  of  the  family  of  David  ;  to  announce  to  them,  and  through 
them  to  mankind,  the  birth  of  the  Saviour.  The  birth  of  John, 
the  Baptist,  his  harbinger  in  the  great  work  of  redeeming  the 
world  from  sin  and  misery,  was  also  predicted  by  the  same  illus- 
trious person  ;  and  in  the  appointed  season  was  accomplished. 
On  this  occasion,  Zacharias,  who  had  been  deprived  of  his  speech, 
both  to  punish  his  unbelief,  and  to  manifest  the  certainty  of  the 
prediction,  resumed  it  in  the  same  miraculous  manner;  and  ut- 
tered to  those  around  him  a  memorable  prophecy  concerning  the 
child  already  born,  and  the  more  wonderful  infant  whose  birth 
was  approaching. 

The  Context  opens  with  an  account  of  a  decree,  issued  by  the 
Roman  Emperor,  Augustus  Ccesar,  requiring  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Judea  to  enrol  their  names,  for  the  purpose  of  being  taxed.  The 
ancient  prophets,  particularly  Micah,  had  foretold,  that  the  Mes- 
siah was  to  be  born  in  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  David.  By  means 
perfectly  natural  and  easy  this  prophecy  was  now  accomplished. 
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JaJudea,  tlie  register  of  every  family  was,  according  to  custom, 
kept  in  the  city  to  which  that  family  was  originally  attached. 
Bethlehem  was  the  city  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  the  parents  of  Christ. 
In  obedience  to  this  decree,  therefore,  tiiey  were  necessitated  to 
go  up  from  Nazarelh,  where  they  usually  lived,  to  be  registered  in 
Bdhle.hem.  While  they  were  here  attending  on  this  business,  she 
brought  forth  her  first-born  Son,  the  Redeemer  of  mankind. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  number  of  Shepherds  in  the  neighbour- 
inf  fields,  keeping  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night.  As 
they  were  occupied  in  this  employment,  "  the  Angel  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about 
them."  It  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  they  were  terrified  by 
this  vision,  but  the  Angel  soothed  their  fears,  and  restored  their 
presence  of  mind,  with  these  remarkable  words  :  "  Fear  not ;  for 
behold  1  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people:  For  unto  you  is  born,  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a 
Saviour,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto 
you.  Ye  shall  find  the  Babe,  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  ly- 
ing in  a  manger." 

Immediately  there  appeared  "  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host, 
praising  God,  and  saying,  '  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest ;  and  on 
earth  Peace  :  Good  will  towards  men.'  " 

Such  is  a  brief  recital  of  the  story,  of  which  the  text  forms  an 
interesting  part;  a  story  wholly  singular,  recounting  events  of  a 
•wonderful  nature,  and  demanding  from  mankind  the  deepest  at- 
tention. 

My  design  in  choosing  these  words,  as  the  theme  of  the  present 
discourse,  is  to  endeavour  to  illustrate  the  declaration,  made  by 
the  Angel ;  and  to  show,  that  the  tidings,  which  he  published  of  the 
birth  of  a  Saviour,  are  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people. 
This  Doctrine  I  shall  illustrate, 

1st.  From  the  story,  which  has  been  summarily  recounted. 
The  person,  who  announced  this  intelligence  to  the  shepherds 
oi  Bethlehem,  was,  it  will  be  remembered,  a  person  of  high  digni- 
ty. He  was  an  inhabitant,  and  plainly  no  common  one,  of  the 
highest  heavens.  In  that  happy  world  he  had  been  formed  with 
powers  of  an  exalted  kind;  had  stood  from  the  beginning  before 
the  throne,  and  in  the  immediate  presence,  of  God  :  had  advanc- 
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ed  for  a  vast  period  of  time,  in  knowledge  and  virtue;  and  had 
been  liolden  in  high  estimation  among  Cherubim  and  Seraphim. 
Ample  knowledge  to  discern,  and  an  unquestionable  disposition  to 
declare,  the  real  nature  of  the  tidings,  which  he  proclaimed,  were 
of  course  united  in  him,  and  left  no  room  to  doubt  the  truth  of  his 
declarations. 

From  his  own  happ^^  residence  he  came  to  this  world,  for  the 
verj  purpose  of  publishing  these  tidings  to  the  human  race.  De- 
lighted with  the  nature  of  this  intelligence,  he  was  pleased  to  be 
the  messenger  of  it  to  the  world,  to  which  it  was  so  interesting. 
With  him  came  also  a  train  of  his  immortal  companions  ;  all  alike 
astonished  and  transported  by  the  event  which  he  announced  ; 
and  all  equally  delighted  to  be  present  at  the  birth  of  the  Stran- 
ger, who  this  night  became  a  visiter  to  our  ruined  world. 

The  same  illustrious  beings  had  formerly  attended  him  at  the 
Creation  ;  when  they  sang  together^  and  shouted  for  joy,  at  the 
sight  of  the  amazing  things  which  he  then  accomphshed.  Their 
songs,  they  now  renewed  ;  and  joined  together  in  a  hymn  more  no- 
ble, more  divine,  than  had  ever  before  proceeded  from  their  lips. 
"Glory,"  they  sung,  "  to  God  in  the  highest;  and  on  Earth 
Peace ;  Good  will  towards  men."  God,  they  perfectly  well 
knew,  had  been  always  infinitely  glorious,  and  possessed  of  in- 
finite good  will  to  his  Universe  ;  but  his  glory  was  now  peculiar- 
ly displayed,  and  his  benevolence  outshone  all  its  former  manifes- 
tations. The  redemption,  renovation,  and  forgiveness  of  sinners, 
were  an  exhibition  of  divine  excellence,  which  enlarged  the 
views,  and  elevated  the  praises,  even  of  Angels ;  after  all  their 
preceding  acquaintance  with  the  heavenly  system.  In  proclaim- 
ing these  tidings,  also,  the  Angel  and  his  companions  were  wholly 
disinterested.  They  had  never  fallen,  and  needed  therefore  no 
Saviour  to  restore  them  to  the  favour  of  God.  In  that  favour 
they  now  stood  securely;  and  were  assured  by  the  divine  good- 
ness of  unchangeable  holiness  and  happiness  forever.  Still  they 
rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  the  restoration  of  the  human  race  to 
the  favour  of  God,  and  to  their  own  happy  society.  The  good, 
which  they  now  enjoyed  and  celebrated,  was  the  good  of  others; 
of  a  race  of  beings,  united  to  them  only  as  intelligent  creatures  of 
the  same  God  ;  creatures,  who  had  revolted  from  their  Sovereign. 
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and  opposed  all  the  wishes  and  interests  of  his  virtuous  subjects. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  joy  most  benevolently  felt  in  the  mere  diffu- 
sion of  happiness :  a  happiness  made  their  own  by  exalted  parti- 
cipation, and  divine  sympathy. 

It  is  further  to  be  remembered,  that,  although  they  came  to  this 
world  voluntarily,  and  were  joyfully  present  on  this  occasion  ;  yet 
they  were  sent  hither  hy  their  Father  and  our  Father,  by  their  God 
and  our  God.  Their  mission  they  executed  exactly,  as  well  as 
gladly  ;  and  disclosed  his  views  as  well  as  their  own.  In  declar- 
ing these  to  be  tidings  of  great  joy,  they  announced  the  decision 
of  God  himself,  and  proclaimed  the  views,  formed  concerning 
this  subject  by  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness.  Through  them, 
therefore,  mankind  are  assured,  that  these  are  tidings  of  great  joy, 
not  only  in  the  estimation  of  angels,  but  also  in  that  of  Jehovah. 

2dly.  The  situation,  in  which  mankind  were,  zvhcn  these  tidings 
were  brought  to  them,  strongly  exhibits  the  truth  of  the  doctrine. 

The  whole  human  race  were  in  a  state  of  determined  rebellion 
against  God.  Since  the  Apostasy  of  Adam,  there  is  not  the  least 
reason  to  believe,  that  a  single  member  of  his  greal  family  has 
been  born  with  a  disposition  to  obey  and  glorify  his  Creator ; 
that  even  one  solitary  instance  can  be  found  among  his  numerous 
progeny,  in  which  a  mind,  pure  and  unbiassed,  has  loved  God, 
cherished  Righteousness,  and  hated  sin,  with  all  the  heart ;  or 
that  the  heavenly  character  has  ever  made  its  appearance,  un- 
mixed and  unsullied,  in  this  polluted  world.  On  the  contrary  the 
scriptural  declarations,  which  conclude  all  men  under  sin,  and 
pronounce  every  imagination  of  man^s  heart  to  be  evil,  and  only 
evil,  are,  and  ever  have  been,  completely  verified  by  the  concur- 
ring experience  of  all  ages  and  nations. 

As  thus  guilty  and  rebellious,  mankind  were  condemned  by  the 
holy,  righteous,  and  reasonable  law,  which  they  had  violated  ;  and 
were  of  course  exposed  to  its  dreadful  penalty.  The  law  was 
immutable,  like  its  Author;  and  for  the  same  reason  ;  viz.  that  it 
was  perfect.  Death,  therefore,  endless  and  hopeless,  was  the 
proper  and  certain  lot  of  all  men :  for  the  law  specified  no  con- 
dition, on  which  transgressors  might  return ;  furnished  no  pro- 
mise to  repentance ;  and  communicated  no  hope  of  redemption. 
In  themselves  there  was  no  relief  for  their  distresses,  and  no 
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means  of  escape  from  their  danger.  They  could  make  no  atone- 
ment for  tlieir  sins ;  for  all  their  services  were  due,  of  course,  for 
the  time  being.  They  could  offer  no  righteousness  to  reconcile 
them  to  God  ;  for  their  best  righteousness  was  the  polluted  offer- 
ing of  unclean  and  rebellious  creatures.  The  door  of  life  was 
therefore  shut  to  them  ;  and  could  not  be  opened. 

If  rehef  existed  for  them  in  the  divine  system  ;  it  lay  beyond 
their  discovery.  In  the  present  world  it  was  unknown.  With 
the  future  world  they  had  no  connection.  From  the  regions 
where  hfe  is  found,  no  messenger,  independently  of  Christ's  me- 
diation, had  ever  visited  this  residence  of  apostasy  ;  and  no  tidings 
had  ever  arrived  of  designs  formed  for  their  deliverance,  or  of 
hopes  indulged  concerning  their  restoration.  If  such  designs  ex- 
isted ;  if  such  hopes  were  entertained  ;  they  were  hidden  from 
their  knowledge  in  a  book,  sealed  with  seven  seals. 

Thus  all  the  prospects  were  dark  and  desolate.  A  desert  of  ruin 
spread  immeasurably  around  them  ;  without  a  habitation  to  which 
they  might  betake  themselves  for  shelter,  or  even  a  friendly  hemiit 
to  point  out  a  hopeful  end  to  their  melancholy  pilgrimage.  Over 
their  heads  extended,  without  limits,  a  dreary  and  perpetual 
night,  in  which  no  lamp  lighted  their  bewildered  path,  and  not  a 
star,  not  a  raj^of  hope  or  comfort  twinkled  through  the  vast  gloom 
of  sorrow  and  despair. 

The  destruction,  to  which  they  were  devoted,  was  an  awful 
and  comprehensive  destruction  ;  involving  all  evil,  and  excluding 
all  good.  Eternal  sin,  and  eternal  suffering,  constituted  this 
compound  of  woe.  In  the  land  of  darkness,  as  darkness  itself, 
■where  there  is  no  order,  and  where  the  light  is  as  darkness,  they 
were  banished  forever  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God,  ori- 
ginally their  Sun  and  their  shield,  their  hght  and  their  protection, 
and  from  the  friendship  and  intercourse  of  every  virtuous  being. 
Here,  forsaken  and  forgotten,  distressed  with  the  pains  of  an  im- 
mortal body,  and  agonized  with  the  throes  of  an  ever-dying  mind, 
they  were  utterly  cast  off  from  the  virtuous  universe,  as  objects  of 
imchangeable  contempt  and  abhorrence. 

^Vhile  this  was  their  certain,  and  irremediable  destiny ;  they 
still  did  not  even  wish  for  deliverance.  Thet/  siniied  against  God, 
and  coronged  their  ozon  soids ;  Ihey  hated  him,  and  loved  Death. 
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Accordingly  they  never  sought  nor  prayed,  neither  desired  nor  la- 
boured, for  lite  ;  bui  cherished  their  misery,  and  were  in  love 
with  their  ruin.  Heaven  in  all  its  long  succession  of  ages,  and 
amid  all  the  sweet  incense,  which  ascended  continually  before 
the  throne  of  God,  never  heard  a  single  pra)er  rise  from  this  lost 
world  for  the  renewal  of  one  corrupted  mind,  or  the  salvation  of 
one  self-destroyed  sinner,  except  as  a  consequence  of  the  tidings 
of  a  Saviour. 

3dly.  The  Saviour,  zv ho,  when  they  were  in  this  wrclched  condi- 
tion, was  horn  unto  them,  is  able,  willing,  and  faithful,  to  save  them 
from  this  complicated  misery. 

That  he  is  able  to  save,  even  to  the  uttermost,  all  that  will  come 
unto  God  by  him,  is  evinced  by  arguments,  which  cannot  be 
doubted. 

All  things  are  delivered  into  his  hands,  and  all  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth  is  committed  to  him.  His  name  is  above  every  name, 
which  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world  but  also  in  that  which  is  to 
come ;  and  he  is  head  over  all  things  to  his  church.  By  him  also 
all  things  consist,  and  he  upholds  them,allby  the  word  of  his  power. 
All  things  also  were  made  for  him;  for  his  use,  and  pleasure. 
Hence  they  will  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  his  re- 
demption, and  the  salvation  of  returning  sinners.      • 

At  the  same  time,  while  he  knows  whatever  is  within  man,  or 
without,  he  knows  the  Father  also  ;  the  character,  pleasure,  and 
designs,  of  Jehovah.  The  worlds  of  creation,  and  providence,  he 
searches  alike  ;  and  is  therefore  perfectly  qualified  to  pronounce 
on  every  thing,  which  is  proper  to  be  done  ;  whether  as  useful  to 
men,  or  pleasing  to  God.  With  this  perfect  knowledge  he  began 
the  work  of  redeeming  love ;  and  cannot  be  deceived  in  any 
thing,  which  pertains  to  its  completion. 

At  the  same  time,  he  is  a  person  of  supreme  excellency  and 
loveliness,  of  supreme  dignity  and  greatness.  He  is  the  beloved 
Son  of  God,  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his 
person.  In  him  the  Father  is  ever  well  pleased.  Infinite  wisdom 
regards  him  as  the  assemblage,  of  all  that  is  great  and  good  ;  as 
the  light  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of  heaven.  Of  course  his  at- 
tributes qualify  him  for  every  purpose  ;  however  vast,  however 
arduous,  however  incredible,  it  mav  seem  to  created  mind?.     In 
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this  character  he  was  appointed  by  his  Father,  as  the  Saviour  of  his 
own  choice.;  the  atonement  which  he  was  pleased  to  accept ;  the 
Redeemer  in  whom  his  soul  delighted. 

He  knew  ^Ae  way  of  righteousness  ;  and  was  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  eternal  life.  In  the  world,  where  that  life  is  found,  he 
had  ever  dwelt ;  and  from  the  beginning  had  been  possessed  of 
all  the  things  which  constitute  its  nature,  or  bring  it  into  exist- 
ence. As  he  had  alway  pleased  God ;  so  he  knew  entirely  the 
things,  with  which  he  is  pleased.  The  doctrines,  therefore,  and 
the  precepts,  the  disposition  of  the  heart  and  the  conduct  of  the 
life,  which  secure  his  favour ;  he  was  wholly  qualified  to  teach, 
and  enjoin. 

In  all  things,  also,  he  teas  made  like  unlo  us,  his  brethren;  sin 
only  excepted ;  that,  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  High 
Priest  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the 
sins  of  the  people  :  for  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered,  being  tempt- 
ed, he  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted. 

Nor  was  he  less  willing,  than  able,  to  accomplish  our  salvation. 
For  this  single  purpose,  he  entered  voluntarily  on  the  most  ardu- 
ous of  all  enterprises  ;  descended  from  heaven  ;  made  himself  of 
no  reputation  ;  or  as  in  the  original  language,  emptied  himself;  i.  e. 
of  his  supreme  external  glory  ;  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  ser- 
vant, and  was  found  in  fashion  as  a  man.  In  this  situation  he 
obeyed  the  law,  which  man  had  broken,  and  thus  magnified  and 
made  it  honourable,  in  the  sight  of  the  universe ;  atoned  for  the 
sins,  which  they  had  committed ;  was  made  a  curse,  to  deliver 
those,  who  were  under  the  curse  of  the  law  ;  and  becaine  obedient 
to  death;  even  the  death  of  the  cross  ;  that  we  might  live.  His 
willingness  to  save,  even  to  the  uttermost,  who  can  question  ?  -, 

These  things  are  equally  evidences,  that  he  is  faithful  to  save, 
and  can  never  be  changed  from  a  purpose,  which  he  has  thus  un- 
dertaken. In  the  mean  time,  he  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
forever:  the  same  divinely  great,  excellent,  and  glorious  person, 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting.  From  the  beginning  he  rejoiced 
in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  were  with  the 
S071S  of  men.  That  love  for  men,  with  which  he  prayed,  and  died, 
on  the  cross,  ever  dwells  in  his  bosom  ;  susceptible  of  no  change, 
no  decay. 
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All  possible  confidence  is  therefore  due  to  him,  and  may  he 
safely  placed  on  him  ;  for  he  is  just  such  a  Saviour  as  we  need, 
such  an  High  Priest  as  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harmless,  undefiled, 
separate  from  sinners,  made  higher  than  the  heavens,  and  seated  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  majesty  on  high  :  where  he  ever 
appears  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us,  to  make  an  eternal  and  effec- 
tual intercession. 

4thly.  The  blessings,  to  which  he  invites  us,  and  which  he  will 
bestow  on  all,  who  heartily  accept  of  them,  strongly  illustrate  the 
truth  of  the  doctrine. 

These  blessings  are  noble,  exquisite,  and  enduring,  beyond  the 
conception  of  firnte  minds.  They  extend  alike  to  the  soul  and  to 
the  body  ;  they  fill  time  ;  they  spread  through  eternity.  In  this 
world,  they  arc  formed  of  unceasing  protection,  guidance,  sup- 
port, consolation,  holiness, /x'ace  which  passeth  all  understanding, 
hope  which  is  an  anchor  to  the  soid  in  the  stormy  sea  of  life,  and 
joy  which  the  zoorld  can  neither  give  nor  take  away.  They  include 
the  best  provision  for  our  wants,  the  best  conduct  of  our  lives,  and 
the  perfect  security  of  our  well  being.  They  commence  with 
our  sanctification  ;  they  attend  us  through  life ;  they  accompany 
ns  in  deatli ;  they  follow  us  beyond  the  grave. 

In  the  future  world,  they  assume  a  still  brighter  aspect.  There 
our  vile  bodies  will  be  refashioned  like  unto  Christ'' s  glorious  body  j 
accordiyig  to  that  mysterious  zoorking,  zohereby  he  is  able  to  subdue 
all  things  unto  himself.  Adorned,  and  invigorated,  with  youth, 
strength,  beauty  and  immortality,  they  will  be  re  united  to  our 
minds,  made  perfectly  holy  and  excellent.  In  the  highest  hea- 
vens, the  house  of  God,  we  shall  dwell  in  his  presence,  be  made 
members  and  brethren  of  his  family ;  advance  forever  in  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  in  wisdom  and  loveliness,  in  peace  and  joy ; 
meet  the  smiles  of  infinite  complacency,  commence  a  pure  and 
perpetual  friendship  with  the  world  of  sanctified  minds,  become 
sons,  and  kings,  and  priests,  to  God  the  Father  ^  and  joint  heirs 
with  the  Redeemer  to  his  immortal  inheritance  ;  shall  be  with 
him  where  he  is  /  and  shall  behold  and  receive  the  glory,  zohich  he 
hud  zoith  the  Father  before  ever  the  world  was..  Are  not  these 
blessings  great  enough  to  fill  the  wishes  even  of  an  immortal  mind  ? 
f.''OuUl  an  Angel  ask  more  ?     Can  we  hope  for  the  one  half  of 
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these  ?  Can  we  realize,  can  we  believe,  that  they  will  be  given 
to  such  beings  as  we  are  ?  Yet  these,  and  far  more  than  hu- 
man language  can  express,  or  human  imaginations  conceive, 
he  possessed  from  everlasting;  and  these  he  has  of  his  own 
accord,  unasked,  undesired,  profi'ered  to  our  acceptance  :  de- 
claring that  all  things  in  the  universe,  in  time  and  through  eter- 
nity, shall  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God. 

5thly.  The  terms,  on  which  these  blessings  are  given,  clearly  im- 
jjress  the  truth  of  the  doctrine. 

A  sincere,  cordial  acceptance  of  these  blessings,  and  of  him  as  the 
Author  and  Giver  of  them ;  is  all  that  is  required.  Who  could 
wish  for  easier  terms  ? 

In  this  great  and  essential  condition  is  included  a  hearty,  faith- 
ful and  final  renovation  of  an  evil,  guilty,  odious  and  despicable 
Character;  the  parent  of  all  other  misery,  and  itself  finished  and 
endless  misery.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  required,  also,  to  as- 
sume the  honourable  character  of  holiness ;  to  become  virtuous, 
useful,  and  amiable  ;  to  love  and  obey,  to  believe  and  imitate, 
Christ ;  to  exercise  an  evangelical  benevolence  to  our  fellow 
creatures  ;  to  sustain  an  unblameable  character  ;  and  to  direct  our 
views  to  great  and  deserving  objects.  We  must  efface  the  image 
of  apostate  Adam.,  and  be  instamped  with  that  of  Jehovah. 

What  terms,  were  they  left  to  our  own  choice,  could  we  de- 
vise more  easy,  more  reasonable,  more  desirable  ?  They  are 
terms,  indispensably  necessary  to  make  us  possessed  of  the  bless- 
ings given;  and  they  are  all  that  is  necessary.  .They  are  bless- 
ings, great  and  glorious  in  themselves ;  and  the  efficacious  means 
of  immortal  blessings.  The  sacrifices,  which  we  make,  are  sa- 
crifices of  loss,  shame,  and  ruin  ;  the  character,  which  wc  assume, 
is  in  itself  gain  immense  and  eternal. 

6thly.  The  truth  of  the  doctrine  is  also  illustrated  by  this  great 
fact,  that  he  has  completely  disclosed  the  means,  by  xohich  these 
blessings  may  be  attained. 

He  has  taught  us  all  the  knowledge,  usefid  to  this  end. 

He  has  taught  the  character  and  pleasure  of  God  ;  his  designs, 
his  providence,  and  his  promises.  He  has  also  discovered  to  us 
our  character,  guilt,  danger,  and  wants.  His  own  excellency  and 
amiableness,  the  necessity  of  his  interference  on  our  behalf,  and 
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the  greatness  of  his  love  to  us,  he  has  proved,  beyond  a  question, 
by  his  humiliation,  life  and  death;  by  every  thing  which  he  has 
done,  and  by  every  thing  which  he  has  suffered.  The  truths, 
universally,  which  we  must  beheve,  the  duties  which  we  must  do, 
the  dangers  which  we  must  shun,  and  the  means  of  our  escape 
and  safety ;  he  has  set  before  us  in  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  unless  we  choose  to  misunderstand  it.  Motives 
innumerable  and  infinite  he  has  presented  to  us  in  the  most  af- 
fecting forms :  purification  from  sin,  and  deliverance  from  woe  5 
the  enjoyment  of  his  love  ;  the  possession  of  endless  life,  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  undisturbed  safety,  peace,  and  joy  ;  and  the 
communion  and  friendship  of  the  whole  body  of  the  wise  and 
good  in  the  great  kingdom  of  Jehovah.  All  times,  places  and 
things,  impress. these  motives  on  our  hearts,  and  bring  them  up 
to  our  view,  with  an  efficacy,  which  cannot  be  described. 

These  instructions,  and  these  motives,  he  has  also  caused  to  be 
written  with  the  unerring  hand  of  his  own  Spirit.  The  book,  in 
which  they  arc  contained,  is  thus  rendered  every  day,  and  in  eve- 
ry place,  a  certain,  standing  guide  ;  a  closet  monitor,  a  perpetual 
preacher  of  righteousness  ;  a  visitor  at  the  daily  board  ;  a  com- 
panion in  every  walk,  and  in  every  solitude. 

To  render  its  monitions  and  counsels  effectual  to  our  salvation, 
he  has  sent  his  own  divine  Spirit  into  the  world,  to  convince  us  of 
sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment  ;  to  incline  us  to  hear  and 
to  obey,  to  be  wise  and  to  be  safe  ;  to  preserve,  comfort,  quicken 
and  direct  us  in  pur  wanderings,  doubts  and  dangers  ;  and  to  con- 
duct us  in  the  end  to  his  house  and  family  in  the  heavens. 

To  these  things  he  has  added  his  oxen  perfect  Example,  as  a 
complete  pattern  of  righteousness  for  our  imitation  ;  and  a  glori- 
ous combination  of  motives  for  our  encouragement  and  support. 
He  has  thus  taught  us  how  to. live,  and  how  to  die  ;  how  to  please 
God,  and  how  to  gain  a  blessed  immortality.  He  has  taught  us 
in  what  manner  we  may  resist  temptation,  grow  in  grace,  and  in 
favour  with  God  and  man  ;  and  in  the  end  become  meet  to  be  par- 
takers, with  him,  in  the  inheritance,  which  is  undefled  andfadeth  not 
away. 

Finally,  to  remove  all  our  doubts  and  fears,  and  to  seal  the 
truth  and  certainty  of  every  thing  which  he  has  taught  and  pro- 
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mised,  and  of  every  thing  which  he  has  undertaken  or  done,  he 
has  vuluntanlij  ascended  the  cross,  and  poured  oat  his  blood  on  the 
accursed  tree.  In  this  amazini^  traiisaction,  he  has  placed  on  his 
instructions,  and  conduct,  the  stamp  of  intinit),  the  seal  of  a  God. 

REMARKS. 

From  these  observations,  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  place  the 
doctrine  beyond  debate,  we  can  scarcely  fail  to  remark  in  the 

1st  place,  The  very  different  views,  which  men  and  Angels  have 
entertained  of  the  character  and  mediation  of  Christ,  as  expressed  in 
their  different  trtatment  of  this  glorious  person. 

When  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  was  about  to  appear  in  this 
guilty  world,  Gabriel  descended  from  heaven,  to  announce  his 
advent  to  ZarAar/a5  ;  and  came,  a  second  time,  to  declare  the 
same  glad  tidings  to  his  mother  Mary.  His  actual  birth  an  An- 
gel published  with  peculiar  exultation  to  the  Bethlehem,  shep- 
herds; and,  in  connection  with  a  choir  of  his  dignified  compan- 
ions, sung  his  natal  hymn,  and  the  goodness  and  glory  of  God  dis- 
played in  his  mission,  as  they  rose  to  the  heavens.  After  his 
temptation  was  ended,  a  band  of  these  celestial  beings  appeared, 
again,  to  minister  to  his  wants,  and  to  receive  his  commands.  In 
the  garden  o(  Gethsemane,  one  of  their  number  came,  to  strength- 
en him,  under  his  agony,  charged,  as  there  is  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve, with  a  message  from  on  high.  An  Angel  rolled  away  the 
stone  from  his  sepulchre,  whose  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and 
at  whose  presence  the  earth  trembled,  and  the  Roman  guards 
became  as  dead  men.  Two  Angels,  humbly  seated  in  his  tomb, 
announced  his  resurrection  to  his  desponding  followers.  Two 
Angels,  in  shining  garments,  comforted  and  instructed  them  again, 
when  he  made  his  fitial  ascension  to  the  right  hand  of  God.  An- 
gels repeatedly  appeared  to  protect.  relie\e  and  guide,  his  disci- 
ples, in  the  progress  of  their  arduous  ministry.  The  same  hea- 
venly messengers  taught  St.  John  the  glorious  things,  which  the 
Apocalypse  discloses  concerning  all  the  following  ages  of  time. 
Throughout  the  whole  midtitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  exquisite 
joy  has  been  diffused  by  every  victory  of  the  Cross,  over  ignor- 
ance, sorrow,  and  sin ;  and  the  repentance  of  one  returning  sinner 
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has  excited  over  all  the  great  world  of  happiness,  more  transport 
and  higher  praise  than  the  continuance  o{ ninety-nine  just  persons, 
zoho  needed  no  repentance,  in  their  obedience  to  God. 

How  unlike  this  has  been  the  conduct  of  men  towards  the  same 
exalted  person  ?  When  he  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  his  only  man- 
sion was  a  stable;  his  only  cradle  wa?  a  manger.  When  he  was 
less  than  two  years  old,  a  man  sought  his  life  with  such  eagerness, 
that  to  secure  his  destruction,  he  murdered  every  infant  of  that 
age  in  the  city  in  which  he  was  born.  When  he  came  forth  to  his 
public  ministry,  although  declared  by  the  visible  descent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  upon  him,  and  the  audible  voice  of  the  Almighty,  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  mankind  :  he  was  still  de- 
nied, rejected,  and  persecuted,  from  place  to  place  ;  and,  with  a 
poverty  singular  and  excessive,  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head. 
His  whole  life  was  spent  in  a  course  of  the  most  sublime  virtue, 
and  in  performing  actions  equally  wonderful  and  beneficent ;  yet 
lie  was  hated,  calumniated,  and  devoted  to  death,  on  multiplied 
occasions,  by  the  arts  and  efforts  of  the  guilty,  ruiried  beings, 
■whom  he  came  to  save.  By  these  guilty  beings,  his  own  coun- 
trymen and  kindred,  he  was  betrayed,  falsely  accused,  and  cause- 
lessly condemned,  nailed  to  the  cross,  and  consigned  to  the 
grave. 

With  the  same  spirit  have  men,  in  every  succeeding  age,  con- 
tinually crucified  him  afresh,  accounting  the  blood  of  the  covenant, 
zoherewith  he  was  sanctified,  an  nnholy  thing,  and  done  despite  to 
the  Spirit  of  Grace,  whom  he  sent  into  the  world,  to  carry  into 
execution  the  benevolent  design  of  his  life  and  death.  In  every 
age,  and  in  every  land,  he  has  been  disbelieved,  denied,  rejected, 
and  followed  with  scorn  and  derision,  with  hatred  and  persecu- 
tion. His  truth  has  been  stained  with  every  slander,  and  mocked 
with  every  insult.  While  angels,  stooping  down  from  heaven, 
have  eagerly  desired  to  look  into  the  things,  pertaining  to  his  me- 
diation ;  human  philosophy  has  been  employed  in  coldly  inves- 
tigating, and  roundly  denying,  their  truth,  reasonableness  and 
probability;  in  decrying  their  wisdom,  and  excellency;  and  in 
preferring,  without  a  blush,  heathen  idolaters,  and  infidel  sophists, 
debauchees,  and  villains,  to  the  perfect  Redeemer.  While  the 
providence  of  God  has  been  employed  in  preserving  and  building 
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up  the  church,  formed  of  his  followers,  human  power  and  profliga- 
cy have  dislocated  them  on  the  rack,  broken  them  on  the  wheel, 
and  roasted  them  at  the  stake  ;  turned  the  house  of  God  into  a 
field  of  blood,  and  converted  his  altar  into  a  catacomb.  Chris- 
tianity was  ushered  into  this  bloody  world  on  the  hill  of  Calvary  ; 
and  commenced  its  progress  on  the  cross.  Accursed  Jews,  iron- 
hearted  Pharisees  and  Sadducees,  with  a  Pilate  died  in  blood  at 
their  head,  began  the  crimson  career.  Pharisees,  Sudducees,  and 
Pilatfs,  have  in  every  country,  and  in  every  succeeding  age,  been 
their  numerous  progeny.  The  world  has  become  one  vast  Cal- 
vary ;  and  crucilixion,  torture,  and  death,  have  been  the  common 
work,  the  rage,  the  sport,  of  the  race  of  Adam.  Such  has  been 
the  conduct  of  Ajigels  ;  such  the  conduct  of  men  ;  and  such  their 
different  views  of  Christ,  and  his  Redemption. 

2d]y.  We  learn  from  the  observations,  made  on  the  doctrine,  the 
disposition^  with  which  these  tidings  ought  to  be  received  by  mankind: 
viz.  the  same,  with  which  they  were  published  by  the  Angel. 

That  the  Angel,  who  brought  these  tidings,  understood  their 
true  nature  and  import,  will  not  be  questioned;  nor  will  it  be 
doubted,  that  he  disclosed  his  real  views  of  them  to  the  shep- 
herds. His  declaration  might,  therefore,  well  suffice  to  satisfy  us, 
that  they  are  tidings  of  great  joy.  But  we  are  not  compelled 
to  rest  on  his  decision  only,  nor  to  be  governed  merely  by 
his  views,  or  those  of  his  illustrious  companions.  The  nature  of 
the  message,  and  the  circumstances  which  attended  it,  will  amply 
determine  the  truth  of  the  assertion. 

The  tidings,  which  this  glorious  person  published,  and  which 
his  companions  repeated  in  their  hymn,  are  tidings  brought  to 
rebels  against  their  Saviour,  and  their  God  ;  apostates,  condemned 
to  misery  and  debasement  supreme,  irremediable,  and  eternal. 
They  are  tidings  of  deliverance  from  this  debasement,  and  this 
ruin  ;  of  their  justification  before  God  at  the  final  trial ;  a  reversal 
of  their  sentence  ;  a  renovation  of  their  character  ;  and  their  rein- 
statement in  all  their  former  privileges,  blessings,  and  hopes. 
They  are  published  to  those,  who  before  had  no  hope  of  deliver- 
ance, and  no  means  of  escape ;  who  neither  knew,  asked,  nor 
wished,  for  safety ;  who  hated  life,  and  loved  death,  who  were 
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despised,  forsaken,   and  friendless,  through   time   and  through 
eternity. 

They  are  tidings  froni  heaven  ;  the  world  of  hope,  of  peace  and 
of  joy  ;  their  proper  home  ;  the  house  of  their  father.  They  are 
tidings  to  prodigals  and  outcasts ;  who  were  destined  to  wander 
forever ;  who  had  no  place  of  rest,  where  they  might  lay  their 
heads.  They  are  tidings  from  God,  the  parent,  the  Saviour,  whom 
they  had  offended  ;  and  to  whom  it  was  their  infinite  interest  to 
be  reunited.  They  are  tidings  of  renewed  holiness  to  beings 
given  over  to  endless  sin  ;  of  peace  and  reconciliation  to  beings 
consigned  to  eternal  alienation ;  and  of  immortal  life  to  beings 
sentenced  to  die  forever.  They  are  tidings,  which  communicate 
the  happiest  and  easiest  terms,  on  which  these  blessings  may  be 
had  ;  unfold  the  means,  by  which  they  may  be  certainly  attained  ; 
and  present  the  motives,  which,  with  infinite  force,  allure  and 
urge  to  the  attainment. 

They  are  published  to  a  great  world  in  ruins  ;  and  proclaim  its 
restoration  to  hope  and  to  happiness.     They  convey  the  richest 
blessings  in  the  gift  of  Jehovah  to  this  ruined  world.     Of  the 
communication  of  these  blessings,  or  any  other,  to  such  a  world, 
heaven  had  utterly  despaired  ;  and  heard  the  voice,  which  first  an- 
nounced them  with  universal  wonder,  ecstasy,  and  praise.     All 
Jier  regions   rung  with  gratulation,  and   resounded  blessing,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that   sitteth  upon  the 
Throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.     Not  one  sinner, 
merely,  was  now  beheld  as  repenting  and  returning,  but  a  world 
of  sinners.     The  regions  of  immortality  were  now  to  be  peopled 
by  creatures  of  this  new  and  unexpected  character  ;  and  everlast- 
ing joy  was  seen  to  be  extended  by  the  future  arrival  of  these  extra- 
ordinary companions.    The  Saviour,  who  is  announced,  is  the  Sav- 
iour of  men.     Every  child  o(  Adam,  who  hears  the  glorious  news, 
inay  point  to  him,  and  exclaim,  '■'•  This  is  my  Redeemer.     For  my 
deliverance  is  he  come.     For  me  he  became  incarnate,  lived,  and 
died.     For  me  he  rose  again,  and  ascended  to  the  heavens.     To 
wash  away  my  sins  he  poured  out  his  blood.     To  intercede  for  my 
soul  he  stands  before  the  throne.     To  me  he  cries,   '  Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
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rest.'     To  me  he  calls,  '  Buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and 
without  price.'  " 

Who,  with  these  tidings  resounding  in  his  ear,  would  not  exult? 
Who  would  not  join  in  the  angelic  hymn,  Glory  to  God  ni  the  high- 
est ;  and  on  earth  peace  :  Good  will  towards  men  ?  Who  would 
not  feel  and  exclaim,  Though  I  have  been  dead,  yet  I  am  alive 
again  ;  though  I  have  been  lost,  yet  am  I  found. 

3dly.  How  strange  and  guilty  must  be  the  disposition  of  him, 
who  will  not  rejoice  in  such  a  Saviour ! 

How  blind  must  he  be  to  his  guilt,  his  condemnation,  and  his 
ruin  ?  How  insensible  to  his  odiousness  and  deformity  ?  How 
torpid  to  the  wrath  of  an  otTended  God,  to  an  approaching  judg- 
ment, to  an  opening  hell  ? 

What  ingratitude  must  defile  his  heart  towards  this  amiable  and 
excellent  person  ?  What  stupidity  must  debase  his  mind,  while 
he  marks  the  condescension,  the  labours,  the  self-denial,  the  suf- 
ferings, of  the  Son  of  God,  which  procured  eternal  life,  for  the 
soul ;  and  is  yet  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  heavenly  charmer, 
charming  him  with  divine  wisdom  and  tenderness,  and  calling  to 
him  to  repent,  and  return,  and  live  ?  How  lost  is  he  to  life,  and 
holiness,  and  happiness.  How  buried  in  the  sleep  of  death,  and 
guilt,  and  woe  ?  How  wise  in  his  own  conceit ;  and  yet  how  bereft 
in  fact  of  reason;  how  poor  and  wretched  a  maniac,  dreaming 
that  his  dungeon  is  a  palace,  his  tatters  robes  of  state,  his  straw 
hat  a  diadem,  and  his  dunghill  a  throne  ;  giving  mock  orders  to  his 
fellow  bedlamites,  and  mistaking  it  for  empire  ;  clanking  his 
chains,  and  calling  it  harmony.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and 
the  ass  his  master'' s  crib,  but  Israel  doth  not  know  /  my  people  doth 
not  consider. 

4thly.  With  what  eagerness,  according  to  this  doctrine,  ought 
mankind  to  embrace  the  offers  of  salvation  !  Let  me  address  this 
remark  immediately  to  my  audience. 

You,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  mankind,  are  sharers  in  all  the  wants, 
dangers  and  miseries,  which  I  have  mentioned.  Your  souls  are 
the  subjects  of  sin  and  guilt,  are  exposed  to  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
infinitely  need  to  be  forgiven,  and  saved,  by  Christ.  The  same 
death  is  hastening  to  summon  you  to  the  future  world  ;  the  same 
grave  is  opening  to  receive  you  ;  the  same  judgment  is  waiting  for 
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your  appearance  ;  the  same  world  of  misery  rejoices  in  your  im- 
penitence and  approach  ;  the  same  dark  and  comfortless  regions 
sigh  for  your  condemnation  •,  the  same  evil  spirits  exult  over  your 
ruin,  and  hail  vi^ith  dreadful  prescience  your  arrival  to  their 
agonies. 

Your  souls  can  never  cease  to  be.  They  may  live  :  if  they  em- 
brace Christ,  they  -will  live :  if  they  reject  him,  they  will  die  for- 
ever. 

Bring  these  things  home  to  your  hearts.  Spare  a  solitary  mo- 
ment from  the  world,  and  sense  and  sin;  and  ponder  soberly  on 
your  situation,  and  your  prospects. 

Without  the  love,  the  atonement,  and  the  intercession  of  Christ, 
how  will  }ou  disarm  death,  and  triumph  over  the  grave?  Who 
will  guide  your  lonely  atid  anxious  steps  through  the  unknown 
world;  sustain  your  hearts  before  the  last  tribunal  ;  acquit  you  of 
your  immeasurable  guilt ;  and  redeem  you  from  endless  darkness, 
and  despair? 

Who  will  conduct  you  to  heaven?  Who  will  provide  for  you 
immortal  good;  support  you  with  self-approbation  and  peace; 
adorn  you  with  beauty  and  excellency;  inspire  you  with  love  5 
improve  and  refine  you  with  wisdom  ;  instamp  on  you  the  glorious 
image  of  God  ;  and  bring  you  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  first- 
born, as  their  eternal  friend  and  companion?  Who  will  unlock 
for  you  the  springs  of  life ;  who  will  feed  you  with  living  bread? 
Who  will  clothe  you  with  unfading  robes  of  Righteousness  ?  Who 
will  fix  you  in  mansions  of  everlasting  joy  ?  Who  in  a  word  will 
be  your  light,  your  portion,  and  your  friend  forever? 
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1  Timothy  vi.  12. 

— hay  hold  on  eternal  life  ;  wherexinto   thou  art  also   called, 

and  hast  prof essed  a  good  prof ession  before  many  witnesses. 

In  this  passage  St.  Paul  exhorts  Timothy  to  lay  hold  on  eternal 
lift',  and  presents  two  powerful  motives  to  engage  him  in  the 
pursuit.  Of  these  the  first  is,  that  he  has  been  called  by  God  to 
take  possession  of  this  glorious  inheritance.  The  call,  here  spoken 
of,  not  only  intends  the  general  invitation  of  the  Gospel,  but  also 
that,  which  by  the  Westminster  Assembly  is  styled  Effectual  calling  : 
the  internal  call  of  the  divine  Spirit.  The  second  is  the  good 
profession,  which  hf  had  professed  before  many  witnesses.  Timo- 
thy had  publicly  professed  the  religion  of  Christ  before  many  wit- 
nesses; thus  declaring,  that  this  was  the  religion  of  his  choice  ;  and 
solemnly  given  himself  up  to  the  Redeemer  as  one  of  his  disci- 
ples. In  the  former  of  these  transactions  God  had  bound  him 
to  seek  eternal  life  :  in  the  latter,  he  had  bound  himself.  More 
powerful  reasons  could  not  be  alleged,  why  he  should  continue  to 
seek  with  unremitted  diligence  and  fervour  this  all  important 
object. 

The  profession,  which  Timothy  had  made  of  the  religion  of  the 
Gospel,  in  this  case,  wdiS  a  public  prof  ession :  for  it  was  made  be- 
fore many  witnesses.  St.  Paul  declares  it  also  to  have  been  a 
good  profession ;  and  in  this,  as  he  spoke  by  inspiration,  could  not 
be  deceived. 

The  same  religion  is  publicly  professed  in  our  churches  :  as  it 
plainly  ought  to  be.     That  the  profession,  when  made,  ought  also 
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to  be  good,  cannot  rationally  be  denied  ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed that  any  other  will  be  acceptable  to  God. 

In  the  following  discourse  it  is  my  design  to  consider  the 
subject  with  sonne  attention.  In  pursuing  this  design  I  shall  con- 
sider, 

I.  What  a  good  profession  of  the  Christian  religion  is, 

II.  fVhat  IS  that  state  of  mind,  in  which  a  profession  may  be 
made. 

I.    What  is  a  good  profession  of  the  Christian  religion  ? 
A  good  profession  of  th  Christian  religion  is,  in  the 
1st  place,  A  declaration   that  we  believe   the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel. 

That  some  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are  fundamental  will  hardly 
be  questioned  by  any  man,  who  believes  the  Gospel  to  be  a  Re- 
velation. Doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are  truths  ;  conformity  to 
which  in  our  hearts  and  lives  will  entitle  us  to  the  favour  of  God. 
Such  as  will  be  condemned  at  the  final  day,  among  those  who 
know  the  Gospel,  we  are  assured,  will  be  condemned  because 
they  obey  not  the  Gospel.  But  it  is  clearly  certain,  that  what  we 
do  not  believe  we  cannot  obey.  No  man's  heart  or  life,  was,  it 
is  presumed,  ever  better  than  it  would  appear  to  be  from  the 
whole  of  the  doctrines,  which  he  believed. 

Among  these  doctrines,  however,  some  are  obviously  of  more 
importance  than  others  ;  and  of  such,  as  possess  this  importance, 
some  are  obviously  essential  to  the  very  nature  of  the  scheme,  of 
■which  they  are  parts.     This  is  true  of  all  systems  of  thought ; 
whatever  ma)  be  their  nature,  or  subject.     Most  evidently  is  it 
true  of  the  Evangelical  system.     There  are  certain  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  on  which  all  the  rest  depend  for  their  whole  importance, 
and  even  for  their  meaning.     If  we  believe  not  these,  we  believe 
not  the  Gospel:  for  without  these  the  Gospel  is  nothing:  if  we 
love  not  these,  we  love  not  the  Gospel :  if  we  obey  not  these,  we 
obey  not  the  Gospel.     If  we  believe  not  these,  it  is  impossible, 
that  we  should  love,  or  obey,  them.     No  truth  was  ever  loved,  or 
obeyed,  until  after  it  was  believed.     And,  as  these   truths  consti- 
tute the  substance  and  marrow  of  the  Gospel,  so,  unless  we  be- 
lieve them,  it  is  impossible   that  the  evangelical   system  should 
have  its  proper  influence  either  on  our  hearts  or  our  lives :  in 
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other  words,  it  is  impossible,  that  we  should  be  true  disciples  of 
our  Redeemer. 

It  will  not  be  doubted,  that  a  man  cannot  be  a  Christian,  unless 
he  believes  the  Gogp«l.  It  is  so  often,  and  so  expressly,  declared 
in  the  Gospel  itself,  that  faith  is  absolutel)  necessary  to  salvation, 
as  to  put  to  flitiht  every  hope  of  obtainitig  it  without  (he  posses- 
sion of  this  attribute.  Who,  after  hearing  these  declarations, 
"  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life,  and  he  that 
believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him,"  can  rationally  expect  to  escape  that  wrath,  or  to 
obtain  that  life,  without  believing  ?  To  believe  on  the  Son  of 
God,  then,  is  essential  to  the  attainment  of  everlasting  life.  But, 
whatever  else  is  included  in  this  faith,  it  certainly  involves  a  spe- 
culative belief  of  the  truths,  which  are  the  immediate  objects  of 
faith.  Without  such  belief  there  can  be  no  faith.  Accordingly 
those  are  declared  to  be  condemned,  universally,  who  believe  not 
the  truth.  Those  also,  who  will  be  finally  saved,  are  declared  to 
be  chosen  to  salvation,  not  only  through  the  sanctijication  of  the 
spirit,  but  also  through  belief  of  the  truth.  Nay,  the  truth  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  essential  means  of  sanctitication.  "  Sanctify 
them,"  says  our  Saviour  in  his  intercessory  prajer,  "  by  thy  truth. 
Thy  word  is  truth." 

Among  the  truths,  which  are  essential  to  the  system  of  the  Gos- 
pel, those,  which  together  constitute  the  character  of  Christ,  are 
undoubtedly  of  primary  importance.  "  If  ye  believe  not  that 
1  am  he,"  says  our  Saviour  to  the  Jews,  "  ye  shall  die  in  your 
sins."  "  He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned,  but  he  that 
believeth  not  is  condemned  already."  "  Whoso  believeth  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  whosoever  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  is  born  of  God." 

To  believe  in  Christ  is  undoubtedly  to  believe  in  his  true 
character;  his  nature,  his  offices,  and  his  actions.  In  other 
words,  it  is  to  believe  that  he  is  what  he  really  is.  that  he  has  done 
what  he  has  really  done,  and  that  he  ha?  said  what  he  has  really 
said.  All  this,  so  far  as  it  can  be  known  by  us,  or  be  an  object  of 
our  faith,  is  declared  in  the  Scriptures.  To  believe,  then, 
in  the  declarations  of  Scripture  concerning  Christ  is  to  be- 
lieve  in  his  character,  offices,  and  actions.     But  to  believe  the 
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declarations  of  the  Scripture  is  to  believe  their  true  meaning;  for 
the  words,  independently  of  their  meaning,  are  nothing:  and,  if 
we  substitute  a  meaning  for  the  true  one ;  we  believe  not  the 
Scriptures,  but  ourselves;  not  their  meaning,  but  our  own;  not  a 
declaration  of  God,  but  a  declaration  of  man.  put  in  its  place. 
To  believe  in  the  true  meaning  of  the  Scriptural  declarations 
concerning  Christ  is,  then,  to  believe  the  true  character,  offices, 
and  actions,  of  Christ. 

What  this  meaning  is  in  most  cases  cannot  be  lawfully,  nor  inno- 
cently, mistaken.  In  almost  all  instances  these  declarations  were 
addressed  to  the  great  body  of  mankind,  and  were  intended  to  be 
understood  by  them.  They  are  written,  not  in  words,  which  man'^s 
7oisdom  teacheth,  but  in  words,  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth y 
and,  therefore,  the  best  of  all  words.  Hence  it  is  certain,  that 
their  obvious  meaning  is  the  true  one,  for  these  plain  and  un- 
answerable reasons  :  that  those,  to  whom  they  are  addressed, 
cannot  possibly  lind  out  any  other;  and  it  is  equally  impossible 
that  God  should  have  so  written  his  word,  as  that  those,  to  whom 
it  is  especially  addressed,  should,  when  faithfully  employed  in 
examining  it,  be  necessarily  perplexed,  and  deceived. 

When,  theiefore,  we  find  these  declarations  in  the  Scriptures: 
"Christ  is  God  over  all  things,  and  blessed  forever;"  "This  is 
the  true  God,  and  eternal  life;"  "  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our 
sins;"  we  cannot  innocently  refuse  to  believe,  that  he  is  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  the  true  God,  and  God  over  all  things. 
These  things  are  plainly  a  part,  and  an  essential  part,  of  the 
character,  and  offices,  of  Christ ;  and  to  believe  them  is  essential 
to  the  faith,  by  wliich  we  must  be  saved. 

It  is  not  intended  here,  that  the  simple  assent  of  the  understand- 
ing to  these  or  to  any  other  propositions,  is  the  saving  faith  of  the 
Gospel.  "  With  the  heart,"  and  with  the  heart  only,  I  am  well 
aware,  that  "  man  believeth  unto  righteousness."  But  the  belief 
which  I  have  specified  is  essential  to  that  of  the  heart,  and  to  the 
righteousness,  of  which  it  is  the  source.  '•  The  words,  which  1  speak 
unto  you,"  saith  our  Saviour,  '•  they  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life." 

What  is  true  of  the  declarations,  which  I  have  mentioned,  is 
equally  true  of  many  others.  It  will  be  easily  seen  to  be  impossi- 
ble for  me,  on  this  occasion,  to  enlarge  upon  them.     1  will,  how- 
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ever,  barely  recite  a  few.  "  Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."  "  That  which  is  born  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh  :  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit."  "  Not  by 
works  of  righteousness,  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his 
mercy,  he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the' 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  "  A  man  is  not  justified  by  works 
of  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ."  "  By  grace  are  ye 
saved,  through  faith ;  and  that,  not  of  yourselves  :  it  is  the  gift  of 
God."  "  Except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish." 
•'  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God."  "  Without  holi- 
ness no  man  shall  see  the  Lord." 

All  these  declarations  carry  their  own  importance  with  them. 
All  of  them  have  an  obvious  meaning.  In  that  meaning  we  are 
bound  to  receive  them.  If  we  do  not.  we  certainly  do  not  receive 
the  Gospel  :  for  the  declarations,  which  I  have  recited,  are  the 
substance  of  the  Gospel. 

To  give  a  strong  example  of  the  contrary  mode  of  managing 
with  the  Scriptures,  Mr.  B<Uham,  one  of  the  principal  Unitarians 
in  Great  Britain,  says,  that  "  Christ,  after  having  given  sufficient 
proofs  of  his  resurrection,  was  in  a  miraculous  manner  withdrawn 
from  their  society  :  which  is  described  as  an  ascension  into 
heaven:"  and  again,  'Jesus  is  indeed  now  alive ;  but  we  are 
totally  ignorant  of  the  place,  wheie  he  resides,  and  of  the  occupa- 
tions, in  which  he  is  engaged."  St.  JV/arA;,  however,  says,  "After 
the  Lord  had  spoken"  unto  the  aposdes, "  he  was  received  up  into 
heaven,  and  sat  on  the  right  hand  of  God."  St,  Peter  says  of  him, 
"  Whom  the  heaven  must  receive,  until  the  times  of  the  restitu- 
tion of  all  things  :"  St.  Paul,  that,  "when  Christ  had  by  him- 
self purged  our  sins,  he  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty 
on  high."  Christ  says  of  himself,  "  I  overcame,  and  am  set  down 
with  my  Father  in  his  throne."  St.  Paul  says,  that  one  of  his 
employments  is  to  uphold  all  things  by  the  word  oj"  his  power  ^ 
another,  to  be  over  all  things,  or  universally  to  rule.  St.  John 
says,  that  one  of  his  occupations  is  to  smite  the  nations  for 
their  sins;  another,  to  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron^  anoth- 
er, to  be  the  light  of  heaven,  or  the  great  source  of  knowledge 
to  its  inhabitants;  another,  to /ee<?  his  children  with  ^Ae  bread  of 
life,  and  to  lead  theimmto  fountains  of  living  waters. 
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Non'  it  is  plain  from  the  words  of  Mr.  Belshani,  which  have 
hecn  recited,  that  he  beheved  none  of  these  Scriptural  declara- 
tions in  their  obvious  meaning :  a  meaning  as  obvious,  let  it  be 
observed,  as  that  of  any  words  in  any  lanuuage  whatever;  a  mean- 
ing so  obvious,  that  it  cannot  be  rejected  without  a  violence,  done 
by  no  sober  commentator  to  any  other  book.  To  believe,  as  Mr. 
Belsham  believes,  is  not  to  believe  the  Scriptures,  but  himself. 
The  Scriptures  actually  tell  us  where  Jesus  ts,  and  what  are  his 
occupations;  that  he  ascended  into  heaven;  that  he  resides  in 
heaven  ;  that  he  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  God  on  the  throne  of  the 
Universe  ;  that  he  will  continue  there  till  the  times  of  the  restitu- 
tion of  all  things  ;  that  he  upholds  all  things ;  that  he  rules 
all  things,  and  performs  whatever  else  I  have  recited  from 
the  Sacred  canon. 

I  have  elsewhere  shown,  that  a  profession  of  religion  is  an  im- 
portant duty  of  Christians.  In  such  a  profession  these  essential 
doctrines  of  the  Scriptures  are  included.  The  whole  amount  of 
any  profession  is  no  other  than  a  solemn  declaration  of  our  faith  in 
the  Scriptural  doctrines,  and  our  design  to  obey  them.  Without  a 
profession  of  the  doctrines,  therefore,  our  design  to  obey  them 
cannot  be  disclosed,  or  professed ;  because  it  cannot  be  known 
what  are  the  doctrines,  which  we  intend  to  obey.  In  this  case 
our  profession  will  of  course  be  radically  defective.  St.  John  ac- 
cordingly speaks  of  professing  our  belief  in  the  character  of 
Christ  as  being  the  whole  amount  of  our  duty  in  this  respect. 
"  Every  spirit,  that  confesseth,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the 
flesh,  is  of  God."  And  again,  "  Whosoever  shall  confess,'  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  God." 
On  the  contrary,  "  He  that  confesseth  not,  that  Jesus  is  come  in 
the  flesh,  is  not  of  God  :  and  this  is  that  spirit  of  Antichrist,  where- 
of ye  have  heard  that  it  should  come  ;  and  even  now  already  is  it 
in  the  world." 

To  confess,  or  profess,  our  belief,  that  Christ  came  in  the  flesh  is 
to  confess,  that  he  voluntarily  assumed  the  flesh,  or  the  nature  of 
man  ;  and  that,  therefore,  he  existed  before  he  took  upon  him 
this  nature.  The  declaration  is  exactly  equivalent  to  that  o(  St. 
Paul,  "  Verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  Angels,  but  he 
look  on  him  the  seed  of  Abraham."     This  is  perfectly  evident 
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from  the  absurdity  of  applying  this  phraseology  to  a  man.  To 
say  that  Adam,  Abraham,  or  Moses,  came  in  the  flesh  would  be  to 
utter  unintelligible  nonsense.  But  to  say  this  of  Christ  is  the 
same  as  to  say,  that,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thinking  it  no 
robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  he  emptied  him^ielf ;  taking  upon  him- 
self the  form  of  a  servant,  and  being  born  in  the  likeness  of  men. 

To  profess  our  belief,  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God  is  to  con- 
fess, that  he  is  all,  which  this  phraseology  is  customarily  employ- 
ed in  the  Scriptures  to  denote.  That  he  is  the  brightness  of  his 
glory,  the  Xapaxrr,?  u^otfrarfsw^,  the  exact  counterpart  of  his 
substance  ;  That  he  upholds  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  porv- 
er  ;  Tha.t  by  himself  he  purged  our  sins  ;  and  that /te  sat  down  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high.  Of  him,  that  makes  such 
a  profession,  St.  John  says,  "  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in 
God." 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  English  words,  profess,  and 
confess,  are  translations  of  the  same  word,  ojaoXoysw. 

2dly.  Agoodprofession  of  the  Christian  Religion  is,  also,  a  pro- 
fession of  the  Christian  character. 

The  christian  character  consists  oi  those  affections,  and  that  con- 
duct, which  constitute  what  is  called  vital  Religion  :  in  other  words 
obedience  of  the  heart,  and  conformity  of  the  life,  to  the  doctrines 
and  precepts  of  the  Gospel. 

It  is  plainly  to  no  purpose,  which  will  finally  be  useful  to  our- 
selves, that  we  believe,  in  the  most  undoubting  speculative  man- 
ner, the  doctrines  of  Revelation ;  or  that  we  profess  this  belief 
before  mankind,  even  with  absolute  sincerity,  if  we  stop  here  ;  if 
these  doctrines  have  no  practical  influence  on  our  hearts,  and 
lives.  The  religion  of  the  heart  and  life,  is  that,  and  that  only, 
which  answers  the  demands  of  the  Gospel.  "  Then,"  says 
Christ,  "  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed,  if  ye  continue  in  my  word," 
John  viii.  31.  And  again.  "  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified, 
that  ye  bear  much  fruit :  so  shall  ye  be  my  disciples,"  John  xv. 
8.  And  again.  "  He  that  hath  my  commandments,  and  keep- 
eth  them,  he  it  is,  that  loveth  me  :  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be 
loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  will  manifest  my- 
self to  him,"  John  xiv.  21.  And  again.  "  Ye  are  my  friends, 
if  ye  do  whatsoever  !  command  yon,"  John  xv.  14-     Passage? 
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to  the  same  purpose  are  found  every  where  throughout  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  whele  tenour  of  them  all  is  to  prove,  that  he  who 
heareth  the  sayings  of  Christ,  and  doeth  them,  builds  upon  a  ruck, 
and  shall  never  be  moved  ;  and  that  he,  zvho  heareth  these  sayings, 
ayid  doeth  them  not,  builds  upon  the  sand,  and  shall  be  finally  over- 
throzvn  with  an  irremediable  destruction. 

In  a  good  profession  of  Christianity  it  is  indispensable,  that  the 
character,  which  we  profess,  should  be  Evangelical:  that  is,  the 
things  professed  should  all  be  such,  as  are  unfolded,  and  required, 
in  the  Gospel,  as  the  true  and  proper  character  of  Christians. 
In  addition  to  the  system  of  truths,  which  we  declare  ourselves  to 
believe,  it  is  indispensable,  that  we  profess  also  their  influence  on 
our  hearts,  and  lives.  No  other  character  is  in  the  Gospel  un- 
folded, and  required,  as  that  of  the  Christian.  "  If  any  be  a  hear- 
er of  the  word,"  says  St.  James,  "  and  not  a  doer,  he  is  like  unto 
a  man,  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a  glass  :  for  he  beholdeth 
himself,  and  goeth  away,  and  slraightw  ;y  forgetteth  what  manner 
of  man  he  was.  But  whoso  looketh  into  the  perfect  law  of  liber- 
ty, and  continueth  therein,  he.  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a 
doer  of  the  word,  this  man  shall  be  blessed  in  his  deed."  No 
other  religion  but  this  is  vital.  "  This  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we 
keep  his  commandments :"  and  there  is  no  love  of  God,  where  his 
commandments  arc  not  kept. 

It  has  heretofore  been  supposed,  that  Visible  Christianity  was 
all,  which  it  was  necessary  to  profess  in  this  solemn  transaction. 
By  visible  Christianity  is  intended  an  external  conformity  to  the 
precepts  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel ;  the  mere  outside,  the 
mere  garb,  of  real  Christianity.  This  opinion  was  probably 
derived  from  another  ;  viz.  that  the  Sacraments  arc  ordinances  of 
conversion,  and  not  merely  of  edification.  It  seems  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  either  should  have  been  adopted  by  an  intelligent  reader 
of  the  Scriptures;  since,  evidently,  they  do  not  support  it  even  in 
a  distant  manner.  As  this  opinion  is  very  generally  excluded 
from  the  present  system  of  doctrines,  held  in  this  country,  it  will 
be  unnecessary  to  discuss  it  here.  1  shall  only  observe  therefore, 
that,  as  the  members  of  the  churches,  addressed  by  the  Apostles 
in  their  several  Epistles,  are  uniformly  styled  saints,  called,  chosen, 
faithful,  sanctified,  justified,  beloved  of  God.   brethren  of  Christ, 
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members  of  his  body,  and  by  many  other  equivalent  expressions ; 
there  can  be  no  rational  doubt,  that  the  members  of  all  other 
churches  ought  to  possess  the  character,  denoted  by  this  phrase- 
ology, and  that  the  religion  which  they  profess  ought  to  be  the 
vital  religion  of  the  Gospel. 

The  christian  character,  or  the  vital  religion  of  the  Gospel,  is 
in  substance  made  up  oC  Repentance,  Faith,  and  Holiness.  These 
must  be  all  evangelical.  The  repentance  must  be  a  real  hatred 
of  sin;  a  real  loathing  of  our  own  sinful  character  ;  an  ingenuous 
and  godly  sorrow,  that  we  have  offended  God,  violated  his  law,  and 
abused  his  grace;  a  sincere  intention  to  live  a  life  of  new  obedi- 
ence; a  real  conversion  of  soul  to  God;  and  an  earnest  desire  to 
walk  blamelessly  in  all  his  ordinances  and  commandments;  ac- 
companied by  a  voluntary  confession  of  our  guilt,  and  a  humble 
supplication  for  forgiveness. 

The  faith,  professed  here,  is  widely  different  from  that  specula- 
tive belief  of  the  doctrines,  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  on  which 
I  have  so  largely  insisted  under  the  first  head  of  this  discourse. 
The  faith,  of  which  I  now  speak,  is  an  affectionate  confidence  in 
God;  and  peculiarly  in  the  Redeemer;  as  the  only  Saviour,  the 
only  propitiation  for  sin,  the  only  intercessor  for  sinners.  To  the 
belief  of  the  understanding  it  adds  the  affection  of  the  heart;  and 
with  exact  precision  is  styled  trust  or  confidence  ;  by  the  former 
of  which  names  it  is  extensively  designated  in  the  Scriptures. 
This  is  what  is  appropriately  called  Evangelical,  or  Justifying  faith  ; 
and  by  every  good  man  is  exercised  towards  all  the  doctrines, 
precepts,  promises,  and  invitations,  of  the  sacred  canon,  as  well 
as  toward  the  offices  of  Christ,  and  the  character  of  God, 

Holiness  is  the  love  of  God,  and  of  mankind,  disinterested,  not 
selfish,  love  ;  the  obedience  of  the  two  great  commands  of  the 
moral  law,  together  with  that  self  denial  which  it  involves,  styled 
by  St.  Paul  the  denial  of  ungodliness  and  ivorldly  lusts  ;  and  a  life 
conformed  to  the  dictates  of  these  principles,  styled  by  the  same 
Apostle,  living  soberly,  and  righteously,  and  godly  in  the  world. 
These  are  the  attributes,  and  these  the  actions,  which  form  the 
christian  chaiacter;  the  attributes  of  which  we  declare  ourselves 
to  ke   the  subjects,  the   actions    which   we  declare  our  sincere 
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and  fixed  intention  to  perform,  when  we  make  the  good  pro- 
fession. 

3dly.  Jl  good  profession  involves  Sincerity » 
By  this  it  is  intended,  that,  when  we  profess  that  we  believe 
the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  sustain  the  character  of  Christians; 
roe  should  mean  exactly  lahat  we  say.     The  reasonableness  of  this 
position  will,  I  presume,  not  be  questioned.     No  sober  man  will 
doubt,  that  God  desircth  truth  in  the  inzvard  parts  ;  or  that  he  seeih., 
not  as  man  seeth,  but  looketh  on  the  heart.     On  this  subject  I  have 
conversed  with  a  multitude  of  persons,    offering  themselves  as 
candidates  for  admission  into  the  Christian  church  ;  and,  so  far  as 
J  remember,  not  one  of  the  number  ever  doubted  at  all  the  abso- 
lute obligation  of  making  this  profession  with  entire    sincerity. 
It  has  been  the  practice  of  some  ministers,  and  churches,  in  this 
country  to    admit  persons    to    a  profession   of  Religion,  for  the 
purpose    of  obtaining   Baptism  for   their   children.      In   this  case 
the    professor    entered    into    the     same    covenant,  which    was 
entered  into  by    all  others  5  engaging   to   walk  faithfully  in  all 
the   commandments,   and    ordinances   of  the   Lord.     Among  these 
ordinances  one  of  high  import  is  the  Lord's  supper.     Yet  it  was 
the  professed   intention  of  the  candidate,  at  this  very  time,  not 
to  attend  upon  that  ordinance.     In   addition   to  this,  it   was  his 
declared  apprehension  that  at  the  very  time  of  making  his  profes- 
sion he  was  not  a  Christian,  and  therefore  was  not  at  all  disposed  to 
walk  in  any   of   the  commandments,  or  ordinances,   of  Christ. 
Glaring  as  this  contradiction  was,  both  ministers  and  people  not 
only  countenanced  it,  but   contended    for    it    with   eagerness. 
Here,  it  is  evident,  the  professor  did  not  mean   what  he  said. 
His  sincerity  was  not  that,  which  God  requires.     The  service 
began,  and  ended,  at  the  lips ;  and  had  no  place  in  the  heart. 

It  is  not  enough  to  constitute  the  sincerity  in  question,  that  in 
this  transaction  the  candidate  should  be  what  in  the  technical  divini- 
ty, in  this  country,  has  been  styled  morally  sincere :  that  is,  that 
he  should  really  desire  to  become  a  Christian,  If,  indeed,  he  desires 
to  be  a  Christian  in  one  sense,  a  sense  not  very  unfrequently  in- 
tended, he  is  already  a  Christian  :  that  is,  if  Christianity  appears 
to  his  eve  so  lovely  and  cxcollent.  that  he  desires  it  for  its  own 
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sake.  If  he  desires  to  possess  the  attributes,  and  perform  the 
actions,  of  a  Christian,  because  the  character  seems  dehghtful  to 
his  taste,  he  actually  possesses  the  chajacter,  although  he  does  not 
discern  the  fact.  But  this  is  not  what  is  intended  in  the  case  be- 
fore us.  The  candidate  is  here  supposed  to  desire  this  character- 
only  because  of  the  blebsings  annexed  to  it.  In  other  words,  he 
desires  to  escape  future  punishment,  and  to  obtain  immortal  life. 
But  who  does  not  desire  these  things  ?  Who  would  not  willingly 
be  saved  from  perdition,  and  admitted  to  the  blessings  of  heaven  .' 
If  all  were  to  be  admitted  to  a  profession  of  religion,  who  could 
make  such  a  profession  as  this,  the  Church  would  literally  include 
the  whole  race  of  Adam;  and  the  profession  would  be  summed 
up  in  this  short  sentence,  "  I  wish  to  be  saved."  Happily, 
both  these  schemes  have  nearly  vanished  out  of  this  State ;  and 
appear  to  be  retiring  fast  from  our  country. 

In  the  covenant,  into  which  we  enter  when  we  make  a  profes- 
sion of  Christianity,  we  solemnly  avouch,  thsit  is,  publicly  declare, 
Jehovah  to  be  our  God,  our  Father^  our  Redeemer,  and  our  Sancti- 
fier.  To  make  this  declaration  true,  it  is  indispensable,  that  we 
really  believe  ourselves  to  have  chosen  God  as  our  God  ;  as  our 
Sovereign,  whom  we  sincerely  intend  to  obey  ;  as  the  object  of  our 
supreme  love,  reverence,  and  confidence ;  as  our  chief  good, 
in  whom,  and  from  whom,  we  expect  to  find  our  present  and  eter- 
nal happiness.  At  the  same  time  we  declare  our  reliance  on 
Christ  for  redemption,  and  on  the  Spirit  of  grace  for  sanctification. 
We  also  declare,  that  it  is  our  sincere  wish,  and  design,  to  live 
now,  through  the  grace  of  God,  and  our  real  resolution,  and  en- 
gagement, to  live  hereafter,  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  so  long 
as  we  are  in  the  world.  I  say,  we  declare  these  things,  because,  so 
far  as  I  am  informed,  they  are  the  substance  of  that  profession  of 
religion,  which  is  generally  required,  and  generally  made,  by  the 
great  body  of  Christians,  with  whom  we  are  in  communion, 
throughout  our  land.  Now  it  is  evident,  that,  if  we  do  not  be- 
lieve any  such  wish,  any  such  design,  to  exist  in  our  minds ;  if 
we  do  not  suppose  ourselves  to  have  formed  such  resolutions,  and 
to  enter  into  such  engagements ;  we  cannot  honestly  make  these 
declarations  ;  and  have  not  that  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  which 
God  certainly  requires.     If  we  have  not  chosen  God  as  our  God  : 
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as  our  Father,  our  Redeemer,  and  our  Sanclifier ;  we  cannot,  with 
truth,  avouch  him  to  be  our  God.  Of  course,  we  cannot  declare 
ourselves  to  be  his  children.  In  other  words,  we  cannot  make  a 
good  profession  of  the  religion  of  the  Gospel. 

Let  any  candidate  for  admission  into  the  church  carefully  read 
the  covenant,  in  use  throughout  the  great  body  of  the  churches,  of 
our  communion,  in  this  couiitry,  and  solemnly  consider  its  import. 
If]  am  not  deceived,  he  will  then  see,  that,  in  order  to  mean  in 
his  profession  of  religion  what  the  words  of  this  covenant  obvious- 
ly signify,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  him  to  possess  the 
views  and  affections  of  a  Christian. 

II.  I  shall  now  inquire,  rohat  is  that  state  of  mind,  in  zvkicha  pro- 
fession may  be  made. 

On  this  subject  I  observe, 

1st.  It  is  evident,  that,  if  we  knew  with  certainty  whether  we 
were  Christians  or  not,  we  could  not  conscientioiisly ,  or  lawfully, 
make  a  profession  of  religion,  unless  we  were  Christians,  in  the 
Evangelical  setise. 

In  this  case  it  would  be  perfectly  known  to  us  whether  we 
could  make  the  declarations,  involved  in  a  good  profession,  with 
sincerity,  and  according  to  their  real  meaning  ;  or  not.  There 
could,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  concerning  our  duty,  and  our  quali- 
fications, or  our  want  of  them,  for  perlbrmmg  it.  Every  man 
would  then  know,  that  he  could,  or  that  he  could  not,  make  a 
good  profession ;  and  by  this  knowledge  his  duty  would  be  ex- 
actly pointed  out. 

But,  as  such  knowledge  is  not  in  the  possession  of  the  candi- 
date,  nor,  in  my  view,  attainable  by  him,  some  further  rule  be- 
comes absolutely  necessary  to  direct  us  in  this  important  concern. 
I  observe, therefore, 

2dly.  That  the  state  of  mind,  in  which  a  profession  of  religion 
may  be  lawfully,  aud  Scriptwa/ly  made,  is  n  preponderatitig  per- 
suasion in  our  own  mi^ids,  after  a  diligent  andfiithfid  examination 
of  ourselves,  that  we  can  make  this  profession  with  the  sincerity, 
which  has  been  already  described. 

God  has  required  all  men  to  make  a  profession  of  religion. 
The  command  is  absolute  ;  and  the  duty  of  making  it,  indispen- 
>^ablc.     At  tho  same  time  he  has  required,  that  this  profession 
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should  be  made  with  Christian  sincerity.  In  neglecting  to  make 
this  profession,  in  this  manner,  we  are  continually  guilty  of  dis- 
obedience to  a  known  command.  Jt  will  be  remembered,  that 
the  profession  itself,  ana  the  manner  of  making  it,  are  things  equal- 
ly obligatory. 

As  has  been  observed.  Certainty,  or  Knowledge^  concerning 
our  ability  to  make  this  profession  with  the  sincerity  of  Chris- 
tians, is  not  attainable  by  us,  when  we  become  candidates  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Church.  But  in  every  case  of  duty,  where  cer- 
tainty is  not  attainable,  we  are  bound  to  govern  ourselves  by  the 
commandiyig  Probabilily.  Cases  of  this  nature  are  innumerable; 
and  constitute  almost  all  those,  in  which  we  are  concerned. 
There  would  never  be  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  if  all  candidates 
for  the  Ministry  were  to  defer  their  entrance  into  this  office,  until 
they  knew  with  certainty,  that  they  were  qualified  for  the  duties, 
which  it  involves.  There  would  never  be  a  communicant  in 
the  Christian  Church,  if  all  candidates  for  admission  were  to 
wait,  until  they  knew  with  certainty  their  fitness  to  become  mem- 
bers. Or  if  this  language  should  be  thought  not  precisely  cor- 
I'ect,  it  will  be  suflacient  to  say  that  very  few  persons  would  be 
found  either  in  the  church,  or  the  ministry.  But  this  most  clear- 
ly does  not  at  all  accord  with  the  intentions  of  God  concerning 
the  formation,  and  continuance,  of  the  Church,  and  the  Ministry, 
as  expressed  in  the  Scriptures;  nor  with  the  practice  of  Christ, 
and  his  Apostles,  with  respect  to  this  subject.  A  single  instance 
Avill  be  sufficient  to  elucidate  this  practice.  St.  Paul  writes  to 
the  Corinthians,  (2  Corinthians  xiii.  5.)  "  Examine  yourselves, 
whether  ye  be  in  the  faith.  Prove  your  own  selves.  Know  ye 
not  your  own  selves  ?  how  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye 
be  reprobates?"  "  How  that  Jesus  Chrii-t  is  among  you,  except 
ye  be  unapproved  ?"  These  Corinthians  were  admitted  into  the 
Church  by  the  Apostle  himself;  and  had  all  apparently  given 
what  St.  Peter  calls  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience,  at  their  bap- 
tism. Yet  St.  Paul  teaches  us  irresistibly,  that,  in  their  own 
view,  they  were  only  probably  Christians  ^  and  might  by  a  faithful 
examination  find  themselves  unapproved.  As  .S7.  PauL  under 
the  influence  of  inspiration,  admitted  such  persons  into  the 
Church  :  it  is  unquestionably  right,  that  every  Minister  should  do 
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the  same.  As  such  persons  then  made  a  profession  of  religion, 
under  the  direction  of  inspired  men  5  it  is  certainly  right,  that  the 
same  persons  should  make  the  same  profession  noxv. 

In  this  case,  then,  as  in  almost  all  others,  we  are  to  be  govern- 
ed by  the  commanding  probability. 

This  I  have  styled  a  preponderating  persuasion^  that  we  can 
make  our  prof ession  with  Christian  sincerity.  But  a  mere  prepon- 
derating persuasion  is  not  enough  to  determine  this  point,  ot 
course.  It  is  to  be  a  preponderating  persuasion  in  our  own 
minds,  obtained  hy  a  diligent,  and  faithful  examination.  It  will 
then  be  properly  asked,  What  is  a  diligent,  and  faithful  examina- 
tion ? 

To  this  question  1  answer. 

In  the  first  place.  That  it  consists  in  diligently  searching  the 
Scriptures  for  that  information,  concerning  this  subject,  which  they 
communicate. 

All  the  information,  which  mankind  possess,  or  can  possess,  of 
experimental  religion,  is  derived  originally,  and  solely,  from  the 
Bible.  To  this  fountain  of  instruction,  therefore,  every  man 
must  resort,  who  would  learn,  satisfactorily,  how  to  answer  the 
great  question,  whether  he  is  a  subject  of  religion,  or  not.  What 
the  Scriptures  do  not  contain  ;  what  conclusions  they  do  not 
warrant ;  stand,  in  this  case,  for  nothing.  To  them,  therefore, 
every  inquirer  must  betake  himself  often,  earnestly,  and  faithful- 
ly ;  that  he  may  be  able  to  decide,  so  far  as  it  can  be  decided,  this 
momentous  question. 

Secondly.  In  examining  with  similar  diligence  other  books,  pro- 
fessedly written  on  experimental  religion. 

Wise  and  good  men  have,  in  a  variety  of  instances,  collected 
with  great  industry,  oare,  and  faithfulness,  the  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, which  especially  relate  to  this  subject ;  arranged  them  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  exhibit  their  connection  with  peculiar  ad- 
vantage ;  commented  on  tiicm  with  skill,  and  success ;  and 
shown  their  real  import  with  a  felicity,  unattainable  by  most  oth- 
er men,  without  the  aid  of  their  labours.  To  read  these  books  is 
to  read  the  Scriptures  with  an  advantage,  which  we  could  not 
otherwise  possess ;  and  with  a  degree  of  intelligence,  which  we 
<^r\u\(}  not  otherwise  acquire.     Hero  the  subject  is  presented  by  it- 
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self;  and  without  that  connection  with  other  Scriptural  doc- 
trines, which  we  so  generally  meet  on  the  pages  of  the  Bible  ;  and 
therefore  is  seen  more  clearly,  and  more  comprehensively,  than 
it  otherwise  could  be,  by  such  minds  as  ours. 

Thirdly.  It  consists,  also,  in  such  frequent  and  careful   conver- 
sation with  wise  and  good  men,  as  our  circumstances  may  permit. 

Christians,  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  extensive  experience 
in  practical  religion,  learn  from  that  experience  many  truths  of 
great  importance,  which  can  never  be  derived  from  mere  specu- 
lation. These,  for  want  of  experience,  must  chiefly  be  unknown 
to  the  candidate  ;  and  even  those,  which  he  knows,  will  often 
appear  to  him  in  a  dim  and  doubtful  light,  because  they  are  no- 
velties ;  about  which  his  judgment  is  either  not  formed,  or  not 
settled.  Not  a  little  of  the  evidence,  which  he  will  find,  of  his 
own  Christianity,  and  not  a  little  of  the  comfort,  which  will  flow 
from  it,  must  be  derived  from  the  fact,  that  his  views,  affections, 
and  purposes,  and  the  conduct  to  which  they  prompt,  are  similar  to 
those  of  other  Christians .  From  this  analogy,  if  it  exist,  he  will 
gain  instruction,  comfort,  hope,  and  peace,  not  easily  attainable 
from  any  other  source.  At  the  same  time  these  desirable  Coun- 
sellors will  discover  to  him  his  mistakes ;  lessen  his  false  hopes, 
and  false  fears  ;  and  enable  him  in  difficult  cases  to  distinguish  be- 
tween natural  and  evangelical  affections,  between  enthusiasm 
and  piety. 

Such  counsellors  are,  to  the  inquirer,  living,  practical  Com- 
mentators on  the  Scriptures ;  and  will  point  out  to  him  passages, 
of  high  importance  to  his  case,  which  would  otherwise  escape  his 
attention,  and  the  meaning  of  such  as,  otherwise,  he  might  have 
continued  to  misconstrue,  perhaps  through  life.  They  will  also 
learn  from  him  the  particulars  of  his  own  case  ;  hear,  and  answer, 
the  very  questions,  which  he  wishes  to  propose ;  consider,  and 
remove,  his  peculiar  difficulties ;  and  enable  him  the  better  to 
judge  of  the  whole  subject,  not  in  the  abstract  only,  as  he  must 
find  it  in  books,  but  as  it  is  immediately  applicable  to  himself. 
This  is  a  most  interesting  benefit,  which  he  cannot  obtain  from 
any  other  source. 

Among  these  counsellors,  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  from  their 
extensive  intercourse  with  persons  in  these  circumstances,  and  the 
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superior  knowledge,  which  in  this  manner  they  scarcely  fail  to 
gain  of  experimental  religion,   hold  undoubtedly  the  first  place. 
Fourthly.  It  consists,  also,  in  what  is  appropriately  called  Self- 
examination. 

After  all  that  can  be  done  by  others ;  after  all  that  can  be  gain- 
ed from  books,  even  from  the  Scriptures  themselves ;  the  Applica- 
tion of  the  whole  mass  of  evidence,  acquired  by  the  candidate, 
must  be  made  to  his  own  case  b)  himself.  This  is  the  Task:  here, 
lies  the  difiicidty.  Books,  and  other  men,  may  furnish  him  a 
complete  summary  of  the  evidences  of  personal  piety  ;  and  he 
may  possess  it  without  any  material  error  :  but  they  cannot  make 
the  application  to  his  own  case  with  such  precision,  as  it  demands. 
Books  furnish  it  only  in  the  abstract.  Men,  aided  by  his  inquiries 
and  representations,  may  assist  him,  while  employed  in  making  the 
application  to  himself.  But  after  all,  which  they  may  have  done, 
or  can  do,  the  principal  labour  will  still  remain  ;  and  this  he 
must  do. 

That  he  may  do  it  successfully,  it  will  be  indispensable,  that  he 
become  acquainted   with  his  own  character.     He  must  watch  his 
views,    affections,    purposes,   and  life  ;  must  mark   the   motives, 
which  he  feels,  and  by  which  he  is  governed  :  the   objects,  on 
which  he   loves   to  dwell,  and   which  he  chooses  to  pursue  ;  the 
persons,  with  whom  he  delights  to  converse,  and  whose  characters 
he   regards  with  complacency  ;  the   resolutions  of  reformation, 
which  he  forms,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  executed  ;  and 
the  progress,  which,   upon  the  whole,  he  appears  to  make.     He 
must  examine  diligently,  and,  so  far  as  may  be,  without  partiality, 
the  manner,  in  which  he  regards  God  ;  the  Father,  the  Redeemer, 
the   Holy  Spirit;  the  Scriptures ;  the  Sabbath;  and  the  worship 
of  the  Sanctuary,  the  family,  and  the  closet.     He  must  inquire 
faithfully  concerning  his  obedience  to   all    the  precepts  of  the 
Scriptures  ;  particularly  to  those,  which  require  of  him  the  duties 
of    piety,   and  self-denial  ;    the  estimation,  in   which  he  holds 
Christians  ;  the  estimation,  in   which   he   holds   himself;  his  at- 
tachment to  the  world,  to  sense,  and  sin  ;  his  disposition  to  resist, 
or  yield  to,  temptation ;  his  spirituality ;  his  views  of  heaven ; 
his  disposition  to  lay  up  his  treasure  in  that  glorious  world,  and 
to  converse  with  the  persons,  and  objects,  found  in  its  delightful 
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regions  ;  his  love  of  justice,  truth,  and  kindness  ;  his  performance 
of  the  duties,  which  thej  require  ;  and  his  desire  to  become  a 
blessing  to  those  around  him;  his  zeal  to  promote  the  religion  of 
the  Gospel,  and  the  salvation  of  men ;  his  humility  ;  his  reliance 
on  the  righteousness  of  Christ  for  justification  ;  and  his  depend- 
ence oil  the  free  grace  of  God  for  pardon,  acceptance,  and  eternal 
life.  These  may  serve  as  specimens  of  the  subjects,  on  which 
he  is  to  dwell  ;  and  out  of  which,  he  will  find,  if  he  should  ulti- 
mately find  it,  a  solid  and  evangelical  hope,  that  he  is  a  Christian. 

Fifthly.  To  all  these  must  he  added  constant  and  fervent  Prayer 
to  God,  to  guide  him  aright. 

Prayer  is  the  best  single  mode  of  self-examination.  At  the  same 
time,  nothing  else  will  secure  to  us  the  guidance  of  our  Maker. 
He,  who  would  prosper  in  the  great  duty,  which  has  been  discuss- 
ed, must  ask  faithfully,  and  fervently,  for  the  immediate  blessing 
of  God  upon  all  his  endeavours  :  for  without  this  blessing  they 
will  be  in  vain.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  ask  once,  or  twice,  or 
thrice.  We  must  aslc  continually.  We  must  importune.  We 
must  wrestle.      We  must  pray  always,  and  never  faint. 

Such  are  the  views,  which  1  have  formed  concerning  this  most 
interesting  subiect.  When  it  is  remembered,  that  the  covenant 
into  which  we  enter,  when  we  make  a  profession  of  religion,  is  in 
the  Scriptures  frequently  styled  an  Oath,  that  it  has  all  the  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath  ;  that  the  sub;ect  is  the  most  important,  and  the 
transaction  the  most  solemn,  of  all  those,  with  which  we  are  con- 
cerned on  this  side  of  the  grave  :  I  am  persuaded,  that  my  audi- 
ence will  confess  the  high  import  of  the  duty  itself,  and  realize  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  performing  it,  whenever  it  is  professedly 
performed  ,in  a  faithful  and  Evangelical  manner. 
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.    Acts  v.  38,  39, 

And  now  I  say  unto  you :  refrain  from  these  men,  and  let  them 
alone  :  for  if  this  counsel,  or  this  work,  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to 
nought :  But  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrozo  it,  lest  haply  ye 
be  found  even  to  fight  against  God. 

The  story,  of  which  these  words  are  a  part,  is  summarily  the 
following. 

After  the  remarkable  deaths  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  and  ap- 
parently through  the  solemnity,  and  alarm,  diffused  by  these  aw- 
ful events  throughout  the  multitudes,  who  were  informed  of  it : 
many  converts  were  added  to  the  Lord  by  the  miracles,  and  preach- 
in",  of  the  Apostles.  Nor  was  the  impression  confined  to  the  city 
oi  Jerusalem.  A  great  number  of  persons  from  the  neighbouring 
cities  brought  their  diseased  friends  and  neighbours  to  the  Apos- 
tles. All  these,  together  with  such  as  were  afflicted  in  the  same 
manner,  in  Jerusalem  itself,  were  healed.  The  agitation  became 
general,  and  soon  reached  the  Sanhedrim.  The  High  priest  ac- 
cordingly, summoning  this  body  together,  composed  chiefly  of  the 
licentious,  opulent,  and  voluptuous  sect  of  the  Sadducces,  laid 
violent  hands  upon  the  Apostles,  and  put  them  into  the  common 
prison,  where  the  vilest  malefactors  were  confined.  The  Angel 
of  the  Lord,  however,  opened  the  prison  doors  by  night;  and, 
bringing  them  out,  directed  them  to  go  into  the  temple,  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  the  people  of  Jerusalem.  They  went,  and 
preached,  accordingly. 
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The  next  morning  the  Hig^h  priest  called  together  the  great 
Council  of  the  Jeios ;  and  sent  the  proper  officers,  to  bring  the 
Apostles  before  them.  The  officers  went  to  the  prison  ;  but,  not 
finding  the  Apostles,  returned  to  the  high  priest,  and  told  him, 
that  they  \\d.A  found  the  prison  shut  with  all  safety,  and  the  keepers 
standing  without  before  the  door ;  but  that,  when  they  had  opened 
the  door,  they  found  no  man  within.  This  story  alarmed  the 
Council ;  and  agitated  their  minds  with  a  variety  of  doubts,  and 
fears,  concerning  the  event. 

While  they  were  in  this  situation,  a  person  came,  and  told  them, 
that  the  Apostles  were  in  the  temple,  preaching  to  the  peonle.  Im- 
mediately they  sent  the  officers  again  ;  and  brought  them ;  but 
without  any  violence,  for  fear  of  those,  who  had  assembled  to  hear 
them. 

When  the  Apostles  came  before  the  Council ;  the  High  priest 
imperiously  asked  them,  "  Did  not  we  straitly  command  you, 
that  ye  should  not  teach  in  this  name  ?  and  behold,  ye  have  filled 
Jerusalem  with  your  doctrine,  and  intend  to  bring  this  man's 
blood  upon  us."  To  this  charge  Peter,  and  his  companions, 
firmly  replied.  "  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men. 
The  God  of  our  fathers  hath  raised  up  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew,  and 
hanged  on  a  tree.  Him  halh  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to 
be  a  Prince,  and  a  Saviour;  for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and 
remission  of  sins.  And  we  are  his  witnesses  of  these  things  : 
and  so  is,  also,  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  God  hath  given  to  them 
that  obey  him." 

By  this  information,  St.  Luke  informs  us  ;  they  were  cut  to  the 
heart,  and  took  counsel  to  slay  their  prisoners.  But  Gamaliel,  a 
Pharisee,  a  doctor  of  the  law,  the  instructor  of  St.  Paul,  ai\d  had  in 
reputation  among  all  the  people,  having  commanded  the  Apostles  to 
he  sent  out  of  the  council  chamber  for  a  short  time,  addressed  to 
his  companions  a  series  of  observations,  which  persuaded  them  to 
dismiss  their  prisoners.  They  accordingly  recalled  them ;  and, 
having  ordered  them  to  be  beaten  in  their  presence,  and  charged 
them  to  preach  no  more  in  the  name  of  Christ,  they  let  them  go. 

The  text  is  the  conclusion  of  Gamaliels  address  to  the  Sanhe- 
drim ;  and  is  plainly  the  substance  of  the  whole :  the  observa- 
tions, preceding  it,  being  little  more  than  an  introduction,  and  an 
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illustration,  of  the  sentence,  which  it  contains,  and  of  the  argu- 
ments, by  which  that  sentence  is  here  enforced. 

The  Apostles  were  vigorously  employed  m  preaching  the  Gos- 
pel, and  in  converting  mankind  to  the  religion  of  the  cross.  To 
this  work  the  Sanhedrim  with  an  obstinate  spirit  of  unbelief,  and 
with  the  malevolence,  always  gene'rated  in  the  hearts  of  unbeliev- 
ers, when  seriously  engai^ed  in  resisting  Christianity,  strenuously 
opposed  themselves.  They  hated  the  Redeemer  :  they  hated  the 
Gospel,  which  he  taught :  they  hated  the  religion,  which  the  Gos- 
pel unfolded,  and  which  it  is  the  great  means  of  spreading  among 
mankind.  So  violent  was  their  hatred,  that  they  ordered  the 
Apostles,  for  preaching  this  religion,  to  be  beaten  with  rods  before 
them  in  the  senate  chamber;  forgetting  their  character,  and 
shamelessly  violating  decency,  as  well  as  justice.  Nor  was  this 
all.  From  the  story  of  St.  Luke  it  is  evident,  that  they  were  on 
the  point  of  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  these  excellent 
men  ;  as,  a  little  time  before,  they  had  actually  imbrued  them  in 
the  blood  of  the  Redeemer.  At  the  same  time,  the  Apostles  had 
done  nothing  to  provoke  their  resentment;  nor  interfered  in  any 
of  their  concerns.  Nor  could  the  high  priest  and  his  companions 
charge  them  with  a  single  violation  of  any  law,  either  Jezoish  or 
Roman. 

The  unreasonableness  of  this  conduct  is  palpable  ;  and  it  has 
accordingly  been  reprobated  l)y  men  of  sobriety  in  every  christian 
age,  and  country,  as  being  flagrantly  opposed  to  every  principle 
both  of  righteousness  and  humanity.  We  are  not,  however,  to 
suppose,  thai  it  is  at  all  uncommon.  Christ  foretold  antecedent- 
ly to  his  crucifixion,  that  such  sufferings  from  their  fellow-men 
were  to  constitute  an  important  part  of  their  allotments  in  the 
present  world.  "In  the  world."  said  he,  "ye  shall  have  tribu- 
lation." And  again,  "If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated 
me  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  his  own  :  but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I 
have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you. 
Remember  the  word,  that  I  said  unto  you.  The  servant  is  not  great- 
er than  his  lord.  If  they  have  persecuted  me,  they  will  also  perse- 
cute you  ;  if  they  have  kept  my  saying,  they  will  keep  yours  also." 
What  the  Saviour  thus  taught  to  the  Apostles,  as  their  own  desti- 
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nation,    they  taught  their  converts  universally,  as  theirs.     "  All 
that  will  live  godly,"  says  St.  Paul,  •'  shall   sutTer  persecution," 

In  accordance  with  these  declarations,  both  Christians  and 
Christianity  have  been  resisted  b>  wicked  men  from  the  begin- 
ning:  and  the  resistance  has  been  dictated  b)  the  same  hostility, 
Avith  that,  which  was  exhibited  by  the  Sanhedrim  at  the  t  me 
when  the  text  was  uttered.  Often  has  this  spirit  broken  out  into 
the  most  violent  outrage.  In  the  ten  persecutions  of  the  Church, 
carried  on  by  the  heathen  emperors  of  Rome,  and  in  those,  which 
were  subsequently  inflicted  upon  the  Waldmses,  the  HmsiteSf 
and  the  Protestants,  by  the  papal  empire,  pride,  malice,  and 
cruelty,  satiated  their  violence  in  all  the  modes  of  creating  anguish 
and  agony,  which  ingenuity  could  devise,  or  the  arm  of  power 
execute:  and  the  blood  of  the  unhappy  sutierers  cried  to  heaven 
for  vengeance  in  accents,  which  were  heard,  and  answered.  The 
heathen  i?oma>(  empire  was  deluged  with  slaughter  and  misery; 
and  the  /)a/?a/ dominion  has  been  overturned  by  judgments  still 
more  terrible,  slaughter  more  extensive,  and  sufferings  more  multi- 
plied, and  more  intense. 

Under  the  influence  of  Protestantism,  toleration  has  been  belter 
understood,  and  tirmly  established.  The  rack,  the  wheel,  and  the 
gibbet,  have  ceased  to  be  instruments  of  conversion  :  and  the 
spirits  of  good  men  no  longer  rise  to  heaven  from  the  stake  and 
the  cross.  Piety  is  neither  immured  in  a  dungeon,  nor  driven  into 
exile.  The  christian  may  ofler  up  the  incense  of  his  family,  and 
the  minister,  that  of  his  congregation,  without  trembling  at  the 
approach  of  a  sherifT,  or  anticipating  the  horrors  of  a  prison. 

The  hand  has  now  delivered  over  this  office  to  the  tongue  ; 
and  slander,  ridicule,  and  derision,  have  in  the  work  of  persecu- 
tion succeeded  the  scourge,  and  the  faggot.  The  person  of  the 
christian  is  ordinarily  safe  :  his  porperty  is  safe  :  and  the  warfare  is 
chiefly  carried  on  against  his  good  name,  and  the  feelings  of  his 
heart.  The  gain,  I  acknowledge,  is  real,  and  important.  But  let 
not  those,  by  whom  the  war  is  carried  on,  imagine,  that,  because 
they  have  been  obliged  to  change  their  weapons,  and  with  them 
their  modes  of  attack,  they  have  therefore  changed  their  spirit. 
The  spirit  is  still  the  same :  not  usually  wrought  up,  I  acknow- 
ledge, to  the  same  violence  and  phrenzy ;  but  possessing  the  same 
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malignant  character ;  hostile  to  truth,  to  religion,  to  Christ,  and 
to  God. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  whenever  religion  revives  in  any 
given  place,  and  a  considerable  number  of  persons  appear  to  be 
seeking  the  way  to  heaven,  this  enmitj  to  it  regularly  revives 
also.  The  reason  evidently  is,  that  religion  is  at  such  seasons 
presented  in  a  clearer  and  more  striking  manner  to  the  view  of  its 
enemies.  They  see  more  distinctly  what  is  its  nature  :  and  their 
opposition  is  awakened,  just  as  the  hostility  of  the  human  mind  is 
always  awakened  by  the  sight  of  a  foe.  A  sober  man  would 
naturally  say  to  persons  of  this  cast,  "  Why  do  you  indulge  this 
unkind,  this  malignant,  disposition  against  these  individuals  ? 
They  certainly  do  you  no  harm.  They  are  merely  seeking  their 
own  salvation.  Why  should  they  not  seek  it  ?  If  you  will  not  go 
with  them  to  heaven  ;  you  ought  reasonably  to  permit  them  to  go. 
Their  perdition  can  be  of  no  use  to  you  :  for  yours  certainly  will 
not  be  lightened  by  their  participation." 

To  dissuade  the  members  of  the  present  assembly  from  the  in- 
dulgence of  this  spirit  is  the  design,  with  which  I  have  chosen  the 
text  as  the  theme  of  the  present  discourse.  It  is  my  intention 
especially  to  apply  it  to  the  particular  case,  which  I  have  last 
mentioned  ;  and  to  engage  those,  who  hear  me,  to  shun  all  op- 
position to  the  revival,  and  prevalence,  of  Religion. 

For  this  purpose  I  observe,  in  the 

1st  place.  That  this  spirit  is  exactly  the  same  with  that  of  the 
Sanhedrim. 

This  truth  hardly  needs  to  be  illustrated.  Hatred,  exercised 
by  persons  of  the  same  character,  is  the  same  emotion,  too  ob- 
viously to  admit  of  a  doubt.  Could  we  be  at  a  loss ;  the  eflfectSj 
produced  in  both  cases,  are,  to  a  great  extent,  exactly  the  same. 
The  obloquy,  contempt,  and  ridicule,  thrown  upon  Christ  and 
his  Apostles,  were  in  no  respect  different  from  the  same  things, 
as  they  arc  now  dealt  out  to  Christians.  The  Jews,  to  whom 
Paul  addressed  himself  at  Rome,  said  concerning  the  Christians 
of  that  time:  "  Wc  know,  that  this  Sect  is  every  where  spoken 
against."  Then,  indeed,  the  enemies  of  Religion  were  able  to 
add  violence  to  obloquy,  and  to  torture  the  persons,  and  destroy 
the  lives,  of  those  whom  they  hated,  as  well  as  to  wpund  their 
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good  name.  Were  the  same  power  in  the  hands  of  the  modern 
enemies  of  Christianity  ;  there  is  httle  reason  to  doubt,  that  they 
would  employ  it  in  a  similar  manner. 

But  there  is  probably  not  an  individual  of  this  character,  who, 
whenever  he  reads  the  story  of  the  Jewish  High  priests  and  their 
coadjutors,  does  not  severely  condemn  them  in  his  own  thoughts 
for  their  hostihty,  and  injustice,  to  Christ  and  his  Apostles.  But 
"  thou  art  inexcusable,  O  man  !  whosoever  thou  art  that  judgest ; 
for  wherein  thou  judgest  another  thou  condemnest  thyself :  for 
thou,  that  judgest,  doest  the  same  things  :"  the  same  in  kind, 
though  not  in  degree.  He,  who,  from  reading  the  history  of 
crimes,  particularly  of  injustice,  and  cruelty,  does  not  learn  to 
avoid  them,  but  terminates  his  views  merely  in  censuring  others, 
while  he  practices  the  same  iniquity,  certainly  reads  in  vain. 
Every  such  man,  when  he  is  opposing,  and  maligning,  the  reli- 
gion of  the  Gospel,  or  those  who  profess  it,  or  attempting  to  dis- 
courage others  from  professing  it,  ought  to  say  within  himself,  "  I 
am  one  of  the  progeny  of  Caiaphas  and  the  Jezvish  Sanhedrim.  I 
have  the  same  spirit;  and  am  engaged  in  the  same  work.  All 
the  censures,  which  I  bestow  upon  them,  ought,  of  course,  to  re- 
bound upon  myself." 

2dly.  Both  the  conduct,  and  character,  of  Gamaliel,  as  exhibited 
in  the  text,  plainly  merit  the  highest  commendation. 

Probably  no  person  ever  read  the  story  without  yielding  the 
most  entire  approbation  to  this  distinguished  man.  The  transac- 
tion was  that  of  a  moment :  and  the  speech,  which  he  made,  is 
contained  in  four  sentences.  But  he  has  gained  more  credit  with 
succeeding  ages  than  his  compeers  would  have  acquired  by  acting, 
as  they  really  acted,  during  the  years  of  Methuselah.  This  eve- 
ry one,  who  reads  the  story,  knows.  If,  then,  he  does  not  cherish 
the  same  disposition,  and  act  substantially  in  the  same  manner; 
be  refuses  to  do  what  his  own  conscience  testifies  to  be  right, 
■what  he  knows  to  be  worthy  and  honourable.  Thus  he  follows 
an  example,  which  he  condemns  with  unqualified  reprobation ; 
raid  refuses  to  copy  what  in  the  same  unqualified  manner  he  ap- 
proves.    How  could  he  more  severely  condemn  himself? 

3dly.   This  hostility,  and  all  its  malignant  efforts,  arc  unnecessa- 
ry, and  useless. 
"  voT,.  r.  .  ^.'.'5 
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"  If  this  counsel,  or  this  work,"  said  Gamaliel,  '•  be  of  men,  it 
will  come  to  nought ;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it." 

It  is  unnecessary,  and  useless,  in  the  tirst  place,  hecaxise  Chris- 
iianiiy,   and  Christians,   will  do  no  harm  to  men  of  this  description. 

That  Christians  will  not  be  active  in  doing  injuries  to  such  men, 
they  themselves  perfectly  know.  Such  conduct  would  be  direct- 
ly contradictory  to  all  their  professions  ;  to  the  precepts  of  the 
Scriptures  ;  to  the  example  of  their  Master,  and  his  disciples  ;  and 
to  the  behaviour  of  Christians  at  the  present  time.  All  this  these 
men  perfectly  understand  ;  and  feel,  that  they  are  absolutely  safe 
from  every  injury,  on  the  part  of  Christians. 

Nor  are  they  exposed  to  any  injury  from  Christianity.  All  the 
purposes  of  Christianity  towards  those,  who  are  not  Christians, 
are  fairly  summed  up  in  the  addiess  o( Moses  to  his  father  in  laAV. 
"  We  are  journeying  unto  the  place,  of  which  the  Lord  said,  '  I 
will  give  it  you.'  Come  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  do  thee  good  : 
for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  good  concerning  Israel.  And  it  shall 
be,  if  thou  go  with  us,  yea,  it  shall  be,  that  what  goodness  the 
Lord  shall  do  unto  us,  the  same  will  we  do  unto  thee."  That 
such  is  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  can  be  denied  by  no  person, 
who  reads  the  Gospel :  and  that  such  is  the  spirit  of  those,  who 
profess  themselves  Christians,  in  the  churches  of  this  country, 
can  no  more  be  denied  by  any  person,  who  examines  their  lives 
with  a  moderate  share  of  attention,  and  candour.  Here,  certain- 
ly, there  is  no  foundation  laid  for  hostility,  or  hatred.  Christians 
certainly  believe,  that  Christianity  is  the  tirst  of  all  blessings,  and 
the  best  of  all  characters.  To  wish,  and  to  labour,  that  their  fel- 
low-men may  possess  this  character,  and  obtain  these  blessings, 
is  certainly  benevolent,  and  amiable  ;  and  claims  the  utmost 
good  will  from  all  men.  Even  if  they  are  deceived  in  this  be- 
lief; they  are,  still,  not  the  less  amiable.  The  design  is  equally 
kind  ;  and  the  disposition  equally  commendable.  They  may  be 
pitied  for  their  error;  but  they  cannot  without  the  grossest  injus- 
tice be  regarded  with  hatred. 

Still  less  is  there  any  room  for  animosity  in  the  case,  especially 
under  consideration  :  that,  in  which  persons  arc  merely  seeking 
their  own  salvation,.  That  I  should  become  a  Christian,  or  seek 
t(»  become  a  Christian,  cannot  possibly  do  any  harm  to  my  neigh- 
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hour's  property,  his  reputation,  his  liberty,  his  Ufa,  his  comfort, 
his  family,  or  his  future  well-being.  All  these  are  absolutely  un- 
molested by  me;  and  are  left  just  as  they  were  before.  My 
neighbour  has,  therefore,  no  cause  to  complain  of  me,  or  to  re- 
gard me  with  ill  will.  His  hatred,  if  he  exercise  it,  is  groundless, 
unprovoked,  and  incapable  of  justification. 

Secondly.  If  Christianity   is  a   delusion  ;  a  mere  mistake^  or  a 
mere  contrivance ;  this  opposition  is  unnecessary  and  useless,  be- 
cause the  delusion  will  come  to  nothing  of  itself.     "  If  this  counsel 
or  this  aiorA;,"  said  Gamaliel,  "  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought.^' 

In  this  case  nothing  more  can  be  necessary  than  a  candid,  fair 
exposure  of  the  delusion,  or  the  trick.  Christians  in  this  country 
are  certainly  as  able  to  understand  the  force  of  arguments,  as  anv 
other  body  of  men  ;  and  in  all  other  cases  are  as  ready  to  yield  to 
them.  There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  to  believe,  that  they  would 
not  with  equal  readiness  yield  to  them  in  this.  To  fair  argu- 
ments there  can  never  be  a  reasonable  objection,  let  the  doctrine 
argued  against  be  what  it  may.  Nor,  if  Christianity  be  a  delu* 
sion,  can  there  be  a  single  reason  to  believe,  that  it  is  at  all  more 
incapable  of  being  exposed,  and  disproved,  than  other  delusions. 
Away  is,  therefore,  perfectly  open  in  this  manner,  in  which  reli- 
gion may  be  effectually  resisted,  if  resistance  to  it  can  be  effectual. 
To  this  there  can  be  no  objection. 

But  all  other  modes  of  opposition  to  Christianity  will  be  in 
vain.  Hostility,  in  all  the  forms  of  persecution,  slander,  and  ri- 
dicule, has  been  tried  long,  laboriously,  and  often,  enough  to  con- 
vince the  most  incredulous  mind,  that  it  can  never  accomplish 
this  work.  Occasionally,  it  has  checked  the  progress  of  Religion  : 
at  times  it  has  driven  it  out  of  one  city,  and  country,  to  another : 
and  at  times  it  has  forced  Christians  to  conceal  themselves  from 
the  agents  of  oppression  and  cruelty.  Usually,  it  has  produced 
the  contrary  effects.  The  blood  of  Martyrs  has  been  proverbially 
styled  the  seed  of  the  Church  :  and  a  great  part  of  the  rulers  of 
Christendom  have  become  so  entirely  satisfied  of  this  truth,  that 
they  have  ceased  from  persecuting  their  subjects  on  account  of 
their  religious  opinions,  or  character. 

Slander  also,  and  ridicule,  have  been  completely  tried  for  the 
same  purpose :  and  have  failed  equally  with  the  cross,  and  the 
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faggot.  Infidels  have  exhausted  their  contempt,  their  obloquy, 
and  their  wit,  upon  Christianity  and  Christians ;  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  The  effort  has  been  tried  in  nnany  countries,  for  more 
than  two  centuries,  and  in  every  form,  which  their  ingenuity 
could  devise.  Why  should  it  be  tried  again  ?  The  experiment 
has  certainly  been  made  sufficiently  to  satisfy  malignity  itself,  that 
the  end  can  never  be  accomphshed  in  this  maimer.  Hatred  may, 
indeed,  be  indulged  again  :  but  the  hope  of  success  can  never  be 
rationally  entertained,  i 

Thirdly.  If  the  religion  of  the  Gospel  is  true  ;  all  opposition  to 
it  will  certainly  fail : — "  but  if  H  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrozti 
it.^''  Such  was  the  sentence  of  Gamaliel:  a  sentence  so  obvious, 
that  a  sober  man  must  be  astonished  to  find,  that  it  was  ever 
doubted ;  and  so  solemn,  that  such  a  man  must  be  scarcely  less 
astonished,  that  it  does  not  absolutely  controul  all  human  mea- 
sures, relating  to  this  subject. 

Mankind  never  attempt  to  resist  the  circuit  of  the  seasons; 
to  force  water  up  hill ;  to  controul  the  clouds,  the  winds,  or  the 
waves.  They  never  attempt  to  plough  the  rocks ;  to  level  the 
mountains;  or  to  dry  up  the  rivers.  Why  do  they  not  attempt 
these  things?  It  will  be  answered,  "Because  they  are  plain 
impossibilities."  If  Christianity  be  the  work  of  God  ;  it  will  be 
equally  impossible  to  prevent  it  from  taking  its  own  course,  and 
from  spreading  as  fast,  and  as  far,  as  he  pleases.  Men  can  no 
more  resist  the  hand  of  God  in  one  case  than  in  any  other ;  in  the 
moral,  than  in  the  physical,  world  ;  in  opposing  the  operations  of 
his  Spirit,  than  in  controlling  the  winds,  and  the  waves.  With 
respect  to  all  these  things,  and  to  all  alike,  the  language  of  this 
great  Being  is,  "  I  work ;  and  who  shall  let  it  ?  My  counsel  shall 
stand,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleasure."  How  delirious  then  must 
be  every  expectation  of  success  in  undertaking  to  resist  Chris- 
tianity, if  the  Gospel  be  true. 

From  these  observations  it  is  unanswerably  evident,  that  all  ef- 
forts of  this  nature  must  be  foolish  in  the  extreme,  because  they 
are  so  easily,  and  so  certainly,  foreseen  to  be  fruitless.  But  this 
is  not  all.     For,  in  the 

4th  place,  This  opposition  to  Christianity  is  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerous.     "  Lest  haply  ye  be  found  fighting  against  God.^^     Such 
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was  the  solemn  warning  of  the  distinguished  man,  who  spoke  in 
the  text  to  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim :  a  warning,  published  in  the 
Scriptures,  that  it  might  be  aHdressed  to  ail  other  persons  of  the 
same  dispositions,  to  whom  the  Bible  should  come  ;  and  that  it 
might  by  them  be  beneficially  applied  lo  themselves. 

The  dangerous  nature  of  this  conduct  may  m  some  measure  be 
learned  from  ihe  following  considerations. 

In  the  first  place. 

Every  person,  who  opposes  the  commencement,  or  the  progress,  of 
Religion  in  others,  hardens  his  own  heart. 

All  the  hatred  and  contempt,  which  he  indulges  in  this  case 
will  rest  ultimately  upon  the  Religion  of  the  Gospel.  He  mav 
flatter  himself,  with  many  ingenious  contrivances,  that  his  hostili- 
ty is  directed  only  against  enthusiasm,  extravagance,  and  supersti- 
tion; and  thus  may  endeavour  to  find  justification  for  his  con- 
duct. But  he  will  learn  m  the  end,  and,  if  he  would  honestly 
examine  his  heart  one  hour,  he  would  now  learn,  that  his  hatred 
and  his  contempt,  are  both  pointed  against  Christianity  itself,  and 
not  against  its  counterfeits.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe 
that  contempt  and  hatred,  often  indulged,  become  like  all  other 
passions  habitual  ;  and  of  course  powerful,  and  obstinate.  The 
enemies  of  Christianity,  in  all  preceding  ages,  have  become  re- 
gularly, more  and  more  hostile,  by  all  the  successive  exercises  of 
their  enmity.  We  read  their  history ;  and  are  amazed  to  see 
their  hatred  of  men,  who  had  done  them  no  wrong ;  their  unrea- 
sonableness; their  cruelty  ;  their  renunciation  of  all  human  feel- 
ings ;  their  adamantine  hardness  of  heart ;  and  the  infernal  plea- 
sure, with  which  they  satiated  themselves  on  the  deplorable  suf- 
ferings of  unoli'ending  Christians.  Let  us  not  be  deceived. 
These  men  originally  had  hearts,  as  susceptible  as  ours.  Their 
obduracy  was  the  result  of  their  conduct.  They  themselves  ren- 
dered their  hatred  of  Religion  thus  intense  :  they  shut  their  own 
bowels  against  sympathy  and  tenderness. 

No  emotion  so  soon,  so  easily,  or  so  insensibly,  produces  hard- 
ness of  heart,  as  Contempt.  He,  who  hates  Religion,  may  cease 
to  hate  it;  but  who  wdl  ever  become,  who  will  ever  think  of 
becoming,  what  he  despises  ?  Contempt,  whatever  may  be  the 
person,  or  thing,  towards  which   it  is  directed,  always  flatters  w^ 
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with  a  strong  sense  of  our  own  superiority  in  wisdom  and  good- 
ness. To  persuade  us  from  indulging  an  emotion,  so  gratifying  to 
our  pride,  is  a  Herculean,  and  ordinarily  a  hopeless,  task.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Wisdom  of  God  exclaims  at  the  sight  of  these  men  : 
"  How  long  will  scorners  delight  in  scorning  ;  and  fools  hate  know- 
ledge ?" 

In  this  manner  the  opposers  of  Religion  remove  themselves  far 
from  it.  "  Hearken  unto  me,"  says  God,  "  ye  stout-hearted, 
who  are  far  from  righteousness."  They  hate  it,  they  despise  it, 
more  and  more ;  and  thus  make  their  situation  continually  more 
and  more  dangerous,  until  it  becomes  desperate.  How  melan- 
choly an  employment  is  this  for  a  being,  who  is  advancing  daily 
towards  the  final  judgment ! 

Secondly.  Every  person  of  this  character  daily  provokes  the  anger 
of  God  against  himself. 

If  the  Gospel  is  true  ;  the  establishment  of  the  religion,  which 
it  unfolds,  is  the  chief  end  of  all  the  works  of  God  in  this  lower 
world.  Christ  himself  says,  "  that  he  came  to  seek,  and  lo  save  that 
which  was  lost."  "  There  is  joy  in  heaven,"  says  the  same  glorious 
person,  "  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  more  than  over  nine- 
ty and  nine  just  persons,  who  need  no  repentance."  Christ  died, 
that  sinners  might  become  religious.  The  Spirit  of  grace  came 
into  the  world  to  sanctify  sinners,  that  they  might  become  reli- 
gious.    When  sinners  become  religious,  all  heaven  rejoices. 

Can  it  then  be  believed,  that  God  can  regard  persons,  who  wan- 
tonly oppose  religion  in  others,  and  endeavour  with  hatred  and 
contempt,  with  slander  and  ridicule,  to  prevent  them  from  becom- 
ing religious,  in  any  other  manner,  than  with  indignation,  and  ab- 
horrence. The  Jews,  notwithstanding  their  enormous  guilt  in 
crucifying  their  Saviour,  would  plainly  bave  escaped  the  destruc- 
tion, which  overwhelmed  their  nation,  if  they  had  embraced  the 
religion  of  the  Gospel.  This  we  know,  because  such  of  them,  as 
did  embrace  it,  actually  escaped.  Their  rejection  of  Christianity, 
therefore,  and  the  hostility,  with  which  they  opposed  its  progress, 
became  the  immediate  cause  of  those  wonderful  miseries,  which 
befell  their  nation ;  of  that  tremendous  ruin,  which  our  Saviour 
styles  such,  as  was  not  from  the  beginning  of  time  ;  no,  nor  ever 
shall  be.     Who.  that  reads  the  history  of  this  unparalleled  event. 
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and  considers  the  influence,  which  enmity  to  religion  had  in  pro- 
ducing it,  can  fail  to  tremble  at  the  thought  of  being  found  in  the 
same  ranks  with  these  miserable  workers  of  iniquity  ? 

There  is,  however,  a  consideration  still  more  awful,  if  any  thing 
can  be  more  awful,  than  either  of  these,  which  have  been  mention- 
ed. When  the  Pharisees  charged  our  Saviour  with  casting  out 
demons  by  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  demons  ^  after  refuting  this  in- 
fatuated as  well  as  impious  suggestion,  he  subjoined  to  his  argu- 
ments this  terrible  monition  :  "  Wherefore,  I  say  unto  you,  All 
manner  of  sin,  and  blasphemy,  shall  be  forgiven  unto  men;  but 
(he  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  not  be  forgiven  unto 
men.  And  whosoever  speaketh  a  word  against  the  Son  of  man, 
it  shall  be  forgiven  him  :  but  \\hosoever  speaketh  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  world, 
neither  in  the  world  to  come." 

The  sin,  specified  in  these  declarations,  is  obviously  singled  out, 
as  being  alone  in  the  list  of  human  crimes,  and  as  plainly  standing 
far  aloof  from  every  other.  "  All  m.anner  of  sin,  and  of  blasphe- 
my," says  the  Judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead,  "  shall  be  forgiven 
unto  men  :  but  whosoever  speaketh  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it 
shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  world,  neither  in  the 
world  to  come."  All  other  sins  are  pardonable  :  this  lies  beyond 
the  reach  even  of  infinite  mercy. 

It  is  the  pecuhar  ofilce  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  sanctify  man;  or. 
in  other  words,  to  awaken,  convince,  and  renew  the  soul :  that  is, 
to  communicate  to  it  the  religion  of  the  Gospel.  To  resist  the 
commencement,  and  the  progress,  of  religion  in  our  fellow-men  is, 
therefore,  to  resist  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  his  peculiar 
oftice.  To  speak  evil  of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  reli- 
gion in  the  soul  is  to  speak  evil  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  of  his  pecuhar 
agency;  of  his  appropriate  character:  of  the  great  purpose,  for 
which  he  came  into  the  world.  Of  all  purposes  this  is  the  most 
benevolent,  the  most  glorious,  the  most  godlike.  It  is  no  other, 
than  to  rescue  an  immense  multitude  of  the  human  race  from  end- 
less sin  and  death,  and  to  raise  them  to  immortal  life  and  holiness. 
Compared  with  it,  the  creation  of  the  whole  material  system  is 
nothing.  God,  here,  is  seen  in  his  most  honourable,  and  most 
amiable,  character ;  and  \?  eminent  ly  jealous  for  his  glory,  and  re  - 
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o-ards  all  opposition  made  to  him,  while  engaged  in  this  most 
benevolent  employment,  with  peculiar  abhorrence. 

I  will  not  say,  1  do  not  feel  that  it  can  warrantably  be  said,  nei- 
ther do  I  believe,  that  every  degree  of  opposition  to  this  work  of  the 
divine  Spirit  amounts  to  the  unpardonable  sin  ;  but  that  this  sin  is 
found  somewhere  in  the  progress  of  such  resistance,  and  in  so»^e 
degree  or  other  of  this  evil  speaking,  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt. 
What  is  there,  which  can  be  called  speaking  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  if  speaking  against  his  peculiar,  appropriate,  official  agency 
is  not  of  this  nature  ?  The  reason,  why  this  crime  cannot  be  for- 
given, seems  to  be,  that  it  is  attacking,  and  insulting,  God,  when 
coming  out  to  men  on  the  kindest  of  all  designs ;  with  forgive- 
ness, sanctification,  and  eternal  life,  in  his  hands ;  presenting  him- 
self in  a  character,  singularly  amiable,  and  glorious  ;  and  demand- 
ing of  mankind  their  highest  adoration,  gratitude,  and  praise. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  doing  the  greatest  injury^  in  our  power,  nay, 
the  greatest  of  all  possible  injuries,  to  our  ft  llow-men.  It  is  to  fix 
them  in  obstinate  and  hopeless  sin.  It  is  to  help  them  onward  to 
perdition.  It  is  to  preclude  them  from,  the  attainment  of  holiness. 
It  is  to  rob  them  of  an  interest  in  the  mercy  of  God.  It  is  to  shut 
them  out  of  heaven.  Compared  with  these  things,  what  is  it  to 
plunder  them  of  their  estates  by  fraud,  or  of  their  lives  by  murder? 

Let  every  person,  then,  who  finds  in  himself  the  least  disposi- 
tion to  enter  upon  this  employment,  tremble,  lest  he  be  found 
fiphtins  against  God.  Let  him  shudder,  lest  he  should  even  now 
be  advancing,  lest  he  should  already  have  far  advanced,  towards 
the  perpetration  of  that  sin,  for  which  there  is  no  forgiveness. 
Let  him  remember,  that  his  progress  in  this  dreadful  course  may 
bo  real,  rapid,  and  yet  imperceptible  to  himself.  Sinners  are 
rarely  sensible  of  the  growth  of  their  evil  habits ;  and  never,  of 
the  rapidity,  with  which  they  grow  ;  nor  of  the  guilt,  which  them- 
selves incur  by  indulging  them  ;  nor  of  the  danger,  to  which  they 
are  exposed.  But  neither  the  guilt,  nor  the  danger,  are  on  this 
account  the  less  real,  or  the  less  to  be  dreaded.  How  would  the 
most  stouthearted  person  in  this  assembly  tremble,  if  assured,  that 
the  sentence  of  final  condemnation  was  already  passed  upon  him  ; 
and  that  his  perdition  was  sealed  on  this  side  of  the  grave  ! 

At  the  same  time,  let  those,  who  are  awakened  to  solemn  con- 
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sideration  concerning  the  things  which  belong  to  their  peace,  and 
have  begun  to  remember,  that  they  have  souls,  which  must  either 
be  saved,  or  lost,  beware  how  they  resist  the  merciful  influence  of 
the  same  divine  Agent  in  rousing  them  to  just  thoughts  about  their 
condition,  and  a  rational  concern  for  their  eternal  well  being.  It 
is  a  fearful  thing  to  oppose  the  Spirit  of  God,  thus  graciously  em- 
ployed to  bring  us  to  salvation.  God  is  not  mocked.  If  you  for- 
sake him,  he  will  forsake  you  :  and  you  have  no  right  to  believe, 
that  he  will  ever  return  to  you  again.  Keep  before  your  eyes  the 
parable  of  the  unclean  spirit,  who,  after  he  had  gone  out  of  the  maUy 
and  had  wandered  for  a  season  in  desert  places,  seeking  rest  and 
finding  none,  said  to  himself,  "  I  will  return  to  my  house,  whence  I 
came  out.''''  Accordingly  he  went,  and  found  it  empty,  swept,  and 
garnished.  Then  he  took  seven  other  spirits,  worse  than  himself, 
and  entered  with  them  into  the  soul  of  the  miserable  wretch, 
from  whom  he  had  been  once  cast  out.  Well  might  our  Sa- 
viour add  this  melancholy  reflection,  "  The  last  state  of  that  man 
is  worse  than  the  first.^'' 
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l^Vho   are   these,    that  jlij  us  a  cloud,   and  as   the   doves  to  their 

windozcs  ? 

These  words  are  a  part  of  the  most  splendid  Prophecy  con- 
cerning the  future  glory  of  the  Church,  contained  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. In  the  preceding  chapter,  the  Prophet  describes,  in  the 
most  affecting  terms,  the  miserable  state  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
immediately  before  the  coming  of  Christ;  and  the  general  cor- 
ruption of  the  world,  immediately  before  the  Millennium.  In  the 
last  mentioned  period  of  declension,  God  is  exhibited  as  inflicting 
exemplary  vengeance  upon  the  apostates,  especially  concerned  in 
it ;  and  then,  as  gloriously  exerting  his  power,  wisdom,  and  mer- 
cy, to  save  the  world  from  absolute  ruin.  As  a  consequence  of 
this  united  displayof  vengeance  and  mercy,  it  is  declared,  that 
they  shall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord  from  the  west,  and  his  glory 
from  the  risitig  of  the  sun.  The  enemy  will  indeed  come  in  like  a 
flood;  but  his  exertions,  however  furious  and  formidable  they 
may  seem,  will  be  in  vain  :  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  lift  up  a 
standard  against  him.  The  Redeemer  also  zoill  come  to  Zion,  and 
unto  them  that  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob.  Christ  will  ap- 
pear in  a  peculiar  manner  to  his  church,  and  to  his  ministers,  for 
their  protection,  encouragement,  and  success.  The  covenant, 
mentioned  in  the  last  verse  of  the  chapter,  will  then  be  carried 
into  complete  execution.  The  Spirit  of  God,  and  the^  Word  of 
God,  will  no  more  depart  from  his  children,  nor  from  their  chil- 
dren, throughout  all  succeeding  generations. 
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Enraptured  with  the  piospect  of  these  wonderful  events,  the 
Prophet  hastens  through  the  intervening  ages  on  the  wings  of  in- 
spiration ;  and,  stationing  himself  in  the  midf«l  of  the  glorious 
scenes,  which  he  had  anticipated  with  wonder  and  delight,  calls 
upon  the  church  to  ame,  and  shine  ;  her  light  being  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  being  risen  upon  her.  Darkness,  he  informs  her, 
zoilL  indeed,  at  the  moment  of  her  approaching  prosperity,  cover 
the  earth,  and  thick  darkness  the  people  :  but  the  Lord  shall  arise 
upon  her,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  her.  As  an  immediate 
effect  of  this  pecuhar  manifestation  of  Christ  to  his  church,  he 
informs  her,  that  the  Gentiles,  the  innumerable  inhabitants  of  this, 
great  world,  shall  come  to  her  light,  and  their  kings  to  the  brightness 
of  her  sun-rising.  The  Prophet  then  directs  her  to  lift  up  her 
eyes  round  about ;  i.  e.  to  cast  them  over  the  whole  horizon  ;  and 
to  see.  "  All  they,"  he  exclaims,  "  are  now  gathering  themselves 
together  ;  they  come  unto  thee."  This  is  the  end,  for  which 
they  assemble  by  one  great  and  universal  impulse,  moving  at  once 
the  whole  family  of  Adam.  Strangers  as  they  have  heretofore 
been,  they  have  now  become  sons  and  ofaug'Aiers;  and  shall  be 
nursed,  or  carried,  as  children,  at  her  side. 

Full  of  this  astonishing  event,  so  sudden,  so  momentous,  the 
Prophet,  continuing  his  strain  of  rapture,  and  addressing  the 
church  in  the  name  of  God,  subjoins,  "  *Thou  shalt  fear,  and 
overflow  with  joy  ;  and  thy  heart  shall  be  ruffled,  and  dilated. 
And  the  riches  of  the  sea  shall  be  poured  in  upon  thee,  when  the 
wealth  of  the  nations  shall  come  unto  thee.  An  inundation  of 
camels  shall  cover  thee  :  the  dromedaries  of  Midian  and  Epha. 
All  of  them  from  Saba  shall  come:  gold  and  frankincense  shall 
they  bear.  And  the  praise  of  Jehovah  shall  they  joyfully  pro- 
claim. All  the  flocks  of  Kedar  shall  be  gathered  unto  thee  :  unto 
thee  shall  the  rams  of  Nebaioth  minister.  They  shall  ascend 
with  acceptance  on  my  altar :  and  I  will  glorify  the  house  of  my 
glory." 

These  animals,  it  is  to  be  observed,  are  exhibited  as  partaking 
of  the  same  general  impulse,  and  (instead  of  being  compelled,  as 
heretofore,  to  the  place  of  sacrifice,)  as  voluntarily  assembling 

*  Lowth's  Translation. 
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themselves :  taking  by  one  common  instinct  the  road  to  Jerusalem; 
and  of  their  own  accord  ascending  the  altar  of  God.  Amazed  at 
this  unexampled  event,  the  Prophet  casts  his  eyes  beyond  this 
multitude  of  voluntary  offerings  ;  and  beholds  a  vast  assembly  of 
mankind,  moving  onward  in  the  same  direction,  and  pointing 
their  course  to  the  temple  of  Jehovah.  At  this  wonderful  sight, 
he  exclaims,  in  the  language  of  the  text,  '•  Who  are  these,  that 
fly  as  a  cloud,  and'as  the  doves  to  their  windows  ?" 

The  question,  '•  Wno  are  these  ?"  plainly  indicates,  that  the 
persons,  spoken  of,  were  either  unknown,  or  unexpected.  They 
are  said  io  Jly,  as  a  cloud.  They  were,  of  course,  a  vast  multi- 
tude, and  were  hastening  eagerly  to  their  place  of  destination. 
They  are  said  to  fly,  as  the  doves  to  their  windows :  and  were, 
therefore,  considered  as  returning  with  a  dove-like  spirit  to  their 
final  and  proper  residence.  As  this  is  a  prediction  inspired  by 
God  himself;  it  will  one  day  be  certainly  fulfilled. 

From  the  text,  thus  introduced,  1  derive  the  following  obser- 
vations. 

I.  At  some  future  period^  a  vast  Multitude  of  mankind  will  he 
gathered  into  the  Church  of  (Jhrist. 

II.  This  multitude  will,  in  a  great  measure,  consist  of  such  per- 
sons,  as  were  not  rationally  expected  to  become  Christians. 

III.  These  persons  will  enter  the  Church,  of  their  own  accord,  and 
roith  great  earnestness  of  mind. 

IV.  They  will  possess  a  dove-like  character, 

I.  At  some  future  period,  a  vast  Midtitude  of  mankind  will  he 
gathered  into  the  Church  of  Christ, 

Of  the  truth  of  this  proposition  there  can  be  little  doubt  to  him, 
who  admits  this  chapter  to  be  a  part  of  divine  Revelation.  At  its 
commencement,  the  Church  is  called  upon  to  arise  and  shine  ; 
her  light  heing  come,  andthf  glory  of  the  Lord  heing  risen  upon  her  : 
and  is  informed,  that  the  Gentiles,  i.  e.  the  great  body  of  them ; 
the  mass  of  mankind,  comprehended,  in  the  Jewish  language,  un- 
der this  name,  shall  come  to  her  light ;  or  as  it  is  rendered  by 
Bishop  Lowth,  shall  walk  in  her  light ;  and  their  kings  in  the 
brightness  of  her  sun-rising :  i.  e.  in  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness,  or  the  moral  light  of  the  Saviour.  In  the  5th 
verse,  the  church  is  directed  to  lift  up  her  eyes  round  about,  and 
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to  see  :  and  is  informed,  that  all  of  them  are  gathering  themselves 
together,  and  coming  unto  her.  Finall) ,  it  is  declared,  that  they 
are  become  her  sons  and  daughters,  who  are  to  be  carried,  and 
fostered,  as  beloved  children,  at  her  side. 

This  immense  tram  is  the  subject  of  the  text.  The  great 
world  of  men  is  the  bod),  whtchji^mgasa  cloud,  and  as  the  doves 
to  their  windows,  occasioned  the  astonishment  and  rapture  of  the 
Prophet. 

II.  This  multitude  will,  in  a  great  measure,  consist  of  such  per- 
sons, as  were  not  rationally  expected  to  become  Christians. 

This  truth  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  question  in  the  text : 
a  question,  asked  evidenti}  with  surprise  and  exclamation.  "  Who 
are  these,  that  fl\  as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their  windows?*' 
Why  is  this  inquiry  made  ?  Evidently  because  those,  to  whom 
it  is  applied,  were  either  unknown  to  the  Prophet,  or  were  un- 
expected by  him.  They  cannot  have  been  unknown  ;  because 
he  has  before  told  us  who  they  were.  It  was  their  character, 
therefore,  which  especially  astonished  his  mind.  Nor  shall  we 
wonder  at  this  tact,  if  we  consider  the  actual  character  of  those, 
who  are  here  exhibited  as  voluntarily  hastening  into  the  kingdom 
ofCUrist.  Tiey  are  rjf /then,  M  ih  immedans  Votaries  of  the 
Greek  and  Romish  superstitions.  Jews,  and  Infidels.  AH  these 
have  been  bitter  and  persecuting  enemies  to  Christ  and  his 
church.  The  Heatheii.  I  acknowledge,  did  not,  in  many  in- 
stances, even  know  him  by  name.  Yet  they  always  opposed  his 
government,  and  redemption,  so  far  as  they  were  acquainted  with 
them ;  refused  to  perform  those  acts  of  duty,  which  they  under- 
stood; and  obstinately  and  characteristically  perpetrated  the 
crimes,  which  he  had  forbidden.  The  rest  knew,  and  rejected, 
him  ;  hated  his  word,  and  his  followers ;  were  guilty  of  every  sin  ; 
and  neglected  every  duty.  Well  might  the  Prophet  be  astonish- 
ed at  the  sight  of  such  men,  changed  into  disciples  of  the  Redeem- 
er. Were  we  to  be  alive  at  the  time,  and  to  be  actual  specta- 
tors of  the  event;  should  we  not  be  amazed  to  see  the  Jew,  with 
a  heart  hard  as  the  nether  millstone  reacting  the  crucifixion  of 
Christ  by  bitterly  opposing  his  redemption,  and  a  reprobate  of 
eighteen  hundred  years,  changed  into  a  penitent,  believing,  meek, 
humble,  disciple  of  the  Redeemer  ?     Should  we  not  be  astonish- 
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ed  to  behold  the  Mohammedan,  lewd,  revengeful,  bigoted,  and 
seeking  a  paradise  of  sensaaht)'  by  extcrnai  ablutions,  pilgrimages 
to  Mecca,  aud  stupid  veneration  for  the  Author  of  the  Ajomn,  pub- 
licly professing  the  faith,  which  he  had  persecuted  for  moie  than 
twelve  centuries,  and  mingling  his  anthem?  with  tho?e  of  the  very 
Christians,  whom  be  had  so  long  laboured  to  exterminate  with 
the  sword  ?  What  emotions  must  it  excite  in  us  to  see  the  disci- 
ple of  Brahma,  trained  for  four  thousand  years  in  principles  and 
practices  of  stupidity,  licentiousness  and  crime,  and  bound  by  in- 
dissoluble chains  as  a  galley  slave  of  superstition  ;  the  Chinese,  the 
child  of  fraud  and  trick,  a  senseless  votary  of  the  Idol  Fo,  a  mere 
mass  of  lust  and  brutishness ;  the  Caffrc,  a  human  animal,  raised 
but  one  degree  above  the  verge  of  moral  agency ;  the  shrivelled 
inhabitant  of  A^ezo  Holland;  tlie  sluggish  native  oi  Kamschatka  ; 
and  the  wolf  like  American  savage:  all  casting  otTtheir  whole  attire 
of  sin  and  lust,  of  ignorance  and  frenzy,  of  fraud  and  revenge  ; 
and  coming  abroad,  under  the  vernal  influence  of  the  Sun  of  hea- 
ven, in  a  new  clothing  of  penitence,  fa.th,  and  love?  How  won- 
derful a  prospect  would  be  presented  to  us  by  the  conversion  of 
the  fool,  who  hath  said  in  his  heart,  •'  There  is  no  God  ;''''  and  of  the 
wretch,  who  had  spent  the  whole  of  his  preceding  life  in  under- 
mining the  Scriptures,  in  laughing  at  the  Saviour,  and  in  labour- 
ing with  all  his  powers  to  destroy  Christianity?  What  a  novel 
and  delightful  prospect  will  it  be  to  see  churches  rise  in  the  wastes 
of  A )-abia,  and  the  forests  of  Tariary ;  on  the  savage  shores  of 
.Yoo<A:a,  and  the  burning  sands  of  Negrolnnd?  How  should  we 
be  startled  to  hear  the  enraptured  songs  of  the  Psalmist  resound- 
ed by  the  precipices  of  Imaus  ;  and  the  hymns  of  evangelical  pie- 
ty re-echoed  by  the  cliifs  of  the  Andes  ?  The  xoilderness  would, 
then  indeed,  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  desert  be  changed  into  the 
garden  of  God.  Then  the  wolf  would  lie  down  with  the  lamb ; 
the  lion  eat  strazo  as  the  ox  ;  the  child  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp  ; 
and  the  weaned  child  on  the  den  of  the  cockatrice. 

III.  These  persons  will  enter  the  church  of  their  own  accord,  and 
toith  great  earnestness  of  mind. 

All  the  declarations  concerning  them  in  the  contest,  which  re- 
late to  the  subject,  exhibit  this  truth  in  a  decisive  manner.  The 
Prophet  presents  them  to  the  church,  and  to  us.  as  gathering 
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themselves  together,  to  come  unto  her ;  and  collecting  all  their 
treasures,  to  present  them  to  her  as  a  free-will  offering.  He  de- 
scribes them  as  spontaneously  building  up  her  walls  ;  as  cheerful- 
ly ministering  to  her  necessity,  and  her  comfort ;  as  bowing  them- 
selves before  her  in  humble  confession  of  their  former  abuse  ;  and 
as  prostrating  themselves  at  the  soles  of  her  feet,  as  an  atone- 
ment for  their  opposition,  injustice,  and  contempt.  In  the  Text, 
also,  they  "  fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their  windows ;"  as 
bound  homeward  on  a  favourite  undertaking ;  on  an  enterprize, 
which  could  not  be  delayed. 

St.  Paid  informs  us,  that  the  future  reception  of  the  Jews  into 
the  church  of  Christ  will  be  to  the  Gentiles  as  life  from  the  dead. 
In  other  words,  the  Gentiles,  roused  by  this  great  event,  will, 
with  one  accord,  awake  from  spiritual  death  to  spiritual  life  ;  or, 
renouncing  their  former  character  of  sin,  will  assume  that  of  holi- 
ness, in  a  manner  so  extraordinary,  as  strongly  to  resemble  the  re- 
surrection of  the  final  day. 

If  we  attentively  consider  the  circumstances  which  will  accom- 
pany this  event,  we  cannot  fail  to  discern,  that  the  nature  of  the 
case  lends  the  highest  probability  to  the  prediction.  The  system 
nf  truth,  in  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  which  they  will  yield 
themselves  to  the  Redeemer,  is,  to  almost  all  these  persons,  un- 
known and  unheard  of.  The  views,  which  it  will  present  to 
them  at  the  time  of  their  Conversion  to  God,  will  be  new,  strange, 
and  surprising.  It  is  a  system,  containing  doctrines  and  precepts 
of  unrivalled  beauty,  supreme  excellence,  and  unexampled  sub- 
limity;  doctrines  and  precepts,  which  Angels  could  not  have  de- 
vised, and  which  Angels  will  investigate  with  intense  study  and 
transport  forever  and  ever.  It  is  a  system,  which  discloses 
all  their  duty  to  God.  to  themselves,  and  to  their  fellow-crea- 
tures. Finally,  it  is  a  system,  which  produces  every  virtue,  com- 
municates every  comfort,  and  inspires  every  hope,  found  in  the 
present  life  ;  and  prepares  them  for  endless  improvement,  exalta- 
tion and  felicity,  in  the  life  to  come. 

The  disposition,  also,  effectuated  in  them  by  the  Spirit  of  Grace, 
under  the  influence  of  which  they  enter  the  Divine  Kingdom,  is 
a  disposition,  cheerfully  acknowledging  the  truths,  which  they 
have  imbibed,  as  the  Word  of  God ;  realizing  their  own  endless 
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interest  in  them  all ;  and  finding  an  entire  delight  in  yielding  to 
them  perpetual  obedience.  It  is  a  disposition,  opening  with  an 
expansive  benevolence,  with  a  sublime  friendship,  to  the  various 
members  of  this  delightful  kingdom  ;  rejoicing  in  their  virtue  and 
happiness  ;  contributing,  with  vigorous  efforts,  to  the  advance- 
ment of  both;  and  giving  itself  up  to  the  contemplation,  worship 
and  enjoyment,  of  Infinite  Perfection. 

It  is  also  to  be  remembered,  that  they  are  beings,  created  anew. 
Of  rebels  they  have  become  children ;  of  aliens  they  have  be- 
come heirs  ;  of  outcasts  they  have  become  favourites  of  God;  of 
nuisances  to  the  universe  they  have  become  blessings.  They 
are  born  into  a  new  world  ;  a  world  of  light  and  glory,  into  which 
they  have  unexpectedly  entered  from  a  dungeon  of  sin,  of  dark- 
ness, and  of  woe.  In  a  word,  the  doctrines  and  precepts  imbib- 
ed, the  character  acquired,  and  the  situation  gained,  are  ail  such, 
as  to  fill  the  mind  with  the  best  thoughts,  and  the  most  delightful 
emotions;  as  to  ennoble  every  faculty,  and  quicken  every  exer- 
tion. Who  can  doubt,  that  such  men,  so  circumstanced,  would 
manifest  singular  ardour  of  mind,  when  taking  possession  of  bless- 
ings so  numerous,  and  of  such  inestimable  importance  ? 

IV.   They  will  possess  a  dove-like  character. 

The  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  Dove  are  harmlessness,  gen- 
tleness, affection,  and  constancy.  Such  are  the  attributes  of  those,, 
who  form  this  great  assembly. 

When  the  Spirit  of  Truth  descended  on  Christ  at  his  baptism, 
he  assumed  the  visible  form  of  a  dove.  In  this  manner  he  indi- 
cated his  own  character,  and  that  of  the  Saviour,  on  whom  he 
rested.  "  That  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  spirit."  The 
disposition  of  Christians  is  produced  by  the  regenerating  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost;  partakes  of  his  proper  character;  and  is.  there- 
fore, throughout  the  Scriptures  denominated  spiritual.  Accord- 
ingly, the  meek  and  humble  virtues  are,  every  where  in  the  sa- 
cred volume,  presented  to  us  as  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
this  disposition.  Not  heroism,  not  magnanimity,  but  love,  joy, 
peace,  long  suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  and 
temperance,  are  recited  by  St.  Paul,  as  the  peculiar  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  renovated  mind. 

It  is  the  essential  characteristic  of  Christians  to  have  the  same 
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mind,  which  was  also  in  Christ,  and  to  walk  as  he  also  walked. 
What  was  the  predominating  character  of  Christ  ?     It  was,  as  I 
remarked,  beautifully  imaged  by  the  descent  of  the  Spirit' upoa 
him  in  the  form  of  a  dove;  and  is  every  where  described  in  the 
Scriptures,  in  exact  conformity  to  this  divine  symbol.     "  Take 
ray  yoke  upon  you,"  says  this  glorious   Person  to  the  world  of 
suffering  sinners,  "  and  learn  of  me  ;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  of 
heart."     "  Such  an  high  priest,"  says  St.  Paul,  "  became  us,  who 
was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners :  who, 
when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  suffered,  he 
threatened  not;  but  committed  his  cause  to  Him  that  judgeth 
righteously."     "  He  was  led,"  saith  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  "  as  a 
lamb  to  the  slaughter;  and,  as  a  sheep   before  her  shearers  is 
dumb,  so  opened  he  not  his   mouth."     Such  is  the  character  of 
the    Redeemer,    universally    exhibited.      The   same    character 
Christians  are  both  commanded,  and  declared,  to  possess,  in  the 
sacred  volume.     Christ,  when  his  apostles  went  out  upon  their 
first  mission,  directed  them  to  he  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as 
doves.    Of  his  church  He  says,  "  My  sister,  my  dove,  my  undefiled, 
is  but  one."     The  Psalmist,  also,  in  a  prayer  to  God,  says,  "  O 
deliver  not  the  soul  of  thy  turtle-dove  unto  the  wicked  ;  forget 
not  the  congregation  of  thy  poor  forever." 

This  character  is  pre-eminently  lovely.  To  be  harmless 
humble,  meek,  gentle,  affectionate  and  faithful,  is  to  be  highly  ex- 
cellent, useful  and  praise-worthy.  "  The  ornament  of  a  meek 
and  quiet  spirit,*'  says  St.  Peter,  "  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great 
price." 

What  a  change  must  be  wrought  in  the  great  body  of  mankind, 
"before  they  can  possess  this  distinguished  excellence  !  What  im- 
pure and  proud  hearts  must  they  resign  ;  what  fierce  and  bloody 
passions  must  they  overcome  ;  what  deceitful  and  fraudulent  pur- 
poses must  they  renounce  ;  what  unjust  and  oppressive  lives 
must  they  reform  ;  in  order  to  resemble  doves ;  in  order  to  re- 
semble Christ  ?  What  a  new  face  would  this  melancholy  world 
of  sin  and  sorrow  wear,  if  inhabited  by  beings,  instamped  with 
this  divine  image  of  the  Redeemer !  How  soon  would  tyranny 
and  war ;  how  soon  would  fraud  and  robbery  ;  how  soon  would 
gambling  houses  and  brothels ;  how  soon  would  jails  and  gibbets ; 
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vanish  irom  the  earth ;  and  leave  its  face  clear  for  peace  and 
.'ood  neighbourhood;  for  piety  and  love;  for  gratitude  and 
praise !  Heaven  would  once  more  shine  with  pristine  benignity 
upon  the  earth  ;  paradise  again  blossom  on  its  surface ;  and  an- 
<»els  become,  anew,  the  visitors  of  men. 

REMARKS. 

1st.  From  these   Observations  it  is  evident,  that  there  will,  here' 
after,  he  a  general  Revival  of  Religion  in  the  world. 

The  change,  whose  effects  have  been  here  described,  will  be 
no  other  than  a  change  from  sin  to  holiness.  The  only  difference, 
made  in  the  state  of  the  world,  at  the  time  which  is  usually  called 
the  Millennium,  will  be  accompl.shed  merely  by  the  prevalence 
of  religion  throughout  the  earlh,  and  by  the  consequences,  which 
rehffion  draws  in  its  train.  The  sole  distinction  in  the  character 
of  Adam,  before,  and  after,  he  became  an  apostate,  was.  that  in 
the  former  case  he  was  religious,  and  in  the  latter  sinful.  Eden 
was  formed,  and  garnished,  as  the  proper  mansion  of  religious 
Adam.  A  world  of  thorns  and  briers,  of  toil  and  death,  was  fitted 
to  be  the  residence  of  sinful  Adam.  If  he  had  not  sinned,  para- 
dise would  have  bloomed  forever. 

In  a  future,  happier  state  of  this  world,  mankind  will  univer- 
sally become  religious ;  and  jiy  as  a  cloud,  into  the  kingdom  of 
Christ.  Renewed  by  his  Spirit,  and  transformed  into  his  image, 
they  will  receive  his  doctrines  and  precepts,  confide  in  his  atone- 
ment, yield  themselves  to  his  government,  and  follow  hi*  exam- 
ple. All  these,  however,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  are  nothing 
more,  than  merely  to  become  subjects  of  his  religion.  The  bless- 
ings, conferred  on  them  at  this  period,  however  great,  numerous 
or  permanent,  will  only  spring  up  as  the  proper  consequences  oi" 
this  character. 

Whenever  men  in  considerable  numbers  become,  within  a 
short  period,  subjects  of  piety.  Religion  is,  in  customary  language, 
said  to  have  revived.  A  Revival  of  Religion,  therefore,  means  nO' 
thing  more,  than  that  multitudes,  in  a  kind  of  concert,  and  within  a 
little  time,  feel,  and  confess,  its  power.  Of  course,  the  wonderful 
change  in  this  world,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Millennium, 
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will  be  merely  an  universal  Revival  of  Religion  throughout  the 
great  family  of  Adam.  As  this,  in  unquestionable  terms,  is  pre- 
dicted by  a  Prophet  of  God  ;  it  will  certainly  come  to  pass. 

Sdl)-.  This  Revival  will  furnish  a  solid  foundation  of  joy  to  the 
Universe. 

It  cannot  but  be  a  solid  foundation  of  joy  to  the  Universe  to 
have  even  one  of  its  inhabitants  made  better  and  happier.  When- 
ever this  change  is  extended  to  iwo.  twenty,  one  thousand,  or 
one  million,  the  reasons  for  reioicing  are  proport  onally  increased. 
At  the  period,  which  is  the  subject  of  this  prophecy,  an  endless 
multitude  of  its  inhabitants  will  be  made  wiser,  better  and  hap- 
pier, than  before ;  and  than,  otherwise,  they  would  be  through- 
out eternity. 

Rational  minds  are  capable  of  being,  indefinitely,  the  subjects 
of  sin  or  holiness,  and  of  misery  or  happiness,  according  to  their 
own  choice.  If  they  choose  sin ;  they  choose  with  it  misery,  its 
inseparable  companion.  If  they  choose  holiness  ;  they  ever  find 
happiness,  by  its  side.  Piety,  benevolence,  and  self-government, 
produce,  by  their  own  proper  efficacy,  blessings  innumerable, 
both  within  and  without  us ;  and  destroy  the  root,  and  stem,  of 
bitterness,  by  whose  fruits  our  minds  are  defiled,  and  our  capa- 
city for  enjoyment  converted  into  a  mere  cause  of  suifering. 

Self-Government  would  annihilate,  at  once,  all  the  evils  of 
wrath,  envy,  malice,  and  revenge;  of  drunkenness,  gluttony, 
lewdness,  and  sloth  ;  together  with  their  dreadful  attendants,  re- 
morse, self-abhorrence,  the  fear  of  a  future  judgment,  and  the 
terrible  alarms  of  an  approaching  retribution. 

Wiiat  blessings  to  others  would  the  enlarged  benevolence  ol 
the  Gospel  effectuate  ?  How  many  quarrels  and  htigations,  how 
many  slanders  and  frauds,  how  many  treacheries  and  seductions, 
how  many  oppressions  and  persecutions,  how  many  wars  and  ra- 
vages, would  it  banish  in  a  moment  ?  How  soon  would  the  rack, 
the  wheel,  and  the  faggot,  be  buried  ;  the  prison  moulder  into 
dust ;  the  2;ibbct  cease  to  frown  on  the  shrinking  passenger  ;  and 
the  furnace  kindle  its  flames  no  more  for  the  victims  of  cruelty 
and  pride. 

Delighted  with  this  prospect,  Piety,  bending  the  knee  of  devo- 
tion, Hfting  up  her  meek  and  humble  eyes  toward  heaven,  and 
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raising  her  hands  to  the  Throne  of  Mercy,  would  call  down  upon 
the  reviving  world  a  shower  of  blessings  from  Hinri,  who  hath  not 
said  to  the  house  of  Jacob,  "  Seek  ye  my  face  in  vain." 

Such,  my  brethren,  will  hereafter  be  the  actual  state  of  things, 
before  this  earthly  system  slmll  be  completed.  All  these  horrors 
will  hereafter  cease.  Tlu  sword  will  one  day  be  beaten  into  a 
plough-share.,  and  the  spear  into  a  pruninghook.  Trophies  will 
one  day  rise  no  more  on  the  bones  of  the  vanquished,  and  lau- 
rels be  nourished  no  more  by  the  blood  of  man.  Every  land, 
like  the  land  of  promise,  will  be  employed,  not  during  a  few,  mo- 
mentary national  Festivals,  but  from  age  to  age,  in  the  worship  of 
Jehovah  ;  and  no  man  shall  desire,  or  invade,  it,  while  the  inha- 
bitants go  up  to  appear  before  the  Lord. 

Nor  will  the  internal  state  of  each  nation  be  less  safe,  and  hap- 
py. Rulers,  under  the  influence  of  this  principle,  will  rule  justly, 
and  in  the  fear  of  God.  Of  course  they  will  be  beneficent  as /Ae 
light  of  the  morning,  even  a  morning  without  clouds;  and  as  the 
clear  shining  of  the  sun  after  rain  upon  the  tender  herb  of  the  f  eld. 
First  in  station,  they  will  be  first  in  worth  ;  in  virtue  ;  in  piety: 
and  while  they  will  cease  to  be  a  terror,  because  none  will  do  evil, 
they  will  be  the  praise  q/'all,  because  all  will  do  well. 

In  towns  and  cities  also,  the  Theatre  will  cease  to  entice,  cor- 
rupt, and  destroy,  the  thoughtless  crowd  of  victims  to  sense  and 
sin.  The  Brothel  will  no  more  hang  out  the  sign  of  pollution, 
and  perdition,  to  allure  infatuated  wretches  into  the  path,  which 
(roes  down  to  the  chambers  of  death.  The  dram-shop  will  no  long- 
er solicit  the  surrender  of  reason,  duty,  and  salvation,  to  drunken- 
ness and  brutality.  Night  will  no  more  draw  her  great  curtain 
over  those  felon  sins,  which,  like  spirits  from  the  abyss,  have 
hitherto  haunted  and  terrified  this  miserable  world. 

In  the  family  also,  no  drunken,  lewd,  or  cruel  husband ;  no 
false,  abandoned  wife  ;  no  rebellious,  graceless, debauched  child; 
will  murder  domestic  peace,  comfort,  or  hope ;  nor  present  the 
prospect  of  a  relation,  dear  and  tenderly  beloved,  ripening  for  the 
wrath  to  come.  The  morning  will  no  more  dawn  ;  the  evening 
will  no  more  descend  ;  the  sabbath  will  no  more  return;  with- 
out the  return  of  the  daily  sacrifice,  without  the  rising  of  sweet 
inren!=;p  to  the  heavens. 
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The  wretched,  forsaken  wanderer  will  then  find  a  home.  The 
heart  of  charily  will  be  cold,  and  her  hand  closed,  no  more. 
Strangers,  by  this  new,  alchemical  process,  will  be  converted  into 
neighbo'jrs.  and  enemies  inlo  friends. 

In  the  piaceofall  the  sins,  and  horrors,  of  this  dismal  world, 
peace,  de?teiidiiig  from  Heaven,  will  hush  every  tumult,  and  eve- 
ry storm.  Joy  will  smile,  and  triumph,  at  her  side  :  and  love  will 
scatter  in  her  path  unceasing  and  unnumbered  blessings  for  all 
people. 

The  picture,  which  has  here  been  drawn  of  this  divine  subject, 
is  faint  and  faded,  when  compared  with  the  colours,  in  which  the 
prospect  has  been  exhibited  by  the  Evangelical  Prophet. 
"Whereas  thou  hast  been  forsaken  and  hated,  so  that  no  man 
went  through  fhce  ;  1  will  make  thee  an  eternal  excellency,  a  joy 
of  many  generations.  Thou  shalt  also  suck  the  milk  of  Gentiles; 
and  shalt  be  fostered  at  the  breast  of  kings.  And  thou  shalt  know, 
that  I,  the  Lord,  am  thy  Saviour,  and  thy  Redeemer,  the  Mighty 
one  of  Jacob.  For  bras^s  I  will  bring  gold;  and  for  iron  I  will 
bring  silver  ;  and  for  wood  brass  ;  and  for  stones  iron  :  I  will  also 
make  thine  officers  peace,  and  thine  exactors  righteousness.  Vio- 
lence shall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy  land  ;  wasting,  nor  destruc- 
tion, witliin  thy  border^ ;  but  thou  shalt  call  thy  walls  Salvation, 
and  thy  gates  Praise.  The  sun  shall  be  no  more  thy  light  by 
day  ;  neither  for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  light  unto  thee: 
but  th.e  Lord  shall  be  unto  thee  an  everlasting  light,  and  thy  God 
thy  glory.  Thy  people  also  shall  be  all  righteous  :  they  shall  in- 
herit the  land  forever  :  the  branch  of  my  planting ;  the  work  of 
my  hands  ;  that  I  may  be  glorified.  A  little  one  shall  become  a 
thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation.  I  the  Lord  will  has- 
ten it  in  its  time." 

Is  there  not  here,  my  brethren,  a  solid  foundation  of  joy  to  eve- 
ry rational  being  ?  In  what  do  we,  in  what  ought  we,  to  rejoice, 
but  in  real,  extensive,  and  permanent  good.  Here  the  good  is 
all  real  ;  exquisite ;  diffused  over  the  earth ;  and  extended 
through  eternity.  The  world,  no  longer  a  world  of  sin,  disgrace, 
and  woe.  becomes  a  world  of  virtue,  glory,  and  happiness;  and 
is  changed  from  a  desert  into  a  paradise.     Its  inhabitants  re- 
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nounce  their  sin  ;  escape  froni  ruin  ;  and  arc  anew  destined  to 
never-ending  improvement,  exaltation,  and  transport. 

3dly,  From  these  observations  it  follows  also  that  the  same 
things  are  partiall}  true  of  every  Revival  of  Religion. 

Every  Revival  of  Rt/igiun  is  of  the  same  nature  with  this  great 
and  general  one  :  the  djlierence  between  this  and  others  beitig 
only  in  degree.  Religion,  at  the  present  time,  is  less  extended, 
and  less  vigorois,  than  it  will  be  at  the  glorious  era,  which  we 
have  been  contemplatnig.  Still,  so  far  as  it  actually  exists,  it  is 
to  be  regarded  with  the  same  emotions.  Every  such  Revival  is, 
therefore,  a  solid  foundation  of  jo}  to  all  the  rational  creatures  of 
God. 

There  is  joy  in  Heaven;  in  saints,  in  angels,  and  in  God  Him- 
self; over  one  sinner  that  repcnttth,  more  than  over  ninety  and 
nine  just  persuns,  who  need  no  repentance.  That  benevolent  and 
happy  world  experiences  new  sensations  of  delight,  throughout  all 
its  extended  regions,  at  the  return  of  a  single  apostate.  Every 
face  wears  a  new  smile  of  complacency  ;  and  every  heart  glows 
with  an  exijuisite  addition  to  its  own  immortal  joys. 

What  then  must  be  the  texture  of  that  mind,  which,  here  on 
earth,  is  not  vvirmed  to  rapture  at  the  sight  of  a  sinner,  raised 
from  death,  and  restored  to  life,  virtue  and  happiness?  How 
would  you  feel,  my  brethren,  if  you  beheld  the  escape  of  the 
same  man  from  a  disease,  which  doomed  liim  to  languish  and  suf- 
fer while  he  lived;  from  an  imprisonment  in  a  dungeon  whose 
doors  were  never  opened,  unless  to  yield  its  inhabitants  to  the 
gibbet;  from  slow  suilerings  on  the  rack,  which  were  to  termi- 
nate only  in  the  grave  ?  Would  you  not  hail  the  marvellous  re- 
turn of  health  to  the  hopeless  patient;  of  liberty,  proclaimed  to 
the  wretched  prisoner ;  and  of  ease,  hope  and  safety,  to  the 
friendless,  agonizing  captive  ?  Would  you  not  rejoice  in  his  joy  : 
exult  in  his  exultation  ;  and  mingle  smiles  and  transports,  with 
his? 

How  much  nobler  a  cause  of  exultation  is  furnished  by  the  con- 
version of  a  sin  .er  to  Goo  ?  Before,  he  was  an  apostate  ;  a  re- 
bel;  an  unbeliever;  an  outcast;  fixed  in  immoveable  sin,  and 
condemned  to  hopeless  ruin.     But  the  apostate  has  become  a 
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penitent ;  the  infidel  a  disciple  of  Christ ;  the  rebel  a  child  of 
God  ;  the  out-cast  an  heir  of  the  Universe.  Sin  shall  no  more 
regain  its  power  over  his  mind.  Virtue  has  ascended  the  throne  ; 
and  will  reign  over  him  with  a  dominion,  which  shall  increase  and 
improve  forever. 

Do  you  claim  to  be  regarded  as  patriots  ;  and  to  love  the  pros- 
perity of  your  country?  And  can  you  be  indifferent  to  the  well- 
being  of  a  world  ?  Shall  angels  smile,  and  glow,  and  join  their 
songs  of  rapture,  upon  the  salvatioi.  of  a  dying  soul  ?  And  can 
men,  the  brethren  of  the  ruined  and  redeemed  captive,  refuse  to 
unite  in  the  joy  ?  Can  earth  be  senseless,  stupid  and  dead,  at  a 
sight,  which  moves  all  Heaven  to  its  centre  ? 

There  are,  my  brethren;  there  are  in  this  land  ;  men,  who  op- 
pose, decry,  and  ridicule.  Revivals  of  Religion.  Few,  perhaps 
none,  of  these  persons  piofess  to  direct  their  hostility  against  Re- 
ligion. A  Revival  of  Religion  is,  in  their  view,  or  at  least  in 
their  declarations,  false  phraseology  ;  and  not  descriptive  of  the 
fact,  to  which  it  is  ordinarily  applied.  Enthusiasm,  and  Fanati- 
cism, are  the  names,  under  which  their  opposition  is  carried  on, 
and  by  the  aid  of  which  they  appear  to  think  it  justifiable.  Let 
me  ask  these  persons;  Are  you  sure,  that  this  opinion  is  just? 
Have  you  any  satisfactory  evidence,  that,  in  }onr  designs.  Enthu- 
siasm, only,  is  aimed  at ;  ar  d  that  you  intend  no  hostility  against 
Religion  itself?  Should  this  be  the  fact;  have  you  ascertained, 
that  that,  againsi  which  you  contend,  is,  in  the  given  case,  not 
Religion,  but  Enthusiasm  .'  He,  who  mai/  be  Jotind  fghting 
against  G.d,  ought,  certainly,  to  be  wril  assured,  that  a  conflict, 
upon  which  he  is  about  to  enter,  is  not  of  this  tremendous  nature. 
Where  there  is  a  visible  concern  for  the  interests  of  the  soul; 
where  men  are  heard  to  ask,  tohal  they  shall  do  to  be  saved;  there 
is,  certainly,  the  appearance  of  Religion  :  and,  where  there  is  the 
appearance,  there  may  be  the  reality.  Suppose  then,  that  amid 
much  Enthusiasm,  and  many  delusions,  there  should  be  some  real 
piety  ;  that  among  multitudes,  who  in  what  is  called  a  Revival  of 
Religion  are  anxious  about  their  salvation,  a  single  man  should 
become  a  genuine  convert,  and  actually  embrace  the  oflTers  of 
eternal  life.     This,  certainly,  is  supposing  the  least ;  and  less. 
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probably,  than  the  truth,  in  any  case  of  this  nature.  Would  not 
the  salvation  of  this  individual  more  than  balance  all  the  evils, 
which  you  apprehend  from  the  Enthusiasm  in  question  ?  This 
single  man  will  escape  from  more  evils,  as  may  be  shown  with 
mathematical  certai.ity,  if  the  Scriptures  are  the  Word  of  God, 
than  have  been  suffered  by  the  whole  human  race  since  the  world 
began  ;  and  will  enjoy  more  happiness  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
all  the  generations  of  men  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  Would  not 
the  arrival  even  of  this  one  man  in  the  regions  of  immortality  be 
a  source  of  everlasting  Joy  to  the  Church  of  the  First-born  ?  Who, 
unless  animated  with  the  spirit  of  a  fiend,  can  fail  to  welcome 
the  conversion,  from  which  such  glorious  consequences  will 
spring,  with  the  most  ardent  feeling?  of  gratulation! 

Suppose  your  opposition  should  be  successful.  Suppose  your 
arguments,  your  ridicule,  or  your  iiifluence,  should  discourage 
even  one  awakened,  anxious  man  from  pursuing  the  salvation  of 
his  soul.  With  what  emotions  will  he  regard  you  on  his  dying 
bed!  With  what  feelings  will  he  remember  you  amid  the  end- 
less sufferings  of  perdition  !  What  appearance  must  }ou  make 
to  the  eye,  what  character  must  )ou  sustain  in  the  heart,  of  the 
religious  parent,  who  beholds  you  labouring  to  destroy,  who  sees 
that  you  have  finally  destroyed,  his  beloved  child  ;  have  cut  off 
his  hopes  of  life,  and  shut  him  out  of  heaven.  Angels,  if  sorrow 
could  find  an  entrance  into  their  unspotted  minds,  would  weep 
over  this  terrible  catastrophe  ;  and  sackcloth  shroud  the  world  of 
immortal  glory. 

4thly.  These  observations  teach  us,  that  we  are  hound  faithfully 
to  labour,  and  fervently  to  pray,  for  the  Universal  Revival  of  Re- 
ligion. 

To  do  good  is  the  only  proper  business  of  man  :  and  there  is  no 
man,  who  is  unable  to  do  good.  The  good,  here  proposed,  is  the 
greatest  which  ever  has  been,  or  evei  will  be,  done ;  in  its  na- 
ture exalted;  in  its  duration  boundless;  in  its  consequences 
transporting.  H  demands,  therefore,  every  wish,  and  every  ef- 
fort. To  accomplish  it  is  the  first  dictate  of  virtue  ;  the  business 
of  angels;  the  employment  of  God  himvelf.  The  man,  wh6  en- 
gages in  this  employment,  although  born  of  dust,  and  allied  to 
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worms,  is  styled  by  the  Scriptures  a  fellow- worker  with  God. 
How  poor  and  pitiful,  compared  with  this,  is  the  office  of  kings, 
and  the  splendour  of  heroes. 

In  this  employment  every  man  can  "engage.  Among  the  nu* 
merous  modes,  in  which  it  can  be  usefully  pursued,  there  is  am- 
ple opportunity  for  the  useful  application  of  every  mind,  the  ex- 
ertion of  every  talent,  and  the  employment  of  every  possession. 
To  him,  who  possesses  the  disposition  of  the  Gospel,  these  asser- 
tions will  require  no  proof.  He,  who  cannot  contribute,  can  la- 
bour: he,  who  cannot  labour,  can  contribute:  he^  who  can  do 
neither,  can  pray  ;  and  can  present  before  the  eyes  of  his  fellow- 
men  the  beauty,  power,  and  persuasiveness,  of  an  evangelical  ex- 
ample. How  few  are  there,  who  cannot  do  all  these  things  ? 
Advice,  admonition,  reproof,  encouragement,  and  comfort,  may 
every  where  be  administered ;  and  administered  with  a  success 
and  profit,  which  no  mind  can  foresee,  no  tongue  describe,  and  no 
numbers  estimate. 

Can  we  want  motives  to  this  employment  ?  My  brethren  look 
into  your  own  hearts,  and  hopes,  and  fears,  and  joys,  and  sorrows  : 
and  you  will  tind  them.  Do  you  hope  to  be  saved  ?  Do  you  fear 
to  be  lost  ?  At  what  price  do  you  estimate  this  salvation  ?  What 
would  be  a  compensation  for  your  final  ruin  ?  Have  you  calcu- 
lated, can  you  calculate,  the  number  and  value  of  the  mines,  the 
crowns,  the  worlds,  the  systems,  which  might  become  a  proper 
exchange  for  the  soul!'  Of  exactly  the  same  value  is  every  soul, 
which  will  be  either  saved,  or  lost. 

Cast  your  eyes  upon  your  families.  You  will  there  find  these 
motives  multiplied.  Do  you  value  the  salvation  of  your  Chil- 
dren ?  Do  you  ardently  wish,  when  you  appear  at  the  last  tribu- 
nal, to  be  able  to  say,  "  Lo  here  are  we,  and  the  children  whom 
thou  hast  given  us  ?"  Do  you  form  desires,  which  no  language 
can  express,  of  meeting  your  sons  and  daughters  at  the  gate  of 
heaven,  and  welcoming  with  transport  their  arrival  in  the  regions 
of  immortal  life  ?  Do  you  hope,  with  feelings  unutterable,  to 
mingle  in  that  happy  world  hearts,  and  raptures,  and  praises,  with 
your  beloved  offspring?  If  the  universe  were  oiTered  to  you  as  a 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  endless  life  to  them,  and  as  the  price 
of  their  perdition  :  would  you  not  regard  the  offer  with  a  disdain, 
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and  the  author  ot  it  with  a  detestation,  which  language  could  not 
utter?  Remember,  that  other  children  are  equaliy  dear  to  their 
parents ;  that  their  souls  are  equally  precious ;  that  their  salva- 
tion is  equally  inestimable  5  and  that  their  destruction  will  be 
equally  dreadful.  Whose  children  are  you  willing  to  see  sent 
down  to  the  world  of  woe  ? 

Look  to  the  apostles.  Mark  the  toil,  the  self-denial,  the  suf- 
fering, which  they  underwent ;  the  cheerfulness  and  perseverance, 
with  which  they  sustained  these  evils.  Who,  among  the  vast  fa- 
mily of  Adam,  ever  laboured  and  suffered  like  them?  For  what 
did  they  labour  and  suffer  ?  By  the  side  of  these  disinterested 
and  glorious  men,  serenely  and  cheerfully  encountering  toil,  dan- 
ger, persecution  and  d'eath,  to  form  disciples  for  Christ,  and  fill 
heaven  with  inhabitants,  how  do  statesmen,  kings,  and  conquer- 
ors, shrink,  and  wither,  and  fade  from  our  sight. 

Look  to  the  Cross.  Behold  the  Son  of  God  nailed  to  the  ac- 
cursed tree,  pouring  out  his  blood,  and  giving  up  the  ghost,  that 
men  might  be  saved !  Shall  Christ  die,  and  will  you  refuse  to  la- 
bour, that  your  fellow-men  may  live  forever ! 

Awake,  then,  to  righteousness  ;  to  your  obvious,  unceasing, 
and  most  important  duty.  God  has  given  you  all  that  you  are, 
and  all  that  you  possess.  Your  possessions  are  his  :  you  are  his. 
"  All  souls  are  mine.  The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  Render  therefore  to  God  the  things  that 
are  Godh.  Cheerfully  as  well  as  faithfully,  perseveringly  as  well  as 
patiently,  devote  your  time,  your  talents,  your  property,  and  your 
efforts,  to  this  divine  purpose.  Let  no  difficulty  discourage,  no 
opposition  slacken,  no  passion  hinder,  and  no  obstacle  prevent, 
your  exertions.  Extend  them  through  hfe  ;  and  say  from  the 
heart,  day  by  day,  "  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  her  cunning.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee  let  my 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  ;  if  1  prefer  not  Jerusalem 
above  my  chief  joy." 

But  it  is  not  sufficient,  that  you  labour.  If  you  would  find  suc- 
cess, you  must  pray  also.  No  good  descends  from  heaven  to  this 
world,  except  as  an  answer  to  prayer.  "  Ask,  and  ye  shall  re- 
ceive," is  the  great  law,  according  to  which  all  blessings  are  given. 
Pray  ahcaiis  xvith  all  prayer,  and  axippUcullon  of  the  Spirit,  there- 
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fore,  for  the  restoration  of  mankind  to  the  favour,  and  the  service, 
of  God.  For  this  glorious  end  let  the  secret  aspirations  of  the 
closet  rise  unceasingly  to  the  throne  of  mercy.  These  let  the 
morning  and  evening  oblation  of  the  household  accompany,  every 
day,  to  the  presence  of  God  ;  and  call  down  the  life-giving  influ- 
ence of  the  Spirit  of  Grace  upon  this  world  of  death  and  ruin. 
Finally,  for  the  same  delightful  end  let  the  sweet  incense  of  the 
sanctuary  ascend  in  one  vast  cloud  to  heaven,  from  sabbath  to 
sabbath,  as  the  united  and  acceptable  offering  of  all,  who  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  Him,  who  has  not  said  to  the  house  of  Jacob, 
^- Seek  ye  my  face  invain.^^  Thus  shall  the  millions  of  your  fel- 
low-men, ransomed  of  the  Lord,  return,  and  come  to  Zion  with 
songs,  and  everlasting  joy  7ipoji  their  heads.  They  shall  obtain  joy 
and  gladness ;  and  sorrorn  and  sighing  shall  fee  azcay. 


SERMON  XV. 


CHRIST  LOVES  HIS  CHILDREN  UNTO  THE  END. 
SERMON  I. 


*•#•< 


John  xiii.   1. 

Having  loved  his  own  which  were  in  the  world,  he  loved 
them  unto  the  end. 


The  period,  with  which  this  chapter  commences,  is  placed  by 
judicious  commentators  immediately  before  the  last  passover,  at 
which  our  Saviour  was  present.  The  declaration,  made  in  the 
text,  is  intended,  as  I  apprehend,  to  refer  to  all  the  events,  and  to 
all  the  discourses,  contained  in  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  book. 
By  most  of  them  it  is  directly  illustrated  ;  and  b^  the  whole,  taken 
together,  it  is  placed  in  the  strongest  light  conceivable. 

"  Having  loved,"  that  is,  having  once  begun  to  love  :  indicat- 
ing, that  placing  his  affection  was  decisive  with  regard  to  its  con- 
tinuance ;  and  that  it  was  insusceptible  of  decay,  or  termination. 

"  His  own,  which  were  in  the  world."  This  phraseology 
teaches  us,  that  they  were  his  property,  chosen  for  himself,  and  des- 
tined to  his  use  and  service.  All  things  are  his  :  for  they  were 
made  by  him,  and  for  him.  But  these  were  his  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner ;  and  are,  here,  intentionally  distinguished,  as  standing  in  a 
nearer  relation  to  him  than  any  thing  else  which  this  world  con- 
tains. His  property  in  them  is  peculiar,  both  in  kind  and  degree  ; 
and  his  interest  in  them  of  a  superior  nature. 

At  the  same  time  they  were  still  in  the  world  ;  and  were  not 
numbered  with  those,  who,  being  his  own  also,  had  ascended  to 
heaven.     The  objects  of  his  love,  here  specified,  were  not  "  the 
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spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect."  They  were  still,  in  greater  or 
less  degrees,  sinners.  They  were  sanctified  only  in  part;  and 
were  but  partially  attached  to  him.  They  had  many  errors, 
many  follies,  and  many  faults,  still  remaining ;  and  therefore 
many  things  to  be  blamed,  and  to  be  forgiven.  Their  disposition 
was  at  times  alienated  from  his  interest,  and  opposed  to  his  pre- 
cepts. At  the  best,  it  was  imperfectly  conformed  to  his  plea- 
sure. Even  the  good,  which  they  would,  or  wished  to  do,  at 
limes  the)'  did  not ;  and  the  evil,  which  they  would  not,  they  often 
did;  because  of  the  sin  still  remaining  in  them.  He  did  not  love 
them,  therefore,  merely  on  account  of  their  personal  worth,  but 
with  views,  of  a  more  exalted  nature. 

"  He  loved  them  unto  the  end."  The  end,  here,  may  with- 
out violence  be  variously  understood  ;  and  yet  the  application  of 
the  term  be  strictly  just,  as  well  as  highly  important. 

From  the  text,  thus  briefly  explained,  I  derive  this  doctrine : 

Christ  loves  his  children  laito  the  end. 

This  doctrine  I  shall  illustrate  from  his  Conduct  towards  hif 
Apostles, 

ParticulaWy, 

1st.    He  chose  th^m  out  of  the  world, 

"  Ye  have  not  chosen  me  ;  but  I  have  chosen  you."  John 
XV.   16. 

They  were,  originally,  like  ourselves,  miserable  sinners.  In 
them,  that  is  in  their Jlesh,  as  St.  Paul  testifies  of  himself,  dwelt  no 
good  thing  ;  nothing,  which  rendered  them  worthy  and  amiable  in 
his  sight ;  nothing,  on  which  he  could  look  with  approbation. 
On  the  contrary,  they  were  enemies  to  his  character,  cross,  and 
kingdom.  They  were  in  the  world,  in  the  moral,  or  worst,  sense : 
the  xoorld,  thai  lieth  in  wickedness  :  but,  as  he  informs  them  in  the 
16th  Chapter,  he  chose  them  out  of  the  world. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  were  bnnt  of  humble  lineage,  were  edu- 
cated in  a  very  lowly  and  limited  manner,  and  lived  in  obscurity 
and  insignificance.  It  was  therefore  obvious,  that  they  could  be 
of  no  consequence  to  him.  He  could  derive  from  them  neither 
instruction,  property,  assistance,  nor  credit.  It  was  of  course  im- 
possible, that  he  should  have  chosen  them  for  his  own  benefit. 
Whatever  they  were  to  do  for  him  at  any  future  period,  it  was 
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indispensable  that  he  should  enable  them  to  do  it.  Their  pow- 
er, their  wisdom,  nay  the  very  disposition  with  which  they  were 
to  act,  must  all  be  derived  from  him.  Even  these,  then,  and  the 
usefulness  to  which  they  gave  birth,  could  be  no  original  reasons 
why  he  chose  them:  for  he  could  have  given  exact!)  the  same 
attributes,  and  furnished  exactly  the  same  usefulness,  to  any 
others. 

In  choosing  them,  he  covenanted  with  them,  although  they  per- 
haps knew  nothing  of  the  fact,  to  supply  all  their  wants;  so  far^as 
should  be  necessary  for  his  service,  or  their  good.  From  this 
time  he  took  their  wants  upon  himself,  and  the  supplies  of  them  : 
their  sins,  and  the  atonement  of  them;  their  sutTerings,  and  the 
necessary  relief.  A  series  of  offices,  infinitely  necessary  to  them, 
and  infinitely  benevolent  on  his  part,  he  now  began  ;  in  which  he 
displayed  unlimited  condescension,  and  in  which  through  an  inter- 
minable progress  his  love  was  to  be  more  and  more  unfolded  to 
them  forever. 

2dly.  In  teaching  them  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  his  Religion. 

The  benevolent,  and  to  them  indispensable,  office  of  an  instruc- 
tor he  assumed  from  the  beginning;  and  continued  ir  until  his  as- 
cension. Nay,  he  resumed  it  after  this  wonderful  event ;  and, 
although  he  had  finally  left  the  world  as  a  place  of  residence,  he 
sent  down  his  Spirit  to  dwell  with  them,  to  guide  Xheminto  all  the 
truth,  and  to  bring  all  things  to  their  minds,  whatsoever  he  had  smd 
to  them,  in  the  way  of  remembrance. 

In  his  instructions  he  began  with  the  plainest  and  most  obvious 
precepts,  and  such,  as  would  least  violate  those,  which  without  an 
abuse  of  language  may,  perhaps,  be  called  honest  prejudices.  "  I 
have  many  things,"  he  observed  in  Chapter  xvi.  12,  "  to  say  unto 
you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  (hem  now."  This  rule  he  followed 
through  his  life  ;  unfolding  the  truth  as  they  were  able  to  bear  it. 
and  wearing  away,  imperceptibly,  one  of  their  errors  after  anoth- 
er. When  the  disciples  oi  John  asked  him,  "  Why  do  we  and  the 
Pharisees  fast  oft ;  but  thy  disciples  fast  not  ?"  he  replied.  "  No 
man  putteth  a  piece  of  new  cloth  unto  an  old  garment :  for  that, 
which  is  put  in  to  fill  it  up,  is  taken  from  the  garment,  and  the 
rent  is  made  worse.  Neither  do  men  put  new  wine  into  old  hot- 
tins  :  else  the  bottles  brrak.  and   thp  wine  runneth  out.  and  the 


SER.  XV.J  UNTO  THE  END,  ii47 

bottles  perish.  But  men  put  new  wine  into  new  bottles  ;  and 
both  an-  preserved."  He  found  his  disciples  extremely  ignorant ; 
slow  of  apprehension  ;  ready  on  every  occasion  to  fall  into  gross 
mistakes ;  and  perpetually  prone  to  return  to  their  former  preju- 
dices. Like  their  countrymen,  the)  expected  a  temporal  Mes- 
siah :  and,  like  them,  hoped  to  obtain  high  offices  in  his  kingdom. 
No  instructions  could  eradicate  this  silly  expectation  from  their 
minds  until  the  day  of  Pentecost.  They  were,  also,  slow  of  heart 
to  believe  what  he  taught,  and  what  Iht  prophets  taught  before  him. 
Often  was  he  obliged  to  reprove  them  for  their  want  of  faith,  and 
their  reluctant  belief  of  his  own  precepts.  Yet  he  never  re- 
proached them  ;  he  never  ridiculed  them  ;  he  never  exhibited  to 
them  a  single  specimen  of  unkindi.ess.  On  the  contrary  he  treat- 
ed even  their  prejudices  with  tenderness;  and  gave  them  "  line 
upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept :"  exhibiting  himself  in 
these  respects  as  a  glorious  pattern  for  every  succeeding  in- 
structor. 

3dly.   He  bore  patiently  with  all  their  faults. 

These,  as  you  well  know,  were  numerous.  They  were  com- 
mitted in  the  face  of  his  nistructions,  and  in  the  face  of  his  mira- 
cles. They  were,  therefore,  direct  testimonies  of  shameful  un- 
belief; and  well  merited  severe  reprehension.  Yet,  though  they 
were  often  repeated,  he  never  lost  his  equanimity,  nor  his  tender- 
ness. When  there  arose  a  reasonii  g  amang  them,  which  should  be 
the  greatest ;  instead  of  reproaching  them  for  this  foolish,  con- 
temptible pride,  he  took  a  child,  and  set  him  by  him  ;  and  said  unto 
them,  "  Whosoever  shall  receive  this  child  in  my  name  receiveth 
me  ;  and  whosoever  receiveth  me  receiveth  Him  that  sent  me  : 
for  he  that  is  least  among  you  all,  shall  be  great."  When  Peter 
had  thrice  denied  him,  and  had  mightily  enhanced  his  wickedness 
by  cursing  and  swearing  ;  how  wonderfully  gentle  and  affectionate 
was  the  reproof,  administered  to  him  by  the  Saviour  ?  "  And  the 
Lord  turned,"  says  St.  Luke,  "  and  looked  upon  Peter ;  and  Peter 
remembered  the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  he  had  said  unto  him, 
•  Before  the  cock  crow,  thou  shalt  deny  me  thrice.'  "  What  an 
example  is  here  furnished  of  patience  and  tenderness  to  us ! 

Itlily.   The  same  spirit   was  strongly  discovered  in  the  action, 
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which  St.  John,  hath  subjoined  as  an   ilhistration  of  it,  in  the  verses 
immediattlij  following  the  text. 

"Jesus,  knowing,"  says  the  Apo«tle,  "that  the  Father  had 
given  all  things  into  his  hands,  and  ihat  he  was  come  from  God, 
and  went  to  God  ;  he  riseth  from  supper,  and  laid  aside  his  gar- 
ments, and  took  a  towel,  and  girded  himself.  After  that,  he  pour- 
eth  water  into  a  bason,  and  began  to  wash  the  disciples  feet,  and 
to  wipe  them  with  the  towel.  wliere\yith  he  was  girded."  Remem- 
ber that  this  wasthe  Redeemer  of  mankind.  Remember,  that  it  was 
done  with  the  consciousness,  that  ht  camt  from  God,  and  relumed 
to  God,  and  that  the  Father  had  put  all  thinga  into  his  hand.  Call 
to  mind  the  humble  nature  of  the  office  itself.  Forget  not  for 
whom  it  was  done.  They  were  poor  peasants ;  of  no  considera- 
tion in  the  country  where  they  lived.  The  office  was  the  most 
lowly,  which  is  customarily  performed  for  man.  He,  who  per- 
formed it,  was  great  and  glorious  beyond  a  parallel. 

In  this  act  he  presented  ihem  witli  a  beautiful  type  of  that  inter- 
nal cleansing,  which  he  was  just  ready  to  procure  for  them  by  a 
far  more  humble,  and  immensely  more  self-denying,  effort :  pour- 
ins  out  his  blood  for  them  on  the  cross.  Here,  therefore,  he  held 
out  to  them  an  illustrious  prediction  of  the  unlimited  humiliation, 
which  he  was  about  to  undergo  fur  their  sakes ;  and  the  incompre- 
hensible love,  wMh  which  he  was  preparing  to  terminate  his  own 
life,  that  they  might  I've  forever. 

All  this,  a!so,  was  done,  not  for  himself;  not  even  for  his  own 
convenience  ;  but  solely  for  them  ;  to  instruct  them  in  their  duty  ; 
to  persuade  them  to  the  performance  of  it.  and  thus  to  become 
amiable  and  excellent  in  his  sight.  "  After  he  had  washed  their 
feet,"  says  St.  Jnhn,  "  and  had  taken  hi?  garments,  and  was  set 
down  again;  he  said  unto  them, ''Know  ye  what  1  have  done 
unto  you?  Ye  call  me  Master,  and  Lord  :  and  ye  say  well  ;  for 
so  I  am.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your 
feet ;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet.  For  I  have  given 
you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do  as  1  have  done  to  you.  Veri- 
ly, verily,  I  say  unto  you.  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his 
lord ;  neither  he  that  is  sent,  greater  than  he  that  sent  him.  If 
vc  know  these  things  ;  happy  are  ye,  if  ye  do  them." 
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5thly.  The  same  dispositign  was  eminently  manifested  in  institut- 
ing, the  same  evening,  the  Lord^s  supper. 

In  this  ordinance  his  sutferings  were  exhibited  in  a  new  and 
most  affecting  light.  Here  the  eye  of  faith  saw,  in  clear,  undeceiv- 
ing vision,  his  cross  erected;  lumself  nailed  to  the  accursed  tree  ; 
his  body  broken  ;  and  his  blood  poured  out ;  for  the  sins  of  men. 
Here  in  a  record,  written  in  letters  of  blood,  destined  to  endure, 
unaltered,  through  all  the  ages  of  time,  liable  to  no  interpolation, 
and  no  loss,  and  capable  of  no  misconstruction  ;  was  written  the 
love,  stronger  than  death,  and  triumphing  over  the  grave  ;  the  love, 
which  glowed  in  his  bosom  in  the  beginning,  and  which  will  burn 
with  an  intense  flame  forever  and  ever. 

Equally  manifested  were  his  humility  and  condesQension.  He 
supped  with  them ;  and  they  with  him.  Humble  as  they  were  in 
their  station  and  character,  they  sat  at  his  table  as  his  friends  ;  and 
saw  in  this  proof  of  his  affection  a  rich  earnest  of  their  future 
glory.  They  were  hereafter  to  be  most  honourably  acknowledg- 
ed as  his  friends.  In  the  heavenly  world  they  were  to  appear  as 
the  builders  of  his  earthly  house  :  and  on  the  precious  stones,  which 
form  the  foundation  of  the  jVero  Jerusalem,'were  to  be  engraved  ia 
eternal  characters  the  names  of  the  twelve  Apostles  of  the  Lamb. 
They  were  to  be  joint-heirs  with  him  in  the  heavenly  inheritance  ; 
his  companions  in  everlasting  joy  ;  and  kings  and  priests  in  his  im- 
mortal Kingdom. 

It  was  a  perpetual  ordinance  j  and  in  this  manner  indicated  the 
perpetual  and  unchangeable  nature  of  his  love.  His  sufferings, 
and  the  spirit  which  lived  and  breathed  in  them,  were  always  to  be 
presented  in  the  same  manner  to  the  eye  of  his  children  by  the 
same  sacred  symbols.  At  the  celebration  of  it  he  was  always  to  be 
present ;  to  sup  with  his  children  ;  to  pity  their  weaknesses  and 
follies  ;  to  feel  their  temptations  and  dangers ;  to  forgive  their 
sins ;  to  heal  their  back-slidings ;  to  multiply  to  them  grace, 
mercy,  and  peace  ;  and  to  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead  them 
onward  towards  endless  life. 

It  was  an  universal  ordinance  ;  to  be  celebrated  in  every  coun- 
try, and  in  every  age,  where  christians  should  be  found.  In  this 
fact  was  strongly  imaged  the  universahty  of  his  love.     The  ordi- 
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nance  is  instituted  for  all  men,  the  prince  and  the  peasant,  the 
Jew  and  the  Gentile,  the  master  and  the  slave  ;  christians  of  the 
east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south  ;  of  that  age,  and  of  all 
succeeding  ages.  To  every  one  of  these  the  love  of  the  Redeemer 
is  extended  :  and  every  one  is  loved  exactly  in  the  same  manner, 
and  with  the  same  degree  of  tenderness,  as  if  there  were  no  other 
object  of  his  Saviour's  aflTection.  To  every  one  it  is  the  love  of  a 
Saviour :  love,  which  brought  him  down  from  heaven  5  which 
carried  him  through  the  sufferings  of  a  persecuted  life,  and  induced 
him  patiently  and  serenely  to  ascend  the  cross. 

Finally,  the  time,  at  which  this  ordinance  was  instituted,  strongly 
illustrates  the  benevolence  of  the  Redeemer.  No  season  could 
have  been  equally  interesting,  useful,  or  proper.  He  was  now  going 
out  of  the  world.  He  was  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  sin- 
ners, condemned  as  a  malefactor,  and  nailed  to  the  cross.  For 
these  distressing  events  the  Apostles  were  very  ill  prepared. 
Such  a  catastrophe  of  the  Redeemer's  life  violated  all  their  ex- 
pectations. With  some  imperfect  views  of  his  true  character 
they  had  united  all  the  Jewish  prejudices  concerning  the  expected 
Messiah ;  and  firmly  believed,  that  he  was  to  become  a  great  and 
glorious,  temporal  prince  ;  reigning  over  a  vast  empire  with 
unprecedented  splendour.  In  this  empire  they  expected,  without 
a  doubt,  to  hold  places  of  high  distinction  :  and  even  on  this  very 
occasion,  discouraging  as  it  was,  disputed  zvhich  of  them  should  be 
raised  to  the  highest  distinction.  In  direct  contradiction  to  all 
this,  he  was  to  suffer  an  ignominious  death,  and  be  carried  to  the 
grave.  Nothing  could  be  more  disheartening  to  men  in  such  cir- 
cumstances. Nothing  could  more  entirely  overwhelm  them  with 
distress,  or  bring  them  nearer  to  the  borders  of  despair.  All  this 
he  distinctly  foresaw  ;  and  provided  the  necessary  remedy.  In 
this  living,  perpetual  memorial  he  showed,  in  a  manner  un- 
questionable, that,  though  he  was  to  die,  his  death  was  voluntary  ; 
foreseen  by  himself;  chosen  by  himself;  undergone,  because  it 
was  a  necessary  part  of  the  Providential  system  ;  and  undergone 
for  them.  In  this  manner  he  proved,  that  he  loved  them  with  a 
love,  superior  to  death  itself;  a  love,  which  would  warm  his 
bosom,  until  he  should  again  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with 
poiuef^  and  great  glori/. 
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fithly.   The  same  truth  is  gloriously  evident  in  the  Discourses, 
which  he  delivered  after  the  institution  of  the  Lord''s  Supper. 

These  constitute  the  most  wonderful  part  of  the  Sacred  Canon  ; 
and  contain  the  most  affecting  sentiments,  the  most  supporting 
consolations,  which  were  ever  made  known  in  the  present  world. 
Moral  sublimity  is  here  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  ;  and,  while  it 
expands  the  thoughts,  and  elevates  the  conceptions,  to  the  utmost, 
continually  forces  upon  the  mind  a  conviction  that  the  things,  in- 
tended in  the  several  declarations,  exceed  its  grasp,  and  rise  be- 
yond its  utmost  ken.  Nothing  could  be  so  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Apostles,  or  those  of  afflicted  Christians  in  every 
country,  and  in  every  period. 

"  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled :"  says  the  compassionate 
Redeemer  to  them ;  "  Ye  believe  in  God  ;  believe  also  in  me. 
In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions :  if  it  were  not  so,  I 
would  have  told  you.  I  go,  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And,  if 
I  go,  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
you  unto  myself;  that  where  I  am.  there  ye  may  be  also."  He 
then  declares,  that,  while  they  are  in  the  world,  he  will  not  leave 
them  hopeless,  or  comfortless ;  that  through  his  name  they  shall 
have  access  to  all  the  blessings,  which  they  need  ;  that  he  will 
send  them  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  whose  name  is  the  Comforter,  who 
will  enlighten,  guide,  support,  sanctify,  and  save,  them.  He  de- 
clares, that  his  Father  will  love  them,  and  that  he  and  his  Father 
will  dwell  with  them.  Tribulations,  it  is  true,  await  them  in  the 
world  :  and  they  will  be  called  to  encounter  hatred,  oppression 
and  sorrow.  These  things,  however,  will,  as  sources  of  suffering, 
be  momentary,  and  insigniticant ;  and  will  at  the  same  time  be 
means  on  the  one  hand  of  their  purification  and  happiness,  and  on 
the  other,  of  his  glory.  The  world,  he  informs  them,  he  has  over- 
come. Peace,  he  declares,  he  leaves  with  them ;  even  his  own 
peace  :  the  peace,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  he  has  sustained  all 
his  trials,  and  with  unchanging  serenity  met,  and  vanquished,  all 
his  enemies.  If  the  world  hate  them  ;  it  has  also  hated  him  :  and 
they  ought  cheerfully  to  receive  the  same  allotments,  which  were 
dispensed  to  him  ;  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  best  Beloved  :  same- 
ness of  circumstances  being,  here,  proof  of  sameness  of  character 
and  evidence  of  similar  approbation  and  love   from  God.     Al- 
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though  in  appearance  he  leaves  them  for  a  time  ;  it  is  to  lay  down 
his  life  for  their  sakes,  and  to  obtain  for  them  the  Spirit  of  grace : 
infinitely  the  best  of  all  blessings.  Although  he  leaves  them  for 
a  time  ;  it  is  in  appearance  only  :  and  he  will  soon  manifest  him- 
self to  them  again.  The  Father,  he  assures  them,  loves  him  ; 
and  hath  put  all  things  into  his  hands.  From  such  a  friend,  in- 
vested with  such  possessions-  no  good  therefore  can  be  asked,  or 
hoped,  in  vain. 

Such  is  a  very  partial  and  imperfect  summary  of  the  divine  con- 
solations, communicated  in  the  three  first  of  these  chapters.  The 
fourthis  a  prayer,  primarily  for  his  Apostles,  and  generally  for  all 
his  children  to  the  end  of  the  world  :  a  prayer,  fraught  with  senti- 
ments more  sublime,  more  noble,  and  more  benevolent,  than  any 
other  which  the  pen  of  man  has  been  permitted  to  record.  In 
this  most  wonderful  discourse,  Christ  asserts  his  divine  power  and 
glory  ;  the  infinity  of  his  possessions  ;  and  his  unity,  and  equality, 
with  the  Father.  He  supplicates  for  them,  also,  all  the  blessings 
which  they  need ;  declares,  that  he  has  kept  them  hitherto ; 
and  beseeches  the  Father  to  keep  them  hereafter.  The  glory, 
to  which  they  are  destined,  he  asserts,  is  the  glory,  which  the 
Father  had  given  him  ;  and  declares  it  to  be  his  pleasure,  that  they 
should  hereafter  be  with  him,  and  behold,  and  enjoy,  his  glory 
forever. 

In  this  prayer  we  have,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  commencement  of 
the  intercession,  which  Christ  makes  for  his  children,  before  the 
throne  of  the  Majesty  in  the  Heavens.  In  the  early  part  of  it  he 
asserts,  that  he  had  performed  the  great  work  of  a  Mediator,  un- 
dertaken by  him  in  the  covenant  of  Redemption ;  and  on  this 
ground  claims  the  reward,  which  in  that  Covenant  the  Father  had 
promised.  "  Father,"  said  he,  "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth  : 
I  have  finished  the  work,  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do.  And  now, 
Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  self,  with  the  glory,  which 
I  had  with  thee  before  ever  the  world  was."  There  can  be  no 
reasonable  doubt,  that  of  the  same  tenor  is  his  eternal  intercession 
in  the  heavens. 

Of  the  same  general  nature  and  import  were  all  the  actions  of 
the  Saviour,  which  were  subsequent  to  these  discourses.  At  the 
commencement  of  his  aerony  in  the  garden  he  directed  them  to 


isER.  XV.J  UXTO  THE  F.N'D.  253 

watch.  Speedily  after  he  left  them,  however,  they  fell  iisleep. 
Mark  the  gentleness  of  his  reproof,  when  he  returned,  and  found 
them  asleep.  ''What,  con  id  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour? 
Watch,  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation.  The  spirit 
indeed  is  willing;  but  the  flesh  is  weak."  And  when  the  band 
came  up  to  take  him,  he  provided,  with  the  same  tenderness,  for 
their  escape.  "  1  have  told  you,"  said  he,  "  that  I  am  he  :  if 
therefore  ye  seek  me,  let  these  go  their  way."  After  his  resur- 
rection, while  they  disbelieved  that  he  had  risen  ;  and,  zohen  he 
stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  instead  of  believing,  were  terrified  and 
affrighted,  and  supposed  they  had  seen  a  spirit;  he  again  reproved 
them  with  the  same  inimitable  tenderness.  "  And  he  said  unto 
them, '  Why  are  ye  troubled  ;  and  why  do  thoughts  arise  in  your 
hearts  ?  Behold  my  hands,  and  my  feet ;  that  it  is  I  myself. 
Handle  me,  and  see  :  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones,  as  ye 
see  me  have.'  And,  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  shewed  them 
his  hands  and  his  feet." 

Finally,  in  the  same  manner,  when  Thomas  refused  to  receive 
the  testimony  of  the  other  Apostles  concerning  this  great  event, 
and  declared  that  he  would  not  believe  without  the  evidence  of 
his  own  sight  and  feeling  ;  Jesus,  having  met  them  again,  when 
Thomas  was  present,  reproved  the  unbelieving  Apostle  with  a 
kindness,  and  gentleness,  which  admit  no  parallel.  "  Thomas, 
because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed  :  blessed  are  they, 
who  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." 

After  his  ascension,  he  continued  to  exercise  the  same  disposi- 
tion towards  them  unto  the  end  of  their  lives.  When  Peter,  for 
example,  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  bound  hetzoeen  four  quater- 
nions of  soldiers ;  he  sent  his  angel,  and  smote  off  his  chains  ; 
and  delivered  his  faithful  disciple  from  the  merciless  tyrant  who 
sought  his  life.  The  emotions,  which  Paul  felt  concerning  this 
subject,  strongly  illustrated  to  him  by  a  thousand  deliverances  of 
his  own,  as  well  as  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Gospel,  may  be  best 
learned  from  his  own  mouth.  "  For  this  cause,"  says  he.  "  I 
bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
j^Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ;  that  ye.  being  rooted, 
"''^fand  grounded,  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend,  with  all 
saints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height: 
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and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge."  Such 
was  the  love,  which  Christ  manifested  to  those  who  became  his 
disciples  in  the  first  age  of  the  Christian  church.  Of  the  same 
nature,  exactly,  is  the  love,  which  he  exercises  tov/ards  his  chil- 
dren,in  every  succeeding  age  of  the  woild.  In  his  intercession 
for  his  Apostles  in  the  17th  Chapter  of  Si.  John,  he  said,  "Nei- 
ther pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also,  who  shall  believe 
on  me  through  their  word :  tliat  they  may  be  oiie,  as  thou  Fa- 
ther art  in  me,  and  1  in  thee  ;  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us  : 
that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.  And  the 
glory,  which  thou  hast  given  me,  I  have  given  them  :  that  they 
may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one."  What  he  prayed  for  in  this 
place  he  has  taken  effectual  care  to  accomplish.  They  have  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  this  intercession  in  every  period  of  time  : 
and  the  members  of  this  church,  if  they  are  his  real  disciples,  are 
now  partakers  of  these  benefits.  He  is  ihe  same  yesterday^  to-day^ 
and  forever  ^  and  in  the  constancy  of  his  love  to  his  apostles  has 
gloriously  evinced  the  constancy  of  his  love  to  ever^  Christian. 
"  Lo !"  said  he  to  them,  and  through  them  to  all  his  followers,  "  I 
am  with  you  alway  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

He  hath  chosen  them  in  the  same  manner,  in  which  he  chose 
his  Apostles.  In  the  same  manner  has  he  renewed  them  by  his 
Holy  Spirit.  In  the  same  manner  does  he  instruct  them,  and 
bear  with  them.  For  them  also,  as  truly  as  for  the  Apostles,  he 
instituted  the  Lord's  Supper ;  and  at  every  administration  of  it  is 
present  with  them.  "  Where  two,  or  three,"  said  he,  "  are  met 
together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  The 
discourses,  which  he  addressed  to  the  apostles,  he  has  caused  to 
be  written,  and  conveyed  down,  for  the  consolation  of  his  faithful 
followers  to  the  end  of  time  :  and  they  are  addressed  to  us,  in  the 
same  manner  substantially,  as  to  Peter  and  John.  Nor  is  there  a 
promise,  which  was  made  to  them,  as  Christians,  which  is  not  also 
made  to  us  in  the  same  character.  Of  every  Christian  he  takes 
the  immediate  and  special  charge  :  superintending  with  watchful 
care,  and  unlimited  kindness,  all  his  interests  of  soul  and  body, 
time  and  eternity.  ''  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee," 
is  the  declaration,  with  which  he  commences  his  intercourse  with 
the  renewed  mind:  and  he  fulfils  it  exactly,   until  he  has  placed 
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that  mind  beyond  the  reach  of  every  enemy,  temptation  and 
danger. 

What  is  true  of  individual  Christians  is  equally  true  of  the 
Church  at  large.  In  the  beginning  he  declared,  that  he  founded 
his  church  upon  a  rock,  and  that  the  gaits  of  Hell,  or  rather  of 
Hades,  should  not  prevail  agamst  it.  The  real  meaning  of  this 
declaration  is,  that  his  church  should  oever  become  extinct :  and 
it  has  been  exactly  fulfilled  to  the  present  hour.  There  is  now  a 
church  in  the  world.  There  has  always  been  a  church  in  the 
world.  What  prediction  could  have  seemed  more  improbable,  if 
we  consider  its  feebleness  at  its  first  establishment ;  the  humble, 
powerless  character  of  its  members,  the  power,  numbers  and  vio- 
lence, of  its  enemies  5  and  the  immense  persecutions,  which  it  suf- 
fered. This  improbability  is  not  lessened,  when  we  remember, 
that  its  situation  has  been  equally  dangerous  in  many  other  suc- 
cessive periods.  The  church  has  always  been  surrounded  by 
enemies.  They  have  been  numerous  :  they  have  been  formida- 
ble. At  times  they  have  seemed  entirely  to  prevail :  and  its  faith- 
ful witnesses  have  been  slain  in  the  streets  of  its  enemies.  Still 
they  have  riseyi  again.  Immediately  before  the  Reformation,  the 
Heavens  were  clothed  with  blackness,  and  sackcloth  was  made  their 
covering.  At  this  moment  the  day  dawned,  and  the  day  star  arose 
in  the  hearts  of  millions.  At  the  present  time*  a  similar  gloom 
has  overspread  the  world.  There  are  voices,  and  thunders,  and 
lightnings  and  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was  not  since  men  were 
upon  the  earth  ;  so  mighty  an  earthquake,  and  so  great.  The  cities 
of  the  nations  fall ;  the  islands  flee  away ;  and  the  mountains 
vanish.  Still  Got?  is  the  refuge  and  strength  of  his  church;  her 
very  present  help  in  trouble,  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her ;  and  she 
shall  not  be  moved.  With  a  constant,  parental  hand ;  with  the 
love,  which  he  carried  to  the  cross ;  the  Redeemer  watches  over 
all  her  interests,  and  causes  all  things  to  work  for  her  good.  She 
may  be  afflicted ;  but  she  will  not  be  forsaken.  She  may  be  cast 
down,  but  she  will  not  be  destroyed.  He  keeps  her  in  the  hollow 
of  his  hand  and  as  thi-  apple  of  his  eye.  "  Can  a  woman,"  he  cries, 
"  forget  her  sucking  child  ;  that  she  should  not  have  compassion  on 

*  111  the  year  101?. 
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the  fruit  of  her  womb  ?  Yea,  the)  may  forget ;  yet  will  not  1  for- 
get thee." 

Finally,  Chrisf  loves  his  children  through  Eternity. 

He  does  not  forsake  them  in  death.  On  a  dying  bed  he  speaks 
peace  to  their  departing  spirits :  and  his  angels  wail,  to  conduct 
them  to  the  bosom  of  Abraham.  Their  boaies  are  tlien  sown  in 
their  original  dishonour,  weakness,  and  corruption,  to  be  raised  in 
incorruption,  power,  and  glory. 

In  the  final  day  they  will  be  raised  with  these  splendours  of 
immortality ;  and  re-united  to  their  minds,  advanced  in  know- 
ledge, and  excellence,  to  absolute  perfection.  Then  he  will 
ac(|uit  them  before  the  assembled  universe;  and  confess  them  as 
his  followers  and  friends.  When  the  judgment  is  finished  ;  he 
will  convey  them  in  triumph  to  heaven,  and  present  them  to  his 
Father,  and  their  Father,  to  his  God.  and  their  God,  as  the  crown 
of  his  labours,  his  endless  joy.  and  the  objects  of  his  eternal  love. 
Then  he  will  claim  the  unchangeable  promise  in  the  Covenant  of 
Redemption,  that  they  should  endure  forever,  and  his  dominion  over 
them  be  as  the  days  of  heaven.  Then  he  will  make  them  kings, 
and  priests  unto  God:  and  of  the  increase  of  their  joeace,  and  Ai5 
kingdom,  there  will  he  no  end. 
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CHRIST  LOVES  HIS  CHILDREN  UNTO  THE  END. 
SERMON  II, 


John  xiii.   1. 

Having  loved  his  own  which  were  in  the  world,  he  loved 

them  unto  the  end. 

In  the  preceding  discourse  I  derived  from  these  words  the  fol- 
lowing doctrine  : 

Christ  loves  his  children  unto  the  end. 

This  doctrine  I  illustrated  from  the  conduct  of  Christ  to  his 
Apostles  :  and  observed  that  he  manifested  his  love  towards  them, 
particularly, 

1st.  In  choosing  them  out  of  the  world  ; 

2dlj.  In  teaching  them  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  his  Religion; 

3dly.  In  bearing  patiently  with  all  their  faults  ; 

4thly.  In  the  act  of  washing  their  feet,  recited  in  the  verses  follozo- 
ing  the  text ; 

5thly.  In  instituting^  the  same  evening,  the  Lord^s  supper ;  and, 

6thly.  In  the  discourses,  which  he  delivered  after  the  insHtution  of 
that  Sacrament. 

1  then  observed,  that  the  love,  exercised  towards  his  children  in 
every  age,  is  equally  intense  ;  and  endeavoured  to  illustrate  this 
position  from  his  declarations  in  the  Scriptures,  and  from  his 
conduct  towards  individual  Christians,  and  towards  the  church. 

I  shall  now  derive  from  this  interesting  subject  several  Re- 
marks ;  intended  to  be  means  of  improvement  in  the  Christian 
character. 

VOL.  I.  .33 
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I.  Hozo  wonderful  is  the  love  of  Christ. 

This  subject  may  be  advantageous!}'  illustrated  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads. 

1st.    The  love  of  Christ  was  Disinterested. 

"  Jehovah,"  said  he,  '•  possessed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his 
way,  before  his  works  of  old:  while  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the 
earth,  nor  the  fields,  nor  the  higiit^l  part  of  the  dusl  of  the  world. 
When  he  prepared  the  heavens,  I  was  there  ;  when  he  seta  com- 
pass upon  the  face  of  the  deep.  When  he  gave  to  the  sea  his  de- 
cree, that  the  waters  should  not  pass  his  commandment ;  when  he 
appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ;  Then  was  1  by  him,  as 
one  brought  up  with  him  :  and  I  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing 
always  before  him."  "For  by  him,"  saith  St.  Pau/,  " were  all 
things  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  vi?ible 
and  invisible  ;  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  princi- 
palities, or  powers  ;  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and  for  him. 
And  he  is  before  all  things  :  and  by  him  all  things  consist;  And 
he  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church  ;  who  is  the  beginning,  the 
first-born  from  the  dead  •,  that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre- 
eminence ;  For  it  pleased  the  Father  that  in  him  should  all  full- 
ness dwell." 

It  is  impossible,  that  he,  of  whom  these  things  are  said,  should 
need  any  thing  at  the  hands  of  any  being  whatever.  If  he  wished 
to  add  worlds  to  his  possessions  ;  he  could  create  them  with  a 
word.  If  he  wished  to  fill  them  with  inhabitants ;  they  would 
spring  up  in  endless  myriads  at  his  bidding.  Heaven  is  his  throne  : 
the  Universe  is  his  empire  :  and  all  its  virtuous  inhabitants  have 
from  the  beginning  ascribed  blessings  and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and 
power,  and  might,  and  thanksgiving,  to  Him  that  srtteth  on  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever.  At  the  same  time  he 
rejoiced  alway  before  his  Father  ;  and  was  supremely  happy  in  his 
boundless  and  eternal  complacency.  How  evidently  must  he,  of 
whom  these  things  can  be  said,  be  removed  far  beyond  the  exist- 
ence, and  the  possibility,  of  wanting  any  thing,  which  could  contri- 
bute to  his  glory  and  happiness,  from  the  hands  of  any  creature 
whatever  ? 

But,  whoever  might  be  of  importance  to  him.  certainly  men 
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were  not.  As  we  have  nothing,  but  what  we  receive  from  him  : 
it  is  evident,  that,  if  we  should  give  him  whatever  we  possess,  we 
should  barely  return  what  he  daily  gives  to  us.  Should  we  add 
ourselves  to  the  oblation;  we  should  onl)  add  one  more  gift,  of 
exactly  the  same  nature  :  for  ourselves  also  are  absolutely  his. 
This,  however,  is  far  from  being  all.  We  are  not  only  his  ;  but 
we  are  of  no  value  to  him,  unless  as  mere  objects  of  his  benefi- 
cence :  not  beings,  which  can  do  good  to  him,  but  objects,  to 
which  he  may  do  good  :  not  as  things,  valuable  in  themselves, 
but  things,  which  he  is  able  to  make  valuable  by  bestowing  on 
them  worth,  foreign  to  their  nature.  Think  how  humble  is  our 
original,  and  our  end.  From  the  dust  we  sprang  :  to  the  dust  we 
return.  Worms,  and  mites,  and  minims,  claim  the  same  origin"; 
and  are  destined  to  the  same  end. 

Remember,  beyond   this,  the  whole  race  of  man  were  sinners : 
vile,  polluted,  and  abominable,  in  his  sight.     Cast  your  eyes  over 
the  great  world,  which  we  inhabit ;  and  mark  what  an   appear- 
ance its  surface  has  exhibited,   from  the  apostasy   to  the  present 
time.     See  a  great  proportion  of  it,   covered  with  idolatry  ;  and 
the  inhabitants  worshipping  demons  and  brutes,  stocks  and  stones, 
and  absolutely  forgetting,  that  there  is  such  a  being  as  Jehovah. 
See   them  rendering   all    their  religious   homage,  and  all    their 
gratitude,  to  these  infernal,  or  to  these  stupid,  objects.     See  their 
worship  a  compound  of  fraud  and  falsehood,  of  lewdness  and  blood. 
See  their  doctrines  a  mass  of  folly  and  stupidity,  at  the  appearance 
of  which  virtue  sickens,  and  reason  stands  amazed.     Mark  their 
treatment  of  each  other.     What  a  train  of  unfilial,   unparenta], 
nnfraternal,  injuries,  of  frauds  and  thefts,   of  gross  and  monstrous 
impurities,  of  lies,  slanders  and  perjuries,  of  quarrels  and  murders, 
it  has  regularly  involved  from  the  beginning.     From  these  private 
scenes  of  guilt  turn   your  eyes  to  scenes  of  a  more  public  and 
general  nature.     Observe  how  great  a  part  of  the  public  business 
of  man  has  been  formed  of  the  mere  repression  of  crimes.     How 
many  jails   and  gibbets  frown  over  the  face   of  every  civilized 
country;  and  what  a  multitude  of  wretches  are  doomed  to  drag 
out  life  in  the  one,  or  to  end  it  on  the  other.     Ascend  a  degree 
higher ;  and  see  sceptred  Avarice  snatching  on  the  right  hand, 
ftnd  devouring  on  the  left;  spreading  want,  and  woe,  through 
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cities,  provinces  and  countries ;  and  wrenching  from  the  hand  oi 
poverty  its  last  mite.  To  tinish  the  prospect,  behold  Ambition 
laying  waste  the  world  ;  and  with  fire,  and  swo-.d,  emptj-ing  earth 
of  its  inhabitants;  to  secure  the  privilege,  the  birthr.ght,  of  his 
kindred  tigers,  of  roaming  and  ruling  in  a  desert;  and  to  acquire 
the  glory  of  having  his  name,  iudeiibl)  written  in  characters  of 
blood. 

From  such  beings  what  advantage  could  this  divine  Agent  ex- 
pect?    In  what  manner  could  they  contribute  to  his  pleasure,  or 
his  praise  ?     Could  such  hands  ever  be  employed  in  promoting  his 
pleasure  ?      Could    such  tongues  ever  become   vocal    with   his 
praise  ?     Had  they  all  been  blotted  out  of  existence  ;  what  chasm 
would  have  been  made  in  his  empire  :  what  loss  would  he  have  ex- 
perienced in  his  enjoyments  ?     W  hen,  therefore,  we  find,  that  in 
the  full  possession  of  the  glory,  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before 
ever  the  world  was,  he  rejoiced  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth, 
and  that  his  delights  were  with  the  so7is  of  men }  we  are  irresistibly 
forced  to  the  conclusion,  that  he  was  drawn  to  this  object  solely  by 
his  own  good  will.     He  saw,  here,  a  vast  multitude  of  immortal 
beings,  who  were  poor,  and  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  blind,  and 
naked.     He  saw  them  lost  in  hopeless   ruin ;  outcasts  from  the 
divine  kingdom  ;  and  candidates  only  for  perdition.     Re  saw,  that 
there  was  no  man,  to  stand   between   them  and  de.'^truction  ;  and 
wondered  that  there  was  no  intercessor,  to  plead  for  them.      Then 
his  own  arm  brought  salvation  to  him ;  and  the  time  was,  indeed,  a 
time  of  his  love.     To  these  guilty,  wretched  beings  with  a  divine 
prescience  he  looked  down  the  immeasurable  vale  of  futurity  ;  and 
with  a  boundless  compassion,  awakened  by  their  guilt  and  woe, 
determined  to  rescue  them  from  these   illimitable  evils.     In  this 
prescience,  and  this  determination,  he  became  the  Lamb,  slain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world:  and  the  language  of  the  church  in  the 
63d  chapter  of  Isaiah,  addressed   to  him  with  exact   propriety, 
was,  "  Our  Redeemer,  from  everlasting,  was  thy  name."* 

To  accomplish  this  salvation,  an  immense  sacrifice  was  indis- 
pensable :  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life,  at  the  close  of  a  train  of 
singular  sufferings.     These  sufferings  he  voluntarily  took  upon 

'  Tsaiah  Ixiii.  16,  Marsrin 
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himself.  This  hfe  he  gave  up  in  agonies.  His  soul  was  made  an 
offe  ring  for  sin  j  and  his  body  was  carried  to  the  grave.  Scarcely 
for  a  righteous  man  will  one  die :  but  Christ  commended  his  lore  to 
us  in  that,  while  wi  were  yet  sinners,  he  died  for  us. 

We  are  so  accustomed  to  consider  this  subject  with  reference  to 
mankind  at  large,  that  our  conceptioi.s  are  prone  to  be  habitually 
general,  cold,  and  unimpressive.     My   brethren,  Christ  died  for 
just  such  beings,  as  you  atid  me.     For  jUst  such  souls,  as  ours,  he 
became  a  random.     He  died  for  the  very  beings,  who  have  done 
all   the   wi.  kedness,   which   1   have  summarily  described  aljove. 
The  first  trophy  of  his  sacrifice,  after  his  death,  was  a  thief.     To 
this  wretched,  polluted  being  he  gave  the  wings  of  immortality  ; 
and  on  the  same  day,  in  which  he  entered  the  world  of  departed 
spirits,  conducted  him,  as  his  own  companion,  to  the  paradise  of 
God.     What  could  this  miserable  wretch  do  for  the  Saviour  of 
men,  to  prompt  this  glorious  person  to  lay  down  his  life  upon  the 
cross,   that  such  a  polluted  creature  might  live  ?     In  this  very 
transaction  He  lighted  up  a  beacon  on  the  mountain  of  the  Lord'^s 
house,  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  exalted  above  the 
hills,  to  announce   to  all  nations,  that  the  path   to  heaven  was, 
that  day,  opened  to  all   men;  and  that  guilt  and  shame  would 
henceforth  shut  out  none ;  not  even  those,  whom  the  voice  of  pe- 
nal justice  had  solemnl}  and  truly  declared  to  be  unfit  to  live,  in 
the  present  world. 

What,  I  ask  again,  could  such  beings,  as  these,  do  for  the  Son 
of  God;  his  Elect,  in  whom  his  soul  delighteth  ?     Nay,  what,  mv 
brethren,  could  we  ourselves  do  for  this  possessor  of  heaven  and 
earth?     What  have  we,  that  we   have  not  received  from  him? 
Nay,  what  are  we,  that  is  even  in  our  own  view  of  any  value,  be- 
side what  he   hath  made  us?     Had  he  permitted  us  to  return  to 
our  original  nothing,  or  to  go  down  to  the  regions  of  despair  ;  how 
easily  might  he  have  filled  our  places  with  beings,  in  greater  num- 
bers, and  possessed  of  minds  unspeakably  more  pure,  excellent, 
and  amiable?  beings,  fitted  to  breathe  the  air,  enjoy  the  life,  and 
mingle  in  the  praises,  of  immortality  ?     But  such  beings  could   not 
be  rescued  from  endless  ruin.     Over  them  his  benevolence  could 
not  yearn  for  their  deliverance  from  guilt ;  for  they  would  not  be 
guilty  :  nor  weep  at  the  sight  of  their  approaching  misery ;  for 
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they  would  not  be  destined  to  be  miserable.  It  was  his  glory,  as 
it  was  his  delight,  to  be  the  friend  of  the  friendless,  and  the  helper 
of  the  helpless;  to  pardon  the  sinful,  and  cleanse  the  polluted  ; 
to  open  the  door  of  heaven  to  faith,  and  hold  out  the  golden  scep- 
tre to  penitence  ;  to  relume  with  hope  the  eye  of  de^pair,  and  open 
a  passage  from  the  grave  to  the  world  of  glory. 

2dly.   The  lovt  of  Christ  is  Universal. 

The  love  of  Christ  extends  through  all   lands   and   ages.     It 
reaches  persons  in  every  condition  of  hfe.     The  monarch  is  not 
above,  the  beggar  is  not  below,  it.     The  infant,  expiring  in  the 
cradle,  is  not  without  its  grasp ;  nor  the  hoary  sirmer,  tottering 
on  the  brink  of  the  tomb.     It   descended,  like  the  dew  of  Eden, 
upon  our  first  parents,  speedily  after  their  apostasy.     It  travelled 
down  through  the  Antediluvian  ages,  until  it  entered  the  ark  with 
J^foah  and  his  family,  and   accompanied  them   over  the  ocean  of 
destruction  to  the  mountains  of  Ararat.     It  wandered,  as  a   pil- 
grim, with  Abraham  ;  and  followed  him  from  Chaldea  to  the  latid 
of  Promise.     It  went  down  with  Jacob  and  Jo<^eph  into  Egypt  ^ 
and  returned  again  with  Moses  through  the  Rtd  Sea,  and  the  Wil- 
derness, to    the    same  sequestered   ground.     It  dwelt  with   the 
Church  in  the  Shechinah  until  the  Babylonish  captivity.     With 
Daniel  it  entered  the  Lion's  den  ;  and  to  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and 
jibednego,  in  the  caverns  of  the  burning,  fiery  furnace,  appeared 
with  celestial  splendour,  in  the  form  of  the  Son  of  God.     With  the 
Apostles  it  preached  through  the  Roman  world  the  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  were  announced   to  all  people  ^  and   proclaimed 
glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  towards 
men.     From  Asia  it  travelled  into  Europe  :  and  even  in  the  ages 
of  darkness  and  superstition  found  the  cottage  of  piety,  and  the 
cell  of  devotion,  and  sanctified   them  for  its  residence,  amid  a 
world  of  corruption.     At  the  Reformation  it  lighted  the  flame  of 
virtue  on  a  thousand   hills  ;  and   awakened   hymns  of  transport, 
and    praise,  in  all    the  vallics   beneath  them.     From  Eumpc  it 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  the  little  flock,  which  sought  and   found 
a  refuge  for  piety  in  this  immense  wilderness;  and   smiled   upon 
every  sanctuary  which  they  built,  every  church  which  they  plant- 
ed, and  every  sacrifice  of  prayer  and  praise  which  they  offered  up 
t.o  God.     With  the  missionaries,  who  run  to  and  fro.  to  inrreast 
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knowledge,  it  is  now  sailing  back  to  Asia  again,  to  shower  its  bless- 
ings upon  regions,  long  accursed  with  drought  and  sterility. 

in  these  vast  regions  of  the  globe,  and  during  this  imntiense 
progress  of  time,  it  has  never  failed  to  visit  a  house  where  it  was 
welcomed,  nor  a  heart  in  which  it  could  find  a  residence.  To 
the  feeble  it  has  regularly  imparted  strength;  and  to  the  doubt- 
ing, confidence.  To  the  solitary  it  has  been  the  most  delightful 
companion  ;  and  to  the  forsaken,  the  best  of  friends.  The  eye 
of  despondency  it  has  illumined  with  hope  ;  and  caused  the  heart 
of  sorrow  to  sing  for  joy.  Wherever  it  has  appeared,  life  and  im- 
mortality have  sprung  to  light ;  and  faith,  repentance,  and  holi- 
ness, have  become  inmates  of  the  breast.  The  heralds  of  salva- 
tion have  proclaimed  pardon,  peace,  and  reconciliation  with 
God  :  and  the  soul,  lifting  up  its  eyes,  has,  like  the  seer  of  Patmos, 
seen  the  J^'ezv  Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven, 
prepared,  and  ado>-ned,  as  a  bride  for  her  husband. 

3dly.   The  love  of  Christ  is  Unchangeable. 

Before  our  Saviour  ascended  after  his  crucifixion,  he  said  to 
his  Apostles,  and  through  them  to  all,  that  should  believe  on  him 
through  th'ir  word,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway  to  the  end  of  the 
world."  That  Christians  might  not  be  at  a  loss  concerning  the 
application  of  this  promise  to  themselves,  individually,  S/.  Paul, 
quoting  a  promise  of  the  same  import,  has  taught  every  Christian 
to  make  it  his  own.  "  Be  content,"  said  he  to  the  members  of 
the  Hebrew  church,  "  with  such  things,  as  ye  have  :  for  he  hath 
said, '  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee.'  "  To  make 
them  perfectly  assured  of  the  safety  of  relying  unlimitedly  on  this 
promise,  he  subjoins  in  the  third  verse,  following,  the  proper  cha- 
racter of  the  glorious  Agent,  who  first  uttered  it,  in  this  remarka- 
ble phraseology  ;  "  Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and 
forever."  The  promise,  then,  is  unchangeable :  and  the  love, 
by  which  it  was  dictated,  is  of  the  same  unalterable  nature.  Ac- 
cordingly we  see  this  promise  fulfilled  in  its  entire  import  at  the 
present  hour.  The  same  Lord  over  all  is  now,  as  in  every  past 
age,  rich  iinto  all,  that  call  upon  him.  His  providence  preserves 
his  Church  in  the  presence,  and  in  spite  of  the  persecutions,  of  her 
enemies  ,•  and  causes  her  cup  to  run  over  with  blessings.  He  con- 
tinues to  Christians  the  word,  and  worship,  of  God ;  meets  them 
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still  in  his  house,  and  at  his  table ;  and  communicates  to  them 
the  blessing,  which  descended  or'l^lna^]y  upon  Zion;  even  life  for- 
evermore.  Still  his  Spirit  renews  the  soul  of  man;  guides  the 
wandering;  restores  the  lost;  directs  the  perplexed;  binds  up 
the  broken  hearted ;  feeds  those,  who  hunger,  and  thirst,  after 
righteousness  ^  and  in  all  trials,  dangers,  and  sufferings,  adminis- 
ters consolations,  which  are  neither  few,  nor  small.  With  the 
same  love,  with  which  he  ascended  the  cross,  he  watches  over 
every  one  of  his  followers,  however  poor  and  humble,  however 
ignorant  and  despised,  with  a  heart  that  is  never  weary,  with  an 
eye  that  never  sleeps.  Not  one  of  their  number  is  forgotten  : 
and  at  the  final  day  the  name  of  every  one  will  he  found,  written  in 
the  book  o/"  eternal  life. 

4thly.  The  love  of  Christ  is  immeasurably  Great. 

"  The  love  of  Christ,"  says  St.  Paul,  "which  passeth  know- 
ledge." It  is  a  ZoDc,  which  has  proved  itself  to  be  stronger  than 
death;  a  love  which  affliction  could  not  ^wencA,  which  sorrow 
could  not  drown.  This  is  evident,  with  a  lustre  irresistible,  in 
the  things,  which  he  has  done  ;  which  he  is  doing;  and  which  he 
will  do  hereafter.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  recall  on  this  oc- 
casion the  things,  which  Christ  has  already  done.  I  need  not  ex- 
hibit him  to  you  on  the  cross,  pouring  out  his  blood  for  the  salva- 
tion of  men;  nor  present  him,  agonizing  in  the  garden  of  Gethse- 
mane ;  nor  follow  him  to  the  tomb.  What  must  have  been  the 
intenseness  of  that  benevolence,  which  could  bring  the  Son  of 
God  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  to  shame  and  agony,  to  the  cross 
and  to  the  grave  ? 

Less  striking,  I  acknowledge,  but  scarcely  less  affecting,  are 
the  proofs  of  the  same  love  in  what  he  is  now  doing.  There  is 
something  inexpressibly  glorious  to  him.  and  beyond  measure  in- 
teresting to  us,  in  beholding  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  who  has  as- 
cended far  above  all  heavens,  that  he  might  fill  all  things,  looking 
down,  nay  descending,  from  this  stupendous  greatness  to  the  mi- 
serable world,  which  we  inhabit,  to  blot  out  the  transgressions, 
and  wash  away  the  stains,  of  a  wretched  sinner ;  to  renew  a  pollut- 
ed soul ;  to  shed  upon  it  peace,  passing  all  understanding ;  to  re- 
unite it  to  the  favour  of  God  ;  to  chase  away  its  fears  of  future 
woe:  to  pour  the  balsam  of  life  into  its  wounds;  to  illumine  it  with 
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the  beams  of  hope ;  to  conduct  it  safely  througii  the  trials  and 
dangers  of  this  melancholy  pilgrinnage  ;  to  bar  the  gatfes  of  per- 
dition against  its  entrance  ;  and  to  open  for  its  reception  the  door 
of  endless  life. 

The  same  character  will  be  still  more  illustriously  manifested 
in  what  he  will  do  beyond  the  grave.  There  he  will  make  his  fol- 
lowers sons,  anc^joWc^f^,  C!wc?  /rmg-s,  to  God.  In  other  Words,  he 
will  bring  them  into  the  intimate  relation  of  sons  ;  endow  them 
with  the  sanctity  of  priests ;  and  raise  them  to  the  glory  of  Kings. 
As  sons,  they  will  love,  and  will  serve,  him  throughout  the  ages 
of  eternity  with  an  intense  and  unalterable  affection  ;  and  be  re- 
garded by  him  with  infinite  tenderness  and  complacency.  As 
priests,  they  will  offer  up  frojn  the  altar  of  the  mind  the  everlast- 
ing sacrifice  of  praise  to  their  boundless  benefactor.  As  kings. 
they  will  live,  and  reign,  with  him  forever  and  ever. 

5thly.   The  love  of  Christ  will  be  Eternal. 

The  truth  of  this  declaration  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the 
last  head.  That,  which  does  not  change,  is  of  course  endless  ; 
and  the  importance  of  that  which  is  endless,  generally  considered^ 
need  not  now  be  explained.  But  there  is  one  point  of  view,  in 
which  it  may  be  useful  to  examine  this  subject,  brief  as  the  exa- 
mination must  be.  The  events  of  this  life  are  interesting  to  us 
on  account  of  their  number  and  variety,  as  well  as  their  nature. 
The  nature  of  future  events  is  generally,  and  perhaps  I  ought  to 
say  loosely,  supposed  to  be  important,  as  well  as  their  duration. 
The  Scriptures  have  every  where  spoken  of  them  in  exalted  terms, 
and  often  in  language  of  hyperbolical  sublimity.  Hence  we  are 
compelled  to  believe,  or  at  least  to  imagine,  that  they  must  be  im- 
portant. Yet  almost  every  where  they  are  mentioned  in  phrase- 
ology so  general,  as  to  leave  upon  inattentive  readers  a  faint  and 
loose  impression  of  their  meaning.  This  impression  has  also 
been  rendered  more  faint  by  the  manner,  in  which  this  subject  has 
been  customarily  handled  by  preachers.  These,  even  when  men 
of  great  respectability  and  worth,  may,  I  suspect  often,  be  fairly 
numbered,  at  least  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  judge  from  their 
writings,  among  the  inattentive  readers  of  this  part  of  the  sacred 
oracles :  for  they  certainly  have  done,  in  most  instances,  little 
rflore  than  to  reiterate  a  few  of  the  Scriptural  exhibitions  of  this 
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subject,  in  language  even  more  general,  and  far  from  being  equal- 
ly expressive.  Little  more  is  derived  from  most  of  them  than 
that  a  future  life  is  endless  ;  free  from  sin  and  suffering ;  pos- 
sessed of  the  favour  of  God  ;  and  frauaht  with  love,  gratitude,  and 
praise,  to  him,  friendship  to  his  children,  and  a  general  state  of 
high  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment.  I  do  not  intend,  that  these 
things  are  not  in  themselves  pre-eminently  important.  They  are 
obviously  of  the  highest  importance.  Still  I  insist,  that,  when 
holden  out  to  the  eye  in  this  abstract  manner,  they  strike  it  with 
little  force;  and  leave  behind  them  feeble  impressions.  To  me 
it  seems,  that  to  act  in  the  service  of  God,  and  to  communicate  good 
lo  others,  constitutes,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  one  vatt  and 
glorious  division  of  (he  celestial  happiness,  usually  left  out  of  view 
in  discourses  on  this  subject.  To  me  it  seems  also,  that  both  of 
what  we  are  to  be,  aiid  what  we  are  to  do,  many  more  things  are 
directly  said,  and  those  of  a  highly  interesting  nature,  than  have 
been  customarily  supposed.  From  these,  when  we  compare  them 
with  diligence  and  attention,  a  great  multnude  of  other  things, 
deeply  interesting,  may  be  derived  by  irresistible  inference: 
more,  I  suspect,  than  will  ever  be  imagined  by  him.  who  has  not 
seriously  made  the  trial.  To  give  a  single  example  :  those,  who 
obtain  immortal  life,  are  said  by  our  Saviour  to  be  niayytkoi  equal, 
or  like,  to  Angels.  This  one  declaration  opens  to  us  a  wide  field 
of  inquiry  and  conclusion;  and  assures  us,  that  whatever  Angels 
are,  or  do,  or  are  exhibited  as  being,  or  doing,  in  the  Scriptures, 
we  also  shall  substantiall}  be.  or  do.  But  the  things,  which 
Angels  do,  together  with  their  attributes,  and  circumstances, 
are,  as  exhibited  in  the  Scriptures,  very  numerous,  and  very 
great :  and  these  irresistibly  infer  others,  which  are  great  and 
numerous  also. 

The  number  and  variety  of  events,  which  make  up  our  system, 
hardly  strike  our  minds  at  all ;  and  probably  never  enter  the 
imagination  of  most  men,  even  among  Christians.  Yet,  if  we 
read  the  Scriptures  with  attention,  and  believe  what  we  read  ; 
we  must  clearly  discern,  that  both  the  number  and  the  variety 
are  immense.  The  inhabitants  of  heaven  serve  God  day  and  night 
in  his  temple.  The  services  of  those,  who  in  this  life  fill  up  their 
duty,  are  certainly  very  numerous ;  and  are  so  entirely  varied. 
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that  no  two  actions  among  them  all  are  alike.  How  multiplied, 
then,  must  be  the  actions  involved  in  a  service,  which  night  never 
interrupts ;  of  a  miud  and  a  body,  which  are  never  wearied  ;  and 
ofaa  existence,  which  knows  no  end.  That  they  are  endlessly 
varied  is  unanswerably  evident  from  the  consideration,  that  no 
two  bei  gs  in  the  creation,  and  no  two  events  in  the  Providence, 
of  God  have  beeu  found  exactly  alike.  Variety  is  a  standing  law 
of  created  existence,  and  providential  dispensation;  and  through- 
out eterinty  will  be  the  great  means  of  disclosing  to  the  intelli- 
gent universe  the  glorious  thoughts,  and  purposes,  treasured  up 
from  everlasting  in  the  Omniscient  mind. 

Instead  therefore  of  being,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  phraseology, 
the  tame,  dull,  spiritless  existence  sometimes  presented  to  us,  im- 
mortal life  is  a  state  of  intense  energy,  vast  design,  and  vigorous 
action ;  in  which  to  know  and  to  love,  to  do  and  to  enjoy,  will 
forma  combination  of  dignity,  glory  and  happiness,  transcending 
every  earthly  conception.  All  this,  also,  will  expand,  and  rise, 
and  improve,  forever. 

From  these  observations  may  be  conjectured,  very  imperfectly 
indeed,  some  of  the  things,  which  Christ  will  do  hereafter  for  the 
objects  of  his  love.  All,  that  I  have  alluded  to;  the  attributes, 
the  energy,  the  activity,  the  success,  and  the  consequent  enjoy- 
ment, he  will  give  ;  and  will  give  with  a  liberality,  suited  with 
the  love,  with  which  he  hung  upon  the  cross. 

II.  These  observations  teach  us  the  Earnestness,  roith  which  we 
should  labour  to.  glorify  our  Redeemer. 

Think  for  a  moment  of  what  Christ  has  done  for  us.  What  is 
there,  of  a  desirable  nature,  which  he  has  not  done  ?  Look  at 
the  body,  the  soul,  and  the  exterior  circumstances,  of  yourselves  ; 
and  of  every  thing,  which  is  hopeful  or  comfortable  in  either;  and 
you  will  be  compelled  to  say,  ''  This  is  the  gift  of  Christ."  Look 
at  sin  and  sorrow,  at  death  and  hell,  and  you  will  be  obliged  to 
say.  "■  My  deliverance  from  these  incomprehensible  evils  Christ 
purchased  with  his  own  blood."  Draw  the  curtains  of  eternity  : 
and,  while  overpowered  by  the  splendours  of  immortal  life;  you 
will  be  forced  to  exclaim,  '  These,  also,  are  the  good  and  perfect 
.gifts  of  the  same  glorious  person." 
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How  evidently  is  all,  which  we  can  do  to  retribute  this  mighty 
benefactor,  nothing,  less  them  nothing,  and  vanity  ?  Even  this, 
although  done  in  obedience  to  his  pleasure,  is,  in  the  proper 
sense,  in  no  whe  profitable  to  him.  lie  is  not  served,  as  though  he 
needed  any  thing  ;  seeing  he  giveth  unto  all  life,  and  breath,  and 
all  things.  Though  Israel,  though  we.  should  not  be  gathered,  yet 
will  he  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  0/ Jehovah.  Should  we  serve  him 
to  the  uttermost  of  our  power  ;  the  only  good,  which  he  will  gain, 
will  be  that,  which  a  virtuous  parent  enjoys  in  the  character  and 
behaviour  of  a  dutiful  child,  formed  to  excellence  by  his  own  care, 
labour  and  expense  ;  the  pleasure  of  seeing  that  child  virtuous 
and  lovely.  Of  what  materials  must  the  child  be  composed,  who 
would  not  exert  all  his  faculties  to  give  this  pleasure  to  his  pa- 
rent ?  What  must  be  the  spirit  of  that  man,  who  would  not  la- 
bour w  ith  all  his  powers  thus  to  requite  his  Redeemer  ? 

Do  you  inquire  what   you  shall  do,  to  accomplish  this  divine 
purpose  ?     You  cannot  doubt  that  he,  who  died  to  expiate  sin, 
inust  be  earnestly  desirous  that  you  should  hate  your  own  sins  ; 
that  you  should  mourn  for  them  ;  that  you   should  forsake  them  ; 
that  you  should  watcU  against  temptation  ;  that  you  should  abstain 
even  from  the  appearance  of  evil ;  that  you  should  mortify  those 
passions  and  appetites,  which  so  fiequently  betray  you  into  iniqui- 
ty ;  that  you  should  resist  those  enemies  to  him  and  yourselves, 
whose  only  employment  it  is  to  seduce  you  from  your  duty.     He, 
who  came  from  heaven  in  the  character  of  a  Saviour,  and  has  done 
all  the  things  mentioned  in  these  discourses,  to  accomplish  this 
salvation ;  He,  who  has   in  this  manner  infinitely  merited  your 
highest  confidence  ;  cannot  but  be  pleased  to  see  you  confide  in 
his  righteousness,  his  intercession,  his  government,  and  his  pro- 
mises.    He,  who  has  laboured  and  suj3fered  without  a  parallel  to 
re-establish  holiness  in  your  minds,  must  be  delighted  to  see  this 
glorious  end   accomplished ;    to  see  you  assume,  improve,  and 
brighten,  this  beauty  of  the  mind,  this  divine  excellence,  this  im- 
age of  himself.     How  obviously  will  the  gain  of  all  these  things  be 
yours  alone. 

III.   These  considerations  forcibly  impress  upon  us  the  duty  of 
loving  one  another. 
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This  is  the  very  inference  o(  St.  Jghn  from  the  great  subject  of 
the  present  discourse.  ''  Beloved,"  says  that  amiable  Apostle, 
"if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another." 

When  a  Ciiri?tian  looks  round  on  his  fellow-christians  ;  he  sees 
those,  for  whom  Christ  died  :  those  who  are  united  to  himself  in 
the  same  f^ith.  and  the  sa  ne  cov«;;ant;  who  are  members  of  the 
same  delightful  family  ;  who  are  fellow-travellers  towards  Hea- 
ven ;  who  will  be  forever  united  with  him  in  the  friendship  of 
that  happy  world;  who  are  to  share  together  in  its  immortal  en- 
joyments ;  who  are  loved  by  Christ  with  a  love,  which  admits  no 
hmits,  and  witich  will  know  no  end.  Shall  not  these  persons  love 
each  other  with  an  intense,  unchanging,  and  everlasting  love? 
How  obviously  are  Christians  bound  and  compelled  by  this  great 
argument  laboriously  to  promote  each  other's  welfare,  in  all  their 
progress  through  this  vale  of  tears  ? 

The  good  offices,  which  Christians  are  thus  required  to  render 
to  each  other,  are  all  pointed  out  to  them,  and  enforced  on  their 
consciences,  and  on  their  hearts,  by  the  example  of  Christ.  He 
fed  the  hungry  ;  healed  the  sick;  released  the  prisoner  ;  comfort- 
ed the  sorrowful ;  instructed,  reproved,  warned  and  edified,  his 
followers;  prayed  for  them  earnestly  and  continually;  set  before 
them  an  example,  6/amc/e5s,  and  harmless,  and  without  rebuke^ 
and  universally  helped  them  onward  towards  eternal  Life.  These 
are  the  very  things,  which  he  requires  Christians  to  do  to  each 
other  ;  and  in  these  he  exhibited,  while  in  the  world,  and  in  the 
gospel  still  exhibits,  to  his  faithful  followers  his  unspeakable  love. 
Here  we  behold,  as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  How  desira- 
ble is  it,  that  we  should  be  changed  into  the  same  image,  and  raised 
from  excellence  to  excellence,  and  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord? 

Christians  have  innumerable  wants,  which  their  fellow-christians 
are  to  supply  ;  and  many  sufferings,  which  their  fellow-christians 
are  to  relieve.  They  are  poor  ;  and  need  food  and  raiment,  fuel, 
beds,  and  houses.  They  are  sick ;  and  need  medicine,  attend- 
ance, nurses,  and  physicians.  They  are  in  distress  ;  and  need  re- 
lief. They  are  in  sorrow ;  and  need  consolation.  They  are 
perplexed  ;  and  need  to  have  their  doubts  removed.  Thev 
are  desponding ;    and    powerfully    claim    to   be  cheered   with 
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hope.  Their  ignorance  calls  irresistibly  for  instruction  ;  their 
afflictions,  for  sympathy  ;  and  their  dangers,  for  deliverance. 
They  are  !?lotliful;  and  must  W  quickened.  The)  are  diffident; 
and  must  be  encouraged.  They  love  the  world  ;  and  must  be 
wit!idraw:i  from  it.  They  are  lukewarm  ;  and  inu^t  be  animated. 
They  backslide;  and  must  be  recalled  to  their  duty. 

What  a  field  is  here  spread  before  the  Christian  for  the  exercise 
of  his  brotherly  love.'  To  labour  in  this  field  is  the  proper  busi- 
ness, the  professional  employment,  of  every  disciple  of  Christ.  In 
this  field  what  disciple  will  not  labour  willingly,  vigorously,  and 
without  ceasing.  Should  any  one  find  himself  slothful,  reluctant, 
discourage'i,  or  weary  ;  let  him  call  to  mind,  that  the  service, 
which  is  proposed  at  an}  time,  and  in  danger  of  being  declined  by 
him,  beside  being  an  act  of  brotherly  love  to  a  fellow-christian,  is 
a  service  done  to  Clirist  himself.  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  uf  shese,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me  ;"  i>  the  detiiiiive  sentence,  pronounced  by  himself  on  every 
effort  of  this  nature.  Let  every  Christian  call  to  mind,  that  every 
such  etibrt,  is  intended  to  requite,  so  far  as  in  his  power,  this  di- 
vine benefactor  for  the  immense  blessinii  of  eternal  life  :  life,  too, 
purchased  by  the  death  of  the  cross.  Let  him  remember,  that  it 
is  one  of  those  works,  according  to  which  he  will  be  judged  ;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  will  be  the  means  of  superior  glory  to  him  in 
heaven,  and  of  superior  enjoyment  throughout  his  immortal 
existence.  If  these  considerations  do  not  move  him,  his  Religion 
has  gone  from  home,  or  is  buried  in  sleep. 

iV.  By  the  same  considerations  we  are  strongly  urged  to  love  all 

men. 

"  I  say  unto  you,"  saith  our  Saviour  in  his  sermon  on  the 
mount,  "  Love  your  enemie;? ;  bless  them,  that  curse  you ;  do 
CTOod  to  them,  that  hate  you;  and  pray  for  them,  who  despitefully 
use  you,  and  persecute  you  ;  That  ye  may  be  the  children  of 
your  Father,  who  is  in  heaven  :  for  he  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on 
the  evil,  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just,  and  on 
the  un'iust." 

There  is  no  example  in  the  providence  of  God,  in  which  his 
kindness  to  the  evil  and  unthankful,  or  to  those  who  ultimately 
become  grateful  and  good,  is  shown  with  such  intenseness  and 
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splendour,  as  in  the  mediation  of  Christ,  and  the  consequent  mis- 
sion of  his  Spirit.  Here  the  example,  the  rule,  and  the  motive, 
are  all  spread  before  us  with  a  ^\ory  which  is  supreme,  and  an  effi- 
cacy which  will  be  eternal.  The  example  and  the  rule  are  com- 
mensurate, and  comprise  men  of  all  ages,  countries  and  characters, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  in  our  power  to  render  them  any  service. 
Where  they  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  our  active  beneficence,  we 
are  bound  to  wish  their  prosperity,  and  to  pray  fervently  for  their 
welfare.  The  same  good  wishes,  and  the  same  fervent  prayers, 
we  are  obliged  to  extend,  also,  to  those  who  are  included  within 
this  pale  ;  and  additionally  to  impart  to  them  of  our  substance,  to 
fQrnish  them  with  our  kind  offices,  and  to  set  before  them  a  blame- 
less and  beneficial  example.  These,  therefore,  are  constituted  by 
God  the  peculiar  objects  of  our  beneficence.  Among  them 
the  first  place  b<dongs  to  the  household  of  faith ;  the  second,  to  all 
others,  to  whom  we  have  opportunities  of  doing  good.  The 
ways,  in  which  this  is  to  be  doue,  are  both  in  number  and  variety 
endless:  and  occur  ever)^^  day,  and  at  every  turn  in  the  journey  of 
life.  Who  the  objects  are,  to  whom  it  may  be  done,  scarcely  de- 
mands an  inquiry.  Should  the  question,  however,  be  asked  ;  the 
first  answer  is,  "  Those,  to  whom  it  can  be  done  ;"  and  the  second, 
"  Those,  who  most  need  it."  Whether  the)  be  friends  or  ene- 
mies, neighbours  or  strangers,  is  of  no  moment.  I  do  not  mean, 
that  we  are  under  the  same  obligation  to  do  the  same  good  to  all 
men,  who  are  within  our  reach.  We  are  bound,  especially,  to  do 
good  to  our  families,  andfriem's;  because  God  has  placed  this 
peculiarly  in  our  power,  and  made  it  peculiarly  our  duty.  But  I 
mean,  that,  when  an  object  of  our  beneficence  is  set  before  us  in 
his  providence,  the  good,  which  is  in  our  power,  is  then  to  be 
done,  so  far  as  may  consist  with  other  duties  of  life  ;  and  ?/mi, 
whoever,  and  whatever,  this  object  may  be.  Should  it  be  asked, 
What  are  the  good  offices,  which  we  are  especially  bound  to 
perform  ?  I  answer,  Those,  which  are  most  needed ;  and  those, 
which  we  can  render,  consistently  with  s«uperior  duties.  The  provi- 
dence of  God  will  ordinarily  point  out  both  the  duty,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  it ;  and  that,  in  language,  which,  if  we  open  our  hearts,  can 
scarcely  be  misconstrued :  language,  easily  intelligible  to  him, 
who  is  willing  to  understand. 
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There  is,  however,  one  work  of  Christian  charity,  which  is  of 
pre-eminent  importance;  and  always  claims  a  superior  place  in 
our  labours  of  benevolence.  This  is  the  great  work,  which  Christ 
came  to  accomplish  :  the  conversion  of  sinners.  ''  Brethren," 
says  St.  James,  ''  if  any  of  you  do  err  from  the  truth,  and  one  con- 
vert him  ;  let  him  know,  that  he,  who  converteth  a  sinner  from  the 
error  of  his  way,  shall  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  shall  hide  a 
multitude  of  sins."  Who  would  not«willingly  labour  in  such  an 
employment  as  this  ? 

David,  contemplating  the  greatness  and  all  sufficiency  of  God, 
and  his  own  absolute  insufficiency,  and  moved  at  the  same  time  by 
an  ardent  spirit  of  piety  and  benehcence,  exclaimed,  '•  My  good- 
ness," that  is,  my  kindness,  "  extendeth  not  to  thee,  but  to  the  saints, 
that  are  in  the  earth,  and  the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my  de- 
light." This  eminent  §aint,  under  the  influence  of  all  his  piety, 
and  directed  by  Inspiration  itself,  perceived,  that  the  important 
attribute  of  Kindness,  forming  so  great  a  part  of  the  sanctified 
character,  could  not  reach  heaven,  but  was  to  find  its  objects  on 
earth.  Christ  has  taught  us,  that  these  objects  are  all  men.  This 
he  has  taught  in  his  instructions,  and  in  his  example  ;  and  in  both, 
with  the  most  vivid  language,  and  the  most  constraining  motives. 
To  find  these  very  objects,  he  came  from  Heaven.  To  teach  this 
duty,  and  exert  this  beneficence,  he  preached  the  Gospel ;  wrought 
his  glorious  miracles ;  and  ascended  the  Cross.  In  his  miracles 
and  in  his  preaching,  in  his  life  and  in  his  death,  he  calls  with  infi- 
nite authority,  and  unlimited  persuasion,  to  every  one  of  his  follow- 
ers :  "  Go  thou ;  and  do  likewise." 
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J  know,  that  there  is  no  good  in  them,  hut  for  a  man  to  rejoice,  and 
to  do  good  in  his  life. 

The  word  thcrn,  in  this  verse,  appears  to  refer  to  the  works, 
spoken  of  in  the  preceding  verse  :  the  works  of  creation  ;  or  the 
creatures,  which  God  maketh  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  In 
these,  it  is  said,  ''there  is  no  good,  but  for  a  man  to  rejoice,  and 
to  do  good  in  his  Hfe."  The  joy,  which  is  here  spoken  of,  is  un- 
questionably joy  in  God,  his  works  and  his  designs,  sufficiently 
explained  in  Jeremiah  ix.  23,  24.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  '  Let 
not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdom  ;  neither  let  the  mighty  man 
glory  in  his  might ;  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches:  But 
let  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  this ;  that  he  understandeth,  and 
knoweth,  me ;  that  I  am  the  Lord,  which  exercise  loving-kind- 
ness, judgment,  and  righteousness,  in  the  earth  :  for  in  these  things 
I  delight,'  saith  the  Lord." 

To  do  good  may  denote, 

1 .  To  promote  our  own  happiness. 

2.  To  promote  the  happiness  of  our  fellow'Men. 

3.  To  glorify  our  Creator,  and  to  advance  the  prosperiti/  of  his 
kingdom. 

The  declaration,  made  in  the  text,  then,  amounts  to  this  : 
That  there  is  nothing  good,  i.  e.  useful,  or  valuable,  in  the  Crea- 
tion, so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  but  that  we  rejoice  in  it;  and  in 
God  the  Author  qfit;  and  that  we  do  good. 
VOL.  r.  3'^ 
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This,  then,  is  imphcitly  asserted  to  be  the  end  of  our  being : 
for  if  all  the  good,  or  profit,  resulting  from  our  connection  with 
the  Creation,  be  placed  in  this;  then  this  is  the  real  purpose,  the 
sole  end,  for  which  we  were  made.  The  followmg  dortrine  is, 
therefore,  evidently  contained  in  the  words  of  the  text :  To  rejoice 
in  God,  and  to  do  good,  is  the  End,  for  which  man  was  crtated. 

By  the  End,  for  which  man  wa>  ciealed,  I  intend  the  purpose, 
for  which  his  life,  faculties,  and  advantages,  were  given  to  him  by 
his  Maker. 

The  former  of  these  subjects  I  shall  not  consider  at  the  present 
time.  Fruitful,  interesting,  and  noble,  as  this  theme  of  instruction 
is,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  justice  to  it,  even  imperfectly, 
without  consuming  the  time,  which  I  have  intentionally  allotted 
to  the  latter.  I  shall,  therefore,  dismiss  it  with  two  or  three  sum- 
mary observations. 

1.  Rejoicing  in  God  supposes  a  diligent  contemplation  of  both 
his  works,  and  his  word. 

2.  It  supposes,  also,  that  we  derive  from  this  contemplation  a 
real  knowledge  of  his  true  character. 

3.  That  we  delight  in  this  character,  so  far  as  we  understand 
it  -,  and,  where  we  do  not,  that  we  regard  it  with  a  sincere  and  vir- 
tuous confidence. 

4.  Rejoicing  in  God,  therefore,  involves,  either  immediately  or 
consequentially,  all  those  affections,  which  are  included  under 
the  general  name  of  Piety. 

All  this  is  plainly  but  one  way  of  doing  good.  Yet,  as  this 
phrase  usually  denotes  that  train  of  virtuous  conduct,  which  im- 
mediately respects  ourselves  and  our  fellow-men  ;  particularly  the 
latter ;  1  have  separated  these  eflforts  of  a  virtuous  mind,  in  order 
to  make  the  subject  more  clearly  understood. 
'  Most  men  will  probably  confess,  without  much  reluctance,  or 
difficulty,  that  to  do  good  to  mankind  is  a  primary  end  of  our  be- 
ing. So  many  loose,  general  obi>ervations  are  continually  made 
on  this  subject,  which  are  favourable  to  the  doctrine,  that  few  per- 
sons would  probably  hesitate  to  join  the  train  of  those,  by  whom 
it  seems  to  be  both  believed,  and  respected.  It  is  to  be  feared, 
however,  that  the  number  of  those,  who  realize  either  its  truth, 
or  importance,  is  much  smaller,  than  of  those,  who  adopt  this 
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language.  It  is  far  from  being  true,  that  we  believe  every  thing, 
which  we  suppose  ourselves  to  believe  ;  much  less  do  we  believe 
all,  that  we  acknowledge  to  be  true.  A  multitude  of  those  pro- 
positions, which  are  familiarly  asserted  by  mankind,  particularly 
on  moral  subjects,  and  those,  often,  of  the  highest  importance, 
have  their  seat  only  on  the  lips;  and  are  nearly  of  that  class, 
which  logicians  term  Verbal.  Many  of  these  are  uttered  only  for 
the  sake  of  bearing  a  part  in  conversation  ;  many  others,  out  of 
complaisance  to  those  around  us.  by  whom  they  have  been  already 
adopted ;  and  many  more,  because  we  wish  to  appear  on  that, 
which  we  suppose  to  be  generally  considered  as  the  right,  side. 
What  is  thus  familiarly  asserted,  has,  in  most  cases  at  least,  never 
been  understood,  nor  even  examined,  by  the  intellect ;  nor  ac- 
corded with  by  the  heart.  It  is  certainly  to  be  deeply  regretted, 
that  a  subject  of  such  immense  importance,  as  that,  which  is  the 
end  of  our  being,  should  be  regarded  in  a  manner  so  loose;  so 
indicative  of  ignorance,  and  stupidity  ;  so  unworthy  of  our  ra- 
tional nature  ;  so  mischievous  to  our  present  and  eternal  welfare. 
It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted,  that  a  subject  of  such  moment  should 
not  be  clearly  comprehended,  engross  the  affections,  and  control 
the  energ)  of  the  mind.  This  discourse  is  intended  to  remove, 
so  far  as  may  be,  the  evil,  of  which  1  complain  ;  and  to  convince 
those,  who  hear  me,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  text  is  true,  reasona- 
ble, and  desirable. 

The  common  apprehension  of  mankind  concerning  this  subject 
is  evidently  this  :  that  they  were  made  to  enjoy  life ;  to  acquire 
good.,  rather  than  to  do  it.  This  seems  peculiarly  to  be  the  settled, 
and  almost  the  only,  belief  of  those,  who  are  young.  The  period 
of  youth  is  proverbially  spoken  of  by  all  men  as  the  season  of  en- 
joyment. It  certainly  cannot  excite  wonder,  that  what  is  so 
generally  said  should  be  believed  by  those,  who  are  peculiarly 
interested  in  the  declaration  ;  by  youths  themselves.  They  are 
now  in  possession  of  this  season  ;  and  have  inclinations,  at  least 
sufficiently  strong,  to  seize  the  happy  moment,  and  devote  their 
powers  to  the  attainment  of  the  pleasures,  thus  declared  to  be 
inwoven  in  their  destiny. 

Let  us  consider  this  opinion  ;  and  see  what  foundation  it  has  in 
nature,  and  truth. 
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1st.  Docs  the  state  of  the  present  world  show,  that  enjoyment  was 
intentionally  the  end,  for  which  we  were  created? 

God,  who  made  W5,  and  the  world,  made  both  it  and  us,  unques- 
tionably, for  some  valuable  end.  It  will  not  be  doubted,  that  this 
end  is,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  capable  of  being  accompUshed. 
If  our  enjoyment  was  this  end;  the  whole  state  of  things  is  un- 
doubtedly so  ordered,  that  its  accomplishment  is  at  least  possible  : 
for  it  cannot  be  believed,  that  God  has  constituted  things  in  such 
a  manner,  as  necessarily  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  his 
primary  purpose  in  their  creation.  That  he  was  able  to  bring  to 
pass  whatever  he  was  pleased  to  propose  cannot  be  doubted.  If, 
therefore,  this  was  his  purpose  ;  the  means  of  its  accomplishment 
are  all  certainly  furnished  ;  and  may  unquestionably  be  discerned 
by  a  candid,  and  thorough,  investigation.  The  end  itself,  also, 
must,  according  to  this  supposition,  have  been  actually  answered : 
and  have  constituted  at  least  the  general  course  of  things. 

But  has  this  scheme  been  at  all  verified  by  the  actual  progress  of 
events  in  the  present  world  ?     Let  the  common  and  constant  lan- 
guage of  men,  on  this  subject,  answer  the  question.     How  great 
a  part  of  that,  which   is  uttered  and  written,  is  an  exposition 
or  complaint,  of  disappointment,  suffering,  and  sorrow !     How 
customary  in  the  mouth  of  man  are  these  phrases :  "  This  unhap- 
py world ;"  "  This   miserable  world  ;"  "  This  suffering  world  ;" 
"  This  melancholy  world  ;"  "  This  vale  of  tears  !"     How  plainly 
has  this  been  the  language  of  every  country,  and  every  period  of 
time  !     How   continually  have  complaints  of  private  unkindness, 
fraud,  and  violence,  of  the  public  oppressions  and  ravages  of 
tyranny,  of  domestic  slavery  and  public  bondage,  filled  the  mouths, 
and  the  books,  of  mankind!     How  often  are  neighbourhoods  dis- 
tracted by  contention !     How  often  are  even  families,  the  most 
endeared  and  the  least  unhappy  societies,  which  can  be  found  in 
the  present  world,  wounded  by  the  sins  and  follies  of  parents,  the 
impiety  of  children,  and  their  unworthy  controversies  and  aliena- 
tions!    With  how  few   intervals  has   war  reigned  and  ravaged ! 
Where  is  the  nation,  which  has  not  bled  ?     Where  is  the  country, 
which  has  not  been  desolated  ?     How  often  has  the  suffering  be- 
come too  intense  for  utterance ;  and   been   poured  out  only  in 
sighs,  and  groans,  and  tears  I 
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Look  at  the  .cradle  !  Listen  to  the  cries ;  mark  the  agonies  ;  of 
the  new-born  infant !  Consider  how  many  of  our  race  are  carried 
from  this  humble  lodging  to  tlic  i^rave.  Follow  an  individual 
through  the  progress  of  hfe.  Contemplate  the  pains,  diseases^ 
accidents,  and  disappointments,  to  which  even  the  brilliant  pe- 
riods of  childhood  and  youth  are  regularly  exposed.  Remember, 
that  half  mankind  become  victims  to  death,  under  five  years  of 
age.  Ponder  the  toil,  the  weariness,  the  hunger,  the  thirst,  the 
ignorance,  the  errors,  the  suffejrings,  from  famine  and  pestilence, 
from  fraud  and. disappointment,  from  obloquy  and  infamy,  from 
hope  deferred  and  fears  realized,  from  the  loss  of  children,  and  the 
pressure  of  poverty,  which  harass  middle  age.  Fix  your  eyes  upon 
the  decays,  the  diseases,  the  pains,  the  shrivelled  intellect,  the 
puerile  passions,  the  unsupplied  wants,  and  the  forgotten  suffer- 
ings, of  declining  life.  Approach  the  bed  of  death.  Listen  to 
the  groans,  consider  the  agonies,  of  expiring  man.  Look  into  the 
grave,  the  final  home.  Behold  man  laid  in  this  lowly  bed ;  the 
prey  of  corruption,  the  feast  of  worms,  and  dissolving  into  his 
original  dust. 

When  you  have  finished  this  solemn  survey,  tell  me  whether  these 
objects  are  parts  of  a  system,  intended  to  produce  enjoyment. 
Can  you  suppose,  that  God  has  intermingled  these  things  in  the 
constitution  of  a  world  of  happiness  ?  If  this  was  the  end,  for 
which  he  formed  the  present  world  ;  has  he  not  been  most  evi- 
dently, and  wonderfully,  disappointed  ? 

Turn  now  your  contemplations  to  the  same  object  again  ;  and 
consider  it  for  a  moment,  not  as  a  scene  of  enjoyment,  but  as  a 
state  of  trial:  a  state,  in  which  the  characters  of  its  inhabitants 
were  to  be  proved,  and  decided ;  a  state,  in  w^hich  those  characters 
were  to  be  formed  by  their  affections,  and  exhibited  in  their  ac- 
tions :  a  state,  in  which  they  were  to  show  whether  they  would 
love,  and  do,  that  which  is  good,  or. that  which  is  evil.  Does  not 
the  whole  face  of  things  accord  exactly  with  this  scheme  ;  and 
evince,  that  such  was  the  great  end  of  our  creation  ?  How  obvi- 
ously, how  universally,  are  merins  of  both  these  great  courses  of 
conduct  presented  to  us  every  day  *.  while  we,  as  free  agents,  are 
left  to  ourselvps  to  choose,  and  to  do,  either,  as  we  please  ?     Doe? 
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not  this  view  of  the  subject  go  far  towards  explaining  the  evils  of 
life,  and  the  reason  of  their  existence  ?  The)  here  stand  as  monu- 
ments of  God's  haired  of  sin  ;  and  as  motives  to  deter  us  from 
doing  evil,  an.d  to  compel  us  to  do  good. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  den},  that  the  Author  of  our  being  has 
famished,  and  therefore  intended  to  furnish,  ns  with  many  com- 
forts ;  to  sooth  the  sorrows  of  tlie  present  life  ;  to  blunt  the  ihorns 
and  briers,  which  so  frequently  wound  us  in  our  passage  to  the 
future  world.  As  many  blessings  are,  in  my  own  view,  communi- 
cated to  our  race,  as  would  probably  consist  with  proper  expres- 
sions of  God's  anger  against  the  iniquit)  of  mankind:  as  many  and 
as  ifreat,  nay,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  experience, 
more  and  greater,  than  are  safe  for  man.  We  love  the  world,  even 
now,  more  than  our  real  interests  would  permit,  or  truth  justify. 
If  it  were  more  replenished  with  the  means  of  happiness;  it  is 
questionable  whether  heaven  would  not  be  totally  disregarded, 
and  eternity  forgotten.  Still,  it  piesents  afBictiors  enough,  and 
more  than  enough,  to  compel  the  decision,  that  it  was  not  design- 
ed, principally,  as  a  place  of  enjoyment. 

This,  then,  is  the  voice  of  God  in  his  Creation,  and  providence. 
Let  us  proceed  to  inquire  in  what  manner  our  Reason,  in  its  in- 
vestigation of  the  nature  of  this  subject,  will  determine.  For 
this  purpose  i  ask, 

2dly.  Is  7iot  the  most  good  enjoyed,  of  course,  where  the  most  ?V 

done  ? 

Do  not  those  manifestly  live  the  happiest  lives,  who  do  the 
most  good  to  each  other  ?  Does  not  this  conduct  make  the  hap- 
piest families,  neighbourhoods,  and  nations?  Concerning  the 
two  first  of  these  classes  there  cannot.  1  presume,  be  a  question. 
Concerning  nations  there  would  be  as  little  doubt,  were  the  pub- 
lic welfare  more  extensively  the  commanding  object,  and  the  in- 
dividuals, who  compose  them,  more  devoted  to  this  desirable  em- 
ployment. The  position,  however,  is  equally  tiue  concerning  na- 
tions, as  concerning  families  and  neighbourhoods.  Whenever 
those,  who  are  possessed  ofextensive  power  to  diffuse  happiness, 
exert  that  power  for  this  delightful  end.  happiness  i«  always  pro- 
portionally enjoyed  by  the  public.     The  same  truth  may  be  also 
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advantageously  illustrated  by  the  consideration,  that  happiness  is 
in  this  manner  increased  in  famiMes,  and  neighbourhoods,  and  that 
nations  are  composed  of  these  -mailer  societies. 

Thus  it  ii  evide.it  that  enjoyment  is  subsequent  to  doing  good. 
This  is  the  cause  ;  that,  the  consequence.  The  way,  then,  for 
all  men  to  be  happy,  is  for  all  men  to  do  ^ood.  To  do  good  is,  of 
course,  the  prime  business  of  man  :  while  enjoyment  is  a  subordi- 
nate and  secondary  consideration. 

3dly.  Is  not  this  the  necessary,  nature  of  things  in  every  other 
world,  where  happiness  is  found,  as  well  as  in  ours? 

God  has  made  a  universe  of  Intelligent  creatures,  with  capaci- 
ties to  do,  arid  enjoy,  good.  But,  wherever  this  is  in  their  power, 
he  has  always  used  their  faculties  for  the  production  of  this  good. 
However  extensively,  or  efficaciously,  the  superintending  agency 
of  God  is  exerted,  it  is  undeniable,  that  exclusively  of  his  miracu- 
lous interpositions,  and  his  general  control  of  the  system,  the 
energy  and  activity  of  man  are  the  immediate  sources  of  human 
enjoyment.  That  this  should  be  the  fact  is  highly  honourable  to 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  Creator.  Were  men.  were  any 
intelligent  creatures,  unpossessed  of  any  powers  to  do  good  ;  had 
they  only  a  capacity  and  inclination  to  enjoy;  were  they  not  to 
exert  their  powers  voluntarily  in  the  promotion  of  happiness; 
they  would  not,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see  could  not,  be  in  any  de- 
gree excellent,  or  amiable  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  nor  in  any  man- 
ner the  proper  objects  either  of  approbation,  or  reward. 

This,  then,  appears  to  be  the  great  law,  which  regulates  the 
moral  universe.  With  the  limitations,  which  I  hrive  mentioned. 
Angels  are  the  immediate  means  of  their  own  mutual  happiness. 
Would  they,  let  me  ask,  or  could  they,  be  happy,  if  they  were 
not  virtuous  ;  or  virtuous,  if  they  did  not  do  good?  Could  Ihey 
be  perfectly  happy,  if  they  were  not  perfectly  virtuous ;  or  per- 
fectly virtuous,  if  they  did  not  do  good  at  all  times  with  all  their 
power?  Could  beings,  who  were  useless  to  their  Creator,  and 
mere  drones  in  the  Creation;  consuming,  but  not  producing,  the 
delicious  sweets  of  happiness  ;  be  capable  of  any  enjoyment,  suit- 
ed to  an  intelligent,  retined,  and  exalted  nature  ? 

4thly.  Can  God  be  supposed  to  approve  of  Intelligent  beings,  zvho 
do  no  good  ?. 
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For  what  reason  could  his  approbation  be  given  ?  For  the 
possession  of  facuities,  which  enabled  them  to  accon^plish  this 
glorious  object,  but  which,  being  perverted,  or  neglected,  and 
thus  voluntarily  rendered  useless,  would  be  given  to  them  in  vain? 

Is  there,  let  me  ask.  any  thing  lovely  in  enjoying  ?  Brutes  en- 
joy, and  to  a  considerable  extent,  through  a  much  greater  part  of 
their  life,  and  with  a  far  less  mixture  of  suffering,  than  can  be  as- 
serted of  man.  If  to  enjoy,  therefore,  were  lovely  •,  brutes  would 
be  proportionally  lovely  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and  might,  with  the 
strictest  propriety,  claim  a  reward.  Intelligent  beings,  who  spend 
life  in  enjoying  only,  would  be  equally  destitute  of  amiableness ; 
and,  in  the  moral  sense,  would  sustain  no  higher  character,  than 
that  of  superior  brutes.  The  great  moral  distinction  between 
men  and  animals  is,  that  men  can,  and  animals  cannot,  voluntari- 
ly do  good.  Where  this  is  done ;  men  become  objects  of  the  di- 
vine complaceftcy.  Where  this  is  not  done ;  they  can  be  nei- 
ther approved,  nor  loved.  "  Therefore,"  says  St.  James,  "  to 
him,  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin." 

But,  if  God  could  not  approve  of  such  beings,  can  he  be  sup- 
posed to  communicate  to  them  happiness,  of  any  serious  impor- 
tance ?  While  they  were  in  a  state  of  trial,  he  might,  perhaps, 
be  reasonably  expected  to  sustain  them  by  his  goodness.  After 
their  trial  was  ended,  can  it  be  supposed,  that  he  would  make 
them  happy  at  all?  Communications  of  happiness,  in  such  a 
case,  are  always  proofs  of  his  approbation.  Where  that  appro- 
bation is  not  given,  therefore,  such  communications  cannot  be 
made. 

Are  not  those,  who  have  done  good,  the  persons,  whom  man- 
kind respect  and  honour?  Recall  to  your  remembrance  the 
character,  as  it  has  been  customarily  regarded  by  yourselves,  of  a 
man,  who  does  nothing,  b'lt  sit  quietly  down  to  enjoy  the  boun- 
ties of  God's  providence.  Think  of  n  father,  who,  instead  of  pro- 
viding for  the  wants,  the  interests,  the  education,  of  his  children, 
spent  his  time,  and  consumed  his  property,  upon  his  own  plea- 
sures :  a  Prince,  who  employed  his  extensive  power,  and  the  trea- 
sures of  his  country,  solely  as  the  means  of  luxury  and  splendour  ; 
and  forgot  the  rights,  safety,  and  happiness,  of  his  subjects. 
Think  of  the  Sage,  who  consumed  life  in  amassing  knowledge,  and 
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terminated  all  his  designs,  and  labours,  in  the  enjoyment  of  intel- 
lectual luxury  :  the  man  of  taste,  who  expended  his  property,  and 
his  time,  not  in  relieving  want,  assuaging  distress,  or  creating  pros- 
perity, for  those  around  him,  but  in  adorning  his  villa  with  rich 
furniture,  the  choicest  products  of  painting  and  sculpture,  beauti- 
ful gardens,  and  other  objects  of  refinement,  merely  to  enjoy  the 
luscious  pleasures  of  the  mental  palate,  and  inhale  the  delights  of 
admiration  and  applause.  Bring  before  your  eyes  an  Angel^  who, 
if  the  language  may  be  permitted,  basked  in  the  sunshine  of  hea- 
ven, and  revelled  in  the  bliss  of  immortality  ;  forgetful  of  the  ser- 
vice of  his  Maker,  and  regardless  of  the  eternal  well-being  of  his 
glorious  companions.  Would  not  all  these,  and  the  last  as  truly 
as  the  others,  be  pronounced,  by  the  impartial  judgment  of  your 
own  minds,  drones  in  the  Creation,  and  blanks  in  the  kingdom  of 
God?  Would  the  character  of  either  awaken  esteem,  or  merit 
praise  ?  Instead  of  being  amiable,  would  they  not  of  course  be 
odious  ?  Instead  of  claiming  respect,  would  they  not  be  con- 
temptible ? 

Ascend  still  higher.  Separate  in  your  thoughts,  from  the  other 
attributes  of  the  Godhead,  that  good-will,  which  is  the  energy  of 
the  infinite  Mind,  and  that  characteristical  beneficence,  in  which 
it  is  divinely  displayed.  Do  you  not  discern,  that  in  this  manner 
the  glory  would  depart  from  the  Creator  himself;  and  the  face  of 
the  uncreated  Sun  be  finally  eclipsed  ?  Do  you  not  perceive, 
that,  in  this  case,  the  God  of  the  Scriptures  would  be  strongly  as- 
similated to  the  character,  and  descend  far  down  towards  the 
level,  of  the  deities  of  Epicurus  ;  Vv'ho  spent  their  immortal  exist- 
ence in  quaffing  nectar,  and  feasting  on  ambrosia  ? 

The  dead,  especially  those,  who  have  long  since  died,  are  usu- 
ally estimated  with  impartiality.  Whom  do  mankind  remember 
with  sincere  respect,  and  cordial  veneration  ?  Not  the  host  of 
Asiatic  sovereigns;  immured  in  their  palaces ;  arrayed  in  splen- 
dour ;  bathed  in  essences ;  feasted  on  dainties  ;  incensed  with 
perfumes  ;  fed,  fanned,  served,  and  idolized,  by  numerous  trains 
of  slaves  and  dependents.  Not  Sardanapalus ;  not  ViteUius ; 
not  the  second  Charles,  oi  Great  Britain.  It  is  Alfred ;  it  is  Gtts- 
tavus  Vasa ;  it  is  Gustavus  Adolphus  ^  it  is  Washington  j  whom 
mankind  remember  with  delight,  and  never  mention  without  ve- 
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iieration  and  praise.  But  we  need  not  look  to  heads  of  armies, 
nor  ascend  to  the  chair  of  state,  to  find  examples  of  this  nature. 
The  beneficence  of  Howard  places  him  on  the  same  roll  of  worth 
with  these  exalted'men.  The  character  of  Paul,  the  tent-maker, 
is  not  inferior  to  that  of  Moses,  the  leader  of  Israel.  Not  the 
rulers,  but  the  benefactors,  of  mankind,  and  that,  whatever  has 
been  their  station,  command  the  attachment,  and  the  reverence, 
of  the  heart.  The  ''  Man  of  Ross"  is  a  title,  by  the  side  of  which 
that  of  Emperor  is  forgotten.  In  the  whole  roll  of  history,  I 
know  not,  that  what  is  styled  enjoying  hfe  has  been  even  men- 
tioned with  approbation. 

Gthly.    fVould  it  be  honourable  for  God  to  rule  an  Universe,  com- 
posed  of  creatures,  who  merely  enjoyed  good? 

We  readily  conceive  the  Creator  to  be  invested  with  the  high- 
est glory,  in  forming  and  governing  an  Universe,  composed  of  In- 
telligent beings,  possessed  of  high  and  noble  faculties,  and  employ- 
ing them  always  for  great  and  illustrious  ends  :  all  of  which,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  are  to  be  comprised  under  the  general  name 
of  beneficence.  But,  if  the  Intelligent  Universe  consisted  of  be- 
ings, who  only  ate,  and  dnmk,  and  rose  vp  to  play,  m  what  respect 
would  honour  redound  to  the  Creator  from  its  formation,  preser- 
vation, or  government  ?  Consider,  for  a  moment,  the  character 
of  those,  whom  in  this  case  he  would  govern.  Instead  of  saints 
and  angels,  they  would  be  animals  ;  superior  indeed  in  capacity, 
but  the  same  in  character  and  destination.  How  immensely  dif- 
ferent would  such  a  kingdom  be  from  the  future,  celestial  kingdom 
of  ever  improving  virtue,  and  the  ever  growing  happiness,  of 
which  it  is  the  parent. 

7thly.  Jl  life  of  beneficence  is  happier  than  a  life  of  enjoyment. 
The  Scriptures  teach  us,  that  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give,  than 
to  receive.".  In  the  address  oi  St.  Paid  to  the  Elders  of  Ephesus 
these  words  are  quoted  as  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  /  as  the  sum 
of  all  his  instructions  concerning  this  interesting  subject.  They 
are,  therefore,  to  be  received  as  the  great  law  of  the  Univeise,  by 
which  all  moral  beings  are  to  be  governed  ;  and  in  which  the  true 
wisdom,  and  the  real  interest,  of  every  such  being  is  unfolded. 
Still  it  may  be  useful  to  examine  the  state  of  facts  ;  that  we  may 
learn  how   far  thev  are  conformed  to  this  divine  declaration. 
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Happiness  commences  in  the  mind,  which  is  to  be  happy.  The 
peace,  which  passeih  all  iinderstanding  ;  the  joy,  zchich  this  world 
cannot  give,  nor  take  away,  and  zoith  which,  as  being  absolutely 
personal  and  internal,  no  stranger  can  meddle  ^  are  the  primary 
constituents  of  enduring  good.  Within  the  soul  ;  at  its  undisturb- 
ed fireside  ;  must  be  found  that  family  of  harmonious  Affections.. 
which  are  to  inhabit  and  to  adorn  the  mansion,  in  which  enjoyment 
is  to  dwell.  Here  Conscience  must  reign,  be  satisfied,  and  smile. 
But  on  what  can  Conscience  smile  ?  Certainly  not  on  a  life 
of  sloth,  and  pleasure.  Beneficence  is  the  celestial,  the  divine, 
object,  at  which  her  eye  kindles  ;  and  on  which,  as  a  fond  parent 
on  her  beloved  child,  she  looks  with  serene  and  eternal  compla- 
cency. As  in  the  morning  of  the  first  Sabbath,  which  dawned  with 
peace  and  splendour  upon  the  world,  fresh  from  the  forming  hand 
of  Omnipotence,  the  Creator  surveyed  with  smiles  the  glorious 
work  of  his  hands ;  she  fixes  her  eye  upon  the  world  within,  beau- 
tified by  this  divine  energy,  and  pronounces  it  very  good. 

Another  ingredient  of  happiness  is  the  merited  Esteem  of  others  ; 
particularly  of  the  zvise  and  good. 

Another,  of.supreme  importance,  is  the  Approbation  of  God, 

Another,  immensely  complicated,  and  comprehensive,  may  be 
comprised  under  that  unlimited  appellation,  the  Blessing  of  God. 

All  these  have  already  been  sufficiently  considered;  and,  if  I 
mistake  not,  have  been  decisively  shown  to  flow,  as  regular  con- 
sequences, from  a  life  of  beneficence.  I  shall  only  add  to  these 
another  consideration ;  viz.  that,  if  all  ddigently  exerted  them- 
selves to  do  good,  th(  mass  of  enjoyment  woxdd  he  speedily  accumu- 
lated beyond  calculation.  Industry,  in  the  proper  sense,  is  the 
source  of  the  daily  enjoyments  of  life  ;  and  Idleness,  their  destruc- 
tion, or  their  prevention.  If  all  were  idle,  as  if  they  sate  down 
to  enjoy,  all  would  be  ;  there  would  be  neither  ploughing,  sowing, 
nor  reaping;  neither  corn,  nor  flax;  neither  food,  nor  clothes. 
Houses  would  cease  to  be  built;  children  would  be  neither  in- 
structed, nor  governed  ;  and  laws  would  be  neither  made,  nor 
executed.  The  protection,  the  blessings,  and  even  the  existence, 
of  Government  would  terminate.  Religion  would  no  longer  be 
taught,  nor  practised.  The  present  life  would  stagnate  :  eternal 
life  woiilrl  he  forgotten. 
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Like  indusiry  in  every  other  case  would  be  industry  in  this ; 
a  perennial  source  of  enjoyment.  A  spirit  of  doing  good  is  the 
peculiar  industry  of  virtuous  beings.  Its  exertions  are  the  culture 
of  the  moral  world:  its  harvest  is  happiness.  Wherever  it  lives, 
and  labours,  the  crop  is  exuberant ;  and  all  around  it  have  enough, 
and  to  spare.  Heaven  is  filled  with  good,  because  all  its  inhabit- 
ants labour  to  produce  it.  Were  maiskind  to  imitate  ihem  ;  this 
desolate  globe  would  again  resemble  heaven. 

8thly.  To  do  good  is  to  be  like  God,  and  like  the  Redeemer, 
"  Thou  art  good,"  says  the  Psalmist,  addressing,  and  charac- 
terizing, his  Maker ;  "  Thou  art  good  ;  and  thou  doest  good  ;  and 
thy  tender  mercies  are  overall  thy  works."  "  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth," says  St.  Peter,  giving  the  character  of  his  Saviour,  "  a  man, 
who  went  about  doing  good."  To  do  good  is  the  only  employ- 
ment of  God.  In  an  unlimited  and  endless  course  of  beneficence, 
is  he  always  busied  ;  and  in  this  manner  is  his  glory  accomplished, 
and  displayed.  But  God  is  infinitely  happy.  From  this  employ- 
ment, and  the  disposition  which  prompts  it,  his  happiness  su- 
premely arises.  All,  who  would  be  happy  with  such  happiness  as 
he  enjoys,  must  be  followers  of  Him,  as  dear  children,  in  this  di- 
vine pursuit.  All,  who  do  follow  him,  will  be  happy  in  the  same 
manner,  and  in  some  good  measure,  as  he  is  happy. 

REMARKS. 

1st.  It  is  a  glorious  proof  of  the  excellency  of  the  Scriptures,  that 
they  are  wholly  occupied  in  fitting  mankind  to  do  good. 

The  Scriptures  themselves  declare  this  to  be  the  end,  for  which 
they  were  revealed.  "All  Scripture,"  say  they,  "is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God  ;  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  and  for  instruction  in  righteousness  ;  that  the  man  of 
God  maybe  perfect ;  being  thoroughly  furnished  unto  every  good 
work."  In  complete  accordance  with  this  decisive  declaration, 
the  law  requires  nothing,  but  that  we  lov(  God  with  all  the  heart, 
and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.  To  this  spirit  of  benevolence  arc 
all  its  rewards  promised  ;  and  against  the  contrar}  disposition  are 
its  tremendous  penalties  denounced.  Accordingly,  Christ,  who 
magnified  the  law.  and  made  it  honourable,  filled   up  his    life  with 
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beneficence.  This  is  the  import  of  all  his  instructions,  labours, 
and  example.  But  it  will  not  be  questioned  that  ihe  life  and  in- 
structions of  Christ  arc  the  whole  amount  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  the 
whole  design  of  the  Go>pe!.  therefore,  as  well  as  the  law,  to 
make  men  good,  ami  to  persuade  them  to  do  good. 

In  this  mighty  and  glorious  particular  no  other  book  is  like  the 
Scriptures;  uoiie,  second  to  them.  Ail  the  works  of  aiscient 
Philosophy,  and  (nodern  Infidelity,  if  allowed  to  have  their  whole 
influence  on  the  heart,  wo;ild  termi:i;ite  ni  corrupting  those,  by 
whom  the)  were  read.  Some  valuable  truths,  and  some  useful  pre- 
cepts, they  undoubtedly  contain  ;  but  these  are  so  mingled  with  a 
mass  of  falsehood  and  licentiousness,  that  their  entire  efficacy  is 
only  depraving,  and  dreadful.  Accordingly,  not  one  of  those,  who 
have  conformed  their  conduct  to  these  writings,  has  been  shown, 
with  any  reasonable  evidence,  to  have  been  a  virtuous  man  ;  or  to 
have  made  it  his  real  bu  iness  to  amend  the  character,  and  increase 
the  happiness,  of  mankind. 

How  illustrious  a  contrast  is  presented  to  us  in  the  life  of  the 
Apostles  !  Look  for  a  moment  at  the  conduct  of  St.  Paul* 
Behold  him  renouncing  wealth,  reputation,  and  pleasure  ;  the  high 
rewards  of  ambition,  and  the  fascinatnig  charms  of  influence  ;  his 
family,  his  friends,  and  his  country  ;  wandering  from  place  to  place, 
throughout  the /?oman  world  ;  over  land,  and  sea  ;  among  civilized 
men.  and  barbarians  ;  sutfering  toil  and  weariness,  danger  and 
persecution  ;  imprisoned,  scourged,  and  stoned  ;  yet  able  to  say, 
and  say  with  truth,  "  None  of  these  things  move  me ;  neither 
count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course 
with  joy,  and  the  Ministry,  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."  All  these  la- 
bours, losses,  and  sutferings,  this  great  and  good  man  encountered 
for  the  immortal  benefit  of  his  fellow-men.  For  this  glorious  ob- 
ject he  spent  his  life.     For  this  he  expired  on  the  cross. 

Contrast  with  the  life,  and  death,  of  this  Ajjostle  the  life,  and 
character,  of  the  ancient  Philosophers,  and  of  modern  Infidels. 
Contemplate  the  affluence,  ease,  and  luxury,  in  which  many  of 
them  lived  ;  the  bare  decency  of  the  best,  and  the  gross  vice  of 
almost  all;  their  excessive  pride;  their  insatiable  lust  of'fame; 
the  sanctions,  which  they  have  given,  both  by  tlieir  example  and 
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their  precepts,  to  the  rank  indulgence  of  sensual  appetites;  their 
absolute  destitution  of  efforts  for  the  good  of  mankind ;  and  their 
universal  absorption  in  base  and  sordid  selfishness  ;  and  you  will 
behold  one  instructive  exhibition  of  the  philosoph),  which  they 
taught,  and  of  its  proper  efficacy  on  the  mind  of  man.  You  will, 
also,  cease  to  wonder,  that  those,  who  imhibe  this  philosophy,  re- 
semble their  teachers ;  or  that  those,  who  cordially  embrace 
the  Gospel,  should  in  their  life  and  conversation  be  followers  of 
St.  Paul. 

2dly.  This  doctrine  furnishes  one  of  the  best  means  for  determin- 
ing our  07vn  characters. 

Is  it  the  commanding  object  of  our  wishes,  and  designs,  to  do 
good?  We  have  all,  unquestionably,  something,  at  which  we 
aim,as  the  chief  end  of  our  labours.  Is  this  the  end  ?  Or  do  we  live, 
and  desire  to  live,  only  to  enjoy  ?  If  the  former  is  our  great  object, 
we  are  children  of  God ;  if  the  latter,  we  are  hitherto  strangers 
to  his  family,  and  favour,  and  to  that  character,  which  alone  can 
unite  us  to  both.  All  good  men  have  possessed  this  character : 
and  from  it  have  derived  their  title  of  good  men.  [i  this  be  not 
our  character;  however  decent,  pleasing,  and  amiable,  in  the 
sight  of  others,  we  have  no  pretensions  to  goodness ;  and  are  still 
odious  in  the  sight  of  God. 

3dly.  77ns  doctrine  will  furnish  us  with  an  universal  Standard, 
for  estimating  the  characters  of  our  fellow-men. 

Every  man  is  truly  estimated,  accordnig  to  the  effect  of  the 
beneficence,  of  which  he  was  the  voluntary  author.  All  men  are 
furnished  with  means,  and  oppoitunities,  of  doing  good  :  some 
with  greater  ;  some  with  less  :  but  all,  with  those,  which  are  real, 
and  which,  if  faithfully  employed,  will  enable  them  to  be  real 
benefactors  to  the  world.  Every  man  can  glorify  his  Maker,  and 
promote  the  happiness  of  his  fellow  creatures.  Those,  who  can- 
not give,  may  contrive.  Those,  who  cannot  contrive,  may 
labour.  Those,  who  cannot  labour,  may  pray.  Some,  who  can 
cast  only  two  mites  into  the  common  treasury,  for  the  service 
of  God,  and  the  happiness  and  virtue  of  their  fellow-men  ;  will  be 
found  to  have  done  more,  than  a  host  of  the  rich,  the  great,  and 
the  splendid.  Let  no  person,  therefore,  feel  as  if  this  divine  em- 
ployment was  beyond  his  power. 
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Were  this  equitable  standard,  for  estimating  the  characters  of 
men,  universall)^  adopted  ;  what  mighty  changes  would  be  made 
in  human  reputatioi;  ?  How  often  would  the  man  of  science,  who 
consumes  his  life  in  heaping  up  knowledge,  without  employing  it 
to  any  useful  purpose,  be  obliged  to  give  place  to  the  clown,  who 
has  never  known  his  alphabet  ;  and  who,  yet,  in  his  own  humble 
sphere,  has  laboured  for  the  relief  and  the  comfort  of  those  around 
him  ?  How  often  would  beauty  of  form  fade  away  before  the 
superior  lustre  of  a  virtuous  mind,  animating,  perhaps,  a  plain,  or 
even  a  deformed,  person  ?  How  frequently  would  the  tongue  of 
eloquence  falter  and  be  dumb,  before  the  silent  but  impressive 
language  of  a  benevolent  life,  in  a  humble  man,  who  had  talents  for 
nothing  but  doing  good!  How  suddenly,  as  well  as  frequently, 
would  the  wreath  of  the  statesman,  and  the  laurel  of  the  hero, 
wither  before  the  crown  of  glory,  achieved  by  a  peasant ;  whom 
the  one  ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  the  other  butchered,  perhaps, 
to  swell  his  power  and  fame!  In  a  word,  how  soon  would  many 
of  the  great  become  little  ;  the  renowned  be  forgotten  ;  the  splen- 
"did  sink  iisto  obscurity  ;  and  kings,  and  princes,  and  nobles,  and 
all  those  proud  men,  whom  wf  foolishly  account  happy,  exchange 
the  palace  for  a  cottage,  or  the  throiie  for  a  dunghill  ? 

In  the  day,  when  "God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 
with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be 
evil ;"  changes  of  this  nature,  endless  in  their  multitude,  and  im- 
mensely important  in  their  alternations  of  disgrace  and  glory,  will 
actually  take  place.  Then  those,  who  are  last  in  this  world,  will 
in  many  instances  be  first ;  and  those,  who  are  Jirst,  will  in  many 
instances  be  last.  Then  those  only,  who  have  done  good,  will  rise 
to  the  resurrection  of  life :  while  those,  who  have  done  evil,  will 
rise  to  the  resrirrection  of  condemnation.  Then  pride  and  fame, 
wealth  and  grandeur,  will  fade  and  wither  beneath  the  beams  of 
the  Sun  of  righteousness.  Then,  too,  the  benevolence  of  the  Gos- 
pel, which  budded  oidy  in  this  unfriendly  climate,  will  open  in  the 
eternal  sunshine  with  life,  which  cannot  decay  ;  with  beauty,  which 
will  never  fade ;  and  with  fragrance,  which  will  cheer  heaven 
itself  through  its  immortal  ages.  Then  those,  who  have  voluntari- 
ly done  good  even  to  the  hast  of  Christ'' s  brethren,  will  be  declared 
to  have  f/oHe  ittmtohim;  and  wiW  inherit  the  kingdom,  prepared 
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for  his  followers  from  the  foundition  of  the  world.  At  the  same 
time,  also,  those  who  have  refused,  or  neglected,  this  divine  em- 
ployment, will  be  compelled,  with  amazement  and  terror,  to 
depart  from  his  presence  into  everlasting  f  re,  prepandfor  the  devil 
and  his  angels.  It  ought  to  sink  deep  into  the  heart  of  every  one 
of  us,  that  no  reason  is  alleged,  at  the  final  trial,  for  this  immense 
difference  in  the  future  allotments  of  men,  but  that  some  have 
chosen,  and  that  others  have  declined,  to  employ  their  time,  and 
talents,  in  accomplishing  this  glorious  object.  The  former  are 
admitted  into  heaven,  not  indeed,  as  having  merited  this  divine 
destination,  but  as  being  qualified  for  active  and  endless  benefi- 
cence :  the  latter  are  shut  out,  because  they  are  unfitted  to  pur- 
sue this  illustrious  end  of  their  being. 


SERMON   XVIII. 

ON   THE    DUTIES   CONNECTED    WITH   A  PROFESSIONAL 

LIFE. 

PREACHED  TO  THE  CANDIDATES   FOR  THE    BACCALAUREATE 

IN  1796  AND   1805, 


Proverbs  iv.  20 — 27. 

My  son  attend  to  my  words  ;  incline  thine  ear  to  my  sayings  : 

Let  them  not  depart  from  thine  eyes  :  keep  them  in  the  midst  of  thine 

heart  : 
For  they  are  life  unto  those  that  find  them,  and  health  to  all  their 

flesh. 
Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life. 
Put  away  from  thee  a  froward  mouth,  and  perverse  lips  put  far 

from  thee. 
Ltt   thine  eyes  look  right    on,   and  thine   eyelids  look  straight  be- 

fore  thee. 
Ponder  the  path  of  thy  feet,  and  let  all  thy  ways  be  established. 
Turn  not  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left :  remove-  thy  foot  from 

EVIL. 

These  words  are  a  part  of  the  Instructions,  given  by  David  to 
Solomon  ;  of  a  great  and  wise  prince,  to  a  promising  son.  The 
character  of  the  Father  has  been  rarely  excelled  ;  his  instruc- 
tions never.  The  influence,  which  they  had  on  the  son,  was  of 
the  happiest  kind  ;  and  their  tendency  to  profit  all  men  was  such, 
that  God,  who  had  originally  given  them  to  the  Father,  thought 
proper  to  record  them  in  the  sacred  Canon,  for  universal  use. 

VOT,.    I.  ^7 


290  ON  THE  DUTIES  CONNECTED  [SER.  X\m. 

Thus  recommended,  they  cannot  fail  to  have  weight,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

In  this  paragraph  the  following  things  are  plainly  and  especial- 
ly urged  on  Solomon. 

1.  That  he  should  faithfully  observe  the  precepts  of  his  Father. 
Vs.  20—22. 

2.  That  he  should  keep  his  heart  with  all  diligence ;  that  he 
should  watch  carefully  over  his  thoughts,  and  aflections  ;  as  being 
the  springs  of  action,  and  the  true  source  of  a  good  or  evil  cha- 
racter.    V.  23. 

3.  That  he  should  in  like  manner,  watch  over  his  lips  ;  and 
take  effectual  care,  not  to  be  snared  by  the  words  of  his  mouth* 
V.   24. 

4.  That  he  should  examine  the  course  of  Life,  before  him,  with 
serioitsness  and  diligence  j  and  determine  coolly  and  cautiously, 
beforehand,  concerning  all  his  conduct.     Vs.  25  and  26. 

5.  That,  when  he  had  thus  considered  hi?  course  of  Life,  and 
determined  on  what  was  right,  and  proper  to  be  pursued  ;  he 
should  closely  adhere  to  his  determination. 

On  the  present  occasion,  I  stand  as  a  Father  to  the  Youths, 
whom  I  am  about  to  address.  Through  the  past  year,  they  have 
been  wholly  copnmitted  to  my  parental  care;  and  are  now  to  re- 
ceive my  last  parental  office.  The  solemn  and  interesting  na- 
ture of  the  occasion  will,  I  presume,  apologize  for  me.  if  I  con- 
fine my  observations  wholly  to  them.  I  wish  to  say  many  things 
to  them  ;  but  all,  that  I  can  ever  say  to  most  of  them,  must  pro- 
bably be  said,  at  the  present  time. 

Without  further  preface,  let  me.  then.  Young  Gentlemen,  my 
pupils,  my  children,  endeared  to  me  by  many  atfiecting  considera- 
tions, address  to  you  the  following  counsels,  i  trust  you  will  tind 
them,  though  not  the  counsels  of  your  real  parents,  nor  of  a  wise 
and  inspired  prince,  yet  the  sentiments  of  a  sincere  friend,  and  sen- 
timents accordant  with  inspired  (iiith.  One  interesting  circum- 
stance will  certainly  attend  them,  they  will  probably  be  the  last, 
which  most  of  you  will  ever  receive  from  me 

The  words,  which  I  have  selected  for  the  occasion,  as  the 
theme  of  discourse,  are  wholly  suited  to  your  situation.  Nothing 
ran  be  more  important,  for  you  to  do  ;  than  to  treasure  up  the 


SER.  XVIII.]  WITH  A  PROFESSIONAL  LIFE.  291 

good  counsels  which  are  given  to  you  ;  especially  when  you  are 
counselled  to  keep  your  hearts  with  diligence  ;  to  watch  over 
your  lips  ;  to  ponder  and  establish  the  course  and  conduct  of  your 
lives  ;  and,  when  you  have  once  determined  wisely  concerning  it, 
to  adhere  to  your  determination,  with  unshaken  firmness.  At  the 
same  time,  when  you  remember,  that  these  directions  were  given 
by  David,  pursued  by  Solomon,  and  sanctioned  by  God,  addition- 
al motives  will  scarcely  be  necessary  to  engage  your  obedience. 

You  have  now  finished  your  academical  education,  and  are 
about  to  enter  into  the  busy  world.  A  part,  of  some  kind,  or  oth- 
er, you  must  act  in  it ;  and  you  doubtless  intend,  that  that  part 
shall  be  honourable  to  yourselves,  and  useful  to  mankind.  To 
make  it  such,  prudent  measures,  and  vigorous  efforts,  must  be 
adopted.  Allow  me  in  the  following  observations,  to  point  to 
you  the  one,  and  to  prompt  you  to  the  other.  Some  of  these  ob- 
servations I  shall  make  because  of  their  inherent  importance; 
and  some  because  they  may  never  perhaps  be  made  to  you  by 
others. 

Most  of  you  will,  probably,  and  within  a  short  time,  enter  in 
one,  or  other,  of  those,  which  are  appropriately  called  the  learn- 
ed professions.  With  this  object  before  me,  let  me  request  you 
to  remember  that  the 

1st.  Duly,  incumbent  onyon^is  to  qualify  yourselves  foi'  the  pf-O' 
fession,  which  you  adopt. 

Although  this  is,  in  the  highest  degree,  expedient  for  you,  yet 
it  is  by  no  means  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  mere  expediency. 
It  is  an  indispensable  Duty.  In  offering  yourselves  to  mankind,  in 
either  of  these  professions,  you  declare  publicly  and  solemnly, 
that  you  have  faithfully  endeavoured  to  qualify  yourselves  for  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  it ;  and  with  equal  publicity  and  solemnity 
you  announce  yourselves  to  be  thus  qualified.  This  profession 
your  countrymen  would  certainly  believe;  had  not  experience,  io 
various  instances,  proved  to  them  that  their  confidence  was  un- 
founded. Disappointed  as  they  have  sometimes  been,  they  have 
still  an  undoubted  right  to  believe  the  profession,  on  your  part,  to 
be  sincere  ;  and  the  qualifications,  professed,  to  be  real,  and  ade- 
quate to  the  character  assumed. 

The  great  qualification,  here  intended,  is  the   Understanding. 
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necessary  to  the  skilful  discharge  of  your  professional  duties.  The 
only  possible  method  of  obtaining  this  qualification  is  study. 
Without  study  you  will  experience  deficiencies,  which  no  genius 
can  supply.  Genius  can  invent,  and  model,  but  it  cannot  furnish 
information.  Facts,  laws,  doctrines,  can  never  be  known,  unless 
they  are  learned ;  and  they  can  never  be  learned  unless  they  are 
studied. 

Few  subjects  are  viewed  by  Youths,  with  more  prejudice,  or 
more  self-deception,  than  Genius  and  Application.  To  Genius 
have  been  always  attributed  qualities,  which  it  did  not  possess, 
and  effects,  which  it  never  accomplished.  Its  splendour  is  indeed 
great  and  dazzling  ;  but  its  usefulness  has  been  commonly  small, 
and  its  value  trifling.  Pride  has  perverted  it,  vanity  misguided, 
vice  tainted,  and  idleness  destroyed.  Like  the  car  of  Phaeton,  it 
has  alarmed,  where  it  should  have  blessed,  mankind  ;  and,  while 
it  should  have  enlightened  and  warmed  the  world,  it  has  only  set 
it  on  fire. 

In  the  mean  time,  its  efficiency  is  commonly  and  egregidusly 
mistaken.  No  man  was  ever  great  in  intellect,  but  by  means  of 
intense  application.  The  diligence  of  Demosthenes,  of  Aristotle, 
of  Plato,  and  of  Cicero,  needs  no  comment.  Even  Homer,  the 
heaven  horn  Poef, studied  men,  and  things,  as  diligently,  as  the  book- 
worm his  volumes.  Bacon,  Beyle,  Berkeley,  Newton,  and  Locke, 
were  scarcely  more  distinguished  by  endowments,  than  by  appli- 
cation. What  is  to  be  justly  attributed  to  the  Genius,  and  what 
to  the  Study,  of  each  ;  it  is,  perhaps,  impossible  to  determine. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  without  superior  diligence,  they  would 
probably  have  all,  long  before  the  present  time,  been  forgotten  5 
or  remembered  merely  because  they  abused  their  talents,  and  be- 
cause when  it  was  in  their  power,  they  neglected  to  become  either 
great  or  useful. 

Reading  is  not  the  only  mode  of  studying.  Conversation, 
refection,  observation,  and  writing,  have  each  their  peculiar  ad- 
vantages. 

Reading  wisely  directed  puts  into  your  possession  within  a 
few  days  or  hours  the  thoughts  which  others  have  spent  years  in 
collecting ;  and  furnishes  you  with  the  best  thoughts,  of  the  wisest 
men,  on  the  most  important  subjects. 
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Observation  presents  to  yoa  facts,  and  frequently  interesting 
facts,  which  you  will -gam  from  no  other  source,  and  of  which 
you.  at  the  same  time,  possess  the  most  undouhting  certainty. 

Conversation  furnishes  you  with  truths,  which  were  never 
written;  and  awakens  in  you  valuable  ideas  which,  otherwise, 
you  would  never  have  entertained.  At  the  same  time  it  teaches 
you  that  readiness  of  thought,  and  of  expression,  so  remarkable  in 
men,  accustomed  to  correspond  largely  with  the  world.       ^ 

Refection,  or  Meditation  makes  the  knowledge,  which  you 
gain  from  the  sources  already  mentioned,  a  part  of  your  own 
system  of  thinking ;  and  arranges  your  thoughts  in  that  regular 
method,  without  which  they  would  be  a  mere  heap  of  rubbish. 

Writing,  or  meditating  by  tht  pen,  performs  the  same  work,  in  a 
more  exact  and  perfect  manner  ;  and,  as  it  allows  abundant  oppor- 
tunity for  reviewing  and  reforming  them,  so  it  conducts  you  more 
certainly  and  safely  to  truth  and  rectitude. 

Multitudes  of  Men,  who  read  little,  observe,  converse,  and 
reflect,  much ;  and  are,  therefore,  in  a  respectable  sense  studious. 
To  this  fact  it  is  probably  owing  that  Genius  has  stood  in  so  high 
reputation.  Some  men  have  been  great,  with  but  little  reading ; 
and  have,  therefore,  been  thought  great,  merely  by  dint  of 
Genius;  whereas  they  became  great  by  their  diligence,  as  truly, 
and  as  much,  as  the  most  laborious  student.  Would  you  be 
great  men,  imitate  their  diligence.  Travel  often,  and  far,  in 
the  same  paths.  Make,  at  the  same  time,  the  utmost  ad- 
vantage of  your  books.  He,  who  has  a  library,  and  will  not 
use  it,  is  a  slugi^ard,  possessed  of  a  golden  mine,  who  wears  the 
rags,  and  starves  on  the  crusts,  of  beggary,  because  he  is  too 
lazy  to  dig. 

If  you  need  authority  to  prompt  your  industry,  or  to  settle  your 
opinions,  that  authority  is  at  hand.  Cicero,  the  greatest  genius, 
scholar,  and  man,  of  his  own,  and  of  almost  all  ages,  has  declared, 
as  the  result  of  all  his  researches,  "  IHligentia  vincit  omniaJ^'' 
Solomon,  a  much  greater,  and  wiser  man,  than  Cicero,  has  writ- 
ten or  rather  God  has  written  by  the  hand  of  Solomon,  "  The  di- 
ligent hand  maketh  rich,'''' — and  equally  in  property,  knowledge, 
eloquence,  and  virtue. 

Begin  your  course  of  professional  studies,  then,  with  a  fixed  de- 
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termination  to  study  closely,  daily,  and  perseveringly.  Read 
carefully  books  of  the  most  respectable  character,  and  read  them 
thoroughly.  Make  diligent  reading  a  business  for  life.  Exa- 
mine critically  what  you  read.  Bow  not  to  the  decisions  of  mere 
authority,  any  longer,  at  least,  than  until  you  have  opportunity  to 
examine  for  yourselves.  \(  t\\e  Rulers,  and  the  Pharisees  do  not 
believe,  let  their  infidelity  be  no  foundation  [or yours. 

Arrange  in  clear  order  the  sentiment:-  which  you  adopt.  Me- 
ditate with,  and  without,  the  pen.  Without  method,  your  thoughts 
whether  originated,  or  imbibed,  will  never  be  ready  for  use. 
The  Store  may  be  full,  and  the  goods  of  great  value  ;  but  if  thej 
"be  all  thrown  together  from  the  bale,  and  the  box.  it  will  cost  you 
more  time  to  find  that,  for  which  you  look,  than  it  will  be  worth, 
when  found.  Put  up  every  thing  in  its  proper  place,  that  it  may- 
be ready  for  the  first  customer. 

Converse,  also,  freely  with  others,  on  the  opinions  which  you 
embrace.  They  will  view  them  in  a  ditTerent  manner  from  that, 
in  which  you  view  them.  They  will  often  detect  your  errors, 
discover  the  weakness  of  your  arguments,  and  strengthen  you  in 
your  just  opinions.  Should  you  in  this  way  be  sometimes  mor- 
tified, let  it  not  deter  >ou  from  persevering.  The  profit  will 
abundantly  compensate  for  the  pain.  No  man  is  wise  with  re- 
spect to  every  subject :  all  men  are  wise  with  respect  to  some 
subjects.  The  Farmer  will  often  improve  the  Philosopher  ;  nay 
even  the  servant  can  in  many  things  teat  h  his  master.  Would 
you  know  men,  or  things,  converse  freely  and  frequently  with 
persons  of  every  class  and  station. 

Allow  yourselves  time  to  gain  the  requisite  information.  The 
first  impressions  concerning  the  character  of  a  young  man  are 
usually  of  the  utmost  iniportance  to  his  success  in  Life.  If  they 
are  favourable,  moderate  industry  and  prudence  will  preserve 
them ;  if  unfavourable,  great  and  long  continued  efforts  will 
scarcely  wear  them  away.  You  will  not  forward  your  real  pro- 
gress in  life  by  hurryii.y;  yourselves  into  busine.-'s.  Like  the  tor- 
toise in  the  fable,  the  slow  and  sure  runner  will  usually  first  reach 
the  goal. 

Three  years  are  barely  suffiiient  to  furnish  you  with  the  neces- 
sary qualifications  for  either  of  the  liberal  professions.     Straitened 
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circumstances  are  the  only  excuse  for  a  shorter  period  of  prepara- 
tion. Should  such  circumstances  compel  you  to  employ  a  less 
time  in  your  preparatory  studies,  supply  the  deficiency,  as  much 
as  may  be,  by  superior  application  both  before  and  afterwards. 
Make  every  day,  and  every  hour,  yield  its  advantages  by  unre- 
mitted diligence.  Like  Jacob,  wrestling  with  the  angel,  suffer 
not  one  to  leave  you,  till  it  shall  have  blessed  you.  Remember, 
that  a  little  knowledge  gained  every  day,  will  make  a  rich  year; 
that  drops  fill  the  ocean,  and  that  sands  form  the  shore. 

Methodise,  for  this  end,  your  whole  time.  Appropriate  its  due 
part  to  recreation,  to  food,  to  sleep,  and  to  business.  Methodised 
time,  like  methodised  business,  goes  on.  not  only  easily,  but  ad- 
vantageously. The  Pensionary,  De  Wit,  with  more  business  on 
his  hands  than  fell  to  any  man  in  Europe,  had  always  leisure  for 
conversation,  and  for  amusement. 

For  this  end,  also,  decide,  as  soon  as  you  can  decide  satisfactori-' 
ly.  on  the  profession,  in  which  you  are  to  spend  your  lives.  Inde- 
cision and  delay,  in  this  concern  will  iniure  your  happit<ess,  and 
your  character.  Destitute  of  any  object,  to  engross  your  atten- 
tion, and  to  employ  your  faculties,  your  minds  will  be  harassed  by 
suspense,  benumbed  by  listlessness,  and  depressed  by  melancholy. 
At  the  same  time,  in  a  country,  where,  happily,  every  man  is  a 
man  of  business,  you  will  be  viewed  as  wavering  and  indolent, 
as  devouring  the  sweets  of  the  hive,  and  adding  nothing  to  the 
common  stock. 

2.  When  you  are  regularly  admitted  into  the  profession,  which 
you  adopt,  there  will  usually  intervene  an  unhappy  period  between 
your  first  attempts  to  obtain  employment,  and  your  actual  attain- 
ment of  the  business,  at  which  you  aim.  At  this  period,  you  will 
have  no  present  object  to  fill  your  attention  and  your  time.  At 
this  period,  the  horizon  of  lift  will  be  overcast,  and  the  clouds  of 
the  morning  will  appear  to  you  to  announce  a  gloomy  and  dis- 
tressing day. 

In  this  uncertain,  anxious,  situation,  many  worthy  and  pro- 
mising young  men  are  driven  to  the  borders  of  despair,  and  either 
droop  into  inexertion,  or  plunge  into  vice  and  infamy.  Be  warn- 
ed by  their  unhappy  example;  and  shun  the  ruin,  in  which  they 
have  been  involved. 
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While  I  give  you  this  caution,  I  ought  to  assist  you,  in  adopt- 
ing it,  by  furnishing  you  with  both  means  and  motives.  Re- 
mennber, 

First.  That  this  is  not  a  case,  peculiar  to  you  ;  that  it  is  not  the 
effect  of  any  fault  or  inability  of  yours  ;  hut  the  natural  result  of 
the  crowdedstate  of  the  liberal  professions.  Divinity  is  indeed  less 
crowded,  than  Law  or  Medicine ;  but  ihe  older,  more  improved, 
and  more  respectable  parishes,  which  most  naturally  invite  the 
attention  of  a  young  gentleman,  will  present  to  his  eye  a  mode- 
rate number  of  vacancies. 

Secondly.  Bear  in  mind,  that  others,  7vho  have  gone  before  you, 
have  struggled  with  the  same  evils,  and  surmounted  them.  They 
surmounted  them  by  industry  and  perseverance.  The  same  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  will  enable  you,  also,  to  surmount  them. 
Mankind  will  always  need  the  services  of  the  wise  and  the  good, 
and  will  always  possess  sufficient  ability  to  discern  those,  who  are 
furnished  with  wisdom  and  goodness.  If  }ou  labour  for  these  at- 
tributes, you  will  certainly  possess  them  ;  and  if  you  possess  them 
you  will  be,  for  no  very  long  period,  unnoticed,  or  unemployed. 

Thirdly.  In  this  unhappy  interval,  seek  for  any  hottest  employ- 
onent,  to  fll  up  the  painful  vacuity ;  any  employment,  I  mean, 
which  will  not  retard  your  professional  progress.  Should  it  gra- 
tif\  ambition  less  than  you  wish,  it  will  supply  that  deficiency,  by 
its  usefulness  to  your  character,  and  to  your  peace. 

In  this  country,  all  employments,  being  voluntarily  given,  are 
given,  of  course,  to  those,  in  whom  confidence  is  placed.  Con- 
fidence is  always  placed  in  men,  who  prove  themselves  to  be  per- 
sons of  ability  and  integrity.  This  proof  is  found  only  in  the  pre- 
vious conduct.  Our  countrymen,  with  that  good  sense,  for  which 
they  are  distinguished,  uniformly  insist  on  the  high  evidence  of 
facts,  as  the  proper  proof  of  that  worth,  which  is  to  be  rewarded 
with  their  confidence.     HeiM  e. 

Fourthly,  results  a  rule  of  life  of  the  last  importance — To  do 
whatever  business  you  undertake,  as  well  as  you  are  able. 

As  you  have  acted  in  the  last  station,  which  you  have  holden, 
you  will  be  expected  to  act  in  the  next.  From  the  character, 
Avhich  you  have  sustained,  where  you  last  lived,  will  be  formed 
the  estimate  of  those,  among  whom  you  norv  live.     Jf  you  have 
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discharged  the  trusts,  heretofore  reposed  in  you,  and  performed 
the  business,  which  you  have  heretofore  undertaken,  with  skill 
and  faithfulness,  your  fellow-citizens  will,  with  confidence,  en- 
trust and  employ  you  again.  Let  not  the  smallness,  or  humbU- 
ness,  of  the  employment,  induce  you  to  neglect,  nor  to  slight,  the 
duties,  which  it  brings.  Whatever  it  is,  you  have  thought  pro- 
per to  undertake  it ;  and  have  thus  furnished  unanswerable  rea- 
sons why  you  should  discharge  it  faithfully.  In  this  world,  also, 
as  well  as  in  that  to  come,  you  are  to  remember,  that  Ae,  who  has 
been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  may  expect  to  be  called  to  super- 
intend many.  Throughout  that  period  of  your  lives,  which  will 
precede  the  age  of  forty,  you  ought  to  view  yourselves  as  appren- 
ticed by  the  public  ;  and  to  feel  the  fullest  conviction,  that  when- 
ever your  countrymen  have  become  satisfied  of  your  skill  and 
fidelity,  in  the  subordinate  gradations  of  character  and  business. 
they  will  cheerfully  employ  you  as  Master-workmen. 

3.  When  you  have  begun  the  business  of  Life  f  your  chief  duty 
will  be  fidelity  in  the  business  of  your  prof ession» 

One  of  the  first  requisites  to  this  end,  is  diligent  study  through 
life.  The  immense  importance  of  this  requisite  is  unhappily  in- 
suflicient,  in  many  cases,  to  engross  the  necessary  attention. 
Multitudes  of  hopeful  Youths,  and  many  of  them  originally  stu- 
dious, for  one  reason,  and  another,  quit,  by  degrees,  this  desira- 
ble course ;  and  become  so  indolent,  or  so  occupied,  as,  after 
their  entrance  into  business,  to  increase,  scarcely  at  all,  their  un- 
derstanding, or  their  reputation.  Some  professional  men  are  so 
poor,  as  to  be  destitute  of  books,  and  obliged  to  labour  daily  for 
subsistence.  Others  are  too  much  engrossed  by  their  active  em- 
ployments. The  Physician  has  too  many  patients  ;  the  Lawyer 
too  many  clients  ;  and  the  Clergyman  too  large  a  parish.  Others 
are  already  possessed  of  both  business  and  character,  and  feel 
themselves  to  stand  in  need  of  no  further  application.  From 
these  and  the  like  causes,  there  are  comparatively  few  studious 
men  in  any  profession. 

In  neither  of  these  instances  is  found  a  suflacient  excuse  for  the 
neglect  of  study.  The  demands  of  poverty  are  indeed  irresisti- 
ble ;  but  these  demands  are  rarely  so  violent,  as  necessarily  to 
produce  the  alleged  consequence.     Men  in  small  circumstances 
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have  much  time,  which  is  spent  in  employments,  neither  so  use- 
ful, nor  so  entertaining,  as  study.  Social  libraries  are.  or  may  be, 
established,  with  a  small  expense  to  individuiils  in  every  neigh- 
hourhood;  and  books  may  be  frequently  and  convenient!}  bor- 
rowed. The  other  classes  are  totally  inexcusable.  What  unstu- 
dious  Clergyman  might  not,  with  study,  preach  better  sermons  ? 
What  Lawyer  of  the  same  character  might  not  do  more  justice  to 
his  causes  ?     What  Physician,  to  his  patients  ? 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  urged  on  the  subject  of 
study,  let  me  advise  you  to  aim,  when  you  commence  business,  at 
distinguished  character.  Be  not  satisfied  with  merely  escaping 
blame,  or  mingling  with  the  mass.  Determine  to  excel  ;  not 
from  the  envious  wish  to  look  down  on  others ;  but  from  the  ge- 
nerous love  of  excellence  ;  and  from  the  evangehcal  desire  of  do- 
ing good.  Let  sloth,  ignorance,  and  insignificance,  jog  quietly 
on  in  the  downward  track,  so  congenial  to  their  character.  Lift 
your  eyes  to  the  hills  of  science,  dignity,  and  virtue,  and  consider 
the  rocks  and  the  steeps,  as  obstacles  placed  there  merely  to  be 
gloriously  overcome.  Halt  not.  on  account  of  any  suspected  de- 
ficiency in  your  talents.  Toil  is  the  great  instrument  of  excelN 
ing;  application  the  chief  source  of  human  distinction.  Of  the 
great  Marlborough,  Chesterfield  has  written,  that  he  was  destitute 
of  genius.  No  man  is  useful,  or  honourable,  without  industry  ; 
few  industrious  men  are  found  to  be  void  of  respectable  talents. 
In  the  next  place,  labour  to  do  the  best  in  your  power,  in  every 
case  in  which  you  attempt  (o  do  any  thing. 

Should  any  of  you  pursue  the  Medical  Profession,  do  all  that  for 
each  patient,  and  do  it  in  the  same  manner,  as  you  would,  if  your 
reputation  and  your  living  were  suspended  on  that  single  case. 
A  great  part  of  medical  skill  lies  in  determining  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  To  make  this  determination  satisfactorily,  it  will  oftien 
be  necessary,  that  you  should  spend  no  small  time  in  examining. 
This  time  you  may  grudge  ;  it  is  often  grudged.  To  comfort  you 
under  the  loss,  let  me  remind  you,  that  you  will  have  done  your 
duty,  and  that  your  duty  cannot  be  otherwise  done.  You  must, 
I  am  sensible,  in  this  way,  deprive  yourselves  of  many  amuse- 
ments ;  and  amusements  have  many  and  powerful  charms.  Pro- 
bably 1  may  not  be  able  successfully  to  plead  against  them.     I 
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have  known  a  physician  spend  two  hours  quietly  at  a  social  din- 
ner, who  has  finished  his  visit  to  a  patient,  languishing  with  a  ma- 
lignant fever,  in  two  minutes.  That  Physician  forgot  that  God 
was  present. 

Consult  carefully  the  hest  books,  in  every  important  case  ;  but 
more  carefully  still  employ  your  own  eyes  to  examine  facts.  In 
every  interesting  case,  many  facts  will  occur,  which  no  book  will 
describe.  These  will  also  be  varied  in  new  manners,  and  blend- 
ed in  new  complications.  The  least,  and  seemingly  the  most  in- 
significant, are  often  of  high  importance. 

Whatever  you  observe,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  note  in  a  common- 
place book  ;  and  ultimately  arrange,  in  a  volume  of  superior  cha- 
racter. Whatever  other  importance  this  may  sustain,  it  will  be 
certainly  known  by  you,  will,  of  course,  be  highly  useful  to  you, 
and  may  be  so  to  mankind. 

Aim,  also,  at  a  friendly  and  honourable  intercourse  with  your 
medical  brethren.  Such  an  intercourse  has  not  always  existed 
among  gentlemen  of  that  profession.  In  cases  of  high  distress, 
the  wretchedness  of  many  families  has  been  aggravated,  by  find- 
ing, that  they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  one  Physician's  advice, 
merely  because  they  had  employed  another.  A  contrary  con- 
duct will  confer  on  you  honour  and  distinction.  Let  me  advise 
you,  for  this  end,  to  speak  respectfully,  at  least  not  censoriously, 
of  your  brethren ;  and  if  you  should  be  called  upon  to  visit  their 
patients,  not  to  preface  your  prescriptions  with  censuring  theirs. 

Some  of  you  will  probably  be  found  at  the  Bar.  In  this  sta- 
tion, I  shall  not  think  it  necessary  to  urge  upon  you  honesty  in 
transacting  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  your  clients.  To  this 
coarsespun  honesty  a  very  moderate  regard  for  your  own  pros- 
perity will  sufficiently  prompt  you.  A  more  refined  integrity 
ought  to  engage  your  attention.  Your  own  feelings  in  the  ar- 
dour of  contest,  and  the  wishes  of  your  clients,  will  naturally  pre- 
sent to  you  strong  temptations  to  enhance  arguments,  to  discolour 
facts,  and  to  pervert  Law.  Suffer  not  these  temptations  to  pre- 
vail. Make  it  at  first,  a  rule,  from  which  you  are  never  to 
swerve,  to  understand  the  true  import  of  Law  as  well  as  you  can, 
and  to  represent  it  in  exact  accordance  with  your  views :  to  watch 
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facts,  as  they  are  exhibited  by  witnesses,  and  to  state  them  naked- 
ly, as  they  appear  to  you  ;  to  weigh  arguments  with  candour,  and 
to  give  them  in  your  exhibitions  just  that  weight,  which  you  be- 
lieve them  to  possess,  and  no  more.  You  may  not,  by  this  con- 
duct, advance,  in  every  instance,  your  property,  or  >our  charac- 
ter; but  you  will  do  what  is  right:  you  may  not  gratify  your 
clients;  but  you  will  be  appioved  by  good  men,  by  your  con- 
sciences, and  by  }  our  God. 

In  the  Desk,  fidelity  will  require  you  to  declare  honestly  and 
boldly,  as  Paul  did,  all  the  counsel  of  God.  You  wiil  neither  be 
wiUing  to  flatter,  nor  afraid  to  alarm,  your  hearers,  so  far  as  truth 
and  duty  require.  In  no  wise  affect  to  say  alarming  things ;  but 
in  no  wise  fear  to  say  them.  The  Condition  of  all  impenitent 
sinners  is  an  alarming  condition  ;  and  cannot,  if  represented  with 
truth,  be  otherwise  represented. 

The  same  fidelity  will  require  you  both  to  believe,  and  to 
preach,  whatever  you  find  in  the  Scriptures.  If  any  thing,  which 
the  Scriptures  appear  to  you  to  declare,  contravene  doctrines, 
which  you  know  to  be  generally  believed,  especially  by  wise  and 
good  men,  examine  with  modesty,  and  with  care ;  but  if  you  find 
yourselves  compelled  to  differ  from  them,  dilTer  boldly  and  hon- 
estly. Your  Reason,  and  all  your  advantages,  were  given  you, 
that  you  might  judge  for  yourselves. 

At  the  same  time,  despise  the  love  of  innovation.  The  pre- 
sent is,  emphatically,  and  to  a  degree  of  frenzy,  the  age  of  inno- 
vation. Beardless  boys,  treading  on  the  threshold  of  science, 
pert  coxcombs,  the  mere  retailers  of  a  few  scientific  terms,  ob- 
tained, and  understood,  as  parrots  obtain  and  understand  the  lan- 
guage which  they  utter,  will  inform  you,  and  have  the  impudence 
to  inform  mankind,  that  the  present  is  the  only  enlightened  age 
of  man;  that  the  world  has  slumbered  in  chains  of  ignorance  and 
prejudice,  for  six  thousand  years  ;  that  light  has  just  begun  to 
dawn  upon  the  earth ;  and  that  true  philosophy  never  conde- 
scended to  bless  mankind  until  the  present  age.  Were  all  this 
trumpery  true,  how  could  these  silly  children  know  it  to  be  true  ? 
Of  philosophy,  of  the  present,  of  past  ages,  they  know  nothing. 
Beware  of  philosophical  divinity,  even    when  recommended 
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by  the  brightest  names.  Man  cannot  devise  a  theological  system, 
which  will  bear  the  scrutiny  of  an  hour.  The  subject  is  too  vast, 
too  comphcated,  for  our  hmited  minds. 

I  said,  says  Solomon,  (Hodgson,)  I  shall  attain  it  ^ 

But  it  is  far  off  from  me. 

Hoio  distant  is  it,  and  deep  ! 

Deep  !  who  can  reach  it  ? 

Though  a  wise  man  think  to  find  it  out, 

Yet  shall  he  not  be  able. 

What  man  cannot  invent,  he  is  here  equally  unable  to  improve. 
Beware  of  attempting  to  mend  the  work  of  God.  It  is  not  consis- 
tent with  probability,  nor  as  I  apprehend  with  the  divine  pro- 
mise, that  the  Church  of  God  should  in  all  preceding  ages  have 
been  universally  ignorant  of  the  substance  of  the  Gospel.  That 
part  of  it,  which  by  itself,  and  by  its  enemies,  has  been  termed  or- 
thodox, has  in  every  age  holden  the  doctrines  of  grace,  or  what 
are  called  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation.  It  cannot  be,  that 
this  vast  body  of  divines  and  Christians  should  have  been  sub- 
stantially wrong.  But  if  they  have  been.  Philosophy  cannot  set 
them  right.  To  the  Law  and  to  the  testimony,  if  you  intend  to  rec- 
tify either  yourselves  or  others.  If  any  men  speak  not  according 
to  this  Word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them.  Before  you 
teach  others,  learn,  yourself,  of  the  perfect  teacher.  The  Bible 
only  has  brought  men  back  from  error  to  the  truth  of  God.  All 
the  leading  heretics  have  been  Philosophers,  and  their  philoso- 
phy has  been  the  ignis  fatuus  which  has  misled  both  them  and 
their  followers. 

If  you  would  be  faithful,  you  will  endeavour  to  preach  alway, 
in  the  best  manner  you  are  able. 

To  this  end  follow  the  great  example  set  before  you  in  the 
Scriptures. 

First.  Examine  carefully  how  the  subjects  of  preaching  are 
there  handled.  Mark  the  unceasirtg  variety  of  matter  and  manner, 
and  the  comparative  attention  bestowed  on  each  subject.  Vary 
continually  in  your  own  discourses;  and  let  it  not  be  said  of  you, 
that  you  preach  in  one  narrow  round  of  subjects,  or  that  you  han- 
dle all  subjects  in  one  unvaried  manner.  Allot  to  no  subject  a 
greater  proportion  of  time  and  attention,  than  you  see  warranted 


302  ON  THE  DUTIES  CONNECTED  [SER.  XVni. 

by  the  attention  given  to  it  by  the  Scriptures ;  and  remember  that 
all  Scripture  was  equally  given  by  the  inspiration  of  God,  and  that 
all  is  pronounced  by  him  to  be  projitaiile,  for  furnishing  the  man 
of  God  to  every  good  work. 

Secondly.  Set  every  subject  and  sentiment,  as  much  as  may 
be,  in  that  lights  which  is  most  agreeable  to  the  views  of  Common 
sense.  Draw  your  arguments,  illustrations,  and  enforcements, 
de  medio — from  familiar  sources,  and  objects.  You  may,  indeed, 
in  this  way  sacritice  a  little  literary  pride ;  but,  to  compensate 
this  loss,  you  will  gain  the  attention,  the  esteem,  and  not  impro-  ■ 
bably  the  Souls,  of  your  hearers. 

Ignorant  and  uneducated  preachers  are  necessitated  to  tread 
in  the  same  beaten  track,  and  continually  to  reiterate  the  same 
things.  In  them  it  is  a  fault,  that  they  preach  at  all ;  in  you  it 
will  be  a  fault,  to  preach  like  them.  If  you  preach  learnedly, 
you  will  perhaps  astonish  your  congregations  ;  but  you  will  most 
probably  lose  both  them,  and  your  labours. 

Thirdly.  Avoid  both  a  florid,  and  a  slovenly  style.  A  chaste, 
manly,  energetic  style  is  the  style  of  the  desk,  and.  let  me  say,  of 
all  good  writing.  The  attention  ought  to  appear  to  have  been 
bestowed  on  things,  and  not  on  words;  and  the  beauty  of  the  lan- 
guage ought  to  flow  apparently  from  this,  that  such  language  was 
the  most  natural  and  obvious  language  to  him,  who  had  such  good 
things  to  utter. 

Fourthly.  Avoid  affectation.  Ridiculous  every  where,  in  the 
desk  it  is  detestable.  If  your  own  manner  should  not  be  the  best, 
it  will  be  the  best  which  you  can  use.  A  borrowed  coat  never 
sate  well  on  any  man. 

Fifthly.  Be  seriously  in  earnest.  Every  preacher,  if  he  would 
effect  any  thing,  must  both  believe,  and  feel,  what  he  declares. 
From  earnestness,  eloquent  sentiments,  and  persuasive  language, 
naturally  spring.  In  truth,  earnestness  is  itself  the  soul  of  elo- 
quence. All  men,  when  engaged  and  earnest,  are  eloquent ;  un- 
less they  have  unhappily  contracted,  beforehand,  habits  of  awk- 
wardness, and  violations  of  nature. 

Sixthly.  Use  your  own  method  of  handling  every  subject.  A 
general  sameness  has  been  introduced  into  the  preaching  of  this 
rountry,  from  an  apprehension,  that  the  established  manner  is  the 
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only  good  one,  or  decidedly  the  best.  Every  Man  thinks,  as  well 
as  speaks,  and  acts,  in  a  manner  different  from  every  other ;  and 
every  man's  manner  is  a  good  one,  and  for  himself  the  best.  A 
pleasing  novelty  may  thus  be  thrown  over  your  manner,  which 
will  scarcely  be  found  in  your  matter.  At  the  same  time,  seek 
not  for  such  novelty.  If  you  seek  for  it  you  will  only  be  odd  ;  if 
you  merely  follow  nature,  you  will  be  nenu 

4.  You  will  be  all  citizens.  In  this  character,  love  and  support 
the  institutions  of  your  country.  In  this  age  of  innovation,  visiona- 
ry philosophers  have  retailed  abundantly  their  reveries,  on  politi- 
cal subjects,  as  well  as  others.  They  have  discovered,  that  men 
are  naturally  wise  and  good,  prone  to  submit  to  good  government, 
and  pleased  to  have  their  passions  and  appetites  restrained  ;  and 
that  all  the  errors  and  iniquities  of  our  species  are  derived  merely 
from  the  oppression  of  the  privileged,  and  the  great.  From  these 
principles,  adopted  in  defiance  of  every  fact,  the}  have  drawn  con- 
sequences repugnant  to  every  reason,  and  fraught  with  every  fol- 
ly, danger,  and  mischief  You  will  find  all  men  substantially 
alike,  and  all  naturally  ignorant,  and  wicked.  You  will  find  eve- 
ry man  pleased,  not  merely  to  be  free,  but  to  tyrannize ;  and  to 
indulge  without  restraint,  and  without  degree,  both  appetite  and 
passion  ;  and  to  be  impatient  of  every  law,  which  in  any  degree 
restrains  either.  The  most  arrant  tyranny,  of  which  you  will 
ever  hear,  is  the  tyranny  of  a  mob  ;  and  the  most  dangerous  do- 
mination, that  of  a  Jacobin  Society.  All  men.  when  assembled  in 
multitudes,  are  more  unreasonable,  more  unjust,  more  tyrannical, 
and  every  way  more  wicked,  than  when  they  are  separate  ;  be- 
cause they  dare  to  be  so. 

Whatever  you  find  in  man,  better  than  I  have  asserted,  is  the 
result  of  human  discipline,  or  of  divine  grace.  In  the  Institutions 
of  our  own  country,  this  discipline  is  more  perfect,  than  it  has 
been  in  any  other.  Proportionally  ^reat,  and  good,  have  been 
its  eflfects  ;  in  proportion  to  these  effects,  is  its  inestimable  value  ; 
and  such,  if  you  are  wise  and  honesl  men,  will  be  its  value  in  your 
minds.  Educated  in  knowledge,  in  morals,  in  religion,  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  our  Countrymen  can  enjoy  their  unexampled 
freedom,  with  safety,  order,  and  peace.  No  nation,  not  thus  edu- 
cated, can  long  be  free  at  all.     More  free  than  we  are,  Man,  with 
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his  present  character,  cannot  be.  If  we  can  preserve  such  free- 
dom, we  shall  do,  what  has  never  been  done.  The  only  possible 
means  of  its  preservation,  miracles  apart,  is  the  preservation  of 
those  institutions,  from  which  it  has  been  derived.  , 

All  these  are  courses  of  conduct,  without  which  you  cannot,  I 
conceive,  be  wise,  honest,  or  useful,  in  your  several  characters. 
They  are  solemn  Duties,  which  you  owe  to  mankind,  and  to  God. 
As  such  I  have  thought  them  proper  subjects  of  this  valedictory 
sermon.     But, 

5.  You  will,  also,  be  men.  You  are  creatures  of  the  infinite 
God  ;  the  subjects  of  moral  agency  ;  accountable  for  the  use  of 
your  time  and  talents  ;  and  advancing  daily  to  the  period,  when 
you  will  be  judged  and  rewarded. 

In  this  character,  I  scarcely  need  remind  you,  that  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  rectitude  in  all  your  conduct,  is  of  an  importance 
which  cannot  be  measured.  Every  aid,  which  will  contribute  to 
this  end,  you  cannot  but  prize  ;  every  motive  you  cannot  but 
feel.  The  following  suggestions  will,  of  course,  not  be  without 
their  influence.     In  the 

First  place.  Bring  the  condition,  in  which  you  thus  stand,  home 
to  your  hearts.  It  is  not  a  small,  or  inefficacious  attainment,  for 
Man  to  realize  his  condition ;  to  make  his  state,  and  his  destina- 
tion, a  serious  part  of  his  system  of  thinking  ;  to  calculate  the  bu- 
siness of  his  life  for  such  a  being  as  himself;  and  to  suit  the  part, 
he  is  to  act,  to  the  character,  which,  at  his  creation,  he  was  ne- 
cessitated to  assume.  Were  this  effectually  done,  the  conduct  of 
most  if  not  of  all,  men  would  probably  assume,  in  some  measure  a 
different  complexion  from  that,  which  it  actually  wears.  Let 
not  the  mistakes  of  others  influence  yon.  With  a  manly  independ- 
ence of  mind,  think,  understand,  realize,  what  you  are,  and  for 
what  you  are  designed.  Daily,  and  willingly  renieinber.  that  you 
are  not  the  beings  of  a  day,  but  the  heirs  of  eternity  ;  that  you 
were  not  designed,  to  shine,  to  flutter,  and  to  expire  ;  but  through 
an  endless  progress  to  honour  youi  Maker  and  to  bless  your  fel- 
low-creatures. Should  these  ideas  be  suitably  impressed  on  your 
minds,  should  they  be  inwoven  in  the  habits  of  your  thought,  you 
cannot  fail  to  be  affected  by  them,  and  in  some  measure  to  as- 
sume the  propriety,  and  the  dignity,  of  such  a  station. 
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Secondly.  Dare  to  act,  and  fixedly  determine  to  act,  according 
to  the  dictates  o(  ij our  own  judgment. 

This  may  seem  to  you  a  singular  direction.  You  have  been 
told  by  all  your  instructors,  and  what  is  intinitely  more,  you  are 
told  by  the  Word  of  God,  that  to  listen  to  advice  is  the  highest 
wisdom  of  youth,  and  that  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is 
safety.  As  I  have  often  repeated,  and  enforced,  these  doctrines 
to  you,  you  will  not  imagine,  that  I  now  intend  to  impeach  their 
truth,  or  to  lessen  their  importance.  The  direction  which  I  am 
now  considering,  is,  if  1  mistake  not,  perfectly  accordant  with 
these  maxims  of  wisdom.  Seek,  and  receive  advice,  on  every 
occasion ;  but  of  that  advice,  and  of  every  thing  else,  judge  for 
yourselves.  For  what  other  end  were  you  endowed  with  the  ca- 
pacit}-  of  judging  ? 

In  the  mean  time,  allow  me  to  say,  this  direction  is  not  merely 
true,  it  is  also  of  high  importance.  A  large  part  of  the  follies,  the 
vices,  and  the  miseries  of  mankind  may  be  traced  solely  to  an  un- 
happy adoption  of  fashionable  opinions,  and  a  thoughtless  imita- 
tion of  fashionable  practices  :  opinions  which  few  of  those,  who 
adopt  them,  believe  ;  and  practices,  of  which  few  of  those  who 
follow  them,  approve.  A  desire  to  be  like  others,  is  one  of  the 
most  promiiient  features  of  the  human  character.  To  resemble 
others  in  wisdom  and  virtue  is  glorious ;  to  resemble  them  in 
things  inditferent  is  certainly  not  censurable  ;  but  to  assume  folly, 
and  to  make  vice  your  pattern,  because  others  are  foolish  and  vi- 
cious ;  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  blockheads,  coxcombs,  infidels,  or 
villains,  merely  from  a  propensity  to  imitation,  is  a  sacrifice  of 
reason,  a  voluntary  idiocy,  a  wanton  suicide.  When  others 
around  you  utter  wisdom,  and  act  with  rectitude,  avail  yourselves 
of  the  social  spirit,  and  catch  the  wisdom  and  the  rectitude. 
When  others  swerve,  nobly  assert  your  own  independence,  and 
refuse  to  follow  them.  Determine  to  have  only  your  own  faults 
to  answer  for.  If  mankind  would  universally  thus  act,  folly 
would  scarcely  grow  in  this  unhappy  world,  and  vice  would  soon 
be  esteemed  an  exotic. 

Thirdly.  Diligently  read,  and  faithfully  obey,  the  sacred  Scrip- 
lures. 

Assuming,  ^vhat  is  a  mere  and  totally  irrational  assumption- 
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that  the  Scriptures  are  not  of  divine  origin,  they  will  still  teach 
you  more  wisdom,  and  lead  you  to  better  conduct,  than  all  the 
volumes  produced  by  man.  This  the)  will  also  accomplish  with 
a  certainty  and  an  efficacy,  wholly  sinj^ular  ;  in  wa}s  most  ingen- 
ious and  happy  ;  and  with  motives  of  every  kind,  addressed  to 
ever}  feeling,  and  fraught  with  infinite  force.  The  single  aim  of 
the  Scriptures  is  to  make  men  virtuous.  The  end  is  supremely 
excellent ;  it  is  glorious ;  it  is  divine.  The  means  used  in  them 
for  its  accomplishment  are  scarcely  less  deserving  of  these  epi- 
thets ;  for  to  say  the  least,  which  can  be  truly  said,  almost  all  the 
virtuous  men,  who  have  existed,  have  been  made  such  by  them. 
We  know  of  no  other  book  which  has  made  men   virtuous  at  all. 

But  the  Scriptures  are  of  divine  origin.  Numerous,  ingenious, 
and  most  industrious  men,  have,  through  more  than  sixteen  hun- 
dred years,  laboured  to  disprove  their  character,  as  a  Revelation. 
The  work  is,  however,  no  nearer  to  its  accomplishment,  than 
when  it  was  begun.  Had  the  design  been  practicable,  it  could 
scarcely  have  failed  of  coming  before  this  time,  to  an  issue.  If 
you  will  faithfully  examine,  and  will  at  the  same  time  dare  to 
judge  for  yourselves,  you  will  find  that  the  controversy  between 
Christians  and  Infidels  has  been  merely;  whether  man  should 
vield  to  passion  and  appetite,  or  to  argument,  to  duty,  and  to 
God  ;  whether  he  should  live  for  time,  or  eternity  ;  as  an  animal 
or  as  an  intelligent  being  ;  for  earth  or  for  heaven  ;  for  himself  or 
for  his  Maker ;  whether  God  is  the  Moral  Governor  of  all  ration- 
al beings,  or  the  Sluggard  of  Epicurus,  housed  in  his  own  Elysium, 
quaffing  sensual  enjoyment,  and  wholly  indifferent  to  the  Uni- 
verse of  creatures. 

Fourthly.  In  all  your  conduct,  think  before  you  act,  and  es- 
pecially inquire,  how  such  action  would  appear  to  you,  on  a  dy- 
ing bed. 

On  that  bed  you  will  drop  most  of  your  prejudices,  and  will  no 
longer  be  under  the  influence  of  passion  or  appetite,  of  reverence 
for  the  world,  or  devotion  to  fashionable  opinions  and  practices. 
This  world,  and  its  objects,  will  recede  ;  and  Eternity,  with  its 
infinite  concerns,  will  draw  nigh.  Should  you  then  possess,  un- 
impaired, your  rational  faculties,  you  will  see  the  true  nature  of 
things  more  clearly,  and  estimate  their  value  more  justly.     You 
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will  see,  that  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  Inst  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride 
of  life,  and  the  means  by  which  they  are  gratified  ;  form  a  wretch- 
ed character,  constitute  a  wretched  possession,  and  furnish  a 
wretched  hope.  You  will  see,  that  the  scramble  for  wealth,  ho- 
nour and  pleasure,  ardently  as  it  may  have  engaged  you,  and 
wholly  as  it  may  have  engrossed  others,  was,  on  the  one  hand,  a 
silly  puppet  show  of  children,  and,  on  the  other,  a  frenzied  tu- 
mult of  bedlam. 

Although  you  cannot  perfectly  form  the  same  estimate  of 
things,  until  you  come  to  this  solemn,  this  life-explaining  situation  ; 
yet  you  may,  in  no  unhappy  degree,  reap  its  advantages  through 
every  period  of  your  lives.  It  is  in  the  power  of  man,  with  suita- 
ble efforts  to  place  himself  in  any  situation,  to  realize  the  scenes, 
which  it  would  present,  and  to  imbibe  the  sentiments,  to  which  it 
would  give  birth.  Accustom  yourselves  to  the  situation,  in  which 
you  will  actually  be  on  a  dying  bed  :;  and  you  will  realize  such 
sentiments  as  will  be  there  entertained.  Your  estimate  of  the 
world,  of  yourselves,  of  duty,  and  of  happiness,  will,  by  degrees, 
resemble  the  final  estimate  ;  your  passions,  appetites  and  preju- 
dices, will  lose  their  dominion  over  you  ;  the  world  will  cease  to 
be  your  God ;  present  enjoyments  and  sufferings  will  appear  to 
be  the  dreams  of  a  moment ;  and  future  things  no  longer  distant 
or  dim,  will  rise,  expand  and  approach,  with  amazing  solemnity 
and  grandeur.  Thus  circumstanced,  it  will  be  impossible  for  you 
not  to  live,  as  candidates  for  eternity,  and  for  heaven. 

Fifthly.  Remember,  that  God  is  always  where  you  are,  and 
perfectly  sees,  hears,  and  knows  whatever  you  think,  speak. 
or  do. 

Sixthly.  Remember,  that  you  are  sinners  ;  and  that  it  is  there- 
fore impossible,  that  you  should  be  virtuous  in  this  Life,  or  hap- 
py in  that  to  come,  but  by  an  interest  in  the  Redeemer. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  prove  to  you  that  you  are  sinners.  If 
you  have  ever  looked  into  your  own  hearts,  or  examined  at  all 
your  own  lives,  you  cannot  but  know  this  to  be  your  real  character. 
Nor  can  you,  instructed  as  you  have  been,  in  divine  things  from  the 
cradle,  nor  even  in  the  exercise  of  sober  reason  unassisted  by  Re 
velation,  seriously  believe  for  a  moment,  that  impenitent  sinners 
can  be  accepted,  justified,  and  blessed  of  God.     God.  the  infinite- 
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]y  holy,  cannot  but  hate  sin,  and  determine  that  without  holiness 
no  man  shall  see  his  face.     His  unchangeable  law  admits  of  no 
repentance  as  the  ground  of  restoration  ;  and  his  voice  has  de- 
clared Christ  to  be  to  mankind  the  only  hope  of  glory.     On  his 
Expiation,  then,  Man,  if  ever  to  be  saved,  must  rely  ;  for  there  is 
no  salvation  in  any  other.     To   become  interested  in  this  Expia- 
tion, you  must  confide  in  it.     Distrust  or  Unbelief  will  be  a  wall 
of  partition  between  you  and  him   so  long  as  it  remains  ;  and  con- 
fidence can  alone  unite  you  to  him.     V\  hy  should  you  not  believe 
in  him  ?     Is  he  not  worthy  of  being  trusted  ?     Is  he  not  able  ;  is 
he  not  willing ;  is  he  not  faithful  ?     Has  he    not  satisfactorily 
proved  all  these  things  by  what  he  has  done  ?     Does  he  demand 
of  you  any  sacrifice,  but  of  your  sins?     Does  he  impose  on  you 
any  burden,  but  your  duty  ?     Is   not   this  sacrifice  gainful  ?     Is 
not  this  burden  light  ?     Is  not  he  the  best  of  all  friends  ;  present 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  on  earth,  in  heaven,  in  time,  and 
in  eternity  ?     Will  you  not  need  his  favour  and  an  interest  in  his 
atonement  on  a  dying  bed  ?     Seek  him  then,  while  he  is  to  be 
found;  fly  to  him,  while  he  is  near.     Seek  him  early;  and  you 
will  find  him,  and  be  loved  by  him  forever. 

In  what  manner  let  me  ask  you  would  you  act,  if  you  were 
standing  before  the  Shechinah  of  the  Jewish  temple  ;  and  beheld 
the  cloud  rolling  and  the  lightnings  darting  over  your  heads  ? 
How  would  you  act  if  you  were  with  the  Israelites  at  the  foot  of 
Sinai ;  while  the  earth  trembled  beneath,  the  trumpet  of  God 
sounded  above,  the  smoke  of  the  mountain  ascended  up  to  Hea- 
ven, and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  embosomed  its  summit  in  the 
flame  of  devouring  fire  ?  You  would  undoubtedly,  with  Moses, 
exceedingly  fear  and  quake  ;  if  you  did  not,  with  the  congregation, 
fall  down  to  the  earth,  deprived  of  motion  and  sense.  The  same 
God  will  always  accompany  you,  equally  awful  in  himself,  though 
not  manifested  in  a  manner  equally  terrible.  Ask  yourselves, 
then,  always,  when  about  to  act,  how  will  this  conduct  appear  to 
the  eye  of  God  ?  If  it  cannot  stand  this  test,  it  will  never  abide  in 
the  day,  when  he  shall  judge  the  secret  things  of  men. 

Thus  have  I  attempted  to  form  a  compendious  directory  for  the 
future  conduct  of  your  lives.  Much,  that  I  wished  to  say,  I  have 
beenoblit,ed  to  omit;  but  if  what  1  have  said  be  faithfully  regard- 
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ed,  many  other  useful  things  will  follow  of  course.  I  have  now, 
and  always  earnestly  wished  your  good  and  laboured  to  promote 
it.  To  hear  of  your  prosperity,  your  wisdom,  and  your  virtue, 
will  sweeten  the  cup,  which  God  appoints  to  me  ;  and  furnish  an 
additional  beam,  to  cheer  the  evening  of  my  life.  The  connec- 
tion formed  between  you  and  me,  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  can- 
not be  destroyed,  but  by  folly  and  vice,  on  your  part,  or  on  mine. 
While  we  both  live,  you  will  have  my  best  wishes,  and  most  fer- 
vent prayers  :  and  whenever  God  should  be  pleased  to  call  me 
away  from  this  world,  should  he  ifi  infinite  mercy  call  me,  at  the 
same  time,  into  his  kingdom,  to  share  with  his  children  the  bless- 
ings of  his  everlasting  love,  it  will  give  me  transports,  which  no 
tongue  can  utter,  to  see  you  all  around  me  ;  and  to  be  able  to  say, 
"  Behold,  here  am  I,  and  the  children,  whom  thou  hast  given  me." 


SERMON  XIX. 

THE  NATURE  AND  DANGER  OF  INFIDEL  PHILOSOPHY. 

SERMON  1. 


PREACHED  TO  THE  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  BACCALAUREATE 

IN  1797. 


COLOSSIANS    ii.    8. 

Beware,  lest  any  man  spoil  you  through  philosophy  and  vain  deceit, 
after  the  tradition  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and 
not  after  Christ. 

When  the  Gospel  was  published  by  the  Apostles,  it  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  prophetic  declaration  of  its  Author,  vigorously  op- 
posed by  the  world.  This  opposition  originated  from  various 
sources;  but,  whencesoever  derived,  wore  one  uniform  charac- 
ter of  industry,  art,  and  bitterness.  The  bigotry  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  sword  of  the  Gentiles,  the  learning  of  the  wise,  the  per- 
suasion of  the  eloquent,  and  the  force  of  the  powerful,  were  alike 
exerted  to  crush  the  rising  enemy. 

Among  the  kinds  of  opposition,  which  they  were  called  to  en- 
counter, not  the  least  laborious,  malignant,  or  dangerous,  was  the 
Philosophy  of  the  age.  A  large  number  of  their  first  converts 
lived  in  countries,  where  the  language  of  the  Greeks  was  spoken, 
and  their  Philosophy  received.  The  things,  which  this  Philoso- 
phy professed  to  teach,  were  substantially  the  same  with  those 
which  were  taught  by  the  Apostles ;  viz.  the  Character  and  Will 
of  God,  and  the  Duty  and  Supreme  Interest  of  Men.  Hence  it 
naturally  became  an  object  of  veneration,  assumed  the  station  of 
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a  rival  to  the  Gospel,  and  exhibited  an  imposing  aspect,  especial- 
ly to  young  and  unsettled  converts. 

The  doctrines,  and  the  spirit,  of  the  Philosophers  were,  how- 
ever, geuerally  direct  counterparts  to  those  of  liie  Apostles. 
Some  truths,  and  truths  of  hi.^h  nnportance,  they  undoubtedly 
taught ;  but  they  blended  them  with  gross  and  numberless  errors. 
Some  moral  and  commendable  practices  they,  at  times,  inculcat- 
ed ;  but  so  interwoven  with  immoralities,  that  the  parts  of  the 
web  could  never  be  separated  by  the  common  hand.  Covetous, 
self-sufficient,  and  sensual,  they  looked  down  with  supreme  con- 
tempt on  the  poor,  self-denying,  and  humble  followers  of  Christ, 
and  on  their  artless,  direct,  undisguised,  and  practical  preaching. 
Notwithstanding  this  contempt,  it,  however,  prevailed  against  all 
their  specious  logic,  pompous  eloquence,  and  arrogant  preten- 
sions. Their  Philosophy,  enveloped  in  fable  and  figures,  per- 
plexed with  sophistry,  and  wandering  with  perpetual  excursion 
round  about  moral  subjects,  satisfied,  in  no  permanent  degree,  the 
understanding,  and  affected  in  no  useful  degree  the  heart :  while 
the  Gospel  simple,  plain,  and  powerfiil,  gained  the  full  assent  of 
common  sense,  and  reduced  all  the  affections  under  its  control. 
Of  course,  the  contempt  of  Philosophers  was  changed  into  hatred, 
rivalry,  and  persecution  ;  and  their  ridicule  of  Christianity  was 
succeeded  by  the  serious  efforts  of  violence  and  malignity. 

St.  Paul,  who  appears  thoroughly  to  have  comprehended  the 
nature,  and  often  to  have  experienced  the  effects,  of  the  existing 
Philosophy,  has  with  great  force  exposed  its  dangerous  tendency. 
In  the  beginning  of  his  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  he  has 
given  an  ample  account  of  its  inefficiency  and  emptiness,  and  a 
full  refutation  of  its  insolent  pretensions  to  be  a  rule  of  life  and 
salvation.  The  arguments  of  its  weakness  and  mischievous  ten- 
dency, furnished,  in  various  passages  of  Scripture  by  him  and  his 
companions,  remain  still  unrefuted;  and,  as  they  were  at  first,  so 
they  are  at  this  day,  effectual  means  of  preserving  no  small  part 
of  mankind  from  the  destruction,  of  which  it  is  the  natural  and 
certain  parent. 

In  the  text,  this  Philosophy  is  characterized  in  a  most  proper 
and  forcible  manner.  It  is  termed  Philosophy  and  vain  deceit  j 
a  Hebraism,  of  the  same  import  with  vain  and  deceitful  Phiioso- 
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phy  ;  deceitful  in  its  nature,  doctrines,  and  arguments,  and  vain 
in  its  efficacy  to  accomplish  the  ends,  which  it  proposes.  It  is 
asserted  to  be  after  the  tradition  ofmen^  and  aftir  the  rudiments  of 
the  world ;  but  not  after  Christ  ;  in  whom,  the  Apostle  subjoins, 
dwelt  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily  :  i.  e.  it  is  such  a 
scheme  of  morals  and  religion,  as  is  suited  to  the  character  of  the 
Inventors  ;  Men,  weak  and  wicked,  deceived  and  deceitful ;  una- 
ble to  devise,  to  comprehend,  or  to  teach,  the  character  of  God, 
or  the  duty  of  mankind.  It  is  such  a  scheme  of  morals  and  reli- 
gion, as  accords  with  the  principles  and  practices  of  the  disciples, 
to  whom  it  is  taught ;  formed  not  with  a  design  to  amend  the 
heart,  and  reform  the  life  ;  but  with  a  view  to  gain  acceptance  by 
flattering  lust,  and  by  justifying,  soothing,  and  quieting  guilt. 
The  tradition  of  men.  and  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  are  phrases, 
which  may  be  variously  interpreted,  but  they  admit,  1  apprehend 
of  no  interpretation,  which,  will  not  support  the  paraphrase  here 
given. 

To  this  Philosophy,  and  the  teachers  of  it,  the  Apostle  directs 
his  followers  to  beware  lest  they  should  become  a  prey.  The 
Greek  word  here  used,  denotes  gathering  and  carrying  finally  off 
the  spoils  of  a  vanquished  enemy  ;  and  therefore  strongly  expresses 
the  complete  ruin,  to  which  St  Paul  considered  his  converts  as 
exposed. 

The  Philosophy,  which  has  opposed  Christianity  in  every  suc- 
ceeding age,  has  uniformly  worn  the  same  character  with  that, 
described  in  the  text.  It  has  rested  on  the  same  foundations, 
proceeded  from  the  same  disposition,  aimed  at  the  same  ends,  and 
pursued  them  by  the  same  means.  Equally  remote  has  it  been 
from  truth,  equally  unsupported  by  evidence,  and  equally  fraught 
with  danger  and  ruin. 

Satisfied  of  the  justice  of  these  assertions.  I  feel  it,  Young  Gen- 
tlemen, to  be  my  duty,  on  this  occasion,  to  exhort  you 

To  beware,  lest  you  become  a  prey  to  the  Philosophy,  which  opposes 
the  Gospel, 

To  impress  on  your  minds  the  propriety,  and  the  importance, 
of  this  exhortation,  I  shall  endeavour,  in  the 

First  place,  To  prove  to  you,  that  this  Philosophy  is  vain  and 
•leceitful : 


SER.  XIX. j  INFIDEL  PHILOSOPHY.  313 

Secondly,  To  show  you,  that  you  are  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
prey  to  it ;  and 

Thirdly,  To  dissuade  you  by  several  arguments  from  thus  yield- 
ing yourselves  a  prey. 

First.  I  shall  endeavour  to  prove  to  you,  that  this  Philosophy 
is  vain  and  deceitful. 

You  will  observe,  that  it  is  a  particular  kind  of  Philosophy, 
against  which  all  my  arguments  are  directed.  Philosophy  at 
large,  or  the  Use  and  the  attainments  of  our  Reason,  in  the  can- 
did and  careful  examination  of  every  question,  within  the  limits 
of  our  understanding,  so  far  as  it  springs  from  a  real  desire  of  in- 
vestigating truth,  and  proceeds  on  satisfactory  evidence,  is  not 
only  undeserving  of  censure,  but  deserving  of  the  highest  praise. 
It  is  the  interest,  and  the  duty,  of  all  men,  so  far  as  their  condition 
will  allow  ;  and,  as  you  well  know,  has  by  me,  in  the  office  of  an 
Instructor,  been  earnestly  and  unconditionally  urged  on  you,  as 
peculiarly  your  interest  and  duty.  That  Philosophy  only,  which 
is  opposed  to  Christianity,  is  the  subject  of  the  following  observa- 
tions. There  is  indeed  much  other  Philosophy,  which  busies  itself 
with  government,  «medicine,  and  various  other  subjects,  which  is 
equally  vain  and  deceitful ;  but  with  this  I  have,  at  present,  no 
concern. 

The  great  object,  professedly  aimed  at  by  the  Philosophy  in 
question,  and  on  the  attainment  of  which  all  its  value  depends,  is 
to  determine  what  is  the  Duty,  and  the  supreme  Interest,  of  man.. 
This  it  is  plain,  must  depend  entirely  on  the  Will  of  God.  To  do 
whatever  God  chooses  must  be  man's  supreme  interest,  and  duty 
alike.  It  is  his  duty,  both  because  God  wills  it,  and  because  it  is 
right.  As  his  whole  well-being  depends  on  God  only,  his  supreme 
interest  must  consist  entii'ely  in  pleasing  God.  He  can  receive 
no  good,  when  God  will  not  give  it,  and  God  will  not  give,  unless 
he  be  pleased.  In  order,  therefore,  to  the  discovery  of  man's  su- 
preme interest  and  duty,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  discover, 
first,  what  is  the  preceptive  will  of  God,  or  what  God  requires 
man  to  do. 

This,  Philosophy  can  never  accomplish ;  and  hence  I  assert  it 
to  be  vain  and  deceitful  in  its  Nature  ;  vain  with  respect  to  the 
end,  at  which  it  aims,  and  deceitful  with  respect  to  the  means, 

VOL.  I.  40 


314  NATURE  AND  DANGER  OF  [SER.  XIX. 

which  it  employs,  and  the  conclusions,  which  it  labours  to  es- 
tablish. 

There  are  three  methods,  in  which,  it  has  been  supposed,  man- 
kind may  obtain  the  knowledge  of  the  Preceptive  Will  of  God, 
and,  of  course,  of  their  own  interest  and  dut). 

I.  By  Immediate  Revelation  ; 

II.  By  Arguing  analogically  from  his  Providential  dispensations; 

III.  By  arguing  from  a  supposed  Character  of  God,  either  de- 
rived from  his  works,  or  determined  a  priori. 

The  first  of  these  methods  lies  out  of  the  present  question. 
Tlie  two  remaining  ones  I  propose  now  to  examine  ;  aid  assert, 

1.  That  Analogical  Argumentation  from  the  Providence  of  God 
can  never  teach  us  his  Preceptive  Will,  except  in  a  manner  great- 
ly imperfect  and  unsatisfactory. 

In  Philosophy,  thus  directed,  we  always  argue  from  what  God 
has  done  to  what  he  will  do:  i.  e.  from  the  past  and  present 
state  of  his  Providence  we  undertake  to  determine  what  his  de- 
signs are,  and  how  they  will  terminate  ;  and  hence  derive  our 
conclusions  concerning  the  Will  of  God.  or  that  Law,  by  which 
our  conduct  ought  to  be  regulated.  This  method  of  Philosophiz- 
ing is  attended  with  insuperable  difficulties. 

In  the  first  place,  we  know  but  a  very  small  number  of  the  be- 
ings and  events,  which  have  existed  ;  hut,  to  form  just  views  of 
the  real  scope  of  Providence,  we  ought  to  know  every  bting  and 
every  event.  To  understand  the  true  character  of  a  complicated 
machine,  we  must  understand  the  nature,  and  the^  operations,  of 
every  part.  He  who  knows  but  one  in  a  thousand  of  such  parts, 
and  has  seen  the  operations  of  that  one  part  only,  would  be  thought 
wholly  destitute  of  common  sense,  were  he  to  boast  of  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  whole.  The  great  machine  of  Providenfce  is 
infinitely  more  complex,  the  proportion  of  the  parts  unknown  to 
those  which  are  known  is  infinitely  greater,  and  the  approxima- 
tion to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole  infinitely  less,  than  in  the  ma- 
chine supposed.  What  then  must  be  the  character  of  him,  who 
boasts  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Providence  ? 

2.  Weknow  not  thoroughly  the  nature  of  those  beings  and  events, 
with  which  we  are  best  acquainted.  The  nature  of  every  being, 
»Dd  of  everv  event.  60  far  as  the  present  question  is  concerned. 
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depends  chiefly,  or  perhaps  with  more  propriety  wholly,  on  its 
connections  with  others?  What  are  the  uses  of  this  being,  or 
this  event  ?  What  are  the  purpose?,  which  it  is  designed  to  ac- 
complish ?  are  the  questions,  which  are  ever  intended  to  be 
solved,  in  our  inquiries  of  this  nature.  But  these  questions 
Philosophy  can  never  salisfactorily  solve.  The  immediate  uses 
and  purposes  are,  indeed,  frequently  obvious ;  but  those,  which 
lie  at  a  very  little  distance,  are,  for  the  most  part,  onknown. 
Bread,  we  know,  will  nourish  man  5  and  safely  determine,  that 
bread  was  for  ned  for  this  ead ;  but  why  man  exists  at  all,  why 
he  thus  exists,  and  why  he  is  thus  to  be  nourished,  we  know 
not.  That,  which  we  know,  avails  not,  therefore,  to  the  pur- 
pose in  view. 

All  intermediate  and  subordinate  ends  in  Creation  and  Provi- 
dence are  capable  of  being  understood  only  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  ultimate  end  :  i.  e.  the  purpose,  in  which  all  earthly  things 
terminate.  To  this  end  all  things  directly  tend  ;  with  it  all  are 
indissolubly  connected  ;  and  for  it  all  are  designed,  and  brought 
into  being.  But  this  ead  is  wholly  unknown.  If  it  exist  on  this 
side  of  the  grave,  it  has  never  been  conjectured.  If  it  exists  be- 
yond the  grave  it  can  only  be  conjectured  ;  for  we  can  only  con- 
jecture whether  man  will  exist  beyond  the  grave.  The  ultimate 
end  of  all  earthly  things  being,  therefore,  wholly  uiiknown,  the 
true  nature  of  all  precedmg  subordinate  ends  is  also  unknown, 
and  of  course  the  real  scope  of  Providence. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  Analogies  must  plainly  be  of  little  use. 
The  arguments,  which  they  actually  furnish,  are  all  direct  corrobo- 
ratives of  the  Scriptural  system  of  Theology,  and  Morality.  With- 
out the  Scriptures,  they  are  a  labyrinth  without  a  clue.  No  high- 
er proof  need  be  given  of  this,  than  the  discordant  and  contradicto- 
ry explanations  of  them,  adopted  by  Philosophers;  no  two  of 
whom,  either  ancient  or  modern,  agree  in  their  constructions  of 
Providence. 

How  ridiculous  an  employment  would  it  be  thought  in  a  Clown, 
should  he  undertake  to  interpret  the  designs  of  a  Statesman,  in  the 
management  of  a  great  empire  ;  to  determine  from  what  he  had 
done  what  he  would  hereafter  do ;  and  to  decide  on  his  own 
duty,  and  that  of  his  fellow  subjects,  from  a  construction  of  the 
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analogies,  which  he  supposed  himself  to  observe  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Ruler  ?  Yet  the  Clown  is  infinitely  nearer  to  the  Statesman, 
in  understanding,  than  the  Philosopher  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  5 
and  infinitely  more  able  to  comprehend  the  analogies,  visible  in 
the  government  of  an  empire,  than  the  Philosopher  those,  which 
appear  in  the  government  of  the  Universe. 

3.  The  Character  of  God  cannot  be  perfectly  known  from  Crea- 
tion and  Providence. 

Of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  I  am  entirely  convinced;  yet  I 
shall  dechne  attempting  a  discussion  of  it,  at  this  time  ;  b  ecause 
the  occasion  will  not  allow  me  to  enter  into  so  wide  a  field  ;  and 
because  you  have,  not  long  since,  heard  my  opinions  and  arguments 
at  large,  in  discourses  professedly  formed  on  this  subject.  Such 
a  discussion,  it  ought  further  to  be  observed,  is  wholly  unnecessa- 
ry for  the  present  purpose  ;  as  Philosophers  have  totally  disagreed 
concerning  that  Character  of  God,  which  is  supposed  to  be  visible 
in  his  works ;  and  as  the  prevailing  Philosophy  wholly  denies  the 
existence  of  such  a  Being. 

The  only  possible  means  of  discovering  the  Will,  or  Law,  of 
God  which  can  be  furnished  by  his  works,  are  either  his  Designs, 
or  his  Character.  I  flatter  myself,  that  it  has  been  proved,  that 
his  designs  can  never  be  learned  from  his  works.  If  his  charac- 
ter be  also  undiscoverable  from  this  source,  the  conclusion 
is  certain,  that  his  Law  must  also  be  undiscoverable.  If  his 
Character  can  be  learned  imperfectly  only,  his  Law  must, 
at  the  utmost,  be  known  in  a  degree  equally  imperfect.  If 
his  character  be  uncertain,  his  law  must  be  at  least  equally  uncer- 
tain :  and  that  his  character  is  uncertain,  so  far  as  his  works  dis- 
close it,  and  Philosophy  has  discovered  it,  cannot  be  denied  by  any 
one,  acquainted  at  all  with  the  discordant  opinions  of  Philoso- 
phers* Of  course,  the  conclusion  must  be  admitted,  that  to  Phi- 
losophy the  Law  of  God,  and  the  Duty,  and  supreme  Interest,  of 
man,  must,  so  far  as  this  method  of  investigation  is  relied  on,  be 
undiscoverable.  Thus  Man,  as  a  subject  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment, cannot,  by  Philosophy,  ever  thoroughly  know,  from  this 
source  of  proof,  what  is  that  conduct,  which  he  is  bound  to  observe, 
in  order  to  please  God,  and  obtain  his  favour. 

The  view  of  this  subject,  here  given,  does,  however,  by  no 
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means  exhibit  the  greatest  difficulty,  under  which  Philosophy  la- 
bours. Man  is  not  only  a  subject  of  the  divine  government,  and, 
therefore,  in  the  highest  degree  concerned  to  know  the  divine 
Law,  that  he  may  obey  it ;  but  he  is  also  a  rebel  subject,  and, 
therefore,  in  the  highest  degree  concerned  to  discover  the  means 
of  restoration  to  the  favour  of  God.  Man  has  violated  such  pre- 
cepts of  the  divine  Law,  as,  either  by  Revelation,  or  Common 
sense,  are  discovered  and  acknowledged  :  such  precepts,  for  in- 
stance, as  require  him  to  be  thankful  to  his  Maker,  and  sincere, 
just,  and  kisid,  to  his  fellow-men.  These  things  may  be  consider- 
ed, here,  as  certainly  known  to  be  parts  of  the  Law  of  God  ;  be- 
cause those  Philosophers,  who  acknowledge  a  God,  generally  agree, 
that  these  are  plainly  duties  of  man.  But  all  men  have  violated 
the  precepts,  which  require  these  things.  The  first  interest  of  all 
men  is,  therefore,  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  means,  if  there  be 
any,  of  reconciliation  to  God,  and  reinstatement  in  the  character 
and  privileges  of  faithful  subjects.  To  be  thus  reconciled,  and 
reinstated,  men  must  be  pardoned  ;  and  pardon  is  an  act  of  mere 
Mercy.  But  of  the  Mercy  of  God  there  are  no  proofs  in  his  provi- 
dence. Could  we  then  discover  the  Law  of  God,  by  examining 
his  works,  the  knowledge  of  it  would  avail  nothing  to  our  future 
well-being.  That  we  are  sinners  cannot  be  disputed  ;  and,  so  far 
as  Philosophy  can  discover,  sinners  must  be  condemned,  and 
punished. 

II.  Arguments,  drawn  from  a  supposed  character  of  God  wheth- 
er derived  from  his  works,  or  determined  a  priori,  labour  under 
difficulties  equally  great. 

1.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  the  character  of  God  by  argu- 
ments a  priori. 

The  celebrated  Doctor  Clarke  has  indeed  attempted  thus  to 
prove  the  divine  character ;  and  his  attempt  is  a  specimen  of  very 
respectable  talents,  and  of  the  most  laudable  designs.  Yet  I  can- 
not but  think  it  has  failed.  The  very  words,  necessary  and  ne- 
cessity, which  are  so  important  to  his  scheme,  are  not,  I  appre- 
hend, used  by  him  with  any  clear,  precise  meaning.  Perhaps  I 
ought  rather  to  say,  that  I  cannot  perceive  any  such  meaning,  in 
his  manner  of  using  them.  From  his  illustrations  I  should  be- 
lieve, that  he  means  nothing  more  by  necessary  existence,  than 
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existence  merely.  He  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  proved 
even  the  Unity  of  God  ;  and  utdess  this  can  be  evinced,  I  am 
doubtful  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  prove  the  perfect  cljaracter 
of  the  Godhead.  As  his  is  the  only  respectable  etibrt  of  this  kind, 
which  I  have  seen,  it  is  unnecessary  forme  to  take  notice  of  any 
other. 

2.  Should  the  character  of  God  be  supposed  completely 
ascertained  from  what  he  has  doiic,  or  fully  determined  a  priori ; 
still  insurmounlabie  difficulties  would  attend  every  aitempt  to  gain, 
from  this  source,  the  object  aimed  at  by  Philosophy. 

The  only  character  of  God  which  can  be  here  admitted  is  that 
of  Infinite  Perfection.  The  designs  of  a  Being  infinitely  perfect, 
must  be  formed  to  extend  through  eternity  and  immensity  ;  and 
must  embrace  all  beings  and  all  events,  together  with  all  their 
relations  and  operations.  That  therefore,  which,  by  itself,  would 
he  a  wholly  improper  part  of  Creation,  or  Providence,  might, 
from  its  relation  to  the  whole  great  work,  be  entirel}  proper.  In 
the  sight  of  him,  who  perfectly  knows  all  things,  that  may  be 
beautiful,  excellent,  and  necessary,  as  a  part  of  the  system,  which 
to  every  one,  who  knows  a  part,  and  a  very  small  part  only,  of  the 
whole  number  of  things,  would  appear  deformed  and  useless.  How 
many  measures  in  Government,  how  many  even  in  the  private 
affairs  of  an  individual,  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  and  useful, 
when  we  are  thoroughly  informed  of  their  necessity  and  use  ; 
which,  when  we  are  uninformed,  appear  to  be  unnecessary  and 
injurious  ?  How  much  more  must  this  fact  exist  in  the  system  of 
the  universe  ?  He,  who  sees  all  things  perfectly,  must  decide 
concerning  all,  according  to  their  whole  influence  and  tendency; 
we,  according  to  their  insulated  character,  or  their  immediate 
consequences. 

These  observations  are  abundantly  supported  by  the  real  state 
of  Creation  and  Providence.  The  existence  of  Moral  and  Natu- 
ral evil;  the  death  of  half  mankind  under  the  age  of  five  }earS; 
the  us«'lessness,  to  the  human  eye,  of  most  animals  and  vegetables; 
the  redundance  of  water  on  the  globe ;  and  the  frozen,  burnt,  or 
otherwise  barren,  state  of  the  land  ;  are  all  things  wholly  proper 
in  the  Creation  and  Providence  of  God,  because  they  exist ;  and 
his  Agency  in  their  existence,   in  whatever  degree  exerted,  is 
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wholly  worthy  of  his  character.  Yet,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge,  (ew  things  could  be  more  improper  parts  of  a  work,  formed 
by  Infinite  Perfection. 

Thus  in  its  Nature  must  this  Philosophy  be  vain  and  deceit- 
ful. 1  shall  now  attempt  to  show,  that,  in  fact,  it  has,  from  the 
beginning,  been  of  this  unhappy  character.  This  will  appear 
in  the 

I.  Place,  in  the  discordance  and  contradictoriness  of  its  doc- 
trines. 

According  to  Themistius,  there  were  more  than  three  hundred 
sects  of  the  western  Philosophers,  differing  greatly,  on  subjects  of 
high  importance.  According  to  Varro,  there  were  two  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  ditferent  opinions,  entertained  by  them,  concern- 
ing the  summum  bonum,  or  chief  good  ;  and  three  hundred  opin- 
ions concerning  God  ;  or,  as  Varro  himself  declares,  three  hun- 
dred Jupilers,  or  supreme  deities.  Critias,  Theodotus,  Diagoras, 
the  Pyrrhonists,  New  Academics,  and  Epicureans,  were  generally 
either  Sceptics,  or  Aiheisis. 

Aristotle  denied  the  Creation  of  the  Universe,  and  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  so  far  as  this  world  is  concerrjed. 

The  Stoics,  and  various  others,  taugltt,  that  God  was  fire. 

Parmenides  held,  that  God  was  partly  tire,  and  partly  water. 

Xenophanes.  that  Matter,  generally  considered,  was  God. 

Others  held,  that  God  was  the  A.iima  mundi,  the  Soul  of  the 
world. 

Socrates  and  Plato  taught  the  existence  of  one  God,  and  taught, 
and  practised,  the  worship  of  the  numerous  gods  of  their  country. 

Cicero  and  Plutarch  held,  that  there  were  two  supreme  Gods^ 
one  good,  the  other  evil. 

These  instances  are  sutficient  to  show  how  the  greatest  and 

most  accurate  Piiilosophers  of  Antiquity  thought  concerning  this 

most  important  subject  ;  and  to  prove,  that  not  the  least  reliance 

can  be  safely  placed  in  our  religious  concerns,  on  the  conclusions 

of  Philosophy. 

This  variety  and  discordance  of  doctrines,  among  Philosophers 
exceedingly  perplexed  and  distressed,  in  many  instances,  the  Phi- 
losophers themselves  ;  while  it  wholly  destroyed  their  authoritv, 
!is  instructors,  among  the  people  at  large. 
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Plato,  in  his  Epinomis,  says,  under  a  strong  conviction,  as  it 
would  seem,  of  the  imperfection  of  his  own  Philosophy,  "  Let  no 
man  presume  to  teach,  if  God  do  not  lead  the  way." 

Cicero,  de  nat.  deor.  makes  Cotta  find  fault  with  those,  who  la- 
hour  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  gods,  by  arguments  5  declar- 
ing, that  they  thus  make  the  doctrine  doubtful  ;  whereas  the  tra- 
ditions of  their  ancestors  had  rendered  it  certain. 

Plutarch  declares,  that  no  argument,  respecting  rehgious  belief, 
is  more  to  be  depended  on,  than  the  tradition  of  ancestors. 

Plato  declares,  that  there  are,  by  nature,  no  such  things,  as  just 
things  ;  since  men  always  differ  about  them,  and  contrive,-  contin- 
ually, new  standards  of  right  and  wrong  ;  and  that,  therefore,  there 
can  be  no  law,  unless  God  should  give  it  to  us. 

Porphyry  confesses  his  conviction,  that  some  universal  method 
of  delivering  men's  souls  was  needed,  which  no  sect  of  Philoso- 
phers had  yet  found  out. 

Modern  Philosophers,  notwithstanding  they  have  enjoyed  the 
light  of  Revelation,  and  have  derived  from  the  Scriptures  all  their 
defensible  moral  tenets,  are  yet,  when  they  leave  the  doctrines  of 
Revelation,  very  little  better  united. 

Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  the  first  considerable  English,  De- 
jstical  Philosopher,  and  clearly  one  of  the  greatest  and  best,  de- 
clares the  following  things  :  viz. 

That  Christianity  is  the  best  religion  : 

That  his  own  Universal  Religion  of  Nature  agrees  w^holly  with 
Christianity,  and  contributes  to  its  establishment : 

That  all  Revealed  Religion  (viz.  Christianity,)  is  absolutely  un- 
certain, and  of  little  or  no  use  : 

That  Men  are  not  hastily,  or  on  small  grounds,  to  be  condemn- 
ed, who  arc  led  to  sin  by  bodily  constitution  : 

That  the  indulgence  of  lust,  and  of  anger,  is  no  more  to  be 
blamed,  than  the  thirst,  occasioned  by  the  Dropsy  ;  or  the  sleepi- 
ness, produced  by  the  Lethargy. 

That  it  is  our  duty  to  worship  God  by  prayer  and  praise,  by  re- 
pentance and  holiness,  by  reformation  of  heart  and  of  life ;  and 
that  this  is  indispensably  necessary  to  our  acceptance  with  God  : 

That  the  soul  is  immortal ;  that  there  will  be  a  future  retribu- 
tion, which  will  be  according  to  the  works,  and  thoughts,  of  man- 
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kind  ;  and  that  he,  who  denies  these  truths,  is  scarcely  to  be  ac- 
counted a  reasonable  creature  : 

That  his  own  Universal  Religion  is,  and  ever  has  been,  clearly 
known  to  all  men  : 

That  to  the  Gentiles  (i.  e.  to  almost  all  men)  it  was  princi- 
pal 1)  unknown  : 

And,  notwithstanding  the  declarations,  already  mentioned,  in 
favour  of  Christianity,  he  accuses  all  pretences  to  Revelation  of 
folly  and  unreasonableness,  and  rejects  with  contempt  its  capital 
doctrines. 

Mr.  Hobbes  declares, 

That  the  Scriptures  are  the  Voice  of  God  ;  and  yet 

That  the)'  are  of  no  authority,  except  as  enjoined  by  the  Civil 
Magistrate : 

That  inspiration  is  a  supernatural  gift,  and  the  immediate  hand 
of  God  ;  and  yet 

That  it  is  madness  : 

That  the  Scriptures  are  the  foundation  of  all  obligation ;  and 
yet 

That  they  are  of  no  obligatory  force,  except  as  enjoined  by  the 
Civil  Magistrate  : 

That  a  subject  may  believe  Christ  in  his  heart;  and  yet 

Ma}  lawfully  deny  him  before  the  Magistrate  : 

That  God  exists  ;  and  yet 

That  that,  which  is  not  Matter,  is  nothing : 

That  worship,  prayers,  and  praise,  are  due  to  God ;  and  yet 

That  all  religion  is  ridiculous: 

That  the  civil  or  municipal  Law  is  the  only  foundation  of  right 
and  wrong  : 

That,  where  there  is  no  civil  law,  every  man's  judgment  is  the 
only  standard  of  right  and  wrong : 

That  the  Ruler  is  not  bound  by  any  obligation  of  truth,  or  jus- 
tice ;  and  can  do  no  wrong  to  his  subjects  : 

That  every  man  has  a  right  to  all  things,  and  may  lawfully  get 
them,  if  he  can  : 

That  Man  is  a  mere  machine  :  and 

That  the  Soul  is  material  and  mortal. 

VOL.    I.  ^^ 
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Mr.  Blount  declares, 

That  there  is  one  infinite  and  eternal  God ;  and  yet  insinuates, 
That  there  are  two  eternal,  independent  Beings : 
That  the  one  God  is  the  Creator  of  all  things  ;  and  yet   in- 
sinuates, 

That  the  world  was  not  created,  but  eternal : 
That  God  ought  to  be  worshipped,  with  prayer  and  praise  ;  yet, 
He  objects  to  prayer  as  a  duty  : 
That  Christianity  is  safer  than  Deism  ;  and  yet 
That  Revelation  is  not  sufficiently  supported,  because  men  dif- 
fer about  it :  (Of  course,  no  moral  doctrine  is  sufficiently  sup- 
ported ;  for  men  differ  about  every  such  doctrine.) 

That  the  Soul  is  immortal,  and  will  be  rewarded  hereafter, 
according  to  its  works  done  here  ;  and  yet. 

That  the  Soul  is  probably  material,  and  of  course  mortal : 
Still  he  says,   that  we  ought  to  obe)  God  in  the  practice  of 
virtue ; 

And  that  we  ought  to  repent,  and  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God 
for  pardon. 

Lord  Shaftesbury  declares. 

That  the  belief  of  future  rewards  and  punishments  is  noxious  to 
virtue,  and  takes  away  all  motives  to  it ; 

That  the  hope  of  rewards,  and  the  fear  of  punishments,  makes 
virtue  mercenary  ; 

That  to  be  influenced  by  rewards  is  disingenuous  and  servile  : 
and 

That  the  hope  of  reward  cannot  consist  with  virtue  ;  and  yet, 
That  the  hope  of  rewards  is  not  derogatory  to  virtue,  but  a 
proof,  that  we  love  virtue  ; 

That  the  hope  of  rewards,  and  the  fear  of  punishments,  how- 
ever mercenary  it  may  be  accounted,  is,  in  many  instances,  a  great 
advantage,  security,  amd  support,  of  virtue  ;  and 

That  all  obligation  to  be  virtuous  arises  from  the  advantages 
(i.  e.  the  rewards)  of  virtue,  and  from  the  disadvantages  (i.  e.  the 
punishments)  of  vice : 

That  those  are  censurable,  who  represent  the  Gospel  as  a  fraud 
(or  imposition :) 
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That  he  hopes  the  discourses  of  Doctor  Whichcot  will  recon- 
cile the  enemies  of  Christianity  to  it,  and  make  Christians  prize  it 
more  highly  than  before ;  and 

That  he  hopes  Christians  will  be  secured  against  the  temper  of 
the  irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  ;  and  yet 

He  represents  salvation  as  a  ridiculous  thing-,  and  insinuates, 

That  Christ  was  influenced,  and  directed,  by  deep  designs  of 
ambition,  and  cherished  a  savage  zeal  and  persecuting  spirit ;  and 

That  the  Scriptures  were  a  mere  artful  invention  to  secure 
a  profitable  monopoly  (i.  e.  of  sinister  advantages  to  the  in- 
ventors :) 

That  Man  is  born  to  religion,  piety,  and  adoration,  as  well  as 
to  honour  and  friendship  ; 

That  virtue  is  not  complete  without  piety  ;  yet 

He  labours  to  make  virtue  wholly  independent  of  piety  : 

That  all  the  warrant  for  the  authority  of  Religious  symbols 
(i.  e.  the  Institutions  of  Christianity)  is  the  authority  of  the  Ma- 
gistrate : 

That  the  Magistrate  is  the  sole  judge  of  Religious  Truth,  and 
of  Revelation: 

That  miracles  are  ridiculous  ;  and 

That,  if  true,  they  would  be  no  proof  of  the  truth  of  Revelation  : 

That  Ridicule  is  the  test  of  truth  ;  and  yet 

That  Ridicule  itself  must  be  brought  to  the  test  of  Reason  : 

That  the  Christian  Religion  ought  to  be  received  when  esta- 
blished by  the  Magistrate  ;  yet 

He  grossly  ridicules  it,  where  it  was  thus  established : 

That  Religion  and  Virtue  appear  to  be  so  nearly  connected, 
that  they  are  presumed  to  be  inseparable  companions  ;  and  yet 

That  Atheists  often  conduct  so  well,  as  to  seem  to  force  us  to 
confess  them  virtuous  : 

That  he,  who  denies  a  God,  sets  up  an  opinion  against  the  very 
well-being  of  society  ;  and  yet 

That  Atheism  has  no  direct  natural  tendency  to  take  away  a 
just  sense  of  right  and  wrong  : 

That  Atheism  is  greatly  deficient  in  promoting  virtue  ;  and 

That  the  natural  tendency  of  it  is  to  take  away  a  just  sense  of 
right  and  wrong. 
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Mr.  Collins,  though  chiefly  a  mere  objector  to  Revelation,  de- 
clares, 

That  Man  is  a  mere  machine  : 
That  the  Soul  is  material  and  mortal: 

That  Christ  and  his  Apostles  built  on  the  predictions  of  fortune- 
tellers and  divines  ; 

That  the  Prophets  were  mere  fortune-tellers  and  discoverers 
of  lost  goods ; 

That  Christianity  stands  wholly  on  a  false  foundation  ;  yet 
He  speaks  respectfully  of  Christianity ;  and  also  of  the  Epicu- 
reans, whom  he  at  the  same  time  considers  as  Atheists. 
Mr.  Woolston,  also  a  mere  objector,  declares, 
That  he  is  the  farthest  of  any  man  from  being  engaged  in  the 
cause  of  Infidelity; 

That  Infidelity  has  no  place  in  his  heart ; 

That  he  writes  for  the  honour  of  Jesus,  and  in  defence  of  Chris- 
tianity ;  and 

That  his  design  in  writing  is  to  advance  the  Messiahship,  and 
Truth,  of  the  holy  Jesus ;  "  To  whom,"  he  says,  "  be  glory  for 
ever,  amen,"  and  yet 

That  the  Gospels  are  full  of  incredibilities,  impossibilities,  and 
absurdities ; 

That  they  resemble  Gulliverian  tales  of  persons  and  things, 
which  out  of  romance  never  had  a  being; 

That  the  miracles,  recorded  in  the  Gospels,  taken  literally,  will 
not  abide  the  Test  of  Reason  and  Common  sense  ;  but  must  be 
rejected,  and  the  authority  of  Jesus  along  with  them  ; 

At  the  same  time,  he  casts  the  most  scurrilous  reflections  on 
Christ. 

Dr.  Tindal  declares, 

That  Christianity,  stripped  of  the  additions,  which  mistake,  po- 
licy, and  circumstances,  have  made  to  it,  is  a  most  holy  religion  ; 
and  yet, 

That  the  Scriptures  are  obscure,  and  fit  only  to  perplex  men, 
and  that  the  two  great  parts  of  them  are  contradictory  : 

That  all  the  Doctrines  of  Christianity  plainly  speak  themselves 
to  be  the  will  of  an  infinitely  wise  and  holy  God  ;  and  yet. 

That  the  Precepts  of  Christianity  are  loose,  undetermined,  in- 
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capable  of  being  understood  by  mankind  at  large,  give  wrong  and 
unworthy  apprehensions  of  God,  and  are  generally  false  and  per- 
nicious : 

That  Natural  Religion  is  so  plain  to  all,  even  the  nr>ost  igno- 
rant, men,  that  God  could  not  make  it  plainer;  even  if  he  were  to 
convey,  miraculously,  the  ver}  same  idea<  to  all  men  ;  and  yet, 

That  ahnost  all  maiikiad  have  had  very  unworthy  notions  of 
God,  and  very  wrong  apprehensions  of  Natural  Religion  : 

That  the  principles  of  Nalural  Religion  are  so  clear,  that  men 
cannot  possibly  mistake  them;  and  yet. 

That  almost  all  men  have  grossly  mistaken  them,  and  imbibed 
a  superstition  worse  than  Atheism. 

That  Natural  Religion  is  unalterable  ;  that  nothing  can  be 
either  added,  or  diminished;  and  that  it  is  necessarily  known  to 
all  men  ;  and  yet. 

That  the  goodness,  or  wickedness,  of  all  actions  is  wholly  mea- 
sured by  their  tendency  ;  that  this  tendency  is  wholly  to  be  judg- 
ed of  by  every  man.  according  to  his  circumstances;  and  that 
these  circumstances  are  contirmally  changing  : 

That  one  rule  is  formed  by  God  for  every  man  ;  and  yet, 

That  every  !VI;in  must  form  a  rule  for  himself. 

Mr.  Chubb  declares. 

That  he  hopes  to  share  with  his  friends  in  the  favour  of  God, 
in  that  peaceful  and  happy  state,  which  God  hath  prepared  for  the 
virtuous  and  faithful,  in  some  other,  future  world  ;  and  yet, 

That  God  does  not  interpose  in  the  affairs  of  this  world,  at  all, 
and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  good,  or  evil,  done  by  men   here: 

That  Prayer  may  be  useful,  as  a  positive  Institution,  by  intro- 
ducing proper  thoughts,  atiections,  and  actions ;  and  yet  he  in- 
timates. 

That  it  must  be  displeasing  to  God,  and  directly  improper  : 

That  a  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  hereafter,  is  one  of 
the  truths,  which  are  of  the  highest  concern  to  men  ;  and  yet, 

That  the  arguments  for  the  immortality  of  the  Soul  are  wholly 
unsatisfactory  ;  and  that  the  Soul  is  probably  matter: 

That  men  are  accountable  to  God  for  all  their  conduct,  and 
will  certainly  be  judged  and  dealt  with,  according  to  the  truth 
and  reality  of  their  respective  cases ;  and  yet, 
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That  men  will  not  be  judged  for  their  impiety  or  ingratitude  to 
God,  nor  for  their  injustice  and  unkindness  to  each  other;  but 
only  for  voluntary  injuries  to  the  public  ;  and  that  even  this  is  un- 
necessary and  useless  : 

That  God  may  kmdly  reveal  to  the  world,  when  greatly  vi- 
tiated by  error  and  ignorance,  truths  necessary  to  be  known,  and 
precepts  necessary  to.  be  obeyed  ;  and  yet, 

That  such  a  Revelation  would  be,  of  course,  uncertain  and 
useless; 

That  Christ's  Mission  is,  at  least  in  his  view,  probably  divine; 
and  yet, 

That  Christ,  in  his  opinion,  was  of  no  higher  character,  than 
the  Founder  of  the  Christian  sect  (i.  e.  another  Sadoc,  Cerinthus, 
or  Herbert :) 

That  Christ  was  sent  into  the  world,  to  acquaint  mankind  with 
the  Revelation  of  the  will  of  God  ;  and  yet. 

That  his  birth  and  resurrection  were  ridiculous,  and  incre- 
dible ;  and  that  his  institutions  and  precepts  were  less  excellent, 
than  those  of  other  teachers  and  lawgivers  : 

That  the  New  Testament,  Particularly  the  Writings  of  the 
Apostles,  contain  excellent  cautions  and  instructions  for  our  right 
conduct ;  and 

That  the  New  Testament  yields  much  clearer  light  than  any 
other  traditionary  Revelation  ;  and  yet. 

That  the  New  Testament  has  contributed  to  the  perplexity  and 
confusion  of  mankind,  and  exhibits  doctrines  heretical,  disho- 
nourary  to  God,  and  injurious  to  men  ;  and 

That  the  Apostles  were  impostors ;  and  that  the  Gospels  and 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  resemble  Jewish  fables,  and  Popish  legends, 
rather  than  accounts  of  facts : 

That,  as,  on  the  Christian  scheme,  Christ  will  be  the  Judge  of 
the  quick  and  the  dead,  he  has  not  on  this  account  (i.  e.  admit- 
ting this  to  be  true)  any  disagreeable  apprehensions  on  account  of 
what  he  has  written  ;  and  yet. 

He  ridicules  the  birth  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  postpones  his 
instructions  to  those  of  the  Heathen  Philosophers  and  Lawgivers, 
asserts  his  doctrines  to  be  dishonourary  to  God  and  injurious  to 
mankind,  and  allows  hinn  not  to  be  sinless  :  but  merely  not  a  gross 
sinner. 
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He  further  declares, 

That  the  Resurrection  of  Christ,  if  true,  proves  not  the  immor- 
tahty  of  the  Soul : 

That  ihe  belief  of  a  future  state  is  of  no  advantage  to  society  : 
That  all  Religions  are  alike  : 

That  It  IS  of  no  consequence  what  Religion  a  man  embraces  : 
And  he  allows  not  any  room  for  dependence  on  God's  Provi- 
dence, trust  in  him,  and  resignation  to  his  will,  as  parts  of  duty, 
or  religion. 

Mr.  Hume  declares, 

That  there  is  no  perceptible  connection  between  cause  and 
effect ; 

That  the  belief  of  such  connection  is  merely  a  matter  of  cus- 
tom; 

That  experience  can  show  us  no  such  connection  ; 
That  we  cannot  with  any  reason  conclude,  that,  because  an  ef- 
fect has  taken  place  once,  it  will  take  place  again  ; 

That  it  is  uncertain  and  useless  to  argue  from  the  course  of  na- 
ture, and  infer  an  Intelligent  Cause  ; 

That  we  cannot,  from  any  analogy  of  nature,  argue  the  existence 
of  an  Intelligent  Cause  of  all  things  ; 

That  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Universe  proceed- 
ed from  a  Cause  ; 

That  there  are  no  solid  arguments  to  prove  the  existence  of  a 
God ; 

That  experience  can  furnish  no  argument  concerning  matters 
of  fact,  is  in  this  case  useless,  and  can  give  rise  to  no  inference  ; 
and 

That  there  is  no  relation  between  cause  and  effect ;  and  yet, 
That  Experience  is  our  only  guide  in  matters  of  fact  and  the 
existence  of  objects ; 

That  it  is  universally  allowed,  that  nothing  exists  without  a 
cause  -, 

That  every  effect  is  so  precisely  determined,  that  no  other  ef- 
fect could,  in  such  circumstances,  have  possibly  resulted  from  the 
operation  of  its  cause  ; 

That  the  relation  of  cause  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  propa- 
gation of  our  species,  and  the  regulation  of  onr  conduct; 
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That  voluntary  actions  are  necessary,  and  determined  by  a  fix- 
ed connection  between  cause  and  eflect ; 

That  motives  are  causes,  operating  necessarily  on  the  will; 

That  man  is  a  mere  machine  (i.  e.  an  object  operated  on  neces- 
sarily by  external  causes ;) 

That  there  is  no  contingency  (i.  e.  nothing  happening  without 
a  settled  cause)  in  the  universe;  and 

That  Matter  and  Motion  may  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of 
thought  (i.  e.  The  Soul  is  a  Material  Cause,  and  thought  its 
effect :) 

That  God  discovers  to  us  only  faint  traces  of  his  character,  and 
that  it  would  be  flattery,  or  presumption  to  ascribe  to  him  any 
perfection,  which  is  not  discovered  to  the  full  in  his  works  (and  of 
course,  that  it  would  be  flattery  or  presumption  to  ascribe  any 
perfection  to  God  :) 

That  it  is  unreasonable  to  believe  God  to  be  wise  and  good  ; 

That  what  we  believe  to  be  a  perfection  in  God  ma)  be  a  de- 
fect ;  (i.  e.  Holiness,  Justice,  Wisdom,  Goodness,  Mercy,  and 
Truth,  may  be  defects  in  God  ;)  of  consequence,  Injustice, 
Folly,  Malice,  a. id  Falsehood,  may  be  excellences  in  his  char- 
acter ; 

That  no  reward,  or  punishment,  can  be  rationally  expected, 
beyond  what  is  already  known  by  experience  and  observation  : 

That  self-denial,  self-ciortification,  and  humility,  are  not  vir- 
tues, but  are  useless  and  mischievous  ;  that  the)  stupify  the  under- 
standing, sour  the  temper,  and  harden  the  hear;  (and  of  course  are 
gross  crimes  :) 

That  pride  and  self-valuation,  ingenuity,  eloquence,  quickness 
of  thought,  easiness  of  expression,  delicacy  of  taste,  strength  of 
body,  health,  cleanliness,  taper  legs,  and  broad  shoulders,  are 
virtues : 

That  Suicide,  or  self-murder,  is  lawful  and  commendable  (and 
of  course  virtuous  :) 

That  Adultery  must  be  practised,  if  we  would  obtain  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  life : 

That  Female  Infidelity  (or  Adultery)  when  known,  is  a  small 
thing  ;  when  unknown,  nothing  :  and 
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That  Scepticism  is  the  true  and  only  wisdom  of  man.* 

*  The  following  summary  of  Mr.  Hume's  doctrines,  published  some  years  before 
his  death,  Bishop  Home  says,  was  never,  so  far  as  he  could  find,  questioned,  as  (o 
its  fidelity  or  accuracy,  either  by  Mr.  Hume,  or  his  Iriends. 

.i  Summary  of  Mr.  Hume's  Doctrines,  Metaphysical  and  Moral. 

Of  the  Soul. 

That  the  soul  of  man  is  not  the  same  this  moment,  that  it  was  the  last :  that  we 
know  not  what  it  is ;  that  it  is  not  one,  but  many  things,  and  that  it  is  nethino" 
at  all.  • 

That  in  this  soul  is  the  agency  of  all  the  causes  that  operate  throughout  the 
sensible  creation ;  and  yet  that  in  this  soul  there  is  neither  power  nor  agency,  nor 
any  idea  of  either. 

That  matter  and  motion  may  often  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of  thought. 

Of  the  Universe. 

That  the  external  world  does  not  exist,  or  at  least,  that  its  existence  may  reason-' 
ably  be  doubted. 

That  the  universe  exists  in  the  mind,  and  that  the  mind  does  not  exist. 

That  the  universe  is  nothing  but  a  heap  of  perceptions,  without  a  substance. 

That  though  a  man  could  bring  himself  to  believe,  yea,  and  have  reason  to 
believe,  that  every  thing  in  the  universe  proceeds  from  some  cause ;  yet  it 
would  be  unreasonable  for  him  to  believe,  tliat  the  universe  itself  proceeds  frorm 
a  cause. 

Of  Human  Knmoledgc. 

That  the  perfection  of  human  knowledge  is  to  doubt. 

That  we  ought  to  doubt  of  every  thing,  yea,  of  our  doubts  themselves,  and  there- 
fore, the  utmost  that  Philosophy  can  do,  is  to  give  us  a  doubtful  solution  of  doubt- 
ful doubts. 

That  the  human  understanding,  acting  alone,  does  entirely  subvert  itself,  and 
prove  by  argument  that  by  argument,  nothing  can  be  proved. 

That  man,  in  all  his  perceptions,  actions  and  volitions^  is  a  mere  passive  ma- 
chine, and  has  no  separate  existence  of  his  own,  being  entirely  made  up  of  other 
things,  of  the  existence  of  which  he  is  by  no  means  certain ;  and  yet,  that  the  na- 
ture of  all  things  depends  so  much  upon  man,  that  two  and  two  could  not  be  equal 
to  four,  nor  fire  produce  heat,  nor  the  sun  light,  without  an  act  of  the  human 
understanding. 

Of  God. 
That  it  is  unreasonable  to  believe  God  to  be  infinitery  wise  and  gbod,  while 
there  is  any  evil  or  disorder  in  the  universe. 

That  we  have  no  good  reason  to  think  the  universe  proceeds  from  a  cause. 
That  as  the  existence  of  the  external  world  is  questionable,  wc  &re  at  a  loss  to 
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Lord  Bolingbroke  declares, 

That  Power  and  Wisdom  are  the  only  attributes  of  God,  which 
can  be  discovered  byNmankind  ;  and  yet, 

That  he  is  as  far  from  denying  the  J  (istice,  as  the  Power,  of  God  ; 
that  his  Goodness  is  manifest :  at  the  same  time,  he  ascribes  every 
other  Perfection  to  God,  as  well  as  Wisdom  and  Power,  and  says, 
this  is  rational ; 

That  the  Wisdom  of  God  is  merely  a  natural  attribute,  and  in  no 
sense  moral ;  and  yet, 

That  the  Wisdom  of  God  operates  in  choosing  what  is  fittest  to 
be  done  ;  (of  course,  it  is  a  moral  attribute  ;  involving  perfect 
moral  rectitude,  as  well  as  perfect  knowledge  ;) 

That  God  is  gracious  and  beneficent ; 

That  whatever  God  has  done  is  just  and  good  ; 

That  such  moral  perfections  are  in  God,  as  Christians  ascribe  to 
liim ;  yet 

He  censures  divines  for  ascribing  these  perfections  to  God  : 

That  we  learn  from  our  own  Power  and  Wisdom,  the  Power 
and  Wisdom  of  God  ;  and  yet, 

find  arguments  by  which  we  may  prove  the  existence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  or  any 
of  his  attributes. 

That  when  we  speak  of  Power,  as  an  attribute  of  any  being,  God  himself  not 
excepted,  we  use  words  without  meaning. 

That  we  can  form  no  idea  of  power,  nor  of  any  being  endued  with  power,  muck 
less  of  one  endued  with  infinite  power ;  and  that  we  can  never  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  any  object  or  quaUty  of  any  object  exists,  of  which  we  camiot  form  an 
idea. 

Of  the  Morality  of  Human  Actions. 

That  every  liuman  action  is  necessary,  and  could  not  have  been  different  from 
what  it  is. 

That  moral,  intellectual,  and  corporeal  virtues  are  nearly  of  the  same  kind — 
In  other  words,  that  to  want  honesty,  and  to  want  understanding,  and  to  want  a 
leg,  are  equally  the  objects  of  moral  disapprobation. 

That  adultery  must  be  practised,  ifmen  would  obtain  all  the  advantages  of  life; 
that,  if  generally  practised,  it  would  in  time  cease  to  be  scandalous;  and.  that,  if 
practised  secretly  and  frequently,  it  would  by  degrees  come  to  be  thought  no  crmie 
at  all. 

Lastly,  as  the  soul  of  man,  according  to  Mr.  Hume,  becomes  every  moment  a 
different  being,  the  consequence  must  be,  that  the  crimes  committed  by  him  at 
one  tSttie  cjfttnotbe  imputable  to  him  at  another. 
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That  it  is  profane,  to  ascribe  the  excellencies  of  our  nature  to 
God,  although  without  limit  or  imperfection  : 

He  undertakes  to  defend  the  Righteousness  of  God  against  di- 
vines ;  and  yet  asserts. 

That  Holiness  and  Righteousnes'^  in  God  are  like  nothing  in 
men  ;  that  thev  cannot  be  conceived  of  by  men,  nor  argued  about 
with  any  certainty  ;  and  that  to  talk  of  imitating  God  m  his  moral 
attributes  is  blasphemy  : 

That  God  made  all  things ;  and  yet, 

That  he  did  not  determine  the  existence  of  particular  men  :  (of 
course,  he  did  not  determine  the  existence  of  any  man  ;  all  men 
being  particular  men.) 

That  he  will  not  presume  to  deny,  that  there  have  been  Particu- 
lar Providences  ;  and  yet. 

That  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  belief  of  any  such  provi- 
dences ;  and  that  it  is  absurd  and  profane  to  assert,  or  believe, 
them  : 

That  God  is  just ;  and  that  justice  requires,  that  rewards  and 
punishments,  be  measured  to  particular  cases,  according  to  their 
circumstances,  in  proportion  to  the  merit,  or  demerit,  of  every 
individual  ;  and  yet. 

That  God  doth  not  so  measure  out  rewards,  or  punishments  ;  and 
that,  if  he  did,  he  would  .subvert  humm  affairs;  that  he  concerns 
not  himself  with  the  affairs  of  men  at  all ;  or,  if  he  does,  that  he 
regards  only  collective  bodies  of  men,  not  individu  ils ;  that  he 
punishes  none  except  through  the  Magistrate  ;  and  that  there  will 
be  no  state  of  future  rewards,  or  punishments: 

That  divines  are  deserving  of  censure  for  saying,  that  God 
made  Man  to  be  happy ;  and  yet  he  asserts, 

That  God  made  Man  to  be  happy  here  ;  and  that  the  end  of  the 
human  state  is  happiness  : 

That  the  Religion  of  Nature  is  clear  and  obvious  to  all  man- 
kind ;  and  yet. 

That  it  has  been  unknown  to  the  greatest  part  of  mankind  : 

That  we  know  Material  substance,  and  are  assured  of  it;  and 

yet, 

That  we  know  nothing  of  either  Matter,  or  Spirit : 
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That  there  is,  undeniably,  something  in  our  constitution,  beyond 
the  known  properties  of  matter;  and  yet, 

That  the  Soul  is  material  and  mortal ;  and  that  to  say,  the 
Soul  is  immaterial  is  the  same  thing  as  to  say,  that  two  and  two 
are  five : 

That  Self-love  is  the  great  Law  of  our  nature  ;  and  yet, 

That  Universal  Beiievolence  is  the  great  Law  of  our  nature  : 

That  Christianity  is  a  republication  of  the  Religion  of  Nature, 

and  a  benevolent  system  ;  that  its  morals  are  pure  ;  and  that  he 

is  determined  to  seek  for  genuine  Christianity  with  the  simplicity 

of  spirit,  with  which  Christ  himself  taught  it  in  the  Gospel ;  and 

yet, 

A  great  part  of  his  Works,  particularly  of  his  Philosophical 
Works,  was  written  for  no  other  end,  but  to  destroy  Christianity. 

He  also  declares, 

That  there  is  no  conscience  in  Man  ;  except  artificiailly  : 

That  it  is  more  natural  to  believe  many  Gods  than  to  believe 
One  : 

He  teaches,  that  Ambition,  the  Lust  of  Power,  Avarice,  and 
Sensuality,  may  be  lawfully  gratified,  if  they  can  be  safely 
gratified  : 

That  the  sole  foundation  of  Modesty  is  vanity,  or  a  wish  to  show 
ourselves  superior  to  mere  animals. 

That  Man  lives  only  in  the  present  world  ; 

That  Man  is  only  a  superior  animal : 

That  Man's  chief  End  is  to  gratify  the  appetites  and  inclinations 
of  the  flesh : 

That  Modesty  is  inspired  by  mere  prejudice  : 

That  Polygamy  is  a  part  of  the  Law,  or  Religion,  of  Nature. 
He  intimates  also. 

That  Adultery  is  no  violation  of  the  Law,  or  Religion  of 
Nature  : 

That  there  is  no  wrong  in  Lewdness,  except  in  the  highest 
Incest : 

That  the  Law  or  Religion  of  Nature  forbids  no  Incest,  except 
between  the  nearest  Relations  :  and  plainly  supposes. 

That  all  Men  and  Women  are  unchaste,  and  that  there  is  no 
snich  thing,  as  Conjugal  Fidelity : 
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These  doctrines  will  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  Philosophy, 
which  actually  exists.  Volumes  would  be  necessary  for  even  a 
summary  accuunt  of  all  its  diversities.  I  need  only  obse^^'e  fur- 
ther, that,  with  respect  to  the  Existence,  Character,  and  Provi- 
dence, of  God,  Philosophers  differ  wholly.  Most  of  the  Infidels, 
of  the  present  age,  entirely  deny  his  existence,  and  treat  the  belief 
of  it  as  a  contemptible  absurdity.  Voltaire,  at  first,  believed  in  a 
finite  God ;  but,  in  his  old  age,  doubted  of  the  existence  of  any 
God.  Toland  believed  the  world  to  be  God.  Many  of  them 
suppose  him  to  resemble  the  gods  of  Epicureans,  to  be  totally  ab- 
sorbed in  pleasure  and  quietude,  and  to  be  utterly  unconcerned 
with  the  creatures,  which,  nevertheless,  he  has  thought  proper  to 
make.  Amid  such  a  diversity,  and  discordance,  whom  are  you 
to  follow ;  and  what  are  you  to  believe  ? 

2dly.  In  the  gross  and  monstrous  Nature  of  its  Doctrines. 

Of  this  character  were  very  many  doctrines  of  the  Ancient 
Philosophers. 

Zeno  taught,  that  all  crimes  were  equal ;  that  we  ought  never 
to  forgive  injuries ;  and  that  the  most  abominable  lewdness  is 
lawful. 

Both  Zeno  and  Cleanthes  taught,  that  Children  may  as  lawfully 
roast  and  eat  their  parents,  as  any  other  food. 

Diogenes,  and  the  Cynics  generally,  taught,  that  Parents  may 
lawfully  sacrifice  and  eat  their  Children  ;  and  that  there  is  nei- 
ther sin,  nor  shame,  in  the  grossest  and  most  public  acts  of 
lewdness. 

Plato  taught,  that  lewdness  is  justifiable  ;  and 

Cicero,  that  it  is  a  crime  of  small  magnitude. 

Lycurgus  encouraged  stealing  by  an  express  Law. 

Aristippus  taught,  that  both  theft  and  adultery  are  lawful. 

Cicero,  that  it  is  lawful  to  make  war,  for  the  sake  of  fame,  pro- 
vided it  be  conducted  without  unnecessary  cruelty. 

Cicero  also  taught,  that  Virtue  consists  in  the  desire  of  fame. 
Of  course  Alexander  the  Great,  Julius  Cassar,  Charles  the  twelfth 
of  Sweden,  and  Nadir  KouU  Khan,  were  among  the  most  virtuous 
of  mankind.* 

*  For  several  of  these  doctrines  see  Deism  Reveale<l. 


334  ISATURE  AND  DAGGER  OI-  [SER.  XIX. 

The  occasion  will  not  allow  me  to  swell  the  number  of  these 
specimens  of  the  ancient  Philosophy.  1  proceed  therefore  to 
observe,  that  the  moderns  have  uttered  numerous  doctrines, 
of  a  similar  character.  Such  is  the  Atheism,  wiinh  they  now  con- 
sider as  the  only  rational  and  enlightened  Philosophy.  Such  is 
the  Scepticism  of  Hume;  the  mortality  and  maieriality  of  the 
Soul ;  the  doctrine,  that  Mh.i  is  a  mere  animal  ;  that  animal  gratiQ- 
cation  is  the  chief  end  of  our  being;  that  right  -dud  wrong  depend 
solely  on  the  decisions  of  the  magistrate  ;  that  ridicule  is  the  test 
of  truth  ;  that  we  may  lawfully  get  all  things,  if  we  can  get  ihem 
safely  ;  that  modesty  is  inspired  only  by  prejudice,  and  has  its 
foundation  in  the  mere  desire  of  appearing  to  be  superior  to  ani- 
mals ;  that  Adultery  is  lawful  according  to  the  Religion  of  Nature  ; 
that  there  is  no  wrong  in  lewdness,  except  in  the  highest  Incest ; 
that  God  exercises  no  Providence  over  mankind  ;  and  that  holi- 
ness, justice,  goodness,  and  truth,  may  be  defects  in  the  Divine 
character.  All  these,  and  many  others  already  recited,  are  doc- 
trines as  repugnant  to  Common  sense,  and  Common  good, 
and  fraught  with  as  jnuch  impiety  and  irreverence  to  God, 
and  as  much  evil  to  mankind,  as  any  doctrities.  which  can  be 
proposed.  When  we  view  the  pernicious  tendency  of  these 
Doctrines  (and  these  are  the  substance  of  the  modern  Philoso^ 
phy)  we  may  safely  say,  that,  thoroughly  practised,  they  would 
overwhelm  this  world  with  that  misery,  which  the  Scriptures  ex- 
hibit as  experienced  only  in  hell.  When  we  contemplate  the 
folly  of  these  doctrines,  we  may  with  the  utmost  propriety  apply  to 
the  modern  Philosophers  what  Cicero  says  of  their  predecessors  ; 
viz.  that  he  knows  not  how  it  comes  to  pass,  that,  when  any 
man  utters  an  absurdity  ever  so  gross,  he  presently  finds  the 
same  absurdity  to  have  been  delivered  by  some  one  of  the  Philoso- 
phers. 

3.  In  its  total  inefficacy  to  reform  either  themselves,  or  their 

Disciples. 

Cicero  declares,  that  the  ancient  Philosophers    never  reformed 
either  themselves  or  their  disciples ;  and   that  he  knew  not  a  sin- 
gle instance,  in  which  either  the  teacher,   or  the  Disciple,  was 
made  virtuous  by  their  principles.*     Lucian  declares  them,  as  a 
*  See  Deism  Revealed. 
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bodj,  to  have  been  tyrants,  adulterers,  and  corrupters  of  youth. 
Plutarch  declares  Socrates  and  Plato  to  have  been  as  incontinent, 
and  intemperate,  as  any  slave;  and  Aristotle  to  have  been  a  fop, 
a  debaucher,  and  a  traitor.  Dion  Cassius  gives  no  better  charac- 
ter of  Seneca.  Diogenes  and  Crates  committed  lewdness,  with- 
out a  blush,  in  the  streets  ;  doubtless  beiievnig,  with  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  that  modesty  was  inspired  by  mere  prejudice.  Speusip- 
pus,  who  appears  to  have  believed,  with  Mr.  Hume,  that  adultery 
must  be  practised,  if  we  would  obtain  all  the  advantages  of  life, 
was  caught,  and  slain,  in  the  act  of  adultery.  Aristippus  kept  a 
seraglio  of  strumpets  and  catamites,  and  perjured  himself,  to  cheat 
a  friend  of  a  simi  of  money,  which  that  friend  had  left  in  his  hands  ; 
and  refused  also  to  educate  his  own  children  ;  styling  them  mere 
vermin.  Menippus,  because  he  had  lost  a  sum  of  money,  murder- 
ed himself;  as  did  also  Zeno,  Cleanthes.  Chrysippus,  Cieombro- 
tus.  Cato  the  younger,  and  Brutus.  Cato  the  elder  parted  with 
his  wife  to  Hortensius,  and  was  accused  of  drunkenness.  Xeno- 
phon  was  a  notorious  sodomite,  and  said  in  the  absence  of  a  boy, 
whom  he  kept,  '■•  I  would  be  blind  to  all  things  else,  so  that  I 
might  see  Clinias  :"  and  again,  "  thanks  to  the  sun,  which  dis- 
closes to  me  the  face  of  Clinias."  The  ancient  Philosophers,  in- 
deed, were  generally  noted  for  sodomy.  Plutarch,  acknowledg- 
ing the  fact,  makes  for  them  this  apology,  that,  though  the\  cor- 
rupted their  bodies,  they  made  amends  for  it  by  improving  their 
souls,  hi  truth,  nothing  better  was  to  be  expected  from  them, 
than  what  is  here  recounted  ;  for  their  doctrines  warranted  these, 
and  most  other  crimes. 

These  are  among  the  most  respectable  of  those  men,  whose 
theological  and  moral  systems  modern  Philosophers  prefer  to  that 
of  Christ  and  his  Apostles.  The  morals  of  the  Moderns  have,  in 
some  instances,  been  more  decent ;  in  others,  very  little  different. 

The  true  character  of  all  men  may  be  certainly  known  by  their 
opinions.  No  man  is  better  than  the  moral  opinions,  which  he 
holds,  will  make  him,  if  drawn  out  into  life  and  practice.  Few 
are  in  any  measure  so  good.  I  do  not  deny,  that  men  may  be 
more  decent,  before  .their  fellow-men,  than  the  tendency  of  their 
doctrines  would  lead  us  to  believe ;  but  in  this  there  is  no  prin- 
ciple, no  virtue.     All  is  the  result  of  wishing  to  live  agreeably. 
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and  to  possess  reputation.  The  worst  of  all  men  have  this  desire 
as  really,  and  often  as  strongly,  as  any  others,  even  the  most  vir- 
tuous. 

The  doctrines  of  these  Philosophers,  it  will  easily  be  seen,  by 
even  a  slight  recourse  to  the  account  already  given  of  them,  for- 
bids the  belief,  and  the  existence,  of  virtue  in  those  who  embrace 
lb  em. 

Lord  Herbert  declares,  that  the  indulgence  of  lust  and  anger  is 
no  more  to  be  blamed,  than  the  thirst  of  a  fever,  or  the  drow^si- 
ness  of  the  Lethargy.  In  this  single  sentence,  by  a  sweeping 
stroke,  the  guilt  of  gluttony,  sloth,  drunkenness,  lewdness,  wrath, 
contention,  and  revenge,  is  entirely  blotted  out. 

Mr.  Hobbes  declares,  that  every  man  has  a  right  to  all  things, 
and  may  lawfully  get  them,  if  he  can  ; 

Again,  "  A  subject  may  lawfully  deny  Christ  before  the  Magis- 
trate, although  he  believes  Christ  in  his  heart ;" 

Again,  "  A  Ruler  is  not  bound  by  any  obligation  of  truth,  or 
justice,  and  can  do  no  wrong  to  his  subjects ;"  and 

Again,  the  Civil  Law  is  the  sole  foundation  of  good  and  evil,  of 
right  and  wrong. 

In  the  first  of  these  declarations,  mankind  are  let  loose  upon 
each  other,  in  all  the  hideous  ways  of  fraud,  theft,  plunder,  rob- 
bery, peculation,  oppressive  taxation,  and  piracy  ;  in  the  second, 
lying  and  perjury  are  completely  authorized,  as  all  such  denials 
were  customarily  made  under  oath;  the  third  is  an  universal 
sanction  of  all  the  horrid  evils  of  despotism  ;  and  the  fourth  an 
entire  annihilation  of  right  and  wrong,  and  of  course  of  all  mo- 
rality. 

Tindal  has,  also,  set  morality  wholly  afloat,  in  declaring,  that 
every  man  must  form  a  rule  for  himself,  a  rule  to  be  changed  as 
circumstances,  always  varying,  shall  change.  Nor  has  Chubb 
left  the  subject  at  all  more  settled,  or  safe.  He  declares,  that  all 
religions  are  alike  ;  that  it  is  of  no  consequence,  what  religion  a 
man  embraces  ;  that  the  belief  of  a  future  state  is  of  no  use  to  so- 
ciety ;  and  that  God  does  not  interpose  in  the  affairs  of  this  world 
at  all,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  good,  or  evil,  done  by  men, 
here.  The  well-being  of  society  cannot  be  overthrown,  nor  mo- 
rality destroyed,  more  effectually,  than  by  these  opinions,  should 
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they  be  made  rules  of  human  conduct.  If  all  Religions,  i.  e. 
all  systems  of  Moral  and  Theological  doctrines,  are  alike,  it  is 
clearly  either  because  all  are  wholly  true  or  wholly  false,  or 
because  all  are  proportionably  true  and  false,  or  because  mo- 
ral and  theological  truth  is  of  no  importance.  The  two  first 
are  plainly  false  suppositions,  Mr.  Chubb  being  the  judge  ;  for  he 
has  declared  one  system  to  be  true,  viz.  his  own  ;  and  another  to 
be  false,  viz.  that  of  the  Gospel.  Of  course,  the  last  is  the  true 
supposition  as  it  stood  in  his  mind.  Of  consequence  no  doctrines 
are  of  any  importance  :  in  other  words,  Truth  is  of  no  use  to  man. 
Moral  and  theological  truth  is  plainly  more  important  to  man, 
than  any  other ;  if  this  be  of  no  significance,  none  else  can  be : 
an  opinion  fitter  for  the  mouth,  of  a  fiend,  than  for  that  of  a  man. 

Nor  are  the  two  last  declarations  of  his  less  fatal.  No  bond 
has  ever  holden  mankind,  none  ever  will  hold  them,  together,  be- 
side the  belief  of  the  presence,  and  providence  of  God,  and  of  an 
approaching  state  of  rewards  and  punishments. 

Shaftesbury,  Hume,  and  Bolingbroke,  have  laboured,  at  least 
equally,  to  destroy  the  belief  of  these  doctrines,  and  have  thus 
aimed  the  axe  at  the  root  of  human  happiness. 

Shaftesbury,  also,  when  he  asserts  salvation  to  be  ridiculous, 
the  magistrate  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  religious  truth,  Atheism  not 
to  take  away  a  just  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  to  be  no  way 
deficient  in  promoting  virtue,  unhinges  all  serious  thinking,  and 
all  moral  impressions,  silences  rational  inquiry,  and  obliterates 
every  distinction,  which  can  usefully  regulate  the  conduct  of  in- 
telligent beings. 

The  same  confusion  is  introduced  by  Hume,  when  he  ranks  bo- 
dily and  intellectual  endowments,  and  casual  attainments,  with 
virtues,  denies  the  virtuous  nature  of  humility  and  self-denial,  and 
asserts  that  of  pride,  self-valuation,  and  suicide. 

But  what  shall  be  said  of  this  celebrated  writer,  when  he  grave- 
ly informs  us,  that  Adultery  must  be  practised,  if  we  would  obtain 
all  the  advantages  of  life  ?  Must  not  plunder,  falsehood,  assassi- 
nation, piracy,  war,  and  tyranny,  be  also  practised  on  the  same 
principle  ?  Were  these  or  ai^iy  other  crimes  ever  practised,  but 
for  the  sake  of  advantages  either  obtained,  or  expected  ?     What 
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shall  we  say  of  him,  when,  from  Rochefoucault,  he  repeats,  and 
to  show  his  fondness  for  it,  often,  the  maxim,  that  Female  Infideli- 
ty, Avhen  known,  is  a  small  thing,  when  unknown,  nothing. 

Bolingbroke  has  more  openly  and  violently  attacked  every  im- 
portant truth  and  serious  duty.  Particularly  he  has  licensed 
lewdness,  and  cut  up  chastity  and  decency  by  the  roots. 

What  idea  must  be  entertained  of  the  morals  of  men,  who  as- 
sert these  things,  not  in  careless  conversation,  not  in  grave  con- 
versation, not  in  sportive  v/ritings;  but  in  solemn,  didactic,  Phi- 
losophical treatises,  sitting  in  the  chair  of  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction, speaking  to  a  world,  uttering  oracular  opinions,  decid- 
ing the  duty  and  happiness  both  temporal  and  eternal  of  the  whole 
Jiuman  race,  and  unfoliiing  professedly  the  will  of  the  infinite 
God  ?  They  either  believed,  or  disbelieved,  these  doctrines.  If 
they  disbelieved  them,  what  apology  can  be  made  for  so  gross  and 
so  mischievous  falsehood  ?  If  they  believed  them,  the  conclu- 
sion is  irresistibly  forced  upon  us,  that  they  practised  as  they  be- 
lieved. They  have  also  laboured  to  the  utmost  to  persuade  man- 
kind both  to  believe  and  practise  them.  If  their  labours  prove 
successful,  if  their  wishes  should  be  accomplished,  the  world  will 
be  converted  into  one  theatre  of  falsehood,  perjury,  fraud,  theft, 
piracy,  robbery,  oppression,  revenge,  fornication,  and  adultery. 
What  else  is  the  heli  of  the  Scriptures  ?  Lewdness  alone,  extend- 
ed as  their  doctrines  extend  it,  would  exterminate  every  moral 
feeling  from  the  human  breast,  and  every  moral  and  virtuous  ac- 
tion from  the  human  conduct ;  Sodom  would  cease  to  be  a  prover- 
bial name  ;  and  Gommorrha  would  be  remembered,  only  to  won- 
der at  her  unhappy  lot,  and  to  drop  the  tear  of  sympathy  upon 
her  ashes. 

I  know  it  is  often  said  ;  it  will  probably  be  said  in  the  present 
case  ;  and  perhaps  by  no  small  number  of  persons  ;  that,  provided 
a  man  is  honest- in  his  belief,  he  is  to  be  considered  as  a  virtuous 
man,  unless  his  life  disprove  the  opinion  of  his  virtue.  If  by  this 
declaration  it  be  intended,  that  the  man  in  question  has  faithfull}' 
sought  for  truth,  and  as  faithfully  collected,  duly  weighed,  and 
candidly  admitted,  all  the  evidence  within  his  reach,  1  readily  ac- 
knowledge, that  ho  has  done  his  duty,  and  is  therefore  in  this  in- 
slar.re  un<ioubtedlv  virtnous.     Bnt  ^l1nL  men  who  believe  false- 
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hood,  and  such  gross  and  palpable  falsehood,  have  really  thus 
done,  is  yet  to  be  proved. 

If  it  be  intended,  that,  when  a  man  really  believes  error,  he  is, 
by  the  reality  of  his  belief,  constituted  virtuous,  I  deny  the  doc- 
trine wholly ;  and  all  those,  who  assert  it,  deny  it  also.  The 
Arabians,  who,  under  the  standard  of  Mohammed,  butchered  half 
mankind,  believed  that  they  were  doing  what  was  right.  Multi- 
tudes of  Catholics,  in  the  last  century,  unquestionably  believed  it 
to  be  the  will  of  God,  that  they  should  perjure  themselves,  in  their 
correspondence  with  Huguenots  ;  and  that  they  should  roast,  dis- 
locate, and  assassinate,  that  unhappy  class  of  men  by  thousands. 
Christians  have,  beyond  controversy,  really  believed,  in  many  in- 
stances, that  the  persecution  of  Infidels  was  agreeable  to  the  will 
of  God.  Cicero  believed  it  to  be  right  to  have  a  civil  war  kindled 
in  Rome,  that  he  might  return  from  exile.  Numbers  of  people 
in  Copenhagen,  at  a  certain  time,  believed  it  to  be  right  to  mur- 
der their  neighbours,  that,  under  the  horror  of  an  approaching 
death,  themselves  might  be  induced  certainly  to  repent  of  sin,  and 
to  gain  eternal  life.  Alexander,  with  full  conviction  of  the  rec- 
titude of  his  designs,  wasted  the  Persian  empire,  and  demanded  di- 
vine homage  to  himself. 

None  of  those  with  whom  I  am  disputing,  will  pretend^  that  all 
these  persons  were  justified  in  their  designs  and  conduct  by  the 
reality  of  their  belief  of  its  rectitude. 

It  will  be  further  said,  as  it  often  has  been  by  others  beside  Mr. 
Chubb,  that  what  a  man  believes  is  of  no  importance.  Infi- 
del writers  ought  never  to  advance  this  doctrine :  for  their 
conduct  in  labouring  so  earnestly  to  destroy  the  faith  of  Chris- 
tians, and  to  establish  that  of  Infidels,  gives  the  lie  to  the 
declaration.  If  the  assertion  be  true,  a  man  may,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  assertors  themselves,  as  well  be  a  Christian  in  his 
belief,  as  an  Infidel.  But  the  assertion  is  not  true ;  and  they 
prove,  by  every  page  of  their  writings,  and  by  every  sentence  of 
their  conversation,  that  they  feel  it  to  be  false  ;  for  they  labour 
with  the  greatest  industry,  and  ardour,  to  change  the  tenets  of  their 
fellow-men. 

All  the  volitions  of  the  mind  are  of  course  accordant  with  the 
prevailing  dictates  of  the  understandings  and  all  the  actions  of 
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men  spring  from  their  volitions.  Such,  then,  as  is  the  moral  na- 
ture of  the  opinions  of  a  man,  will  be  the  nature  of  his  moral  con- 
duct. Obedience  to  error  is  vice ;  obedience  to  truth  is  virtue. 
All  men  hold  errors  ;  and  all  men  hold  probably'  some  moral  truths. 
Good  men  obey,  mainly,  the  truths  which  they  receive,  and  not 
the  errors.  Wicked  men  wholly  obey,  in  their  moral  conduct, 
ihe  errors  which  they  adopt,  and  reject  truth  as  a  rule  of  conduct. 

Complete  virtue  is  formed  by  the  reception  and  obedience  of 
truth  only.  Such  is  the  virtue  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants.  In 
the  present  world  such  virtue  does  not  exist;  for  truth  is  not  re- 
ceived by  any  man  unmixed  with  error  ;  nor  is  the  truth,  which 
is  received,  alone  and  perfectly  obeyed.  The  most  perfect  earthly 
orthodoxy  is,  therefore,  mingled  with  error,  and  the  most  perfect 
earthly  virtue  with  vice.  Hence  extensive  room  is  furnished  for 
the  exercise  of  charitable  regards  to  such,  as  differ  from  us  in  many 
moral  doctrines. 

But  this  charity  has  its  limits.  The  truths  holden  must,  in  this 
case,  be  fundamental  truths  ;  or  those  on  which  virtue  can  rest ; 
and  the  errors  must  not  be  fundamental  errors  ;  or  opinions  sub- 
versive of  all  virtue.  The  man,  who  seriously  believes  in  the  recti- 
tude of  lying,  cruelty,  fraud,  lewdness,  and  impiety,  cannot  be 
virtuous. 

The  man,  who  is  pleased  with  error,  is,  in  the  exercise  of  that 
emotion,  guilty.  To  love  the  means  of  vice,  or  sin,  is  the  same 
thing  in  a  moral  view  as  to  love  sin.  Error  is  the  certain  means 
of  sin  in  every  sense.  As  a  rule  of  conduct,  it  leads  to  nothing  but 
sin  ;  as  a  temptation  to  sin,  it  is  of  incalculable  power  ;  as  a  justi- 
fication of  sin,  it  is  of  all  opiates  to  the  conscience,  and  of  all  sup- 
ports to  the  heart,  beyond  measure  the  greatest.  The  man,  who 
loves  it,  is  therefore  a  guilty  enemy  to  himself,  a  dishonour  of  the 
God  of  truth,  and  a  destroyer  of  his  own  well-being.  The  man 
who  devises,  publishes,  and  with  ingenuity  defends  it,  is  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  God  and  mankind.  To  the  evil,  which  he  does  to 
the  universe,  no  bounds  can  be  fixed  ;  and  with  all  this  evil  he  is 
chargeable.  The  ravages  of  Alexander  were  probably  less  injurious 
to  the  human  race,  and  less  guilty  before  God,  than  the  ravages  of 
the  moral  world  by  Hume,  or  Voltaire. 

Herbert.  Hobbes,  Shaftesburv.  Woolston.  Tindal,  Chubb,  and 
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Bolingbroke,  are  all  guilty  of  the  vile  hypocrisy  of  professing  to 
love  and  reverence  Christianity,  while  they  are  employed  in  no 
other  design  than  to  destroy  it.  Such  faithless  professions,  such 
gross  violations  of  truth,  in  Christians,  would  have  been  proclaimed 
to  the  universe  by  these  very  writers,  as  infamous  desertions  of 
principle  and  decency.  Is  it  less  infamous  in  themseWes  ?  All 
hypocrisy  is  detestable  ;  but  I  know  of  none  so  detestable  as  that, 
which  is  coolly  written,  with  full  premeditation,  by  a  man  of 
talents,  assuming  the  character  of  a  moral  and  religious  instructor, 
a  minister,  a  prophet,  of  the  truth  of  the  hifinite  God.  Truth  is 
a  virtue  perfectly  detined,  mathematically  clear,  and  completely 
understood  by  all  men  of  common  sense.  There  can  be  no  bait- 
ings between  uttering  truth  and  falsehood,  no  doubts,  no  mistakes ; 
as  between  piety  and  enthusiasm,  frugality  and  parsimony,  gene- 
rosity and  profusion.  Transgression,  therefore,  is  always  a 
known,  definite,  deliberate  villainy.  In  the  sudden  moment  of 
strong  temptation,  in  the  hour  of  unguarded  attack,  in  the  flutter 
and  trepidation  of  unexpected  alarm,  the  best  man  may,  perhaps, 
be  surprised  into  any  sin ;  but  he,  who  can  coolly,  of  steady  de- 
sign, and  with  no  unusual  impulse,  utter  falsehood,  and  vend  hy- 
pocrisy, is  not  far  from  finished  depravity. 

The  morals  of  Rochester  and  Wharton  need  no  comment. 
Woolston  WHS  a  gross  blasphemer.  Blount  solicited  his  sister  in 
law  to  marry  him,  and,  being  refused,  shot  himself.  Tindal  was 
originally  a  protestant,  then  turned  papist,  then  protestant  again, 
merely  to  suit  the  times ;  and  was  at  the  same  time  infamous  for 
vice  in  general,  and  the  total  want  of  principle.  He  is  said  to  have 
died  with  this  prayer  in  his  mouth.  "  If  there  is  a  God,  I  desire 
that  he  may  have  mercy  on  me."  Hobbes  wrote  his  Leviathan,  to 
serve  the  cause  of  Charles  I. ;  but,  finding  him  fail  of  success,  he 
turned  it  to  the  defence  of  Cromwell,  and  made  a  merit  of  this 
fact  to  the  Usurper:  as  Hobbes  himself  unblushingly  declared  to 
Lord  Clarendon.*  Morgan  had  no  regard  to  truth  ;  as  is  evident 
from  his  numerous  falsifications  of  Scripture,  aswellasfromthe  vile 
hypocrisy  of  professing  himself  a  Christian  in  those  very  writings, 
in  which  he  labours  to  destroy  Christianity.     Voltaire,  in  a  letter 
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now  remaining,  requested  his  friend  D'Alembert  to  tell  for  him  a 
direct  and  palpable  lie,  by  denying,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the 
Philosophical  Dictionary.  D'Alembert  in  his  answer  informed 
liim,  that  he  had  told  the  lie.*  Voltaire  has,  indeed,  expressed  his 
own  moral  character  perfectly  in  the  following  words,  "  Monsieur 
Abbe,  I  must  be  read,  no  matter  whether  I  am  believed,  or  not." 
He  also  solemnly  professed  to  believe  the  Catholic  Religion,  al- 
thoush  at  the  same  time  he  doubted  the  existence  of  a  God, 
Hume  died,  as  a  fool  dieth.  The  day  before  his  death  he  spent  in 
a  pitiful  and  affected  unconcern  about  this  tremendous  subject, 
playing  at  whist,  reading  Lucian's  dialogues,  and  making  silly  at- 
tempts at  wit,  concerning  his  interviev/  with  Charon,  the  heathen 
ferry-man  of  Hades. t 

It  will  easily  be  supposed  that  my  information  concerning  the 
private  lives  of  these  men  must  be  distant  and  imperfect:  What 
has  been  said  will,  however,  furnish  any  one  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  human  character,  with  just  ideas  of  their  morality.  I  shall 
only  add  that  Rousseau  (Jean  Jacques)  is  asserted  to  have  been 
guilty  of  gross  theft,  perjury,  fornication,  and  adultery,  and  of 
abjuring  and  assuming,  alternately,  the  Catholic,  and  the  Protest- 
ant, religion  ;  neither  of  which  he  believed. 

Thus  have  I  summarily  exhibited  to  you  the  nature,  and  the 
actual  state,  of  this  Philosophy.  From  this  view  of  it,  I  think  you 
will  unite  with  me  in  a  full  conviction,  that,  if  the  Gospel  had  been 
liable  to  so  many  and  so  serious  objections,  it  would,  instead  of 
exciting  and  sustaining  a  controversy  through  eighteen  centuries, 
have  solicited  the  faith  and  obedience  of  mankind  in  vain,  would 
have  been  smothered  in  its  birth,  and  only  added  one  to  the 
numerous  moral  systems,  which  have,  for  ages,  slept  the  sleep  of 
death  in  the  regions  of  oblivion. 

*  See  Priestly  On  tlic  Causes  of  the  Increase  of  Infidelity, 
t  Smith's  life  of  Hume. 
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Beware,  lest  any  man  spoil  you  through  philosophy  and  vain  deceit, 
after  the  tradition  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and 
not  after  Christ. 

Secondly.  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  show  you,  that,  vain  and 
deceitful  as  this  Philosophy  is,  both  in  its  nature  and  in  fact,  you 
are  still  in  danger  of  becoming  a  prey  to  it. 

This  danger  will  arise  from  several  sources.  I  shall  specify  those 
Avhich  appear  to  me  to  be  of  chief  importance. 

L  You  will  be  exposed  to  this  danger  from  the  arguments, 
brought  by  Philosophers  against  the  Scriptures. 

Infidels  will  probably  triumph,  and  you  may  be  surprised,  to 
fmd  Arguments  mentioned  as  a  source  of  danger.  But  your  sur- 
prise and  their  triumph  are  both  without  foundation. 

Wherever  arguments  are  fairly  adduced,  and  questions  thor- 
oughly explored  by  reasoning,  there  can  be  no  danger  to  truth,  or 
to  the  friends  of  truth  ;  for  in  every  such  investigation,  truth  must 
have  decisive  advantages  over  falsehood.  But  questions  are  not 
always  so  explored,  nor  arguments  always  so  adduced.  Ingenious 
and  able  men  are  n<'>t  alwavs  condid  men.   nor  alwavs  desirous  of 
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investigating  or  establishing  truth.  Their  ingenuity  is  not  unfre- 
quently  employed  in  obscuring,  where  it  should  illumine,  arid  in 
perplexing,  where  it  should  clear.  Ignorant  persons  may  always 
be  embarrassed  by  the  reasonings  of  the  learned  and  skilful,  and 
those  who  are  not  versed  in  any  subject  of  controversy,  by  studi- 
ed champions.      * 

Many  readers  of  this  Philosophy  are  ignorant ;  many  impatient 
of  thorough  investigation,  and  accustomed  to  depend  for  their 
opinions  on  others  ;  to  be  swayed  by  great  and  celebrated  names, 
and  implicitly  to  yield  to  high  authority ;  and  all  are  by  nature 
inclined  to  their  side  of  the  question.  Christianity  is  a  system  of 
restraint  on  every  passion,  and  every  appetite.  Some  it  forbids 
entirely ;  and  all  it  coiifines  within  hmits,  which  by  the  mass  of 
mankind,  both  learned  and  unlearned,  will  be  esteemed  narrow 
and  severe.  Philosophy,  on  the  contrary,  holds  out,  as  you  have 
already  seen,  a  general  license  to  every  passion  and  appetite. 
Its  doctrines  therefore  please  of  course  ;  and  find  a  ready  wel- 
come in  the  heart. 

Mankind  being  thus  prepared,  it  cannot  be  thought  strange, 
that  Infidel  Philosophy,  although  destitute  of  a  basis  in  truth,  and 
of  support  from  evidence,  should  present  danger,  even  from  ar- 
guments. Its  great  object  is  to  unsettle  every  thing  moral  and 
obligatory,  and  to  settle  nothing.  Objection  is,  therefore,  its 
chief  employment,  and  its  only  employment,  in  which  danger  can 
be  found.  Had  it  been  engaged  merely  in  devising  moral  systems 
of  its  own,  it  would  have  provoked  no  other  answer  from  Com- 
mon sense,  than  a  stare,  or  a  smile. 

An  objector  will  always  find  some  advantages  from  the  charac- 
ter, which  he  assumes.  He  fnds  advantages  with  respect  to  la- 
bour. A  sentence  will  often  express  an  obligation,  which  must 
be  answered  by  a  volume.  He  will  find  advantages  in  the  nature 
of  his  disputation.  The  plainest  and  most  undoubted  truths  may 
be  forcibly  assailed  by  objections,  and  by  such  as  are  obvious  to  a 
very  limited  understanding. 

The  objections  against  the  Scriptures,  which  will  be  formida- 
ble, are  chiefly  derived  from  two  sources. 

1.  The  doctrines  of  the  Scriptures  are,  and  in  the  nature  of  the 
case  must  be.  in  several  instances,  mysterious.     The  doctrines  of  ' 
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the  Scriptures  are  chiefly  employed  about  the  nature  of  Man,  and 
the  existence,  character,  designs,  and  will,  of  God.     The  first  of 
these  subjects,   notwithstanding  the  laborious  and  ardent  investi- 
gation of  three  thousand  years,  is  still  far  from  being  satisfactori- 
ly explained.     The  daily  inquiries  and  voluminous  treatises  of 
these  very  Philosophers,  and  the  new  views,  which  they  continu- 
ally attempt  to  exhibit,  of  this  subject,  prove  the  assertion  to  be 
true,  in  their  opinion  at  least;  and,  were  there  a  doubt  remain- 
ing, a  child  could  easily  remove  it;  for  a  child  can  ask  questions 
concerning  human  nature,  which  no   Philosopher  can  answer. 
The  last  of  these  subjects,  the  existence,  character,  designs,  and 
will,  of  God,  is  more  mysterious  than  any  other. '   Of  both  these 
subjects   Revelation   is  a  professed  account ;  and  as  the  subjects 
are  in  their  nature  mysterious,  so  the  Revelation  must,  to  con- 
sist with  truth,  be,  in  many  respects,  mysterious  also.     In  such 
subjects  difficulties  may  be  easily  and  always  found.     As  it  is  im- 
possible, that  we  should  thoroughly  understand  them,  the  parts, 
which  we  do  not  understand,  will   furnish  difficulties  respecting 
those,  which   we  do.     Of  the  nature   of  existence,  substances, 
causality,  and  the  mode  of  operation,  we  know  little  or  nothing, 
even  where  creatures  are  the  subjects  of  investigation.     Of  the 
Creator  it  may  well  be  supposed,  and  must  be  acknowledged,  that 
we  know  less  than  of  creatures.     Many  particulars  of  these  great 
subjects  of  the  Scriptures  must  be  unknown.     Wherever  we  arc 
ignorant,  we  cannot  comprehend;  and  wherever  we  cannot  com- 
prehend, we  can  find   many  difficulties,  much    perplexity,  and 
much  doubt.     A  man  of  moderate  talents  will  easily  perceive. 
and  forcibly  represent,  such  difficulties  ;  but  no  man  can,  in  many 
cases,  remove  them.     They  can  be  removed  only  by  the  attain- 
ment of  perfect  knowledge  of  the  subjects,  and  such  knowledjre 
can  never  be  attained  by  man. 

The  difficulties,  objected  to  the  Scriptures  on  this  score,  alj 
arise  from  what  we  know  not,  and  not  from  what  we  know.  In- 
fidels do  not  show,  that  that,  which  is  disclosed,  is  contrary  to  any 
thing,  which  we  know,  but  merely  that  all  is  not  disclosed,  which 
we  might  wish  to  be  disclosed,  and  which  is  necessary  to  a  tho- 
rough  comprehension  of  the  subject.  They  do  not  show,  that 
what  is  disclosed,  and  believed,  is  untrue,  or  improbable ;  but 
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that  it  is  mysterious  and  incomprehensible  ;  in  other  words,  that 
it  contains  things,  which  he  beyond  the  human  capacity.  This, 
instead  of  being  a  sohd  objection  against  the  Revelation  of  the 
Scriptures,  is  a  mere  exposition  of  human  ignorance.  In  this 
part  of  their  conclusions  there  is  no  controversy  between  them 
and  us. 

The  mysteriousuess  of  the  Scriptures,  in  several  particulars, 
has  been  often  directly  as  well  as  insidiously,  objected  against 
their  divine  origin.  To  me  it  appears  to  be  a  plain  and  power- 
ful argument  in  favour  of  that  origin.  Were  there  nothing  in 
Creation  or  Providence,  which  man  could  not  comprehend,  one 
important  proof  that  they  were  works  of  God  would  be  taken 
away.  Were  there  nothing  in  Revelation,  which  man  could  not 
perfectly  understand,  a  similar  proof  of  its  reality  would  be  de- 
stroyed. What  man  can  thus  understand,  man  might,  for  ought 
that  appears,  have  also  devised. 

Objections  of  this  nature  must,  to  possess  any  real  force,  arise 
from  something  which  we  know,  and  not  from  that  of  which 
we  are  ignorant.  The  things  objected  to  ought  to  be  inconsist- 
ent with  something  seen  and  understood  ;  otherwise  whatever 
perplexity  they  may  occasion  in  those,  who  dwell  upon  them,  they 
can  never  produce  rational  conviction. 

2.  Another  class  of  objects,  against  which  similar  objections 
have  been  made,  is  composed  of  facts,  manners,  and  other  local 
circumstances.     The  Scriptures,  being  written  in  a  distant  age, 
and  country,  record  facts,  which  must  in  a  considerable  measure 
be  connected  with  iacts  and  circumstances,  necessarily  unknown 
by  us  ;  and  appeal  to  manners,  customs,  and  other  local  circum- 
stances, which  must  be  equally  unknown.     The  same  difficulties 
may,  therefore,   be  raised  in  this,  as  in  the  former  case,  and  with 
the  same  success.     In  both  cases  our  ignorance,  and  not  the  false- 
hood of  the  things  dechued,  is  the  cause  of  the  difficulties  speci- 
fied.    By  this  I  intend  that  a  person  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
things,  stated  in  the  Scriptures,  and  with  all  their  appendages, 
would  not  only  clearly  discern  the  truth  and  propriety  of  the 
statement,  but  be  able  to  explain  its  truth  and  propriety  to  our 
full  satisfaction  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  eame  person,  being 
?upposed  to  be  as  ignorant  as  ourselves,  would  find  all  the  difficul- 
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ties  in  the  statement,  which  are  found  by  us.  Still  the  staten^cnt 
is  the  same,  and  neither  more  nor  less  true,  but  is  more  or  less 
explicable,  as  the  person  proposed  is  more  or  less  informed. 

Hence  it  is  clear,  that,  although  Christians  should  not  be  able 
to  show  how  many  facts,  recorded  m  the  Scriptures,  took  place, 
by  what  facts  they  were  preceded  or  followed,  what  were  their 
causes,  attendants,  or  consequences,  this  furaishes  no  solid  objec- 
tion to  the  Scriptures  as  a  Revelation.  Every  objection  of  this 
nature  must,  to  be  solid,  contradict  some  known  fact,  and  be 
attended  with  difficulties  of  some  other  nature  than  mere  inex- 
plicableness.  If  this  be  admitted  as  a  proof  of  falsehood  in 
writings,  no  ancient  history  can  be  believed. 

A  happy  illustration  of  these  sentiments  and  a  strong  proof  of 
what  may  even  now  be  done  to  throw  light  on  this  class  of  objects 
in  the  Scriptures,  may  be  found  in  the  first  Volume  of  Lardner's 
Credibility  of  the  Gospel  history.  In  this  able  and  successful 
Work  a  system  of  facts  impossible  to  be  compJetely  understood, 
unless  developed  in  some  such  method,  is  unanswerably  proved  to 
be  true. 

The  very  same  difficulties  are  found,  and  to  a  greater  degree,  in 
the  Works,  than  in  the  Word,  of  God.  Under  the  impressions, 
made  by  the  former,  the  same  men  become  atheists,  who,  under 
those  made  by  the  latter,  became  deists.  Those,  on  the  contrary, 
who  require  proofs,  and  inconsistencies  with  something  known,  to 
support  or  destroy,  their  belief,  will  admit  the  world  to  be  the  work, 
and  the  Scriptures  to  be  the  word,  of  God.  So  true  is  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  that  a  Nation  of  Theists  must  of  course  be- 
come Revelationists. 

This  method  of  objecting  to  the  Scriptures  will  make  little  im- 
pression on  men  disposed  impartially  and  thoroughly  to  examine, 
and  possessed  of  the  proper  means  of  examination.  Still  there  is 
clanger  from  it  to  you.  Think  not  this  a  censure,  or  a  proof  of 
disesteem.  You  are  young  ;  you  will  tind  difficulties  ;  you  may 
be  perplexed  ;  you  may  doubt.  Every  difficulty  you  will  not  be 
able  to  remove.  Such  as  you  would  be  able  to  remove  you  will 
not  always  find  the  necessary  time  and  means  of  removing.  Incli- 
nation.  industry,  proper  books,  and  able  friends,  may  not  be  easily 
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found.  Study,  therefore,  and  in  season,  so  far  as  you  can,  the  evi- 
dences, by  which  Revelation  is  supported,  and  suffer  nothing  to 
destroy  their  force,  or  to  unsettle  your  faith,  unless  it  clearly  op- 
poses something,  which  is  really  known. 

II.  Another  source  of  danger  to  you  is  the  Confidence,  with 
which  most  Philosophers  assert  their  doctrines,  and  advance  their 
arguments. 

It  is  an  unjust,  yet  it  is  a  common  conclusion  of  the  mind,  that 
confidence  in  asserting  is  as  an  argument  of  knowledge  in  the  assert- 
or.  You  have,  doubtless,  often  heard  observations  like  this. 
"He  must  know,  or  he  would  not  assert  so  strongly  and  confi- 
dently." From  the  advantages  of  education,  which  you  have 
enjoyed,  I  presume  you  have,  however,  adopted  an  opinion  direct- 
ly contrary  to  that  above  specified  ;  and  are  all  ready  to  say,  that 
bold  assertions,  and  confident  airs  of  knowledge  and  wisdom,  are 
of  course  suspicious  ;  and  that,  instead  of  being  influenced  by  them 
to  believe  the  more  readily,  you  should  only  be  induced  to  doubt. 
Still  let  me  inform  you,  there  is  danger  to  you  from  this  source. 
Peremptory  declarations,  bold  assurance,  and  that  appearance  of 
knowledge,  which  defies  opposition,  have  ever  had  no  small  influ- 
ence in  gaining  credit  to  the  doctrines,  which  they  were  in- 
tended to  support.  Youths,  unacquainted  with  the  world,  and 
with  the  arts  and  address  which  are  used  in  it,  and  untaught,  or 
taught  only  by  books,  that,  usually,  assertions  are  roundly  made, 
because  they  are  faintly  believed  by  the  assertor,  as  lies  are  com- 
monly backed  by  oaths  and  curses,  will  not  rarely  imagine,  that 
what  is  so  plumply  said  must  be  true,  or  at  least  highly  probable. 
This  will  happen  especially,  when  the  assertor  is  a  man  of  talents 
and  reputation.  In  such  a  man  vanity  is  not  expected  to  rule, 
prejudice  to  decide,  nor  arrogance  to  dictate.  On  the  contrary, 
he  is  presupposed  to  examine  with  care,  to  assent  only  to  evi- 
dence, and  to  assert  from  rational  conviction.  It  would  be  hap- 
py, were  this  preconceived  opinion  verified  by  experience;  but 
most  unhappily  no  opinion  is  more  fallacious.  All  the  prejudices, 
which  are  found  in  ordinary  men  are  often  found  in  those  of  su- 
perior minds,  and  not  unfrequently  in  higher  degrees.  To  these 
they  superadd,  in  many  instances,  that  pride  of  talents,  which 
operates  to  a  groundless,  deceitful,  and  let  me  add  contemptible. 
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confidence  in  their  own  decisions,  and  a  magisterial  and  oracular 
method  of  comnniiiicating  them  to  mankind.  Suspect  these  ap- 
pearances, therefore,  wherever  you  find  them,  and  remember, 
that  confidence  of  assertion,  and  airs  of  trmmph,  infer  not  an;y  cer- 
tainty in  the  opinion  declared. 

III.  Another  source  of  the  danger  specified  is  found  in  the  vari- 
ous methods,  used  by  Philosophers  to  persuade  their  readers,  that 
their  opinions  are  embraced  by  the  great  body  of  mankind,  espe- 
cially of  the  ingenious  and  learned. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  History  of  man,  that  vice  has 
always  claimed  a  superiority  over  virtue,  irreligion  and  unbehef 
over  faith.  In  common  life,  no  sooner  does  a  man  enter  boldly 
upon  the  practice  of  vice  and  licentiousness,  than  he  arrogates  to 
himself  a  character  superior  to  that  of  his  sober  companions,  and 
to  his  own  former  character.  A  loose  man  rarely  speaks  concern- 
ing one,  of  more  worth,  without  evident  proofs  of  conscious  superi- 
ority. Virtue,  itself,  if  you  will  take  the  pains  to  examine,  will 
be  found  to  be,  in  his  view,  the  weak  and  inferior  part  of  his 
neighbour's  character,  and  vice  the  great  and  superior  ingredient 
in  his  own.  According  to  this  method  of  estimation,  Satan,  as 
described  in  the  Scriptures,  is  the  most  respectable  being  in  the 
universe. 

The  superiority,  claimed  by  Infidels  over  Believers,  is  not  less 
unfounded  ;  even  if  we  admit  what  few  Christians  would  probably 
admit,  viz.  that  its  foundation  is  not  exactly  the  same.  Christians 
believe,  that  the  Scriptures  are,  and  Infidels  that  they  are  not,  a 
divine  Revelation.  Neither  they,  nor  we,  know  ;  both  classes 
merely  believe ;  for  the  case  admits  not  of  knowledge,  nor  can  it 
be  determined  with  certainty.  The  only  question,  to  be  decided 
between  the  contending  parties,  is  which  believes  on  the  best  evi- 
dence. Infidels  are  believers  equally  with  Christians,  and  merely 
believe  the  contrary  position.  That  faith  therefore,  which  is  best 
supported,  is  the  most  rational,  and  ought  to  confer  the  superiority 
of  character. 

At  the  present  time,  a  new  engine  is  abundantly  employed  to 
establish  this  distinction  in  favour  of  Infidels.  It  is  boldly  asserted, 
that  the  world  has  hitherto  lain  in  a  state  of  ignorance  and  in- 
fancy; that  it  has  been  chained  by  authority,  and  influenced  bv 
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superstitipn,  but  that  it  has,  at  the  present  time,  broken  at  once  its 
bonds,  roused  itself  into  manl}  exertion,  and  seized  intuitively  upon 
the  whole  system  of  truth,  moial,  political,  and  natural.  Of  this 
mighty  and  propitious  change  in  the  aflairs  of  man  Infidel  Phi- 
losophers claim  to  be  the  soli  authors.  Hence  the  chaiacter  of 
ingenious  and  learned  is  challenged  as  being  in  a  sense  their  ex- 
clusive property, 

I  cheerfully  admit.  Young  Gentlemen,  that  many  Infidels  have 
been  ingenious  men ;  that  some  of  them  have  been  learned  men  ; 
and  that  a  few  of  them  have  been  great  men.  Hume,  Tindal,  and 
a  few  others,  have  been  distinguished  for  superior  strength  of 
mind,  Bolingbroke  for  eloquence  of  the  pen,  Voltaire  for  brillian- 
cy of  imagination,  and  various  others  for  respectable  talents  of 
different  kinds.  But  I  am  wholly  unable  to  form  a  list  of  Infiilels, 
which  can,  without  extreme  disadvantage,  be  compared  with  the 
two  Bacons,  Erasmus,  Cumberland,  Stillingfleet,  Grotius,  Locke, 
Butler,  Newton,  Boyle,  Berkeley,  Milton,  Johnson,  &;c.  In  no 
walk  of  genius,  in  no  path  of  knowledge,  can  Infidels  support  a 
claim  to  superiority,  or  equality  with  Christians. 

Nor  am  I  less  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  ingenious  men  have 
lately  made,  and  are  still  making,  many  improvements  in  science 
and  in  arts.  Unhappy  would  it  indeed  be,  if,  after  all  the  ad- 
vances of  preceding  ages,  the  present  should  be  unable  to  ad- 
vance at  all ;  if  no  additional  truth  should  be  discovered,  and  no 
erroneous  opinion  detected.  But  what,  let  me  ask,  would  have 
been  our  situation,  had  these  and  many  other  able  men,  of  past 
ages,  never  lived  ?  How  much  of  all,  which  we  know,  is  contain- 
ed in  their  works,  and  derived  solely  from  their  talents  and  la- 
bours ?  Can  it  be  just,  can  it  be  decent,  to  forget  the  hand  that 
feeds  us,  and  to  treat  with  contempt  those,  without  whose  assist- 
ance we  should  have  been  savages  and  blockheads  ? 

That  the  world  has  materially  changed,  and  is  still  changing,  in 
many  important  particulars,  cannot  be  questioned  ;  but  whether 
these  particulars  are  either  profitable,  or  honourable,  may  well 
be  questioned.  That  the  knowled<.e,  or  the  happiness,  of  man- 
kind has  been  increased  by  the  change  is  yet  to  be  proved. 
We  have  not  yet  put  off  the  harness,  and  our  time  for  rational 
hoastins  is,  therefore,  not  arrived.     When  some  of  the  favourite 


SER.  XX.]  IXFIDEL  PHILOSOPHY.  35 1 

dogmas  of  modern  times  have  been  better  supported  by  argu- 
ments, and  received  a  more  auspicious  sanction  from  experience, 
there  will  be  evidence  in  their  favour,  which  hitherto  has  not  ap- 
peared. 

You  will  easily  see.  from  what  has  been  said,  that,  when  Infidel 
Philosophy  is  asserted  to  be  embraced  by  the  great  body  of  the 
learned  and  ingenious,  nothmg  more  is  intended,  than  to  assert  the 
superior  character  of  Infidels  to  Christians  ;  not  a  superiority 
arising  from  native  talents,  or  from  attainments,  but  from  Infideli- 
ty. It  is  not  intended,  that  learned  and  ingenious  Christians  have 
been  convinced  and  become  Infidels,  but  that  Christians  are  of 
course  destitute  of  learning  and  ingenuity  ;  and  Infidels  of  course 
possessed  of  both.  The  real  weight  of  this  argument  I  leave  to 
your  decision. 

Allowing,  however,  the  whole  of  what  is  thus  asserted,  no  argu- 
ment will  be  furnished  by  it  against  Christianity.  The  most  ex- 
tensive prevalence  of  a  system  is  no  proof  of  its  truth.  Heathen- 
ism formerly  overspread  the  world,  and  numbered,  as  its  votaries, 
nearly  all  the  learned  and  unlearned  of  the  human  race.  Was  it 
therefore,  a  system  of  truth  ?  The  Aristotelian  Philosophy  pre- 
vailed among  all  the  learned  men  in  Europe,  for  two  thousand 
years.  Would  you,  therefore,  embrace  it?  When  Galileo  re- 
ceived the  Copernican  system,  almost  all  the  learned  and  unlearn- 
ed disbelieved  it.     Was  it  therefore  false? 

When  Christianily  first  began  its  progress,  it  could  boast  of  only 
twelve  poor,  uneducated  men  as  its  champions,  with  perhaps  less 
than  one  thousand  followers.  By  the  labours  of  this  little  band  it 
overturned,  in  less  than  three  centuries,  most  of  the  superstition, 
power,  policy,  learnmg,  and  philosophy,  of  the  known  world. 
By  the  labours  of  Luther,  Melancthon,  Zuingle,  and  Calvin,  it 
rose  again  from  extreme  depression,  in  the  face,  and  against  the 
strength,  of  the  most  formidable  power,  which  the  world  has  ever 
seen.  Should  it  again  return  to  the  same  depression,  it  will  again 
rise  on  the  ruins  of  all  its  enemie-.  Every  promise,  made  to 
Christians,  has  been  hitherto  exactly  fulfilled.  Those,  which 
respect  periods  yet  to  come,  will  receive  the  same  faithful 
completion. 

Yet  such  is  the  character  of  m^n,  and  cspec'ally  in  his  youth. 
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that  you  will  feel  the  influence  of  this  triumphant  assertion.  You 
will  feel,  at  times,  in  danger  of  being  left  alone,  and  at  least  of 
being  deserted  and  opposed  by  genius  and  knowledge ;  and  will 
naturally  shrink  from  a  combat,  in  which  skill,  strength,  and  num- 
bers are  imagined  to  be  enrolled  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  I 
have  only  to  observe  further,  that  your  choice  of  Christianity  will 
not  be  less  wise,  because  numbers  oppose  it,  nor  your  salvation 
less  complete,  because  it  is  not  obtained  by  Infidels.* 

IV.  Another  source  of  this  danger  is  the  Contempt  and  Ridi- 
cule, with  which  Christianity  is  opposed. 

Contempt  is  the  spirit,  and  ridicule  the  weapon,  with  which 
Christianity  has  long  been  principally  opposed.  In  this  Lord 
Shaftesbury  led  the  way  ;  or,  perhaps  more  properly,  he  gave  a 
peculiar  countenance  and  support  to  this  method  of  attacking 
Christianity,  by  advancing  tlic  remarkable  opinion,  that  Ridicule 
is  the  test  of  Truth.  In  pursuingthis  doctrine  he  himself  is  unwarily 
led  to  declare,  that  this  very  Ridicule  must  be  brought  to  the  test 
of  Reason,  or  Argument.  The  whole  train  of  Infidel  Philoso- 
phers, whatever  may  have  been  their  opinion,  have  harmonized 
with  him  in  the  practice.  Voltaire,  who  regarded  all  means 
alike,  provided  they  would  aid  the  accomplishment  of  his  own 
ends,  writes  thus  to  his  friend,  D'Alembert,  '•  Render  those 
pedants,  (i.  e.  divines)  as  enormously  ridiculous  as  you  can. 
Ridicule  will  do  every  thing.  It  is  the  strongest  of  all  weapons. 
A  bon  mot  is  as  good  a  thing  as  a  good  book." 

I  do  not  deny,  that  ridicule  may  be  properly  used  in  certain 
cases  ;  but  1  wholly  deny  the  propriety  of  using  it  to  decide  any 
serious  concern  of  mankind.  A  proud  and  vain  man  will  always 
affect  and  express  contempt  for  all,  who  differ  from  him,  and  es- 
pecially for  those,  who  oppose  him;  and  for  all  the  arguments, 
adduced  against  his  opinions,  especially  for  those,  which  he  is 
unable  to  confront  with  arguments  of  superior  force.  But  pride 
and  vanity  are  foolish  passions,  and  uniformly  lessen  the  ability  of 
a  man  either  to  discover,  or  to  receive,  moral  truth.  Prejudice 
is  proverbially  acknowledged  to  be  a  potent  hindrance  to  the  dis- 

''  To  young  men  inclining  to  Infidelity  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  a  careful,  and 
serious  consideration,  of  two  passages  of  Scripture :  one  Hob.  vi.  4 — 8  ;  the  other. 


SER.  XX.j  INFIDEL  PHILOSOPHY.  353 

covery,  and  the  reception,  of  truth  ;  and  pride  begets  the  strong- 
est of  all  prejudices.  In  itself  it  is  gross  misjudging,  mistake,  and 
folly  ;  and  in  its  etfects  it  involves  a  host  of  follies  and  mistakes. 
Hence  the  Wisest  of  all  men,  from  profoimd  acquaintance  with 
the  nature  of  man,  lias  declared,  that  "  the  Rod  of  pride  is  in  the 
mouth  of  the  foolish." 

The  cause,  which  needs  these  weapons,  cannot  be  just ;  the 
doctrine,  which  cannot  be  supported  without  them,  must  be  false. 
All  men,  when  pressed  with  argument,  and  trembling  through  fear 
of  being  convicted  of  error,  resort,  of  course,  to  such  means  of 
defence,  or  of  attack,  as  are  in  their  power.  When  reasons  fail, 
ridicule  is  still  left ;  and  he  who  cannot  disprove,  can  still  in- 
quire with  arrogance  and  disdain,  "  What  will  this  Babbler  say  ?•" 
Over  the  cool  and  modest  opponent  he  will  feel  a  superiority  of 
spirit,  if  not  of  argument ;  and  will  quit  the  field  with  the  stride  of 
triumph,  and  the  consciousness  of  that  victory,  for  which  he  con- 
tended. His  capital  object  is  attained.  He  has  not,  it  is  true, 
repelled  his  adversary  ;  but  he  has  claimed  a  triumph  over  him  ; 
he  has  not  defended  his  own  ground  ;  but  he  has  not  been  forc- 
ed to  acknowledge  himself  defeated. 

Unworthy  and  unsatisfying  as  this  method  of  attacking  Chris- 
tianity appears,  and  in  spite  of  the  strong  presumptions  against  a 
cause,  which  has  ever  needed  and  resorted  to  it,  you  will  find  no 
small  danger  from  these  very  weapons.  You  will  dread  to  be- 
come the  objects  of  scorn,  and  to  be  wounded  by  the  shafts  of  de- 
rision. You  will  be  afraid  to  declare  yourselves  friends  to  a 
cause,  which  has  been  the  standing  jest  of  so  many  men  of  wit, 
and  which  has  been  so  often  and  so  publicly  holden  up  to  sys- 
tematized contempt ;  to  which  insult  is  merit,  and  mockery  a 
fashion. 

Young,  novices  in  human  affairs,  doubtful  of  your  own  strength, 
partially  acquainted  with  this  great  controversy,  ardently  covet- 
ing esteenv,  and  trembling  at  the  approach  of  disreputation,  you 
will  need  no  common  share  of  fortitude,  no  frequent  degree  of 
self-command,  to  stand  the  shock,  to  examine  the  true  character 
of  the  contending  parties,  and  to  discern  the  real  nature  of  the 
conflicting  causes.  Could  you  assume  this  fortitude,  and  accom- 
plish this  examination,  the  danger  would  vanish  ;  but  you  will  br 
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assailed  so  often,  and  so  powerfully,  that,  perplexed  before  by  the 
arguments,  which  I  have  mentioned,  you  will  be  in  imminent  ha- 
zard of  yielding  yourselves  a  prey,  to  avoid  the  fatigues  of  an  arf 
duous  and  unremitted  contest,  and  to  shun  the  assaults  of  an  ene- 
my, who,  not  only  points  his  arrows  with  steel,  but  dips  them  in 
poison. 

V.  Another  source  of  this  danger  is  the  actual  Bias  of  the  world 
towards  Infidelity. 

The  natural  propensity  of  man,  as  exhibited  by  the  Scriptures, 
and  as  proved  by  all  experience,  is  a  propensity  to  sin.  The 
conviction  of  this  truth  has  spread  through  mankind,  in  every 
age,  and  in  every  country.  Their  religions  have  all  been  steadi- 
ly employed  to  e:.;piate  it,  their  laws  and  education  to  restrain  it, 
their  conversation  and  their  histories  to  recount  its  effects.  Sin 
and  Infidelity  are  mutually  causes  and  efTects.  Sin  demands  and 
prompts  to  Infidelity,  as  its  justification  ;  Infidelity  warrants,  en- 
courages, and  defends  sin.  Sin  derives  its  peace  and  security 
from  Infidelity  ;  Infidelity  its  reception,  support,  and  friends,  from 
sin.  Thus,  in  every  age,  there  is  a  natural  bias  in  man  to  in- 
fidelity. 

This  bias  possesses,  at  different  periods,  different  degrees  of 
strength.  Numbers,  men  in  power,  men  of  popular  characters, 
men  of  great  talents,  contribute,  by  turns,  to  the  general  curren- 
cy of  vice,  or  virtue,  of  truth,  or  falsehood.  From  these  and  va- 
rious other  causes,  it  becomes  fashionable,  at  times,  to  be  grave, 
decent,  moral,  and  even  religious ;  and,  at  times,  to  be  dissolute, 
licentious,  and  gross. 

The  fashionable  bias  of  the  present  time  will  be  readily  ac- 
knowledged to  be  unfavourable  to  Christianity.  Beside. the  in- 
fluence of  a  long  progress  in  vice,  since  the  Reformatiori.  and  the 
revival  of  Religion  consequent  upon  it,  a  progress  loudly  pro- 
claimed by  Infidels,  as  well  as  by  Christians;  beside  the  influence 
of  all  the  incessant  attacks,  made  upon  Religion  and  Virtue  by 
Philosophers  ;  the  present  singular  convulsion  of  Europe  has  had 
a  most  malignant  efficacy  on  this  subject.  At  no  period  has  the 
human  mind  discovered  such  impatience  of  moral  restraint,  brok- 
en with  so  bold  a  hand  the  bonds  of  duty,  or  defied  in  such 
haushtv   terms  morals,  relitjion.    uud    the  government  of  God. 
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Were  the  present  a  proper  occasion,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  the 
connection  between  such  a  convulsion  and  the  general  demorali- 
zation of  the  human  race,  the  depression  of  virtue,  and  the  sub- 
version of  human  happiness.  Suffice  it  to  say,  here,  that,  did  not 
the  evil  furnish  a  cure,  from  its  own  bowels,  did  it  not  prove,  by 
what  it  has  already  effected,  that,  within  a  little  period  of  its  pro- 
gress, it  will,  if  unrestrained,  convert  man  into  a  savage,  and  the 
world  into  a  desert,  its  final  mischief  to  the  cause  of  Christianity 
could  not  be  calculated.  Circumstanced  as  it  is,  it  has  filled 
every  Christian,  every  friend  of  the  human  race,  every  sober 
man,  with  serious  alarms,  not  for  the  permanence  of  Christianity, 
but  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  the  safety  of  every  right,  and  the 
existence  of  every  valuable  interest. 

.  In  your  own  country  the  effects  of  this  convulsion,  and  the 
strength  of  this  bias,  are  less  perceived.  Here  the  friends  of  Re- 
velation greatly  outnumber  its  enemies.  But  even  here  the  evil 
in  a  degree  exists.  Nor  will  its  influence  probably  be  small. 
The  report  will,  in  some  measure,  affect  you  from  abroad.  At 
home,  you  will  see  one  decent  or  doubtful  person,  and  another, 
sliding  slowly  down  the  declivity  of  irreligion,  and  many,  more 
heedless,  or  more  daring,  leaping  at  once  into  the  gulph  beneath. 
Here,  a  companion  will  turn  his  back,  and  walk  no  more  with 
Christ.  There,  a  Parent,  or  Instructor,  will  forsake  him,  having 
loved  the  present  world.  Among  these  will  frequently  be  found 
the  gay,  the  pleasing,  and  the  accomplished;  and  in  some  in- 
stances, the  grave,  the  learned,  and  the  honourable.  On  one 
side,  the  temptation  will  charm  ;  on  the  other  it  will  sanction. 
Allured,  awed,  supported,  perhaps  without  a  friend  at  hand  to 
pluck  you  by  the  arm,  or  to  point  to  you  either  the  danger  or  the 
means  of  escaping  it,  it  can  scarcely  be  hoped,  that  none  of  you 
will  be  destroyed.  Most  of  the  Infidels,  whom  I  have  known, 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  this  cause,  or  to  the  fear  of  ridicule. 

VI.  A  greater  source  of  this  danger,  than  any  which  has  been 
mentioned,  is  a  natural  Bias  in  your  own  hearts  against  Chris- 
tianity. 

You,  like  the  rest  of  men,  are  naturally  attached  to  the  plea- 
sures of  sin.  to  the  unlawful  gratifications  of  passion  and  appetite. 
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Whatever  indulges  this  attachment  will  be  regarded  by  you  with 
connplacency  ;  whatever  restrains  it,  however  necessarily,  or  use- 
fully, will  be  viewed  with  pain.  The  most  powerful,  the  most 
universal,  the  most  constantly  felt,  the  most  difficult  to  be  escap- 
ed, of  all  such  restraints,  is  the  system  of  doctrines,  contained  in 
the  Scriptures.  Civil  Government,  in  a  ditferent  manner,  is  em- 
ployed in  promoting  the  same  end,  and,  at  times,  operates  with  a 
superior  efHcacy.  But  its  influence  is  felt  only  within  certain 
limits,  and  on  particular  occasions ;  whereas  the  Scriptures  ex- 
tend their  influence  to  every  place,  time,  and  action,  seek  out  the 
offender  in  solitude,  as  well  as  in  crowds,  sound  the  alarm  at  mid- 
night, as  well  as  in  the  open  day,  enter  into  the  recesses  of  the  bo- 
som, watch  the  rising  sin,  and  threaten  the  guilty  purpose,  while 
it  is  yet  a  shapeless  embryo.  Hence,  more  than  Civil  Govern- 
ment itself,  it  has  been  maligned,  and  combated,  by  licentious 
men. 

The  restraints  of  Christianity  you,  like  others,  will,  at  times, 
feel  with  impatience  and  pain.  From  this  impatience  will  na- 
turally spring  wishes  to  free  yourselves  from  companions  so  intru- 
sive and  troublesome ;  and  such  wishes  will  naturally  terminate 
in  attempts  to  accomplish  this  freedom.  Of  all  means  to  this  end 
the  most  obvious,  the  most  easy,  the  most  effectual,  is  disbelief. 
To  disbelief,  therefore,  you  will  be  strongly  inclined ;  and  much 
care,  resolution,  and  fidelity  to  yourselves,  will  be  necessary  to 
resist  the  influence,  and  avert  the  danger,  of  this  inclination. 

In  this  and  in  every  case,  in  which  man  is  placed,  assistance 
may  be  given,  the  mind  may  be  strengthened,  and  safety  may  be 
obtained,  by  the  proper  use  of  such  means,  as  are  furnished  by 
the  Providence  of  God.  From  me,  with  more  propriety  than 
from  most  others,  you  may  justly  expect  such  assistance.  To 
you  I  stand  in  a  near,  important,  and  parental  relation.  I  have 
gone  before  you  through  the  same  course,  have  felt  the  same 
danger,  and  have  been  strongly  tempted  by  means  of  them  to 
yield  myself  a  prey  to  this  unhappy  Philosophy.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  indifferent  to  the  dangers  of  others,  especially  of  you,  my 
pupils,  my  children.  Nor  can  1  be  more  properly  employed,  on 
this  the  last  opportunity  allowed  me  of  rendering  to  you  my  of- 
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ficial  duty,  than  in  endeavouring  in  so  interesting  a  case  to  com- 
muiiicate  to  you  the  means  of  strength  and  safety.  This,  you 
will  remember,  was  the 

Third  thiiiij,  proposed  in  this  discourse,  viz.  to  attempt  to  dis- 
suade you  from  }  leldiiig  yourselves  a  prey  to  this  Philosophy. 

Many  dissuasives  from  this  conduct  are,  I  trust,  already  sug- 
gested to  you  in  the  account,  already  given  of  this  Philosophy. 
A  reception  of  such  doctrines,  and  an  union  with  such  men,  can- 
not be  supposed  as  rational,  or  expedient.  No  one  of  you  would, 
in  a  cool  moment  of  deliberation,  consent  either  to  such  belief,  or 
to  such  conduct.  It  will  be  yours  to  decide,  that  your  judgment 
shall  not  bow  to  inclination  and  prejudice. 

In  addition  to  the  dissuasives  already  suggested  let  me  urge, 
in  the 

I.  Place,  as  a  strong  reason  to  prevent  you  from  embracing  In- 
fidel Philosophy,  its  continually  changing  character. 

Truth  is,  at  all  times,  and  with  respect  to  all  things,  of  an  un- 
changeable nature.  Every  change  of  doctrines  furnishes  intuitive 
certainty,  that  either  the  doctrine  which  is  renounced,  or  the  doc- 
trine which  is  assumed,  is  false.  This  changeable  character  is 
eminently  the  character  of  this  Philosophy.  Among  the  ancients 
it  was  a  mere  wind  of  doctrine,  varying  through  all  the  points  of 
the  compass.  Among  the  moderns,  also,  it  has,  cameleon-like, 
appeared  of  many  colours.  Lord  Herbert  published  it  under  the 
form  of  Natural  Religion.  This  he  insisted  on,  in  strong  and  so- 
lemn terms  as  a  sum  of  duties  indispensable  ;  and  declared,  that 
men  were  wholly  accountable  for  the  discharge  of  them,  and  that 
according  to  their  fulfilment,  or  neglect,  of  them  they  would  be 
judged  and  rewarded.  Yet  even  he  sapped  the  foundation  of  his 
whole  system,  by  undermining  moral  obligation,  and  removing 
guilt  from  sin.  Him  several  succeeding  writers  appeared,  in  a 
degree,  and  at  times,  disposed  to  follow ;  but  even  they,  with 
most  others,  fell  speedily  into  mere  Infidelity  :  i.  e.  they  be- 
lieved neither  Natural  nor  Revealed  Religion.  Of  course,  they 
left  themselves  without  law,  obligation,  or  duty.  The  system 
now  became  a  system  of  mere  objection.  According  to  it,  Chris- 
tianity was  false,  and  nothing  else  was  true  :  i.  e.  they  substituted 
nothing,  as  a  rule  of  duty,  in  its  place*     In  the  mean  time,  they 
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in  a  degree,  and  their  followers  in  a  greater  degree,  by  insinuation, 
assertion,  and  argument,  iustified  the  indulgences  of  passion  and 
appetite,  and  exhibited  them  ds  the  true,  the  chief,  and  even  the 
only,  good  of  man.  From  this,  which  may  be  called  ihe  Animal 
system  of  Morals,  the  lext  gradation  was  the  doctrine  of  the  Pyr- 
rhonists  and  New  Academics,  usually  termed  Scepticism.  This 
was  the  favourite  doctrine  of  Mr.  Hume,  and  is  exhibited  by  him 
as  the  summit  of  human  attamments.  Nor  did  the  contradiction, 
which  attends  the  very  reception  of  this  doctrine,  at  all  startle  his 
sagacious  mind,  shocked  as  ic  was  by  the  bare  idea  of  a  miracle. 
From  this  step  but  one  advancement  remained,  viz,  downright 
Atheism.  This  is  now  the  most  general,  and  the  most  approved, 
Infidel  Philosophy.  "  Deism,"  says  a  modern  Infidel  writer,  "  is 
but  the  first  step  of  Reason  out  of  Superstition  (i.  e.  out  of  Re- 
vealed Religion.)  No  person  remains  a  Deist,  but  through  want 
of  Reflection,  timidity,  passion,  or  obstinacy.'  Time,  experience, 
and  an  impartial  examination  of  our  ideas,  will  undeceive  us,'' 
(i.  e.  make  us  Atheists.)  "  The  Supreme  Being,"  says  Anachar- 
sis  Cloots  (the  Reporter  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction 
to  the  French  National  Convention)  in  an  official  Report  of  that 
Committee,  "■  (he  Eternal  Being,  is  no  other  than  Nature  uncreat- 
ed and  uncreatable  ;  and  the  only  Providence  is  the  Association 
of  mankind  in  freedom  and  equality.  Man,  when  free,  wants  no 
other  Divinity  than  himself.  Reason  dethrones  both  the  Kings 
of  the  earth,  and  the  Kings  of  heaven.  No  Monarchy  above,  if 
we  wish  to  preserve  our  republic  below.  Volumes  have  been 
written  to  determine  whether  a  republic  of  Atheists  could  exist. 
I  maintain,  that  every  other  republic  is  a  chimera.  If  you  once 
admit  the  existence  of  a  heavenly  Sovereign,  you  introduce  the 
wooden  horse  within  your  walls  !  What  you  adore  by  day  will  be 
your  destruction  at  night.  A  people  of  Theists  will  necessarily 
become  Revelationists."  Thus  the  great  body  of  Lord  Herbert's 
followers  espouse  and  maintain  doctrines,  which  he  declared  to  be 
incapable  of  being  received  by  any  man,  who  deserved  the  name 
of  a  rational  being. 

But  all  these  things  cannot  be  true.  If  Natural  Religion  be 
truth,  then  Scepticism  cannot  be  truth  :  the  Animal  system  cannot 
be  truth  :  mere  Infidclitv  cannot  be  truth  :  Atheism  cannot  be 
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truth.  The  very  face  of  this  Philosophy  is,  therefore,  suspicious. 
The  features  are  not  parts  of  the  same  countenance,  and,  when 
seen  together,  present  even  to  the  glancing  eye,  instead  of  beauty 
and  lovehness,  an  incongruous  and  forbidding  deformity. 

The  variance  of  this  Philosophy  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
account,  already  given.  Each  of  these  forms  furnishes  many  di- 
versities and  changes.  Atheism  ilself  is  exhibited  under  many  ap- 
pearances. As  a  total  denial  of  God,  it  is  now  the  atomic,  or 
Epicurean  system  of  things  brought  together  by  an  eternal  cona- 
tus,  or  endeavour,  towards  exertion,  casually  acting  at  a  particular 
unknown  period.  It  is  the  eternal  existence  of  the  world  in  its 
present  form,  and  an  eternal  succession  of  human  generations. 
It  is  a  system  of  chemical  and  mechanical  operations  of  matter  on 
such  an  eternal  world,  which  b)  a  happy  and  mysterious  energy, 
at  some  lucky  moment,  gave  birth  to  thought  and  volition,  which, 
by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances  equally  lucky,  have  since  con- 
tinued themselves.  It  is  the  volcanic  system,  by  which  suns  were 
emitted  from  a  distant  unknown  mass,  the  matrix  of  the  Uni- 
verse;  worlds  from  suns,  and  continents  and  their  furniture  from 
worlds.  As  partial  Atheism,  it  is  Scepticism,  It  is  an  admission 
of  the  being  of  God,  and  a  denial  of  his  Attributes.  It  is  an  ad- 
mission of  his  being,  and  a  denial  of  his  Providence.  It  is  a  denial 
of  a  future  state  of  Man.  It  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the  world, 
or  of  fire,  or  of  all  the  elements,  or  of  an  unknown  Anima  mundi, 
or  soul  of  the  Universe,  as  God.  In  a  word,  it  is  any  thing,  and 
every  thing,  rather  than  an  acknowledgment  of  the  One,  Infinite, 
and  Ail-perfect  Jehovah. 

In  ail  these,  and  in  all  other,  systems  of  Infidel  Philosophy,  the 
difiiculties  and  embarrassments  to  faith  are  lessened  neither  in 
number,  nor  in  degree.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  multiplied, 
and  enhanced,  beyond  calculation.  The  usual  course  of  the  con- 
troversy has  been  this.  Infidels  have  uniformly  attacked,  and 
Christians  merely  defended  ;  Infidels  have  found  difficulties,  and 
Christians  have  employed  themselves  merely,  or  chiefly,  in  remov- 
ing them.  Hence  Infidels  have  naturally  felt,  and  written,  as  if  the 
difficulties  lay  solely  on  the  Christian  side  of  the  debate.  Had 
Christians,  with  more  worldly  wisdom  carried  their  arms  into  the 
fortresses  of  their  antagonists,  tbev  would  Ions  since,  and  ven," 
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easily,  have  proved  them  to  be  every  where  weak  and  untenable, 
the  sheds  only,  and  pens,  of  occasional  marauders. 

In  embracing  such  a  Philosophy  what  sati&faclion  can  be  found, 
what  resting  place  for  the  mind  ?  To  Philosophers  it  has  plainly 
furnished  none  ;  for  they  have  retfeated,  and  wandered,  from  one 
residence  to  another;  and  have  thus  proved,  that  they  have  dis- 
covered no  place,  where  they  could  permantMitly  and  comfortably 
abide.  You  will  (eel  even  more  unsettled.  You  feel  that  you  are 
rational  and  immortal,  that  your  interests  are  therefore  immense 
and  inestimable,  and  that  an  effectual  provision  for  them  demands, 
and  will  repay,  every  care,  and  every  exertion.  To  a  mind,  thus 
circumstanced,  uncertainty  is  corroding  and  intolerable  ;  anii  from 
a  system  thus  fluctuating  nothing  but  uncertainty  can  be  gained,  or 
hoped.  Wretched  must  be  the  condition  of  that  mind,  which, 
labouring  with  intense  anxiety  to  discover  a  peaceful  rest  for  an 
unsatisfied  conscience,  and  a  final  home  at  the  close  of  a  weary 
pilgrimage,  finds  within  the  horizon  of  its  view  nothing  but  a 
structure  built  of  clouds,  variable  in  its  form,  and  shadowy  in  its 
substance,  gay  indeed  with  a  thousand  brilliant  colours,  and  roman- 
tic with  all  the  fantastical  diversities  of  shape,  but  bleak,  desolate, 
and  incapable  of  being  inhabited. 

II.  This  Philosophy  presents  no  efficacious  means  of  restraining 
Vice,  or  promoting  Virtue  ;  but  on  the  contrary  encourages  Vice 
and  discourages  Virtue. 

I  have  already  considered  this  subject  at  some  length,  as  the 
Philosophers  themselves  and  their  disciples  were  concerned.  As 
every  person  may  not  transfer  the  argument  from  them  to  himself, 
or  to  others,  it  may  be  useful  to  see  this  application  made,  and 
with  a  degree  of  particularity. 

All  Virtue  is  summed  up  in  Piety  to  God,  justice,  truth,  and  kind- 
ness to  our  fellow-men,  and  the  government  of  our  own  passions 
and  appetites,  commonly  called  self-government,  or  self-denial. 
All  Vice  is  comprised  in  the  dispositions  and  conduct,  opposite  to 
these.  The  only  possible  encouragements  to  Virtue  are  either 
the  pleasure  which  Virtue  gives,  or  the  rewards  which  it  promises. 
The  only  restraints  upon  Vice  are  the  pain  which  it  produces,  or 
the  punishment  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

That  Piety  is  not  encouraged  by  this  Philosophy  will  scarcely 
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need  to  be  proved.  A  great  proportion  of  Infidel  Philosophers 
deny  the  existence  of  God,  and  thus  expunge  not  only  the  obliga- 
tion, but  the  possibility,  of  being  pious. 

Mr.  Hobbes  says  that  all  Religion  is  ridiculous. 

Mr.  Blount  objects  to  prayer  as  a  duty. 

Lord  Shaftesbury  asserts  that  Salvation  is  a  ridiculous  thing. 

Doctor  Tindal,  that  every  Man  must  form  rules  of  duty  for  him- 
self, and  that  these  must  vary  as  circumstances  vary. 

Mr.  Chubb,  that  all  Religions  are  alike,  and  that  it  is  of  no 
consequence  what  Religion  a  man  embraces  ;  and  he  allows  not 
the  least  room  to  believe, 

That  dependence  on  God's  Providence,  trust  in  him,  and  resig- 
nation to  him,  are  any  parts  of  duty,  or  Religion. 

Mr.  Hobbes  asserts,  that  that,  which  is  not  matter,  is  nothing. 

Mr.  Blount  insinuates,  that  there  are  two  independent  and 
eternal  Beings  ;  one  good,  the  other  evil. 

Mr.  Hume,  that  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Universe 
proceeded  from  a  Cause  ; 

That  it  is  unreasonable  to  believe  God  infinitely  wise  and 
good; 

That  what  we  believe  to  be  a  perfection  in  God  may  be  a 
defect. 

Lord  Bolingbroke,  that  God  is  possessed  of  no  moral  Attribute 
discoverable  by  us ; 

That  God  did  not  determine  the  existence  of  particular  men  • 
and 

That  God  concerns  not  himself  with  the  affairs  of  men  ;  or,  if 
he  does,  he  only  regards  collective  bodies  of  men,  and  not  indi- 
viduals. 

Here  we  see  it  directly  taught,  that  if  there  be  a  God,  matter 
is  the  only  God  ;  that  there  is  no  evidence,  that  the  Universe 
proceeded  from  a  Cause  ;  and  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  believe 
it ;  that  God  has  no  discoverable  moral  perfection  ;  that  what  we 
call  moral  perfections,  such  as  holiness,  truth,  justice,  and  good- 
ness, may  be  mere  defects ;  that  God  concerns  not  himself  with 
the  affairs  or  conduct  of  individual  men,  and  of  course  not  with 
the  affairs  of  communities ;  that  he  does  not  even  determine  their 
existence  ;  and  of  course  as  we  came  into  existence  without  him, 
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we  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  We  are  also  taught,  that  Salva- 
tion is  ridiculous,  that  prayer  is  a  fault,  or  sin,  that  dependence, 
trust,  and  resignation,  are  no  parts  of  Religion,  and  that  all  Reli- 
gions are  alike.  Of  course  we  are  taught,  that  there  is  rationally 
no  such  thing  as  piety  ;  no  such  thing  as  a  God,  the  object  of  pie- 
ty ;  or  if  there  is,  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  prove  his  existence  ; 
and,  if  this  be  given  up,  that  he  is  not  a  moral  being  ;  neither  just, 
sincere,  good,  or  holy  ;  of  course  that  he  is  destitute  of  all  amia- 
hleness,  all  desert  of  love,  or  veneration.  To  close  the  scheme, 
we  are  informed  that  all  religions  are  alike,  equally  estimable, 
equally  rational,  equally  useful :  that  the  Religion  of  Carthage, 
and  of  all  other  Heathen  countries,  which  demanded  and  sanc- 
tioned the  butchery  of  human  hecatombs;  the  Religion  of  Egypt, 
which  prostrated  millions  of  reasonable  beings  before  a  calf,  a  cat, 
a  crocodile,  a  duck,  a  frog,  a  rat,  a  leek,  or  an  onion  ;  the  Reli- 
gion of  Babylon,  of  Paphos,  and  of  Hindostan,  which  prostituted 
annually,  as  an  act  of  solemn  public  worship,  virgins  and  matrons 
innumerable  to  the  casual  lust  of  every  traveller,  or  to  the  stated 
brutism  of  a  herd  of  lechers,  selected  for  the  pollution  ;  that  the 
worship  of  an  adulterer,  a  strumpet,  a  butcher,  or  a  thief;  is  the 
same  with  the  pure  and  spiritual  worship  of  the  Infinite  and  Eter- 
nal Jehovah,  the  only  Great,  the  only  Wise,  the  only  Good,  and 
with  the  Religion,  which  prompts  to  love  him  with  all  the  heart 
and  soul,  and  strength,  and  understanding,  and  to  love  our  neigh- 
bour as  ourselves. 

The  manner,  in  which  Infidel  Philosophy  has  regarded  truth, 
iustice,  and  kindness  to  our  fellow-men,  will  be  easily  shown  firom 
their  own  declarations  also. 

Mr.  Hobbes  asserts,  that  a  Ruler  is  not  bound  by  any  obliga- 
tion of  truth,  or  justice,  to  his  subjects,  and  that  he  can  do  no 
wrong ; 

That  a  man,  believing  Christ  in  his  heart,  may  lawfully  deny 
him  before  the  magistrate  ; 

That  every  Man  has  a  right  to  all  things,  and  may  lawfully  got 
them  by  force  if  he  can. 

Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  the  hope  of  rewards,  and  the  fearof  puu- 
ishments,  is  noxious  to  virtue,  and  takes  away  all  motives  to  it. 
(Of  course,  so  far  as  civil  government  operates  on  man,  it  is  nox- 
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ious  to  virtue,  and  takes  away  all  motives  to  it.  Yet  Mr.  Hobbes 
makes  obedience  to  Government,  through  fear,  the  only  virtue, 
or  right  conduct.) 

Mr.  Hume  supports  the  lawfulness  of  suicide  on  this,  as  one 
principal  ground,  that  it  cannot  be  opposed  to  the  will  of  God,  be- 
cause it  takes  place.  Of  course,  whatever  takes  place  is  con- 
formable to  the  will  of  God.  Falsehood,  therefore,  injustice, 
murder,  revenge,  tyranny,  fraud,  and  every  other  crime,  are  con- 
ibrmable  to   the  will  of  God,  for  they  all  take  place. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  teaches,  that  Ambition,  the  Lust  of  Powerj 
Avarice,  and  Sensuality,  may  all  be  lawfully  gratified,  if  they  can 
be  safely  gratified. 

Voltaire  requests  D'Alembert  to  tell  in  his  behalf  a  direct  false- 
hood. 

D'Alembert  informs  Voltaire,  that  he  has  told  this  falsehood. 

In  these  opinions,  truth,  justice,  and  kindness,  to  our  fellow- 
men,  are  plainly  destroyed,  the  obligation  to  them  wholly  remov- 
ed, and  every  violation  of  them  justified.  If  a  man  may  utter 
falsehood,  where  Religion,  or  a  friend,  is  concerned,  he  may  law- 
fully utter  it  on  every  occasion,  and  to  every  person.  If  all  have 
a  right  to  all  things,  none  can  do  any  wrong.  If  that  which  takes 
place,  is  right  because  it  takes  place,  wrong  cannot  take  place. 
If  ambition,  the  lust  of  power,  avarice,  and  sensuality,  may  be 
lawfully  gratified,  when  they  can  be  safely  gratified,  all  crimes 
against  our  fellow-men  may  be  lawfully  perpetrated,  because  all, 
which  are  called  crimes  of  this  nature,  are  merely  gratifications  of 
one  or  other  of  these  passions. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  manner,  in  which  these  Philosophers 
have  considered  self-government. 

Lord  Herbert  declares,  that  men  are  not  hastily,  or  on  small 
grounds,  to  be  condemned,  who  sin  by  bodily  constitution ;  and 

That  the  indulgence  of  lust  and  anger  is  no  more  to  be  blamed, 
than  the  thirst  occasioned  by  the  dropsy,  or  the  sleepiness  produc- 
ed by  tlie  Lethargy. 

Mr.  Hobbes.  that  a  man  may  lawfully  get  all  things  if  he  can. 
Doctor  Tindal,  that  every  man  must  form  for  himself  his  rule  of 
moral  conduct,  and  change  it  as  his  circumstances  change. 
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Mr.  Hume,  that  Female  Infidelity,  when  known,  is  a  small 
thing,  when  unknown,  nothing  ; 

That  Adultery  must  be  practised,  if  we  would  obtain  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  life ; 

That  pride  and  self-valuation  are  virtues  ; 

That  self-denial  and  humility  are  not  virtues,  but  useless  and 
mischievous  ;  that  they  harden  the  heart,  stupefy  the  understand- 
ing, and  sour  the  temper. 

Lord  Bohngbroke  teaches  that  the  sole  foundation  of  modesty. 
is  a  vain  desire  of  showing  ourselves  superior  to  mere  animals. 

That  Adultery,  Incest,  Polygamy,  and  lewdness  of  every  kind 
and  degree,  except  incest  between  the  nearest  relations,  are  war- 
ranted by  the  Law,  or  Religion,  which  he  considers  as  the  only 
Religion,  or  Law,  of  mankind,  &c.  &c. 

These  and  the  preceding  declarations  clearly  and  directly  au- 
thorize the  full  indulgence  of  every  passion  and  appetite,  and  an- 
nihilate the  existence  of  crime,  and  the  possibility  of  virtue.  Yet 
all  these  are  solemnly  taught  as  rules  of  life,  and  as  parts  of  the 
will  of  the  Infinite  God. 

But  this  is  not  all.  They  have  eventually  taught  the  same 
things,  in  assertions  less  direct,  and  yet  by  irresistible  implication 
supporting  the  same  conduct.  The  doctrine,  that  a  Man  is  an 
animal,  or  that  he  is  a  machine,  is  a  complete  subversion  of  mo- 
rality. No  man  ever  believed  an  ox,  a  mill,  or  a  coach-wheel,  to 
be  a  moral  being.  The  same  effects  are  produced  by  the  light 
and  indifferent  manner,  in  which  moral  subjects  are  regarded  in 
many  doctrines  of  these  Philosophers:  as,  when  civil  law  is  made 
the  sole  foundation  of  right  and  wrong,  the  magistrate  the  sole 
judge  of  religious  truth,  and  the  sole  source  of  religious  obligation, 
as  by  Hobbes  and  Shaftesbury  ;  and  when  health,  taper  legs,  and 
broad  shoulders  are  declared  to  be  virtues  by  Hume. 

In  these  and  other  similar  declarations  Philosophers  clearly 
prove,  that  they  are  wholly  indifferent  to  vice  and  virtue,  sin  and 
holiness,  and  to  all  their  amazing  effects.  This  indifference  they 
hold  out  in  a  thousand  forms,  and  with  respect  to  the  great  body 
of  moral  principles.  No  sentiment  is  more  insinuating  than  this. 
None  more  insensibly,  or  surely,  steals  upon  the  heart ;  none 
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more  thoroughly  depraves  the  character ;  none  more  certainly 
conducts  to  misery  and  ruin. 

The  same  wretched  consequence  is  fatally  derived  from  the 
ridicule,  which  they  cast  upon  every  thing  religious,  virtuous,  or 
serious. 

Uiisatisfied,  however,  with  all  these  efforts,  and  convinced,  that 
a  future  state  of  man  must,  if  it  exist,  be  a  state  of  reward  to  vir- 
tue, and  of  punishment  to  sin  ;  that,  if  there  be  a  God,  he  must  be 
present  to  see  every  sin,  and  every  virtue,  and  disposed  to  reward 
the  one,  and  punish  the  other  ;  and  that,  of  course,  there  must  be 
a  judgment,  and  a  recompense  ;  they  have  applied  themselves, 
with  an  industry  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  to  overthrow  the  be- 
lief, and  terminate  the  existence,  of  these  truths. 

Thus  Mr.  Hobbes  declares,  that  that,  which  is  not  matter,  is 
nothing. 

Mr.  Blount,  that  the  Soul  is  probably  material. 

Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  the  hope  of  reward,  and  the  fear  of  pun- 
ishment, cannot  consist  with  virtue. 

Mr.  Collins,  that  the  Soul  is  material  and  mortal. 

Mr.  Chubb,  that  the  arguments  for  the  immortality  of  the  Soul 
are  wholly  unsatisfactory,  and  that  it  is  probably  material ;  and 

That  men  will  not  be  judged  for  their  impiety,  or  ingratitude, 
to  God  ;  nor  for  their  injustice,  or  unkindness,  to  each  other  ;  but 
only  for  injuries  to  the  public  ;  and 

That  even  this  is  uncertain,  and  useless  ; 

Mr.  Hume,  that  the  Soul  of  man  is  a  machine ;  and  that  it  is 
unreasonable  to  believe  an  Intelligent  cause  of  all  things,  &c. 

Lord  Bolingbroke.  that  God  does  not  concern  himself  with  the 
affairs  of  men  at  all ;  or  if  he  does,  he  regards  only  collective  bo- 
dies of  men ; 

That  he  punishes  none  but  through  the  magistrate  ;  and 

That  the  Soul  is  material  and  mortal. 

And  the  National  Convention  of  France, 

That  death  is  an  eternal  sleep. 

Thus  by  Infidel  Philosophy  is  every  hope  taken  away  from 
Virtue,  and  every  fear  from  Vice,  however  multiplied,  or  ahan- 
doned.  This  has  indeed  been  the  sum  of  all  the  purposes  of  this 
Philosophy.     The  belief  and  the  hope  of  future  rewards,  and  the 
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belief  and  the  dread  of  future  punishments,  are  the  substance  of 
all  which  they  call  superstition.  To  remove  these  from  men, 
and  especially  the  latter,  they  have  studied  and  laboured  most  as- 
siduously for  ages. 

Should  they  succeed  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes,  what  must  be 
the  consequences  ?  Men  will  be  left  with  all  the  instructions 
concerning  the  lawfulness  of  vice,  which  have  been  recited,  and 
innumerable  others  of  the  same  nature,  given  by  these,  and  the 
whole  train  of  Philosophers  ;  with  all  the  proofs  of  the  insigni- 
ficance and  the  non-existence  of  virtue ;  with  the  general  license 
to  plunder,  to  defraud,  to  deceive,  and  to  pollute  ;  and  with  no 
other  restraint  but  civil  law,  or  private  honour  :  Law,  which  can- 
not know  one,  in  a  hundred,  of  the  crimes,  which  men  commit : 
Honour,  which  even  in  a  Christian  state  of  society,  sustained  by 
many  virtuous  men,  and  strengthened  by  prevailing  moral  opinions 
auspicious  to  virtue  and  alarming  to  vice,  will  not  either  restrain,  or 
regard,  one  crime  in  a  thousand  :  Honour,  which,  in  the  state  of 
Society  thus  accomplished,  amidst  rulers,  Philosophers,  and  other 
men  of  influence,  thoroughly  initiated  in  these  doctrines,  and 
amidst  the  universal  depravity  of  communities,  would  know  no 
distinction  between  virtue  and  convenience,  between  crimes  and 
disagreeables.  How  soon  would  law  and  government  lose  that 
authority  and  energy  which  are  now  chiefly  sustained  by  appeals 
to  the  presence,  the  will,  and  the  agency,  of  a  Ruler  all  present, 
all  powerful,  and  unchangeably  and  infinitely  opposed  to  every 
iniquity  ?  How  soon  would  man,  ceasing  to  reverence  his  God, 
cease  to  regard  his  neighbour?  How  soon  would  every  moral, 
every  natural,  tie  be  dissolved,  every  motive  to  justice,  truth,  and 
benevolence,  be  lost,  and  every  attempt  to  confine  passion  and 
appetite  within  any  bounds  be  forgotten  ?  Virtue  and  Vice,  as 
objects  of  human  esteem,  would  change  their  places,  and  their 
characters.  Pride  would  then  be  real  virtue,  the  Lust  of  power 
real  greatness,  and  Avarice  real  honour.  The  seat  of  Justice 
would  be  the  nest  of  plunder  and  robbery,  and  the  edifices  of 
learning  cells  of  studied  iniquity,  where  methodized  sin  would  be 
the  science,  and  sagacious  perpetration  the  art.  The  private 
dwelling  would  be  converted  into  a  brothel,  and  the  venerable 
matron  and  the  snowy  virgin  would  change  characters  with  the 
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bawd  and  the  stiumpet ;  and  the  purity,  the  happiness,  and  the 
hopes,  of  mankind,  would  be  buried  under  a  promiscuous  and  uni- 
versal concubinae;e. 

Were  Philosophy  less  exceptionable  in  its  doctrines,  and  less 
favourably  inclined  to  vice,  still,  in  its  attempts  to  restrain  vice, 
and  encourage  virtue,  it  would  be  totally  weak  and  inefficacious. 
Every  Individual  Philosopher  utters  many  errors  with  the  same 
breath  and  in  the  same  discourse,  in  which  he  utters  also  some 
truths.  Every  individual  contradicts,  ridicules,  and  calumniates, 
every  other  individual ;  and  every  sect  every  other  sect.  Thus 
truth  and  falsehood  come  from  the  same  mouth  with  equal  gravi- 
ty and  force ;  and  the  contrary  systems  of  the  combatants,  are 
on  the  one  hand,  derived  from  sources  equally  respectable,  and, 
on  the  other,  are  equally  the  objects  of  obloquy  and  derision,  mu- 
tually and  successfully  employed.  As  teachers,  they  have  no  au- 
thority, possess  no  power,  can  employ  no  sanction,  and  promise 
no  reward.  The  only  support  of  their  systems  is  argument ;  of- 
ten so  abstruse,  as  to  be  understood  imperfectly  by  themselves, 
and  not  at  all  by  most  men  ;  often  so  weak  and  futile,  as  to  pro- 
duce no  effect,  beside  contempt  and  ridicule ;  often  so  opposed 
by  contrary  arguments,  as  to  be  left  without  force,  or  influence  • 
and  always  so  uninteresting  as  to  be  neither  read,  nor  regarded, 
by  the  body  of  mankind.  This  support  their  example  effectually 
destroys  ;  for  no  man  will  believe,  that  the  Philosophy,  which 
when  heartily  embraced  does  not  render  its  author  better,  but 
leaves  him  worse,  than  multitudes  of  those,  who  are  without  it, 
can  be  either  useful  or  true. 

The  single  phrase — Thus  sailh  the  Lord, — comes  home  to 
every  serious  man,  with  a  force  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  all 
which  Philosophers  have  ever  said,  or  will  ever  say.  The 
Teacher,  here,  can  neither  be  deceived,  nor  deceive.  His  au- 
thority to  enjoin,  his  knowledge  to  discern,  his  disposition  and  his 
power  to  reward  obedience  is  immutable  and  boundless.  Here 
something  is  presented  to  the  mind,  of  sufficient  importance  to 
arrest  its  attention,  to  rouse  its  hopes,  and  to  command  its  efforts. 
To  disobedience  the  same  attributes  present  a  combination  of 
motives,  efficacious  to  alarm,  and  to  deter.     In  the  full  view  of 
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these  attributes,  sin  is  perpetrated  only  with  a  trembling  hand, 
and  an  aching  heart. 

But  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts,  which  Philosophy  can  make  to 
dissuade  men  from  vice,  the  single  human  conclusion  will  ever 
be,  "  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die."  Some  of  the 
ancients,  at  times,  made  efforts  of  this  nature ;  but  they  were 
sickly  in  their  origin,  and  momentary  in  their  operations  ;  with- 
out energy,  and  without  effect ;  an  amusement  to  the  fancy,  but 
not  a  melioration  of  the  heart.  The  modern  Philosophy,  uninter- 
ested in  the  subject,  or  discouraged  by  the  attempts  of  its  prede- 
cessors, has  joined  in  the  general  cry,  and  determined  to  encour- 
age and  sanction  this  limited  pursuit  of  good.  Its  doctrines,  its 
arguments,  its  examples,  have  hcensed  and  defended  guilty  plea- 
sure, pleasure  confined  to  the  present  life,  the  pleasure  of  sinners, 
the  pleasure  of  animals.  Before  its  pestilential  breath,  as  man 
before  the  Simoom  of  Nubia,  truth,  virtue,  and  happiness,  have 
sickened,  fallen,  and  died ;  while  vice,  like  the  fabled  Upaz  of  Java, 
has  in  the  same  rank  atmosphere  vigorously  diffused  its  branches, 
shot  up  its  infant  stems,  and  corrupted  and  destroyed,  around  it, 
whatever  had  the  principles  or  the  promise  of  life. 

3.  Infidel  Philosophy  has  not  hitherto  been  able  to  support  it- 
self, nor  to  make  any  serious  impression  on  the  evidence  of  the 
Divine  Origin  of  the  Scriptures. 

The  great  proofs  of  the  divine  origin  of  the  Scriptures  have  not, 
I  apprehend,  been  at  all  seriously  affected  by  the  attacks  of  Infi- 
dels. The  Necessity  of  admitting  the  History  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  the  necessity  of  admitting  the  Revelation  of  the  Scriptures, 
arising  from  the  admission  of  the  Scriptural  History;  The  Argu- 
ments from  Prophecy ;  from  Miracles  ;  from  the  Character  of 
Christ;  from  the  Origination  of  the  New  Testament  by  uneducat- 
ed men ;  from  the  Character  and  Conduct  of  the  Apostles ;  from 
the  erection  and  progress  of  Christianity  ;  from  the  Authenticity 
and  Genuineness  of  the  Scriptures  ;  from  their  pure,  harmonious, 
and  sublime  Character  ;  and  from  the  present  state  of  the  Jews  ; 
have  in  no  instance  been  solidly  answered. 

There  is  not,  so  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  any  answer  of  any 
Infidel  to  a  capital  argument  in  support  of  Revelation,  which  has 
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gained  so  great  applause,  or  received,  for  the  time,  so  general 
and  confident  reliance  from  Philosophers,  as  Mr.  Hume's  celebrat- 
ed Essay  on  Miracles.  In  the  Introduction  to  it,  Mr.  Hume  says, 
"  He  Jlaiters  himself,  he  has  discovered  an  argument,  which  will 
prove  an  everlasting  check  to  all  kinds  of  superstitions  delusion.''^ 
But  since  the  Essays  on  the  same  subject  by  Adams,  Campbell, 
Farmar  and  Price,  have  been  published,  and  read,  the  applause 
and  the  reliance  appear  to  be  in  a  great  measure  withdrawn.  I 
have  been  informed,  that  Mr.  Hume  himself  considered  Doctor 
Campbell's  Answer  to  him  as  conclusive  against  him.  If  this 
most  ingenious  performance  of  the  ablest  Infidel,  by  far  the  ablest, 
who  has  hitherto  appeared,  has  been  so  impotent  to  its  purpose, 
the  sufficiency  of  the  rest  may  be  easily  determined. 

There  is,  also,  another  argument,  drawn  from  the  comparative 
character  of  Christians,  and  Infidels,  which  may  be  alleged  with  a 
force,  incapable  of  being  obviated.  The  weight  of  virtue  hag 
been  wholly  on  the  side  of  Christianity.  All  moral  truth  is  fairly 
tried  by  its  influence  on  mankind.  Nothing  can  be  more  proper- 
ly or  more  forcibly  contrasted,  than  the  tendency  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  tendency  of  Infidel  Philosophy;  and 
nothing  can  more  strongly  illustrate  this  contrast,  than  the  oppo- 
site lives  of  Christians  and  Infidels.  The  life  of  St.  Paul,  alone, 
puts  all  Infidelity  out  of  countenance.  The  early  Christians  in 
general,  even  as  represented  by  many  of  their  most  respectable 
enemies,  have  no  parallels  in  the  annals  of  Infidelity.  From  the 
infancy  of  the  Christian  church  to  the  present  time,  in  all  periods 
some,  and  in  most  periods  many.  Christians  have  worn  the  same 
character.  In  our  own  land,  and  in  every  neighbourhood,  may 
be  found  daily  those,  who  adorn  the  human  name  with  all  the  vir- 
tues, which  Infidels  have  at  any  time  professed,  and  with  many  of 
a  superior  kind,  to  which  they  have  never  formed  a  pretension. 
So  evident  is  the  want  of  morals  on  the  part  of  Infidels,  in  this 
country,  generally,  that  to  say — "  A  man  is  an  Infidel" — is  under- 
stood, of  course,  as  a  declaration,  that  he  is  a  plainly  immoral 
man.  On  the  contrary,  to  say — "  A  man  is  a  true  or  real  Chris- 
tian"— is  universally  understood  as  a  declaration,  that  he  is  a  man 
distinguishedly  virtuous.     This  phraseology  has  its  origin  in  the 
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experience,  and  common  sense,  of  mankind,  and  maybe  fairly  as- 
sumed as  complete  evidence  of  the  sentiment  alleged. 

That  this  Philosophy  is  unable  to  support  itself,  is  evident  from 
its  progress.  Philosophers,  as  has  been  remarked,  have,  from 
the  beginning,  changed  continually  the  Infidel  system.  The  doc- 
trines, w^hich  Herbert  and  Tindal  declared  to  be  so  evident,  that 
God  could  not  make  them  more  evident,  were  wholly  given  up, 
as  untenable,  by  Hume ;  and  the  Scepticism  of  Hume  sustained 
no  higher  character  in  the  mind  of  D'Alembert.  Mere  Infidelity 
gave  up  Natural  Religion,  and  Atheism  mere  Infidelity.  Atheism 
is  the  system,  at  present  in  vogue.  What  will  succeed  it,  cannot 
vbe  foreseen.  One  consolation,  however,  attends  the  subject ; 
and  that  is — No  other  system  can  be  so  groundless,  so  despica- 
ble, or  so  completely  ruinous  to  the  morals  and  happiness  of 
mankind. 

The  conduct  of  Philosophers  in  opposing  their  antagonists,  and 
in  supporting  themselves,  has  been  alike,  and  has  alike  evinced 
the  weakness  of  their  cause,  in  both  respects.  Each  effort  has 
had,  as  was  to  be  expected,  its  day  of  applause  and  adoption,  and 
has  then  given  up  its  place,  and  importance,  to  a  succeeding  ef- 
fort. Succeeding  Philosophers,  instead  of  relying  on  the  argu- 
ments, or  systems,  of  their  predecessors,  have  laboriously  devised 
new  ones.  Each  relies  apparently,  and  perhaps  firmly,  upon  his 
own ;  but  is  of  course  forsaken  by  those,  who  come  after  him. 
The  weight,  which  they  have  had,  for  a  time,  has  been  therefore 
casual ;  the  weight  of  novelty,  fashion,  and  currency,  and  the  re- 
sult of  ingenuity  and  celebrity;  not  the  weight  of  truth  and  evi- 
dence, nor  the  result  of  serious  and  permanent  conviction.  Were 
succeeding  Philosophers  satisfied  with  either  the  opposition,  or 
the  doctrines  of  their  predecessors,  they  would  of  course  have  in- 
sisted anew  on  their  arguments,  and  systems ;  explained  more 
fully  the  parts  and  nature  of  each,  and  obviated  the  answers  of 
their  adversaries.  Convinced  of  the  truth  and  rectitude  of  what 
had  been  done  before,  they  would  have  felt  themselves  bound  to 
exert  themselves  in  its  defence.  Natural  Religion,  or  Theism, 
would  now  have  been  the  great  reliance  of  Infidels,  and  all  their 
irguments  would  have  been  directed  to   its  support.     The  Athe- 
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ists  feel,  at  the  present  time,  a  triumphant  confidence  in  the  per- 
manency of  their  system ;  the  Theists,  a  few  years  since,  felt 
equally  satisfied  of  the  continuance  of  theirs.     This  confidence  in 
.both  was  equally  well  founded.     There  is  now  all  the  probabiHty, 
that  those,  who  are  to  come,  will  desert  Atheism,  which  there  was 
a  little  while  since,  that  the  present  system  would  desert  Theism. 
Yet  now  the  French  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  declare, 
that  a  people  of  Theists  will  necessarily  become  Revelationists. 
The  insolence  and  ridicule,  exhibited  universally  by  Infidel 
Writers,  is,  at  least  to   my  view,    a  strong  indication  of  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  weakness  of  their  cause,  and  of  the  insufliciency 
of  their  arguments.     Men  who  feel  their  cause  to  be  good,  and 
their  means  of  support  to  be  strong,  usually  discover  moderation 
and  decency  in  the  management.     A  strong  man  is  usually  mild, 
and  civil ;  a  weak  one,   to  conceal  his  weakness,  is  often  petulant 
and  blustering.     Were   Infidels  satisfied  of  the  goodness  of  their 
cause,  and  the  soundness  of  their  arguments,  they  would  not,  it 
is  presumed,  so  often  resort  to  ridicule  instead  of  reasoning,  nor 
intrench  themselves   behind  insolence  and  contempt,  instead  of 
facts  and  evidence.     In  any  other  case,  this  conduct  would  be 
deemed  a  proof  of  weakness  in  the  cause,  and  of  doubt  in  its  ad- 
vocates.. 

As  the  great  arguments  in  support  of  Christianity  remain  in  full 
force,  it  is  rationally  concluded,  that  they  will  ever  so  remain. 
Infidel  Philosophers,  in  great  numbers,  of  the  utmost  enmity  to 
the  Christian  cause,  of  eminent  industry,  and  of  as  considerable 
ingenuity  as  will  probably  be  found  hereafter,  have  already  ex- 
hausted their  strength  in  their  attacks  on  Revelation.  As  they 
have  hitherto  failed  of  success,  it  is  fairly  presumed,  that  they  will 
finally  fail.  Almost  all  the  topics  of  opposition  have  been  tho- 
roughly explored,  and  the  most  effectual  use  made  of  them, 
which  is  practicable.  Hence  they  will  probably  gain  little  addi- 
tional strength  on  the  side  of  argument.  More  influence,  and 
more  converts,  they  may  not  improbably  gain.  The  present 
time  is  supposed  to  be  marked  in  Prophecy,  as  an  eminent  sea- 
son of  delusion ;  and  the  delusion  has  not,  hitherto,  reached  the 
bounds  predicted.  But  to  gain  these  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  acquirins^  additional  strength  from  reason  and  evidence. 
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To  a  serious  and  candid  man  the  fact,  above  recited,  must  ap- 
pear of  high  importance.  He  cannot  but  see,  that  Christianity 
has  been  attacked  by  a  numerous  host  of  enemies,  ardent,  indus- 
trious, and  ingenious,  through  a  long  period,  with  unremitted  ef- 
forts, and  on  every  side.  No  measure  has  been  left  untried,  no 
means  of  success  unexplored,  and  no  kind  of  hostility  scrupled. 
Its  strength  has  therefore  been  proved.  Such  a  man  will  feel  of 
course,  that  Christianity  must  resist  successfully  every  future  as- 
sault, and  that  it  will  be  early  enough  to  doubt  of  its  firmness, 
when  its  pillars  shall  begin  to  be  shaken,  and  its  foundation  to  be 
undermined. 

4.  Philosophy  will  not,  and  Christianity  will,  increase  your 
comfort,  and  lessen  your  distresses  here,  and  save  you  from  mi- 
sery, and  confer  on  you  happiness,  hereafter. 

From  the  observations  already  made,  you  must  have  clearly 
perceived,  that  Philosophy  furnishes  you  with  no  directory  to  re- 
gulate your  moral  conduct,  no  scheme  of  the  duties  of  life.  As 
pure  Theism,  or  Natural  Religion,  it  teaches  not  a  duty,  which 
is  not  unspeakably  better  taught  by  the  Scriptures  ;  while  it  is 
wholly  ignorant  of  very  many,  which,  when  taught,  are  seen  to  be 
of  the  highest  importance.  It  knows  not,  it  cannot  know,  what 
service,  what  worship,  is  acceptable  to  God,  or  whethej:  any  can 
be  accepted.  It  sees  all  men  to  be  sinners,  and  yet  knows  not, 
that  sinners  can  be  forgiven,  or  reinstated  in  the  character  and 
condition  of  faithful  subjects  of  the  government  of  God.  If  this  be 
possible,  it  knows  not  how,  when,  or  where.  Of  sanctions  to  en- 
force, and  motives  to  encourage  obedience,  it  is  destitute  and  beg- 
gared. To  the  peace,  which  springs  from  the  conscious  perform- 
ance of  duty  it  is  a  stranger ;  and  in  the  joy,  which  flows  from 
hopeful  acceptance  with  God,  it  shares  not,  even  as  a  guest.  Un- 
der these  disadvantages,  you  will  not  wonder,  that  it  lingers  and 
languishes  in  its  course,  and  halts  at  a  distance  from  the  gate  of 
virtue. 

As  mere  Infidelity,  it  teaches  nothing  but  to  contest  all  princi- 
ples, and  to  adopt  none.  As  Scepticism,  it  is  an  ocean  of  doubt 
and  agitation,  in  which  there  are  no  soundings,  and  to  which  there 
is  no  shore.  As  Animalism  and  Atheism  it  completes  the  ravage 
and  ruin  of  man,  which,  in  its  precedmg  forms,  it  had  so  success- 
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fully  begun.  It  now  holds  out  the  rank  Circean  draught,  and 
sends  the  deluded  wretches,  who  are  allured  to  taste,  to  bristle  and 
wallow  with  the  swine,  to  play  tricks  with  the  monkey,  to  rage 
and  rend  with  the  tiger,  and  to  putrify  into  nothing  with  the  herd 
of  kindred  brutes. 

Christianity,  with  an  influence  infinitely  more  benevolent,  en- 
hances the  value  of  your  present  life  beyond  the  search  of  calcu- 
lation. It  informs  you,  that  you  are  the  intelligent  and  moral 
creatures  of  the  All-perfect  Jehovah,  who  made,  who  preserves, 
who  rules  the  Universe,  who  is  present  in  all  places,  who  beholds 
all  things  ;  who  is  eternal  and  immutable ;  infinitely  benevolent, 
infinitely  beneficent ;  the  faithful  friend  of  the  virtuous  ;  the  un- 
changing enemy  of  sin  ;  the  rewarder,  and  the  reward,  of  all  re- 
turning sinners,  who  diligently  seek  him.  In  this  character  it 
presents  to  you  a  direct,  clear,  and  perfect  system  of  rules  for  all 
your  moral  conduct ;  rules  of  thinking,  speaking,  and  acting ; 
rules,  reaching  every  possible  case,  and  removing  every  rational 
doubt.  Here  is  no  uncertainty,  no  wavering,  no  tossing  on  the 
billows  of  anxiety,  no  plunging  into  the  gulph  of  despair.  Your 
path  is  a  straight  and  beaten  way,  and,  were  you  way-faring  men, 
and  fools,  you  need  not  err  therein. 

As  you  pass  through  the  various  stages  of  your  journey,  you 
are  furnished  with  aids  and  motives  infinite,  to  check  your  delays, 
to  recall  your  wanderings,  to  cheer  fatigue,  to  refresh  your  lan- 
guor, to  lessen  your  difficulties,  to  renew  your  strength,  and  to 
prolong  your  perseverance  to  the  end.  Should  you  at  any  time, 
through  ignorance,  inattention,  or  allurement,  dangerously  di- 
verge from  your  course,  a  sweet  and  charming  Voice  behind  you 
cries,  "  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  therein." 

In  the  sublime  character  of  moral  subjects  of  the  All-ruling 
God,  you  are  called  to  a  life  of  obedience  and  virtue.  Sinners, 
indeed,  you  are:  and  as  such,  in  the  eye  of  Natural  Religion  are 
condemned  and  lost ;  but  in  the  Scriptures  you  are  taught,  that  most 
delightful  of  all  truths,  that  you  may  rise  again  to  the  character,  and 
the  blessing,  of  those,  who  have  never  fallen;  and  may  thus  rise  upon 
conditions,  which,  if  guided  by  wisdom,  you  would  yourselves  have 
chosen,  as  the  most  easy,  the  most  reasonable,  the  most  desira- 
ble, of  all  conditions ;  upon  conditions,  which  are  distinguished 
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blessings  in  themselves,  and  the  beginning  of  blessings,  which  will 
multiply  forever.  A  scheme  of  duty  is  proposed  to  you,  and  re- 
quired of  you  ;  but  every  part  of  it  is  at  once  useful  and  delightful. 
From  the  performance  of  it  will  daily  and  infallibly  spring  the 
peace  of  an  approving  mind,  the  dignity  of  conscious  virtue,  the 
retreat  of  gloomy  apprehension,  and  the  dawn  of  radiant  hope, 
the  day-star  of  endless  life. 

Should  you  hereafter  have  families,  your  communication  of  the 
principles,  and  your  practice  of  the  duties,  of  Christianity  will 
beyond  all  things  else,  insure  to  you  domestic  peace  and  prosperi- 
ty. Your  households  will  assume  the  same  dignified  character, 
and  share  in  the  same  requisite  enjoyments.  All  will  love,  es- 
teem, and  befriend,  and  be  loved,  esteemed,  and  befriended. 
Your  interests,  designs,  and  pursuits,  will  be  noble  and  virtuous, 
the  parents  of  concord  and  happiness.  To  the  ties  of  natural  af- 
fection will  be  superadded  the  benevolence,  and  the  brotherly 
love,  of  the  Gospel ;  and  these  will  animate,  refine,  and  exalt 
every  affection,  and  every  purpose,  will  bring  daily  consolation 
and  enduring  joy,  and  will  prove  the  delightful  forerunners  of  fu- 
ture beatitude. 

The  Friends,  who  visit  you,  will  esteem  and  love  you,  for  they 
will  find  in  your  character  something  to  be  esteemed  and  loved. 
They  will  also  be  friends,  of  the  best  character,  will  most  cordial- 
ly return  your  kind  offices,  and  will  most  richly  merit  and  lasting- 
ly retain  your  confidence.  They  will  be  friends  here,  and  friends 
forever. 

To  the  neighbourhoods  around  you,  you  will  be,  and  will  be  es- 
teemed, benefactors  and  blessings.  The  poor,  the  sick,  the  out- 
cast, the  friendless,  and  the  disconsolate,  will  especially,  acknow- 
ledge you  as  their  patrons.  Enemies  you  will  find  ;  for  the  per- 
formance of  your  duty  will  oppose  lust,  and  restrain  corruption  ; 
but  they  will  be  such  enemies,  as,  without  a  total  change  of  their 
character,  a  good  man  would  not  wish  to  be  his  friends.  Every 
vicious  man  will  feel  his  inferiority  to  you  with  pain,  and  experi- 
ence deep  mortification  in  knowing,  that  he  cannot  look  you  in 
the  face  with  a  composed  countenance,  and  steady  eye.  Com- 
pare your  friends  with  your  enemies,  and  you  will  find  nothing  to 
be  regretted . 
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Nor  will  you  be  less  useful  to  your  Country.  Rational  Free- 
dom cannot  be  preserved  without  the  aid  of  Christianity.  Not  a 
proof  is  found  in  the  experience,  not  a  probability  is  presented  to 
the  judgment,  of  man,  that  Infidelit}  can  support  a  free,  and  at 
the  same  time  an  efficient  government.  In  this  country,  the  freest, 
and  the  happiest,  which  the  world  has  hitherto  seen,  the  whole 
system  of  policy  originated,  has  continued,  and  stands,  on  the 
single  basis  of  Christianity.  Good  subjects  have  been  formed 
here  by  forming  good  men  ;  and  none  but  good  subjects  can  long 
be  governed  by  persuasion.  The  learning,  peace,  mild  inter- 
course, and  universally  happy  state  of  society,  enjoyed  here,  all 
own  the  same  origin.  Would  you  preserve  these  blessings  during 
your  own  lives,  would  you  hand  them  down  to  posterity,  increas- 
ing multitudes  of  those  who  are  not  Christians,  and  all  those  who 
are,  with  one  voice  tell  you,  '•  Embrace  Christianity." 

It  is  by  no  means  my  intention,  or  my  wish,  to  flatter  you  with 
hopes  of  unmingled  happiness  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  This  world 
has  ever  been  and  still  is,  a  vale  of  tears.  Want,  pain,  sorrow,  dis- 
ease, and  death,  are  constant  tenants  of  this  unhappy  soil,  and  fre- 
quent inmates  of  every  human  dwelling.  To  aid  the  sufferer,  to 
sustain,  and  to  vanquish,  these  unfriendly  visitors,  Christianity  fur- 
nishes the  peace,  the  patience,  and  the  fortitude  of  virtue,  the 
consciousness  of  forgiven  sin,  and  Infinite  complacency,  and  the 
supporting  hope  of  endless  and  evergrowing  sanctity,  happiness, 
and  glory.  In  every  throbbing  bosom  she  sings,  "  This  light  af- 
fliction, which  is  but  for  a  moment,  is  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  the  glory,  that  shall  be  revealed  hereafter."  The  song  is  the 
song  of  Angels ;  the  voice  is  the  voice  of  God. 

All  these  alleviations  are,  at  a  stroke,  swept  away  by  the  besom 
of  Philosophy.  Like  a  rude,  unfeeling  nurse,  she  approaches  the 
bed  of  pain  and  sickness,  and  tells  the- groaning  sufi'erer,  that  he  is 
indeed  miserable  ;  and  that  he  may  quietly  resolve  to  bear  his 
calamities,  for  they  are  irremediable  and  hopeless.  To  the  des- 
pairing victims  of  want,  infamy,  and  oppression,  she  extends  her 
hand,  empty  of  comfort,  and  passes  by  on  the  other  side.  The 
Parent,  overwhelmed  by  woe  for  the  loss  of  his  only  son,  she  cool- 
ly informs,  that  his  tears  and  his  sighs  are  useless,  for  his  favourite 
has  ceased  from  the  lieht  of  the  living,  and  vanished  forever.     To 


37t>  ^NATURE  AND  DANGER  OF  [SER.  XX. 

the  failing  eye  of  the  poor,  desponding,  and  expiring  wretch  she 
holds  out  her  dark  lantern,  and  as  the  only  consolation  which  she 
can  give,  shows  him  the  sullen  region  of  annihilation,  destined  to 
receive  and  wrap  him  in  eternal  and  oblivious  night. 

You,  with  the  rest  of  men,  must  sutler  woe.  Poverty  may  be- 
tide, shame  may  arrest,  pain  may  agonize,  sorrow  may  sink,  dis- 
ease may  waste,  and  death  will  befal  you.  In  all  these  evils  you 
will  seek  for  consolation,  support,  and  hope.  From  Philosophy 
you  will  find  none.  On  that  solemn  day,  which  is  fast  approach- 
ing, when  you  will  be  extended  upon  the  bed  of  death,  when  the 
physician  has  bidden  you  adieu,  and  your  friends  are  watching  for 
the  parting  gasp,  your  souls  will  cling  to  existence,  will  pant  for 
relief,  and  will  search  the  Universe  for  a  glimmering  of  hope. 
Should  Philosophy  have  been  your  bosom  companion,  and  the 
arm  on  which  you  have  finally  rested,  you  will  then  know  what 
it  is  to  have  renounced  Religion,  to  look  back  on  a  life  of  sin  with 
agony,  and  forward  to  a  world  of  suspense  with  horror.  Chris- 
tianity, sighing  her  last  farewell,  and  dropping  her  parting  tear, 
will  retire  in  silence  and  sorrow,  and  will  mourn  with  deep  com- 
passion, that,  forlorn  and  dreadful  as  was  your  lot,  you  would  not 
suffer  her  to  allay  your  misery,  and  with  the  lamp  of  hope  light 
you  through  your  melancholy  path  into  the  world  of  future  being. 

Religion,  on  the  contrary,  feels,  and  proves,  a  regard  for  the 
sorrows  of  man,  infinitely  more  tender,  soothing,  and  supporting. 
Like  the  fabled  power  of  inchantment,  she  changes  the  thorny 
couch  into  a  bed  of  down,  closes  with  a  touch  the  wounds  of  the 
soul,  and  converts  a  wilderness  of  woe  into  the  borders  of  Para- 
dise. Whenever  you  are  forced  to  drink  the  cup  of  bitterness, 
Mercy,  at  her  call,  will  stand  by  your  side,  and  mingle  sweetness 
with  the  draught ;  while  with  a  voice  of  mildness  and  consolation 
she  will  whisper  to  you,  that  the  potion,  though  unpleasant,  is  ne- 
cessary and  balsamic  ;  that  you  have  diseases  to  be  removed,  and 
morbid  principles  to  be  exterminated  ;  and  that  the  unpalatable 
administration  will  assuredly  establish  in  you  health  immortal. 
The  same  sweetener  of  life  will  accompany  you  to  the  end,  and, 
seating  herself  by  your  dying  bed,  will  draw  aside  the  curtains  of 
eternity,  will  bid  you  lift  your  closing  eyes  on  the  end  of  sorrow, 
pain;  and  care,  and  in  the  opened  gates  of  peace  and  glory  will 
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point  to  you,  in  full  view,  the  friends  of  Christ,  waiting  to  hail 
your  arrival. 

That  Christianity  gives  all  these  blessings,  and  gives  them 
certainly  ;  that  it  produces  no  loss,  and  great  gain,  in  the  present 
world ;  that  it  makes  nothing  worse,  and  every  thing  better  ;  is 
clearly  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  Christian  system.  The 
doctrines,  precepts,  and  promises,  contain  and  secure  all  this,  and 
much  more.  At  the  same  time,  every  Christian  is  a  witness  to 
this  truth.  Every  Christian  has,  by  experience,  known  the  plea- 
sures of  sin,  and,  by  the  same  experience  also,  has  known  the 
pleasures  of  religion.  To  whatever  degree,  therefore,  his  experi- 
ence has  extended,  he  is  a  complete  judge  of  both.  Many,  very 
many  Christians  have  also  fully  enjoyed  the  highest  pleasures  of 
science  and  intellect,  and  are  of  course  unexceptionable  judges  of 
these  pleasures.  But  no  Christian  was  ever  found,  who  for  a  mo- 
ment admitted,  that  any  pleasures  were  to  be  compared  with  those 
of  religion  ;  not  one,  who  would  not  say,  that  for  the  loss  of  reli- 
gion worlds  would  be  a  poor  compensation.  In  every  other  case 
this  evidence  would  be  acknowledged  as  complete.  Nor  is  it 
balanced,  or  lessened,  by  any  contrary  evidence.  Infidels  have 
never  tasted  the  pleasures  of  religion,  and,  in  the  decision  of  this 
question,  are,  therefore,  without  a  voice. 

With  these  blessings  in  view,  you  will,  I  trust  without  a  sigh, 
leave  to  the  Infidel  his  peculiar  gratifications.  In  every  innocent 
enjoyment  you  can  partake  at  least  as  largely  as  he.  You  will 
not,  therefore,  repine,  that  you  cannot  shine,  at  a  horserace,  bet  at 
a  cockpit,  win  at  a  gaming-table,  riot  at  the  board  of  intemperance, 
drink  deep  at  the  midnight  debauch,  or  steal  to  infamous  enjoy- 
ments at  the  brothel. 

But  the  most  important  consideration  is  yet  to  be  suggested  ;  a 
consideration  infinitely  awful  and  glorious.  There  may  be  an 
Hereafter.  There  may  be  a  future  Judgment,  a  future  Retribution. 
The  course  of  Sin,  begun  here,  may  continue  forever.  The  seed 
of  virtue,  sown  in  the  present  world,  and  raised  to  a  young  and 
feeble  stem,  may  be  destined  to  growth  immortal.  The  misery, 
produced  here  by  Sin,  may  be  unceasingly  generated  by  the  same 
wretched  cause,  through  ages  which  cannot  end.     The  peace 
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and  joy,  which  virtue  creates,  during  this  transient  life,  the  same 
illustrious  power  may  expand,  and  prolong,  through  an  ever-en- 
larging progress. 

.  What  the  natural  eye  thus  sees  with  dim  and  probable  vision, 
Christianity,  possessed  of  superior  optics,  discerns,  and  promises, 
with  clear,  prophetic  certainty.  Endless  death  and  endless  life 
are  written  in  full  and  glowing  characters  in  the  book,  sealed  to 
unenlightened  and  unassisted  man  with  seven  seals.  That  book 
a  hand  infinite  and  supreme  unrolls  to  every  humble,  penitent, 
believing  mind,  and  discloses  to  the  enraptured  view  the  page  of 
eternity,  on  which  things  divine  and  immortal  are  pencilled  with 
sun-beams.  A  residence  finished  with  infinite  workmanship,  em- 
ployments pure  and  ravishing,  a  character  completely  dignified 
and  lovely,  companions  the  first  and  best  in  the  universe,  a  sys- 
tem of  Providence,  composed  wholly  of  good,  refining,  ascending, 
and  brightening  forever,  and  a  God  seen,  knoAvn,  and  enjoyed,  in 
all  his  combined  perfection,  are  there  drawn  in  colours  of  light 
and  life. 

In  the  same  volume  is  disclosed  by  the  same  hand  the  immense 
woe,  destined  to  reward  the  perpetration  of  iniquity,  voluntary 
blindness,  and  immoveable  impenitence.  Allured  and  charm- 
ed by  supreme  endearments,  on  the  one  hand,  the  mind  is,  on 
the  other,  equally  awakened  and  alarmed.  Good  and  evil  pass- 
ing conception,  passing  limits,  are  offered  to  the  choice  •,  and  by 
that  choice  alone  the  good  may  be  secured,  and  evil  avoided, 
forever. 

With  respect  to  these  amazing  things.  Philosophy  knows  no- 
thing, threatens  nothing,  promises  nothing.  To  Philosophy  the  in- 
visible world  is  an  unknown  vast,  over  which,  like  the  raven  sent 
out  of  the  ark,  she  wanders  with  a  wearied  wing,  seeking  rest,  and 
finding  none.  To  her  exploring  eye,  the  universe  is  one  immense, 
unfathomable  ocean.  Above,  around,  beneath,  all  is  doubt, 
anxiety,  and  despair.  Her  accounts  are,  like  her  views,  uncer- 
tain and  conjectural  only,  the  foundations  of  no  assent,  no  satis- 
faction. If  you  adhere  to  them,  you  cannot  lose,  and  you  may 
infinitely  gain.  An  infinite  difference  of  possible  good  and  evil, 
therefore,  demands  your  adoption  of  Christianity.     I  need  not 
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place  the  subject  on  higher  ground.  To  every  thinking  man 
there  is,  here,  a  motive  infinite  to  embrace  Christianity,  and  re- 
ject Infidel  Philosophy. 

If  there  is  a  God.  (and  that  there  is,  is  more  certain,  and  evi- 
dent, than  that  there  is  any  being  beside  one's  self,)  he  is  doubt- 
less perfect  in  holiness,  as  well  as  in  power  and  knowledge. 
With  holy  or  virtuous  creatures  he  must  of  course  be  pleased : 
because  holiness  is  obedience  to  his  will,  and  because  it  is  a  re- 
semblance to  his  character.  As  he  must  be  pleased  with  his  own 
character,  so  he  must  be  pleased  with  his  creatures,  whenever 
they  possess  a  character  similar  to  his  own.  That  he  should  not 
be  pleased  to  have  his  will  obeyed  is  impossible.  The  very  sup- 
position, that  the  Ruler  has  a  will,  involves  in  it  necessarily,  that 
he  must  be  pleased  to  be  obeyed.  All  the  doctrines  of  Revela- 
tion, all  the  precepts,  are  summed  up  in  this  memorable  sentence, 
'•  Be  ye  holy,  as  I  the  Lord  your  God  am  holy."  To  accomplish 
holiness,  or  virtue,  in  man  is  the  single  end  of  the  Christian  sys- 
tem. Christianity  therefore  teaches,  enjoins,  and  with  infinite 
motives  pursues,  what  reason  dictates  as  the  highest  wisdom  of 
man.  But,  in  all  this,  Infidel  Philosophy  has  no  part,  nor  lot,  nor 
memorial. 

Thus,  in  every  view,  the  state  and  the  prospects  of  the  Chris- 
tian are  full  of  comfort,  peace,  and  hope,  of  medicines  for  grief, 
and  seasonings  for  joy.  The  present  state  of  the  Infidel  is  desti- 
tute of  both,  and  prospects  he  has  none.  Here,  the  religion  of 
the  Christian  brings  with  it,  in  hand,  worth,  usefulness,  and  digni- 
ty ;  and  hereafter,  in  bright  reversion,  and  through  an  intermina- 
ble progress,  life,  wisdom,  virtue,  happiness,  and  glory.  Philoso- 
phy, on  the  contrary,  adds  to  him,  here,  no  enjoyment,  and  robs 
him  of  the  chief  support  of  suffering ;  and,  beyond  the  grave, 
plunders  him  of  heaven,  and  consigns  him  to  annihilation  and 
despair.* 


*  Since  these  discourses  were  sent  to  the  press,  [in  1 798,]  I  have  seen  a  Work 
lately  published  in  Great  Britain,  and  republished  in  America,  \teitten  by  J,  Ro- 
bison,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Royal  Society  in  that  city,  and  entitled,  A  Conspiracy  against  all  the 
Governments  and  Religions  in  Europe.  In  this  work  the  reader  may  see  the 
dangers  of  Infidel  Philosophy  set  in  the  strongest  light  possible.    He  may  see  a 
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plan  formed,  and  to  an  alarming  degree  executed,  for  exterminating  Christianity, 
Natural  Religion,  the  belief  of  a  God,  of  the  immortality  of  the  Soul,  and  Moral 
obligation;  for  rooting  out  of  the  world  civil  and  domestic  government,  the  right 
of  property,  marriage,  natural  affection,  chastity,  and  decency  ;  and  in  a  word  for 
destroying  whatever  is  virtuous,  refined  or  desirable,  and  introducing  again  uni- 
versal savageness  and  brutism.  All  this  is  to  be  done  under  the  pretence  of  en- 
larged Philanthropy,  and  of  giving  mankind  liberty  and  equality.  By  this  mask 
is  carefully  concealed  the  true  end,  which  is  no  less  than  to  reduce  the  whole  hu- 
man race  under  a  complete  subjugation  to  these  Philosophers ;  a  subjugation  of 
mind  as  well  as  of  bodv. 


SERMON  XXL 


LIFE  A  RACE. 


PREACHED  TO  THE  CANDIDATES   FOR  THE   BACCALAUREATE 

IN  17«;9,  1806  AND  1812. 


1   Corinthians  ix.  24. 

Know  ye  not,  that  they,  which  run  in  a  race,  run  all ;  hut  one  re- 
ceiveth  the  prize  ?     So  run,  that  ye  may  obtain. 

The  Chapter,  of  which  these  words  are  a  part,  is  chiefly  occu- 
pied in  answering  certain  objections,  made  against  St.  Paul  by 
some  individuals  of  the  Corinthian  Church.  These  persons,  hav- 
ing formed  themselves  into  a  party  against  their  brethren,  under- 
took to  deny  the  Apostleship  of  St.  Paul ;  and,  among  other 
things,  objected  against  him,  that  he  did  not  receive  a  support 
from  the  Christians  of  that  city,  while  labouring  there  as  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Gospel.  This,  they  insinuated,  he  durst  not  do,  because 
he  was  not  truly  an  Apostle,  and  therefore  was  conscious,  that 
he  had  no  right  to  receive  a  maintenance  from  those  to  whom  he 
ministered.  However  strange  it  may  seem  to  us,  this  objection 
was  not  without  weight  among  the  Corinthians  ;  and  contributed 
not  a  little  to  disturb  the  peace  of  their  Church,  and  to  unsettle 
among  them  the  authority  of  the  Apostle.  He,  therefore,  replies 
to  it  in  form  ;  and,  after  asserting  his  absolute  right  to  all  the 
privileges  claimed  by  any  of  the  Apostles,  declares  to  them  the 
true  reasons  of  his  conduct.  These,  summarily,  amounted  to  this 
s^eneral  one ;  that  he  expected  in  this  manner  to  increase  the 
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number  of  converts  to  Christianity,  and  to  diffuse  more  widely 
the  glory  and  blessings  of  Christ.  To  illustrate  this  conduct  of 
his,  and  to  prove  the  reasonableness  and  credibility  of  his  declara- 
tions, he  reminds  them,  that  their  own  countrymen  underwent 
great  self-denial  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  Isthmian  Games,^ 
celebrated  in  the  territory  of  Corinth;  and  strove  in  them  with 
excessive  exertions,  merely  to  gain  a  crown  of  pine  twigs.  It  could 
not,  therefore,  be  thought  strange,  that  he,  for  a  crown  of  glory  in 
the  Heavens,  should  undergo  even  greater  self-denial. 

The  occasion,  furnished  by  this  allusion,  he  seized,  as  he  did 
every  other,  to  inculcate  the  duties  of  Christianity.  His  own  ex- 
ample in  this  mighty  concern  he  presses  upon  them  ;  and  urges 
them  to  strive  with  the  like  vigorous  efforts  for  the  attainment  of 
the  same  immortal  prize.  The  eagerness,  with  which  the  com- 
batants ran  in  their  races  for  a  fading  garland,  and  for  honour 
equally  perishing,  he  urges  as  a  powerful  stimulus  to  similar 
eagerness  in  the  Christian  race,  of  which  the  reward  was  a  crown 
of  eternal  glory.  To  encourage  them  still  further,  he  reminds 
them  that  of  all  those,  who  ran  in  the  Stadium,  one  anly  gained 
the  prize ;  while,  in  the  Christian  race,  all,  who  ran  with  due 
earnestness,  would  win,  and  none,  but  the  slothful  and  careless, 
would  lose,  the  destined  crown. 

The  Youths,  who  are  now  about  to  leave,  finally,  this  place  of 
education,  are  all  adventurers  on  the  Stadium  of  life  ;  and  are 
just  entering  upon  the  race.  Endeared  to  me  by  many  considera- 
tions; particularly,  by  my  intimate  and  long  continued  connection 
with  them,  and  by  their  amiable  and  respectful  behaviour,  and 
honourable  improvement  in  learning  and  science  ;  they  claim  my 
best  advice  and  wishes,  and  ardent  prayers  for  their  welfare. 
On  this  occasion,  therefore,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  for  me  to 
give,  and  for  them  affectionately  to  receive,  the  monition,  that  of 
such  adventurers  some  at  least  lose  the  prize  for  which  they  run;  nor 
can  U  fail  to  be  a  timely  exhortation  to  them,  so  to  run  that  they 
may  obtain. 

To  render  the  monition,  here  proposed,  as  impressive  as  may 
be,  and  to  produce  practical  conviction  of  the  extent  and  import- 
ance of  the  truth  which  it  contains,  perhaps  nothing  will  be  more 
advantageous,  than  a  summary _^exhibition  of  the  different  courses, 
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pursued  by  different  adventurers  ^  together  with  the  attendants, 
and  consequences,  of  their  conduct. 

Youths,  when  they  leave  this  seminary,  become  divided  and 
distributed,  throughout  life,  by  their  different  professions.  If  the 
professions  adopted  are  honest  and  useful,  the  distinction  between 
them  is  of  no  serious  importance.  A  man  may  fill  up  his  days 
with  usefulness  in  any  such  professsion ;  and  of  course  may  act 
well  the  part  assigned  him  by  his  Maker.  Among  those,  who 
enter  into  such  professions,  very  different  conduct  is  however 
found;  accompanied  by  very  dilierent  characters  and  circum- 
stances, and  terminated  by  very  different  ends. 

One,  whose  life  began  with  the  same  prospects,  and  the  same 
hopes,  which  were  spread  before  his  companions,  commences  his 
career  with  the  predominating  love  of  case,  and  under  the  powerful 
influence  of  sloth.  Labour  of  the  hands  is  naturally  irksome  to 
man  ;  and  labour  of  the  mind,  to  which  students  are  usually  destin- 
ed through  life,  is  still  more  irksome.  To  most  menliabit  only 
can  make  this  kind  of  labour  agreeable.  Habit  can  overcome 
every  antipathy;  can  change  reluctance  into  voluntary  effort, 
transmute  pain  into  pleasure,  and  convert  the  man  almost  into  a 
new  being.  Especially  can  these  changes  be  accomplished  by 
habits  begun  in  youth ;  during  the  existence  of  that  flexibility  of 
character,  which  prepares  the  mind  for  an  easy  entrance  upon 
any  course  to  which  it  is  directed.  When  sober  and  constant 
application  is,  at  this  period,  rendered  habitual ;  all  the  original 
reluctance  to  it  will  vanish ;  and  the  pain,  with  which  it  was  at- 
tended, will  be  changed  into  pleasure. 

This,  however,  is  far  from  being  uniformly  the  fact.  Of  those, 
who  leave  this  seat  of  education  yearly,  some  at  least  carry  away 
their  original  aversion  to  industry,  increased  and  riveted,  by  four 
years'  indulgence  in  sloth.  The  evil,  in  this  case,  is  commonly 
beyond  a  cure.  Whatever  employment  they  choose,  they  can 
endure  neither  the  toil  of  preparing  themselves  for  it,  nor  the 
irksomeness  of  discharging  the  duties  which  it  demands.  Ambi- 
tion, the  love  of  Wealth,  and  the  sense  of  duty,  are  all  overpow- 
ered by  the  dislike  of  application.  The  hope  of  eminence  is,  in 
the  minds  of  such  persons,  relinquished  with  no  great  reluctance 
at  the  beginning ;  and  the  icish  for  it  extinguished  at  a  periodj  not 
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very  far  advanced.  The  company  of  those  who  are  already  emi- 
nent, and  of  those  who  promise  to  be  eminent,  is  yielded,  with  now 
and  then  a  pang  perhaps,  for  the  society  of  men  of  an  inferior 
character ;  and  this  society,  soon  after,  for  companions  still  more 
humble.  As  the  greater  part  of  mankind  have  some  degree  of  en- 
ergy, and  make  exertions  of  some  importance  ;  the  slothful  man, 
unable  to  continue  where  any  degree  of  vigour  is  found,  slides 
down,  from  a  total  want  of  both,  through  one  gradation  of  life  after 
another;  because  he  has  not  suflScient  resolution,  and  cannot 
make  sufficient  efforts,  to  keep  himself  in  any  gradation.  All  in- 
dustrious men  despise  sloth  ;  and  no  man  can  bear  to  continue 
where  he  is  despised.  A  sense  of  the  contempt,  w  hich  the  sloth- 
ful man  meets  on  account  of  his  predominating  character,  in- 
creases the  rapidity  of  his  descent :  for  it  renders  him  willing  to 
leave  a  station  in  which,  and  companions  from  whom,  he  is  per- 
petually exposed  to  this  cutting  humiliation.  Within  a  short  time, 
therefore,  he  arrives  at  the  bottom. 

This,  however,  is  far  from  being  all,  or  even  the  worst,  of  his 
degradation.  His  sloth  is  gross  vice  in  itself;  and  eminently  the 
object  of  the  disesteem  of  the  worthy,  and  the  scorn  of  the  worth- 
less. The  contempt,  which  he  experiences,  he  feels  himself  to 
deserve.  To  every  testimony  against  his  useless  life  conscience 
joins  her  solemn  Amen  ;  and  his  heart  with  shame  and  silence 
confesses,  that  the  finger  of  derision  is  deservedly  pointed  at  him. 
A  mere  drone  in  the  hive,  he  lives  only  on  the  labours  of  others. 
Irresistible  evidence  forces  him  to  know  himself,  and  to  discern 
that  others  know  him,  to  be  a  mere  burden,  hanging  heavily  on 
the  shoulders  of  industry  ;  a  Nuisance  to  his  neighbourhood,  which 
every  man  wishes  to  see  removed.  Poor  he  is  of  course  ;  and 
that  when  all  men  see,  that  he  might  have  possessed  at  least  a 
competence.  Ignorant  he  is,  when  all  men  see,  that  he  might  and 
ought  to  have  been  learned.  Despicable  he  is,  when  even  him- 
self feels,  and  often  feels  with  a  sting,  that  he  might  have  sustain- 
ed an  honourable  character :  but  he  wrapped  his  talents  in  a  nap- 
Jcin,  and  buried  them  in  the  earth. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  sloth  is  a  fruitful  source  of  other  vices. 
To  gain  the  subsistence,  and  the  comforts,  which  honestly  flowr 
from  mdustry  only,  he  is  driven  to  a  succession  of  shifts,  and  dan- 
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gerous  expedients.  Fraud  and  falsehood  ever  stand  at  the  elbow, 
court  the  attention,  and  claim  the  guidance,  of  every  lazy  man. 
These  sedulous  companions,  whose  services  are  always  spontane- 
ously otfered,  multiply  magniticcfit  promises,  but  regularly  forget 
to  fulfil  them.  Still,  from  the  apostasy  of  man  to  the  present  day, 
they  have  been  trusted,  of  course,  by  every  votary  of  sloth;  and 
have  uniformly  deceived  those,  by  whom  they  have  been  trusted. 
Gambling,  Sharping,  Swindling,  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  forgery, 
and  counterfeiting  the  currency  of  their  country,  are  the  deplora- 
ble expedients,  to  which  lazy  men  usually  betake  themselves  in 
their  progress,  and  some  or  other  of  which  are  the  ultimate  resort 
of  every  lazy  man.  All  these  increase  the  guilt,  and  thicken  the 
infamy,  which  form  his  character ;  and  every  one  helps  him  for- 
ward towards  detestation,  voluntary  exile,  the  pillory,  the  jail,  and 
the  gibbet. 

In  this  world  he  looks  around  him,  in  vain,  for  something  to  re- 
lieve, console,  and  sustain,  his  sinking  mind.  Every  eye  informs 
him,  that  he  has  lost  the  esteem,  forfeited  the  kindness,  and  earned 
the  hatred,  of  his  fellow-men.  To  the  future  world  he  dares  not 
look :  for  he  has  violated  every  moral  rule,  and  perverted  the 
great  end  of  his  being  ;  usefulness  in  the  creation  of  God.  Thus 
his  waij  through  life  is  a  hedge  of  thorns  :  and,  although  it  origi- 
nally seemed  rights  or  at  least  agreeable,  to  him,  yet  the  end  thereof 
is  a  bitter  death. 

A  Second,  starting  from  the  same  goal,  devotes  himself  to  the  en- 
joyment of  those  pleasures,  which  flow  from  property  freely  expend- 
ed. Persons  of  this  description  are  usually  heirs  of  large  estates, 
and  are  trained  up,  either  through  negligence  or  design,  in  the 
belief,  that  their  parents  have  amassed  enough  to  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  living  in  mere  gratification.  Others,  in  their 
opinion,  were  born  to  labour,  and  acquire  ;  while  themselves  came 
into  the  world  only  to  enjoy.  Happy  in  their  destiny  beyond  the 
common  lot,  they  feel  themselves  to  have  eluded  the  curse  de- 
nounced against  man ;  and  to  be  peculiar  favourites  of  heaven, 
in  whose  behalf  the  common  doom  is  reversed.  To  others,  in- 
deed, the  earth  still  labours  under  the  original  sentence,  and  brings 
forth  nothing  but  thorns  and  thistles.  But  to  them  its  spontane- 
ous productions  are  only  flowers,  and  fruits,  and  spices ;  the  silks 
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of  China,  the  gold  of  Mexico,  and  the  diamond?  of  Golconda.  Al- 
most all  others  are  still  compelled  to  eal  t/inr  bread  with  the  iweat 
of  their  brow  ;  but  a  miUit-r  planet  was  lord  of  the  ascendant  at 
their  birth,  and  destined  them  to  dress,  to  dance,  to  sport,  to  re- 
pose on  down,  to  feed  only  on  dainties,  to  dwell  in  villas,  to  walk 
in  gardens  of  pleasure,  arid  to  roll  through  life  on  wheels  of  splen- 
dour. To  others  the  World  is  still  a  vale  of  tears  ;  but  to  them 
has  resumed  tHe  beauty,  the  fragrance,  and  the  raptures,  of  Edttu 
Suns  for  them  are  to  rise  and  set  without  a  cloud,  and  Spring  to 
dance  at  the  head  of  none  but  serene  and  sportive  seasons.  What- 
ever storms  may  beat,  whatever  ills  may  betide  others  through 
the  ocean  of  life  ;  their  bark  is  to  be  wafted  by  zephyrs  only  ;  and 
to  glide  over  a  serene  and  glassy  surface  to  the  Fortunate  Isl- 
ands. 

A  life  of  pleasure  is  always  more  costly  than  its  votary  expects. 
Should  he  arrange  his  expenses,  carefully,  within  his  property  ; 
he,  nevertheless,  will  regularly  find  them  greater  than  his  calcu- 
lations. When  he  begins  his  course,  he  is  invariably  ignorant, 
that  his  wishes  will  enlarge  in  consequence  of  every  gratification  ; 
and  that  such  wishes,  when  they  arise,  will  appear  as  rational,  and 
as  proper  to  be  gratified,  as  those  which  preceded.  Originally, 
nothing  would  have  persuaded  him,  that  what  he  then  thought  ex- 
travagance and  folly  would,  at  a  future  season,  engross  his  serious 
pursuit.  Yet,  when  his  wishes  have  expanded  by  a  course  of  in- 
dulgence, he  will  feel  the  gratification  of  these  to  be  equally  rea- 
sonable, and  necessary,  with  those  of  any  former  period.  Hence, 
his  expenses,  increasing  continually  with  his  desires,  will  advance 
with  a  progress  of  which  he  did  not  form  a  conception.  His 
house,  his  gardens,  his  equipage,  his  table,  his  amusements,  will 
all  demand  sums  greater  than  his  estimate  ;  and  his  property  will, 
of  course,  vanish  more  rapidly  than  he  ever  mistrusted. 

Of  such  profusion  the  end  is  easily  foieseen  by  all  but  himself. 
By  himself  it  would  be  foreseen,  did  he  not,  as  millions  I. ave  done 
before  him,  overrate  his  own  skill  in  conducting  the  business  of 
life;  and  find  in  his  peculiar  prudence  and  forecast  ample  securi- 
ty against  the  ruin,  which  has  so  generally  befallen  others.  Thus, 
although  he  is  marked  out  by  every  other  eye,  as  the  certain  vic- 
tim of  destruction,  he  is  advancing  in  his  own  opinion  merely  to 
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superior  and  exquisite  enjoyment ;  and,  whenever  he  is  alarmed 
hy  occasional  warnings  of  his  danger,  he  finds  a  safe  as  well  as 
comfortable  refuge  in  the  very  pleasing  conviction,  that  he  is 
wiser  than  any  who  have  gone  before  him. 

The  career  of  profusion,  and,  as  it  is  termed,  of  enjoyment,  ts 
rarely  long;  God  has  not  destiru-d  so  useless  a  course  of  life  to 
last.  Health  usually  fails  soon;  and  property  much  sooner.  To 
decline,  in  any  serious  respect,  is  painful  to  the  very  nature  of  in- 
telligent beings ;  and  peculiarly  so  lo  those,  who  have  brought  the 
evil  upon  themselves.  No  small  suffering  is  experienced  from 
the  mere  decay  of  our  circumstances  and  enjoyments,  when  wit- 
nessed, as  it  ever  must  be,  by  those  around  us.  A  gloomy  hu- 
miliation here  enters  the  heart;  and  no  preconcertion  can  pre- 
vent so  unwelcome  an  intruder.  The  pity  of  the  humane,  the 
contempt  of  the  severe,  and  the  malignant  satisfaction  of  the  en- 
vious, all  join  to  increase  the  distress  ;  nor  can  any  means  of  de- 
fence against  such  enemies  be  found.  Scorn  is  an  assailant, 
which  forces  ever)  pass,  and  surmounts  every  bulwark.  But  the 
prodigal  is  naked  both  of  arms  and  fortresses.  In  disappoint- 
ment, poverty,  and  the  loss  of  pleasure,  now  by  habit  become  ne- 
cessary to  his  comfort,  and  perhaps  to  his  life;  in  the  anxiety  to 
provide,  and  the  despair  of  providing,  means  of  future  indulgence  ; 
in  the  hopeless  state  of  his  ruined  affairs,  and  the  conscious  cer- 
tainty of  having  no  means  of  retrieving  them  :  he  finds  evils  more 
numerous,  and  powerful,  than  he  knows  how  to  encounter.  His 
family  furnishes  new  and  vast  additions  to  his  misery.  A  beggar- 
ed wife,  beggared  by  himself;  children  trained  to  pleasure  and 
profusion,  idleness  and  vice,  taught  to  cherish  eager  expectations, 
that  to-morrow  will  be  as  this  day,  and  more  abundant,  and  conse- 
quently prepared  for  nothing  but  guilt,  despair,  and  ruin;  halls 
emptied  or  soon  to  be  emptied,  of  the  gilded  and  buzzing  trains, 
heretofore  fluttering  in  the  beams  of  his  prosperity;  lands  mort- 
gag<'d  to  those,  whom  he  habitually  despised,  as  dull,  plodding 
wretches,  de^^titute  of  sense  and  spirit ;  buildings,  furniture,  horses, 
and  rarrias^es,  destined  speedily  to  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer: 
cloud  his  eye  with  gloom,  sink  his  heart,  benumb  his  resolution, 
and  proclaim  in  his  ear,  •'  Thou  art  numbered,  and  finished." 

In  addition  to  all  these  thines,  he  is  daily  and  irresistibly  forced 
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to  remember,  that  his  calamities  are  the  fruit  of  his  own  folly  and 
guilt.  The  supreme  supports  of  suffering  are  derived  from  our 
own  minds,  and  from  our  Creator.  With  God  he  has  had  no  oth- 
er correspondence,  beside  saying  to  him,  I )epart  from  me,  fur  I 
desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways.  In  his  own  mind  he  finds 
nothing  registered,  on  which  he  can  fasten  for  consolation.  No 
useful  labours  for  himself,  his  family,  or  mankind,  recur,  to  yield 
him  conscious  dignity.  No  innocence  of  life  brightens  the  page  of 
memory.  No  self-approbation  illumines  the  dark  and  melan- 
choly chambers  of  the  soul.  No  recollected  offices  of  kindness, 
justice  and  faithfulness,  shed  a  lustre  over  the  black  records  of 
idleness,  sensuality,  and  profusion.  The  only  account,  which 
he  can  find  in  tracing  the  history  of  his  life,  is  an  account  of  wast- 
ed talents,  squandered  wealth,  a  ruined  family,  a  forgotten  soul, 
and  a  general  course  of  madness  and  sin.  Thus,  a  mere  nuisance 
to  the  world,  a  spot  in  the  creation  of  God  he  is  wiped  out  by  the 
hand  of  death,  and  goes  to  receive  his  reward. 

A  Third,  differing  greatly  from  those  already  described,  and 
prompted  either  by  a  remembrance  of  the  lowly  station  in  which 
he  has  hitherto  lived,  or  by  the  opposite  influence  of  family  dis- 
tinction, sets  out  in  life  with  a  professed  determination  to  be  great. 
At  a  distance  before  him,  but  in  clear  and  certain  prospect,  he 
sees  suffrages,  fame,  office  and  power,  ghttering  with  inherent  and 
fascinating  splendour.  In  the  histories  which  he  reads,  in  the 
conversation  which  he  hears,  and  in  the  observation  with  which 
he  regards  human  life,  he  finds  none  worthy  of  being  imitated 
or  envied,  beside  those  who  are  renowned  for  learning,  eloquence, 
popularity,  station  and  power ;  and  nothing  worthy  of  his  wishes 
or  his  labours  except  the  talents  which  they  possessed,  and  the 
rewards  which  they  gained. 

The  hope  of  applause  makes  his  pulse  beat  and  his  blood  thrill, 
with  increased  emotion  ;  and  the  prospect  of  distinction  animates 
erery  power,  and  quickens  every  effort.  To  study,  to  toil,  to 
watch,  and  to  weary  himself,  is  all  considered  by  him  as  the  pro- 
per and  cheap  purchase  of  fame  ;  and  many  years  seem  to  him  but 
afev)  days,  for  the  love,  by  which  he  is  drawn  to  this  enchanting 
beauty.  The  success  of  every  preceding  candidate  stimulates 
him  to  new  and  more  ardent  exertions ;  the  approach  of  every 
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one  behind  him  sounds  an  alarm  in  his  ears ;  and  the  appearance 
of  every  rival  make?  his  heart  throb  with  mingled  emotions  of  en- 
vy and  apprehension.  In  the  company  of  those,  who  are  already 
great,  he  loves  always  to  be  found  :  the  actions  of  the  great  only 
he  ioves  to  rehearse  :  and  the  opinions  of  the  great  only  he  loves 
to  adopt.  Ever  on  the  chase,  he  considers  all  obstacles  merely 
as  difficulties  gloriously  to  be  overcome;  sees  ways  to  rise,  frono 
"whicii  more  quiet  minds  would  turn  back  discouraged  ;  and  thrives 
on  the  opposition,  envy,  and  obioquy,  which  fill  his  more  timid 
companions  with  pain  and  terror.  The  lowly,  the  meek,  the  or- 
dinary, are.  to  him.  out  of  sight  and  out  of  remembrance ;  and 
the  paths  of  still  and  modest  life  present  neither  prospects  nor  en- 
tertainments, sufficient  to  invite  his  attention  or  his  inquiry. 

On  a  Spirit,  like  this,  and  on  exertions  such  as  these,  success 
very  frequently  attends.  The  industry  and  efforts,  which  he  em- 
ploys, are  worthy  of  nobler  ends,  and  of  minds  directed  by  sub- 
limer  views ;  and  often  forcibly  reprove  the  sloth  of  those,  who 
labour  for  a  wreath  which  fadeth  not  away.  The  knowledge,  the 
eloquence,  the  influence,  which  he  covets,  may  be  acquired  ;  suf- 
frages may  be  gained  ;  distinction  may  be  achieved;  and  offices 
may  be  won  ;  by  the  diligent  and  strenuous  adventurer.  With 
these  fame,  also,  not  unfrequently  waits  to  present,  with  a  willing 
hand,  the  laurel,  which  glistens  with  so  enchanting  a  verdure. 

I  have  chosen  to  represent  him  as  crowned  with  success ;  be- 
cause success  frequently  crowns  those  who  so  ardently  strive; 
because  it  is  invariably  promised  to  themselves  by  men  of  this 
character  ;  and  because  it  will  be  useful  to  grant,  here,  to  the  vo- 
tary of  ambition  all,  which  under  the  influence  of  common  sobrie- 
ty he  can  hope  to  attain.  Were  less  granted,  he  would  not  feel 
as  if  his  own  case  were  even  glanced  at :  for  he  is  assured,  that 
the  amplest  success  will  reward  him.  Were  I  not  to  grant  all 
which  ambition  ever  i^ains,  the  real  good  of  ambition,  and  the 
real  wisdom  of  being  ambitious,  would  here  neither  be  acknow- 
ledged nor  seen. 

But  success  in  this  coarse  of  life  is  rarely  uniform,  or  lasting. 
From  the  pleasure  found  in  change,  from  the  satisfaction  of  hum- 
bling those  who  are  already  exalted,  and,  at  times  perhaps,  from 
the  more  generous  propensity  to  favour  such  as  are  young:  man- 
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kind  love  to  reward  new  adventurers.  A  new  Star  attracts  a 
thousand  e)es.  and  employs  a  thousand  tongues  ;  while  those,  to 
whose  briihaiice  we  have  been  accustomed,  shuie  unseen  and  unre- 
garded. A  cornet  sets  the  world  agape ;  while  the  planets,  the 
moon,  and  even  the  sun,  roll  rouiid  their  orbits,  and  s-ee  mankind 
quietly  occupied  by  (heir  usual  business,  or  more  quietly  buried  in 
sleep. 

Of  long  continued  splendour  we  become  weary :  the  six 
months  day  at  the  pole  is  too  fixed  and  unchanging  a  lustre  for 
mortal  eyes.  The  fall  of  one,  long  elevated,  furnishes  an  agreea- 
ble and  bustling  tale  for  many  mouths  ;  and  opens  a  cheering  hope 
of  future  advancement  to  such  as  are  beginning  to  rise.  A  malig- 
nant pleasure  also,  disreputable  as  the  assertion  may  be  thought  to 
human  nature,  is  but  too  frequently  felt,  when  we  see  persons 
distinguished  by  eminence  of  character,  and  exalted  stations, 
lowered  to  the  common  level.  We  feel  naturally,  although 
shamefully,  gratified  to  see  our  superiors  as  low  as  ourselves  ;  and 
all  the  painful  emotions  excited  by  their  superiority  finally  re- 
moved. No  plant  thrives  in  a  perpetual  shade.  No  man  feels 
his  strength,  or  his  consequence,  beneath  the  loftier  boughs  of  his 
neighbour.  When,  therefore,  the  votary  of  ambition  has  risen  to 
enviable  distinction;  when  the  ardour  of  assisting  him  has  cooled; 
when  his  rise  has  ceased  to  be  a  novelt\,  and  a  source  of  pleasure; 
when  his  efforts  are  no  longer  considered  as  the  result  of  youthful 
and  generous  emulation,  and  begin  to  be  viewed  as  the  rank 
ambition  of  designing  maturity;  and  when  he  is  felt  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  those  who  follow  :  multitudes,  who  once  helped  to  raise 
him  will  unite  to  hasten  his  decline  :  and  every  ear,  which  has 
grown  dull  in  hearing  his  praises  will  be  roused  with  new  pleasure 
by  the  story  of  his  fall. 

All  these  things  will  also  be  enhanced  by  the  conduct,  and  the 
disposition,  which  he  has  exhibited  during  his  elevation.  Ambi- 
tion and  pride  are  twin  passions  ;  and  usually  exist  in  the  same 
breast;  at  least  in  dilferent  circumstances.  The  rising  man  is 
chiefly  ambitious :  when  risen,  he  is  proud.  No  passion  is  more 
blind,  or  selfish,  than  pride ;  none  more  unreasoifflble.  or  more 
impatiently  endured.  It  is  always  insolent;  it  is  usually  unfeel- 
ing.    Every  man  whom  he  has  iniured,  or  overlooked,  or  in  whose 
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way  to  distinction  he  has  stood  ;  every  sufferer  by  his  insolence, 
selfishness  or  neglect:  will  lend  a  cheerful  hand  to  thrust  him 
down ;  busily  rehearse  the  news  of  his  di?<|,race ;  and  gather 
around  him  to  en|oy  the  pleasure  of  triumphing  over  his  ruin. 
A  Fourth^  of  still  ditterent  character,  rejects  with  loathing  so 
uncertain,  so  dependent,  so  anxious  a  life,  as  that  of  ambition. 
"  Honour,"  he  shrewdly  remarks,  '•'  is  a  mere  bubble  ;  painted 
indeed  with  every  brilliant  colour,  but  fitted  only  to  allure  the 
gaze  of  children.  Popularity  is  the  mere  breath  of  a  giddy  multi-' 
tude,  blowing  in  quick  succession  heat  and  cold  from  the  same 
mouth.  The  wish  for  suffrage  begins  in  weakness  ;  proceeds  with 
art,  fraud,  and  anxiety  ;  and  ends  in  dis  ippointment  and  disgrace. 
Office  is  a  mere  bed  of  thorns,  on  which  a  man  can  never  be  at 
ease,  and  on  which  he  can  turn  himself  only  with  increased 
pain.  Public  support  is  always  lean,  and  insufficient  for  the  ex- 
pense of  public  living  necessarily  great;  and  even  that  support  is 
given  with  grudging,  and  enjoyed  only  with  obloquy.  To  such 
dependence  I  cannot  submit.  In  the  meantime  little  or  nothing 
is  gained  after  all  the  toil  and  pains,  undergone  to  acquire  popular 
favour,  beside  ingratitude,  murmuring,  and  slander.  Nations  are 
never  grateful.  To  those  who  have  served  them  the  most,  they 
are  the  most  unkind  ;  and  frequently  reward  their  chief  benefac- 
tors only  with  the  grossest  abuse.  Nay,  the  very  persons,  who 
to-day  salute  their  favourite  with  hosannas,  are  ready  to  crucify 
him,  to-morrow." 

"In  wealth  lies  surer  good:  solid  independence;  enduring 
eonsequence  ;  permanent  support ;  and  the  true  means  of  looking 
adversity  in  the  face  without  shrinking.  Nay.  here  also  lies  the 
real  secret  of  being  useful.  On  property  mankind  live.  From 
property  flow  alike  the  supplies  of  want,  and  the  means  of  com- 
fort. He,  who  adds  to  the  common  stock  of  property,  adds, 
therefore,  to  the  common  stock  of  good  ;  and  i-,  of  course,  the 
truly  useful  man.  Such,  at  least,  is  my  judgment;  and  such  the 
course,  which  I  am  determined  to  pursue." 

It  is  easy  to  discern  the  faults  of  others;  and,  in  the  courses 
of  life  which  they  pur-ue,  to  fasten  upon  the  follies  and  the 
sufferings  to  which  they  are  exposed.     The  censures,  cast  by  the 
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avaricious  man  on  the  devotee  to  annbition,  may  be  very  severe, 
and  yet  very  just.  His  own  error  does  not  lie  in  attributing  these 
evils  to  a  hfe  of  ambition,  but  in  not  perceiving  that  evils  of  equal 
magnitude  are,  with  the  same  justice,  attributable  to  the  ardent 
pursuit  of  property  ;  in  not  perceiving,  that  they,  who  will  be  rich, 
fall  into  temptaiioti,  and  a  snare,  and  into  mat, y  foolish  and  hurtful 
lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition. 

Satisfied,  however,  with  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of  his  own 
determination,  he  confidently  embarks  in  the  pursuit  of  Wealth. 
With  a  full  assurance  that  it  may  be  obtained  and  a  full  determina- 
tion to  obtain  it,  he  begins  a  life  of  toil,  care,  economy,  adventure, 
contrivance,  activity,  and  perseverance.  The  morning  Sun  sees 
him  already  at  his  labours :  the  evening  Sun  leaves  him  still  em- 
ployed. No  exertion  seems  too  great,  if  it  secures  to  him  profit ; 
no  danger  too  threatening,  if  it  lies  in  the  wa\  to  gold  ;  no  bargain 
too  hard,  if  closed  with  plentiful  gain,  and  no  employment  too 
humble,  if  the  service  is  well  paid  for.  "  /  made  such  a  sum  by 
that  business''''  is  the  boast  of  self-gratulation,  which  sweetens, 
nay,  which  dignifies,  every  successful  undertaking. 

At  first  he  is  considered  by  mankind  as  an  industrious,  thrifty 
young  man.  Within  a  moderate  period,  he  begins  to  wear  the 
character  of  a  person  anxious  to  get  the  world.  At  length  he 
takes  up  his  final  appellation  of  a  downright  miser. 

But  the  censures  of  his  neighbours  he  disregards  ;  for  he  wisely 
determines,  that  they  spring  from  envy  at  his  prosperity.  The 
cravings  and  murmurs  of  the  poor  he  slights  ;  for  they  are  the 
mere  cries  of  idleness  and  folly  ;  of  those,  who,  as  they  earn  no- 
thing for  themselves,  can  never  be  entitled  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
the  earnings  of  others.  The  stings  of  his  conscience  are  blunted 
by  the  pride  and  pleasure  of  being  rich  ;  or  eluded  by  the  per- 
petual immersion  of  his  soul  in  business.  The  calls  of  God,  of 
death,  and  of  eternity,  are  lost  in  the  bustle  of  great  worldly  con- 
cerns ;  or  postponed,  for  an  audience,  to  a  future  and  more  con- 
venient day. 

The  native  feelings  of  his  heart,  originally  not  delicate,  grow 
continually  more  and  more  coarse,  and  dull  ;  and  the  wants  and 
sufferings  of  his  fellow-creatures  become  gradually  less  impressive. 
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and  give  him  daily  less  and  less  trouble.  At  length  he  learns  to 
hear  with  quiet  the  loudest  complaints,  and  regards  with  indiffer- 
ence the  keenest  anguish,  of  the  poor  and  wretched. 

Never  loved  by  mankind,  he  becomes  at  length  detested.  As 
he  has  regarded  none,  he  is  by  none  regarded.  His  success  only 
awakens  regret.  His  misfortunes  are  welcomed  with  pleasure, 
repeated  with  a  s.mile.  and  acknowledged  as  proofs  of  a  righteous 
Providence.  His  sickness  is  announced  without  a  sigh,  and  hia 
death  without  a  tear. 

Even  his  own  family  consider  him  as  a  mere  incumbrance  ;  or^ 
at  the  best,  as  a  caterer  for  themselves ;  as  born  to  toil,  and 
watch,  and  weary  himself,  that  they  may  hereafter  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  labours.  Neither  willing  to  taste  of  his  earnings  with  them, 
nor  to  taste  them  alone,  they  can  see  no  end,  for  which  he  should 
be  continued  in  life,  after  he  has  ceased  to  earn.  Around  hia 
death-bed  they  sit  unmoved,  in  spite  of  the  impulse  of  natural  af- 
fection, which  is  unable  to  influence  them  either  to  love  or  respect 
him  ;  and  his  corpse  they  follow  with  cold  decency  to  the  grave. 

A  Fifth  is  charmed  with  gracefulness  of  life  and  deportment,  with 
refinement  and  elegance  ;  and  determines  to  be  distinguished  as  a 
man  of  accomplished  manners,  and  polished  taste.  Rich  dress, 
splendid  equipage,  extensive  buildings,  and  luxurious  tables,  are 
regarded  by  him  as  vulgar  things;  as  the  mere  fruits  of  money; 
which  a  clown  may  earn,  and  expend.  They  prove,  indeed,  the 
owner's  wealth  ;  but  are  no  evidences  of  the  superiority  of  his 
mind.  Something  of  a  higher  cast,  something  more  indicative  of 
refinement  and  elegance  of  thought,  is  in  his  own  view  demanded 
of  the  m-an,  who  would  be  distinguished  for  liberal  endowments, 
and  elegant  accomplishments.  To  wear  the  most  graceful  attire; 
to  become  a  Chesterfield  in  manners  and  conversation ;  to  shine 
in  the  most  polished  company ;  to  be  styled  The  Gentleman  by 
way  of  eminence  ;  and  to  be  regarded  as  the  standard  of  appeal  in 
every  case  of  propriety  ;  are  the  objects  of  his  utmost  ambition^ 
and  the  sources  of  all  his  high  enjoyment.  Things  are  to  him  of 
little  value:  i\\e  forms  of  things,  the  modes  in  which  they  are  to  ap- 
pear^ to  act,  and  to  operate,  engross  his  attention,  wishes,  and  la^ 
hours.  To  him  the  matter,  the  substance,  is  of  no  consequence; 
a  mere  block  of  marble  in  the  quarry  ;  useful  only  as  it  is  capable 
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of  being  fashioned  into  grace  and  elegance  by  the  hand  of  a  mas- 
.er.  The  manner  is,  in  his  view,  all  that  is  valuable,  or  desirable. 
'To  Ao  good  things  is  in  his  estimation  of  no  importance;  for  a 
boor  may  do  them  ;  but  to  do  handsome  things  is  the  consumma- 
tion of  human  attainments.  Usefuhiess  is  of  course  a  blank  page 
in  the  volume  of  his  life  :  and  worth  is  left  out  of  his  catalogue  of 
honourable  qualities.  To  the  e}e  of  a  considerate  man  he  appears 
as  a  portrait,  in  which  the  face  was  merely  sketched  ;  and  the 
mind,  beaming  through  it,  forgotten  ;  while  the  art  and  labour  of 
the  painter  were  wholly  lavished  on  the  folds  of  the  drapery.  To 
such  a  man  importance  and  respectability  cannot  be  attached. 
Like  such  a  picture,  he  may  be  admired  for  a  while;  but,  after 
having  been  often  seen,  and  become  uninteresting  by  having  be- 
come familiar,  he  ceases  ultimately  to  attract  attention,  and  is  laid 
aside  with  other  useless  furniture. 

A  Sixth  sits  down  soberly  to  the  engrossing  attainments  of  science. 
To  be  learned  is  the  great  T)bject  of  his  ambition  ;  and  to  enjoy 
the  sweets  of  knowledge  the  commanding  dictate  of  his  relish  for 
pleasure.  In  his  study  he  dwells  :  in  his  books  he  passes  his  life. 
To  think  appears  to  him  the  only  proper  end  of  human  existence ; 
while  to  do  is  not  even  entered  on  the  register  of  his  duties.  The 
great  distinction  between  men,  and  brutes,  he  perceives  to  be  the 
intellect ;  and  concludes,  therefore,  that  difference  of  intellect  is 
the  only  ground  of  distinction  between  men.  With  him  an  un- 
learned man  passes  only  for  a  brute  of  a  higher  class ;  a  connect- 
ing link  between  apes  and  real  men.  From  the  summit  of  sublime 
demonstrations,  and  the  pinnacle  of  philosophical  greatness,  he 
looks  down  with  scorn  and  pity  on  the  grovelling  beings,  who 
creep  over  the  plain  below ;  and  is  ready  to  wonder,  why  such 
humble  creatures  were  brought  into  existence ;  and,  still  more, 
why  they  were  endued  with  the  faculties  of  thought  and  speech. 
If  it  were  possible  for  a  proud  man  to  be  thankful,  he  would,  at 
times,  feel  grateful  emotions,  that  Providence  has  assigned  to  him 
a  higher  station ;  and  not  destined  him  to  a  character  and  to  em- 
ployments, totally  unworthy  of  a  rational  being.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  knows  not  that  the  whole  end  of  thinking  is  action  ;  and 
the  whole  use  of  science,  in  its  most  extended  researches,  the  ad- 
vancement of  human  happiness ;  that,  when  it  terminates  not  in 
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this  end,  it  is  gold  buried  in   the   earth ;  useless,  because  it  is 
not  employed   in  the   business  of  life.      He  has  not   discovei^ 
ed,  that  science  is  a  means,  and  not  an  end.     He  does  not  dis- 
cern, that  a  mind,  richly   fraught   with  knowledge,   and    existing 
only  to  think,  is  a  watch,  furnished  indeed  with  wheels,  and  pin- 
ions, but  without  a  spring  to  set  it  in  motion,  a  balance  to  regu- 
late it,  or  a  hand  to   mark  its  circuits  :  a  pretty  object  to  the  eye 
of  curiosity,   but  of  no  use  to  its   maker.     He  mistrusts  not,  that 
the  clown,  who  faithfully  follows  the   plough,  or  wields  the  hoe 
and  the  spade,  is  a  better  member  of  society  than  himself;  nor 
dreams,  that  the  two  mites  of  such  a  man  will  be  accepted  as 
a  gift  to  God,  while  his  own  abundance  will  be  slighted  and  for- 
gotten.    The  whole  end  of  his  life,  so  far  as  his  fellow-creatures 
are  concerned,  is  to  excite  admiration;  and,  so  far  as  himself  is 
concerned,  to  gratify  the  love  of  knowing.     To  his  fellow-men 
his  existence,  among  them,  is   as  uninteresting,  as  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  another   planet;  for  he  feels   no  obligation  to  wish  their 
happiness,  and  makes  no  effort  to  promote  it.     His  talents,  though 
formed  for  the  noblest  ends,  and  furnishing  means  of  distinguished 
usefulness,  are  all  closeted  in  his  mind,  or  wasted  over  his  books. 
After  his  death,  his  whole  history  may  be  written  in  this  short  epi- 
taph : 

Here  lies  a  Learned  Man. 

A  Seventh,  and  from  all  these  a  widely  different  character  is  found 
in  the  plain  and  modest  walks  of  life.     Convinced,  that  it  is  fool- 
ish and  dangerous  to  mind  high  things  ;  that  competence  is  better 
than  riches,  moderation  than  splendour,  and  a  private  station  than 
public  offices;  convinced,  that  extensive  aims  create  excessive 
cares ;  that  to  be  esteemed  graceful  is  less  desirable  than  to  be 
accounted   useful ;  that  sloth  is  a  mei'e  standing  pool,  nauseous 
and  deadly,  and  prodigality  a  troubled  ocean,  without  a  pilot,  and 
without  a  shore  :  he  determines  to  aim  at  being  beloved,  rather 
than  admired;  at  being  unopposed,  rather  than  victorious  over 
opposition  ;  and  at  being  unenvied,  rather  than  superior  to  the  at- 
tacks of  envy.     Satisfied  with  this  decision,   he  enters  originally 
upon  a  plain  life,  as  his  portion.     WhWe  others  aim  at  an  empire, 
era  world,  as  their  sphere  of  action,  he  finds  his  in  a  neighbour- 
hood.    To  manage  his  familv  affairs,  and  occasionallv  those  of  a 
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small  circle  around  him,  is  the  only  employment  which  he  covets. 
To  acquire  so  much  property  as  may  satisfy  daily  demands,  and 
afford  a  stock  on  which  he  may  repose  in  misfortune,  and  age  ;  to 
gain  the  character  of  a  good   husband,  father,  neighbour,  friend, 
and  citizen ;  to  be  sufficiently  polislied,  to  find  a  ready  admission 
into  the  company  of  those  with  whom  he   corresponds ;  and  to 
possess  that  share  of  learning,  which  will  render  him  an  object  of 
village  respect,  and  entitle  him  to  a  place  among  his  reputable 
neighbours  :  are  all  which  he  attempts,  and  almost  all  which  he 
"wishes.     Freedom  from  trouble  and  embarrassment;  safety  from 
duns,  and  losses  ;  security  from  the  hazard  of  disesteem  and  dis- 
grace ;  and  the  possession  of  competence,  quiet,  decency,   and 
good-will ;  are  the  prime  objects  of  his  pursuit.     All  these,  in  the 
common  course  of  things,  he  easily  acquires  :  for  in  the  pursuit 
of  these  opposition  is  rarely  found,  and  disappointment  seldom 
occurs.     A  pang  he  may  now  and   then  experience,  when  he  is 
told  of  the  opulence  and  elevation  of  one,  and  another,  of  his  for- 
mer companions  ;  but  he  feels  himself  abundantly  compensated, 
when  he  hears  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  one,  and  the  downfall  of 
the  other.     In  these  cases,  he  hugs  his  own   safety  ;  and  congra- 
tulates himself  on  the  wisdom  of  that  course  of  life,  which  he  has 
chosen :  repeating  often,  and   with  much  self-complacency,   the 
superiority  of  that  golden  mean,  which  the  wise  man  of  antiquity 
so  highly  extolled ;  and  which  Agur,  wiser  than  all  of  them,  se- 
lected as  the  favourite  object  of  his  choice. 

Thus  quietly  and  easily  he  glides  down  the  stream  of  life  ;  des- 
pised, indeed,  by  some,  and  pitied  by  others  ;  but  by  those  around 
him  generally  beloved  and  respected.  When  he  leaves  the 
world,  he  leaves  it,  with  the  regret  and  the  tears  of  those,  to 
whose  happiness  he  has  contributed  by  his  friendly  offices. 

The  Eighth  and  last  character,  which  I  shall  describe,  pursues  a 
course  differing  from  them  all :  Not  indeed  from  the  five  last  in 
the  business  of  life  ;  for  in  this  he  may  resemble  any  of  them  ;  but 
in  the  disposition,  by  which  he  is  governed.  Early  sensible  that 
he  is  an  accountable  creature,  accountable  to  that  God  by  whom 
he  was  created,  and  from  whom  he  receives  all  his  means  of  use- 
fulness and  comfort;  he  makes  it  his  commanding  object  so  to 
use  them  all,  a«  at  the  end  of  life,  to  secure  the  divine  approbation. 
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From  the  sluggard  and  the  prodigal,  he  differs  in  the  conviction, 
that  diligence  and  prudence  are  duties  and  virtues;  and  from  all 
those  whom  1  have  mentioned,  ifi  the  conviction^  that  duty  is  his 
whole  business ;  that  virtue  is  his  only  glory,  honour,  or  happi- 
ness ;  and  that  he  was  born  10  centre  every  view,  engage  every 
faculty,  and  employ  every  moment,  in  serving  God,  and  not  him- 
self. Their  eadeavours  all  ter.niuated  in  themselves.  None  of 
them  felt  the  obligation  of  being  useful  to  others,  except  when  it 
contrib'ited  to  his  own  personal  convenience.  With  Aim,  the  first 
thing  is  to  benefit  others ;  to  benefit  himself,  the  second.  To  do 
good  is  in  his  view  the  only  road  to  gain,  or  enjoy,  it.  The  bless- 
edness of  the  Infinite  Mind  he  finds  declared  in  the  Scriptures  to 
arise  from  the  unlimited  and  endless  communication  of  good  to 
others.  If  he  will  obtain  a  happiness,  resembling  this,  he  is 
taught  by  the  Scriptures,  and  confirmed  in  the  doctrine  by  the 
fullest  attestation  of  Reason,  that  he  must  possess  a  similar  char- 
acter, and  pursue  similar  conduct ;  must  seek  for  enjoyment  in 
doing  good,  and  not  in  gaining  it  from  others. 

From  all  these  persons  he  differs,  also,  in  the  full  conviction, 
that  he  was  born  for  eternal  being;  and  that  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  the  present  life  is  effectually  to  provide  for  the  life  beyond 
the  grave  ;  that,  of  course,  all  his  efforts  ought  to  be  directed  to 
this  infinite  object ;  and  that  nothing  deserves  his  attention  any 
farther  than  it  consists  with  that  aim,  or  contributes  to  its  accom- 
plishn)ent.  Thus  he  begins  life  with  a  new  system,  and  a  new 
end.  The  views  of  all,  who  have  preceded  him,  were  bounded 
by  the  grave  :  his  are  expanded  through  eternity.  Their  views 
centred  in  themselves  ;  his  are  circumscribed  only  by  the  uni- 
verse of  being.  One  of  those  things,  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  career,  naturally  strike  his  mind  with  the  greatest 
force,  is  a  strong  propensity  in  his  heart,  resisting  powerfully  eve- 
ry effort  to  pursue  the  course,  which  he  has  prescribed  for  him- 
self. Avarice,  Ambition,  Sensuality,  are  all  weeds  naturally 
springing  up  in  his  own  mind,  as  well  as  in  the  minds  of  others; 
and  naturally  flourishing  unless  carefully  rooted  up  by  the  hand  of 
culture.  To  check,  and  as  far  as  may  be  to  exterminate,  these 
propensities,  becomes  therefore  one  of  his  earliest  labours.  Nor 
is  it  merely  an  early,  but  a  daily,  labour  :  for,  like  the  good  seed 
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in  the  Scriptures,  they  grow  while  he  sleeps,  and  when  he  is  not 
aware,  and  with  a  rapid  as  well  as  unperceived  vegetation. 

Temptations  to  the  indulgence  of  all  these  passions  exist  every 
moment,  and  in  every  place.  The  natural  longing  for  such  ob- 
jects, the  sight  of  others  continually  engrossed  by  them,  the  regard 
paid  by  the  multitude  to  those  who  acquire  them ;  all  unite  to 
cherish,  and  strengthen,  their  importance  in  his  own  feelings.  In 
most  companies  he  hears  no  conversation,  except  concerning 
these  objects.  They  are  dwelt  on,  as  the  only  solid  good,  by  men 
of  sober  years  ;  and  painted  with  the  charms  of  fascination  in  the 
ardent  language  of  youth.  To  unite  in  the  chase  of  them,  is  to 
unite  with  a  world  :  to  decline  it,  is  to  be  left  alone.  Strong  re- 
solution is  therefore  required,  to  resist  so  powerful  allurements. 
But  his  resolution  is  strong ;  and  the  additional  strength,  which 
he  needs,  he  asks  and  receives  from  God. 

With  an  original  watchfulness,  vigour,  and  firmness,  he  com- 
mences his  opposition  to  these  passions ;  and,  every  day  he  lives, 
renews  his  efforts  with  a  determination  to  overcome.  In  so  dif- 
ficult a  contest  he  is  compelled  to  struggle  hard  ;  but  this  advan- 
tage attends  all  his  labours  ;  that  every  instance  of  siwcess  enables 
him  more  easily  to  succeed  again  Every  victory  is  pleasant,  also, 
at  the  time  of  gaining  it;  and  this  pleasure  soon  renders  the  la- 
bour, necessary  to  gain  the  victory,  unreg.irded,  and  in  the  end 
delightful.  What,  therefore,  seemed  at  first  a  Herculean  task, 
becomes  at  length  no  more  than  a  common  exertion. 

Another  important  advantage  he  early  secures  to  himself,  which 
is  unthought  of  by  the  preceding  characters  ;  viz.  the  direction  of 
all  his  efforts  towards  the  controul  of  his  thoughts.  A  watchful  at- 
tention to  his  moral  concerns  easily  conv  inces  him,  that  his  chief 
danger  lies  in  his  mind.  When,  therefore,  improper  thoughts 
spring  up  there,  he  watches  them  at  their  commencement ;  when 
resistance  will  be  neither  doubtful,  nor  difiicult.  Attacked  in  this 
early,  feeble  state,  they  are  easily  overcome  ;  whereas,  after  their 
full  growth  and  frequent  indulgence,  they  become  irresistible. 

In  this  conflict  he  daily  calls  to  his  aid  the  Scriptures  of  Truth. 
These  furnish  him  motives,  endless  in  multitude,  and  infinite  in 
degree,  to  continue  the  warfare  with  unremitted  endeavours  to 
the  end  of  his  life.     From  the  Scriptures  he  retires  to  his  closet ; 
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and,  bowing  his  knees  to  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  supplicates  that 
divine  aid,  which  is  never  long  withheld ;  and  finds  in  the  very 
employment  of  praying,  a  part  of  that  strength,  for  which  he  prays. 
From  his  closet  he  goes  to  the  common  duties  of  the  day,  prepared 
to  dischariie  them  faithfully,  and  fortified  against  a  thousand  temp- 
tations, by  which  his  companions  are-  assailed,  and  overpowered. 
In  every  situation,  like  David,  he  makes  it  his  rule  to  set  the  Lord 
alway  before  his  face»  This  realized  presence  of  his  Maker  is,  on 
the  one  hand,  a  source  of  continual  delight ;  and,  on  the  other,  a 
continual  guard  against  the  intruding  temptation,  and  the  ap- 
proaching sin. 

In  every  act  of  his  duty  he  finds  a  peace  which  he  covets  to 
find  again ;  and,  to  find  which,  he  proceeds  to  perform  his  duty 
anew.  The  consciousness  of  being  thus  employed  is  a  source  of 
self-approbation,  which  is  gained  from  no  other  employment  5  of 
a  delight  in  self-examination,  which  none  of  the  precedmg  charac- 
ters ever  knew  ;  of  dignity  inherent,  independent,  and  noble;  of 
hope,  which  makelh  not  ashamed,  an  anchor  to  the  soul,  sure  and 
steadfast. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  promises  of  the  Gospel  proffer  to  his  ac- 
ceptance a  crown  of  endless  rejoicing.  All  around  him  is  God: 
all  before  him  is  heaven.  In  trials  and  conflicts,  in  adversity  and 
languor,  in  fear  and  sorrow,  God  is  present,  to  sustain,  refresh, 
and  deliver  him  ;  and,  after  a  little  period,  will  be  more  glorious- 
ly present,  to  terminate  all  his  cares,  and  to  change  his  sorrows 
into  joys  unmingled  and  everlasting.  A  great  part  of  all  his  busi- 
ness is  to  do  good  to  his  fellow-creatures  :  an  employment,  sweet, 
noble,  and  divine  :  a  destiny,  suited  to  an  immortal  being :  a 
commission,  worthy  of  the  Infinite  Mind  :  a  well  of  water  spring- 
ing up  to  everlasting  life.  This  business  begins  with  the  little, 
but  eminently  endeared,  circle  of  his  family  ;  where  it  extends  to 
the  regulation  and  provision  of  ail  things,  necessary  for  their  sup- 
port and  comfort,  their  education  and  usefulness,  their  piety  and 
salvation.  Thence  it  reaches  the  wider  circle  of  his  neighbours, 
where  it  daily  appears  in  that  cheerful  communication  of  kind, 
just,  sincere,  and  faithful  offices,  which  render  life  a  blessing  ;  and 
which,  as  a  powerful  example,  charm  others  to  go,  and  do  likewise. 
From  his  neighbourhood  it  extends  to  his  country ;  where  it  is 
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employed  in  honourable  and  public  spirited  efforts,  and  fervent 
prayers,  for  its  welfare  ;  in  promoting  peace  and  good  order  ;  in 
encouraging  useful  knowledge  ;  and  in  diffusing,  as  far  as  in  him 
lies,  undeiiled  religion.  From  his  country  it  spreads  also  over  the 
world;  in  unceasing  supplications  for  the  deliverance  of  his  fel- 
low-men from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  their  translation  into 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  From  this  world  it  makes 
excursions  also  at  times  into  the  distant  regions  of  the  Universe, 
on  the  wings  of  ardent  good-will ;  with  delightful  premonitions  of 
that  happy  period,  when  his  own  mind  shall  be  actively  and  eter- 
nally engaged  in  producing  and  communicating  blessings  through- 
out the  immeasurable  kingdom  of  virtue.  Like  the  slothful  man^ 
he  seeks  for  daily  ease ;  but  it  is  the  ease,  which  flows  from  the 
efforts  of  a  diligent  mind,  and  rewards  the  labours  of  an  indus- 
trious life.  Like  the  prodigal  he  scatters  abnndantly ;  but  he 
scatters  blessings,  and  not  curses,  to  himself  and  to  others.  Like 
the  ambitious  man,  he  seeks  for  honour  and  distinction  ;  but  it  is  for 
the  honour  of  immortalit},  and  the  distinction  attached  to  the  sons 
of  God.  Like  the  avaricious  man,  he  continually  hoards  up  ;  but 
it  is  treasure  in  the  heavens.  Like  the  man  of  Science,  he  applies 
eagerly  to  the  attainment  of  knowledge  j  but  it  is  the  knowledge  of 
God,  of  Christ,  and  of  Heaven;  the  knowledge  of  his  duty,  of  his 
soul,  and  of  his  end.  Like  the  accomplished  man,  he  aims  at  grace 
and  elegance  ;  but  it  is  elegance  of  mind,  and  the  ornament  of  a 
meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  in  the  sight  of  God  is  of  great  price. 
Like  the  man  of  moderation  and  decency,  he  aims  at  being  safe  and 
comfortable, peaceful  and  beloved;  but  it  is  the  peace  of  forgiven 
sin  ;  the  comfort  of  an  approving  conscience  ;  the  safety  which 
is  found  in  Christ ;  and  the  love  of  Christians,  of  Angels,  and  of 
God. 

To  him  it  is  of  little  import,  in  what  station  of  life  he  is 
found;  if  it  be  the  most  useful  station,  for  which  he  is  qualified. 
If  it  be  humble,  he  is  satisfied  ;  because  it  is  appointed  by  Him, 
who  knows  and  chooses  far  better  than  he  himself  can  choose.  If 
more  elevated;  he  only  becomes  more  careful  to  fill  the  station 
with  usefulness  and  duty.  Hence  the  cares  and  fears,  the  disap- 
pointments and  mortifications,  which  harass  his  companions,  are  re- 
moved far  from  him.     Troubles  he  must  unquestionably  find.     Of 
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Defects  he  will  undoubtedly  be  the  subject.  His  disposition  to 
perform  his  duty  is  imperfect ;  and  produces  its  proper  effects, 
therefore,  in  an  imperfect  degree.  Still,  this  is  his  prevailing,  in- 
creasing disposition  ;  and  gives  birth  to  consequences,  numerous, 
great,  and  desirable.  To  glorify  his  Maker,  and  to  do  good  to  his 
fellow-creatures,  is  his  chief  aim  ;  the  principal  employment  of 
his  life.  To  that  divine  Saviour;  by  whose  precepts  he  is  in- 
structed, by  whose  blood  he  is  redeemed,  by  whose  Spirit  he  is 
sanctified,  and  by  whose  intercession  he  is  received  to  eternal 
glory,  he  consecrates  all  his  life  and  labours ;  and  esteems  that  all 
unspeakably  too  little  to  show  the  grateful  sense  which  he  feels  of 
his  obligations  to  him,  and  the  supreme  delight  which  he  finds  in 
doing  his  pleasure. 

Thus  he  passes  through  life,  not  in  a  dull  stagnation,  but  in  an 
active,  cheerful  serenity  of  Soul;  not  in  thoughtless  and  guilty 
prodigality,  but  in  a  rational  and  uninterrupted  diffusion  of  bless- 
ings ;  not  in  a  career  of  frantic  ambition,  but  in  a  steady  pursuit 
of  eternal  glory;  not  in  sordid  and  swinish  avarice,  but  in  an  in- 
dustrious accumulation  of  celestial  riches ;  not  in  acquiring  vain 
philosophii ,  and  knowledge  which  only  puffdh  up^  but  in  enlarging 
his  views  of  God,  of  his  own  mind,  duty,  and  interest,  and  of  the 
qualifications,  and  employments,  of  just  7nen  made  perfect  ^  not  in 
a  whimsical  attention  to  form,  and  dress,  and  appearance,  but  in 
ardently  gaining  refined  thought,  elegance  of  affection,  and  beau- 
ty of  mind;  not  in  exhibiting  mere  decency  of  exterior,  modera- 
tion of  conduct,  and  regularity  of  life,  to  the  eye  of  man,  but  in 
presenting  to  the  eye  of  God  that  well  regulated  soul,  that  be- 
coming life,  that  patient  submission  to  his  pleasure,  which  amia- 
ble and  excellent  in  itself,  will  be  remembered  by  him  with  ever- 
lasting love. 

While  this  man  lives,  he  is  a  blessing  to  all  around  him.  It  is 
good  for  the  world  that  he  was  born,  and  that  he  has  sojourned  here 
below.  Throughout  eternity,  governed  by  the  same  spirit,  he 
will  prove  an  accession  to  the  universe ;  a  blessing  to  the  great 
kingdom  of  Jehovah. 

Like  the  rest  of  mankind,  he  must  however  die.  From  this 
vale  of  tears  he  must  be  released ;  and  Death  is  the  method  of 
release  appointed  by  his  Maker.     As  a  release  he  regards  it  from 
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paiu  and  tear,  i'rom  sin  and  sorrow.  Familiar  to  his  eye  by  daily 
contemplation,  and  disarmed  by  the  Mediation  of  Christ.  Death, 
to  him,  has  ceased  lo  be  the  king  of  terrors.  On  the  contrary,  he 
is  considered  as  a  messenger  from  Heaven,  rude  indeed,  and 
rough,  and  forbidding  ;  but  sent  on  a  benevolent  errand,  and  bring- 
ing merely  the  summons  to  call  him  home.  With  the  peace, 
which  Christ  left  as  a  rich  legacy  to  all  his  faithful  followers,  he 
closes  his  eyes  in  sleep,  and  calmly  resigns  up  his  Spirit  into  the 
hands  of  his  heavenly  Father. 

This  man,  in  my  view,  has  so  run  in  the  race  of  life,  as  to  obtain 
THE  Prize, 
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1   Thessalonians  ii.   19. 

For  what  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing  ?     Are  not  even 
ye,  in  the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  his  coming  ? 

Paul,  with  his  fellow-labourers,  Silas  and  Timothy,  being  direct- 
ed by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  go  from  Asia  into  Macedonia,  passed  over 
to  Philippi,  and  gathered  a  church  in  that  city.  Hence  they 
went  to  Thessalonica ;  and  gathered  another.  Here,  however, 
they  were  persecuted  by  the  Jews.  Paul,  the  chief  object  of  their 
hatred,  departed,  therefore,  to  Berea.  His  persecutors  followed 
him  thither ;  and  forced  him  to  betake  himself  to  Athens.  From 
that  city  he  proceeded  to  Corinth.  Thus  for  a  long  time  he  was 
absent  from  Thessalonica  ;  and,  although  exceedingly  desirous  to 
revisit  the  church,  which  he  had  founded  there,  was  prevented  by 
certain  hindrances,  which  he  has  alluded  to,  but  not  described. 

During  his  absence  various  objections,  which  he  has  specified 
in  this  Epistle,  were  by  the  Jews,  and  Greeks,  of  Thessalonica  rais- 
ed up  against  the  Divine  origin  and  authority  of  the  Gospel.  Among 
these  were  his  flight,  and  the  length  of  his  absence.  From  these 
facts  his  adversaries  argued,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  his  con- 
verts, that  he  was  an  impostor ;  and  not  a  messenger  of  God 
nor  a  friend  to  them.  His  flight  they  seem  to  have  urged  as  a 
proof  of  his  cowardice  ,  and  his  absence,  as  satisfactory  evidence, 
that  he  was  regardless  of  the  Thessalonian  Christians. 
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The  efforts  of  these  mahgnant  men  appear  to  have  alarmed  the 
fears  of  the  Apostle.  To  prevent  their  etfect  on  the  minds  of  his 
followers,  he  replied  in  this  Epistle  to  the  objections,  made  against 
him,  and  against  the  Gospel.  Among  the  answers  to  thoi-e,  made 
against  him,  the  text  contains  one,  remarkable  for  the  extraordina- 
ry sentiment  expressed  in  it,  and  for  the  affectionate  manner  in 
which  it  is  communicated.  "  For  what  is  my  hope,  or  my  joy,  or 
my  crown  of  rejoicing?  Are  not  even  ye,  in  the  presence  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  his  coming  ?"  Look  at  m)  life ;  and  be- 
hold it  made  up  of  labours,  and  sufferings.  What  hope  can  I  pro- 
pose ;  what  joy  can  I  find,  but  in  your  conversion,  and  eternal 
life  ?  This  world  is  only  hostile  to  me;  and  yields  me  neither 
rest  nor  safety.  If,  therefore,  1  am  disposed  to  indulge  any  hope, 
or  to  expect  any  reward  ;  it  must  lie  beyond  the  grave.  It  must 
be  furnished  by  you,  my  own  converts;  tumedhy  my  preaching 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  In 
jou,  of  course,  my  affections  must  centre  with  a  sincerity  and 
strength,  which  distance  cannot  change,  nor  time  impair.  Vain, 
therefore,  and  groundless,  are  the  allegations  of  your  enemies, 
and  mme ;  when  they  insinuate,  that  I  do  not  regard  you  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  parent,  and  the  fidelit)  of  an  Apostle. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  Thessaloman  converts  were 
dearer  to  St,  Paul  than  others,  who  had  become  Christians  under 
his  ministry.  Unquestionably,  he,  who  addressed  the  Romans, 
whom  he  had  never  seen,  in  terms  so  affectionate,  could  not  but 
regard  his  own  converts,  universally,  with  the  strongest  attachment. 
Accordingly,  he  addresses  the  very  sentiment,  contained  in  the 
text,  to  the  Corinthians  :  "  As  also  ye  have  acknowledged  us  in 
part,  that  we  are  your  rejoicing,  even  as  ye  are  ours,  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord  Jesus."  To  the  Philippians  he  addresses  it  again. 
''  Among  whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in  the  world  ;  holding  forth  the 
word  of  life;  that  1  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Christ,  that  I  have 
not  run  in  vain,  neither  laboured  in  vain.  Yea,  and  if  I  be  offer- 
ed upon  the  sacrifice,  and  service  of  your  faith ;  I  joy,  and  rejoice, 
with  you  all."  Indeed,  the  text  itself  very  obviously  holds  out  to 
U9  the  same  truth.  "  For  what  is  our  hope,  or  joy  ?  Are  not 
%m  \)[KSi5,  ye  also  ?"  ye,  as  well  as  others,  "  who  elsewhere  un- 
der my  preaching  become  followers  of  the  Redeemer  ?"     This 


SER.  XXII.]  MUTUAL  REJOICING  IN  THE  DAY  OF  CHRIST.      4O0 

was  the  construction  of  Theophylact  ;  and  gives,  I  apprehend,  the 
true  meaning;  of  the  original. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Sylvanus  or  Silas,  and  Timothy,  united 
with  Paul  in  sending  this  Epistle  to  the  Thessaloniaus ^  and  of 
course  couicided  with  hiui  in  all  the  declarations,  which  it 
contains.  Accordingly,  the  language  of  (he  text  is,  "  What  is 
our  hope."  These  excellent  men,  therefore,  who  had  been 
the  Apostle's  fellow  labourers  in  converting  the  Thessalonians, 
certainly  expected  to  find  the  same  glorious  crown,  and  their  own 
share  in  the  same  elevated  joy,  in  the  final  day.  That  their  ex- 
pectations were  well  founded,  the  Spirit  of  irispiration,  who  dictat- 
ed this  Epistle,  has  left  us  the  amplest  proof. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  Pa^il  exhibits  the  Corinthians  as 
rejoicing  in  him,  and  Timothy  who  united  with  him  in  writing  the 
second  Epistle  to  that  Church,  even  as  they  did,  in  the  members  of 
that  Church.  To  the  same  joy  in  him  he  directs  the  Philippians, 
in  the  verse  following  the  passage,  already  quoted.  "  For  the 
same  cause,  also,  do  ye  rejoice,  and  be  glad  with  me." 

The  foundation  of  the  Apostle's  joy  in  his  converts  is  particu- 
larly expressed  in  the  whole  of  this  passage,  taken  together. 
"  That  ye  may  be  blameless,  and  harmless,  the  sons  of  God,  with- 
out rebuke,  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  nation,  among 
whom  ye  shine,  as  lights  in  the  world  :  Holding  forth  the  word  of 
life  ;  that  1  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Christ,  that  I  have  not  run 
in  vain,  neither  laboured  in  vain."  The  blameless,  harmless,  un- 
rebukable  character  of  these  converts,  the  lustre  of  their  example, 
and  the  glory,  which  it  cast  around  the  word  of  God  ;  constituted 
the  source  of  that  peculiar  happiness,  which  he  expected  to  find 
in  the  day  of  Christ.  This  exemplary  piety,  seen  in  their  lives 
with  such  beauty  and  lustre,  while  it  allured  those,  who  beheld  it, 
to  follow  them  in  the  way  to  endless  life,  was,  at  the  same  time, 
a  glorious  proof  of  the  faithfulness  and  efiicacy  of  his  own  labours 
for  their  conversion. 

In  the  text,  thus  considered,  are  contained  the  following  doc- 
trines. 

I.  Those,  who  have  been  intimately  connected  in  the  present  world, 
Toill  at  the  day  of  judgment  be  known  to  each  other. 

II.  Faithfid  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  those,  xoho  under  their 
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minislry  have  embraad  the  Gospel,  will  be  mutual  causes  of  joy  in 
that  day,  and  by  consequence  through  eternity. 

I.    Those,  who  have  been  intim'tt  y  connected  in  the  present  world, 
will  'It  the  Hay  of  judgment  be  known  to  each  other. 

Of  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  there  can.  I  think,  be  httle  doubt. 
The  Apostle,  his  fellow-labourers,  aid  their  converts,  were  to  re- 
joice with  each  other  at  the  da}  of  Christ,  with  a  peculiar  ,oy. 
To  these  Mmisiers  of  the  Gospel  neither  the  saints*  of  ancient 
times,  nor  tho?e  of  succeeding  i^enerations,  were  to  be  their  hope, 
or  their  JO),  or  their  crown.  This  character  is  in  the  text,  and 
the  parallel  passages  which  have  been  mentioned,  expressl)  con- 
fined to  their  own  converts.  In  the  same  manner  these  converts 
are  exhibited  as  peculiarly  rejoicing  in  Paul  and  Timothy,  as  Mi- 
nisters, by  whom  they  bdieved.  But,  if  these  preachers,  and  their 
converts,  were  thus  to  rejoice  in  each  other  ;  it  follows  of  course, 
that  they  must  be  mutunlly  known  ;  and  known  iti  their  mutual 
connection,  as  instruments,  and  heirs,  of  salvation.  St.  Paul 
therefore,  and  Timothy,  and  Silas,  will  know  the  members  of  those 
churches  for  whom  they  wrote,  and  be  known  by  thtm,  in  the  day 
of  Christ.  Nor  can  there  be  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  other 
ministers  and  their  con  erts  will  be  Known  in  the  same  manner; 
nor  by  parity  of  reasoning,  that  parents  and  children  will  know 
each  other  ;  husbands  and  their  wives;  instructors  and  their  pu- 
pils;  f  ends,  al>o  ;  companions;  and  neighbours. 

In  accordance  with  this  scheme  of  thought  it  is  said,  that  many 
shall  come  from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  from  the  north,  and  from 
the  south,  and  sit  down  with  Abraham,  with  Isaac,  with  Jacob,  and  with 
all  the  prophets,  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  Lazarus  was  carried  by 
Angels  to  Abraham'' s  bosom.  These  illustrious  persons,  therefore, 
must,  it  would  seem  according  to  any  rational  interpretation,  be 
known  to  those,  concerning  whom  these  declarations  are  made. 
Abraham,  Lazarus,  and  the  rich  man,  were  all  known  to  each  other. 
It  is  incredible,  that  this  case  should  be  singular;  or  the  exhibi- 
tion, made  in  it  concerning  the  state  of  our  future  existence,  erro- 
neous. 

In  the  same  manner  Moses  and  Elias,  on  the  mount  of  trans- 
figuration, were  known,  not  only  to  each  other,  but  to  the  three 
Apostles  also  :  as  Peter  proves  in  his  address  to  Christ.     It  cannot 
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be  rationally  questioned,  that  this  knowledge  is  universally  a  part 
of  the  divine  system  ;  or  that  all,  who  have  been  intimately  con- 
nected here,  wiU  be  known  by  each  other  hereafter. 

II.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  those,  who  under  their  ministry 
have  embraced  the  Gospel,  wdl  be  mutual  cause-  of  joy  in  that  day  / 
and  by  consequence,  throughout  eternity. 

Of  this  doctrine  there  can  be  as  little  doubt,  as  of  the  former. 
Both  the  text,  and  the  parallel  passages  which  have  been  quoted, 
furnish  ample  evidence  of  its  truth.  To  such,  as  love  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Scriptures,  it  must,  however,  be  profitable  to  exa- 
mine the  nature^  and  ground,  of  this  joy.  I  have  already  men- 
tioned the  declaration  of  St.  Paul  concerning  this  subject  to  the 
Philippians ;  in  which  he  informs  them,  that  their  assumption  of 
the  Gospel  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  of  holiness  as  their  moral  cha- 
racter, the  lustre  of  their  obedience  to  the  former,  and  the  emi- 
nence of  their  proficiency  in  the  latter,  were  the  sources  of  that 
peculiar  enjoyment  which  he  and  his  fellow  labourers  expected  in 
the  day  of  Christ.  The  same  characteristics  in  him  and  his  com- 
panions, and  the  peculiar  faithfulness  and  success,  with  which 
they  performed  the  duties  of  their  stewardship,  are,  also,  with 
sufficient  clearness  exhibited  as  the  foundation  of  that  joy,  which 
their  converts  would  find  at  the  same  solemn  period. 

It  is  impossible,  that  intelligent  beings  should  find  in  each  other 
more  noble,  or  rational,  sources  of  happiness  than  these.  In  their 
converts  the  ministers,  in  question,  beheld  a  multitude  of  immortal 
npinds,  rescued  from  ignorance  and  idolatry,  from  endless  sin  and 
endless  ruin;  established  in  the  belief  and  obedience  of  divine 
truth,  and  constituted  heirs  of  everlasting  glory,  happiness,  and 
virtue.  On  the  one  hand,  how  wonderful  the  escape !  On 
the  other,  how  amazing  the  acquisition !  With  what  sympa- 
thy, with  what  transport,  must  such  benevolent  men,  as  Paul, 
Silas,  and  Timothy,  behold  this  delightful  scene !  These  con- 
verts were  originally  tt"i/Ao«^  God,  and  without  hope  in  the  world ^ 
worshipped  images  of  gold  and  silver  ;  of  brass  and  stone ;  and 
prostrated  themselves  before  the  stock  of  a  tree.  They  were 
aliens  from  the  divine  kingdom;  outcasts  from  the  virtuous  uni- 
verse i  and  heirs  only  of  sin,  and  perdition.     When  the  Apostle 
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and  his  companions  first  beheld  them,  how  melancholy,  how- 
desolate,  must  have  been  the  prospect!  How  deep  the  darkness, 
in  which  they  were  involved  !  How  entirely  pathless  the  desert, 
in  which  they  groped  their  way  !  With  what  emotions  must  these 
messengers  of  salvation  have  regarded  the  miserable  sufferers,  in 
this  state  of  gloom,  solitude,  and  despair!  With  what  yearnings 
of  evangelical  compassion  did  these  ministers  of  Christ  light  up 
for  them  the  lamp  of  hope  ;  and  guide  them  into  the  path  to  end- 
less life  !  How  joyfully  did  they  behold  them  enter  the  straight 
gate,  and  go  on  in  the  narrow  way !  With  what  animated  expecta- 
tions did  they  mark  their  future  progress;  their  victory  over  ob- 
stacles, temptations,  enemies,  and  sins  ;  their  faithful  adherence 
fo  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel ;  and  the  steady  direction  of  their 
course  towards  heaven  ! 

In  Paul  and  his  companions  their  converts  beheld  those,  who 
in  this  world  had  been  pre-eminently  wise^  and  had  turned  many 
to  righteousness  ;  and  who,  therefore,  were  in  the  future  world  to 
shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  stars^forexer  and 
ever.  In  these  illustrious  ministers  of  Christ  they  beheld  those, 
who,  as  instruments  in  the  hands  of  God,  had  done  to  them  greater 
good,  than  the  universe  beside  was  able  to  do  :  good,  which  could 
never  be  repaid  ;  good,  which  no  created  mind  can  comprehend ; 
good,  which  no  limited  duration  can  ever  unfold.  With  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  these  men  had  accomplished  their  salvation  ;  and  se- 
cured to  them  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefired,  and  eternal  in 
ihe  heavens.  The  benefit,  communicated,  was  the  greatest  of  all 
benefits :  and  the  disposition,  by  which  it  was  produced,  the  best 
of  all  dispositions.  At  the  final  day,  when  future  things  will  begin 
to  be  actual,  realized,  and  enjoyed,  they  will  see  in  them  the  best 
of  all  created  friends,  and  the  noblest  of  all  created  benefactors  : 
friends,  whose  kindness  will  appear  more  lovely  ;  whose  benefi- 
cence, more  valuable;  and  whose  characters,  more  excellent; 
through  every  succeeding  age  of  eternity.  Thus  connected,  thus 
related  ;  how  can  these  ministers  and  their  converts  fail  to  rejoice 
in  each  other  at  this  solemn  day  ;  or  to  increase  their  joy  continu- 
ally, as  they  advance  through  the  successive  periods  of  endless 
duration  ? 
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No  labour  is  necessary  to  persuade  my  audience,  that  from  a 
subject,  so  solemn,  so  interesting,  so  delightful,  many  inferences 
of  high  importance  might  be  derived. 

Particularly  is  the  integrity  of  Paul  and  his  fellow- labourers 
most  clearly  evident  from  the  sentiments,  expressed  in  this  pas- 
sage of  Scripture.  They  are  obviously  sentiments,  which  no  im- 
postor, no  dishonest  man,  would  devise  ;  or,  if  he  had  devised  them, 
would  have  adopted.  The  hope,  the  joy,  of  such  a  man  would 
have  terminated,  of  course,  in  this  world  ;  and  centred  wholly  in 
the  means  of  enhancing  his  influence,  and  establishing  his  control 
over  the  Thessalonians,  The  Epistle,  if  written  by  such  a  man, 
would  have  abounded  in  artful  refutations  of  the  censures,  thrown 
upon  his  character ;  and  in  insidious  contrivances  to  gain  the  ends, 
which  ambition,  pride,  and  cunning,  promise  themselves  from 
their  successful  efforts.  Fraud  and  hypocrisy  would  have  floated 
on  the  surface  ;  and  wealth,  power,  and  pleasure,  would  have  been 
seen  at  the  bottom. 

With  the  like  clearness  are  the  excellence^  and  aniiableness,  of 
these  men  unfolded  in  this  passage  of  Scripture,  thus  examined. 
The  objects,  proposed,  display  a  benevolence  singularly  generous 
and  noble ;  and  the  exhibition  of  these  objects  presents  this  cha- 
racter in  a  light,  eminently  happy.  Warm  fi*om  the  heart ;  un- 
contrived ;  unaffected  ;  the  sentiments  expressed  array  the  men 
with  all  the  beauty  and  loveliness  of  Evangelical  charity.  The 
portrait  is  formed  of  enchanting  lines,  and  charming  colours  :  and 
the  eye  discerns,  and  acknowledges,  the  likeness  without  a  mo- 
mentary hesitation. 

From  this  character  of  the  writers  is  inferred,  irresistibly, 
the  integrity  of  their  writings  ;  and  from  this,  in  a  manner  equally 
obvious  and  necessary,  their  divine  origin*  But  from  these,  and 
many  other,  reflections  of  a  similar  nature  the  time,  barely  sufii- 
cient  for  my  present  purpose,  compels  me  to  withdraw  my  atten- 
tion. The  peculiar  design  of  this  discourse  requires,  that  I  devote 
the  remainder  to  its  accomplishment. 

You,  my  young  friends,  for  whom  this  discourse  is  particularly 
designed,  stand  in  a  relation  to  me,  in  several  respects  the  same 
with  that  in  which  the  converts,  so  often  mentioned,  stood  in  rela- 
tion to  Paul  and  his  companions.     You  have,  also,  been  connect- 

vor.  T,  .'i? 


410  MINISTERS  AND  THEIR  CONVERTS  A        [SER.  XXU. 

ed  with  me  by  a  relation,  highly  endearing,  which  could  not  be 
predicated  even  of  them.  During  an  important  period  of  )  our  life, 
you  have  been  my  pupils  ;  and,  in  no  insignificant  sense,  m)  chil- 
dren. Your  parents  with  a  confidence,  which  I  hope  has  not  been 
misplaced,  have  resigned  their  own  immediate  care  of  you  into  my 
hands.  Your  prime  interests  have  been  under  my  direction;  and 
have,  I  trust,  been  promoted  with  parental  care.  1  know  they 
have  been  regarded  with  parental  tenderness. 

Through  the  same  period  I  have  been  your  Minister.  Christ, 
as  well  as  your  parents,  has  committed  you  to  my  direction. 
In  this  solemn  ofiice  permit  me  to  say,  that  lam  unconscious 
of  having  taught  you  a  single  error,  or  of  having  willingly  with- 
held from  you  a  single  truth.  The  knowledge,  which  may  espe- 
cially qualify  you  for  usefulness  and  honour  in  the  present  life,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  communicate  in  the  best  maimer,  in  my 
power.  1  know  not,  that  I  have  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  any  part 
of  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  I  know  not,  that  /  have  kept  back  any 
thing  which  was  profitable  to  you  :  but  I  have  shewed  you,  and  taught 
you  publicly  and  privately  ;  testifying  to  you  all^  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  warned  you, 
I  have  prayed  for  you,  day  and  night  with  tears.  If  I  have  ever 
been  sincere  in  my  endeavours ;  if  ever  I  have  voluntarily 
laboured  to  do  good  ;  I    have   laboured  in  this  manner  for  you. 

Your  own  conduct,  in  the  mean  time,  (and  I  feel  myself  bound 
to  declare  it  on  this  solemn  occasion,)  has  been  highly  honourable 
to  your  character.  You  came  to  my  immediate  superintendence 
with  the  most  cordial  good  will,  and  the  best  recommendations  of 
your  former  instructors.  Throughout  the  year,  which  is  now 
finished,  you  have  proved  that  this  good  will,  and  these  recom- 
mendations, were  amply  deserved.  In  your  behaviour  to  me  you 
have  been  respectful  and  amiable  on  every  occasion  ;  and  have 
distinguished  yourselves  by  diligence,  good  order,  and  universal 
propriety.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  you  have  equalled  in 
these  respects,  and  in  your  literary  attainments,  any  of  those 
classes,  which  have  gone  before  you. 

Almost  one-fourth  of  your  number  have  made  a  public  profes- 
sion of  the  Religion  of  Christ ;  and  have  this  day  surrounded  the 
Sacramental   Table.      Several  others,  for  a  considerable  time. 
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have  been  the  subjects  of  very  solemn  impressions  concerning 
their  -alvation  ;  and  will,  it  is  rationally  hoped,  be  found,  ere  long, 
encirclmg  that  hallowed  board.  The  rest,  with  exceptions  too 
small  to  merit  attention  at  this  time,  furnish  many  hopes,  from  their 
irreproachable  behaviour,  that  they  may  follow  their  companions  in 
this  happy  course.  Thus  you  have  already  acknowledged  me  in 
part  ^  that,  as  a  Minister  of  Christ,  I  am  your  rejoicings  even 
as  you  also  are  mine*  Should  it  be  my  happy  lot  to  be  pronounced 
faithful  over  the  few  things,  committed  to  me  ;  may  I  not,  on  solid 
grounds,  look  forward  to  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and 
believe,  that  you,  together  with  your  precursors,  and  your  succes- 
sors, in  knowledge,  piety,  and  usefulness,  will  then  be  my  glory. 
and  my  joy  ? 

To  bring  home  to  your  hearts  the  subject,  here  referred  to  ;  to 
impress  upon  them  its  solemnity,  and  importance;  let  me  remind 
you,  when,  where,  on  what  occasion,  and  before  whom,  this  joy  is  to 
be  found :  not  first ;  not  alone  ;  yet  pre-eminently,  and  in  a  degree 
which  cannot  be  described. 

It  is  first  found  in  the  present  world;  in  the  silence  of  devout 
meditation;  in  the  serene  contemplations  of  the  solitary  walk ;  in 
the  fervent  aspirations  of  the  closet,  in  the  pure  precepts,  and  rich 
promises,  of  the  Sacred  Volume ;  in  the  cheerful  devotions  of 
the  Family;  in  the  solemn  services  of  the  Sanctuary;  and  in  the 
public  communion  of  Christians  at  the  Table  of  Christ.  It  is 
found,  also,  in  no  unhappy  degree,  in  the  delightful  private  inter- 
course of  good  men  ;  and  in  that  train  of  beneficent  actions,  by 
which  they  become  immediate  and  rich  blessings  to  the  world. 

In  a  more  glorious  manner  will  it  revive,  when  we  enter  the 
world  of  spirits,  and  render  to  our  Lord  an  account  of  the  manner, 
in  which  we  have  employed  the  talents  entrusted  by  him  to  our 
care.  If  we  shall  then  appear  to  have  occupied  them  faithfully 
in  his  service ;  we  shall  be  permitted  immediately  to  enter  into 
his  joy. 

But  the  time,  mentioned  in  the  text,  is  different  from  all  these. 
It  is  that,  which  in  the  Scriptures  is  emphatically  called  the  time 
of  the  end:  when  Christ  will  come  to  judge  the  world  in  righteous- 
ness ;  and  all,  that  are  in  the  graves,  will  hear  his  voice,  and  come 
forth:  they  that  have  done  good,  to  the  resurrection  of  life;  and 
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they^  that  have  done  evil,  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation.  All 
earthly  things  will  then  have  finished  their  course.  Avarice  will 
have  ceased  to  dig  for  treasures  in  the  secret  chambers  of  the 
earth  ;  Ambition  to  climb  the  precipices,  which  in  his  eye  seem- 
ed the  ascent  to  Heaven ;  and  Pleasure,  to  bathe  and  wanton  in 
the  stream  of  sensuality.  Oppression  will  have  ended  the  work 
oi  grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor  ^  and  dropped  from  his  withered 
hand  the  iron  rod.  Persecution  will  feast  no  more  on  the  blood 
of  Martyrs;  Conquest  no  longer  sit  and  smile,  over  the  tomb  of 
departed  nations ;  nor  Pride  sigh  over  the  expiring  train  of  me- 
nials, the  vanishing  tables  of  Luxury,  the  fading  paradise,  and  the 
palace  of  Splendour,  crumbled  into  dust. 

The  trumpet  of  civil  discord  will  then  have  blown  its  last 
breath.  The  frenzy  of  faction  will  have  terminated  ;  and  its  final 
sound  have  died  upon  the  ear.  It«  scramble  for  power,  and  place, 
will  then  be  over;  together  witii  ail  the  follies  and  crimes,  the 
base  cabals,  the  foul  slanders,  the  innumerable  falsehoods,  the 
black  perjuries,  and  the  sale  of  souls,  with  which  it  has  been  at- 
tended. Even  liberty  itself,  that  golden  image,  which  the  world 
has  worshipped  instead  of  Jehovah,  will  enrapture  and  engross, 
will  inspire  and  terrify,  will  rouse  to  madness  and  plunge  in  mi- 
sery, no  more. 

Even  the  honest,  commendable,  and  delightful,  employments,  of 
mankind  will  be  finished.  The  cheerful  sound  of  the  axe,  and 
the  hammer,  will  be  dumb.  The  industrious  plough  will  stop  in 
the  unfinished  furrow ;  and  the  adventurous  sail  be  furled  for  the 
last  time.  The  father  will  no  more  survey  his  children  at  the 
fire-side  with  hope,  and  delight ;  the  mother  will  cease  to  smile 
with  inexpressible  fondness  over  the  cradled  infant ;  and  the  hus- 
band and  wife,  to  interchange  the  unequalled  tenderness  of  con- 
jugal love.  To  the  earth  it  will  be  truly  said,  as,  in  the  awful 
language  of  prophecy,  to  Mystical  Babylon,  "  The  voice  of  harp- 
ers, and  of  musicians,  and  of  pipers,  and  of  trumpeters,  shall  be 
heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee  :  and  the  light  of  a  candle  shall  shine 
no  more  at  all  in  thee  :  and  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  of  the 
bride,  shall  be  heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee." 

Even  the  most  venerable  and  sacred  things  will  then  find  their 
earthlv  termination.     The  sabbath  will  dawn  in  peace  and  beau- 
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ty  on  this  polluted  world  no  more  :  the  Sanctuary  will  cease  to  be 
the  house  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  Heaven  ;  and  apostate  sinners  will 
no  longer  etder  in,  and  be  saved.  The  voice  of  prayer  will  have 
pronounced  its  last  Amen :  the  tongue  of  the  preacher  will  be 
dumb  :  and  the  final  song  of  praise  will  expire  upon  the  ear. 

Far  other  scenes  will  then  engross  the  thoughts,  and  awaken 
tbe  amazement,  of  mankind.  The  funeral  day  of  this  great  world 
will  have  come :  and  the  host  of  Heaven,  and  the  innumerable 
nations  of  men,  will  be  summoned  to  its  obsequies.  Its  knell  the 
last  trumpet  will  sound.  Its  end  the  voice  of  the  Archangel  will 
proclaim  in  the  inexpressibly  awful  words,  "  It  is  done."  Earth 
will  tremble  throughout  all  her  regions  :  the  graves  will  heave 
with  one  immense  convulsion  ;  and  teem  with  the  awaking  my- 
riads of  deceased  men.  The  land,  and  the  sea,  will  give  up  the 
dead,  which  are  in  them  :  and  the  whole  globe  will  be  covered  with 
an  universal  resurrection  of  the  great  family  of  Adam. 

Above,  will  be  seen,  surrounded  by  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and 
hy  all  his  holy  Angels,  the  Judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead,  coming  in 
the  clouds,  with  power  and  great  glory.  All  nations  at  his  awful 
summons  will  take  their  places  on  his  right  hand,  and  on  his  left. 
The  books  wdl  be  opened^  and  another  book  will  be  opened,  which 
is  the  book  of  Life  :  and  the  dead  will  be  judged  out  of  those  things, 
which  are  written  in  the  books,  according  to  the  deeds,  done  in  the 
body.  To  one  division  of  this  vast  multitude  he  will  say,  "  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom,  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  :"  and,  to  the  other,  "  Depart, 
ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels." Then  the  final  flames,  kindled  in  innumerable  places  at 
once,  will  wander  over  the  surface  of  this  great  globe ;  consume 
the  piles  of  human  grandeur,  and  the  monuments  of  human  inge- 
nuity ;  waste  the  plains  ;  dissolve  the  mountains  ;  and  blot  out  of 
remembrance  this  polluted  region  of  error  and  iniquity.  Then 
will  the  wicked  go  azuay  into  everlasting  punishment ;  and  the  right- 
eous ascend  to  the  Heaven  of  heavens,  to  enter  upon  the  com- 
plete enjoyment  of  life  elornal. 

In  this  season  of  awful  expectation  and  final  decision,  of  uni- 
versal convulsion  and  immense  ruin,  what  emotions  shall  you,,  and 
J.  experience,  if  we  may  then  behold  every  danger  past,  every 
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fear  vanished,  and  every  sorrow  fled  ;  if  we  may  see,  and  feel,  our 
hopes  ail  ended  in  full  fruition,  our  joy  beginning  its  everlasting 
career,  and  a  crown  of  ^lory  holden  out  to  us  by  our  Judge,  to 
reward  our  sincere,  tiiou^h  frail,  obedience.  All  these  awful 
scenes  we  s-hall  witness.  Our  eyes  shall  behold  them,  and  not  an- 
other,  ill  iheni  all  we  shall  take  our  ow:,  share  :  a  share,  glorious 
and  deli^htfil,  if  we  have  loved  rig/Ueuusness,  and  hated  imquiiy  ; 
but  intiiiileiy  deplorable.  \iwHh  n  hard  and  unpenitent  heart  we  have 
treasured  up  wrath  against  the  day  uf  wrath.  How  devoutly  is  it 
to  be  wished,  that  we  ma\  obtain  the  former  happy  lot,  and  es- 
cape the  incomprehensible  ruin  of  the  latter. 

With  these  amazing  things  in  full  view,  can  you  fail  to  ask, 
"  Where,  when,  and  how,  are  these  immeasurable  blessings  to  be 
secured?"  Let  me  ask  in  return,  "  Where,  when,  and  how,  did 
Paul,  and  Silas,  and  Timothy,  and  their  innumerable  converts,  se- 
cure them  ?  The  God  of  the  spirits  of  all  jiesh  has  given  to  man- 
kind but  one  law  concerning  this  momentous  sub,ect  Life  is  the 
time,  and  the  present  world,  the  place,  in  which  this  mighty  work 
has  been  done  by  all,  who  have  accomplished  it;  and  in  which, 
if  ever  done,  it  must  be  done  by  us.  We,  like  them,  must  be- 
lieve Oil  the  Jjord  Jesus  Christ ;  must  repent  of  our  sins  with  all 
the  heart;  and  must  exhibit  a  life  of  piety  to  God,  and  beneficence 
to  mankind.  We  must  deny  ourselves^  take  up  the  cross  ^  and 
vanquish  temptations,  lusts,  and  enemies.  In  a  word,  a  life  of 
Evangelical  virtue  is  the  only  basis,  on  which  the  joy  of  that 
solemn  day  can  be  founded.  He,  who  with  this  spirit  of  the  Gos- 
pel has  seen  Christ  hunu'y,  and  thirsty^  and  naked,  and  a  stranger, 
and  sick,,  and  mprison  ;  ;<nd  'US  relieved  him  even  in  the  least  of  his 
brethren^  will  then  be  piaccd  at  his  right  hand,  arrayed  in  immor- 
tal glory  ;  and  will  find  an  open,  and  abundant,  entrance  ministered 
to  him  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour. 

This  spirit  is  the  true,  the  only,  excellence  of  the  soul.  It  is 
the  glory  of  angels  :  it  is  tlie  image  of  God.  To  rommunicate  it 
to  man,  Christ  died,  and  rose  again:  and  the  Spirit  of  Grace 
descended  from  heaven.  From  its  first  appearance  in  the  parents 
of  mankind,  after  their  apostasy,  seraphs  have  watched  its  pro- 
gress with  earnest  hope,  and  unmingled  complacency.  At  the 
news  of  its  commencement  in  a  single,  wandering  prodigal,  all 
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Heaven  renews  its  joy,  and  resounds  with  gratiilation.  Eternal 
wisdom  beholds  it  as  an  undefiled  emanation  from  itself;  and 
smiles  with  boundless  delight  over  its  infantine  existence,  and  its 
everlasting  advancement  towards  perfection. 

From  these  consitlerations  flows,  of  course,  the  great  practical 
use  of  all  that  has  been  said.  If  such  be  ihe  cause  of  hope  fnltill- 
ed,  and  joy  begun,  at  the  great  day;  you  are  most  affeclingly 
taught,  that  you  must  now  lay  the  faundation  of  these  inestimable 
blessings.  From  this  seat  of  learnitig.  where  you  have  lived  four 
years,  with  many  privileges,  many  en  oyments,  and  many  hopes; 
in  the  midst  of  companions  by  whom  you  are  loved,  and  under  the 
direction  of  instructors  to  whom  you  are  highly  endeared;  you 
are  to  depart  into  a  world  of  pride  atid  ambition,  of  avarice  and 
sensuality,  of  temptation  and  sin.  At  this  eventful  period  you 
need  all  your  own  wisdom,  watchfulness,  firmness,  and  pray- 
ers; all  the  prayers,  counsels  and  assistance,  of  your  friends; 
and,  what  is  infinitely  more  than  them  ail,  the  protection  and 
blessing  of  your  God.  Immensely  do  you  need  to  remember, 
as  a  consideration  ever  to  be  before  your  eyes,  and  invariably  to 
govern  your  conduct,  \h-A\.  in  life  yon  mm-t  lay  the  foundation  of 
your  joy  in  the  presence  of  Christ.  Resolve,  then,  on  this  sacred 
day,  and  in  this  holy  place,  that  a  truth,  so  intertwined  with  your 
whole  well-being,  shall  never  be  forgotten  by  you  ;  never  fail  to 
influence  ;  never  cease  to  control. 

You  will  neither  wish,  nor  be  able,  to  forget  the  scenes,  through 
which  you  have  passed  in  this  happy  place.  No  period  of  your 
lives  will  be  remembered  with  more  pleasure  ;  no  spot  of  earth 
seem  more  exempted  from  the  miseries  of  the  curse.  The  quiet, 
the  order,  the  honourable  and  delightful  employments,  which  you 
have  found  here  ;  the  pleasing  companions  with  whom  you  have 
lived  ;  the  friendships  which  you  have  formed,  and  the  number- 
less kind  offices  which  you  have  interchanged  ;  together  with  the 
affection,  care  and  instructions,  of  your  teachers ;  will  rise  con- 
tinually to  your  view.  The  little  sufferings,  on  the  contrary,  to 
which  life  is  exposed  even  here  ;  the  youthful  rivalries  ;  and  the 
momentary  dislikes  ;  will  of  course  be  forgotten.  You  will  often 
think,  and  say,  that  no  time  of  your  life  passed  with  equal  enjoy- 
ment, nor  with  equal  freedom  from  suffering. 
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While  your  memory  is  thus  frequently,  and  pleasingly,  employ- 
ed ;  let  ine  especially  persuade  you  to  call  to  mind  the  truths, 
which  you  have  been  taught :  the  moral  and  religious  pre- 
cepts, so  often,  and  so  solemnly,  enjoined  upon  }ou  ;  the 
counsels  of  piety,  which  you  have  given  to  each  other  : 
your  atfectionate  assemblies  for  prayer ;  your  solemn  public 
devotions;  and  your  delightful  union  around  the  table  of  Christ. 
Let  those  of  you,  who  have  publicly  professed  the  Religion  of 
the  Redeemer,  remember  daily,  that  the  vows  of  the  Lord, 
your  God,  art  upon  you^  and  that  you  cannot  go  back.  Let 
those  of  you,  who  have  hitherto  delayed  to  perform  this  great  duty, 
hasten  with  all  lowliness,  and  meekness  of  mind  and  with  many  tears 
for  your  sins,  to  confess  Christ  before  men;  and  to  witness  the  good 
profession,  even  as  he  did. 

Remember,  I  beseech  you,  that  he,  who  died  lor  you,  hath  said, 
"  One  thing  is  needful."  In  this  declaration  he  has  told  you,  that 
there  is  no  other  needful  thing.  Choose,  therefore,  that  good  part, 
which  shall  never  be  taken  fromyou.  While  others  toil,  and  watch, 
and  grieve,  to  dig  deeper  in  the  mines  of  avarice  :  while  others 
strive,  and  pant,  to  climb  the  heights  of  ambition  :  while  others 
imbrute  themselves  in  the  sty  of  sensuality  :  let  it  be  your  labour, 
your  delight,  your  glory,  to  luxj  up  treasure  in  the  Heavens  ;  to  seek 
the  honour  which  cometh  from  God  only  ,•  and  to  acquire  the  plea- 
sures,  which  at  his  right  hand  flow  forever. 

Begin  now  ;  or,  if  you  have  already  begun,  advance  from  this 
day  ;  the  work  of  your  salvation.  Into  the  way  of  well-doing  re- 
solutely enter.  In  it  patiently  and  perseveringly  continue.  Suf- 
fer no  day  to  pass,  without  doing  some  real  good.  Let  every 
morning,  and  every  evening,  open  the  doors  of  your  closets,  and 
invite  you  to  pray  to  your  Father,  who  is  in  secret.  Let  every 
Sabbath  behold  you  going  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Be  his  ta- 
bernacles ever  amiable  in  your  eyes  ;  and  one  day,  spent  in  his 
courts,  belter  than  a  thousand.  There  the  Lord  God  is  a  Sun,  and 
a  shield :  there  he  gives  grace  and  glory  :  and  there  he  withholds 
no  good  thing  from  them,  that  walk  uprightly. 

Daily,  and  eagerly,  dilfuse  religion  around  the  circle  of  your 
connections.  To  them  you  can  do  good,  every  day  you  live. 
C'od.  who  has  placed  them  always  within  your  reach,  demands  oi 
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you  continual  efforts  for  their  well-being.  How  delightful  will  it 
be  to  find  them  your  hope,  your  joy,  your  crown  of  rejoicing,  in  the 
day  of  Christ  ! 

To  )our  neighbourhoods,  become  blessings  by  every  kind  of- 
fice in  your  power.  Speak  truth  alway,  only,  and  with  a  sacred 
watchfulness  over  your  tongues.  Do  justly,  with  the  utmost 
strictness,  and  impartiality.  Love  all  men  :  show  kindness  to  all, 
with  whom  you  are  concerned ;  especially  extend  mercy  to  suf- 
fering, with  largeness  of  heart:  and  remember,  that  God  loveth 
the  cheerful  giver. 

As  you  advance  in  years,  in  reputation,  and  in  influence,  make 
it  a  commanding  rule  of  your  lives  to  befriend  young  men.  They, 
as  your  own  experience  will  powerfully  teach  you,  will  ordinari- 
ly need,  more  than  any  others,  your  advice,  your  reproofs,  and 
your  assistance.  By  your  advice  they  will  be  more  profited;  by 
your  reproofs,  more  amended ;  and  for  your  assistance,  more 
grateful ;  than  those,  who  are  older.  Vigourously,  and  persua- 
sively, impress  upon  their  minds  the  supreme  importance  of  reli- 
gion. Whatever  you  say  on  this  great  subject  they  will  feel. 
The  golden  moment  you  may  chance  to  find,  and  may  happily 
seize,  in  which  they  may  be  rescued  from  destruction,  and  direct- 
ed to  heaven.  In  every  such  case,  ?/o?<  will  save  a  soul  from  death  ^ 
and  cover  by  this  glorious  act  of  charity  a  midtiiude  of  sins. 

Love  your  Country.  Learn,  as  well  as  you  can,  its  real  inter- 
ests ;  and  pursue  them  steadily;  unawed  by  the  fear  of  opposi- 
tion ;  unallured  by  the  hope  of  office,  or  the  desire  of  gain.  Co- 
vet the  approbation,  and  tremble  at  the  reproach,  of  conscience : 
but  regard  with  indifference  the  popular  breath,  whether  trum- 
peting slander,  or  shouting  applause. 

Never  look  either  for  subsistence,  or  for  character,  to  popular 
suffrage,  or  governmental  appointments  ;  to  public  salaries,  or 
oflicial  perquisites.  He,  who  seeks  for  property,  or  reputation, 
from  these  sources,  will,  long  before  he  is  aware,  have  set  up 
his  soul  at  auction  ;  and  sold  it  for  a  place.  For  character,'trust 
to  your  conduct ;  for  subsistence,  to  your  hands.  In  the  wretch- 
ed pursuit  of  office  you  will  find  temptations,  and  snares,  and  sins, 
at  every  step  ;  will  turn  your  backs  upon  your  God  ;  and  wan- 
voL.  I.  5.3 
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der  every  day  farther  and  farther  from  virtue,  and  hope,  and 
heaven. 

Build  up  every  where  the  church  of  Christ ;  and  every  where 
spread,  support,  and  foster,  his  Religion.  Cherish  it  at  home  ; 
and  send  it  abroad.  Labour  willi  all  your  power  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  eternal  life,  wherever  there  is  a  soil  to  receive  them; 
and  to  convey  the  tidings  of  salvation,  wherever  there  is  an  ear 
to  hear  them.  On  the  final  day  it  will  be  transporting  to  remem- 
ber, that  you  have  befriended  the  least  of  ChrisPs  brethren.  It 
will  be  divinely  extatic  to  remember,  that  you  have  befriended 
them  all.  Let  your  right  hand  forget  her  cunnings  ere  you  fail  to 
prefer  Zion  above  your  chief  joy.  The  first  good,  which  you  can 
do  for  mankind,  is  to  live,  as  the  Gospel  requires  you  to  jive  ;  to 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God,  your  Saviour.  Let  your  lights  therefore, 
so  shine  before  others,  that  they,  beholding  your  good  works,  may 
glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven. 

To  secure  these  delightful  purposes,  remember  especially,  that 
God  is  always  where  you  are,  and  an  awful  witness  of  whatever 
you  think,  speak,  or  do.  Continually  refer  your  conduct  to  his 
"omniscient  eye  ;  and  regard  it  as  the  materials  of  your  final  ac- 
count.    Feel,  that  his  favour  is  life,  and  that  his  anger  is  death. 

Finally,  seek  always  the  company,  the  conversation,  and  friend- 
ship, of  good  men.  They  will  furnish  you  a  thousand  unforeseen 
blessings  in  their  kindness,  their  counsel,  their  example,  and  their 
prayers.  He,  that  walketh  with  wise  men,  shall  be  wise.  Of  good 
men,  in  ancient  times,  it  was  said  by  the  voice  of  God  himself, 
•'  They,  that  feared  the  Lord,  spake  often  one  to  another."  What 
was  the  consequence?  "  They  shall  be  mine,  saith  Jehovah,  in 
the  day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels  ;  and  I  will  spare  them,  as  a 
man  spareth  his  own  son,  that  serveth  him." 

Can  you,  can  1,  want  motives  for  such  a  life  ?  What  will  pro- 
cure us  peace  and  consolation  in  the  world  ?  What  will  array 
the  face  of  conscience  in  smiles  ;  and  tune  her  voice  to  harmony  ? 
What  will  gain  the  approbation,  the  friendship,  and  the  prayers, 
of  wise  and  virtuous  men  ?  What  will  make  us  blessings  to  our 
own  soul?,  our  families,  our  friends,  our  neighbourhoods,  our 
i-ountr/,  and  the  world  ?     "WhiU  will  best  requite  the  love  of  our 
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divine  Redeemer?  What  will  assure  to  us  the  blessing  of  for- 
given sin,  and  the  favour  of  a  pardoning  God  ?  What  will  shed 
serenity,  and  peace,  over  the  evening  of  life ;  and  enable  the  set- 
ting sun  to  go  dowh  without  a  cloud  ?  What  will  sooth  the  pain, 
and  languor,  of  the  last  sickness;  and  disarm  the  final  enemy  of 
his  sting?  What  will  light  up  the  lamp  of  hope  in  the  grave? 
What  will  inspire  the  unembodied  spirit  with  confidence,  when  it 
enters  upon  its  lonely  flight  into  the  invisible  world  ?  What  will 
open  to  its  view  the  distant  glory  of  Heaven,  dimly,  but  extatic- 
ally,  dawning  on  its  wistful  eyes,  and  disclosing  its  untried  way  to 
the  throne  of  infinite  Mercy  ?  A  life,  spent  in  honouring  God, 
and  doing  good  to  mankind,  will  accomplish  all  these  delightful 
things  ;  will  enable  us  to  dte  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  will 
make  our  last  end  like  his. 

Is  there,  then,  one  of  you,  who  will  not  lead  such  a  life.  You 
are  now  all  before  me  ;  all  in  the  house  of  God  ;  all  employed  in 
his  worship.  How  solemn,  how  endeared,  the  assembly !  how 
divine  the  employment !  how  becoming  is  it  for  immortal  beings 
to  hold  their  farewell  meeting  with  their  companions,  and  with 
each  other,  in  such  a  place,  on  such  a  day,  and  for  such  a  purpose  ? 

These  instructions  are  the  last,  which  I  shall  ever  address  to 
you.  Regard  them  as  my  dying  words.  Let  them  sink  deep 
into  your  hearts.  That  I  regard  you  with  strong  affection,  I 
know  you  cannot  doubt.  From  this  affection  they  all  spring. 
To  your  best  good,  to  your  eternal  good,  they  are  all  directed. 
Forget  them  not.  Let  them  not  fail  of  their  full  influence  to 
produce  this  good. 

Yoa  may  live;  I  hope  every  one  of  you  will  live;  through 
many  years  to  come.  How  desirable  will  it  be  to  live  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  find,  daily,  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  that  m 
simplicity,  and  godly  sincerity,  not  zinth  fleshly  wisdom,  hut  by  the 
grace  of  God,  you  have  had  your  conversation  in  the  world  !  You 
must  die.  How  joyful  will  it  be  to  fall  asleep  in  the  Lord  Jesus  j 
give  up  your  souls  into  the  hands  of  God  ;  and  be  able  to  say,  with 
Addison,  to  those  around  you,  '•  See,  in  what  peace  a  Christian 
can  die."  You  will  rise  again.  How  transporting  will  it  be 
to  see  you  all  ascending  from  the  grave,  with  bodies,  sown  in  cor- 
ruption, weakness,  and  dishonour,  but  raised  in  incorruption,  power, 
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and  s^lory  ;  and  arrayed  in  the  youth  and  beauty  of  heaven.  The 
world  around  you  will  be  convulsed  with  its  last  agonies.  How 
will  you  feel  to  be  able,  while  multitudes  are  calling  to  the  rocks, 
and  to  the  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  to  hide  thtmjrom  the  wrath 
of  the  Lamb,  steadfastly,  and  serenely,  to  enjoy  the  bbssed  hope, 
and  the  glorious  appearing,  of  the  great  God,  even  your  Saviour  Je- 
sus Christ!  You  must  be  judged.  How  blessed  will  ii  be  to  be- 
hold you  all  summoned  to  the  right  hand  of  your  Judge  ;  the  place 
of  bis  friends  and  followers ;  the  seat  of  distinction ;  the  goal  of 
immortal  glory ! 

The  final  sentence  you  must  hear.  What  emotions  will  you 
experience,  should  the  Judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead  address  to 
all  of  you  those  enrapturing  words,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Fa- 
ther, inherit  the  kingdom,  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world!"  How  solemn,  how  angelic,  will  be  the  flight,  to 
ascend,  with  you  in  his  immortal  train,  to  the  Heaven  of  heavens  ; 
the  house  of  Jehovah  ;  the  mansion  of  everlasting  joy  !  Final- 
ly, what  tongue  can  describe,  what  mind  can  conceive,  the  ecsta- 
sy of  mingling  with  the  church  of  the  first-born  /  of  conversing  with 
the  innumerable  company  of  Angels  ;  of  standing  before  the  throne 
of  God,  accepted  and  beloved }  and  of  uniting  in  the  eternal  song, 
"  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him,  that 
sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever  !" 

In  that  divine  assembly  ;  at  that  great  era  in  the  kingdom  of 
Jehovah;  that  birth-day  of  ihe  new /u avens  and  the  new  earth; 
when  those  undefiled  mansions  shall  be  filled  with  all  their  inha- 
bitants •,  when,  like  the  drops,  that  form  the  bow  in  the  cloud,  in 
the  day  of  rain,  the  children  of  God  shall  be  illumined  by  the  Sun 
of  Righteousness  w'llh  superi\a\  beauty  ;  and  all,  united,  shall  form 
one  perfect  circle,  arrayed  in  the  endless  diversities  of  immortal 
light  and  glory ;  let  me  ardently  hope  ;  and  Oh  may  the  Father  of 
all  mercies  fulfil  the  hope  ;  that  not  one  of  you  will  be  found 
missing. 
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And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world ;  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the 
renewing  ofyoui  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and 
acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God. 

This  Chapter  is  the  beginning  o(  St.  PauVs  practical  Applica- 
tion of  the  preceding  parts  of  this  Epistle.  It  commences  in  the 
first  verse  w  th  an  earnest  request  of  the  Apostle  to  the  Roman 
Christians,  that  they  would  present  their  bodies  a  living  sacrifice, 
holy,  and  acceptable  to  God:  in  other  words,  that  they  would 
consecrate  their  bodies  to  h\s  service  finally,  and  without  reserve, 
as  a  sacrifice  is  consecrated  to  him.  In  the  text  he  urges 
them  to  be  no  longer  conformed,  to  this  world,  but  to  be  trans- 
formed, by  the  renewing  of  their  mind,  in  such  a  manner,  that 
they  may  prove,  or  experimentally  discern,  the  good,  and  ac- 
ceptable, and  perfect  will  of  God.  In  the  former  verse,  the  Apos- 
tle beseeches  the  Romaas  to  devote  their  external  powers  and 
actions  wholly  to  the  service  of  their  Maker.  In  the  text,  he 
exhorts  them  not  to  suffer  either  their  external  or  internal  conduct 
to  be  conformed  to  the  opinions,  or  practices,  of  the  World ;  and  so 
to  regulate  the  state  of  their  minds,  as  that  this  shall  be  the  happy 
consequence.    The  words  may  be  thus  rendered.    Be  not  fashion- 
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cd  like  unto  this  World ;  but  give  to  your  life  a  new  form,  or  shape, 
by  means  of  that  renovation  of  your  understanding,  which  ye  have 
lately  received  from  the  Spirit  of  God. 

As  the  Roman  Christians  are  tiere  directly  spoken  of  as  already 
renewed;  the  transformation,  mentioned,  cannot  be  that  great 
change  from  sin  to  holiness,  customarily  styled  Regeneration  ;  nor 
the  conformity  to  the  world,  that  general  spirit  of  sinning,  found  in 
unregenerate  men.  Both  the  conformity  here  forbidden,  and  the 
new  fashioning  or  transformation  of  character  here  enjoined, 
plainly  respect  the  course  of  life ;  and  the  doctrines  and  practices, 
according  to  which  it  should,  or  should  not,  be  regulated.  To  the 
opinions  and  practices  of  the  World  the  Romans,  and,  for  the  same 
reasons,  all  others  who  are  under  the  Gospel,  are  forbidden  to 
conform.  To  the  doctrines,  and  precepts  or  rules  of  practice, 
contained  in  the  Gospel,  they  are  required  to  conform.  In  doing 
this,  they  are  also  required  to  avail  themselves  of  the  renovation, 
or  spiritual  illumination,  of  their  understanding  :  i.  e.  to  make  use 
of  the  heavenly  light,  which  they  now  enjoy,  for  the  direction  and 
purification  of  their  conduct. 

These  explanations,  will,  I  hope,  either  prevent,  or  remove,  all 
doubts  concerning  the  construction  of  this  passage  of  Scripture. 
I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  to  address  the  directions,  given  in  it,  to 
the  Youths,  who  are  just  finishing  their  Academical  education  in  this 
place.  The  two  precepts  in  the  text  are  so  intimately  related, 
that  they  may  without  any  disadvantage  be  considered  together : 
every  departure  from  conformity  to  this  world  being  a  real  ad- 
vancement in  the  transformation  here  enjoined.  Concerning 
both  sides  of  this  subject,  therefore,  I  shall  make  such  observations, 
as  shall  occur  to  me,  promiscuously,  and  without  any  formal  marks 
of  separation.  In  performino;  this  task  I  shall  be  necessitated  to 
confine  myself  to  a  few  particulars  only.  The  field,  opened  by 
the  text,  is  in  a  sense  boundless  ;  and  can  be  barely  entered,  at  the 
present  time.  The  particular  subjects  of  conformity  to  the  world, 
which  I  shall  especially  select,  will  not  be  the  obvious,  the  gross, 
and  the  scandalous  ;  but  such,  as  are  scarcely  suspected  of  coming 
within  the  reach  of  the  prohibition  ;  such,  as  are  generally  es- 
teemed decent,  often  honourable,  and  perhaps  almost  always  safe. 
They  will  be  schemes  of  thinking,  generally  believed  to  be  almost. 
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if  not  entirely,  free  from  error;  and  schemes  of  acting,  which,  if 
not  absolutely  right,  are  considered  as  far  remote  from  being 
wrong. 

While  I  request  the  attention  of  my  audience  generally;  I 
solicit  with  pecuhar  earnestness,  1  think  I  may  with  the  best 
reasons  expect,  the  attention  of  those,  for  whom  this  discourse  was 
peculiarly  written.  You,  my  }oung  friends,  have  received  from 
me  many  instructions.  I  entertain  noi  a  doubt,  that  you  have  be- 
lieved them  all  to  be  given  with  sincerity  and  atfection  ;  with  a 
full  conviction  that  they  were  true,  and  with  the  most  earnest 
wishes  that  they  might  be  useful.  In  this  discgur>e  I  shall 
give  to  you,  as  a  Class,  my  last  counsels.  It  is  my  design,  that 
they  shall  be  just  and  Scriptural:  it  will  be  your  part  to  make 
them  profitable  to  yourselves. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  then,  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world, 
Ist.  In  your  Formation  of  a  Standard  of  Moral  Character, 
Men,  who  think  at  all,  universally  adopt,  either  from  reflection  or 
accident,  certain  prime  Rules  ofthitiking  and  acting,  to  which  they 
have  an  almost  constant  and  peculiar  reference,  both  in  directing 
their  own  conduct,  and  in  judging  concerning  that  of  others.  These 
Rules,  taken  together,  are  zvhat  I  intend  by  a  Standard  of  Moral  Cha- 
racter, They  are  not  a  standard  o(  moral  action  only,  but  of  moral 
thinking  also.  Thought  is  the  source  of  action  ;  as  action  is  the  end 
of  thought.  All  our  actions  derive  their  moral  nature  solely  from 
the  state  of  our  thoughts  ;  so  that  as  a  man  thinketh,  so  he  is.  Such, 
in  other  words,  as  is  the  character  of  his  thoughts,  is  the  character 
of  the  man:  never  better,  in  any  case,  than  might  be  fairly  sup- 
posed from  the  comparative  tenor  of  the  doctrines  which  he  holds. 
The  importance  of  such  a  Standard,  as  I  have  mentioned,  lies  in 
this  fact :  that  the  man  refers  to  it,  both  when  he  is,  and  when  he 
is  not,  aware  of  such  a  reference,  most  of  his  thoughts,  and  most 
of  his  conduct..  If  doctrines,  presented  to  his  contemplation,  agree 
with  this  standard  ;  they  are,  in  his  view,  sound  and  orthodox: 
when  they  disagree,  they  are  erroneous  and  heretical.  Actions, 
accordant  with  it,  he  readily  pronounces  to  be  virtuous.  Such 
as  vary  from  it  he  considers  as  vicious  ;  or,  at  least,  as  defective 
in  worth.  In  the  same  manner,  also,  lie  estimates  the  characters 
f^f  ether  men. 
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The  World,  by  which  you  are  here  to  understand  riot  only  those 
who  oppose  the  Gospel,  but  a  great  part  of  those  also  who  pro- 
fessedly adhere  to  it,  has  formed  various  Standards  of  Moral  char- 
acter ;  all  of  which  are  greatly  lowered  beneath  the  point  of 
Evangelical  perfection.  Each  of  the  divisions  of  this  great  body 
of  mankind  has  its  own  Code  of  primary  Rules  concerning  thinking 
and  acting,  by  which  it  proposes  to  regulate,  and  by  which  it  does 
in  fact  chiefly  regulate,  all  its  estimates  of  moral  character.  What- 
ever comes  up  to  this  standard  those  who  adopt  it  pronounce  to 
be  right,  wise,  agd  good.  Whatever  falls  short  of  it  they  declare 
to  be  so  far  defective  in  truth,  wisdom,  or  worth. 

This  subject,  like  many  others,  will  be  best  illustrated  by  Ex- 
amples. Those,  who  compose  one  class  of  such  men,  style  them- 
selves Men  of  honour.  To  be  a  man  of  honour,  in  the  full  sense 
annexed  by  them  to  this  phrase,  is,  in  their  view,  to  have  attained 
the  perfection  of  the  human  character.  But  of  what  is  this  per- 
fection composed  ?  "  The  Law  of  honour,''''  say?  Dr.  Paley.  "  is 
a  system  of  rules,  constructed  by  people  of  fashion,  and  calculated 
to  facilitate  their  intercourse  with  one  another,  and  for  no  other 
purpose.  Consequently  it  forbids  nothing,  but  what  tends  to  in- 
commode this  intercourse.  Accordingly,  it  allows  profaneness 
and  impiety  in  every  form;  cruelty,  injustice,  fraud,  falsehood, 
and  a  total  want  of  charity  to  inferiors.  In  the  same  manner,  al- 
so, it  openly  permits  fornication,  adultery,  drunkenness,  prodigali- 
ty, duelling,  and  revenge  in  the  extreme.  The  virtues  opposite 
to  these  vices  it  neither  requires,  nor  commends  ;  such  as  temper- 
ance, chastity,  justice,  truth,  kindness  to  inferiors,  and  piety  to 
God." 

The  Law  of  honour  is  the  Standard  of  Moral  character,  adopt- 
ed by  these  men.  The  good  man,  the  best  of  men,  as  estimated 
according  to  this  standard,  i.  e.  the  man  most  approved  by  men  of 
honour,  may,  therefore,  be  an  impious,  unjust,  dishonest,  cruel, 
wretch;  putrid  with  lewdness  and  intemperance;  asmoke  in  the 
nostrils  of  his  Creator;  and  a  mere  blast  upon  the  human  race. 
Yet  according  to  this  standard  he  may  have  reached  the  utmost 
perfection,  of  which  those,  who  adopt  it,  consider  man  as  capable. 
The  danger  of  forming  a  false  Standard  of  moral  character  must. 
T  think,  be  strongly  evident  in  this  example. 
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Another  class  of  men  estimate  Moral  character  by  the  Law  of  the 
land.  These  are  usually  the  men  of  wealth  ;  or,  in  better  terms, 
those,  who  make  the  acquisition  of  wealth  the  chief  object  of  their 
pursuit.  The  former  class  is  composed  of  the  proud  and  ambi- 
tious. The  field  of  pleasure  is  perhaps  equally  divided  between 
both.  The  good  man  of  this  class  is  he,  who  punctually  pays  his 
debts  and  taxes ;  makes  such  bargains  only,  as  are  legal ;  buys  at 
the  lowest  price,  and  sells  for  as  much  as  he  can  get ;  does  every 
thing  which  the  law  requires,  and  nothing  which  it  forbids.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  that  such  a  man  is  ordinarily  a  far  more  desira- 
ble member  of  society,  than  the  man  of  honour.  No  more  can  it 
be  denied,  that,  when  he  comes  up  to  the  full  demands  of  this 
standard,  he  may  still  be  totally  destitute  of  piety;  may  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  poverty  and  suffering;  may  hate,  and  only  hate,  his 
enemies;  may  neglect  all  the  duties  of  affection  and  tenderness; 
may  be  unkind  to  his  wife,  negligent  of  his  children,  and  hard 
hearted  towards  all  men. 

Other  classes  have  still  other  standards.  Men  of  science  usual- 
ly consider  distinguished  talents,  laboriously  employed  in  the  ac- 
quisition and  improvement  of  knowledge,  as  the  object,  eminent- 
ly entitled  to  their  admiration  and  applause.  Men  of  taste  regard 
an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  objects  of  taste  ;  particularly 
with  the  fine  arts  of  eloquence,  poetry,  sculpture,  painting,  music, 
building,  and  gardening,  together  with  the  elegant  and  magnificent 
effects,  which  genius  has  in  these  several  ways  produced  ;  as 
claiming,  on  the  best  grounds,  their  unqualified  esteem.  With 
another  class  of  mankind  the  most  respectable  human  character 
is  the  man  of  fashion.  Here  merit  lies  supremely  in  elegance  of 
dress,  gracefulness  of  manners,  skill,  and  taste,  in  customary 
amusements,  an  1  a  happy  observance  of  fashionable  decorum. 
The  rules,  by  which  these  several  classes'judge,  I  call  Standards 
of  moral  character;  because  they  make  them  such,  in  estimating 
all  degrees  of  human  respectability,  and  the  want  of  it,  by  the  de- 
gree in  which  the  human  character  approximates  to  their  respec- 
tive standards.  Accordingly  such,  as  approach,  or  arrive  at,  any 
one  of  these  standards,  are  by  those  who  adopt  it  approved,  and 
commended,  as  excellent :  while  those  of  an  opposite  character 
are  invariably  condemned. 
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Erroneous  moral  standards  are  also  set  up  by  classes  of  men, 
and  concerning  subjects,  professedly  religious.  In  the  view  of 
multitudes,  it  is  a  sufficient  establishment  of  a  religious  character 
to  have  been  born,  baptized,  and  educated,  within  the  pale  of  a 
particular  church  ;  a.id  to  have  attended  regularly  upon  its  wor- 
ship. In  the  view  of  others,  decency  of  character  and  amiable- 
ness  of  deportment  are  invested  with  the  name  of  Religion.  With 
others,  it  is  sufficient  to  speak  truth,  to  render  commutative  jus- 
tice, and  to  give  liberally,  particularly  to  the  poor.  With  some, 
common  good  nature  passes  currently  for  genuine  virtue.  Others 
place  it  in  warm  feelings,  and  bright,  visionary  views  of  divine 
subjects :  while  others  still  consider  it  as  sufficient  to  talk  with 
discernment,  fervour,  and  frequency,  concerning  themes  of  Reli- 
gion. 

Concerning  all  these  standards  of  moral  character,  two  very  im- 
portant remarks  should  be  made.  The  first  is,  that  every  one  of 
them  is  totally  defective  :  leaving  real  excellence  out  of  that  list  of 
qualifications,  which  is  formed,  only  to  comprise  it.  A  man  may  be 
every  thing,  which  I  have  mentioned ;  and  yet  have  nothing  in 
his  character,  which  will  recommend  him  to  the  favour,  or  render 
him  amiable  in  the  sight,  of  God.  The  only  standard  of  moral 
character  allowed  in  the  Scriptures,  or  defensible  to  the  eye  of 
.Common  sense,  when  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,  is  the  moral 
law.  He,  who  loves  God  ztrdh  all  the  heart,  and  his  neighbour  as 
hijnself,  is  a  perfect  man.  He  who  does  this  imperfectly,  (and  no 
man  does  it  perfectly,)  is  excellent,  just  as  far  as  he  does  it,  and 
no  farther.  There  is  no  other  excellence  beside  this  ;  and  every 
thing  else,  however  convenient,  pleasing,  or  reputable,  is  in  a  mo- 
ral view  mere  trash  :  a  counterfeit,  in  which  the  value  of  gold  is 
stamped  upon  dross  :  a  mere  semblance  of  real  worth  at  the  best : 
and  in  several  of  the  instances,  a  wretched  substitution  of  vice  for 
virtue. 

The  second  remark,  which  should  be  made  here,  is  this  :  Every 
one  of  these  classes  of  men  is  entirely  satisfied  with  its  own  standard, 
and  never  thinks  of  inquiring  whether  any  other  rules  are  necessary 
to  estimate,  or  any  other  qualification  to  form,  moral  character. 
This  is  unanswerably  certain  from  the  daily  conversation  of  the 
individuals  who  compose  them.     Listen  to  that  conversation :  and 
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you  will  find,  tliat  these  persons  approve  nothing,  commend  no- 
thing, and  aim  at  nothing,  beside  what  is  contained  in  th^ir  re- 
spective standards  ;  and  that  all,  which  lies  without,  is  either  cen- 
sured or  disregarded. 

But  It  is  evident  beyond  a  debate,  that  not  one  of  these  stan- 
dards comprises  any  real  excellence.  Of  course,  none  of  those 
who  adopt  them  aims  at  obtaining  for  himself,  or  demands  at  all 
from  others,  the  least  degree  of  such  excellence.  Each  is  entire- 
ly satisfied,  if  he  comes  up  to  his  own  rule  :  for  this  rule  he  con- 
siders as  the  true  boundary  of  worth.  Of  consequence,  he  does 
not  attempt  any  thing  further ;  nor  consider  such  an  attempt  as 
claiming  even  a  momentary  regard.  There  is,  therefore,  the 
most  terrible  probability,  that  he  will  never  become  at  all  better, 
in  any  respect,  than  his  rule  requires  him  to  be.  For  he  will  not 
even  mistrust,  that  there  is  any  thing  better.  Hence  he  will  live, 
and  die,  and  go  to  the  judgment,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  mere  man 
of  honour;  a  mere  conformist  to  the  law  of  the  land  ;  a  man  of 
science,  taste,  or  fashion;  a  Christian  in  form  and  garb;  a  good 
natured  companion;  or  a  skilful  talker  on  religious  subjects. 

Had  each  of  these  persons  originally  proposed  to  himself  the 
lawofGod^as  the  only  standard  of  perfection  ^  and  tried  himself 
from  time  to  time  by  this  perfect  rule  of  righteousness  ;  it  seems 
impossible,  that  he  should  not  have  felt  something  more  to  be  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  constitute  him  excellent  in  this  world, 
and  accepted  in  that  which  is  to  come.  It  seems  impossible,  for 
example,  that  the  duellist  should,  in  this  case,  advance  so  coolly 
towards  death  and  eternity,  to  present  before  the  bar  of  God  his 
hands  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  his  neighbour. 

To  you,  then,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  of  incomprehensible  impor- 
tance, to  separate  yourselves  entirely  from  the  world  in  the  great 
business  of  forming  ^owr  Standard  of  moral  character.  You  will 
never  be  better,  than  your  Rule  supposes.  If  that  involves  no 
real  excellence  ;  you  will  have  none.  The  rule  itself,  indepen- 
dently of  all  other  considerations,  will  prove  a  fatal  snare  to  you. 
prevent  you  from  iioliness,  and  shut  you  out  from  heaven. 

Let  me  further  inform  you,  that  you  may  propose  to  yourselves 
a  Scriptural  Standard  ;  i.  e.  one  generally  Scriptural ;  and  yet  may 
so  contract,  and  prune,  and  pare  it,  as  to  derive  from  the  Rule, 
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thus  fashioned,  serious  and  lasting  injuries.  You  may  be  Chris- 
tians ;  and  may  yet  so  lower  the  demands  of  Christianity  upon 
you  ;  so  relax  the  strictness  of  evangtiical  doctrines;  so  narrow 
the  limits,  and  so  lessen  the  force,  of  evangelical  precepts ;  as 
greatly  to  swerve  from  truth  and  duty,  when  you  suppose  your- 
selves believing  and  obedient.  You  may  transgress,  where  you 
suppose  yourselves  to  fultil ;  and  omit,  while  you  consider  your- 
selves as  performing.  Christians  often,  through  the  influence  of 
their  remaining  corruption,  particularly  through  a  general  spirit  of 
sloth,  negligence,  and  aversion  to  that  strictness  of  thought  and 
life,  which  is  necessary  to  keep  them  near  the  point  of  evangeli- 
cal perfection,  lower,  in  their  own  minds,  the  Scriptural  doctrines 
and  precepts,  so  as  to  accommodate  them  conveniently  to  their 
own  lax  habits. 

With  a  variety  of  specious  glosses  devised  by  themselves,  or  al- 
ready provided  to  their  hand  by  others,  they  smooth  the  rugged- 
ness  of  hard  texts,  narrow  the  limits  of  painful  precepts,  and  fritter 
away  the  import  of  difficult  doctrines,  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  fit 
them  for  their  own  more  comfortable  use,  and  make  them  agree 
with  that  imperfect,  sluggish,  half-worldly  Christianity,  which  they 
have  chosen  to  adopt.  In  all  this  they  are  confomifd  to  the  world  ; 
and  in  no  part  of  this  conduct  ought  we  to  be  conformed  to  them. 
Remember,  that,  the  higher  you  aim,  the  higher  will  you  reach, 
lie,  who  points  his  views  at  perfection,  though  indeed  he  will  not  be 
perfect,  will  yet  advance  nearer  to  it,  than  if  he  had  pointed  them  at 
a  lower  mark.  Whenever  a  low  standard  of  moral  characteris  ge- 
nerally adopted  by  a  community  ;  the  best  members  q[  that  commu- 
nity will  either  not  be  Christians  at  all,  but,  as  will  ordinarily  be 
the  fact,  merely  decent  worldly  men ;  or  they  will  be  dull,  cold- 
hearted  Christians;  members  of  the  church  of  Sardis ;  having  a 
name  to  live,  but  even  to  the  human  eye  really  dead.  The  second 
class  will  consist  of  plain,  professed  worldlings  ;  des^titute  even  of 
a  pretended  regard  to  religion.  The  third  will  be  composed  of 
mere  profligates.  The  best  of  those  in  the  best  class  will  hardly 
keep  religion  alive  in  themselves.  Those,  who  keep  it  alive  in 
the  world,  who  awaken  it  in  their  fellow- men,  and  who  convey  it 
down  to  succeeding  generations,  b)  their  warm  atl'ectiotis,  exem- 
plary lives,  and  vigourous  eflbrts,  wiU  in  such  a  commuuity  be 
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sought  for  in  vain  ;  and  the  places,  which  have  once  known  them, 
joz7/,ord  ill  aril}',  for  ages  know  them  no  more. 

2dly.  Let  me  exhort  you  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  Fashionable 
Opinions,  and  Practices,  of  the  fVirld, 

Of  the  numerous  particulars,  indicated  hy  this  comprehensive 
head,  I  shall  select  very  few  ;  and  those  will  be  of  the  nature  for- 
merly mentioned. 

One  of  the  favourite  dogmas,  repeated  with  no  small  frequency, 
pleasure,  and  emphasis,  by  men  of  the  world,  is  that  we  were 
sent  into  the  world  to  enjoy  life.  Though,  in  a  certain  limited 
sense,  this  doctrine  may  be  true,  because  our  Creator  intended, 
that  we  should  find  some  degree  of  enjoyment  even  here  ;  yet,  in 
the  sense  intended,  nothing  is  more  absurdly  or  ridiculously.Jalse. 
Two  considerations  prove  the  truth  of  this  remark  in  an  unan- 
swerable manner.  The  first  is,  that,  if  God  sent  us  hither  to  en- 
joy life,  he  has  been  miserably  disappointed  of  his  purpose.  Wit- 
ness the  pain,  sickness,  and  sorrow ;  the  want,  danger,  fear, 
and  doubt ;  ihe  oppression,  injustice,  and  cruelty;  which  haunt 
man  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  Witness  the  death,  which  with 
a  thousand  terrors  and  agonies  closes  our  earthly  career,  and 
hurries  us  into  eternity.  The  second  is,  that  this  very  doctrine  is 
directly  subversive  of  our  best  interests  both  here  and  hereafter. 
The  Enjoyment,  always  intended  in  this  declaration,  is  that, 
which  is  found  in  popularity,  power,  wealth,  and  sensual  plea- 
sure. All  human  experience  has  proved,  all  sober  men  have 
confessed,  that  the  pursuit  of  these  objects  is  not  the  pursuit  of 
happiness;  that  the  objects  themselves  have  not  happiness  to 
give ;  and  that  the  devotees  to  this  pursuit  have,  even  when  most 
successful,  been  in  all  ages  the  victims  of  disappointment  and 
sorrow.  That  it  is  more  blessed  to  give,  than  to  receive  ;  or  to  do 
good,  than  to  gam  it ;  and  that  godliness  is  profitable  to  all  things, 
having  the  promise  of  this  life,  as  vvell  as  of  that  which  is  to  come  j 
are  truths,  pencilled  in  sun-beams  on  the  experience  of  man. 
They  are  truths,  which,  if  we  were  willing  to  be  wise  by  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  no  sober  man  would  ever  (juestion.  Still,  the 
men  of  this  world  hold  now,  and  have  ever  held,  the  contrary 
doctrine.  Should  it  be  adopted  by  you;  it  will  lead  you,  as  an 
ignis  fatuus,  from  the  high  way  of  happiness  and  duty  into  every 
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devious  path  ;  lose  you  in  an  inextricable  wilderness  ;  hurry  you 
over  rocks  and  precipices  ;  or  plunge  you  into  marshes  or  quick- 
sands. God  sent  you.  and  let  me  exhort  you  to  believe  that  he 
sent  you,  into  this  world,  to  do  your  duty  ;  to  love,  and  fear,  and 
serve,  and  ejlorifv  him.  In  this  way,  he  intended  you  should  find 
your  real  enjoyment.  You,  it  is  true,  may  refuse  to  walk  in  it; 
but  you  cannot  make  any  other  way  either  happy  or  safe.  The 
counsel  of  the  Lord,  in  this  respect  as  well  as  in  every  other,  stand- 
eth  forever  ^  and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations.  In 
vain  will  you  seek  to  change  the  nature  of  things.  You  will  find 
happiness  where  he  has  placed  it :  every  where  else  you  will  look 
for  it  in  vain. 

In  the  mean  time,  if  you  embrace  this  doctrine,  you  will  be- 
come just  such  beings,  as  those,  who  have  embraced  it  before  you. 
With  growing,  restless,  inextinguishable  desires,  desires  incapable 
of  being  satisfied,  you  will  thirst,  and  toil,  and  hunt,  for  office,  suf- 
frages, popular  applause,  gold,  splendour,  and  pleasure.  And 
what  will  you  gain  ?  Look,  for  an  answer  to  this  question,  to 
those,  who  have  already  tried  the  chase.  Dismiss,  however, 
from  this  list  the  train  of  wretched  men,  who  have  worried  them- 
selves in  the  pursuit  without  success ;  and  who,  with  haggard 
looks,  and  broken  hearts,  hang  upon  those  around  them  with  bit- 
ter complaints  of  the  injuries  done  to  their  merit,  the  stupid  in- 
sensibility of  their  countrymen,  and  the  base  intrigues  of  their  for- 
tunate rivals.  Look  only  at  the  successful  adventurers.  Mark 
the  devotee  to  office.  Reckon  up  the  fears,  toils,  anxieties,  and 
distresses,  through  which  he  has  waded,  to  gain  possession  of  the 
coveted  object.  Pause  upon  the  sacrifices  of  conscience,  which 
he  has  made,  to  acquire  the  popular  favour;  the  mean  compli- 
ances, which  he  undergoes,  to  secure  the  good  will  of  his  superi- 
ors ;  the  prostitution  of  his  reason  in  defending  false  pnnciples, 
and  of  his  tongue  in  uttering  false  declarations ;  the  frail  tenure, 
by  which  he  has  holden  his  office ;  and  the  deplorable  mortifica- 
tion, with  which  he  has  lost  it.  See  him  the  object  of  general 
jealousy  ;  a  mark  for  every  >cribbIerto  shoot  at ;  blackened  over 
by  the  brush  of  slander  ;  and  pierced  through  with  the  darts  of  ri- 
dicule. Remember,  that  all  this  while  he  has  scarcely  known, 
that  he  had  a  God  to  be  worshipped,  or  a  soul  to  be  saved  :  and 
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that,  without  a  hope  or  desire  of  heaven,  he  is  crawhng  along  the 
downhill  side  of  life,  only  to  find  a  solitary  grave  :  and  you  will 
never  believe,  that  his  chase  for  power  was  an  enviable  career. 
Nor  does  the  miser  make  a  more  hopeful  figure  in  this  picture 
of  man.  Follow  him  to  and  from  the  mole-hill,  which  he  has 
been  struggling  to  heap  up  through  a  series  of  years  by  night  as 
well  as  by  day.  Behold  him  dragging  his  load  of  dirt  and  dross, 
with  the  same  drudgery,  to  which  a  hard  master  condemns  an 
African  slave.  Sjch  a  slave  he  voluntarily  makes  himself  through- 
out life :  willingly  a  stranger  to  convenience  and  comfort,  and 
judicially  sentenced  by  himself  to  subsist  on  bare  necessaries.  In 
the  mean  time  he  is  distressed  with  fears  at  every  approaching 
foot,  lest  it  should  invade  his  accumulated  treasures  ;  and  starts 
by  day,  and  watches  by  night,  under  the  apprehensions  of  loss,  en- 
croachment, and  plunder.  In  this  weary,  narrow  path  of  an  em- 
met he  winds  his  shortening  excursions ;  until  death  treads  upon 
his  mole-hill,  and  buries  him  in  its  ruins. 

Of  ti;*"  man  of  show  it  needs  only  to  be  said,  that  he  lives  upon 
the  gaze,  the  admiration,  and  tin;  flattery,  of  his  fellow-men. 
Thin,  unsubstantial  food  for  an  immortal  mind !  When  others 
cease  to  admire,  and  to  applaud,  he  ceases  to  be  happy.  The 
trifling,  fl  ittering,  buzzing  course  of  such  an  insect,  as  this,  can 
only  engage  attention  for  a  moment.  A  gaudy  thing  may  attract, 
but  can  never  fix,  the  eye.  Another  gaudy  thing  soon  takes  its 
place.  To  this  succeeds  another.  All  may  shine  through  their 
day ;  but  not  one  of  those,  who  stare  at  the  butter-flies,  while 
they  are  passing,  will  ask  at  night  what  is  become  of  them. 

Turn  your  eyes  finally  to  the  Epicurean  child  of  voluptuous- 
ness. How  little  are  his  darling  pursuits  elevated  above  those  of 
the  swine.  Life  to  him  is  not  an  accepted  time  ;  but  a  time  to  eat, 
and  drink,  and  sleep:  a  day^  not  of  salvation,  but  of  lewdness;  of 
pleasures,  in  which  brutes  are  his  superiors,  because  their  enjoy- 
ments are  on  the  one  hand  lawful,  and  on  the  other  innoxious  to 
health  and  life.  This  man  has  renounced  the  rational  character, 
and  made  animals  his  kindred,  his  peers,  and  his  patterns.  After 
a  life,  usually  a  short  one,  spent  in  a  toilsome  pursuit  of  sensual 
gratification ;  with  a  broken  constitution,  diseased  limbs,  and  a 
palsied  palate;  the  power  of  enjoyment  lost;  his  soul  shrunk  and 


432  ^^  CONFORMITY  [SER.  XXIIL 

withered,  and  his  body  fattened  for  the  grave  ;  he  lies  down  in  the 
dust,  pampered  so  laboriously,  aud  so  long,  only  to  become  a 
richer  feast  for  worms. 

Such  is  the  life,  and  death,  of  men,  who  declare  themselves 
sent  into  the  world  to  enjoy.  Can  you  see  any  thing  in  these  men 
to  envy,  admire,  or  approve  ?  Can  God  approve  them  ?  Have 
they  at  all  answered  the  end  of  their  creation  ?  Has  their  exist- 
ence been  at  all  honourabit  to  H-m,  or  useful  to  the  universe? 
Have  they  not  plainly  been  spots  on  the  creation  ? 

God  sent  you  into  the  world,  to  do  your  duty,  to  Jill  up  your  life 
with  usefulness,  and  thus  to  honour  his  great  Name  ;  and,  by  a  pa^ 
tient  continuance  in  this  happy  course,  to  secure  to  yourselves  ^/o- 
ry,  honour,  and  immortality,  beyond  the  grave.  Firmly  lay  hold 
on  this  plain,  reasonable,  Scriptural  doctrine  ;  and  let  all  your 
conduct  prove,  that  it  has  a  seat  in  your  hearts,  and  a  controlling 
influe  re  on  your  lives. 

A  kindred  opinion  to  that,  which  I  have  last  censured,  or  rather 
a  branch  of  it,  is  this,  that  Amusements  are,  peculiarly,  the  employ' 
ment  of  the  present  life.  In  conformity  to  this  doctrine,  multi- 
tudes of  the  gay  and  opulent  devote  to  amusements  the  princi- 
pal part  of  their  lives.  To  dress,  to  visit,  to  receive  visits,  to 
ride  for  pleasure,  to  game,  to  dance,  and  to  frequent  the  theatre, 
occupy  almost  all  their  time,  as  well  as  thoughts  ;  and  their  final 
account  will  be  chiefly  a  mere  re(  tal  of  their  amusements.  I 
need  not  ask  you  what  will  be  the  sentence  founded  on  such  a  re- 
cital. 

Serious  and  useful  business  is  thf  employment,  destined  by  God  to 
fill  up  t:  e  '?  le  circle  of  our  earthly  being.  With  these  people,  such 
business,  when  it  exists  at  all,  is  a  mere  preparation  for  amuse- 
ment. With  wise  and  gool  men,  amusement  is  only  a  relaxation 
from  business  ;  admitted,  because  it  is  necessary  for  such  frail  na- 
tures as  ours,  which  are  soon  exhausted  by  graver  emplojments. 
To  these  giddy,  fluttering  beings  it  is  the  only  serious  employment 
of  life  ;  and  they  never  cease  to  sing,  and  sport,  till  that  fatal  frost 
arrives,  which  terminates  the  little  summer  of  their  existence. 
There  can  be  no  greater  contrast,  than  this,  to  the  laborious  acti- 
vity of  Christ,  and  his  Apostles. 

I  shall  only  add,  under  this  head,  what  may  be  called  the  world- 
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lymode  of  observing  the  Sabbath.  By  this  I  intend  not  an  avow^ 
ed  profanation  of  it,  but  a  more  decent  mode  of  turning  it  from  a 
sacred  day  into  a  secular  one  :  a  kind  of  genteel  observation  of 
the  sabbath  ;  continually  found  among  persons,  who  make  the 
journey  of  life  along  the  confines  of  religion  and  impiety,  at  the 
half-way  distance  between  both.  These  persons  usually  attend 
pubHc  worship  with  much  decorum ;  commend,  or  censure,  the 
prayers,  the  sermon,  and  the  psalmody  ;  converse  about  the  stran- 
gers who  were  at  church  ;  criticise  the  dresses  and  fashions  ;  re* 
hearse  the  public  and  private  news ;  read  books  of  entertain- 
ment,  newspapers,  and  letters ;  write  letters  in  return ;  make, 
and  receive,  visits,  especially  from  their  particular  friends,  and 
from  strangers. 

In  these,  and  the  like,  modes  of  conduct  they  contrive  to  while 
away  tifty-two  sabbaths  in  a  year,  without  any  very  indecent  con- 
duct, and  without  a  single  act  of  religion.  They  never  really 
worship  God.  They  never  really  seek  salvation.  Nor  do  they 
advance  by  all  their  decorum,  nor  by  all  their  sabbaths,  a  single 
step  towards  heaven.  To  them  this  divinely  accepted  time,  to 
them  the  whole  day  of  salvation,  is  lost,  not  by  profaneness,  but 
by  decency.  Life,  to  them,  is  spent  in  making  a  compromise 
between  God  and  the  world;  and  in  so  blending  religion  with 
sin,  that  they  may  be  worldlings  here,  and  yet  be  glorified  spirits 
hereafter.  He,  who  does  not  design  to  keep  the  sabbath  holy, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  will  never  religiously  keep  it  at  all. 
He,  who  does  not  turn  away  his  foot  from  finding  his  own  pleasure 
on  this  holy  day  will  never  find  it  a  lime  of  acceptance,  nor  a  day  of 
salvation. 

3dly.  Avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  being  governed  in  your  opinions 
and  conduct  by  Words,  and  Names. 

This  direction  will  probably  seem  to  you  mere  trifling.  I  trust, 
however,  I  shall  show  you,  that  it  is  of  very  serious  importance. 
The  idolatry  of  the  heathen  was  occupied  in  the  worship  of  a 
great  variety  of  false  Deities ;  such  as  men,  brutes,  stocks  of 
wood,  and  images  of  stone.  The  idolatry  of  multitudes,  who  call 
themselves  Christians,  is  rendered  to  Words,  and  Names  ^  parti- 
cularly to  those  which  are  called  general  and  abstract  terms.  A 
part  of  these  words  seem  to  take  the  place  of  those,  which  oursa- 
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vages,  and  St>me  other  iieathen  nations,  style  good  spirits.  Anoth- 
er part  appear  to  be  considered  as  partaking  of  the  nature  of  evil 
spirits.  The  former  class  receive  those  devoirs  of  men,  which 
arise  from  respect.  The  latter  have  a  kind  of  homage  paid  to 
tliem,  which  is  originated  only  by  dread. 

.  When  Infidels  attack  Christianity,  it  is  remarkable,  that  they 
scarcely  ever  call  it  by  its  real  and  proper  names :  such  as 
Christianity,  Religion,  Piety,  and  Virtue.  Instead  of  these,  they 
substitute  Fanaticism,  Enthusiasm,  Superstition,  Blind  Zeal,  and 
others  of  the  like  import.  By  these  formidable  names  multitudes 
of  persons,  such  especially,  as  were  ^oung,  have  been  frightened 
away  from  Religion,  who,  not  improbably,  might  have  marched 
coolly  up  to  the  mouth  of  a  cannon.  Their  own  doctrines,  in 
the  mean  time,  Infidels  have  dignified  with  the  names  o(  Reason, 
and  Philosophy  j  and  their  character  with  that  o(  free-thinking. 
To  these  pleasant  sounds,  thousands  have  bent  their  knees  in 
humble  homage,  and  rendered  up  their  souls  as  a  free-will  of- 
fering. 

With  a  similar  spirit,  and  with  exactly  the  same  propriety,  men 
of  latitudinarian  sentiments  extensively  style  themselves  Rational 
Christians,  Liberal  minded  Christians  and  Men  of  liberality.  Per- 
sons, in  the  mean  time,  who  differ  from  them  by  a  stricter  adher- 
ence to  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  Gospel,  they  characterize 
as  rigid,  superstitious,  fanatical,  enthusiastic,  narrow  minded,  zeal- 
ots, and  bigots.  From  this  language  you  would  be  naturally  led 
to  suppose,  that  the  men,  who  give  these  names,  were  more  ra- 
tional, more  severe  students  of  Theology,  men  of  sounder  under- 
standing, more  candid,  more  devoted  to  the  pleasure,  and  more 
solicitous  about  the  will,  of  God,  than  their  antagonists.  But  no- 
thing is  farther  from  the  truth,  than  such  a  supposition.  The 
whole  of  what  is  really  meant  is  no  more  than  this  ;  that  they  are 
more  indifferent  to  the  truth  of  God  ;  more  regardless  of  his  plea- 
sure ;»more  heedless  of  the  declarations,  doctrines,- and  duties,  of 
the  Gospel ;  more  disposed  to  rely  on  their  own  reason,  and  less 
on  the  Scriptures,  for  the  regulation  of  their  lives,  and  the  safe  es- 
tablishment of  their  final  destinies. 

Does  liberulity,  as  it  respects  religious  subjects,  consist  with 
the  most,  reverential  and  sacred  regard  to  the  truth  of  God,  or 
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not  ?  If  it  does ;  then  he,  who  most  exactly  and  strictly  adheres 
to  the  truth  of  God,  is  undoubtedly  the  truly  liberal  man.  If  it 
does  not;  tiien  liberality  is  inconsistent  with  Christianity.  "  To 
the  law,  and  to  the  testimony,"  says  Isaiah :  "  if  they  speak  not 
according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them." 
Does  it  consist  with  paring  away  ihe  meaning  of  the  Scriptures  ? 
If  it  does,  the  Intidel,  who  cuts  them  all  away  at  once,  is  undoubt- 
edly an  eminently  liberal  man ;  and  is  entirely  justified,  when  he 
heaps  upon  those,  who  style  themselves  rational  and  liberal  Chris- 
tians, the  very  names  of  bigotry,  superstition,  and  fanaticism, 
which  they  cast  so  freely  upon  others.  Moses  thought  differently 
concerning  this  subject.  "  Thou  shalt  not  add  unto  his  words," 
said  this  divine  writer,  "  nor  diminish  ought  from  them."  St.  John 
was  of  a  different  opinion.  "  If  any  man  add  unto  the  words  of 
this  book ;  God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in 
it.  If  any  man  take  away  from  the  words  of  this  book  ;  God  shall 
take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life."  St,  Paul  was  of  a 
different  opinion.  "  Let  God  be  true  ;  but  every  man  a  liar:" 
i.  e.  every  man,  who  opposes  the  truth  of  his  Maker. 

Liberality  is  a  term,  which  was  formerly  used  to  denote  a 
branch,  or  exercise,  of  real  virtue.  If  it  be  now  thus  used  ;  the 
most  virtuous,  the  most  strictly  religious,  man  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  liberal  man.  It  was  formerly  used,  with  respect  to  the  sub- 
ject in  hand,  to  denote  a  fair,  candid -construction  of  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  an  equitable  openness  to  argument  and  evidence ;  a  dis- 
position to  receive  the  truth  readily,  and  to  adhere  to  it  faithfully. 
Liberality,  in  this  sense,  is  an  honour  to  human  nature. 

At  the  present  time,  both  these  terms  are  extensively  used  in  a 
very  different  sense.  Rational  Christianity,  so  far  as  I  can  un- 
derstand most,  who  deal  in  this  language,  denotes,  with  respect  to 
its  doctrines,  such  a  construction  of  the  Scriptures,  as  shall  make 
them  accord,  not  with  themselves,  not  with  the  plain  and  obvious 
meaning  of  their  words,  but  with  a  pre-conceived,  andpre-determin- 
ed,  religious  system;  with  a  philosophical  scheme  of  religion, 
formed  by  the  human  mind,  to  which  the  Word  of  the  infinite 
God,  however  opposed,  is  forced  to  bend.  As  rational  Christiani- 
ty respects  the  disposition,  it  really  denotes  a  decent,  cold,  heart- 
less conformity  to  this  system,  without  any  visible  regard,  or  pre- 
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tension,  to  the  Evangelical  character.  All  affection,  all  zeal,  for 
the  cause  and  kingdom  of  God,  all  concern  of  the  heart  in  the  in- 
terests and  duties  of  Religion,  are,  so  far  as  I  have  had  opportu- 
nity to  observe,  not  only  laid  aside,  but  disclainned,  opposed,  and 
contemned. 

Liberality,  in  modern  language,  denotes  a  general  indifference 
to  truth  and  righteousness ;  a  general  opposition  to  all  that  is  aw- 
ful in  the  Scriptural  declarations,  to  all  that  is  spiritual  and  hea- 
venly in  the  divine  doctrines  and  promises,  and  to  all  that  is  strict, 
exact,  and  just,  in  the  meaning  of  Scriptural  language,  when  con- 
strued according  to  the  same  rules,  by  which  men  interpret  eve- 
ry other  book.  Modern  liberality  is  charitable  towards  all  er- 
rors, and  all  licentiousness,  except  that  which  is  openly  scanda- 
lous ;  and  wonderfully  uncharitable  towards  sound  doctrines,  and 
Evangelical  virtue. 

You  my  young  friends,  are  yet  in  a  great  measure  to  learn,  that 
very  good  names  may  be  given  to  very  bad  persons  and  things ; 
and  very  bad  names  to  those  which  are  very  good.  Of  John  the 
Baptist,  it  was  extensively  said,  "  He  hath  a  devil ;"  of  Christ, 
that  he  was  "  a  gluttonous  man,  a  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  publi- 
cans and  sinners."  If,  then,  they  have  called  the  master  of  the 
house  Beelzebub ;  how  much  more  must  they  be  supposed  to  call 
them  of  his  household?'  The  disciple  ought  certainly  to  think  it 
enough,  if,  in  this  respect,  he  finds  himself  in  no  worse  condition 
than  his  Lord.  To  you  it  is  indispensable  for  your  comfort, 
peace,  and  salvation,  that  you  be  not  allured  to  error,  and  sin,  by 
the  flattering  titles  given  to  both  ;  and  that  you  be  not  terrified 
away  from  truth,  and  righteousness,  by  the  hard  names,  profusely 
lavished  on  them.  Burst  the  thin  veil  of  words ;  and  make  your 
way  directly  to  things.  You  will  then  find,  and  find  with  cono- 
plete  conviction,  that  he,  who  is  styled  a  fanatic,  an  enthusiast, 
and  a  bigot,  is  often  incomparably  a  wiser  and  a  better  man,  than 
he,  by  whom  he  is  thus  styled  ;  that  no  man  is,  ordinarily,  more 
irrational,  than  the  rational  Christian  ;  and  that  there  is  no  great- 
er bigot,  than  the  man  of  professed  liberality. 

Be  not,  therefore,  conformed  to  the  world  in  the  things,  here 
mentioned  ;  nor  in  any  others,  like  them  :  but  be  transformed  by 
the  rene7inng  of  your  mind.     Aim   in  every  thing  at  Evangelical 
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soundness  in  your  doctrines,  and  at  scrupulous.  Evangelical  ex- 
actness in  your  duty.  Motives,  countless  in  their  number,  and 
infiiite  in  their  moment,  you  cannot  want,  to  force  your  compli- 
ance with  these  precepts.  Among  them,  the  superior  ease,  safe- 
ty, aid  certainty,  with  which  in  this  way  you  will  perform  your 
duty,  ought  never  to  be  forgotten.  It  is  impossible  to  be  a  half 
way  Christian.  Try  as  much,  and  as  long,  as  you  please,  to  serve 
God  and  Mammon;  and  you  will  find  the  trial  fruitless.  To  the 
one  you  will  certainly  hold,  the  other  yow  will  as  certainly  despise. 
The  bare  supposition,  that  it  may  be  safe,  and  proper,  to  change 
the  tenor  of  the  divine  declarations,  to  lessen  the  demands  of  the 
divine  precepts,  or  to  lower  the  terms  of  acceptance  with  God, 
ought  to  terrify  him,  by  whom  it  is  admitted.  A  man  may,  I  ac- 
knowledge, do  this,  and  still  be  a  Christian.  But  let  all  men  re- 
member, that  whosoever  shall  break  one  of  the  least  of  these  com- 
mandments, and  shall  teach  mtn  so,  he  shall  he  called  the  least  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  straight  course  of  truth  and  right- 
eousness is  a  highway,  m  a;^?cA  way-faring  men,  though  fools,  need 
not  err.  A  winding  path  is  always  seen  to  vary  from  the  point, 
originally  proposed.  He,  who  wanders  in  it,  will  often  be  in 
doubt,  and  often  perplexed,  concerning  his  course;  generally 
wearied,  and  frequently  discouraged  by  its  length;  and  not  unfre- 
que.'itly  hopeless  of  arriving  at  tne  place  of  his  destination.  At 
the  same  time,  he  will  be  in  extreme  danger  of  turning  aside  into 
a  by-way,  which,  though  seeming  direct  at  first,  will  wind  con- 
tinually farther  and  farther  and  farther  about,  and  will  finally  con- 
duct him  away  from  eternal  life. 

Whatever  others  may  say,  or  do  ;  to  you  there  is,  there  can  be, 
but  one  thing  needful.  It  is,  to  choose  that  good  part,  which  shall 
never  he  taken  from  you.  All  things  else  are  dross  and  dirt:  and, 
however  desired  by  mankind,  are  unworthy  of  being  compared 
with  this,  even  for  a  moment.  God  has  smiled  upon  you  from 
the  dawn  of  your  being.  He  has  given  you  your  birth  in  a  Chris- 
tian land.  He  has  educated  you  in  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing. He  has  called  you  to  wisdom,  and  glory,  and  virtue.  Let 
not  these  blessings  be  given  to  you  in  vain.  Receive  them  with 
unceasing  and  unspeakable  gratitude.  Employ  them  to  the  in- 
estimable purpose,  for  which  they  were  given  by  your  divine  Be- 
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nefactor.  Remember,  that  each  of  you  has  a  soul  to  be  saved,  or 
to  be  lost;  that  the  world,  that  the  universe,  weighed  against  it, 
is  the  small  dust  of  the  balance ;  that  the  Son  of  God  died,  to  pur- 
chase for  you  salvation  ;  that  the  Spirit  of  God  waits  with  infinite 
kindness,  to  renew  yon  unto  eternal  life  ;  that  heaven  has  open- 
ed its  doors  to  receive  you  iiito  its  delightful  mansions ;  that  all 
things  are  ready  ^  that  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say  to  each  of  you, 
"  Come,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely  ;"  and  that  it  will  be  a 
transporting,  a  rapturous,  sight,  to  behold  all  of  you,  without  one 
missing,  assembled  in  the  kingdom  of  the  blessed. "  But  to  this 
end,  you  must  resolve  ;«&<  to  be  conformed  to  this  world.  If  any 
man  love  the  world ;  remember,  that  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
him.  Boldly,  therefore,  meet  its  frowns  ;  and  steadily  despise 
its  smiles.  Disregard  alike  its  hard  and  its  soft  names,  its  flatte- 
ries and  its  censures.  Resolutely  and  invariably,  reject  its  loose 
doctrines ;  and  abhor  its  licentious  practices.  It  may  be  more 
pleasant,  but  it  will  not  in  the  end  be  more  profitable,  to  go  de- 
cently to  perdition,  than  to  go  scandalously.  It  is  your  business 
to  do  neither.  Heaven  is  your  proper  home.  Point  your  course 
to  that  glorious  and  happy  world ;  and  let  every  step,  which  you 
take  here,  advance  you  towards  immortal  life.  Let  angels  be- 
hold your  progress,  and  rejoice  over  your  repentance  ;  and  the 
spirits  of  the  just  prepare  to  welcome  you  to  their  divine  as- 
semblv. 
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ON  THE  PARENTAL  CHARACTER  OF  GOD. 


PREACHED  TO  THE   CANDIDATES   TOR  THE    BACCALAUREATE 

IN  1809. 

Ephesians  v.  1. 
Be  ye,  therefore,  followers   of  God,   as   dear   Children. 

There  is  probably  no  scene  in  the  present  world,  which  pre- 
sents a  more  interesting  prospect  to  the  eye,  or  which  is  usually 
described  in  terms  of  more  ardour  and  animation,  than  a  well 
regulated  family. 

The  natural  Relations  come  more  easily,  uniformly,  and  di- 
rectly, to  the  heart,  than  any  other:  and  among  these  the  domes- 
tic relations  excite  peculiar  interest.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
world,  Which  is  so  venerable,  as  the  character  of  parents  ;  nothing 
so  intimate  and  endearing,  as  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife  5 
nothing  so  tender  as  that  of  children  ;  nothing  so  lovely  as  those 
of  brothers  and  sisters.  The  little  circle  is  made  one  by  a  single 
interest,  and  by  a  singular  union  of  affections. 

Children  are  born  with  a  thousand  circumstances  of  endear- 
ment. The  anxiety  and  distress,  with  which  the  dawn  of  their 
being  is  attended,  make  them  objects  of  peculiar  tenderness  from 
their  birth.  They  are  then  absolutely  helpless  ;  and  live  only  on 
the  care  of  others.  Every  moment,  both  when  awake  and  when 
asleep,  they  demand  of  their  parents,  with  irresistible  claims,  the 
protecting  hand,  the  watchful  eye,  and  the  ever  attentive  heart. 
If  neglected,  they  suffer:  if  forgotten,  they  perish.  How  rarely 
are  they  forgotten  :  how  rarely  even  in  poverty,  sickness,  or  profli- 
gacy J  which,  especially  the  last,  so  etiectually  harden  the  heart 
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against  all  objects,  beside  those  of  absolute  selfishness.  The  very 
cares  and  toils,  which  are  employed  on  them,  only  render  (hem 
more  beloved :  and  an  ample  reward  is  furnished  for  all  the  la- 
bour, expense,  and  suffering,  undergone  in  their  behalf,  by  their 
health,  their  ^-afet},  their  comforts,  and  iheir  smiles. 

Infancy  speedily  terminates  in  childhood.  At  this  period  com- 
mences a  new  train  of  affectionate  and  unceasing  etibrt<  to  form 
their  minds  to  knowledge,  virtue,  ar.d  usefulness.  While  the  care 
and  expense,  with  which  their  daily  wants  are  supplied,  are  con- 
tinued, and  increased  ;  both  are  additionally  demanded,  to  furnish 
those  supplies,  which  are  now  become  necessary  for  their  minds. 
In  this  situation  the  parents  become  «iore  amiable,  and  the  chil- 
dren more  interesting.  Their  minds,  hitherto  confined  to  the 
house,  and  the  court-yard,  are  now,  for  the  firs!  time,  permitted  to 
wander  abroad  to  the  confines  of  that  universe,  in  which  they  are 
ultimately  to  live,  and  act.  By  ten  thousand  successive  cares  and 
efforts,  both  of  the  parents,  and  of  others  employed  by  them,  the 
children  are  taught,  successively,  the  various  kinds  of  knowledge, 
which  will  expand  their  views,  and  qualify  them  for  business.  At 
the  same  time,  those  useful  habits  of  thinking  and  acting  are  be- 
gun, which  will  enable  them  to  be  beneficial  to  themselves  and 
to  their  fellow-men.  Gradually,  as  they  advance  in  years,  capa- 
city, and  strength,  they  are  matured  into  the  character  and  the 
hopes  of  adult  age  ;  are  taught  to  thuik,  judge,  and  act,  for  them- 
selves ;  and  are  enabled  to  sustain  the  relations,  and  perform  the 
duties,  which  may  render  them  blessings  to  mankind. 

To  this  end  all  the  instructions  which  they  receive,  all  (he  im- 
pressions made  on  their  hearts,  all  the  examples  set  before  their 
eyes,  and  all  the  habits  inwrought  into  their  character;  unitedly 
conspire.  Of  the  innumerable  efforts,  made  in  their  education, 
not  one,  unless  radically  unwise  and  mischievous,  has  probably 
been  made  in  vain.  How  many  have  these  efforts  been  ;  and  of 
what  indispensable  importance  to  those  for  whom  they  were 
made  ?  How  amiable  the  character  of  parents  in  making  them  : 
how  deserving  of  the  love  and  the  veneration  of  their  children? 
During  this  period  also,  the  minds  of  children  are  opened  to  the 
knowledge  of  God  ;  and  to  the  truths  and  duties  of  the  Religion, 
which  he  has  taught  mankind.     Almost  at  the  dawn  of  life  they 
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iearn  the  existence,  character,  presence,  and  agency,  of  this  glori- 
ous and  awful  Being.  From  Him,  they  are  informed,  they  have 
derived  their  existence,  their  continuance  in  life,  their  safety,  their 
comforts,  and  their  hopes.  They  are  taught,  as  soon  as  they  are 
capable  of  receiving  the  instruction,  that  the  end,  for  which  they 
were  made,  is  to  glorify  him  by  faithfully  obeying  his  pleasure ; 
and  that  to  him  they  are  accountable  for  the  manner,  in  which 
they  employ  their  faculties,  and  their  time.  With  these  instruc- 
tions they  also  learn,  that  they  are  sinful  beings ;  that  to  save  them 
from  sin,  and  the  misery,  which  it  produces,  and  with  which  it  is 
rewarded,  the  Son  of  God  came  into  the  world;  published  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation  ;  lived  a  humble,  sutFering  life  ;  and  died 
on  the  Cross.  In  consequence  of  the  wonderful  Mediation  of  this 
glorious  Person,  they  behold  the  Gates  of  Heaven  opened  to  evan- 
gehcal  faith,  repentance,  and  holiness  ;  and  immortal  hfe  dawning 
anew  upon  this  cloudy,  melancholy  world. 

Inseparably  intertwined  with  these  inestimable  precepts,  all  the 
duties  which  they  owe  to  their  Creator,  their  fellow-creatures,  and 
themselves,  are,  by  degrees,  unfolded  to  their  view,  and  impressed 
on  their  hearts,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  fashioned  with  unceas- 
ing care,  toil  and  tenderness,  into  a  spirit  of  submission  to  paren- 
tal government ;  and  prepared  by  slowly  imbibed  habit  for  sub- 
mission to  all  other  authority,  both  human  and  divine.  In  this 
manner  they  are  prevented  from  becoming  savages ;  and,  imper- 
ceptibly to  themselves,  are  moulded  into  men.  In  this  manner 
they  are  prepared  to  take  their  place  and  station  in  the  universe; 
and  to  fill  the  sphere,  destined  to  them  by  their  Maker.  In  this 
manner  they  are  fitted  to  live,  and  act,  in  obedience  not  to  Wind 
and  furious  passions,  but  to  sober  reason,  enlightened  conscience, 
and  evangelical  piety. 

Thus  the  great  task  goes  on  ;  and,  laborious  as  it  is,  goes  on 
cheerfully  ;  until  it  is  completed  ;  and  the  children  are  sent  abroad 
into  the  world,  to  repeat  the  same  exertions  for  their  own  offspring. 
On  this  occasion,  the  parents  distribute  to  them,  with  a  bountiful 
hand,  a  liberal  share  of  their  own  earnings,  during  a  life  of  indus- 
trious and  frugal  toil.  But  parental  love  stops  not  here.  It  goes 
with  their  children  wherever  they  go  ;  resides  with  them  wherever 
they  reside  ;    rejoices  when  they    rejoice  5   mourns   when  they 
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mouin  ;  and  blends  its  hopes,  and  fears,  and  sufferings,  with  theirs. 
With  life  only  does  it  expire:  and  its  closing  scenes  are  the  dying 
bed  and  the  grave. 

hi  surveying  such  a  fannily,  how  many  interesting  objects  are 
presented  to  a  considerate  eye,  and  a  susceptible  heart?  The 
world  furnishes  not  so  delightful  an  image  of  tenderness,  as  mater- 
nal care,  watching,  sustaining,  and  cherishing,  its  beloved  off- 
spring. The  world  never  beheld  the  human  character  in  so  love- 
ly a  form,  as  that  of  the  smiling,  prattling  Infant,  lisping  its  half 
formed  thoughts  and  sweet  affections,  in  the  artless  eloquence  of 
nature  ;  and  imitating  every  thing  which  it  sees  or  hears,  in  a  man- 
ner, wholly  inimitable  by  others.  Through  the  successive  pe- 
riods of  childhood  and  youth  the  eye  of  an  observer  is  not  less  in- 
terested by  the  sight  of  amiable,  hopeful  children,  passing  honour- 
ably through  the  several  periods  of  Education  ;  imbibing  useful 
knowledge  ;  forming  useful  habits  ;  interchanging  daily  their  mu- 
tual offices  of  affection  ;  receiving  daily  blessings  from  their  pa- 
rents ;  and  retributing  them  with  the  delightful  fruits  of  filial  pie- 
ty. At  the  parental  board  or  at  the  fire-side,  who,  that  has  a  heart, 
would  not  be  richly  gratified  to  behold  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
such  a  family  looking  round  on  each  other  with  love  ;  and  raising 
up  to  their  parents,  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  happy  group,  the  eye  of 
duty,  gratitude,  and  veneration  ?  Who  would  not  mingle  in  the  ten- 
derness, the  complacency,  the  smiles,  of  the  parents,  while  they 
beheld  themselves  revived  in  their  children,  and  living  in  their 
persons,  and  their  descendants,  through  succeeding  generations  ? 

A  still  more  interesting  prospect  is  presented  by  the  same  fami- 
ly, assembled  for  thnir  morning  and  evening  devotions,  and  with 
one  united  voice  calling  down  from  Heaven  blessings,  in  which 
every  one  is  to  share.  Equally  delightful  is  the  sight  of  the  same 
family,  going /o  the  house  of  God  in  company  ,•  blending  hearts  and 
voices  in  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary  ;  assembling  around  the  ta- 
ble of  Christ,  to  celebrate  the  wonders  of  Redeeming  Love  ;  re- 
alizing with  transport,  as  well  as  with  humility,  their  own  united 
interest  in  the  blessings,  purchased  by  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
God;  and  edifying,  and  warming,  the  hearts  of  all  around  them 
with  their  fervent  and  undissembled  piety. 

There  is  no  situation,  in  which  such  a  fannilv  can  be  seen  with- 
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out  emotion,  or  without  profit.  I  will,  however,  follow  them  only 
to  one  more.  Even  this  family  must  leave  the  world.  The  pa- 
rents highly  as  they  are  reverenced  must  die  before  their  children, 
or  follow  them,  beloved  as  they  are,  to  the  grave.  With  what 
emotions  must  they  commit  to  the  dust  a  father  and  a  mother,  to 
whom,  under  God,  they  owe  all  which  they  are,  and  all  which  they 
hope  for  in  the  future  world.  While  they  mourn  the  loss  of  these, 
the  best  of  all,  earthly  friends,  with  the  veneration  and  tenderness, 
begun  in  the  affection  of  nature,  and  completed  by  evangelical 
virtue ;  how  must  their  views  be  exalted,  and  their  hearts  warmed 
with  rapture,  while  contemplating  the  flight  of  these  friends  to  the 
regions  of  immortality,  and  hoping,  and  preparing,  speedily  to  be 
reunited  to  them  in  the  bonds  of  eternal  love,  and  the  possession 
of  unfading  joy. 

To  the  view,  which  I  have  given  of  this  subject,  God  himself 
has  set  his  own  seal ;  and  furnished  an  abundant  warrant  for  much 
more  than  I  have  said.  He  has  formed  the  whole  race  of  Adam 
into  families  ;  the  first  of  which  he  planted  in  Paradise,  to  people 
the  world  with  inhabitants,  who  should  obey  his  pleasure,  and  be 
only  amiable  in  his  sight.  After  the  apostasy  he  began,  and  has 
ever  since  continued,  to  select  from  among  mankind  all  the  peni- 
tent and  virtuous,  to  be  a  peculiar  people  unto  himself.  This 
collection  of  the  human  race  he  has  staled,  throughout  the  Scrip- 
tures, his  sons  and  daughters  ;  his  children  ;  the  household  of  faith  ; 
the  household  of  God;  the  family^  which,  both  in  Heaven  and  earth, 
is  named  after  Christ.  Of  this  family  he  is  pleased  customarily  to 
style  himself  </ie  Father,  throughout  the  Scriptures  :  a  title,  in  this 
application  of  it  infinitely  venerable  and  endearing,  and  casting 
around  even  the  Deity  himself  a  peculiar  and  glorious  lustre. 

It  cannot  be  an  unprofitable  employment,  unless  we  choose  to 
make  it  so,  to  examine  the  manner,  in  which  the  great  Being  who 
made  the  universe,  is  pleased  to  perform  those  offices  of  benevo- 
lence, which  he  has  taught  us  naturally  to  expect  from  his  assump- 
tion of  this  affectionate  character. 

The  observations,  which  I  shall  make  concerning  this  subject, 
although  in  most  instances  equally  interesting  to  every  person 
present,  I  shall,  in  form,  address  to  the  Youths,  for  whom  this  dis- 
course is  especially  written.  To  you,  my  young  friends,  let  me 
observe , 
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1st.   That  God  has  given  you  your  being. 

In  this  respect  God  is  your  Father  in  the  highest  possible  sense. 
He  created  both  your  bodies  and  your  minds.  From  this  wonderful 
act,  possible  only  to  the  Mind,  which  is  itself  Uncreated  and  Infi- 
nite, you  are  to  date  your  existence,  your  enjoyments,  and  your 
hopes,  throughout  the  endless  progress  of  duration.  The  germ 
then  was  formed,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  grow,  and  blossom, 
and  bear  fruit,  in  every  period  of  eternity. 

2dly.  He  sustains  you  -with  a  parental  hand. 

All  the  means  of  your  sustenance  he  created  by  the  same  power, 
Avisdom,  and  goodness,  which  originated  your  existence.  He  gave 
existence  both  to  the  plants  and  the  animals,  which  have  supplied 
3-ou  with  food  and  raiment,  from  your  birth  to  the  present  hour. 
The  former  he  raised  to  perfection  by  the  mysterious  nurture  of 
the  rain  and  sunshine  :  the  latter  he  taught  with  instinctive  wis- 
dom to  find  the  food  and  the  safety,  which  his  own  hand  had  pro- 
vided, and  fitted  them,  in  ways  not  less  mysterious,  to  become  the 
means  of  support,  comfort,  and  even  luxury,  to  you.  The  food 
by  which  you  have  been  sustained,  the  raiment  which  has  cover- 
ed you,  the  very  houses  which  have  sheltered  you,  the  beds  in 
which  you  have  slept,  the  fuel  by  which  you  have  been  warmed, 
as  well  as  the  glorious  lights  of  heaven,  by  which  you  have  been 
guided,  equally,  to  your  business  and  your  enjoyments,  and  the 
earth,  on  which  you  dwell,  the  scene  of  all  that  business  and  those 
enjoyments ;  are,  in  the  same  manner,  the  works  of  his  hands,  and 
ihe  gifts  of  his  bounty  to  you. 

All  these  blessings  he  has  rendered  doubly  precious  by  causing 
them  to  flow  to  you  through  the  hands  of  your  parents.  He  gave 
you  these  parents ;  and  furnished  them  with  that  singular  and 
mysterious  affection,  which,  commencing  with  your  birth,  has  fol- 
lowed you  through  life,  hitherto,  by  night  and  by  day,  in  sickness 
and  in  health,  with  every  act  of  tenderness  and  bounty,  which 
your  helpless  years,  your  daily  returning  wants,  your  comfort  or 
your  future  usefulness,  could  demand.  Your  enjoyments  have  all 
been  sweetened  by  the  hand,  which  immediately  bestowed  them. 
Thus  he  has  not  only  given  you  the  best  things,  but  given  them  in 
the  best  manner. 

3dly.  He  has  preserved  youtoith  parental  cure. 
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Your  own  recollection  will  probably  remind  most  of  you  of  dan- 
gers, to  which  you  have  been  exposed  ;  diseases,  by  which  you 
have  been  distressed ;  and  near  approaches  to  death,  from  which 
you  have  escaped.  Yon  cannot  fail,  also,  to  perceive,  that  in  in- 
fancy and  childhood  ^our  life  was  a  continual  scene  of  exposure, 
in  which  no  eve  coulu  eflectually  watch  over  you,  and  no  hand  ef- 
fectually preserve  you,  but  his.  Heedless,  giddy,  thoughtless  of 
yourselves;  why  did  you  not  then  perish?  Why  did  not  your 
parents  weep  over  your  premature  death?  Why  are  they  not 
now,  at  times,  wandering  themselves-  and  conducting  their 
friends,  to  your  untimely  grave  ?  Why  are  you  not  now  agonized 
with  the  Cholic,  or  wasting  with  the  consumption  ?  Who,  to 
double  all  your  other  blessiiigs,  has  given,  and  preserved,  to  you, 
severally,  that  circle  of  friends,  who  sympathize  with  you  in  every 
sorrow,  as  well  as  in  every  joy  ;  and  love  to  multiply  both  plea- 
sures ar»d  hopes  around  you  ;  without  whom  the  world  would  be 
a  solitude,  and  your  life  a  melancholy  pilgrimage. 

4thly.   He  also  has  educated  you  with  parental  kindness. 

God  has  caused  the  lines  to  fall  to  you  in  pleasant  places^  and  has 
given  you  a  goodly  heritage.  You  are  born  in  a  land  of  health  and 
plenty ;  where,  compared  with  most  other  countries,  life  is  emi- 
nently secure,  and  the  means  of  subsistence  are  singularly  rich 
and  abundant.  Why  were  you  not  left  to  a  life  of  mere  sickness; 
and  languishing  in  the  poisonous  forests  of  Terra  Firma,  or  to  fam- 
ish amid  the  deserts  of  Greenland  ? 

It  is  a  land  of  peace.  Not  one  of  you  has  heard  the  confused 
noise  of  the  battle  uf  the  Warrior,  or  seen  with  an  eye  of  anguish 
garments  rolled  in  blood.  You  sleep  and  wake,  you  walk  and 
study,  you  pursue  business  and  amusement,  you  worship  and  live, 
in  regions  of  quiet  and  safety ;  where  there  is  none  to  molest,  or 
make  you  afraid.  While  the  world  beside  trembles  at  the  sound 
of  the  trumpet,  and  sighs  and  groans  beneath  the  ravages  of  war ; 
while  the  nations  of  Europe  are  visited  by  the  Lord  of  Hosts  with 
thunder,  and  with  earthquake,  and  great  noise,  with  storm  and  tem- 
pest, and  the  flame  of  devouring  f  re  ^  we  behold  our  Jerusalem  a 
quiet  habitation  ;  a  tabernacle  that  shall  not  be  taken  down  :  not  one 
of  the  stakes  thereof  h&s  been,  nor  as  we  hope,  shall  be  removed  ; 
nor  any  of  the  cords  thereof  broken.     The  Lord  ha^s  hitherto  been 
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our  judge,  our  lawgiver,  our  king,  and  our  Saviour.  To  his  over- 
flowing goodness  is  it  owing,  that  you  and  your  conr\panions  are 
not  chained  together  as  Conscripts  ;  and  driven  in  a  herd  to  the 
field  of  battle,  to  butcher  your  fellow-men,  rob  them  of  their  pro- 
perty, consume  their  habitations,  wilh  tire,  hurry  their  wives  and 
children  to  an  untimely  grave,  and  in  the  end  leave  youi  bones 
to  whiten  on  the  same  waste  of  death.  To  the  same  goodness  is 
it  owing,  that  your  parents  are  not  now  lamenting  your  fall  by  the 
sword  of  an  enemy,  as  one  mourneth  for  an  only  son,  and  as  one  is 
in  bitterness  for  a  first-born. 

It  is  a  land  of  knoialedge.  Here  all  persons  are  taught  to  read, 
from  the  cradle  ;  and  thus  have  immediate  access  to  the  Word  of 
God.  They  are  qualified,  also,  for  the  various  useful  business  of 
life  ;  and  are  furnished  with  information  to  such  an  extent,  as  to 
make  thinking  a  source  of  continual  pleasure,  and  to  render  them 
useful  instructors  of  their  children  in  the  morning  of  life.  You, 
with  advantages  greatly  superior,  have  been  trained  up  in  the 
hall  of  learning  and  science;  and  have  had  your  minds  enlarged 
with  the  knowledge,  accumulating  for  ages  by  men.  and  the  wis- 
dom, sent  down  from  heaven.  Why  were  you  not  born  on  the 
burning  sands  of  Catfraria  ;  your  bodies  parched  by  a  blazing  cli- 
mate ;  and  your  minds  shrunk  to  the  standard  of  animal  per- 
ception ? 

his  a  land  of  freedom.  Here  you,  and  all  others,  may  do  eve- 
ry thing,  which  is  right,  with  safety  from  molestation.  Within 
this  single  limit,  a  limit  which  every  man  of  worth  prescribes  of 
course  to  himself,  your  own  pleasure  is  the  only  human  law  of 
your  conduct.  You  might  as  easily  have  been  born  under  the 
iron  sceptre  of  despotism  ;  and,  whenever  you  acted,  spoke,  or 
thought,  might  have  trembled  habitually  through  life,  like  a  Chi- 
nese, at  the  apprehension  of  being  observed,  and  disapproved,  by 
some  minion  of  power.  All  that  endears  life,  and  life  itself,  you 
might  now  have  holden  on  the  doubtful  and  terrible  tenure  of  a 
tyrant's  will.  Why  are  you  free,  safe,  and  happy ;  and  ninety- 
nine  hundredths  of  your  fellow-men  bowing  their  nt-cks  under  the 
yoke,  and  sighing  and  groaning  under  the  miseries,  of  political 
bondage  ? 

//  is  aland  of  Religion.     Here  the  Gospel  shines  with  meridian 
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lustre.  The  glad  tidings  of  salvation  are  published  in  the  streets  ; 
and  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  truth- distils  as  the  rain,  and 
drops  as  the  dew.  Once  a  wilderness,  it  has  become  an  Eden :  a 
desart  for  forty  centuries,  it  is  now  a  garden  of  God.  Instead  of 
walking  in  this  light  of  heaven,  you  might  at  the  present  moment 
have  been  groping  in  Heathen  or  Mohammedan  midnight.  In- 
stead of  listening  to  the  sound  of  forgiving  love,  you  might  have 
been  deafened  by  the  shrieks  of  a  bacchanal,  or  the  bowlings  of  a 
Powaw.  Instead  of  being  summoned  to  the  mercy-seat,  invited 
to  the  possession  of  immortal  life,  and  welcomed  to  the  gates  of 
heaven,  you  might  have  been  bound  and  filleted,  butchered  and 
smoking,  on  the  altar  of  a  Demon.  This  house  of  God  might 
have  been  commuted  for  a  pagoda,  the  bible  fot  the  responses  of 
a  Sybil,  and  the  cup  of  the  Lord  for  the  cup  of  Devils.  Why  are 
you  here,  gathered  by  the  command,  and  admitted  to  the  pre- 
sence, of  Jehovah,  fjr  the  divine  purpose  of  obtaining  a  glorious 
immortality  :  and  why  are  others,  as  good  by  nature  as  yoa.perisk- 
ingfor  lack  of  vision  P 

All  the  blessings,  alluded  to  under  this  head,  are  essentially 
made  yours  by  that  great  providential  act,  which  directed  the 
place  of  your  birth.  From  the  moment,  in  which  you  were  born, 
they  have  gathered  around  you,  unsolicited ;  and  have  forced 
themselves  upon  your  acceptance.  How  wonderful,  how  affec- 
tionate, how  divinely  endeared,  is  that  care  of  your  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, by  which  they  have  been  bestowed? 

5thly.  He  has  governed  you,  also,  with  the  kindness  of  a  parent. 
This  indispensable  office  he  has,  to  a  great  extent,  executed  by 
the  agency  of  your  earthly  parents,  and  others,  to  whose  superin- 
tendence you  have  been  committed.  It  is  impossible  for  you 
sufficiently  to  prize  the  value  of  this  dispensation  ;  or  the  kind- 
ness, with  which  it  has  been  administered  by  Him.  Had  you 
been  left  ungoverned,  your  dispositions  would  have  assumed  all 
the  wildness,  ferocity,  gross  indulgence,  and  sordid  baseness,  of 
the  savage.  Your  habits  would  have  been  fixed  irretrievably  in 
the  foulest  sin  ;  and  your  conduct  would  have  been  only  a  series 
of  black  and  bloody  crimes.  Powerfully  to  restrain  you  from 
these  perpetrations,  and  efiicaciously  to  withdraw  you  from  this 
hopeless  character,  God  has  placed  you  in  the  hands  of  most  af- 
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fectionate  parents  ;  and  by  the  instrumentality  of  those  parents  in 
the  hands  of  others  also;  who  have  checked  your  dangerous  pro- 
pensities, and  prevented  you  from  the  commission  of  sin,  with  as 
much  tenderness,  and  as  little  severity,  as  you  yourselves  could 
rationally  wish.  The  proof  of  this  is  complete.  Your  propensi- 
ties to  evil  are  not  even  now  sufiicieiitly  overcome.  Still,  ntuch, 
very  much,  has  been  done  for  you,  to  this  end.  All  this.  also,  has 
been  kindly  done.  God,  who  has  placed  this  incalculably  impor- 
tant interest  of  yours  in  such  affectionate  hands,  can  never  be 
made  sufficiently  the  object  of  your  gratitude. 

At  the  same  time,  he  has  with  infinite  condescension  and  mercy 
been  immediately  employed  in  this  interesting  concern.  In  in- 
numerable ways  has  he  governed  you  by  his  own  providence. 
By  prosperity  has  he  allured,  and  encouraged  you  ;  and  by  eve- 
ry stream  of  bounty  has  reminded  you  of  himself,  the  perennial 
and  inexhaustible  fountain  of  all  good.  By  adversity  he  has  chas- 
tened, warned,  and  checked,  you  in  the  career  of  declension. 
By  danger,  sorrow,  and  sickness,  he  has  solemnly  reminded  you 
of  death  ;  and  admonished  you  to  prepare  for  the  judgment. 
Fear  has  warned  you  of  an  approaching  retribution  ;  hope  point- 
ed your  eyes  to  the  gates  of  immortality  ;  sorrow  proclaimed, 
that  you  were /)i/j§^n"m5  and  strangers  in  this  world  ^  and  joy  be- 
come in  your  minds  a  presentiment  of  the  happiness,  found  only 
in  the  world  to  come. 

The  threatenings  of  his  Word,  also,  have  terrified  you  away 
from  sin  ;  and  the  invitations  charmed  you  to  obedience.  The 
Spirit  of  Truth,  at  the  same  time,  has  with  a  secret,  unperceived 
influence  checked,  day  by  day,  your  progress  in  iniquity  ;  and 
with  a  still  small  voice  divinely  whispered  in  your  minds,  "  Who- 
soever will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely."  Conscience, 
also,  he  has  made  his  agent  in  your  own  bosoms.  To  this  divine- 
ly constituted  monitor  have  you  been  indebted  for  safety  in  dan- 
gers, literally  innumerable;  from  thoughts,  purposes,  and  con- 
duct, at  which,  had  you  indulged  them,  you  would  never  have 
been  able  to  look  without  dismay. 

To  this  various  controul  of  your  heavenly  Parent  over  your 
hearts  and  lives,  are  you  pre-eminently  to  attribute  your  safety,  in 
both,  from  all  the  evil,  which  you  would  otherwise  have  done, 
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and,  wholly,  the  attainment  of  all  the  good,  which  you  hopefully 
possess. 

6tbly.  He  has  provided  for  you  with  a  parental  hand  a  rich  in- 
heritance. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  remind  you,  that  Christians  are 
declared  in  the  Scriptures  to  be  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  zoith 
Jesus  Christ  to  an  inheritance,  which  is  incorniplible,  undefled,  and 
fadeth  not  away.  This  inheritance  is  proffered  to  you ;  and  if  you 
cordially  accept  it,  will  be  yours.  How  reasonable  are  the  terms 
of  attainment  ? 

Even  in  the  present  world  he  has  invited  you  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  blessings,  without  number,  and  above  all  price.  He  has 
offered  you  the  pardon  of  your  iniquities  :  a  good,  for  which  if 
you  were  to  give  all  that  you  possessed,  and  were  in  possession  of 
the  universe,  it  would  be  justly  refused.  He  has  offered  you  the 
delightful  consciousness  of  forgiven  sin,  as  a  perpetual  inmate  of 
your  bosoms ;  as  a  serene,  unclouded  morning  in  the  soul,  the 
forerunner  of  an  approaching  perfect  day.  He  has  offered  you 
that  train  of  sweet  affections  and  purposes,  which  spring  sponta- 
neously out  of  the  heart,  finally  devoted  to  his  service  ;  the  peace 
of  a  self-approving  mind  ;  the  joy  which  is  the  divine  creation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  the  hope,  which,  entering  into  that  within  the 
vail,  anticipates  the  glory  of  heaven  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  All 
these  blessings,  in  their  nature  returning  every  day,  and  every 
hour,  together  with  a  multitude  of  others,  he  has  proffered  to  your 
acceptance  in  the  present  world. 

In  the  future  periods  of  eternity  he  has  provided  for  you,  if  you 
will  accept  them,  hfe,  which  will  never  end ;  glory,  which  will 
never  fade  ;  and  happiness,  which  will  never  decay.  He  proffers 
you  his  house ;  his  kingdom  ;  his  everlasting  love ;  his  endless 
presence ;  and  the  eternal  company,  communion,  and  kind  of- 
fices, of  the  first-born. 

Such,  summarily,  is  the  manner,  in  which  God  has  acted,  and 
is  now  acting,  the  parent  towards  each  of  you.  From  the  view, 
which  has  now  been  given  of  this  subject,  imperfect  as  it  has  been, 
I  feel  myself  warranted  to  claim  your  attention  to  the  following 
remarks. 

VOL.  1=  57 
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1st.  Hozo  honourable  to  himself  is  the.  exhibition,  which  God  has 
in  this  manner  made  of  his  character. 

I  call  upoD  you,  and  upon  the  audience  arourjd  you,  to  turn 
your  eyes  back  upon  the  scheme  of  thought,  presented  to  you 
in  this  discourse,  and  upon  the  character,  here  unfolded  of  your 
Creator.  Remember  who  the  Being  is,  concerning  whom  these 
things  have  been  said.  That  they  are  truly  said}ou  know;  and 
can  need  no  proof  from  me.  Call  to  mind,  that  he  made  the 
earth,  and  its  inhabitants  ;  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens, 
and  ail  the  host  of  them.  The  sun,  the  moon,  the  stars,  the  sys- 
tems, which  compose  the  universe,  came  into  being  at  his  word. 
With  the  same  word  he  can  call  into  existence  an  endless  multi- 
tude of  other  worlds  ;  and  people  them  with  innumerable  millions 
of  intelligent  creatures,  wiser,  better,  and  more  exalted,  than  you 
are,  nay,  than  angels  are  ;  beings  ,who  would  find  their  whole  hap- 
piness, employ  all  their  powers,  and  spend  their  immortal  life,  in 
obeying  his  pleasure,  and  celebrating  his  praise.  To  him,  there- 
fore, it  is  impossible,  that  you  should  be  necessary.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, that  he  should  be  worshipped  with  your  hands  as  though  he 
needed  any  thing  :  seeing  he  giveth  unto  all  life,  and  breath,  and  all 
things.  Why,  then,  has  he  formed  yotiP  Why  from  your  birth 
has  he  surrounded  you  with  blessings ;  and  showered  upon  you  the 
daily  fruits  of  his  parental  love  ? 

He  has  formed  you,  to  become  members  of  the  glorious  and 
happy /«m?7i/,  which  is  named  after  Christ  in  the  heavens  and  in  the 
earth.  Bring  up  to  your  view  the  nature,  and  destination,  of  this 
family.  He  has  taught  you,  that  it  comprises  a  great  multitude, 
which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations,  kindreds,  and  tongues. 
All  these,  you  will  remember,  he  redeems  to  himself  out  of  a  world 
of  sinners  by  the  death  of  his  beloved  Son.  Can  you  find  any 
thing  in  the  character  of  sinners,  can  you  find  any  thing  in  your 
own  character,  to  demand,  to  justify,  or  even  to  explain,  such  a 
sacrifice?  Why  was  it  made  ?  What  inducementcould  move  the 
Author  of  the  universe  to  send  his  only  begotten  Son,  his  elect,  in 
whom  his  soid  delighted,  to  die  for  you  ? 

All  the  blessings,  which  liave  been  recited,  he  has  showered 
upon  you,  that  he  might  persuade  you  voluntarily  to  enroll  yourr 
selves  in  this  divine  family.     With  a  wakeful  and  watchful  eye  he 
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has  guarded  you  in  the  cradle.  With  an  afllectionate  hand  he  has 
conducted  your  heedless,  tottering  steps  through  the  periods  of 
childhood  and  youth,  and  led  you  up  to  manhood.  The  boui^ 
ties  of  his  providence  have  regularly  descended  on  all  your  pro- 
gress, to  sustain  and  comfort  you.  The  sun  of  righteousness  has 
illumined  all  your  path  ;  and  light,  and  love,  dawning  upon  your 
infancy,  have  environed  you  to  the  present  hour.  The  voice  of 
the  Spirit  of  Truth  has  daily  invited  you  to  assume  the  character, 
the  name,  the  privileges,  of  the  Sons  of  God.  Think  of  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  those  privileges.  Think  what  it  is  to  have  your 
sins  forgiven,  your  souls  renewed,  and  your  title  to  heaven  secur- 
ed beyond  defeat.  Think  what  it  is  to  become,  unworthy  as  you 
know  yourselves  to  be,  children  of  Jehovah  ;  and  objects  of  his 
unceasing  complacency,  kindness,  care,  and  protection  ;  to  be 
pitied  by  him  in  all  your  sorrows  ;  to  be  chastened  only  for  your 
own  good  ;  to  be  sustained,  comforted,  and  relieved  ;  to  be  secur- 
ed from  every  snare,  temptation,  and  sin  ;  to  be  assured  of  a  per- 
petual remembrance  before  his  throne ;  to  be  advanced  in  virtue 
while  you  live,  supported  when  you  die,  and  beyond  the  grave  con- 
ducted to  heaven. 

Through  the  medium  of  Revelation,  a  window  in  the  dark  man- 
sion, which  you  now  inhabit,  opening  to  the  regions  of  immortali- 
ty, cast  an  intense. and  delightful  survey  over  that  happy  world. 
Hither  the  whole  family  of  the  first-born  have  steadily  directed 
their  course,  from  the  beginning  of  time.  Here  they  will  all  be 
ultimately  gathered.  How  divine  the  assembly  !  All  of  them 
sons  and  daughters  to  the  Lord  Almighty !  Every  one  a  pure, 
spotless  mind,  adorned  with  the  image  of  God;  an  unsullied 
resemblance  of  Infinite  excellence  ;  beautiful  and  lovely  to  the 
Infinite  eye,  animated  with  unfading  youth,  and  immortal  energy  ; 
living  only  to  bless  and  to  be  blessed  ;  their  views  unclouded  ; 
their  affections  noble;  their  purposes  vast;  their  enjoyments  un- 
mingled,  and  intense  ;  and  their  prospects,  glorious  at  first,  chang- 
ing from  glory  to  glory  throughout  ages  which  cannot  end.  Paia 
here,  and  sorrow,  and  sighing,  and  disease,  and  death,  find  no 
entrance.  The  whole  progress  of  their  existence  is  only  an  endless 
succession  of  joy,  flowing  from  their  lips  in  an  endless  succession 
of  praise.  Such  is  the  character,  and  such  the  destination,  of  the 
household  of  faith;  and  such  the  conduct  of  Him,  who  made  the 
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heavens,  towards  the  fallen,  rebellious  race  oi  Adam ;  and  particu- 
larly towards  you.  What  can  be  conceived  by  you,  equally  glori- 
q^s  to  the  Author  of  your  being? 

Sdiy.  What  immense  value,  does  this  divine  dispensation  stamp 
upon  the  Scriptures  ? 

The  Scriptures  are  the  only  means,  by  which  this  illustrious 
design  is  ultimately  accomplished.  Here  the  design  is  all 
portrayed ;  the  means  of  accomplishing  it  are  perfectly  dis- 
closed ;  the  facts  pertaining  to  it  are  completely  ascertained  ; 
and  the  promises,  which  convey  the  blessings  involved  in  it, 
are  settled  forever.  God  here  directly  exhibits  himself  in  the 
peculiarly  venerable  and  divine  character,  which  has  been  the 
theme  of  this  discourse.  Here,  and  only  here,  he  shows  us  the 
manner,  in  which  he  performs  the  interesting  offices,  connected 
with  this  most  important  Relation.  Here,  in  a  word,  he  per- 
mits, encourages,  and  requires,  us  to  regard  him,  to  pray  to  him, 
to  love,  reverence,  and  obey  him,  as  our  Father,  zoho  is  in  Heaven, 
Here  alone  he  unfolds  to  us  the  prospect  of  a  future  residence  in 
his  house  ;  an  endless  union  to  his  family  ;  and  the  immortal  enjoy- 
ment of  his  presence,  favour,  and  blessing. 

How  different  are  the  views  of  our  being,  presented  by  the 
philosophy  of  man  ?  The  ancients,  groping  by  the  light  of  nature 
after  God,  in  some  instances  doubted,  and  in  some  denied,  his  ex- 
istence ;  and  in  all  denied,  or  mutilated,  his  perfect  character ; 
without  which,  it  would  seem,  he  could  exist  to  no  valuable  end. 
Whole  classes  of  philosophers,  existing  through  several  ages,  and 
several  countries,  were  either  sceptics,  or  atheists.  Others  taught, 
that  he  was  material ;  that  he  was  fire ;  a  mixture  of  water  and 
fire  ;  a  combination  of  the  four  elements ;  or  a  Soul,  inhabiting 
and  animating  the  world,  as  the  soul  of  man,  the  body.  A  great 
multitude  of  these  men  denied  his  providence  altogether ;  and 
thus  cut  off  all  connection  between  Man  and  his  Maker.  The 
good,  which  belongs  to  the  mind,  they  all  challenged  to  them- 
selves, and  denied  to  Him.  At  the  same  time,  they  multiplied 
Gods  without  number;  and  attributed  to  them  every  human  frail- 
ty, passion,  and  crime.  Of  such  grovelling  and  impure  Deities 
how  heedless,  base,  and  polluted,  must  be  the  worshippers ;  and 
how  senseless,  gross,  and  brutal,  the  worship.  Such  beings  could 
never  become  the  ob'ccts  of  rational  views,  elevated  affections,  or 
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virtuous  obedience.  Nothing  of  a  refined  nature  existed,  or  could 
exist,  in  the  Religion  of  the  Heathen.  Their  piety  was  a  mere 
name  :  their  ntorahty,  except  where  it  was  the  result  of  a  penal 
law,  was,  even  at  its  highest  elevation,  a  patriotism^  exactly  resem- 
bling the  preference,  which  an  ox  gives  to  his  own  pasture ;  a 
heroism,  employed  only  in  butchery,  and  plunder;  a  philosophy, 
pampering  itself  on  the  pride  of  talents,  and  evaporating  in  the 
utterance  of  paradoxes. 

The  views  of  these  men  never  extended  beyond  the  sensible 
horizon.  A  great  part  of  them  believed  the  soul  to  be  material 
and  mortal.  Others  conjectured,  hoped,  and  dreamed,  that  it 
might  survive  the  body,  but  it  was  only  a  conjecture,  a  hope,  a 
dream.  Beyond  the  dust  of  the  tomb,  and  the  ashes  of  the  urn,  they 
saw  nothing  remaining  of  man.  They  looked  into  the  grave  ;  and 
beheld  it  dark,  and  cheerless  ;  a  prison  with  walls  which  permit- 
ted no  escape  ;  without  a  window  to  admit  a  sohtary  ray  of  light, 
orto  give  the  eye  a  glimpse  of  the  regions  which  lay  beyond. 

Concerning  all  these  subjects  the  efforts  of  modern  philosophy 
have  been  equally  vain  and  useless.  Hobbes  taught,  that  that, 
zohich  is  not  matter,  is  nothing  ;  Chubb,  that  God  does  not  interpose 
in  the  affairs  of  this  world  at  all  ;  Hume,  that  there  are  no  solid  ar- 
guments to  prove  his  existence,  and  no  reason  to  believe,  that  the  uni- 
verse proceeded  from  a  cause  ;  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  that  God 
concerns  not  himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  world  at  all,  and  that  it  is 
more  natural  to  believe  mfiny  Gods  than  one.  Voltaire  thought,  that 
God  is  finite  ;  and  Toland,  that  the  world  is  God  A  great  part  of 
these  men  believed  the  soul  to  be  material  and  mortal.  The 
morality,  which  they  have  taught,  is  of  exactly  the  same  general 
nature  with  that,  which  was  uttered  by  the  ancients.  But  it  has 
been  taught  with  less  sobriety,  less  sincerity,  less  conviction  ; 
and  with  an  efficacy,  not  a  whit  more  desirable,  either  on  their 
own  minds,  or  the  minds  of  others. 

Of  the  future  world  they  knew,  and  they  have  taught,  no  more 
than  their  predecessors.  The  %/if  of  heaven  has,  indeed,  shined 
into  their  darkness^  but  their  darkness  comprehended  it  not.  Af- 
ter all  their  efforts,  they  have  pronounced  death  to  be  an  eternal 
sleeps  and  have  quietly  consigned  man  to  the  regions  of  annihi- 
lation ;  that  land  of  darkness,  as  darkness  itself,'  where  there  i.9no 
order,  and  where  the  light  is  as  darkness. 
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To  feel  the  true  import  of  this  doctrine,  go  to  the  grave  of  a 
virtuous  youth,  a  child  of  piety  and  hope,  snatched  fronn  the  em- 
brace of  parental  tenderness  ;  and  address  to  the  weeping  parents, 
while  they  are  committing  the  beloved  remains  to  the  dust,  the 
consolations  which  it  furnishes.  Sa)  to  them,  "  Dry,  my  unhap- 
py friends,  dry  up  your  useless  tears.  Lament  no  more.  Re- 
member no  more  the  fate  of  your  beloved  otlspring.  Lovely  and 
pleasant  as  he  was  in  his  life,  you  could  not  expect  him  to  escape 
the  doom  of  all  living.  Death  is  the  lot  of  our  race.  Born  of 
the  dust,  to  the  dust  we  return.  Originated  from  nothing,  we 
again  travel  back  to  nothing.  Him,  it  is  true,  you  will  see  no 
more.  You  yourselves,  also,  will  soon  follow  him  to  the  same 
world  of  annihilation.  How  fruitless,  then,  is  your  sorrow  ;  and 
how  unbecoming  thecharacter  of  rational  beings  the  sorrow  which 
is  thus  fruitless." 

How  would  the  heart  of  parental  affection  thrill  with  horror  at 
the  sound  of  this  frosty  consolation ;  at  these  earthborn  senti- 
ments, springing  from  the  soul  of  an  animal,  and  uttered  with 
decency,  only  over  the  carcase  of  a  dog.  How  would  the  eye  of 
virtuous  sorrow  alternately  kindle  with  indignation,  and  brighten 
with  the  full  assurance  of  Evangelical  hope  ?  How  would  the 
voice  of  piety  awake,  and  tremble  with  impassioned  ardour,  and 
triumphant  faith,  while  it  replied,  "  Miserable  wretch  !  formed  to 
the  Aowowr  of  an  intelligent  and  immortal  being,  but  voluntarily 
become  like  the  beasts  which  perish.  Can  these  sentiments  have 
sprung  up  in  a  mind?  these  doctrines  dwell  where  reason  dwells  ? 
these  declarations  proceed  from  the  mouth  of  a  man  ?  Can  they 
have  been  addressed  to  human  beings  ?  Can  they,  most  of  all, 
have  been  addressed  to  parents ;  to  parents  mourning  the  death 
of  a  beloved  child  ?  Can  they  have  been  pronounced  over  the 
grave,  and  at  the  threshold  of  eternity  ?  Away  with  these  be- 
numbing, brutal  consolations.  Go.  utter  them  in  the  stall,  or  in 
the  kennel ;  where  only  can  be  found  a  proper  audience  to  re- 
ceive them.  Know,  that  the  light  of  heaven  has  shined  even  into 
the  grave ;  and  shown  to  desponding  man  a  straight  passage  from 
this  gloomy  solitude  to  the  world  of  glory.  Know,  unhappy 
man ;  Faith  with  an  eye  divinely  enlightened,  beholds  in  unde- 
ceiving vision  this  deceased  chiid,  cleansed  from  every  stain  of 
earth  and  sin,  already  a  pure,  immortal  spirit,  acquitted,  approv- 
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ed,  and  received  to  eternal  joy.  In  the  glorious  mansions  above 
we  shall  soon  be  reunited  to  him ;  and  tind  him  wiser,  better, 
more  lovely,  and  more  happy,  than  our  minds  have  conceived,  or 
our  wishes  desired.  We  ^hall  be  reunited  to  him  ;  but  we  shall  be 
separated  no  more.  The  affection,  wounded  here,  shall  be  heal- 
ed beyond  the  grave.  The  hope,  cherished  here,  shall  there  be 
lost  in  enjoyment,  which  flows  forever  at  the  right  hand  of  God." 

odly.  These  observations  forcibly  urge  t/on  to  be  followers  of  God, 
as  dear  children. 

It  cannot,  1  trust  it  will  not,  be  questioned  by  you,  that  to  the 
glorious  Being,  who  in  ^1  these  things  has  acted  the  parent  to- 
wards you,  you  are  under  the  most  delightful,  as  well  as  the  most 
absolute,  obligations  to  render  every  service  in  your  power. 

To  follow  any  being  is,  as  you  well  know,  a  voluntary  act. 
The  duty,  here  enjoined  by  the  word,  includes  both  Obedience 
and  Imitation  :  kinds  of  conduct  intimately  connected  in  theirna- 
ture,  and  inseparable  in  practice.  Be  it.  then,  the  tirst  object  of 
your  remembrance,  that  God  has  formed  you  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  divine  family,  which  I  have  described ;  and  in  all  the 
endearing  ways,  which  I  have  mentioned,  has  provided  you  with 
the  best  means,  and  presented  you  the  strongest  motives,  for  re- 
alizing this  noble  destination.  He  has  taken  you  out  of  the  mass, 
even  of  your  own  countrymen  ;  has  led  you  from  the  outer  to  the 
inner  court  of  his  temple  ;  brought  you  to  the  door  of  the  holy 
place;  and  admitted  you  to  the  foot  of  the  mercy-seat.  There 
he  has  invited  you  to  ask  and  to  receive,  to  seek  and  to  find. 
He  has  proffered  to  you  the  atonement  of  his  Son  ;  the  sanctifica- 
tionof  his  Spirit;  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins;  an  eternal  union 
to  his  family ;  and  an  eternal  interest  in  his  unchangeable  love. 
These  are  the  richest  blessings  even  in  his  gift :  blessings,  greater 
than  any  tongue  can  express,  or  any  mind,  but  His,  conceive. 

He  has  required  you,  by  his  commands,  to  assume  the  charac- 
ter of  holiness,  of  evangelical  virtue  ;  and  of  this  divine  attribute 
has  placed  before  your  eyes,  both  in  his  Word  and  in  his  provi- 
dence, his  own  infinitely  glorious  example.  This  character,  the 
supreme  ornament  of  moral  existence ;  the  supreme  beauty  of 
mind  ;  the  only  real  loveliness,  the  only  real  excellence,  of  an  In- 
telligent being  ;  is  itself  the  first  of  blessings,  and  the  foundation 
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of  all  other  blessings.  As  it's  proper  reward,  he  has  annexed  to  it 
glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  in  the  future  world.  Of  him,  who 
has  done  all  these  things,  I  beseech  you  to  become  followers,  as 
dear  children. 

To  this  end,  you  must  not  be  merely  decent,  learned,  polished, 
obliging,  respected,  and  beloved,  in  the  present  life.  You  must 
become  holy ;  evangelical  believers ;  evangelical  penitents ;  fol- 
lowers of  the  Lamb;  trusting  in  his  righteousness  for  salvation; 
and  consecrating  yourselves  humbly  and  faithfully  to  the  service 
of  God.  The  Bible  must  be  the  rule  of  all  your  conduct;  the 
Author  and  Finisher  of  your  faith,  youi^divine  pattern  ;  the  glory 
of  Jehovah,  your  end  ;  and  heaven  your  final  home. 

The  only  employment  of  God  is  to  do  good.  Let  this  be  your 
only  employment  also.  1  urge  you  not  to  the  vulgar,  coarse  be- 
neficence of  gross,  worldly  minds  ;  employed  supremely  to  display 
their  wealth,  flatter  their  pride,  and  pamper  their  desire  of  repu- 
tation. I  urge  you  to  the  sound  uprightness,  the  unwarping  sin- 
cerity, the  warm,  ever-active  kindness  of  the  Gospel ;  of  a  mind, 
purified  by  the  grace  of  God,  following  him  as  an  affectionate 
child,  esteeming  it  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive  ;  and  find- 
ing an  exalted  reward  in  the  happiness  of  others,  and  a  sublime 
enjoyment  in  making  them  happy. 

The  human  soul  was  originally  stamped  with  the  image  of  God  ; 
a  resemblance  of  the  Uncreated  Mind,  inexpressibly  beautiful  and 
lovely,  and  illumined  with  the  sunshine  of  heaven.  How  melan- 
choly, dark,  and  loathsome,  was  the  impression  which  succeeded 
it:  the  figure  sin;  the  inscription  beneath  it  death.  Let  it  be 
your  intense  labour  to  eflface,  and  your  daily  supplication,  that 
God  would  enable  you  to  efface,  this  impression  of  turpitude  and 
deformity,  and  to  resume  that  image  of  glory  and  beauty,  which 
you  have  lost ;  a  resemblance  to  your  Maker,  which  will  be  known 
on  earth,  and  acknowledged  hereafter  in  heaven. 

You  are  now  going  abroad  into  a  world  of  danger  and  sin. 
Temptations  will  arrest  you  ;  wealth  will  invite,  power  will  cap- 
tivate, splendour  will  dazzle,  and  pleasure  will  enchant  you.  By 
enemies  you  will  be  assaulted,  circumvented,  and  ensnared. 
Friends  may  endanger  you  still  more  by  a  pleasing,  but  seductive, 
correspondence ;  and  by  an  alluring,  but  misGhievous,  example. 
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You  will  be  strongly  solicited,  both  within  and  without,  to  settle 
down  in  a  cold,  heartless,  self-deceiving  decency  of  life ;  and  will 
easily  cheat  yourselves  into  a  belief,  that  this  is  Religion.  You 
will  easily  persuade  yourselves,  that  God  will  regard  you  with 
mercy  ;  because  you  are  not  so  guilty  as  others  ;  and  will  natu- 
rally believe,  that  the  character,  with  which  you  are  so  well 
pleased,  will  not  be  displeasing  to  Him.  Fly  this  precipice  :  at 
the  foot  of  it  lies  perdition. 

But  while  you  resolve  to  be  yourselves  followers  of  God,  as 
dear  children,  and  to  lay  up,  not  dross,  but  Gold  seven  times  pu- 
rified, as  your  treasure  in  the  heavens  ;  resolve,  also,  to  promote, 
as  much  as  in  you  lies,  the  same  happy  character  in  your  fellow- 
men.  Their  souls,  like  yours,  are  immortal ;  and  of  a  price,  for 
which  nothing  can  be  weighed.  In  the  cloudy  sky,  which  at  the 
present  time  envelopes  this  unhappy  world,  there  is  one  bright 
opening;  through  which  the  sunbeams  play  with  inexpressible 
beauty.  The  eye  of  hope  fastens  upon  this  little  spot  of  glory; 
and  foresees  with  transport  the  speedy  dispersion  of  the  gloom, 
and  the  approaching  arrival  of  a  Millennial  day.  Religion  in 
many  nations  is  cheerfully  lifting  up  her  head ;  and  sees,  with 
smiles  of  gratulation,  her  day  of  redemption  drawing  nigh.  The 
prayers  of  all  her  children  are  now  ascending  on  every  wind  of 
heaven,  to  supplicate  the  hastening  of  this  divine  consummation. 
Wise  men,  not  only  from  the  East,  but  also  from  the  West,  from 
the  North,  and  from  the  South,  are  now  presenting  their  trea- 
sures, as  well  as  their  adorations,  at  the  feet  of  the  Son  of  God. 
They  are  sending  his  word,  in  every  language,  to  all  the  nations 
and  kindreds  of  men.  Faithful  ministers  run  to  and  fro  through 
the  benighted  corners  of  the  world,  and  proclaim  to  the  startled 
inhabitants,  "  Behold  we  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy:  for 
unto  you  is  born  a  Saviour  in  the  city  of  David,  who  is  Christ  the 
Lord."  The  synagogue,  the  mosque,  and  the  Pagoda,  already 
begin  to  echo  the  angelic  song,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest; 
peace  on  earth  ;  and  good  will  towards  men." 

This  divine  Spirit,  this  breath  from  heaven,  has  breathed  upon 
your  own  land.  The  dead  here  awake.  Skeletons  here  are 
clothed  with  flesh  ;  stand  upon  their  feet,  as  a  great  army ;  and 
inhale  immortal   life.     Catch  this  divine  influence  yourselves : 
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and  let  its  glorious  efficacy  be  conspicuous  in  every  part  of  your 
conduct.  Unite  your  hearts  and  hands,  with  those  of  all  good 
men  in  spreading  Religion  at  home  and  abroad  ;  in  enlarging  the 
borders  of  the  divine  kingdom;  in  multiplying  salvation;  and  in 
increasing  the  number  of  the  first  born. 

You  have  long,  and  often,  assembled  in  this  house  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  You  are  now  assetnbled  in  it  for  the  last  time. 
When  this  week  is  ended,  you  will  meet  together  no  more,  on 
this  side  of  the  grave.  But  you  will  again  be  gathered  before  the 
last  tribunal.  How  glorious,  how  transporting,  will  it  then  be  to 
hear  you  all,  with  one  united  voice,  say,  "  Lord,  thou  deiiveredst 
unto  us  five  talents :  behold  we  have  gained  beside  them  five  ta- 
lents more  ;"  and  to  hear  him  reply,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful servants !  ye  have  been  faithful  over  a  few  things :  I  will  make 
you  rulers  over  many  things  :  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord." 


SERMON  XXV. 


JACOB'S  VOW. 


I'REACHED  TO  THE  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  BACCALAUREATE 

IN   1810. 


Genesis  xxviii.  20 — 22. 

.ind  Jacob  vowed  a  vow,  saying,  "  If  God  will  be  with  me,  and  will 
keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  arid  will  give  me  bread  to  eat,  and 
raim,ent  to  put  on  / 

So  that  I  come  again  to  my  Father^s  house  in  peace  :  then  shall  Jeho- 
vah be  my  God: 

And  this  stone,  which  I  have  set  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God^s  house  ^ 
and  of  all  that  thou  shalt  give  me  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto 

The  story,  of  which  these  words  are  a  part,  is,  in  substance, 
the  following. 

Isaac,  improperly  attached  to  his  eldest  son  Esau,  because  he 
ate  of  the  venison,  which  he  provided  for  him  by  hunting,  di- 
rected him  to  go  out  into  the  field,  and  take  venison,  and  make 
for  him  savoury  meat,  such  as  he  loved ;  that  he  might  eat, 
and  bless  him,  before  he  himself  should  die.  The  blessing, 
which  fsaac  proposed  to  confer  upon  Esau,was  the  peculiar  bless- 
ing, originally  given  by  God  to  Abraham,  and  afterwards  to  Isaac 
himself.  This  blessing  Rebekah  knew  was  designed  by  the  Au- 
thor of  it  for  Jacob :  and  she  also  knew,  that  in  intending  to 
confer  it  upon  Esau  Isaac  was  influenced,  solely,  by  his  doting 
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fondness  for  that  son.  Fler  own  affection  for  Jacob  was  equally 
excessive  ;  and  induced  her,  in  the  pursuit  of  an  object,  in  itself 
warrantable,  to  employ  means,  which  cannot  be  vindicated.  The 
co-operation  of  Jacob  was  indispensable  to  the  success  of  her  de- 
sign. It  was  necessary  to  proceed  with  expedition  ;  and  r.o  way 
suggested  itself,  which  promised  a  favourable  issue,  except  deceiv- 
ing Isaac.  The  deception  was  therefore  resolved  on  ;  and  the 
authority  and  influence  of  a  mother  were  employed  to  persuade  a 
son  to  deceive  his  father,  by  telling  him  a  known,  palpable  false- 
hood. 

When  we  see  moralists,  and  even  Divines,  of  great  distinction, 
vindicating  the  lawfulness  of  such  deception,  uttered  on  specified 
occasions  5  it  cannot  be  thought  strange,  that,  at  a  period,  when 
there  were  no  Scriptures,  and  when  even  moral  philosophy  had 
not  begun  to  have  a  name,  Rebekah  should  be  satisfied  concerning 
the  rectitude  of  her  conduct,  in  a  case  so  pressing,  and  in  the  pur- 
suit of  an  object  directly  approved  by  God  himself. 

Jacobs  it  would  seem,  had  more  scruples,  as  well  as  greater 
fears.  Rebekah^  however,  silenced  them  all ;  and  persuaded  him 
to  act  the  unworthy  part,  which  her  plot  had  assigned  to  him. 
Through  their  united  fraud  the  blessing  was  obtained. 

Esau,  deeply  wounded  by  the  unworthiness  and  success  of  the 
imposition  practised  against  him,  determined  to  revenge  the  inju- 
ry, as  soon  as  Isaac  should  be  dead,  by  taking  away  the  life  of  his 
brother.     Rebekah^   alarmed  for  the  safet}  of  her  favourite  son, 
persuaded  Isaac  to  send  him  away  on  a  visit  to  her  brother  at  Pa- 
dan-aram.     Isaac  accordingly  called  Jacob,  and  blessed  him  anew  ; 
and  sent  him  to  Laban,  in  Haran,  on  the  border  of  the  Evphrates, 
Jacob  immediately  set  out  upon  his  journey.     He  had  proceeded 
but  a  little  distance,  when,  night  having  overtaken  him  in  a  certain 
place, he  laid  himself  down  to  sleep.  Here  he  dreamed,  that  a  ladder 
rose  from  earth  to  Heaven,  on  which  the  Angels  of  God  were  ascend- 
ing and  descending.  Above  it  stood  Jehovah  and  said, "  I  am  Jeho- 
vah, the  God  of  Abraham  thy  father,  and  the  God  of  Isaac.     The 
land,  whereon  thou  liest,  to  thee  will  I   give  it,  and   to  thy    seed. 
And  thy  seed  shall  be  as  the  dust  of  the  earth.     And   thou  shalt 
spread  abroad  to  the  west,  and  to  the  east,  and  to  the  north,  and  to 
the  south.     And  in  thee,  and  in  thv  seed,  shall  all  the  families  of 
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the  earth  be  blessed.  And  behold,  I  am  with  thee  ;  and  will  keep 
thee  in  all  places,  whither  thou  goest;  and  will  bring  thee  again 
into  this  land  :  for  I  will  not  leave  thee,  until  1  have  done  that,  of 
which  I  have  spoken  to  thee."  Astonished  at  this  vision,  Jacob  rose 
early  in  the  morniiiii.  and  took  the  stone,  that  he  had  put  for  his  pil- 
low, and  set  it  up  for  a  pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it,  as  an 
otferingto  God.  Aid  he  called  the  name  of  that  place  Bethel ;  or  the 
house  of  God.  Havmg  finished  this  religious  service,  he  vowed  the 
vow,  recited  in  the  text.  It  is  intioduced  with  the  conditional 
observation,  •'  If  God  will  be  with  me,  and  will  keep  me  in  this 
way  that  I  go,  and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put 
on ;  so  that  I  come  again  to  my  father's  house  in  peace."  All 
this  God  had  just  before  promised  to  do  :  and  Jacob  entertained 
not  a  doubt,  that  the  promise  would  be  fulfilled.  It  ought  there- 
fore to  be  rendered  as,  since,  or  seeing  that,  or,  in  more  modern 
English,  because  God  will  be  with  me,  afid  will  keep  me,  therefore 
Jehovah  shall  be  my  God.  Accordingly,  the  Hebrew  particle 
here  rendered  if,  has  thi«  meaning  in  a  variety  of  places. 

On  this  occasion,  Jacob  quitted  his  father's  family,  without  any 
expectation  of  ever  being  a  member  of  it  again.  In  the  common, 
colloquial  English  of  this  Countr),  he  was  going  to  set  up  business 
for  himself;  and,  like  other  young  men,  was  thrown  upon  the 
world.  'Here  he  was  to  take  his  chance,  or  in  better  language  his 
allotments,  as  they  should  be  ordered  by  Providence  ^ai'd  was  to 
find  health  or  sick  ess,  riches,  competence  or  poverty,  reputation 
or  disgrace,  friends  or  enemies,  a  quiet  or  troublesome  life,  and, 
universally,  prosperit)  or  adversity  ;  as  God  should  determine. 

For  reasons,  which  do  not  appear,  Isaac,  when  he  sent  Jacob 
away,  gave  him  no  portion  ;  as  Abraham  had  done  to  his  sons  by 
Keturah,  when  he  sent  them  away.  Although  Isaac  was  a  man  of 
great  wealth  ;  yet  Jacob  was  dismissed  with  tiothing,  but  a  scrip, 
and  a  statf.  This  heir  of  a  princely  fortune  set  out  upon  a  journey, 
in  an  important  sense  the  journey  of  his  life,  alone;  on  foot ;  to 
go  to  a  Country,  several  hundred  miles  distant,  through  an  im- 
mense wilderness,  inhabited  by  beasts  of  prey,  and  haunted  by 
savages  of  a  still  fiercer  and  more  dangerous  nature.  Here  his 
lodging  was  the  ground  ;  a  stone  his  pillow  ;  and  the  sky  his  cover- 
ing.    The  issue  of  his  enterprise  was,  in  the  meantime,  incapable 
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of  being  foreseen.  Whether  he  should  ever  reach  the  end  of  it 
was  absolutely  uncertain.  If  he  should,  it  was  equally  uncertain 
what  reception  he  should  find  from  his  uncle,  or  what  success  he 
should  meet  with  in  hh  future  life.  It  will  not  be  questioned,  that 
in  these  circumslancep  yaco6  iieeded  the  protection  and  blessing  of 
God ;  or  that  the  vision,  which  he  saw,  was  in  the  highest  de- 
gree fitted  to  \ield  him  consolation,   and   inspire  him   with  hope. 

Thus  comforted,  thus  inspired.  Jacob  began  his  journey  anew 
with  fresh  vigour  of  mind,  and  wiih  those  supporting  expectations, 
which  were  excited  and  established  by  the  cheering  promises,  an- 
nounced in  his  vision.  But  before  he  commenced  his  progress  he 
uttered  the  vow,  recited  in  the  text,  and  founded  on  these  pro- 
mises.    This  vow  consisis  of  three  distinct  parts  : 

"  Jehovah  shall  be  my  God  ;" 

"  This  stone  which  I  have  set  for  a  pillar  shall  be  God's 
house ;" 

"  Of  all,  that  thou  shalt  give  me,  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto 
Thee." 

The  two  last  of  these  resolutions  may  be  paraphrased  in  the 
following  manner. 

"^  1  will  regularly  worship  God  in  his  house,  and  elsewhere,  ac- 
cording to  his  commandment  •,"  and 

"  I  will  consecrate  the  tenth  of  all  my  property  to  pious  and 
charitable  purposes." 

These  resolutions  of  Jacob  are  undoubtedly  the  best,  which 
were  ever  formed  on  a  similar  occasion  ;  and  a  perfect  pattern 
for  all  succeeding  young  men.  when  beginning  to  act  for  them- 
selves, and  commencing  their  own  proper  business  for  life.  No 
subject  of  thought,  no  scheme  of  practice,  can  be  more  perfectly 
suited  to  such  an  occasion  as  the  present.  I  persuade  myself 
therefore,  that  this  audience,  particularly  the  youths,  for  whose 
instruction  this  discourse  is  especially  intended,  will  readily 
accompany  me  with  their  solemn  attention,  while  I  attempt  sum- 
marily 

I.  To  illustrate  the  Import  of  these  Resolutions  ;  and 

II.  To  exhibit  Reasons^  why  they  should  be  adopted  by  all  young 
men,  at  this  period  of  life,  and  particularly  by  themselves. 

All  the  observations,  made  in  this  discourse,  on  both  these  sub- 
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jects,  will  be  immediately  addressed  to  those,  for  whose  benefit, 
in  a  peculiar  sense,  they  were  written.  Yet  it  is  hoped,  that 
others  will  find  such  an  interest  in  them,  as  to  make  a  profitable 
application  of  them  to  (heir  own  circumstances. 

I.  I  shall  attempt  summarily  to  illustrate  the  Import  of  these  Reso" 
■  lutions, 

I  have  chosen  to  call  the  several  parts  of  this  vow  Resolutions, 
rather  than  to  consider  them  in  the  nature  of  distinct  vows,  par- 
ticularly, because  in  the  New  Testament  we  are  not,  in  the  appro- 
priate sense,  required  to  make  vows.  They  are  no  where  forbid- 
den ;  nor  any  where  exhibited  as  unlawful.  Whenever  they  are 
made  ;  it  is  undoubtedly  an  indispensable  duty  exactly  to  perform 
them.  Should  any  person  consider  the  Christian  Profession,  or 
the  assumption  of  the  Christian  Covenant,  as  a  vow;  1  have  no 
contention  with  him  on  that  subject.  That  it  is  our  duty  to  make 
this  profession  cannot  be  questioned  by  a  believer  in  Divine  Reve- 
lation ;  nor  that  the  engagements,  into  which  we  then  enter,  are 
equally  obligator)  with  those,  made  in  vows,  appropriately  so  styl- 
ed. If  these  be  considered  as  vows ;  they  are  to  be  excepted  from 
the  general  remark,  which  I  have  made;  as  not  being  in  the  num- 
ber of  those,  to  which  I  referred.  From  making  this  profession, 
my  young  friends,  nothing  can  excuse  you.  Generally,  I  should 
advise  you  to  make  resolutions,  rather  than  vows.  They  will 
produce  the  same  beneficial  etfects  on  your  conduct :  they  will 
be  safer:  they  will  be  less  perplexing;  and  in  all  probability  will 
furnish  less  reason  for  future  anxiety  and  distress. 

The  first  of  Jacofs  resolutions  was  that  Jehovah  should  be  his 
God. 

To  choose  Jehovah,  as  our  God.  is  to  choose  Him,  as  our 
Lawgiver  and  Ruler,  whose  pleasure  we  determine  voluntarily, 
and  universally,  to  obey;  to  choose  Him,  as  the  only  Object  of 
our  worship,  as  the  supreme  Object  of  our  love,  reverence,  and 
confidence;  and  to  choose  Him  as  our  final  portion  and  supreme 
good.  It  is,  also,  to  make  this  choice,  without  any  balancing; 
and  without  admitting  any  rival  to  Him  in  our  affections,  our  wor- 
ship, or  our  obedience. 

You  will  see,  from  this  explanation,  that  this  resolution  of  Ja- 
cob completely  involved  those,  which  followed  it.     You  will  see- 


464  JACOB'S  VOW.  [SER.  XXV, 

that  this  was  the  stem,  of  which  they  were  only  the  branches  j 
the  foundation,  on  which  alone  they  were  established. 

The  second  of  these  resolvtions  was.  that  the  place,  which  had  been 
the  scene  oj"  all  these  solemn  transactions,  should  be  to  him  the  House 
of  God:  the  place,  where  after  his  return,  he  would,  so  far  as  his 
circumstances  should  permit,  employ  himseif  regularly  in  the  wor- 
ship of  his  Divine  Benefactor, 

The  third  of  these  resolutions  was  a  solemn  determination  to  con- 
secrate the  tenth  of  all  his  substance  to  pious  and  benevolent  pur- 
poses:  such,  as  God  had  generally  commanded;  and  such,  as 
from  time  to  time  he  might  point  out,  as  being  agreeable  to  his 
pleasure.  Jacob  perfectly  well  knew,  and  has  here  expressed  his 
full  conviction,  that  the  silver  and  the  gold  belonged  to  God ;  and 
that  He  gave  them  with  a  design,  that  they  should  be  employed 
in  his  service.  Equally  well  did  he  know,  that  Faith  without  works 
is  dead ;  that  his  goodness,  or  kindness,  could  not  extend  to  his 
Maker  f  that  i<  could  extend  to  his  fellow-saints,  aud  his  fellow- 
men  extensively  ;  and  that  He,  who  giveth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  to 
the  Lord.  We  give  our  property  to  God,  wheri  we  give  it  to  those, 
.  to  whom  He  requires  us  to  give  it.  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  shewn  kind- 
ness, saith  the  Final  Judge,  to  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren  ; 
ye  have  shewn  it  unto  me.  From  these  observations  it  is  evident, 
that  in  this  vow  Jacob  consecrated  himself,  and  all  that  he  possess- 
ed, to  the  service  of  his  Maker ;  chose  Him  for  his  portion  ;  gave 
himself  up  as  a  child  to  God  ;  and  determined  to  employ,  wholly, 
in  his  service  himself,  and  all  that  was  his. 

Such  were  the  resolutions,  formed  by  this  distinguished  Patri- 
arch, so  peculiarly  the  object  of  the  Divine  favour,  when  he  en- 
tered upon  the  business  of  life.  You,  my  young  Friends,  are 
now  in  a  situation,  substantially  the  same  with  that  of  Jacob. 
You  are  now  terminating  your  residence  in  the  place  of  your 
education.  Many  of  you  may  be  considered  as  having  already 
finished  your  residence  in  the  place,  so  naturally  and  so  eminent- 
ly endeared  to  the  human  mind,  the  house  of  your  Parents.  The 
business  of  life  lies  immediately  before  you  :  an  object  always  so- 
lemn ;  deeply  interesting  to  man ;  engrossing  intense  thought ; 
exciting  strong  emotions  ;  involving  extensively  your  hopes,  and 
your  happiness ;  controlling  your  usefulness  to  yourselves,  an(^ 
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to  mankind  ;  and  deeply  affecting  your  prospects  ol  immortal  life 
beyond  the  grave.  In  such  a  situation  you  have  an  unquestiona- 
ble claim  to  the  best  advice,  and  the  most  benevolent  offices,  of 
all  those,  to  whom  your  interests  are  eiideared.  Let  me  solemn- 
ly recoinmend  to  }ou  the  Resolutions,  formed  by  this  great  and 
good  man,  by  exhibiting 

II.   The  following  Reasons^   why  they   should  he  adopted  by  all 
young  men  in  the  same  situation,  and  particularly  by  yourse.lve^. 

1 .    You  need  the  Guidance  of  God, 

"  We  are  of  yesterday  and  know  nothing,"  said  Bildad  most 
truly,  as  well  as  forcibly,  "  because  our  days  upon  earth  are  a 
shadow."  Bildad,  however,  was  one  of  those,  to  whom  Elihu  re- 
ferred, when  he  declared,  "  I  said,  '  Days  should  speak,  and  the 
multitude  of  years  should  teach  wisdom.'  "  At  the  same  time, 
he  was  a  man  of  profound  and  comprehensive  understanding,  and 
of  very  noble  conceptions.  If  it  was  true,  that  Job  and  his  three 
friends^  the  persons  of  whom  he  spoke,  were  of  yesterday,  and 
knew  comparatively  nothing;  if  the  men,  who  spoke  the  doC" 
trines  and  sentiments,  contained  in  the  Book  of  Job,  were  of  this 
character;  how  emphatically  must  it  be  true  of  you.  Fom  have 
just  entered  upon  the  dawn  of  your  being;  and  just  opened  your 
eyes  upon  the  light  of  wisdom.  It  is  true,  you  have  acquired 
knowledge  in  a  considerable  degree :  a  degree,  exceeded,  per- 
haps, by  few  youths  at  the  same  period  of  life.  The  mass  of  this 
knowledge,  however,  is  not  wisdom  ;  and,  therefore,  not  the 
means  of  directing  your  conduct,  or  your  interests.  Your  whole 
capacity  for  this  purpose  must  be  formed  solely  by  your  own  ex- 
perience, or  the  advice  of  others.  That  experience  you  have  at- 
tained, however,  very  imperfectly.  All  your  correspondence 
with  the  world,  in  which  you  are  to  live,  and  act,  has  been  al- 
most merely  that  of  children  ;  and  even  this  has  been  employed 
not  about  the  serious  concerns,  the  business,  of  life,  but  in  amuse- 
ment and  pleasure.  When  you  go  out  into  the  world,  you  will 
find  almost  every  thing,  which  it  contains,  new,  contradicting  al- 
most all  your  expectations,  and  violating  almost  every  opinion, 
which  you  have  hitherto  formed.  Scarcely  would  the  scenes  of 
an  Arabian  tale  differ  more  from  those,  which  your  imaginations 
have  promised.     The  business  of  life  you  will  find  accorapafiied 
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by  innumerable  difficulties,  and  followed  by  innumerable  disap- 
pointments, of  which  you  have  not  formed  a  conception.  You 
yourselves  will  be  exposed  to  teinptations,  sufferings,  and  sorrows, 
which  already  lurk  on  both  sides  of  your  way  throuiih  life,  and 
will  spring  upon  you  from  their  conceahncMit,  when  tkey  are  least 
expected,  and  you  are  least  prepared  for  the  attack.  Mankind, 
also,  are  far  ditTerent  beings  from  what  you  have  hitherto  mistrust- 
ed. You  will  find  them  more  selfish,  more  insincere,  more  un- 
reasonable, more  unfeeling,  than  you  now  believe,  or  can  be  in- 
duced to  believe.  The  doctrine  of  human  corruption  rarely  finds 
admission  into  the  very  heart,  in  which  it  dwells,  until  the  belief 
of  it  is  compelled  by  the  thorny  evidence  of  painful  facts;  and 
you  will  be  astonished  at  the  sordid,  base,  oppressive  treatment, 
which,  more  or  less,  you  will  be  obliged  to  encounter.  You  have 
hitherto  learned  the  world  in  books.  The  picture,  let  me  inform 
you,  resembles  the  original  very  little  more,  than  the  images, 
formed  by  children  with  coals  and  chalk,  resemble  the  human 
face.  The  portrait  is  merely  a  rude  outline.  The  features,  with 
which  it  is  to  be  filled  up,  can  be  drawn  only  by  the  hand  of  Ex- 
perience. 

Among  the  things,  by  which  you  will  be  most  disappointed,  and 
wounded,  is  the  discordance  between  pretensions,  and  the  real 
character;  professions,  and  the  conduct ;  promises,  and  the  ful- 
filment of  them.  It  will  not  be  possible  for  you  to  realize,  before- 
hand, how  great  this  discordance  is.  You  will  naturally,  nay,  ir- 
resistibly, believe,  that  fair  pretensions  indicate  affair  character; 
and  that  high  pretensions  are  the  sign  of  distinguished  worth. 
Coofident  assertions  you  will  suppose  to  spring  from  knowkdge, 
or  at  least  from  conviction  ;  and  contemptuous  arrogance,  from 
superiority  of  understaisding.  A  smile  you  will  easily  believe  to 
flow  from  complacency;  and  professions  of  attachment  and  good 
will  to  be  the  otTspring  of  genuine  friendship.  A  promise  will 
seem  to  you  a  bond :  and  on  the  day  of  payment  you  will  expect 
to  find  it  cancelled. 

Let  me  solemnly  remind  you,  that  the  world,  into  which  you 
are  going,  is  that  very  region  of  thorns  and  briers,  which  was  an- 
nounced in  the  sentence,  originally  passed  on  man ;  and  that  the 
inhabitants  of  it  are  the  descendants  of  that  apostate  Adam,  the 
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retribution  of  whose  guilt  was  in  the  same  sentence  declared  by 
his  Maker.  Let  me  warn  you,  that  high  pretensions  are  almost 
always  made  by  men,  so  weak,  or  so  corrupt,  as  to  have  no  other 
means,  beside  lli^s  shallow,  wretched  artifice,  of  supporting  any 
character  at  ail;  that  confident  assertions  are  made,  only  from  a 
consciousness,  thai  they  are  supported  by  no  evidence;  and  that 
contempt  and  arrogance  are  the  progeny  of  a  gross  heart,  and  a 
pun}'  understanding.  Let  me  persuade  you,  that  fair  professions, 
especially  when  sedulously  and  abundantly  made,  are  merely  a 
handsome  mask,  concealing  a  deformed  countenance  ;  and  that 
promises  are  but  too  often  a  serene  April  morning,  followed  by  a 
cloudy,  cheerless  day. 

You  may,  you  undoubtedly  will,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  ob- 
tain the  advice  of  those,  whom  experience  and  wisdom  have  quali- 
fied to  give  advice.  You  will,  I  trust,  find  friends.  I  hope 
they  will  be  wise  and  good  men  ;  able,  and  disposed,  to  advise 
you  to  that  which  will  most  promote  your  real  interests.  Such 
men  there  are  even  in  this  depraved  world  :  and  iheir  number  is 
not  inconsiderable.  Seek  them  out :  and,  when  you  have  found 
them,  receive  their  counsels  with  respect  and  gratitude. 

Bui  God  has  told  you.  atid  every  man  of  this  character  will  also 
tell  you,  that  ''  it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps;" 
not  even  in  men  of  this  respectable  class.  With  the  utmost  as- 
sistance, therefore,  which  they  will  be  able  to  lend,  you  will  still 
need,  and  absolutely  need,  the  guidance  of  Him,  who  is  the  Au- 
thor of  all  wisdom  ;  and  who,  if  you  ask  him,  will  grcc  it  liberally 
toithout  upbraiding. 

2.   You  need  the  Protection  of  God. 

The  observations,  made  under  the  preceding  head,  clearly 
evince,  that  your  life  must  be  liable  to  many  exposures,  of  many 
kinds.  There  are,  however,  many  other  evils,  by  which  you  are 
now  threatened ^  and  from  some  or  other  of  which  you  can  hardly 
fail  hereafter  to  suffer.  Even  in  this  healthy  climate  you  will 
always  be  exposed  to  sickness ;  pain;  languor;  the  loss  of  energy, 
and  consequently  of  eifort;  the  loss  of  friends;  and  the  sorrow 
which  it  will  occasion.  You  mny  lose  your  limbs,  your  reason, 
or  your  life.  You  are  always  exposed  to  dangerous  accidents; 
to  frauds  ;  to  slander :  and  to  the  bitter  sufferings,  inflicted  by 
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malice  and  envy.  You  may  languish  out  old  age  in  poverty, 
decrepitudcj  and  disgrace.  Temptations  will  arrest  you  from 
within,  and  from  without.  False  friends,  there  is  but  too  much 
reason  to  fear,  will  betray,  evil  examples  corrupt,  and  evil  com- 
munications seduce,  you.  Your  own  prejudices  and  passions 
may,  at  the  same  time,  prove  worse  enemies  to  ^ou  still ;  may  en- 
snare your  opinions,  and  harden  your  hearts  against  the  truth  of 
God ;  may  make  you  deaf  to  the  calls  of  mercy,  and  shut  you, 
finally,  out  of  Heaven. 

From  these  evils  who  can  preserve,  from  these  dangers  who 
can  deliver,  you  ?  Can  your  friends  ?  Alas !  they  are  frail,  sin- 
ful, perishing  creatures,  like  yourselves.  They,  as  well  as  you. 
are  exposed  daily  to  sickness,  and  sorrow,  and  death.  Temptations 
have  equal  power  over  them  also.  Often  they  will  yield,  and  fall ; 
and  thus  become  miserable  examples  of  sin  to  you.  Na) ,  there  is 
but  too  much  reason  to  fear,  that,  in  some  instances,  they  will 
themselves  become  the  tempters ;  and  countenance,  encourage, 
and  even  persuade,  you  to  commit  iniquity.  Their  doctrines  will 
sometimes  be  false  and  pernicious  ;  their  example  seductive  ;  and 
Ihey  will  wish  to  have  you  their  companions,  and  supporters,  in 
sin.  When  they  do  not,  they  will  cast  an  indulgent  eye  over  your 
own  passions,  and  practices  ;  and,  instead  of  checking  you,  when 
you  most  need  to  be  checked,  in  the  career  of  guilt,  will  by  their 
false  tenderness,  and  censurable  compliances  with  your  inclina- 
tions, insensibly  help  you  forward  towards  ruin. 

At  the  best,  they  will,  to  a  great  degree,  be  absent  from  you  ; 
incapable  of  knowing,  or,  if  they  know,  of  relieving,  your  distress- 
es, rescuing  you  from  dangers,  restoring  you  from  sickness,  or  pre- 
serving you  from  death.  Their  advice,  however  wise  and  good 
they  may  be,  will  be  that  of  ignorant,  erring  men  :  a  colfection  of 
mere  opinions,  where  you  will  need  knowledge;  and  often  a  mass 
of  errors,  where  your  circumstances  will  indispensably  demand 
truth.  Their  example  also  will  at  the  best  be  imperfect;  some- 
times alluring  you  to  evil ;  often  perplexing  ;  awakening  doubt 
and  fear  in  your  minds  ;  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  even  staggering 
your  charity. 

But,  if  your  friends  must  fail  of  furnishing  you  with  the  neces- 
sary assistance,  where  will  you  be  able  to  find  it  ?     How  obvious- 


isER.  XX'V.J  JACOB'S  VOW.  463 

!y,  how  indispensably,  do  you  need  a  Guardian,  present  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places ;  of  sufficient  discernment  to  know  all 
your  wants,  dangers,  and  sufferings;  and  of  sufficient  power  and 
goodness  to  supply,  protect,  and  relieve  ^ou.  But  this  Guardian, 
I  need  not  tell  )ou,  must  betfloD. 

3.    You  need  thv  Blissing  of  God. 

B)  the  biessHig  of  God  I  intend,  here,  that  benevolent,  and  con- 
trolling, agency  of  the  Universal  Rider,  which  enables  us   to  form 
ti^eful  designs,  and  orders  the  events   of  his  providence  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  give  them  success.     From  Him  oidy  can  you  derive 
the  ability   to  form  such  designs  :  for  ''  He  giveth  wisdom  to  the 
wise,  and  knowledge  to  them  that  know  understanding."     When 
your  designs   are  formed  ;  how  skilfully,  how  wisely,  soever  they 
may  be  formed,  you  cannot  make  them  successful.     The  husband- 
man may  cultivate  his  fields  with  the  highest  care,  and  skill :  yet 
the  rains  may   dissolve,   the  drought  wither,  the  mildew  corrupt, 
the   blast  shrivel,  or  insects  consume,  the  fruit  of  all  his  labour. 
The  merchant  may  fit  out,  and  man,  his  ship  with  the  utmost  hu- 
man prudence  :  yet  a  leak,  or  a  tempest,  may  sink  it  in  the  ocean. 
Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  the  workmen,  however  skilful,  will 
labour  in  vain.     In  vain  will  the  watchmen  wake  if  the  Lord  refuse 
to  keep  the-  city.     The  whole  experience  of  man,  the  experience 
of  every  day.    declares    with    irresistible  evidence,  that    "  The 
race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,  neither  yet 
bread   to  the  wise,  nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor 
yet  favour  to   men  of  skill."     In  the  transactions  of  every  day, 
and  particularly  in  those  of  any  importance,  a  considerate  man  will 
regularly  perceive,  that  between  the  formation  of  a  plan,  and  its 
issue,  there  is  an  uncertainty,  which  it  is  beyond  his  power  to 
settle;  depending  on  causes,  which  he  cannot  control.     On  this 
ground,  all  such  men,  instead  of  saying,  "■  We  know,"  uniformly 
say.  "  We  hope,"   or,   at  the   utmost,  '•  We  believe,"  the  design 
will  terminate  well.      Men.  who  adopt  confident  language  on  such 
occasions,  are    by    common    sense  pronounced  to   be  rash   and 
thoughtless.     "  Go  to  now,"  said  St.  James,  "ye,  who  say,  '  To- 
day,    or  to-morrow,  we  will  go  into  such  a   city,  and   continue 
there  a  year,  and  buy,  and  sell,  and  get  gain  ;'  whereas  ye   know 
not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow.     Ye  ought,  therefore,  to  sav, 
'  If  the  Lord  will,  we  shall  Uve.  and  do  this  or  that.'  " 
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How  pre-eminently  do  you,  particularly,  need  this  blessing  o4" 
God?  You  are  iii  the  morning  of  your  existence  ;  and  are,  now, 
only  preparing  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  the  day.  In  a  great 
measure  you  are  unpossessed  of  those  a<lvKiitages.  to  which  alone 
even  the  sanguine  men  of  this  world  took  for  surce>s.  To  a  great 
extent,  you  are  without  the  propeft}.  the  exjieneuce,  the  skill, 
the  friends,  the  influence,  or  the  reputation,  which  many  others  pos- 
sess ;  and  which  may  hereaft<'r  be  possessed  by  you.  Your  need 
of  the  Divine  blessing  is  written  in  sun  beams  ;  and  must  be  seen 
at  every  step  of  your  progress.  All  the  confidence,  which  your 
companionship,  your  numbers,  and  your  comparative  importance 
in  this  Seminary,  have  given  you,  will  in  a  few  days  vanish.  You 
will  be  scattered  in  the  great  world  ;  will  be  alone  ;  will  have  to 
begin  a  new  character,  a  new  employment,  and  a  new  influence  ; 
will. find  yourselves  lost  in  an  immense  multitude  ;  every  one  of 
whom  will  be  occupied  by  his  own  concerns,  and  almost  every  one 
regardless  of  yours.  Many  anxious,  some  desponding,  and  per- 
haps even  some  despairing,  thoughts  will  then  arise  in  your  minds. 
From  this  situation  you  may  learn,  at  least,  one  invaluable  les- 
son ;  and  feel  with  strong  practical  conviction,  that  you  indispen- 
sably rued  the  blessing  of  God. 

4.    You  need  the  Mercy  of  God. 

"Forlorn,"  says  Dr.  Beattie  very  beautifully, 

"Forlorn  in  this  bleak  wilderness  below, 
Ah!  what  were  man,  should  Heaven  refuse  to  hear?'" 

You,  like  the  rest  of  the  race  of  Adam,  are  by  nature  children 
of  wrath  ;  being  children  of  disobedience,  even  as  others.  The  heart 
of  man  is  pronounced  by  his  M.iker  to  be  deceitful  above  all  things. 
and  desperately  wicked.  I  hope  you  will  not  believe  me  unkind, 
when  I  say,  that  ?/0Mr  hearts  partake  of  the  common  nature,  and 
the  common  guilt.  Look  back  upon  your  lives  ;  and  survey  what 
you  have  done,  and  what  you  have  left  undone.  Look  with  in- 
tegrity and  candour.  Lei  each  of  you,  then,  in  his  own  secret 
thoughts  solemnl)  declare  to  his  Maker  the  result  of  his  investiga- 
tion. Must  not  the  language,  which  each  would  instinctively  use, 
be  the  same  with  that,  which  was  anciently  adopted  by  one  of  the 
wisest  and  best  men.  ever  seen  in  the  present  world  :     "  Oh  Jeho- 
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vah !  the  great  and  dreadful  God !  keeping  the  covenant,  and 
mercy,  to  them  that  love  Him,  and  them  that  keep  his  command- 
ments. I  have  sinned,  and  committed  iniquit) ,  and  have  done  wick- 
edly, and  rebelled,  even  by  departing  from  thy  precepts,  and  from 
thy  judgments.  Neither  have  1  hearkened  unto  thy  servants,  who 
spake  in  th)-  name  to  all  the  people  of  the  land.  O  Lord  !  right- 
eousness belongeth  unto  thee  ;  but  unto  me  confusion  of  face,  be- 
cause I  have  siimed  against  thee."  Would  you  not  rejoice  to  add, 
"  To  the  Lord,  our  God,  belong  mercies  and  forgivenesses  5  al- 
though we  have  rebelled  against  him  ?" 

If  you  are  at  a  loss  concerning  the  character,  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  these  observations  ;  it  is  that,  which  prevents,  or  disturbs, 
the  peace  of  your  own  minds  ;  which  makes  you  reluctant  to  look 
into  the  recesses  of  your  hearts  ;  which  makes  conscience  an  un- 
comfortable resident  in  your  bosoms;  winch  makes  you  unwilling 
to  think  upon  your  Maker ;  which  clothes  death  in  a  formidable 
array  of  terrors ;  which  forces  you  to  tremble  at  the  approaching 
Judgment  ;  and  which  compels  you  to  shudder  and  shrink,  when 
your  minds  wander  into  the  regions  of  Eternity.  It  is  the  spirit, 
which  awakens  all  the  uneasiness,  unkindness,  and  contention, 
around  you  ;  which  slanders  the  character  of  its  neighbour  at  the 
fire-side,  and  profanes  the  name  of  God  in  the  street ;  which  in 
the  Hall  of  Justice  engenders  the  furious  law-suit,  and  brings  the 
prisoner,  blackened  with  crimes,  to  receive  the  sentence  of  con- 
demnation. It  is  the  spirit,  which,  throughout  this  great  world, 
has  called  forth  the  post,  the  pillory,  and  the  stocks;  which  has 
heaved  the  massy  walls,  and  grated  the  gloomy  windows,  of  the 
Jail ;  which  has  forged  the  chains  of  the  culprit,  and  reared  up  the 
gibbet  as  the  instrument  of  terror  and  death.  It  is  the  spirit  of 
fraud  and  falsehood  in  private  life ;  of  remorseless  ambition, 
gross  intrigue,  peculation,  plunder,  and  tyranny,  in  Courts  and 
Legislatures.  It  is  the  spirit,  which  summons  armies  to  the  field  5 
wades  through  human  blood  ;  exults  over  the  groans  of  the  dying, 
and  the  corpses  of  the  dead  ;  consumes  with  tire  the  habitations 
of  men,  and  the  temples  of  God  ;  and  chases  back  peace  and  vir- 
tue, happiness  and  hope,  to  their  native  Heaven. 

It  is  not,  indeed,  always  seen  in  these  terrible  forms.  Oppor- 
tunities are  not  always  furnished  to  permit,  nor  means  to  accom- 
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plish,  nor  talents  to  contrive,  nor  energy  to  execute,  mischiefs  of 
so  dreadful  a  magnitude.  The  evil,  whence  some  or  other  of  them 
spring,  still  rankles,  however,  in  t-vevy  bosom.  In  the  sight  of 
Him,  before  whom  the  heavens  are  unclean,  and  wh<se  angels  are 
charged  with  folly,  every  virtuous  child  of  Adam  will  always  find 
reason  to  exclaim.  How  much  more  abominable  and  filthy  is  man, 
who  drinketh  in  iniquity  like  water? 

It  is  impossible,  that  beings,  in  whom  such  a  spirit  exists,  in 
whatever  degree  it  may  exist,  should  not  need  mercy  from  Him^ 
who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and  who  cannot  look  on  ini- 
quity. You  need  the  mere}  of  God,  to  convince  you  that  you 
are  sinners.  Not  a  child  oi  Adam  has  ever  learned  this  humiliat- 
ing truth  in  the  manner,  in  which  everyone  needs  to  learn  it, 
from  any  other  source.  Every  human  being,  when  reflecting  on 
his  moral  condition,  says  instinctively,  /  am  rich,  and  increased  in 
goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing  :  never  dreaming,  deluded  and 
unfortunate  creature  !  that  he  is  poor,  and  wretched,  and  miserable, 
and  blind,  and  naked,  and  in  zvant  of  all  things.  The  knowledge 
of  our  guilt  is  the  basis,  on  which  only  our  reformation  can  be 
erected.  He,  who  is  whole  in  his  own  belief,  our  Saviour  has 
taught  us,  will  never  feel  the  necessity  either  of  a  Physician,  or  a 
cure. 

From  the  mercy  of  God  you  must  derive  all  your  safety  from 
temptation  •,  all  your  strength  to  resist  it ;  all  the  checks  of  con- 
science ;  all  your  restraints  from  sin  ;  all  your  resolutions  and  ef- 
forts of  obedience.  From  the  mercy  of  God  you  need  the  daily 
prolongation  of  your  lives,  and  the  continuance  of  your  manifold 
blessings.  Can  any  of  you  assign  a  reason,  satisfactory  even  to 
himself,  why  he  is  here,  surrounded  with  comforts,  and  animated 
with  hopes?  Can  a  reason  be  assigned,  why  he  is  not  roaming 
for  prey  in  an  Arabian  desart ;  or  prowling  for  slaughter,  and  for 
scalps,  in  the  western  wilderness  ?  Why.  let  me  ask  for  you,  arc 
you  not  now  begging  alms  at  the  door  of  pride  and  insolence  ;  de- 
prived of  sight,  and  led  by  a  guide  from  house  to  house,  to  save 
you  from  perishing  with  hunger  and  nakedness?  Why  are  you 
not  writhing  with  pain,  scorched  with  fever,  or  wasting  with  hope- 
less decay?  Why  are  you  not  deprived  of  your  reason,  and  shut 
up  from  the  society  of  men  in  a  dungeon  of  darkness  and  despair  ? 
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Why  are  you  not  already  numbered  with  the  dead,  mouldering  in 
the  grave,  and  gone  to  your  final  trial  ?  Why  are  you  here  ;  in 
the  house  of  God  ;  before  the  mercy-seat ;  candidates  for  eternal 
life  ;  at  the  foot  of  the  cross ;  listening  to  the  sound  of  Redeem- 
ing and  forgiving  love  ;  and  hearing  the  Voice,  at  which  all  hea- 
ven trembles  with  rapture  ;  "  I  love  them,  that  love  me ;  and 
those,  who  seek  me  early,  shall  find  me  ?'- 

To  all  these  questions  there  is  but  one  answer  :  "  Because,  so 
it  seemed  good  to  the  mercy  of  God." 

From  the  mercy  of  God  you  must  derive  the  renovation  of  your 
Souls,  if  they  are  ever  renewed  ;  and,  if  they  are  not,  you  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  Spirit  of  truth,  of  whom  you  must 
be  born  again,  if  you  ever  become  the  sons  of  God,  communicates 
all  his  blessings,  from  mercy  only.  Without  his  influence,  you 
will  neither  know,  nor  feel,  your  guilt  nor  your  danger  ;  will  nei- 
ther renounce  your  sins,  nor  be  endued  with  that  holiness,  without 
which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  Should,  then,  this  glorious  and 
benevolent  Agent  refuse  to  have  mercy  on  you ;  what  will  be- 
come of  you,  here  and  hereafter?  You  will  here  be  given  up  to 
hardness  of  heart,  and  blindiiess  of  mind',  will  have  eyes  indeed, 
but  they  will  not  see  ;  ears,  but  they  will  not  hear  ;  and  hearts,  but 
they  will  not  understand.  Of  course,  you  will  never  he  converted, 
nor  healed. 

The  time  is  hastening,  when  you  will  come  to  the  bed  of  death. 
It  cannot  be  far  distant,  at  the  utmost.  It  may,  to  some  of  you  it 
probably  aj?7/ arrive  much  sooner  than  this  period.  Against  some 
or  other  of  your  names  the  melancholy  asterisk  may  make  its 
appearance  in  the  next  triennial  Catalogue.  At  this  awful  sea- 
son, when  your  friends,  your  enjoyments,  and  even  the  world  it- 
self is  retiring  from  you;  when  the  pains  of  death  are  agonizing 
your  hearts;  while  life  is  struggling  in  vain  to  keep  its  hold; 
while  the  soul  is  fluttering,  and  trembling,  over  its  beloved  tene- 
ment, and  stretching  its  wings  with  terror  and  anguish  for  its  final 
flight ;  where  will  you  find  consolation,  peace,  or  hope  ?  Your 
Physician  will  have  spent  his  last  medicine  upon  you.  Your  Mi- 
nister, and  perhaps  yourselves  also,  will  have  uttered  the  last 
prayer  for  your  recovery,  and  your  friends  wished,  and  wept,  and 
supplicated,  for  the  prolongation  of  your  life,  in  vain.     Lift  now 
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the  curtain,  which  conceals  eternity  from  your  view.     Cast  your 
eyes  through  the  opening  into  that  boundless  vast ;  and  tell  me 
whether  you  discern,  in  all  its  regions,  and  among  the  endless 
miUions   of  its  inhabitants,  a  friend,   an  acquaintance,  or  even  a 
stranger,  who  can  prolong  your  life  in  this  world,  or  who,  unper- 
miited  of  God,  can  make  your  arrival  in  that  safe,  hopeful,  peace- 
ful, pleasant,  and  prosperous.     Not  one  of  them  can  by  any  means 
redeem  his  brother,  or  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  him,  that  he  should 
still  live  forever,  and  not  see  corruption.     For  the  redemption  of  the 
soul  is  precious,  and  it  ceaseth  forever.     When  your  bodies  return 
to  the  dust,  from  which  they  were  taken  ;  your  spirits  will  return, 
also,  to  God  who  gave  them.     They  will  return,  to  render  their 
last  account.     Every  work  will  then  be  brought  into  Judgment,  with 
every  secret  thing,  whether  it  has  been  good,  or  whether  it  has  been 
evil.     Who  then  will  be  your  advocate  ?     Who,   beneath  the  eye 
of  stern  justice,  will  appear  to  plead  your  cause?     Where  will 
you  find  a  friend,  a  refuge,  or  a  hope,  but  in  the  mercy  of  God  ? 
Accompany  me  in  your  thoughts  one  step  farther.     There  are 
two  states  of  existence  beyond  the  grave  :  a  state  of  immortal  en- 
joyment, and  a  state  of  endless  woe.     To  one  of  these  you   will 
go  from  the  Judgment.     Realize,  so  far  as  you  are  able,  the  dif- 
ference between  these   allotments.     Realize  the  difference  be- 
tween spending  eternity  with  a  band  of  fiends,  or  surrounded  by 
the  Church  of  the  first-born,  and  the  innumerable  company  of  an- 
gels ^  in  the  bliss  of  Heaven,  or  the  miseries  of  hell.     Without  an 
interest  in  the  mercy  of  God,  think,  1  beseech  you  think,  where, 
how,  with  whom.,  you  will  pass  your  future  being. 

With  all  these  solemn  and  interesting  things  in  your  view,  Iiet 
me  recall  to  your  minds  the  affecting  transaction  in  the  text.  In 
the  same  situation  with  yourselves,  with  all  the  necessities  which 
1  have  here  stated  to  be  yours,  Jacob,  when  he  began  the  busi- 
ness of  life,  determined  with  supreme  wisdom  to  provide  for  them 
all.  In  what  manner  did  he  make  this  provision  ?  He  chose  Je- 
hovah as  his  God ;  and  consecrated  himself  and  his  services,  to 
the  pleasure  and  praise  of  his  Creator. 

The  choice  is  perfect :  the  example  is  perfect.  If  the  proof, 
already  adduced,  were  insufficient ;  the  most  decisive  evidence  is 
furnished  in  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  Sacred  Volume,     The 
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blessings  innumerable,  and  invaluable,  which  were  bestowed  upon 
him ;  the  protection,  which  he  received  in  this  solitary  and  dan- 
gerous journey;  the  prosperity,  which  attended  his  labours;  his 
preservation  from  enemies,  famine,  and  death ;  and  the  glorious 
things,  done  for  his  posterity,  particularly  in  their  sanctification 
and  salvation ;  and  peculiarly  the  immensely  glorious  things, 
which  are  promised,  and  which  will  be  performed,  for  them,  after 
their  restoration  in  the  latter  days  ;  are  illustrious  proofs,  that  the 
benefits  of  these  resolutions  may  transcend  the  life  and  interests 
of  him,  by  whom  they  are  made  ;  may  flow  down  the  stream  of 
time  to  the  remotest  generations ;  and  may  enter,  with  them,  the 
regions  of  eternity.  On  Jacob  himself,  and  his  everlasting  wel- 
fare, the  efficacy  of  these  resolutions  is  wonderfully  exhibited  in 
the  remarkable  facts ;  that  the  Messiah  sprang  from  his  loins  ; 
that  God  was  pleased  to  style  him  his  servant,  his  chosen,  Israel^  a 
prince  with  God  ;  and  to  style  Himself  the  God  of  Jacob,  the 
Mighty  One  of  Jacob,  ami  the  Holy  One  of  Israel :  and  that  to  sit 
down  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  with  Abraham^  with  Isaac,  and  with 
Jacob,  is  appropriate  language,  used  by  Christ  to  denote  the  im- 
mortal blessings  of  Heaven.  The  effects  of  these  resolutions 
were,  therefore,  immeasurable  and  eternal. 

Confidently  follow,  then,  this  glorious  example.  Open  your 
eyes  on  all  your  wants,  and  weaknesses,  your  exposures,  tempta- 
tions, and  sins.  Feel,  that  life  and  death,  endless  enjoyment  and 
absolute  ruin  are  now  offered  to  your  choice.  Feel,  that  He,  who 
was  not  ashamed  to  be  called  the  God  o(  Jacob,  will  be  pleased  to 
be  your  God;  that  he  loves  those,  who  love  Him;  that  those,  who 
honour  Him,  He  will  honour  ;  and  that  those,  who  seek  him  early, 
will  find  him.  Remember,  that  all  good  is  in  His  hands ;  that 
He  is  the  Fountain,  whence  every  stream  of  enjoyment,  tasted  by 
the  Intelligent  Creation,  has  flowed  from  the  beginning,  and  will 
flow  forever.  Remember,  that  he  is  the  Sun  of  righteousness, 
which  alone  has  illumined,  and  quickened,  the  Moral  Universe, 
throughout  all  its  immeasurable  regions ;  that  in  his  light  you  will 
see  light,  and  peace,  and  joy  ;  and  that,  where  he  shines  not.  all 
is  darkness  and  solitude,  misery  and  despair. 
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Matthew  x.  5. 

These  twelve  Jema  sent  forth. 

The  Twelve,  here  spoken  of,  were  the  twelve  Apostles  ot 
Christ,  who  were  now  sent  out  by  their  Master  upon  an  extraor- 
'linary  mission. 

This  Mission  was  obviously  the  commencement  of  their  Mi.,.. 
try.  It  was  an  extraordinary  commencement  of  an  extraordi'na 
ry  business ;  a  business,  in  many  respects  singular,  in  all  wonder- 
ful ;  and  demanding  from  mankind  the  strongest  approbation,  and 
the  most  intense  gratitude.  Such  a  subject  cannot  fail  to  claim 
the  attention  of  every  man,  who  feels  an  interest  in  Christianity 
nor  of  being  a  profitable  theme  of  our  present  meditation.  In  ex- 
amining it  I  shall  consider,  briefly,  the  Person  by  whom,  and  tht 
Errand  on  which,  the  Jlposths  were  sent;  their  Circumstances  ;  their 
Character;  and  the  Issue  of  their  agency ,  as  it  respected  both  them- 
selves, and  their  fellow-men. 

They  were  sent  on  this  Mission  by  the  Saviour  of  mankind.  This 
glorious  person,  whose  Mmc,  with  singular  propriety  and  em- 
phasis, is  called  Wonderful,  appeared  in  this  world  in  the  humble 
character  of  a  Jewish  peasant.  Yet  in  this  character  he  uttered 
from  the  stores  of  his  own  mind,  wisdom,  which  no  genius,  learn- 
ing, or  science,  has  enabled  any  child  of  Adam  to  rival ;  Exhibit- 
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ed  virtue,  compared  with  which  the  highest  human  excellence  is 
a  rush-Hght  to  the  sun ;  and  possessed  powers,  which  disease  and 
pain,  Hfe  and  death,  the  world  and  its  elements,  instantaneously 
obeyed. 

Nor  did  he  merely  possess  these  powers  himself:  but  was  able 
to  communicate  them  to  others  at  his  pleasure.  On  this  very 
occasion  he  commissioned  his  Apostles  to  heal  the  sick,  raise  the 
dead,  and  cast  out  demons.  In  the  progress  of  their  Ministry  they 
performed  all  these  wonderful  works.  Demons,  diseases,  and 
death,  actually  fled  at  their  approach  ;  and  the  soul,  at  their  com- 
mand, was  arrested  in  its  flight,  and,  returning  back  from  the 
world  of  spirits,  animated  again  the  lifeless  form,  to  which  it  had 
bidden  a  final  farewell.  At  the  same  time,  he  endued  them  with 
an  exact  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  pleasure  and  pro- 
vidence of  God  ;  a  knowledge,  with  which  they  were  able,  without 
error  or  defect,  to  teach  mankind  theif  duty,  and  place  their  feet 
in  the  path  to  immortal  life.  Views,  which  before  were  limited 
to  their  cottages  and  their  nets,  he  expanded  over  the  divine  king- 
dom. Thoughts,  which  before  crept  upon  the  ground,  he  raised 
to  heaven.  To  these  endowments  he  added  Virtue,  in  every 
form  and  degree,  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  their  Ministry  ;  virtue,  superior  to  the  fear  and 
the  flattery  of  men,  to  the  trials  and  the  allurements  of  the  world, 
to  toil  and  discouragement,  to  danger  and  death. 

By  these  communications  he  evinced,  in  a  particular  manner, 
his  own  superiority  to  all  the  Prophets,  who  had  preceded  him; 
and  showed,  that  his  powers  were  of  a  nature  widely  ditferent 
from  theirs.  The  messages,  which  they  received,  they  faithfully 
delivered  ;  the  powers,  with  which  they  were  endued,  they  ex- 
erted with  the  same  fidelity,  in  accomplishing  the  specific  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  given.  But  he,  while  he  executed  the 
pleasure,  and  disclosed  the  will,  of  his  Father,  performed  also  his 
own  will,  and  uttered  his  own  pleasure  :  as  he  has  taught  us  in  this 
authoritative  phraseology,  "/will:  be  thou  clean."  "Verily, 
verily,  /say  unto  you."  But  his  peculiar  character  is  still  more 
forcibly  exhibited,  in  his  communication  of  inspiration,  miraculous 
powers,  and  moral  excellence,  to  others.  The  Prophets,  who 
preceded  him,  communicated  nothing.     He  not  only  conveyed  all 
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these  stupendous  attributes  as  he  pleased,  while  he  continued  in 
the  world  ;  but  imparted  them  also,  in  the  same  voluntary  man- 
ner, after  he  had  ascended  to  heaven. 

This  singular  authority  is,  in  the  most  impressive  and  solemn 
manner,  announced  to  us  in  the  instructions,  with  which  he  regu- 
lated this  Mission  of  the  Apostles.  After  directing  them  to 
preach,  to  heal,  and  to  perform  other  duties  of  their  Ministry,  he 
proceeds ;  "  Whosoever  shall  not  receive  you,  nor  hear  your 
words,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  the 
land  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for 
that  city."  And  again  :•"  Whosoever  shall  confess  me  before 
men,  him  will  I  confess  before  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven  :  But 
whosoever  shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny  before 
my  Father  who  is  in  heaven."  And  again  :  "  Whosoever  shall 
give  to  drink  unto  one  of  these  httle  ones  a  cup  of  cold  water 
only,  in  the  name  of  a  Disciple,  verily,  1  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in 
no  wise  lose  his  reward."  Who  is  this,  that  in  this  peremptory 
manner  opens,  and  shuts,  both  heaven  and  hell ;  and  disposes  of 
immortal  life,  and  eternal  death,  in  his  own  name,  and  according 
to  his  own  pleasure  ?  He  certainly,  and  He  only,  who  has  all 
these  things  in  his  power.  He,  who  has  the  keys  of  death,  and  of 
hell,  and  of  heaven  ;  who  openeth,  and  no  one  shutleth,  and  who 
shutteth,  and  no  one  openeth  ;  who  is  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  first 
and  the  last. 

The  Errand,  on  which  the  Apostles  were  sent,  was,  primarily,  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  Incidental  to  it,  as  means  of  evidencing  their 
divine  mission,  and  proving  its  benevolent  tendency  to  mankind, 
was  the  performance  of  the  several  miraculous  works  which  have 
been  already  mentioned.  These  were  means  of  exalted  benefi- 
cence to  mankind  in  their  earthly  concerns  :  that  was  the  instru- 
ment of  a  more  glorious  beneficence  to  their  immortal  interests. 
These  rescued  them  from  pain,  sickness,  and  sorrow,  and  raised 
them  to  hope  and  comfort  in  the  present  life  :  that  was  the  great 
means  of  delivering  them  from  endless  sorrow,  and  raising  them 
to  endless  glory,  in  the  life  to  come.  Doth  were  illustrious  exhi- 
bitions of  the  spirit,  with  which  he  was  animated,  and  of  i/iCiV  fitness 
and  readiness,  to  execute  so  honourable  a  commission. 

The  Cirnimifanrcs  of  the  Apostles    were  such,  as  apparently 
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disqualified  them,  wholly,  for  this  extraordinary  enterprise.  One 
of  them  was  a  Publican  ;  four  of  them  vf  eve  fishermen  ;  and  all  of 
them  were  of  thqclass  of /7eflsan<5.  They  were  of  course  unedu- 
cated men  ;  possessed  of  little  property;  having  few  friends  ;  and 
those,  like  themselves,  without  weight  or  influence  in  the  affairs  of 
mankind.  They  were  now  to  commence  an  opposition,  which 
they  were  to  carry  on  through  life,  against  the  vices,  prejudices, 
and  religion,  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  and,  of  course  against 
their  power,  bigotry,  rage,  and  persecution.  What  a  conflict  was 
this !  How  unequally  matched  were  the  combatants !  How 
unequal  in  their  numbers  !  Twelve  men  against  a  world.  How 
unequal  in  their  circumstances !  Twelve  peasants,  poor,  friend- 
less, powerless  and  uneducated,  commenced  a  controversy  against 
all  the  wealth,  power,  and  learning,  of  mankind;  against  the  go- 
vernment, the  arms,  the  philosophy,  and  the  eloquence,  of  their  own 
and  every  other  country.  How  unequal  were  the  weapons !  This 
little  band  brought  into  the  field  of  controversy  their  truth  and  argu- 
ments against  the  bigotry,  the  sophistry,  the  pride,  the  ambition, the 
voluptuousness,  the  furious  passions  and  rank  appetites,  of  their 
fellow-men ;  opposed  patience,  and  meekness,  to  ferocity  and 
persecution  ;  and  arrayed  their  miracles  against  the  sceptre  and 
the  sword.  Who,  that  saw  tbem  commence  this  strange  enter- 
prise, would  not  have  expected  to  see  them  crushed  in  a  moment  ? 
Who  would  not  have  pitied  such  a  body  of  poor,  ignorant,  well- 
meaning  men  ;  dreaming  of  success  in  an  undertaking,  on  which 
Nature,  in  all  her  course,  had  stamped  discouragement  and  des- 
pair, and  for  which  heaven  itself  had  apparently  made  no  effectual 
provision  ? 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  tlie  Errand,  on  which  they 
were  sent,  was,  ^v'xmzvWy,  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Of  this  preaching 
the  immediate  object  was.  to  establish  the  Religion  which  the 
Gospel  announced  to  the  world,  in  the  hearts  of  mankind;  and  to 
substitute  it  for  the  Judai'^m  of  their  own,  and  the  Heathenism  of 
other,  nations  :  a  religion,  simple  ;  pure  ;  prescribing  to  the  faith 
of  mankind  nothing  but  exact  truth,  and  to  their  inclinations,  no- 
thing but  unmingled  virtue  ;  and  thus  warring  upon  the  native  de- 
pravity of  man,  and  upon  every  inordinate  as  well  as  every  guilty 
passion  and  appetite  :  a  religion,   which  professed  to  assimilate 
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men  to  Angels,  and  in  that  foul  cavern,  the  human  heart,  to  hght 
up  the  beauty  and  glory  of  heaven.  This  religion  they  went  forth 
to  substitute  for  systems  of  ceremonious  worship,  which  fascinated 
with  their  splendour  both  the  senses  find  the  imagination  ;  for 
creeds,  which  flattered  human  credulity,  and  were  flexible  to  every 
touch  of  ignorance,  prejudice,  or  vice  ;  and  for  codes,  which  de- 
manded no  sacrifice  of  lust  or  sin,  and  yielded  to  every  corrupt 
wish  of  a  corrupted  heart.  What  a  wonderful  object  is  here  pre- 
sented to  a  mind,  versed  in  the  history  and  character  of  man  ;  and 
with  what  astonishment  must  such  a  mind  see  this  object  commit- 
ted to  such  hands ! 

The  Character  of  these  men  was  of  the  same  interesting  nature 
with  their  Circumstances.  They  were,  as  I  have  observed,  poor, 
uneducated  peasants,  without  friends,  power,  or  influence.  Yet 
they  were  men  of  plain,  strong  sense ;  and  had  been  trained,  for 
several  years,  in  moral  and  rehgious  knowledge,  under  the  ablest 
and  best  Teacher  who  has  ever  appeared  below  the  sun  ;  and  to 
whom  all  men,  learned,  as  well  as  unlearned,  are  indebted  for 
every  thing  of  importance,  which  they  know  in  the  moral  system. 
To  the  instructions,  directly  received  from  this  great  Teacher  of 
righteousness,  he  was  pleased  to  add  the  sun-shine  of  Inspiration. 
"  Let  there  be  light,"  said  the  same  voice,  which  originally  com- 
7nandedthe  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness;  and  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  these  humble  men  there  sprang  up  ''  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ." 
Under  this  illumination  they  uttered  wisdom,  by  the  side  of  which 
all  the  preceding  and  succeeding  wisdom  of  this  world  is  foolish- 
ness. The  chair  of  religious  instruction  they  assumed  at  once  ; 
and  claimed  to  themselves  the  character  of  teachers  and  lawgivers 
to  the  human  race.  Unlike  the  Philosophers  of  antiquity,  and 
the  Infidels  of  modern  times,  they  did  not  advise;  they  did  not 
persuade;  they  did  not  recommend ;  but  they  dictated  rules  of 
faith,  and  prescribed  laws  of  practice.  Nor  did  they  differ  less 
from  these  men  in  another  part  of  their  character.  Lofty  as  their 
pretensions  were,  and  decisive  as  were  tneir  precepts,  they  claim- 
ed nothing  to  themselves.  In  this  magnificent  office,  totally  su- 
perior to  any  other,  ever  occupied  b}  mere  men  ;  an  office,  which 
kings  would  have  been  proud  to  hold  :  they  still  retained  all  their 
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former  modesty,  and  were  more  humble  in  their  deportment,  than 
even  in  their  circumstances.  Philosophical  pride  is  proverbial. 
The  Wise  man,  particularly,  of  the  Stoics,  was,  notwithstanding 
his  contemptible  errors  and  abominable  vices,  perfect,  both  in  his 
own  opinion,  and  that  of  his  sect ;  and  in  some  respects  equal, 
and  in  others  superior,  even  to  the  gods.  Immeasurably  distant 
trom  this  arrogance,  the  Apostles  were  humble,  meek,  modest, 
and  gentle,  as  little  children.  Proclaiming,  as  they  did,  the  terms 
on  which  the  sins  of  all  men  shall  be  remitted,  or  retained,  they 
gave  the  glory  of  all  their  endowments  and  attainments  to  their 
Master.  Yet  the  greatest  of  monarchs,  and  men  with  whom 
raonarchs  can  rarely  sustain  a  comparison,  have  gloried  in  being 
registered  among  their  followers. 

Of  the  same  extraordinary  nature  was  their  Faith  in  God.  No 
Other  attribute  of  the  human  mind,  but  a  cordial  confidence  in 
the  Creator,  could  have  induced  these  sober,  quiet  men,  humble 
and  modest  as  they  were,  to  undertake  an  enterprise  of  this  magni- 
tude, obviously  attended  at  every  step  by  tremendous  difficulties. 
They  knew,  and  have  proved  to  us  that  they  knew,  their  own 
insufficiency  ;  and  on  their  own  powers,  whether  single  or  combin- 
ed, placed  no  reliance.  But  they  also  knew  the  power  of  their 
Master ;  and  in  innumerable  instances  had  had  ocular  evidence, 
that  He  was  able  to  control  both  the  natural  and  the  moral  king- 
doms, with  a  word,  and  to  do  whatever  he  pleased.  Equally 
were  they  assured,  that  he  was  able  to  communicate  to  them 
whatever  powers,  and  faithful  to  furnish  them  whatever  assistance, 
might  be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  undertaking. 
In  him  their  confidence  was,  ordinarily,  unlimited:  and  an  un- 
limited confidence  was  indispensable,  where  such  difficulties  were 
to  be  overcome,  and  such  efforts  were  to  be  made.  With  this 
spirit  Peter  boldly  ventured  to  walk  upon  the  billows,  to  meet  his 
Master ;  and  with  the  same  spirit,  less  rash  indeed,  but  equally 
vigorous,  and  incomparably  more  stable,  both  he,  and  his  compan- 
ions, when  they  went  out  on  their  great  Errand,  fearlessly  trod 
their  way  during  life,  through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  persecution. 
The  trial  of  their  faith,  as  it  is  beautifully  expressed  by  one  of  their 
number,  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  which  perishethj 
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though  it  zoas  tried  withfre,  was  found  unto  glory,  and  honour,  and 
praise,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ. 

They  were  Honest ;  and  with  an  iiitei^rity,  which  no  heathen,  nor 
Infidel,  Philosopher  ever  possessed.  Tht)  were  honest  to  God; 
honest  to  their  fellow-men ;  and  honest  to  themselves.  Their 
purposes  were  perfecti}  single  ;  and  never  sinister.  They  sought 
neither  fame,  nor  wealth,  nor  power,  nor  pleasure.  Every  wish 
they  restricted  to  their  duty ;  every  aim  the)  centred  in  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  their  fellow-men.  Their  declarations, 
also,  were  equally  free  from  the  stains  of  falsehood,  and  the  dis- 
grace of  sophistry.  They  were  direct,  they  were  exact.  The 
glorious  character  of  their  Master  they  describe  without  a  single 
commendation  :  the  transcendent  wickedness  of  his  persecutors 
they  recite  without  a  single  invective,  and  almost  without  a 
single  censure.  Their  own  faults  and  follies,  they  disclose 
without  reluctance,  without  disguise,  without  palliation.  They 
set  out,  professedly,  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  salvation  to  man- 
kind, and  to  become  means  of  eternal  life  to  such  as  heard 
them.  This  object  they  pursued,  tiil  death  interrupted  their 
career.  In  their  progress  they  met  with  innumerable  persecu- 
tions ;  such  as  might  be  expected,  only  b)  the  open,  bitter  ene- 
mies of  the  human  race.  When  these  sufferings  arrested  them  in 
one  city,  they  fled  to  another  ;  keeping  their  great  design  unalter- 
ably in  view,  and  only  changing  the  theatre  of  their  efforts.  The 
story  of  these  abuses  they  have  left  behind.  It  is  a  tale,  told,  not 
only  without  vehemence  and  hostility,  but  without  emotion.  A 
parallel  to  it  the  world  cannot  furnish.  The  facts  are  barely 
narrated  ;  and  the  reader  is  left  to  form  his  own  unbiassed  judg- 
ment. 

Nor  were  they  less  distinguished  for  their  Resolution.  Few  at- 
tributes of  the  human  mind  have  commanded  more  admiration 
than  this ;  and  yet  few  have  commonly  deserved  less  to  be  ap- 
plauded. Whenever  active  courage  adventures  boldly  into  great 
dangers,  and  accomplibhes  great  [)urposcs,  the  world  has  ever  been 
prone  to  admire  without  consideration,  and  to  applaud  without  jus- 
tice :  not  reflecting,  that  in  this  manner,  and  on  the  same  grounds, 
hoth  admiration  and  applause  would  be  due  to  the  exploits  of  the 
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bull  dog,  and  the  tip;er.  It  is  only  when  this  attribute  is  under  the 
control  of  conscience,  and  is  enlisted  in  the  service  of  God,  and 
mankind  ;  when  danger  is  encountered  firmly,  for  ends  so  valua- 
ble as  to  justify  the  exposure  ;  not  only  when  great  efforts  are 
made,  but  great  good  is  attained  ;  that  courage  is  to  be  considered. 
as  a  virtue,  and  the  brave  man  to  be  esteemed  honourable. 

Such  was  the  resolution  of  these  extraordinary  men.  Their 
Master,  in  the  directions,  which  he  gave  them  on  this  occasion, 
warned  them  of  the  dangers,  upon  which  they  were  entering: 
"  Behold,"  said  He,  "  I  send  )ou  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wo  ves.  Beware  of  men  :  for  they  will  deliver  you  up  to  their 
Councils,  and  they  will  scourge  you  in  their  synagogues :  and  ye 
shall  be  brought  before  Governors  and  kings,  for  my  sake,  for  a 
testimony  against  them,  and  the  Gentiles."  Melancholy  en- 
couragements these  to  any  enterprise ;  demanding  invincible 
resolution  even  to  commence  it,  and  much  more  to  accomplish  it. 

In  the  same  manner  he  taught  them  to  anticipate  their  suffer- 
ings after  his  death.  "  If  they  have  persecuted  me,  they  will  also 
persecute  you.  Verily,  verily,  1  say  unto  you,  that  ye  shall  weep, 
and  lament;  but  the  world  shall  rejoice.  In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulation :  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  As  they  placed  an  implicit  and  unlimited  confidence, 
both  in  the  integrity  and  the  foreknow^ledge  of  Christ,  they  went 
out  upon  this  singular  expedition,  with  an  entire  certainty  of  expe- 
riencing all  the  distresses  which  he  had  announced.  "  And  now," 
saith  St.  Paul,  "  I  go  to  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  what  things  shall 
befall  me  there  ;  save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth,  that  in  every 
city  bonds,  and  afflictions,  abide  me."  But  with  this  conviction, 
this  certainty  of  danger  and  suffering,  both  found  every  where,  and 
extending  through  every  period  of  their  Ministry,  they  entered 
upon  their  great  undertaking  with  the  same  coolness  and  serenity, 
the  same  undisturbed  tenor  of  thought,  with  which  we  go  to  the 
ordiiiary  business  of  life.  The  anticipated  danger  they  met  with 
an  undaunted  eye  ;  the  present  suffering  they  encountered  with 
unyielding  energy.  With  this  spirit  they  moved  directly  forward 
to  meet,  with  this  spirit  they  actually  met,  danger  and  difficulty, 
hatred  and  persecution,  the  prison,  the  stake,  and  the  cross. 

Nor  were  their  Patience  and  their  Fortitude  less  conspicuous. 
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They  were  not  merely  summoned  to  encounter,  but  to  suffer,  also, 
and  endure.  Hear  the  summary,  which  St.  Paul  gives  of  his  own 
distresses.  "  Are  they  Ministers  of  Christ  ?  I  am  more  :  in  la- 
bours more  abundant,  in  stripes  above  measure,  in  prisons  more 
frequent,  in  deaths  oft.  Of  the  Jews  five  times  received  I  forty 
stripes  save  one  :  thrice  was  I  beaten  with  rods :  once  was  I  ston- 
ed :  thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck  :  a  night  and  a  day  I  have  been 
in  the  deep  ;  in  journeyings  often  ;  in  perils  of  waters  ;  in  perils 
of  robbers;  in  perils  by  my  own  countrymen;  in  perils  by  the 
heathen  ;  in  perils  in  the  city  ;  in  perils  in  the  wilderness ;  in 
perils  in  the  sea  ;  in  perils  among  false  brethren ;  in  weariness 
and  painfulness ;  in  watchings  often ;  in  hunger  and  thirst ;  in 
fastings  often  ;  in  cold  and  nakedness." 

The  manner,  in  which  these  extraordinary  men  bore  and  en- 
dured all  this,  may  be  learned  most  effectually  from  their  own 
declarations.  "  None  of  these  things,"  saith  St.  Paul,  "  move  me  ; 
neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  may  finish  my 
course  with  joy.  Yea,  doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus,  my  Lord  ; 
for  whom  I  have  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them 
but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Christ." 

Perfectly  accordant  with  these  sentiments  was  their  conduct : 
"  And  when  they  had  called  the  Apostles,"  saith  St.  Luke,  *'  and 
beaten  them,  they  commanded  "that  they  should  not  speak  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  and  let  them  go.  And  they  departed  from  the 
presence  of  the  Council,  rejoicing,  that  they  were  worthy  to  suf- 
fer shame  for  his  name."  Such  was  the  spirit,  which  they  every 
where  discovered,  and  on  every  occasion.  Illustrious  copies  of 
their  Divine  Master,  they  reflected,  as  mirrors,  the  glory  of  the 
Lardy  and  were  changed  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory, 
as  by  the  Spirit  <f  the  Lord.  Like  him,  when  they  zoere  reviled, 
they  reviled  not  again  ;  zohen  they  suffered,  they  threatened  not ;  but 
committed  themselves  to  Him,  zvho  judgeth  righteously.  Their  o«- 
tience  extorted  pity  and  esteem  from  their  iron-hearted  persecu- 
tors ;  and  often  converted  to  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  those,  on 
whom  their  arguments  and  miracles  had  been  employed  in  vain. 
Their  fortitude  overcame  the  fury  of  their  enemies ;  and  forced 
oven  malice  itself  to  admire  and  applaud.     From  the  midst  of 
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one  suffering  it  enabled  them  with  serenity  to  look  forward  to  an- 
other; and  to  go  with  an  unbending,  as  well  as  an  undaunted 
mind,  from  trouble  to  trouble.  With  the  supporting  influence  of 
this  glorious  disposition  they  smiled  on  the  rack;  ascended  the 
cross  in  triumph  ;  embraced  the  stake;  and  wafted  their  praises 
to  heaven  in  the  flames  by  which  they  were  consumed. 

Not  less  intense,  not  less  honourable,  was  their  Benevolence. 
That  divine  attribute,  which  seeketh  not  her  own,  was  never  so 
illustriously  exhibited  to  the  eye  of  man,  except  in  the  transcen- 
dent love  of  the  Redeemer.  Their  good  will  was  not  the  love  of 
party  :  it  was  not  attachment  to  a  sect :  it  was  not  bigotry  to  a 
church:  it  was  not  prejudice  in  favour  of  a  system.  Free  from 
every  sinister  purpose,  renouncing  every  private  end,  and  every 
private  attachment,  to  the  Jews  it  became  us  a  Jew,  that  it  might 
gain  the  Jews  ;  to  them  that  were  under  the  law,  as  under  the  law, 
that  it  might  gain  them  that  were  under  the  law  ;  to  them  that  were 
without  law,  as  without  law,  that  it  might  gain  them  that  were  with- 
out law.  To  the  weak  it  became  as  weak,  that  it  might  gain  the 
iL-eak.  In  a  word,  it  became  all  things  to  all  men,  that  it  might  hy 
any  means  save^some.  Animated  by  this  celestial  principle,  these 
singular  men  left  their  home,  their  friends,  their  country,  their 
earthly  enjoyments,  and  their  earthly  hopes ;  and  wandered 
through  the  world,  to  promote  the  salvation  of  their  fellow-men. 
The  Soul,  next  to  God.  was  the  object  of  their  intense  love  ;  and 
its  salvation,  the  exalted  end  of  their  labours.  To  raise  man- 
kind to  heaven  ;  to  cluster  them  round  the  throne  of  God  ;  to 
place  them  by  the  pure  river  of  the  water  of  life  ;  and  to  procure 
them  an  unforbidden  and  eternal  access  to  the  Tree  of  Life;  thev 
toiled  and  suffered,  lived  and  died. 

But  of  all  their  virtues  the  consummation  and  the  crown  was 
their  Piety.  "  God,  whose  I  am,  and  whom  I  serve,"  was  the 
motto  of  their  lives.  "  Now,"  saith  St.  Paul,  "  unto  the  King 
eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise  God.  be  honour,  and 
glory,  forever  and  ever.  Amen."  This  was  the  song  of  eternal 
praise,  which  they  sung  without  ceasing  on  this  side  of  the  grave, 
as  a  prelude  to  that  everlasting  Hymn,  in  which  they  have  long 
since  united,  with  the  innumerable  company  of  Angels  :  "  Bless- 
ing:, and  honour,  and  glory,  and   power,  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth 
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on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever.  Amen." 
In  direct  contra&t  to  the  state  of  wicked  men,  God  was  in  all  their 
thoughts.  This  great  Being,  equall}  awful  and  dehghtful,  they 
kept  alway  before  ihem ;  and  tixed  their  e}e,  and  directed  their 
course,  hke  the  eagle,  towards  the  glorious  Lummary  of  the  Uni- 
verse. To  please  Him  ;  to  execute  his  will  ;  to  honour  his  name  ; 
to  show  forth  his  praise ;  and  to  persuade  others  to  engage  in  the 
same  celestial  employment,  throughout  the  progress  of  endless 
ages;  was  the  combined  and  exalted  end  of  all  their  efforts:  an 
end  supremely  great,  and  wholly  divine. 

7%e  Issue  of  this  enterprise,  as  it  respected  mankind,  is  too  well 
known  to  requiie  a  discussion.  In  spite  of  the  bigotry,  the  so- 
phistry, the  eloquence,  the  avarice,  the  pride,  the  sensuality,  the 
power,  the  malice,  and  the  persecution,  of  the  world,  they  con- 
verted half  the  human  race,  within  its  known  limits.  The  na- 
ture, and  extent,  of  this  change  in  the  character  and  circum- 
stances of  men  may  be  advantageously  understood  from  a  bare 
contemplation  of  our  own  land.  A  few  years  since,  it  was  an  im- 
mense and  gloomy  desert.  Through  its  wild  and  desolate  forests 
the  human  wolf  prowled  for  his  prey ;  and  wound  the  secret 
scout,  to  carr)  flames  and  butchery,  into  the  habitation  of  his  un- 
suspecting enemy.  In  its  dark  recesses  the  worshippers  of  devils 
clustered  around  the  powaw,  to  propitiate  the  malignant  Power, 
whom  they  regarded  as  the  author  of  all  evil.  The  worship  was 
such,  as  became  the  fiend  to  whom  it  was  directed ;  the  retreats 
in  which  it  was  celebrated  ;  and  the  beings  by  whom  it  was  offer- 
ed up  :  a  monstrous  compound  of  ignorance,  folly,  and  sin ;  de- 
basing the  character  of  the  worshipper  below  that  of  a  beast,  and 
changing  it  into  the  turpitude  of  a  demon.  Contrast  these  things 
with  the  present  situation  of  the  same  land.  To  the  dark  abode 
of  superstition  has  succeeded  the  house  of  God;  to  the  Savage, 
the  Christian  ;  to  the  incantations  of  the  powaw,  the  prayers  of 
the  Church ;  to  the  howl  of  frenzy,  the  song  of  heaven ;  to  the 
fiend,  Jehovah.  Thousands  of  churches  now  echo  to  the  praises 
of  the  divine  Benefactor;  ten  thousands  of  schools  now  open  the 
early  mind  to  useful  knowledge,  and  divine  wisdom  ;  families  in 
vast  multitudes  now  waft  their  morning  and  evening  incense  to 
<he  throne  of  God :    where,  a   few  vears  since,  the  name,  the 
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Word,  and  the  worship,  of  the  Creator  were  unknown  ;  the  path 
to  immortal  hfe  was  untrodden;  and  no  correspondence  with  hea- 
ven had  ever  been  begun.  Go  bark  a  few  centuries  farther  ;  and 
our  own  ancestors  were  employed  in  worship,  essentially  the  same 
with  that  of  the  American  Savage;  nay,  a  worship  more  sense- 
less, more  cruel,  and  more  brutal.  To  the  wonderful  men,  who 
have  been  the  principal  subject  of  this  discourse,  is  this  mighty 
transmutation,  under  God.  wholly  owing.  Their  alchemy  has 
converted  our  stones  into  gold. 

To  themselves  the  issue  was  immensely  glorious  and  happy. 
In  the  flames  of  persecution  they  ascended  to  heaven.  There, 
accepted,  purified,  and  made  perfect,  they  surround  the  throne  of 
God,  arrayed  in  immortal  glory.  They  were  pre-eminently  zoi^e; 
and  will  therefore  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  Firmament.  They 
turned  many  to  righteousness  ;  and  are  stars  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  supreme  splendour,  in  the  firmament  of  heaven.  Their 
names  are  engraved  for  eternity  on  the  twelve  foundations  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  :  and,  when  they  ca?t  their  eyes  abroad  over  the 
general  assembly  of  the  First-born,  tliey  behold,  and  will  forever 
behold,  millions  of  immortal  minds,  who  to  them,  under  God,  owe 
their  admission  to  the  world  of  life,  to  glory  which  knows  no  limit, 
and  to  transports  which  shall  see  no  end. 

From  the  summary  account,  which  I  have  given  of  this  singu- 
lar subiect,  the  mind  is  irresistibly  led  through  a  train  of  solemn 
and  delightful  reflections;  and  those,  of  high  practical  importance. 
But  the  present  occasion  compels  me  to  pass  by  these  interesting 
themes  ;  and  to  address  the  considerations,  which  1  propose  to 
derive  from  the  preceding  part  of  this  discourse,  to  the  Youths,  for 
whom  it  was  written. 

You,  my  young  friends,  are  now  bidding  a  final  adieu  to  the 
place  of  your  education.  Permit  me  solemnly  to  remind  you, 
that  the  same  Redeemer,  who  sent  out  the  Apostles,  is  now  send- 
ing you  abroad  mto  the  same  world,  for  the  same  honourable  pur- 
pose ;  viz.  to  glorify  your  Creator,  and  to  do  good  to  your  fellow- 
men.  You  are  not,  indeed,  commissioned  as  Apostles.  You  are 
not  inspired.  You  are  not  invested  with  the  power  of  working 
miracles.  You  are  not  employed  to  write  in  a  sacred  Volume 
the  will  of  your  Master :  nor  to  set  up  his  Church  in  the  world. 
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But  you  are  sent  out,  as  rational  beings,  to  perform  the  will,  and 
honour  the  name,  of  your  Maker  ;  to  do  good  to  mankind  with  all 
your  powers  ;  to  seek,  yourselves,  and  persuade  others  to  seek, 
for  eternal  life.  Notwithstanding  all  the  circumstantial  differ- 
ences, therefore,  your  commission  and  theirs,  your  employment, 
your  destination,  is  in  substance  the  same.  They  were  required 
to  consecrate  all  their  time,  talents,  and  services,  to  God  :  so  are 
you.  You,  no  less  than  they,  are  required  to  become  benefactors 
to  mankind,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power.  Some  of  you  will  pro- 
bably preach  the  same  Gospel :  all  of  you,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
cordially  aid,  in  various  ways,  its  progress  among  mankind,  and 
lend  your  whole  energy  to  widen  its  influence  on  the  human  soul. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  if  it  is  ever  to  be  ac- 
complished, it  is  indispensable,  that  with  mature  deliberation,  and 
the  most  solemn  thought,  you  should  propose  it  as  the  true  and  com- 
manding object  of  all  your  plans  and  labours.  It  is  not  enough, 
that  you  merely  join  with  the  throng  in  a  loose  and  general  ac- 
knowledgment, that  this  is  your  duty,  or  your  interest.  Few  per- 
sons in  this  land  would  hesitate  to  make  such  an  acknowledgment. 
By  most  of  these,  however,  it  is  plainly  made  to  no  purpose. 
Their  declarations  are  evidently  among  those  good  words,  which 
cost  nothing ;  and,  pleasantly  as  they  sound  on  the  tongue,  are 
disregarded  in  the  life.  In  the  business  of  the  present  world, 
whenever  it  is  pursued  in  earnest,  we  universally,  and  seriously, 
propose  the  course  which  we  intend  to  adopt,  as  a  commanding 
object  of  our  future  efforts.  We  do  not  alight  upon  it  by  acci- 
dent :  we  do  not  take  it  up  as  a  thing  of  indifference,  which  we 
have  some  where  met  with  :  but  we  solemnly  inquire  for  it,  as  a 
thing  of  great  moment  to  our  well-being;  ponder  it  deeply;  and 
then  conclude  in  the  best  manner  in  our  power.  We  count  the 
cost ;  we  calculate  the  consequences  ;  and  then  form  our  final  re- 
sult. All  this  process  is  absolutely  necessary  in  this  supreme  bu- 
siness of  your  lives. 

When  you  have  thus  solemnly  proposed  to  fulfil  the  great  end 
of  your  being;  it  is  equally  indispensable,  that,  with  a  solemnity 
still  higher,  you  resolve  to  make  this  your  Ultimate  end.  The  Apos- 
iles,  like  you,  had  their  earthly  concerns  ;  which  were  as  inter- 
'■■sting  to  them,  as  yours  can  be  to  you.     To  these,  however,  they 
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bade  a  final  adieu  for  the  sake  of  following  their  Master.  "  Be- 
hold," said  St.  Peter  to  Christ,  "  we  have  left  all  things,  and  have 
followed  thee."  This  absolute  dereliction  of  earthly  things  be- 
came, in  the  existing  circumstances,  their  duty.  It  cannot,  in  any 
ordinary  case,  become  yours.  But  the  spirit,  which  led  them  to 
it,  must  be  found  in  you.  Between  God  and  the  world  there  caa 
be  no  balancing  in  the  mind  of  him,  who  really  intends  to  serve 
God.  This  resolution  may  be  formed  by  you  in  your  closets ;  bui; 
will  be  far  more  solemnly,  and  efficaciously,  adopted  in  the 
Church,  in  the  assumption  of  the  Christian  Covenant.  The  sum 
of  all  the  engagements  in  this  Covenant,  is  no  other  than  a  conse- 
cration of  ourselves  to  the  great  end  which  I  have  urged  you  to 
propose,  as  the  chief  object  of  your  lives.  Some  of  you  have  al- 
ready entered  into  these  engagements.  Permit  me  to  hope,  that 
the  time  is  not  distant,  when  every  one  of  you  will  fulfil  a  duty  so 
obviously  indispensable ;  and,  before  the  altar,  will  finally  dedicate 
yourselves  to  the  glory  of  your  Creator,  and  to  the  good  of  man- 
kind. 

Enter  upon  this  great  business  with  the  spirit  of  the  Apostles, 
'•  I  beseech  you,"  said  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthian  Christians,  "  be 
ye  followers  of  me,  even  as  I  am  also  of  Christ."  To  you  the 
Apostles  are  no  less  an  authoritative  example,  than  to  the  Chris- 
tians, who  are  here  mentioned.  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you 
a  summary  account  of  their  circumstances,  and  their  character ; 
and  1  persuade  myself,  that  this  account  furnishes  sufficient  evi- 
dence, that  to  follow  the  Apostles,  is  to  follow  the  Lord,  Search 
the  world,  through  the  present  and  past  ages ;  and  you  will  find 
no  children  of  Adam,  who  so  evidently  wore  that  likeness  of  God, 
which  was  lost  by  their  progenitor ;  or  exhibited  the  Divine  im- 
age in  a  manner  so  little  tarnished,  or  shining  with  such  glory  and 
beauty.  But  in  truth,  there  will  be  no  question  in  your  minds 
concerning  the  excellence  of  the  example.  The  only  danger  is, 
that  it  will  seem  too  excellent ;  too  distant  from  the  usual  attain- 
ments, even  of  the  best  Christians;  to  be  proposed  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success,  or  imitated  with  resolution,  or  even  with  hope. 
Remember,  that,  the  higher  your  standard  of  imitation  is,  the 
liigher  will  be  your  attainments.  You  will,  indeed,  fall  more 
short  of  reaching  a  distant,  than  a  nearer,  goal :  but  yon  will  run 
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faster,  and  farther :  the  race  will  be  more  lionourable ;  and  the 
reward  will  be  greater. 

Assume,  then,  the  spirit  of  these  wonderful  men.  Assume  their 
liumihty,  their  meekness,  their  modesty,  their  gentleness.  As- 
sume their  faith,  their  integrity,  their  resolution.  Assume  their 
patience,  their  fortitude,  their  benevolence,  and  their  piety. 

All  these  virtues  you  will  abundantly  need.     You  are  not,  in- 
deed, ushered  into  the  world,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  to  encounter 
the  same  perils,  and  the  same  sufferings,  which  awaited  the  Apos- 
tles.    Still  you  will  find  ample  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  their 
virtues.      The  lines  have  fallen  to  you  in  pleasant  places  ^  and  yon. 
have  a  goodly  heritage.     You  are  not,  like  them,  called  to  the 
rack  or  the  faggot,  to  confiscation  or  banishment,  to  th.e  prison  or 
the  stocks,  for  your  religion.     You  may  enjoy  your  own  property, 
your  own  friends,  your  own  home,  unmolested.     Yet,  even  here, 
you  will  meet,  if  you  are  Christians  indeed  ;  if  you  are  determin- 
ed to  glorify  God,  and  promote  the  real  good  of  your  fellow-men; 
with  sufficient  opposition  ;  more,  perhaps,  than  you  will  find  re- 
solution to  overcome.     The  times,  in  which  your  lot  is  cast,  are 
ominous,  alarming,  hostile  to  the  peace  of  mankind,  and  not  less 
hostile  to  the  religion  of  Christ.     In  Europe,  where  the  great 
concerns  of  this  world  are  principally  controlled.  Religion  has,  in 
a  great  measure,  yielded,  not  to  reason  and  argument;  not  chiefly 
to  cunning  and  sophistry  ;  but,  supremely,  to  pride,  lust,  and  ava- 
rice ;  to  brutal  licentiousness,  and  brutal  force.     The  great  have, 
there,  extensively  become  putrid  w^ith  moral  corruption  ;  arid  the 
small  have  caught  the  pestilential  contagion,  and  been  changed 
into  a  mass  of  dissolution  and  death.     In  the  terror  of  arms,  and 
the  gloomy  splendour  of  conquest,  the  Moral  ruin  of  man  has  gone 
on  almost  unobserved.     The   thunder  of  war  has  deafened  our 
ears,  and  the  carnage  of  battle  blinded  our  eyes,  to  a  destruction 
more  dreadful  and  more  comprehensive.     But  the  evil  has  reach- 
ed ourselves ;  and  made  a  progress,  at  which  our  ancestors  would 
have  trembled  with  astonishment  and   dismay.     Truth  is  won- 
derfully fallen  in  our  streets.     The  very  word  duty,  which  once, 
like  a  magical   wand,   silenced  the   tongue  of  impudence  and 
impiety,  is  in  a  great  measure  lost  out  of  the  vocabulary  of  mnl- 
tidulns.  or  admitted,  only  to  be  made  the  object  of  contempt  and 


SER.  XXVI.]  OUR  EXAMPLE.  49 1 

ridicule.  Religion,  which  enters  inseparably  into  all  the  con- 
cerns, and  which  God  has  directed  to  control  all  the  conduct,  of  a 
moral  agent,  is  noiv  boldly  declared  by  decent  men,  and  even  by 
some  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  to  have  no  connection  -with  Politics. 
Is  a  Politician,  then,  not  accountable  to  his  God  ?  Must  he  not 
give  an  account  of  his  political,  as  truly  as  of  his  private,  conduct? 
Will  he  not  be  judged,  and  rewarded,  according  to  this  conduct  ? 
Is  he  not  bound,  equally  with  other  men,  whatever  he  does,  to  do 
all  to  the  glory  of  God  ?  Is  it  not  even  more  indispensable  to  the 
safety  of  a  community,  that  men  in  place  and  power  should  feel 
the  full  force  of  moral  obligation,  than  that  it  should  be  felt  by 
other  men  ?  Where  has  God  bound  a  man,  while  in  a  private 
station,  to  be  a  Christian  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  licensed  him, 
the  moment  he  entered  public  life,  to  become  an  Infidel,  and  a 
profligate  ?  Surely  the  men,  who  teach  this  doctrine,  have  for- 
gotten their  Bible ;  and,  on  this  subject,  renounced  their  reason 
also. 

A  multitude  of  other  licentious  opinions  have  also  been  boldly 
avowed,  and  sedulously  propagated  ;  and  among  them  the  perni- 
cious doctrine,  that  a  mart's  opinions  are  of  no  consequence.  I  in- 
form you  ;  and  your  own  observation,  if  seriously  employed,  will 
give  it  the  force  of  a  maxim  ;  that  no  man  is  better  than  his  opinions, 
taken  together,  testify  ;  and  that  few  menare  so  good. 

Religion  cannot,  in  this  land,  be  buried  in  a  dungeon,  or  con- 
sumed at  the  stake  ;  but  Satan  and  his  friends  are  not  at  a  loss  for 
other  means  to  accomplish  its  destruction.  Among  these,  licen- 
tious opinions  are  pre-eminently  efficacious.  They  are  the  ef- 
fluvia, which,  like  those  from  the  plague,  form  an  atmosphere  of 
contagion  around  the  corpse  ;  and  convey  disease  and  death  to  all 
within  their  reach.  A  multitude  of  such  opinions,  at  which  our 
ancestors  would  have  started  with  wonder  and  terror,  are  now  ut- 
tered ;  and  that  by  men,  destitute  of  neither  talents  nor  influence. 
They  are  not  only  learned  by  the  ignorant  and  the  vulgar,  but 
are  reiterated  in  circles  of  decency  and  politeness;  make  their 
appearance  in  the  Hall  of  Legislation,  and  the  Chair  of  Magistra- 
cy ;  and  are  multiplied,  as  well  as  avowed,  in  the  Church.  They 
have,  therefore,  acquired  a  considerable  share  of  that  influence, 
which,  in  aland  of  liberty,  is  attributed  to  public  opinion :  and 
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every  licentious  doctrine,  which  can  claim  this  influence,  is  dan- 
gerous, of  course,  to  the  interests  of  Christianity. 

I  shall  perhaps  be  told,  to  obviate  the  force  of  these  remarks, 
that  Religion  has,  within  a  few  years,  greatly  revived  and  extend- 
ed itself  in  this  country.  The  assertion  is  undoubtedly  true  :  and 
it  is  also  true,  that  there  are  more  persons  of  real  piety  in  our 
land,  than  at  almost  any  former  period.  Still  it  is  equally  true, 
that  a  great  multitude  of  those,  who  are  not  pious,  are  licentious, 
both  in  principle  and  practice,  in  a  manner  and  to  a  degree,  of 
which  former  times  furnish  scarcely  any  example.  It  is  also  to 
be  remembered,  that  our  population  has  immensely  increased ; 
that  the  number  of  those,  who  are  unfriendly  to  the  religion  of 
the  Gospel,  has  thus  become  prodigiously  great ;  that  our  com- 
merce introduces  us  to  the  books,  and  our  Government  connects 
us  with  the  persons,  which  have  corrupted  the  world  ;  that  pride 
and  voluptuousness,  the  gangrene  of  that  continent,  have  deeply 
affected  us ;  that  those  plain  duties  of  morality,  which  even  Sa- 
vages hold  sacred,  are  here,  extensively  disregarded ;  and,  in  a 
word,  that  sense  and  sin  are  threatening  to  cut  off  our  intercourse 
with  heaven.  To  all  these  things  it  ought  to  be  added,  that  other 
evils,  which,  if  not  more  fatal,  will  be  more  felt ;  evils  so  obvious 
as  to  fix  every  eye,  and  tremble  on  every  tongue  ;  lower  gloomily 
in  the  eastern  skirt  of  the  horizon  ;  and  awfully  predict  the  same 
punishment  to  our  sins,  which  the  Jews  received  from  the  hands  of 
JSfebuchadnezzar.  "  I  beheld  the  earth,"  saith  the  Prophet  Jere- 
miah, "  and  lo !  it  was  without  form,  and  void  ;  and  the  heavens, 
and  they  had  no  light.  I  beheld  the  mountains,  and  lo !  they 
trembled;  and  all  the  hills  moved  lightly.  I  beheld,  and  lo! 
there  was  no  man  ;  and  all  the  birds  of  the  heavens  were  fled.  I 
beheld  and  lo !  the  fruitful  place  was  a  wilderness ;  and  all  the 
cities  thereof  were  broken  down  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
at  his  fierce  anger.  The  daughter  of  Zion  bewaileth  herself,  and 
spreadeth  her  hands  saying,  '  Woe  is  me  now,  for  my  soul  is 
wearied  because  of  murderers.'  " 

"  Beware,"  said  our  Saviour  to  his  Apostles,  when  he  sent 
them  abroad  into  the  world,  "  beware  of  men."  The  reasons, 
which  prove  the  importance  of  this  direction,  are  abundantly  ex- 
hibited in  the  observations  which  follow  it.     Men.  ho  assured 
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them,  would  hate  them ;  would  load  them  with  the  most  oppro- 
brious names,  and  imputations  ;  would  deliver  them  up  to  the 
hostile  powers  of  the  world  ;  would  scourge  them,  persecute 
them,  and  finally  kill  them.  And  these  things,  it  seems,  they 
were  to  expect  from  ihe  nearest  connections  in  hfe.  You  will, 
probably,  not  be  exposed  to  most  of  the'se  evils  :  yet  you  will  have 
the  most  abundant  reason  to  beware  of  men.  Men  will  corrupt 
you,  so  far  as  it  is  in  their  power,  by  their  flattery ;  by  their  er- 
rors; by  their  sophistry  ;  by  their  example;  by  their  influence; 
at  times,  by  the  weight  of  their  character  ;  at  other  times,  by  their 
numbers^  and  at  others,  even  by  their  kind  ofiices.  They  will, 
also,  spread  before  you  the  means  of  sin ;  and  open  to  you  the 
haunts  of  temptation ;  where  wickedness  is  made  easy,  pleasant 
to  the  imagination,  and  safe  from  discovery  ;  where  the  young  are 
allured  in  by-ways  to  hell ;  and  where,  when  they  have  once  en- 
tered, the  doors  are  closed  upon  them  forever.  By  their  num- 
bers, also,  their  character,  and  their  stations,  men  will  awe  you 
into  vice  ;  and  terrify  you  by  their  obloquy,  their  contempt,  and 
their  ridicule.  You  have  been  often  told,  that  you  may  as  well  be 
out  of  the  world,  as  out  of  the  fashion.  Let  me  inform  you,  that 
it  is  the  fashion  of  this  zvorld  to  sin. 

You  will  naturally  believe,  and  the  belief  will  naturally  chill 
and  paralyze  every  noble  effort,  that  your  labotirs  can  be  of  little 
consequence  to  the  cause  of  Truth  and  Righteousness.  This  is  a 
subject,  of  which  you  cannot  be  proper  judges.  Who  could  have 
believed  beforehand,  that  the  Apostles  would  alter  the  whole 
state  of  this  world  through  every  succeeding  period  of  its  dura- 
tion ?  nay.  that  they  would  change  the  face  of  heaven  itself ;  and 
give  anew  aspect  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  dispensations 
of  eternity  ?  If  you  seriously  labour  to  do  good,  the  good  will  be 
done  ;  it  will  be  important ;  it  will  be  eternal.  It  will  improve 
your  destiny,  and  that  of  others,  forever. 

To  strengthen  you  to  this  divine  purpose,  let  me  again  exhort 
you  to  keep  before  your  eyes  the  example,  which  has  been  exhi- 
bited in  this  discourse.  From  this  time,  consecrate  yourselves  to 
the  service  of  your  Creator ;  and  begin  a  course  of  beneficence, 
which  shall  extend  through  your  lives.     Mark  the  field  of  useful- 
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ness  before  you.  How  vast,  how  important,  how  noble,  a  scene 
of  your  labours!  The  country,  in  which  you  were  born,  and  in 
which  you  will  act,  will,  in  a  century,  contain  more  millions  than 
the  Roman  world.  These  will  constitute  one  people;  whose 
language,  manners,  science,  Government,  and  Religion,  will  in 
substance  be  one.  Its  state  of  society  must,  within  a  little  pe- 
riod, be  determined.  A  little  period  will  decide  whether  it  shall 
be  free,  or  enslaved  ;  whether  its  inhabitants  shall  be  enhghtened 
with  knowledge,  or  lost  in  ignorance  ;  whether  virtue  shall  reign 
here,  or  vice  ravage  ;  whether  those,  who,  here,  leave  the  world, 
shall  be  victims  of  perdition,  or  heirs  of  endless  life.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all,  who  are  now  on,  the  stage,  to  devote  themselves; 
multitudes  have  actually  devoted  themselves  ;  to  the  great  busi- 
ness of  preventing  these  mighty  evils,  and  laying  a  solid  founda- 
tion for  this  exalted  good.  But  all  these  will  soon  be  numbered 
with  the  dead.  You,  and  others  like  you,  must  then  take  their 
places  ;  and  carry  on  the  unfinished  work.  With  your  property, 
your  efforts,  and  your  prayers,  you  and  your  compeers  must  es- 
tablish good  order;  sustain  liberty;  distribute  justice;  and  en- 
sure peace  to  those  who  come  after  you.  You  must  send  out 
Missionaries,  and  convey  the  Bible,  every  where  ;  must  raise  up 
Churches,  and  diffuse  salvation.  You  must  divert  the  course  of 
our  unhappy  race  from  the  regions  of  woe,  and  turn  their  feet  up- 
ward to  the  skies. 

Think  not,  that  you  are  incompetent  to  these  mighty  purposes. 
You  will  certainly  be  able  to  do  all,  that  God  requires  at  your 
hands.  While  you  are  ready  to  exclaim,  with  St.  Paul,  "  Who  is 
suflScient  for  these  things  ?"  answer,  also,  with  him,  "  Our  suf- 
ficiency is  of  God."  W^hilc  each  of  you  says  within  himself,  in 
the  language  of  that  great  Apostle,  "  I  am  nothing ;"  let  him  also 
say,  "  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ,  who  strengtheneth  me." 
The  aims  of  good  men,  here,  have  never  been  sufficiently  high  ; 
their  plans  sufficiently  vast;  nor  their  resolution,  nor  even  their 
hopes,  sufficiently  vigorous.  The  day  is  rapidly  advancing ;  it  is 
at  hand ;  when  wider  schemes  of  beneficence  will  expand  the 
mind,  and  a  more  fervent  piety  glow  in  the  heart.  Begin  this 
exalted  career.     It  is  high  time,  that  it  was  begun.     It  is  high 
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time,  that  the  powers  of  the  soul  were  employed  in  advancing  the 
virtue  and  happiness  of  a  world  ;  and  not  in  providing  new  hob- 
by-horses for  the  despicable  ambition  of  despicable  individuals. 

In  your  own  course  follow  the  wonderful  men,  whose  character 
1  have  delineated.     Their  Master  excepted,  the  sun  never  shone 
upon  so  glorious  an  object.     The  virtue  of  the  Gospel,  the  spirit 
of  heaven,  was  the  energy  of  their  minds :  an  energy  immeasura- 
bly more  glorious,  and  not  less  vigorous,  than  the  pride  and  pas- 
sion^which  have  burned,  as  a  furnace,  in  the  hearts  of  conquerors. 
No  hero  ever  encountered  such  toils,  or  underwent  such  self-de- 
nial, for  the  laurel  or  the  sceptre,  as  they,  for  the  salvation  of 
men.     What  dwarfs,  what  motes,  are  heroes  at  their  side  !     Con- 
querors have  been  mere  beasts  of  prey.     The  Apostles  assumed, 
with  no  unhappy  resemblance,  the  employment  of  Angels.     The 
same  employment  hes  open  to  you.     Let  your  spirit,  your  la- 
bours, your  prayers,  be  like  theirs ;  and  your  success,  though  in- 
ferior, will  be  great,  honourable,  and  delightful.     You  will  go  to 
the  same  world,  whither  they  have  gone ;  and  partake  of  their 
enjoyments,  their  glory,  and  their  praise.     Even  here  below,  con- 
science will  smile  on  every  part  of  your  progress,  and  spread 
peace  and  joy  over  the  world  within.     To  your  parents  the  sight 
of  your  Evangelical  labours  will  soften  the  pillow  of  a  dying  bed  ; 
gild  the  darkness  of  the  grave ;  and  add  new  lustre  to  the  days  of 
eternity.     Your  country,  the  church  of  God,  and  generations  yet 
unborn,  will  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed.     The  Redeemer  him- 
self will  look  with  complacency  on  every  step  of  your  progress  ; 
and,  O  how  enrapturing  the  prospect !  will  at  the   end  of  life  re- 
ceive you  all  into  his  own  divine  kingdom ;  and  make  you  com- 
panions, and  friends,  in  the  world  of  life,  and  heirs  o(  the  glory, 
v.^hich  he  had  xoith  the  Father  before  ever  the  world  was. 


SERMON  XXVIl. 


ON  THE  LOVE  OF  DISTINCTION. 


PREACHED  TO  THE  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE   BACCALAURftATE 

IN  1814. 


John  xii.  43. 

For  ihey  loved  the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God. 

Among  the  persons,  who  from  distant  countries  came  up  to  the 
feast  of  the  passover,  during  which  our  Saviour  was  betrayed  and 
crucified,  there  were  several  Greeks ;  of  that  class  of  converts  to 
the  Jewish  rehgion,  called  by  the  Rabbins  proselytes  of  righteous- 
ness. These  men,  apparently  influenced  by  piety  blended  with 
curiosity,  desired  to  see  Jesus.  For  this  purpose  they  applied  to 
Philip;  Philip  communicated  their  wishes  to  Andrew;  and  the 
two  disciples,  together,  mentioned  the  subject  to  Christ.  This 
was  the  first  instance,  in  which  such  an  application  had  been  made 
to  our  Saviour  by  Gentiles ;  and  may  be  considered  as  the  first 
providential  intimation  of  the  accomplishment  of  that  memorable 
prophecy  ;  "  In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be 
blessed."  Our  Saviour,  comprehending  the  whole  import  of  this 
most  interesting  prediction,  appears  to  have  been  delighted  with 
the  dawn,  which,  he  foresaw,  would  usher  in  so  glorious  a  day. 
Accordingly,  he  began  a  strain  of  discourse,  filled  with  thoughts 
of  the  highest  moment,  and  springing  from  his  contemplations  on 
the  future  enlargement  of  his  church  among  the  nations  of  men.  • 
As  he  proceeded,  his  soul  appears  to  Iiave  been  wrought  up  to  no 
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common  degree  of  rapture ;  and  broke  out  into  this  ejaculation, 
"  Father,  glorify  thy  name."  In  answer  to  this  petition  there 
came  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  "  I  have  both  glorified  it,  and 
will  glorify  it  again."  Astonished  at  so  wonderful  an  event,  a 
part  of  the  assembly,  being  struck  with  terror  by  the  awful  nature 
of  the  sound,  declared,  that  it  thundered .'  while  another  part,  less 
terrified,  and  perceiving  that  articulate  sounds  were  uttered  by 
the  voice,  insisted,  that  an  angel  had  spoken  to  our  Saviour  from 
heaven. 

Among  the  persons,  who  were  present  at  these  transactions, 
there  were,  it  seems,  many  of  the  chief  rulers ;  a  considerable 
number  of  whom  were  so  much  affected  by  the  scene,  that  they 
believed  on  him:  i.  e.  they  were  convinced,  that  he  was  the  Mes- 
siah. StiW,  for  fear  of  the  Pharisees  they  did  not  confess  him  j  or, 
in  other  words,  did  not  openly  profess  their  faith  in  him  as  the 
Messiah,  lest  they  should  be  put  out  of  the  Synagogue.  The  San- 
hedrim was  to  a  great  extent  composed,  and  at  this  time  almost 
wholly  under  the  influence,  of  the  Pharisees.  Under  this  influ- 
ence it  had  not  long  before  come  to  a  solemn  determination,  that 
if  any  man  should  confess  Christ  to  be  the  Messiah,  he  should  be  cast 
out  of  the  synagogue ;  or,  in  other  words,  excommunicated.  The 
dread  of  this  punishment  prevented  these  rulers  from  acknowledg- 
ing their  belief  in  the  Redeemer.  Excommunication  among  the 
Jews  was  followed  by  the  loss  of  all  the  ecclesiastical  privileges, 
which  a  Jew  could  claim  as  his  birthright.  At  the  same  time  it 
assured  to  the  unfortunate  subject  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  his 
nation :  and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  evil,  principally  dreaded 
by  these  rulers  :  so  dreaded,  that  neither  the  wisdom  and  excel- 
lence of  the  Redeemer,  nor  the  stupendous  miracle,  of  which  they 
had  just  been  witnesses,  could  induce  them  to  encounter  it: 
"  For,"  says  the  Evangehst,  "  they  loved  the  praise  of  men  more 
than  the  praise  of  God." 

The  spirit,  by  which  these  Rulers  were  governed  in  this  con- 
duct, was  the  love  of  the  approbation  of  their  fellow-men  :  a  dispo- 
sition, styled,  at  times,  the  love  of  applause ;  the  love  of  fame  ^  am- 
bition; and  the  love  of  glory.  By  all  this  phraseology  the  same 
affection  of  the  mind  is  indicated,  w  ith  certain  shades  of  differ- 
ence, arising  from  some  diversity  in  the  objects,  from  which  w^e 
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hope  to  derive  it,  or  in  the  methods,  in  which  it  is  pursued.  The 
affectionitself  is,  however,  but  one;  and  will  be  so  considered  in 
the  present  discourse.  In  these  rulers  this  disposition  was  ad- 
dressed, as  it  is,  perhaps,  in  most  other  cases,  in  two  modes :  the 
dread  of  losing  the  favourable  opinion  of  their  countrymen,  especial- 
ly of  persons  possessing  superior  influence  :  and  the  hope  of  retaining 
it :  and  so  powerfully  was  it  addressed,  that  to  secure  this  favoura- 
ble opinion  they  were  willing  to  forego  the  approbation  of  their 
Maker. 

The  youngest  member  of  this  audience  scarcely  needs  to  be 
told,  that  the  feelings,  which  governed  these  Jewish  rulers,   cha- 
racterize the  whole  race  of  Adam.     No  man  is  sufficiently  ele- 
vated to  rise  above  their  influence ;  and  no  man  sufficiently  de- 
pressed to  be  beneath  it.     The  ambition  of  kings  and  heroes,  of 
philosophers  and  poets,  has  for  ages  been  a  proverbial  topic  of 
observation.     It  is  unnecessary  to  search  for  it  at  the  head  of  em- 
pires, or  armies,  or  recur  to  profound  wisdom,  or  brilliant  talents. 
Men  in  private  life,  and  of  all  descriptions,  covet  the  good  opinion 
of  those  around  them  as  truly,  as  he,  who  challenges  the  homage  of 
courts  and  nations ;  as  he,  who  expects  to  inwreath  his  temples 
with  a  garland  of  amaranth,  or  to   live  through  the  succession  of 
ages  by  the  hand  of  the  statuary  ;  as  he,  who  is  conscious  of  soar- 
ing above  the  Aonian  mount  on  the  wing  of  Milton,  or  of  unra- 
velling with  the  hand  of  Newton  the  mysteries  of  nature.     The 
farmer  claims  this  distinction  from  the  skill  and  success  of  his  hus- 
bandry ;  the  merchant,  from  the  extension  and  prosperity  of  his 
commerce.     The  mechanic  expects  it  from  the   niceness  and  su- 
periority of  his  workmanship  ;  and  the  manufacturer,  from  the  in- 
genuity with  which  he  abridges  his  labour,   and  the  perfection 
which  he  gives  to  his  fabrics.     When  we  descend  to  the  humblest 
stations  of  life  ;  we  see  the  same  spirit  no  less  prominent  in  those, 
by  whom  they  are  occupied.     The  common  labourer,  the  sea- 
man before  the  mast,  the  coachman,  the  groom,  and  the  foot-boy, 
are  as  truly,  and  often  as  intensely,  covetous  of  applause,  as  the 
statesman,  or  the  hero.     They  feel  equally  well  assured,   that 
they  have  merited  it;  equally  challenge  it  as  their  proper  re- 
ward ;  and  are  no  less  uniformly  governed  by  it  as  a  motive. 
To  take  one  set  of  examples  more  :  men,  distinguished  for  their 
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vices  onlj,  aim  equally  at  acquiring  distinction  by  these,  as  others 
by  nobler,  kinds  of  conduct.     The  miser,  odious  to  all  men  by 
his  characteristical  spirit,  still  intends  to  be,  and  feels  strongly  as- 
sured that  he  is,  applauded,  as  well  as  envied,  by  others  for  his 
shrewdness  in  amassing  money,  and  for  the  sums  which  he  has 
actually  amassed.     The  thief  claims  applause  for  the  cunning, 
and  the   robber  for  the  courage,  with  which  he  has  plundered 
others  of  their  property.     The  gambler  holds  it  to  be  high  distinc- 
tion to  game   with  skill ;  the  liar,  to  impose  with  adroitness  on 
the  faith  of  his  neighbours ;  and  the  drunkard,  to  taste  wine  more 
acutely  than  his  companions.     All  these  men,  and  all  others,  like 
them  in  character  or  station,  aim  at  the  applause  of  some  circle, 
greater  or  less,  of  their  fellow-men.     All  feel  conscious  of  having 
deserved  it  in  some  manner  or  other  by  their  conduct ;  and  all 
are  proud  both  of  the  desert,  and  the  attainment.     Should  the  ex- 
traordinary case  happen,  that  any  one  of  them  should  believe 
himself  to  have  failed  of  his  favourite  object;  he  would,  like  the 
miser  in  Horace,  console  himself  for  the  injustice,  done  to  him. 
bt/  an  ample  tribute  of  self-jiattery  at  his  own  fireside.     To  sum 
up  this  part  of  the  discussion  in  a  word  ;  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
no  child  of  Adam  was  ever  so  poor,  so  low  in  station,  so  ignorant, 
so  profligate,  or  so  absolutely  destitute  of  character,  as  not  to  aim 
at  the  applause  of  others,  and  to  feel  assured  that  it  was  his  due. 
It  is,  however,  to  be  carefully  observed,  that  dispositions  mate- 
rially different  are  deiignated  in  the  customary  language  of  men 
by  these  names.     What  is  intended  by  them  is  sometimes  the  de- 
sire of  Esteem,  and  sometimes  the  love  of  Admiration. 

The  desire  of  esteem  is,  in  its  nature,  capable  of  being  just  and 
vindicable.  It  may  be,  it  often  is,  no  other  than  the  desire  of 
being  believed  by  others  to  have  thought,  and  acted,  well ;  to 
have  done  our  duty  ;  to  have  conformed  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science, and  the  Word  of  God.  In  this  case,  if  confined  within 
the  hmits,  prescribed  in  the  Sacred  volume,  it  is  virtuous.  In 
that  volume  we  are  taught,  that  a  good  name  is  better  than  great 
riches,  and  loving  favour,  than  silver  and  gold.  A  good  name  is 
nothing  but  the  character,  testified  of  us  by  others,  when  they  believCf 
that  we  have  done  our  duty  :  and  such  a  testimony  is  by  the  voice 
f>f  God  declared  to  be  better  than  great  richer.     Accordingly,  it  is 
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valued  and  sought,  and  the  Scriptures  intended,  that  it  should  be 
thus  valued  and  sought,  by  good  men.  The  esteem  of  the  wise 
and  virtuous,  commonly  followed  by  that  of  other  men,  is  of  more 
worth  than  we  can  easily  calculate  ;  and  forms  no  small  part  of 
the  happiness,  found  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  Nay,  the  esteem 
of  angels,  and  of  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  will  consti- 
tute an  essential  part  of  the  enjoyments  of  heaven. 

Rational  esteem  is  given  only  to  good  qualities,  displayed  in 
good  conduct.  The  sober  desire  of  such  esteem  will  therefore 
prompt  him,  in  whom  it  exists,  to  the  attainment,  the  increase, 
and  the  exhibition,  of  such  qualities ;  or,  in  other  words,  will 
urge  him  to  the  acquisition  of  the  best  character. 

But  the  loxc  of  admiration  is  a  far  more  common  attribute  of  the 
human  mind ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  never  virtuous.     The  praise, 
which  we  covet  for  our  talents,  accomplishments,  wealth,  splen- 
dour, power,  or  influence,  is  in  every  case,  which  I  have  been 
able  to  figure   to  myself,   sinfully   coveted.      This   is  the  very- 
desire  of  distinction,  which  our  first  parents  cherished  in   their 
apostasy.      It   is  the   ambition,  which  has    disgraced,  and  af- 
flicted, mankind  from  the  beginning  ;  under  the  efforts  of  which 
the  earth  has  groaned,  and  travailed  in  pain,  together,  till  the  pre- 
sent hour.     It  is  the  spirit,  which,  to  a  vast  extent,  has  goaded 
the  usurper  on  to  the  throne,  through  treachery  and  blood  ;  and 
spurred  the  hero  to  conflagration  and  slaughter.     It  is  not  always 
made  the  ultimate  object ;  but  is  intended,  in  many  instances,  to 
subserve  the  purposes  of  other  base  and  selfish  affections  ;  the 
acquisition  of  wealth,  power,  and  pleasure. 

No  passion  of  the  human  mind  is  stronger  than  this.  After  it 
has  been  sufficiently  indulged  to  become  a  habit,  it  engrosses  all 
the  energy  of  the  soul ;  or,  perhaps,  more  properly,  becomes  its 
whole  energy;  and  converts  all  the  faculties,  and  all  the  efforts, 
to  its  own  purposes.  In  this  case  the  soul  is  changed  into  a  mere 
mass  of  ambition  :  and  nothing  in  heaven,  or  in  earth,  is  felt  to 
possess  the  least  value,  except  as  it  may  be  subservient  to  the  dic- 
tates of  this  master  passion.  Alexander  under  its  influence  ra- 
vaged a  world  ;  and  sighed,  and  wept,  for  another.  In  his  steps 
has  trodden  every  military  madman  down  to  the  present  hour: 
and  ip  the  same  steps,  before  them  all,  wajked  Satan  :  the  first 


SER.  XXVII.]  OF  DISTINCTION.  501 

maniac,  ever  seen  in  the  universe ;  when  he  disdained  the  high 
estate,  to  which  he  had  been  originally  exalted,  and  left  his  own, 
habitation ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  magnificent  station,  assigned 
him  by  God  ;  because  it  was  not  lofty  enough  to  satisfy  his  desire 
of  distinction.  There  is  no  excess,  no  length,  to  which  this  affec- 
tion will  not  go.  There  is  no  authority  of  God  or  man,  against 
which  it  will  not  rebel ;  no  law,  which  it  will  not  violate  ;  no  ob- 
ligation, which  it  will  not  burst  asunder;  and  no  motive,  furnish- 
ed by  time  or  eternity,  by  heaven  or  hell,  which  it  will  not  over- 
come. Wickedness  can  in  no  other  form  become  more  intense ; 
nor  its  plans  more  vast ;  nor  its  obstinacy  more  enduring ;  nor  its 
ravages  more  extensive,  or  more  dreadful. 

It  will  not  be  wondered,  that,  with  these  views,  a  Minister  of 
the  Gospel  should  fervently  endeavour  to  dissuade  his  own  flock 
from  the  indulgence  of  a  disposition,  so  violently  opposed  to  the 
will  of  God,  so  hostile  to  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  so  injurious 
to  every  interest  of  the  possessor. 

It  may,  however,  it  probably  will,  appear  not  a  little  strange  to 
an  assembly  of  youths,  that  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  should  enter- 
tain these  views.     They  have  been  so  accustomed  to  hear  from 
almost  every  voice,  which  they  have  ever  heard,  and  to  see  in  a 
great  part  of  the  books,  which  they  have  read,  the  love  of  distinc- 
tion honoured  by  the  imposing  names  of  a  generous  ambition,  a  lau- 
dable ambition,  a  noble  emulation,  an  honest  desire  to  excel  j  togeth- 
er with  many  others  of  a  similar  nature ;  that  they  may  be  not  a 
little  surprized  to  find  language  so  different,  adopted  concerning 
this  subject  on  the  present  occasion.     The  true  reason,  why  these 
imposing  names  have  been  so  generally  used,  cannot  be  found  in 
the  nature  of  the  subject.     As  this  passion  exists  in  the  hearts  of 
all  men;  as  it  is  naturally  the  favourite  passion  in  almost  all; 
every  man,  who  gives  it  soft  appellations,  is  pleasantly  employed, 
whether  conscious  of  it  or  not,  in  justifying  his  own   conduct,  and 
paneg}  rising  his  own  character.     At  the  same  time,  the  parent,  the 
instructor,  the  friend,  and  with  shame  I  must  add,  because  it  is 
true,  sometimes  even  the  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  realizing  that 
this  is  the  most  influential  and  operative  propensity  of  the  heart, 
feels  a  kind  of  necessity   of  engaging  it  for  those  purposes,  to 
which  he  would  persuade  others  ;  and  despairs,  perhaps,  of  ef- 
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fectually  engaging  them  by  any  other  means.  In  this  case,  the 
teacher  offers  the  incense  of  flattery  both  to  himself  and  his  pupil. 
In  each,  the  heart  is  silly  enough  to  relish  the  perfume ;  and  de- 
ceitful enough  to  prevent  the  conscience  from  perceiving  the  im- 
morality of  the  affections  indulged,  or  of  the  means  employed. 
All,  in  this  case,  have  been  pleased  ;  and  therefore  willingly  de- 
ceived. 

Youths,  who  by  their  education  are  destined  to  Jill  important  of- 
fices in  the  -world,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  become  victims  of  this 
imposition.  They  incessantly  hear  all  the  changes  rung,  which 
the  voice  of  man  has  been  able  to  form  concerning  superiority  of 
genius,  talents,  eloquence,  learning,  science,  taste  and  criticism  ; 
and  insensibly  are  fashioned  into  a  belief,  that  these  are  the  idols 
before  which  they  may  lawfully  bow.  Every  one  is  also  bolster- 
ed in  this  belief  by  the  universal  faith  of  his  companions.  Where 
the  knees  of  all  around  him  are  already  bent,  it  is  no  difficult 
thing  for  an  individual  to  persuade  himself,  that  the  worship  is 
vindicable. 

It  is,  however,  my  design  in  this  discourse,  to  convince ^om,  my 
young  friends,  for  whom  it  was  especially  written,  and  your  com- 
panions, also,  who  are  equally  interested  in  the  subject,  that,  not- 
withstanding all  the  splendour,  with  which  this  passion  has  been 
invested,  it  is  opposed  to  the  will  of  God,  injurious  to  your  fellow- 
men,  and  noxious  to  yourselves  ;  and  to  dissuade  you,  as  far  as 
may  be,  from  the  indulgence  of  a  disposition,  absolutely  malig- 
nant. 

To  accomplish  this  end,  1  shall  adopt  no  other  method,  except 
placing  before  you  plain  truth.  I  shall  not  exaggerate.  I  shall 
not  colour.  I  shall  treat  you  fairly,  and  just  as  I  wish  you  to  treat 
yourselves. 

I  shall  not,  therefore,  tell  you,  that  there  is  no  pleasure,  to  be 
found  in  distinction.  If  there  were  not ;  how  could  it  be  coveted  by 
man  ?  By  what  means  could  the  passion  for  it  have  become  so 
strong,  as  frequently  to  have  set  the  world  on  fire,  and  to  have 
converted  its  fairest  portions  into  heaps  of  desolation.  I  well 
know,  that  the  object  is  but  too  fascinating ;  that  the  pleasure, 
which  it  holds  out,  is  but  too  intense  for  such  minds  as  ours  ;  that 
the  gratifications,  which  it  promises,  swell  the  heart  into  ecstasy. 
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and  bewilder  it  with  delirium.  I  am  aware,  that  the  splendid  ex- 
amples of  success,  which  at  times  are  presented  on  the  page  of  the 
historian  and  in  the  song  of  the  poet,  dazzle  the  e)e  with  their 
glare ;  and  overpower  the  minds,  especially  of  youth,  with  their 
magnificence.  At  the  same  time,  I  know,  that  the  light  is  not 
that  of  the  sun,  and  shines  not  from  heaven.  It  was  kindled  from 
hell :  it  is  the  blaze  of  conflagration,  and  ruin. 

I  will  now  suppose  you  to  go  out  into  the  world  under  the  full 
influence  of  the  love  of  distinction,  and  with  a  fixed  determination 
to  pursue  it  as  the  commanding  object  of  your  Uves.  I  will  sup- 
pose you  resolved  to  spend  your  days  in  acquiring  admiration  and 
applause;  and,  as  means  of  this  darling  acquisition,  to  obtain 
suffrages,  oflice,  wealth,  and  power.  What  will  be  the  conse- 
quences ? 

At  the  commencement  of  your  career,  remember,  that  you  enter 
the  lists  with  the  worst  of  mankind;  and  those  of  every  rank,  from 
CaBsar  and  Napoleon  to  Erostratus  and  Chartres.  By  a  part  of 
this  company  your  vanity  will  not  be  flattered.  Remember,  for 
it  is  true,  that,  however  different  the  means  are,  which  the 
several  votaries  of  distinction  adopt,  the  spirit  is  the  same  in 
them  all. 

Let  me  exhort  you  to  remember,  also,  that  this  spirit  will  regu- 
larly, and  intensely,  debase  your  character.  There  is  nothing  noble, 
beside  what  is  generous  and  disinterested  ;  nothing  beside  that,  in 
which  others  share,  and  in  which  good,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
expansive  and  public,  is  the  commanding  object.  Selfishness  is 
in  its  nature  little  and  base.  But  no  passion,  and  no  pursuits,  are 
more  absolutely  selfish  than  the  love  of  distinction.  One's  self  is 
here  the  sole  object ;  and  in  this  object  all  the  labours,  purposes, 
and  wishes,  terminate.  The  natural  affections,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  resist  the  power  and  check  the  progress,  of  selfish  propensi- 
ties. Parents  extend  their  views  and  efforts,  to  the  good  of  their 
children  ;  friends,  to  that  of  friends  ;  and  neighbours,  to  that  of 
each  other.  Compassion  sheds  the  blessings  of  kindness  upon  the 
suffering  ;  and  the  love  of  country  promotes  extensively  the  public 
good.  The  benevolence  of  the  Gospel  lays  the  axe  at  the  root  of 
selfishness ;  and  ultimately  levels  it  with  the  ground.  But  the 
love  of  distinction  by  degrees  exterminates  the  natural  affections ; 


504  ♦^^^  THL  LOVE  [SER.  XXVIL 

and  closes  the  door  of  the  heart  against  the  benevolence  of  the 
Gospel.  In  this  situation  the  man  is  left  without  a  check, 
with  the  spirit  of  a  reprobate,  or  a  fiend.  This  object  you,  like 
others,  will  feel  to  be  indispensable  to  your  happiness,  if  it  can 
be  obtained  by  honest  measuies;  you  will  prefer  them  :  if  not, 
you  will  have  recourse  to  those  which  are  dishonest.  If  it  can  be 
achieved  by  kindness,  you  will  be  kind  :  if  not.  you  will  resort  to 
cruelty.  If  truth  will  secure  it,  you  will  speak  truth:  if  not,  you 
will  utter  falsehood.  At  first  these  measures  will  startle  you. 
Soon  they  will  become  familiar  ;  and  then  desirable.  Engrossed 
by  the  superiority  which  you  will  ardently  covet,  the  nature  of  the 
Means  will  be  forgotten  ;  and  the  End  will  soon  be  believed  to 
sanction  them  all. 

I  say  you  will  do  this,  merely  because  you  possess  the  common 
nature  of  our  race  ;  and  because  such  has  been  the  ordinary 
career  of  those,  who  have  given  up  themselves  to  this  passion. 

From  men  of  superior  minds  we  should  naturally  look  for  su- 
perior thoughts,  exalted  purposes,  and  noble  conduct.  Especial- 
ly, when  they  were  in  stations  of  high  eminence,  and  possessed  of 
extensive  means  of  doing  good,  we  should  almost  irresistibly  con- 
clude, that  their  actions  would  be  all  dignified,  and  magnanimous. 
Look  at  facts :  and  how  entirely  reversed  is  the  picture.  The 
late  Emperor  of  the  French  is  universally  acknowledged  to  possess 
a  mind  of  uncommon  vigour  ;  and  the  height,  to  which  he  rose, 
was  above  the  elevation  of  every  other  mortal.  But  what  mind 
was  ever  more  debased  ?  Where  were  the  same  injustice, 
rapacity,  fraud,  falsehood  and  cruelty,  ever  combined  in  a 
single  bosom  ?  How  many  peasants,  how  many  servants,  would 
have  disdained  the  measures,  which  he  adopted  without  a 
blush  ?  Who,  to  the  eye  of  sober  sense,,  was  ever  a  more 
despicable  wretch  ? 

The  same  debasement  follows  this  passion  through  every  sphere 
of  life.  The  candidate  for  office  it  prompts  to  cringe,  and  fawn, 
and  lick  the  hand  of  him  who  has  oflices  to  give ;  to  solicit  suf- 
frages in  a  manner,  which  would  disgrace  the  beggar  who  craves  of 
you  a  shilling;  to  belie  the  character  of  a  rival;  to  promise  the 
promotion  of  measures,  which  his  conscience  condemns ;  and  udi- 
versallv  to  wade  thmucrh  all  the  mire  and  filth  of  caballing  am^ 
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electioneering,  to  gain  his  purpose.     Which  oi'you  can  descend  to 
this  humiliation  ? 

At  the  same  time  this  passion  is  incapable  of  being  satisfied.  It  is 
the  grave,  which,  devouring  its  millions,  is  still  open,  to  devour 
millions  more.  It  is  the  fire,  which,  laying  waste  a  world,  is  pre- 
pared, instead  of  saying,  "  It  is  enough,"  to  kindle  another.  No 
man  was  evermore  absolutely  controlled  by  the  love  of  superiori- 
ty than  Alexander.  Heaven  permitted  him  to  gratify  this  propen- 
sity in  a  manner  scarcely  exampled.  He  became  not  only  the 
first  man  in  the  world,  in  power,  greatness,  and  renown;  but  stood 
at  an  immeasurable  distance  from  any  rival.  Yet  he  was  far  less 
satisfied  than  when  he  was  only  king  of  Macedon.  When  he  cast 
his  eyes  around  him.  and  saw  no  other  height  to  which  he  could 
climb,  and  no  other  nations  which  he  might  vanquish  ;  he  wept,  as 
a  child  over  his  plaything,  because  he  has  not  found  in  it  the  en- 
joyment which  a  plaything  cannot  give.  The  trial  was  complete. 
Experience  has  here  proved,  that  this  passion  can  never  be 
satisfied. 

The  gratifications,  which  it  sought,  were  here  furnished  in  a  con- 
tinual and  overflowing  stream.  The  wishes  were  scarcely  form- 
ed, when  the  objects  of  them  were  poured  into  the  lap  of  the  man  : 
and,  as  new  desires  sprang  up,  new  objects  arose  in  exuberant 
abundance  to  satisfy  them.  No  interruption  stopped  their  ca- 
reer. No  disaster  abated  their  energy.  Whatsoever  his  soul 
lusted  after  Alexander  acquired.  Yet  no  child  of  Adam  was  ever 
less  satisfied.  His  desires  grew  and  multiplied,  incomparably 
faster  than  his  gratifications.  A  beggar,  whose  precarious  sub- 
sistence is  derived  from  casual  and  frosty  charity,  is  less  hungry, 
less  craving,  than  was  this  renowned  hero,  this  monarch  of  the 
world.  Look  at  this  picture.  It  is  a  faithful  portrait  of  all  men? 
whose  ruling  passion  is  the  love  of  distinction. 

It  is  a  distressing  disposition.  Ungratified  desires  are  always  dis- 
tressing. The  mind,  which  is  under  their  control,  like  the  unclean 
spirit,  mentioned  by  our  Saviour,  seeketh  rest,  and  findeth  none. 
The  objects,  in  which  the  enjoyment,  so  eagerly  pursued,  is  sup- 
posed to  reside,  may  be  indeed,  and  often  are,  obtained  :  but  they 
are  the  fruit,  mentioned  by  the  great  English  Poet ;  a  thin  enve- 
lope, covering  bitter  ashes. 
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But  how  often  is  this  passion  disappointed  of  these  objects.  How 
often  is  the  place,  sought,  given  to  another,  whose  conscience  is 
more  supple  ;  whose  ftehngs  are  more  sycophantic  ;  whose  man- 
ners are  more  puppet-hke  5  who  will  perform  more,  and  baser,  ser- 
vices ;  who  will  bribe  higher,  and  sell  his  soul  for  an  mferior  price. 
Suffrages  will  be  given  to  a  rival,  of  superior  merit,  aided  by  more 
and  more  powerful  friends;  of  a  more  persuasive  demeanour ; 
bending  more  easily  before  every  breath  of  popularity  ;  or  perhaps 
more  boastful  of  his  own  performances  5  uttering  more  swelling 
words  of  vanity ;  more  cunning;  more  false;  and  floating  more 
easily  with  every  tide.  How  mortifying  to  a  man,  possessing  any 
remains  of  worth,  any  sober  claims  to  respect,  must  it  be  to  be 
found  in  the  race  with  such  wretches,  as  most  of  these.  How 
deeply  humiliating  to  see  them  preferred  to  himself.  Enter  the 
chase  of  distinction ;  and  you  will  in  all  probability,  at  no  great 
distance  of  time,  have  this  humbling  tale  told  of  yourselves. 

In  the  mean  time  a  thousand  other  distresses  will  assail  you 
from  other  quarters, of  which  you  have  never  dreamed.  The  dar- 
ling object,  seriously  cherished,  will  soon  become  your  only  object. 
No  disposition  sooner,  or  easier,  becomes  habitual  :  and  no  habit 
is  stronger.  When  you  have  failed  of  the  pursuit,  you  may  truly 
say  with  Micah  to  the  authors  of  the  failure,  "  Ye  have  taken  away 
my  gods  ;  and  what  have  I  more  ?"  Where  was  there  ever  found 
on  this  side  of  the  grave  a  being,  who  was  more  completely  a  wretch, 
than  he,  who  after  toiling,  and  bustling,  and  struggling,  for  distinc- 
tion, night  and  day  through  the  best  periods  of  his  life ;  after  sup- 
plicating the  favour  of  the  great,  and  begging  for  the  votes  of  the 
many;  sees  himself  finally  laid  aside,  like  an  useless  piece  of  fur- 
niture in  a  garret,  never  more  to  be  called  for,  but  forgotten  as  if 
he  had  never  been  ? 

But  this  is  not  all.  Men  of  every  class  perfectly  understand  the 
nature  of  this  disposition,  and  estimate  it  accordingly.  Its  base, 
worthless  character  is  discerned  even  by  an  obtuse  eye;  and,  were 
it  not, is  completely  displayed  by  him  who  possesses  it.  Wherever 
it  is  seen,  it  is  despised  by  all,  who  look  on ;  and  by  wise  and  good 
men  is  regarded  with  abhorrence.  The  esteem  of  such  men,  and 
their  consequent  numberless  and  invaluable  kind  offices,  you,  if 
you  are  controlled  by  this  propensity,  will  lose,  and  lose  irrevoca- 
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bly.  These  are  solid  blessings  ;  weighed  against  which  all  the 
good,  gained  by  the  love  of  distinction,  is  the  drop  of  the  bucket,  and 
the  small  dust  of  the  balance. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  will  meet  with  numberless  positive  evils 
from  many,  and  various  sources-  Your  rivals,  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  contests  with  you,  will  be  ingenious  to  spy  out  the  places, 
in  which  you  may  be  most  easily  and  surely  wounded;  and  every 
man,  however  incased  in  armour,  has  some  vital  spot,  which  is  left 
naked.  Achilles  was  vulnerable  in  his  heel :  and  there  will  never 
be  wanting  a  Paris  to  infix  the  dart.  Your  declarations,  your  ac- 
tions, your  motives,  will  all  be  misconstrued  and  misrepresent- 
ed. Your  characters  will  be  stung  ;  perhaps  vitally.  Your  de- 
signs will  be  withstood  by  open  and  violent  resistance,  by  fraud, 
by  trick,  and  by  every  snaky  effort,  which  the  demon  of  election- 
eering can  contrive  or  execute.  Over  your  defeat  your  opposers  ; 
and  those,  at  times,  men,  whomyou  would  disdain  to  set  with  the  dogs 
of  your  flock;  will  triumph  with  an  exultation,  which  will  be  a 
mere  counterpart  to  the  insults  of  the  basest  of  animals  over  the 
sick  lion.  You  will  be  hated  ;  your  character  will  be  slandered ; 
and  your  happiness  will  be  trampled  in  the  dust.  You  will  be 
obliged  to  carry  on  a  tedious,  vexatious,  and  interminable  contest 
with  enemies,  against  whom  you  will  be  ashamed  to  be  seen  con- 
tending ;  and  in  which,  often,  nothing  will  be  gained  ;  and,  always, 
much  will  be  suffered,  and  much  lost.  The  enmity,  which  you 
will  excite,  will  not  unfrequently  be  extended  through  life ;  and 
that,  which  you  will  feel,  will,  during  the  same  period,  rankle  in 
your  bosoms.  In  this  manner  your  whole  lives  will  be  embittered. 

To  all  these  evils  will  be  added  an  entire  subversioiv^of  the  End, 
for  which  you  were  created.  Every  human  being  was  formed  for 
the  single  purpose  of  glorifying  his  Maker.  "  Whether  you  eat,  or 
drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God."  This  great 
purpose  is  accomplished  by  the  uniform  exercise  of  those  affec- 
tions, and  the  uniform  adoption  of  that  exactness  of  duty,  which, 
together,  are  styled  piety ;  supreme  love,  gratitude,  reverence, 
and  resignation  to  God  ;  by  the  faithful  cultivation  of  self-denial ; 
and  by  a  regular  extension  of  benevolence  and  beneficence  to 
our  fellow-men.     These,  united  with  the  faith  and  repentance  of 


308  '->>•  THE  LOVE  [SER.  XXVlf. 

the  Gospel,  constitute  the  whole  moral  excellence  of  the  man  ; 
and  are  all,  that  is  lovely  in  the  sight  of  our  iMaker. 

But  to  this  excellence  the  spirit,  censured  in  this  discourse,  is 
only  hostile.  No  man,  who  is  governed  by  the  love  of  distinction, 
can  be  pious,  self  denying,  or  benevolent.  This  pride  of  life  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  of  the  world. 

I  have  already  remarked,  that  no  passion  sooner  becomes  habitu- 
al ;  and  that  no  habit  acquires  greater  strength.  I  add,  that  no 
passion  more  speedily,  or  more  entirely,  swallows  up  every  other 
propensity  ;  or  more  absolutely  engrosses  all  the  powers,  and  ef- 
forts, of  the  man.  A  spark  at  first,  set  on  fire  of  hell,  it  soon  kin- 
dles the  whole  course  of  nature.  All  the  views  of  the  mind,  its  af- 
fections, its  purposes,  its  labours,  are  made  the  bondslaves  of  this 
passion,  which  rules  the  miserable  subject  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;  and 
scourges  and  goads  him  onward  to  every  perpetration,  subservient 
to  its  purposes.  The  victim  of  its  despotism  soon  becomes  insensi- 
ble to  the  remonstrances  of  conscience,  and  the  awful  control  of 
moral  obhgation ;  is  blinded  to  every  future  and  eternal  object ; 
forgets  that  he  has  a  soul,  which  must  be  saved  or  lost ;  and  turns 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  most  terrible  threatenings  of  the  divine  law,  and 
to  the  most  affectionate  calls  of  mercy  in  the  Gospel.  In  this 
manner  will  you,  if  enslaved  by  this  passion,  go  on  in  the  career  of 
hardened,  stupid,  sottish  iniquity.  Your  probation  will  be  lost  in 
pursuing  a  gaudy  phantom,  which  you  will  never  overtake ;  or 
which,  if  overtaken,  will  dissolve  at  the  touch,  and  vanish  from 
your  sight.  The  golden  moments  of  life  will  be  gone,  ere  you 
are  aware ;  and  will  leave  you  poor,  and  miserable,  and  wretched, 
and  in  want  of  all  things  really  good,  and  really  deserving  the  at- 
tachment of  an  immortal  mind.  In  the  midst  of  your  course,  or 
while  you  feel  yourselves  to  be  in  the  midst  of  it,  death  will  find 
you  labouring  and  bustling  to  be  great ;  and  thinking  of  nothing  less 
than  of  his  approach  ;  will  compel  you  to  the  grave,  atid  hurry 
you  to  your  final  account.  How  terrible  must  be  the  account, 
given  of  life,  spent  only  in  labouring  to  acquire  distinction.  Adam 
indulged  this  disposition  once ;  and  lost  his  immortality.  Satan 
indulged  this  disposition  once  ;  and  was  cast  out  of  heaven.  What 
will  become  of  him,  who  has  eagerly  followed  this  career  of  bis 
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apostate  first  parent,  and  of  this  apostate  angel,  throughout  the 
whole  of  his  probation  ? 

Such  is  the  Nature^  and  such  the  Termination^  of  this  darling 
attribute  of  ihe  human  mind  ;  of  tbe  disposition,  more  cherished, 
more  indulged,  and  more  praised,  than  an)-  other  by  the  children 
of  men.  Let  me  exhort  you  to  consider  what  is  the  End,  which  it 
proposes.  It  is  the  exaltation  of  one's  self  above  his  fellow-men, 
or  above  that  little  circle,  which  he  sees  around  him.  It  is  the 
exaltation  of  a  frail,  mortal  being,  born  yesterday  of  the  dust,  to 
return  to  the  dust  to-morrow.  If  successful  in  his  pursuits,  seated 
in  an  office,  or  wreathed  with  laurel,  to-day  ;  and  to-morrow  bu- 
ried, with  all  his  honours,  in  the  grave  ;  to  become  the  feast  of 
worms,  and  the  pre}  of  corruption.  This  mortal  believes  himself 
to  know  much,  merely  because  others  know  little  ;  to  be  great,  be- 
cause others  are  small ;  and  to  be  important,  only  because  those 
around  him  are  insignificant. 

One  thing,  however,  he  knows  :  and  this  is,  that  his  life,  and 
all  things  which  are  suspended  on  it,  and,  among  them,  the  very 
objects  which  he  so  eagerly  covets,  are  absolutely  precarious. 
He  neither  knows,  nor  can  know,  what  a  day  may  bring  forth. 
Every  thing  future  is  hidden  behind  a  cloud,  through  which  his 
eye  cannot  penetrate.  Yet  he  sees  the  life  of  others,  and  there- 
fore his  own,  to  be  a  vapour;  which  appears,  only  to  vanish. 
On  this  transient,  perilous  life  is  suspended  his  all;  himself;  his 
soul-;  his  immortal  being.  With  his  eyes  open,  he  is  marching 
onward  to  the  grave  ;  behind  an  immense  train,  who  have  already 
entered  that  dark  and  solitary  mansion  ;  and  before  another  train, 
innumerable  also,  who  are  hastening  to  the  same  chambers  of 
silence  and  sorrow.  The  grave  is  the  gate  of  Eternity.  Here 
all  things,  of  real  importance,  are  found ;  things  on  the  one  hand 
incomprehensibly  awful  and  distressing,  and  on  the  other  im- 
measurably glorious  and  delightful.  On  the  right,  shines  with 
everlasting  day  the  world  of  life  :  on  the  left,  embosomed  in  eter- 
nal night,  spread  the  regions  of  perdition.  In  one  of  these  realms^ 
this  vain,  miserable,  dying  creature  is  to  spend  his  eternal  exist- 
ence. God  has  made  him  a  candidate  for  gloi},  honour  and  im- 
mortality. The  path,  which  leads  to  this  divine  inheritance,  the 
Son  of  God  has  marked  out  before  him.     The  gate,  which  opens 
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to  it,  he  has  unbarred  with  his  own  hand.  Naj,  he  stands  at  the 
entrance,  pointing  with  his  finger  to  the  celestial  mansions ;  to 
the  lucid  path,  which  ascends  to  them  from  this  miserable  world ; 
to  the  angels,  and  the  assembly  of  the  first-born,  who  dwell  in  that 
delightful  region  ;  to  the  throne  of  grace,  erected  in  it ;  to  the  river 
of  life,  which  flows  from  its  foot ;  and  to  the  tree  of  life,  which  blos- 
soms, and  bears  its  fruits,  on  the  banki^  of  that  river.  Wiih  these  di- 
vine objects  in  full  view,  this  glorious  person  calls,  with  a  voice  of 
infinite  tenderness,  to  the  poor,  unhappy  outcast  to  cowe,  and  take 
the  water  of  life  freely.  He  prolFers  himself,  his  righteousness,  his 
intercession,  and  all  the  blessings  of  his  redemption  ;  blessings  un- 
limited, and  endless;  to  this  miserable  sinner.  At  the  same 
time  he  calls  to  him  with  a  voice,  mingled  with  terror  and  compas- 
sion, to  fix  his  eye  on  the  gloom,  the  sorrow,  the  despair,  which 
shroud  the  world  of  woe  ;  and  to  listen  to  the  murmur  of  sighs, 
and  groans,  which  ascend  from  its  melancholy  caverns  forever  and 
ever.  But  the  man  is  deafer  than  an  adder ;  blinder  than  a  mole  : 
and  possessed  of  a  heart,  harder  than  adamant.  He  feels,  he 
knows,  no  object  but  one,  which  is  of  any  value  ;  and  this  is  the 
praise  of  men.  To  be  caressed  by  men  in  power  is  dearer  to  him 
than  to  be  loved  by  his  God  ;  to  be  flattered  by  the  multitude, 
than  to  be  approved  by  angels ;  to  be  admired,  than  to  be  vir- 
tuous ;  to  acquire  an  office,  than  to  gain  a  crown  of  immor- 
tal glory. 

Such,  my  young  friends,  is  a  true  account  of  the  nature, 
the  purpose,  the  attendants,  and  the  consequences  of  that  am- 
bition, which  every  human  heart  feels  more  or  less,  and  which 
has  originated,  not  improbably,  more  of  the  actions  of  men  than 
any  other  attribute  of  the  mind.  Let  me  now  call  upon  you  to 
weigh  this  interesting  subject  in  an  equal  balance.  Your  interests 
are  immortal,  and  inestimable.  I  hope  you  believe,  that  they  are 
dear  to  me.  The  relations,  which  I  have  borne  to  you.  of  your 
Instructor  and  Minister,  are  nearer,  and  more  atfecting,  than  you 
at  this  period  of  life  can  easily  realize;  and  approximate  closely 
to  those  of  a  parent  to  his  children.  The  time,  which  you  have 
spent  under  my  instruction,  has  given  much  pleasure  to  me ; 
and  yielded  much  credit,  and,  I  hope,  profit,  to  yourselves.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  be  indiflferent  to  your  welfare.     I  cannot  for- 
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get,  that  you  are  immortal,  and  that  you  are  candidates  for  heaven ; 
that  you  may  do  extensive  good  to  yourselves  and  your  fellow- 
men  in  this  world,  and  may  obtain  a  glorious  and  divine  happiness 
in  the  world  which  is  to  come.  I  cannot  forget,  that  you  may, 
also,  do  much  ev.l,  here,  both  to  \ ourselves  and  others;  and  that 
yoij  inay  suffer  immeasurable  evi!  beyond  the  grave.  Who,  that 
has  a  heart,  not  made  of  marble,  can  look  at  these  mighty  objects, 
and  be  unmoved  i* 

From  a  course  of  life,  gay,  gaudy,  fascinating,  bewildering;  a 
course  more  or  less  pursued  by  all  men.  and  therefore  sanctioned 
by  the  common  voice,  as  well  as  the  general  example;  a  course, 
vain,  disappointing,  originally  sinful,  ultimately  profligate,  and 
immensely  dangerous ;  1  have  endeavoured  to  dissuade  you.  I 
will  now  in  a  very  few  words  point  out  to  you  another,  which  I 
earnestly  wish  and  urge  you  to  pursue. 

Seek,  with  my  full  approbation,  <Ae  Esteem  of  your  fellow-men. 
This  is  a  valuable  possession.  To  be  esteemed  is  beyond  measure 
more  desirable  than  to  be  admired.  The  path,  which  conducts 
to  it,  is  more  safe,  more  honourable,  more  delightful :  and  the 
reward,  which  is  achieved,  is  widely  different,  and  wholly  superior. 
Prize  the  good  name ,  which  the  Scriptures  prize  ;  and  you  will  es- 
cape both  from  error  and  sin. 

Especially,  seek  the  approbation  of  wise  and  good  men.  The 
approbation  of  all  others,  even  of  those,  who  have  abandoned 
their  duty  and  their  consciences,  will  follow  theirs.  The  great 
reason,  why  you  may  safely  pursue  this  object,  is,  that  it  can  be 
gained  only  by  wisdom  and  virtue.  So  long  as  you  aim  at  it,  your 
designs  and  your  measures  will  all  pass  in  review  before  the  eye 
of  Conscience ;  and  will  be  either  adopted  or  rejected,  as  they 
shall  be  approved  or  disapproved  by  this  tribunal.  Your  duty, 
here,  will  of  course  become  the  commanding  object:  for  by  the 
performance  of  your  duty,  only,  can  the  reward  be  acquired. 

With  still  more  watchful  and  earnest  solicitude  labour  to  ac- 
quire the  approbation  of  your  own  Minds.  Conscience  is  the  guide 
given  you  by  God  himself,  to  direct  your  moral  conduct.  En- 
lightened by  the  word  of  God,  its  decisions  may,  in  all  ordinary 
circumstances,  be  confidently  relied  on  as  just,  safe,  and  happj'. 
In  every  plain  case,  (he  first  dictates  of  the  mind  are  far  more  safe 
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than  those,  which  follow  a  train  of  reasoning.  The  very  act  of  de- 
liberating, in  such  cases,  will  prove,  that  your  hearts  are  unsound, 
and  yourselves  in  danger.  But  the  supreme  danger  lies  in  ba- 
lancing between  conscience  and  passion,  between  sober  judgment 
and  ardent  feeling.  Conscience  is  your  friend  :  passion  is  your 
enemy.  Conscience  is  sincere :  passion  is  deceitful.  Con- 
science is  patient,  sober,  watchful,  awake  to  every  danger,  and 
guarded  against  every  sin  :  passion  is  thoughtless,  headlong,  sot- 
tish in  its  wishes,  infatuated  in  its  decisions,  blind  to  danger,  and 
palsied  to  the  sense  of  guilt.  Conscience  brings  peace  in  hand; 
and  points  youre}es  to  immortal  glory  in  reversion  :  passion  con- 
ducts you  in  this  world  through  a  wilderness  of  thorns  and  briers  ; 
and  hurries  you  to  woes  inexpressible,  and  endless,  in  the  world 
to  come.  But. among  all  the  pa>sions,  which  mislead,  endanger, 
and  harass,  the  mind,  none  is  more  hostile  to  its  peace,  none 
more  blind,  none  more  delirious,  than  the  love  of  distinction. 

Still  more  fervently  seek  for  the  approbation  of  God,  Had  the 
miserable  Jewish  rulers  mentioned  in  the  text,  loved  the  praise  of 
GoJ,  and  dhregarded  the  praise  of  men  j  they  had  never  practi- 
cally denied  the  Redeemer,  nor  failed  of  a  blessed  immortality. 
In  the  favour  of  God  lies  all  your  welfare,  and  all  your  hope.  If 
he  is  your  friend  ;  it  is  of  no  consequence  who  is  your  enemy. 
Ifheisyour  enemy;  you  will  have  no  friend.  But  his  friend- 
ship can  be  obtained  only  in  his  own  way  :  and  that  way  is  but 
one.  You  are  sinners,  together  with  all  your  fellow-men  ;  and 
can  become  reconciled  to  him  only  by  faith  in  his  Son.  He  is  the 
only,  the  true,  the  living,  way  of  access  to  God  ;  to  the  world  of 
life;  to  endless  glory.  Give  up  yourselves,  therefore,  to  him 
•with  a  cordial  confidence  :  and  the  great  work  of  life  is  done.  If 
this  be  not  done  ;  you  will  have  livedin  vain. 

The  world,  in  which  you  are,  is  proverbially,  as  well  as  justly,  styl- 
ed a  vale  of  tears.  Far  from  me  be  every  wish  to  embitter,  or 
to  lessen,  the  hope  of  happiness  which  you  may  find  in  the  pre- 
sent life,  by  unnecessary  predictions  of  disappointment,  trouble, 
and  sorrow.  But  you  ought  to  know,  you  ought  to  be  told,  that 
the  bright  views  and  ardent  anticipations  which  youths  form  of 
worldly  good,  are  deceitful  and  visionary;  that,  by  promising  too 
much,  they  lessen  such  enjoyments  as  will  be  actually  found;  and. 
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hy  concealing  the  sorrows  of  life,  enhance  its  anguish  when  they 
arrive.  You  will  meet  with  many  troubles ;  many  tertiptations ; 
and  many  enemies ;  as  you  pass  onward  towards  the  grave  \  and, 
before  you  have  gone  far,  may  end  your  course  in  that  melan- 
choly mansion.  Sooner  or  later  you  7nust  die.  Your  souls  must 
take  their  flight  into  eternity  ;  must  appear  before  the  bar  of  God  ; 
must  be  judged  and  rewarded.  Think  of  the  amazing  nature  of 
this  trial ;  of  the  infinite  importnnce  of  this  reward. 

Who,  amid  all  these  distresses  and  dangers,  this  troubled  and 
difficult  progress  of  an  immortal  mind  towards  its  final  destiny, 
can  be  a  guide,  on  which  it  may  safely  rely  ;  a.  friend,  on  who&e 
bosom  it  may  repose  with  consolation  and  hope  ?  Who  can  di- 
rect, support,  comfort,  and  deliver  you,  amid  the  perils  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  present  life?  Can  your  earthly  friends?*  They 
will  be  far  from  you.  Can  your  parents  ?  They  will  be  in  the 
grave.  Can  the  multitude  ?  They  will  not  even  know  your  ca- 
lamities :  and,  if  they  should,  will  disregard  them.  Can  the 
great?     Alas!  their  hands  are  ice,  and  their  hearts  adamant. 

But  were  all  these  present ;  were  they  affectionate  ;  were  they 
friends  indeed  ;  how  little  is  the  relief,  which  they  would  be  able 
to  give.     Where  is  the  balm,  with  which  they  could  sooth  a  wound- 
ed spirit ;  blunt  the  stings  of  conscience ;  and  charm  to  peace  the 
fears  of  an  approaching  retribution  ?     What  physician  can  heal 
the  last  sickness  ?     Who  can  redeem  his  brother,  and  give  to  God  a 
ransom  for  him,  that  he  should  live  forever,  and  not  see  corruption  ? 
Who  can  console  the  poor,  departing  spirit,  when  it  stretches  its 
wings  for  the  final  flight  ?     Who  can  accompany  it  to  the  last  tri- 
bunal ?     How  mighty,  how  acceptable,  how  prevailing,  ought  to 
be  the  Advocate,  who  shall  there  plead  its  cause  :  a  cause  of  more 
importance  than  all  those  which  have  been  decided  in  this  world 
from  the  beginning ;  and  on  the  issue  of  which  more  will  depend 
than  on  the  fate  of  all  the  empires,  which  have  risen  beneath  the 
sun.     These  things,  infinitely  interesting  to  every  one  of  you, 
He  only  can  perform,  who  speaks  in  righteousness,    and  who  is 
mighty  to  save ;  who  hath  said,  "  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved, 
all  ye  ends  of  the  earth  :  for  I  am  God  ;  and  there  is  none  else." 
To  him,  therefore,  give  up  yourselves  with  the  whole  heart,  in 
that  covenant,  which  is  ordered  in  all  things,  sure,  and  eternal, 
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Fear  not  He  will  in  no  wise  cast  you  out.  He  will  never  leave 
you  nor  forsake  you.  His  eye,  before  which  the  night  shineth  as 
the  day,  will  watch  over  you  with  unceasing  care  ;  and  his  hand, 
which  nothing  can  resist  or  escape,  f;uard  you  with  infinite  ten- 
derness. In  every  sorrow  he  will  connfort ;  in  every  danger  he 
will  deliver.  The  bed  of  death  he  will  spread  with  down.  The 
passage  into  eternity  he  will  illumine  with  the  light  of  his  own  coun- 
fenance.  In  the  judgment  he  will  acquit  you  of  all  your  guilt;  and 
in  his  own  house,  the  mansion  of  eternal  light,  and  peace,  and  joy, 
he  will  present  you  to  his  Father  as  trophies  of  his  cross,  and  nno- 
naments  of  his  boundless  love.  There  he  will  raise  you  to  a  dis- 
tinction, which  no  ambitious  mind  ever  conceived,  or  coveted. 
I  say,  a  distinction,  which  no  ambitious  mind  ever  conceived,  or 
coveted.  What  comparison  can  be  formed,  not  by  a  Votary  of 
Ambition  ;  a  mere  worldling  ;  a  creeping  things  whose  path  through 
life  has  been  made  in  mire  and  dirt;  but  by  a  sanctified  mind; 
whose  thoughts  wander,  daily,  into  the  regions  of  bliss ;  between 
robes  of  state  and  the  fine  linen  which  is  the  righteousness  of  the 
saints,  between  a  wreath  of  laurel  and  a  crown  of  immortal  glory, 
between  an  earthly  monarch  and  an  heir  of  God,  between  a  hero, 
and  him  who  has  triumphed  over  sin,  and  death,  and  the  grave? 
What  likeness  can  you  find  between  earth  and  heaven  ;  time  and 
eternity;  frail,  sinful,  dying,  worms  of  the  dust,  and  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect,  purified  from  every  stain,  informed  with 
endless  life,  and  lovely  in  the  sight  of  God  ?  If  you  covet  distinc- 
tion let  it  be  the  glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  of  angels.  Let 
the  name,  for  which  you  sigh,  and  toil,  be  that,  which  is  written 
in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.  Let  the  praise,  to  which  you  aspire, 
be  the  approbation  of  Jehovah. 
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Joshua  i.  6,  7. 

Be  strong,  and  of  a  good  courage,  for  unto  this  people  shall  thou 
divide  for  aninheritance  the  land,  which  Isware  unto  their  fathers, 
to  give  them.  Only  be  thou  strong,  and  very  courageous,  that 
thou  mayest  observe  to  do  according  to  all  the  law,  which  Moses, 
my  servant,  commanded  thee.  Turn  not  from  it  to  the  right 
hand  or  to  the  left  j  that  thou  mayest  prosper,  whithersoever  thou 
goest. 

These  words  were  addressed  bj  God  to  Joshua,  the  great 
captain  of  Israel,  who  led  that  nation  into  the  promised  land.  He 
was  now  immediately  to  enter  upon  this  mighty  undertaking;  and 
was  promised  the  most  absolute  success.  "  Every  place,"  said 
God  to  him,  "that  the  sole  of  your  foot  shall  tread  upon,  that 
have  1  given  unto  you,  as  I  said  unto  Moses.  There  shall  not  be 
any  ftian,  that  shall  be  able  to  stand  before  thee  all  the  days  of  thy 
life.  As  I  was  with  Moses,  so  will  I  be  with  thee.  I  will  not  fail 
thee,  nor  forsake  thee." 

To  these  promises,  however,  was  inseparably  annexed  the  con- 
dition expressed  in  the  text ;  which  immediately  follows  the  last 
of  them.  "  This  book  of  the  law,"  says  God  to  him,  in  the  eighth 
verse,  "  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth ;  but  thou  shalt  medi- 
tate therein  day  and  night,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do  accord- 
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ing  to  all,  that  is  written  therein.     For  then  thou  shalt  make  thy 
way  prosperous,  and  then  thou  shalt  have  good  success." 

The  importance  of  fulfilling  this  condition  is  evident  from  the 
words,  in  which  the  injunction  is  conveyed.  It  is,  also,  forcibly 
impressed  by  numerous  repetitions.  It  is  thrice  repeated,  in  the 
31st  chapter  of  Deuterononi)  ;  in  the  6th,  7tb,  and  23d,  verses  ; 
where  the  duty  was  enjoined  directl)  b)  Moses.  It  is  also  thrice 
repeated  in  the  first  of  Joshua  by  God  himself;  in  the  6th,  7th, 
and  9th,  verses.  The  import  of  the  repetition  needs  no  explana- 
tion. 

The  duty  of  Joshua  was  to  obey  all  the  law  of  God,  as  revealed 
to  Moses.  The  strength  and  courage,  which  he  was  required  to 
possess  and  exercise,  were  to  be  wholly  employed  in  performing 
his  duty  ;  and  to  possess  these  attributes,  and  to  exercise  them  practi- 
cally, was  a  primary  part  of  his  duty.  It  may  be  thought,  that 
Joshua  needed  the  character  formed  by  them  in  a  peculiar  degree, 
on  account  of  the  arduous  nature  of  the.  enterprise  which  he 
was  about  to  commence.  That  he  needed  it  in  a  high  degree, 
and  that  it  was  eminently  demanded  by  this  enterprise,  cannot  be 
questioned.  No  more  can  it  be  questioned,  that  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  to  every  child  of  Adam,  in  order  to  the  performance  of 
his  own  duty.  Every  man,  indeed,  is  not  the  Chief  magistrate. 
nor  the  Military  leader,  of  a  great  people.  Every  man  is  not 
summoned  to  the  sufferings  of  a  military  life,  nor  to  the  dangers  of 
battle.  But  every  man,  who  is  willing  to  do  his  duty,  will  be 
called  to  encounter  much  opposition,  many  difficulties,  and  what 
he,  at  least,  will  apprehend  to  be  dangers.  For  these  he  will  need 
firmness  and  resolution  as  truly,  as  they  were  necessary  to  Joshua  : 
and  without  the  exercise  of  them  his  duty  will  not  be  done. 

Firmness  and  resolution,  united,  constitute  what  is  commonly 
czWed  Independence  of  mind ;  a  character,  challenged,  and  boast- 
ed of  by  most  men,  but  rarely  possessed,  and  very  little  understood. 
Probably  there  is  nothing  more  frequently  mistaken  by  our  race 
at  large,  or  even  by  men  of  superior  intelligence.  Various  false 
opinions  concerning  it  I  shall  have  occasion  to  expose  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  discourse. 

My  design  in  choosing  this  subject,  as  the  theme  of  discussion  at 
the  present  time,  is 

1 .  To  explain  its  Nature  ; 
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2.  To  shozo  its  Importance  ; 

3.  To  unfold  the  I  ^ijfficulty  of  acquirijig,  and  exercising,  it ; 

4.  To  exkibit  several  Motives  to  the  assumption  of  it,  especially  in 
early  life. 

All  the^e  subjects  I  shall  address  directly  to  the  Youths,  for 
whom  this  discourse  is  particularly  intended. 
1.  I  shall  explain  the  Mature  of  this  attribute. 
Various  detinitions  rnay  be  given  of  mental  Independence,  and 
all  of  them  be  just.  Of  several  which  are  obvious,  any  one  may, 
perhaps,  be  selected  without  material  disadvantage.  I  shall  con- 
sider it  as  that  state  of  mind,  in  which  a  man  firmly  resolves  to  do 
his  duty,  without  any  anxious  regard  to  consequences.  When  his 
duty  is  involved  in  the  reception  of  Truth,  which  is  one  of  the  two 
great  divisions  of  our  duty,  the  man,  who  is  independent,  will 
search  for  truth  with  a  diligence  and  perseverance  suited  to  its 
value  ;  will  Weigh  with  candour  whatever  evidence  he  may  obtain  ; 
and  will  form  his  conclusions  agreeably  to  that  evidence,  un- 
biassed by  any  private  interest  or  any  sinister  view,  and  un- 
influenced by- the  authority  of  others,  their  opinions,  their  wishes, 
their  friendship,  their  enmity,  the  advantages  which  he  may  hope 
to  gain  by  according  with  them,  the  disadvantages  which  he  may 
expect  to  suffer  by  opposing  them,  their  applause,  or  their  obloquy. 
Truth  he  will  consider  as  inestimably  valuable:  and  all  these  ob- 
jects, so  operative  on  the  minds  of  most  men,  will,  in  comparison 
with  it,  be,  to  his  eye,  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity. 

When  Action  becomes  his  duty,  he  will  act  as  his  Conscience 
dictates  ;  with  a  determined  opposition  to  all  the  objects  which  I 
have  specified.  Truth  he  will  declare,  however  his  own  private 
interest  may  be  affected  by  the  declaration,  and  however  others 
may  be  disposed  to  treat  him.  Virtue  he  will  practice,  in  the  face 
of  opposing  friends,  an  opposing  party,  or  an  opposing  world. 
Like  the  intrepid  Baxter,  he  will  separate  himself  alike  from  the 
Royalists,  and  the  Parliament ;  and  will  censure,  or  commend, 
both,  as  censure  or  commendation  may  be  merited  by  either. 
Like  the  still  more  intrepid  Paul,  he  will  boldly  meet  the  frowns 
of  the  Pharisees,  the  formidable  hostility  of  the  Sanhedrim,  and 
the  bigotted  violence  of  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  and  will  still 
possess  the  exalted  character,  disclosed  in  this  memorable  declara- 


518  05  EN'DEPENDE.VCE  OF  MIND.  ;SER.  XSMH 

tioD :  '•  The  Holj  Ghost  witnesseth,  that  in  every  city  bonds  and 
a£Biictions  abide  me.  Bat  none  of  these  things  move  me  ;  neither 
coant  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course 
with  joy,  and  the  ministrv,  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
to  testify  the  Go<pel  of  the  grace  of  Go<l." 

But  this  character  will  bt  more  distinctly  apprehended  from 
a  comparison  with  its  counterfeits.  Among  these  are  the  fol- 
lowing. 

First.  There  are  ?ome  persons,  who  regard  themselves  as  pos- 
se*.- Hi  independence  of  mirid.  because  they  differ  m  their  upinions 
Jrom  others ;  particularly,  zvhen  they  reject  such,  as  are  generally 
received. 

The  cjeneral  reception  of  any  opinion,  except  where  mankind 
have  a  complete  capacity  and  opportunity  to  J'ldge  ;  and  where  at 
the  same  time  they  determine  without,  or  against,  their  inctinations 
and  prejudices  j  is  certainly  no  proof,  that  it  is  just.  Still  less  is  it 
evidence,  that  it  is  ujitrue.  In  all  cases,  where  mankind  at  laj^e 
baie  the  means  of  judging,  and  are  under  no  violent  prejudices, 
their  agreement  in  any  doctrine  is  a  presumption  in  its  favour. 
The  agreement,  also,  of  meri  of  superior  wisdom  and  wortfi, 
though  furnishing  no  decisive  evidence  that  they  are  right,  is  yet 
so  much  of  an  argument  in  favour  of  their  doctrines,  as  to  demand 
a  serious  examinatio>!  of  them,  before  we  resolve  to  adopt  such  as 
are  of  a  contrary  nature.  Yet  there  are  persons  in  the  world, 
particularly  among  the  young,  who.  while  they  are  ardently  am- 
bitious to  sustain  the  characters  of  independeiit  thinkers,  feel,  that 
they  actually  assume  it  by  merely  ditfering  from  others.  Of  this 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  because  they  frequently  declare  it ;  and 
boast  of  it  not  a  little,  as  being  the  proper  exercise  and  decisive 
proof  of  free,  independent  thought.  Those  also,  who  harmonize 
in  their  opinions  either  with  the  public,  or  with  persons  of  dis- 
tinguished respectabilit),  they  often  pronounce  to  be  enslaved, 
priest-ridden,  blinded  b\  prejudice,  and  awed  by  authority. 
These  silly  men  are  so  weak,  as  to  know  nothing  of  independence, 
but  the  name  ;  and  do  not  dijrern,  th^t  this  envied  attribute  con- 
sists, not  in  rejecting  the  opi.ions  of  others,  but  in  rejecting  error; 
not  in  receiving  opinions  contrary  to  those  of  others,  but  in  re- 
ceiving those,  which  are  supported  by  evidence. 
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Of  this  class  have  been  a  great  proportion  of  Infidels.  These 
men,  in  Great  Britain,  styled  themselves  at  a  very  early  period 
Free  Thinkers:  while  they  reyarded  Christians  as  being  perfect- 
ly enslaved  by  authority,  fear,  and  pre,iidice.  Accordingly  they 
gloried  not  a  little  in  this  character;  and  considered  themselves 
as  the  only  men,  whose  minds  were  unshackled.  Christians  they 
pronounced  credulous;  because  they  believed  the  Scriptures  to 
be  the  word  of  God;  and  themselves  free  from  credulity,  because 
they  did  not  thus  believe.  They  did  not  perceive,  what  was  yet 
very  obvious,  that  the  whole  diti'erence  between  them  and  Chris- 
tians, in  this  respect,  was,  that  Christians  believed  ihe  Scriptures  to 
be  ihe  Word  of  God.  and  thei/  believed  them  not  to  be  the  word  of 
God.  The  Christians  believed  a  positive,  and  they,  a  negative, 
proposition.  The  credulit),  therefore,  was  chargeable  to  those, 
whoever  they  were,  who  believed  with  the  least  evidence; 
whether  they  were  stv  led  believers,  or  unbelievers. 

Secondly.  There  are  others,  who  claim  this  character. /rom  the 
:iiere  indulgence  of  Passiori. 

The  passion,  which  operates  in  this  case,  may  be  pride,  vanity, 
ambition,  enthusiasm,  anger,  and  perhaps  several  others.  There 
is  no  independence  of  mmd.  founded  in  passion.  The  indulgence 
of  it  may,  indeed,  make  us  feel  tbr  the  season  superior  to  all 
other  persons,  and  to  all  received  opinions.  But  the  existence  of 
passion,  inmost  cases,  is  in  a  cotnparative  sense  momentary; 
and,  when  it  ceases,  the  mind  sinks  as  much  below,  as  it  had  be- 
fore risen  above,  the  usual  level.  It  has.  in  this  case,  no  support, 
but  the  state  of  feeling.  It  possesses  no  arguments,  no  conviction 
of  its  own  rectitude,  no  smiles  of  conscience,  no  approbation  of 
God,  and  no  sincere  approbation  of  its  fellow-men.  Haman, 
whose  soul  was  the  seat  of  passion,  the  very  moment,  when  he 
was  commanded  to  honour  Mordecai,  sunk,  with  all  his  pride, 
into  the  dust.  Circumstances  furnished  all  his  apparent  energy 
of  character;  and,  when  they  ceased  to  exist,  it  vanished.  How 
different  was  the  conduct  of  the  meek  and  humble  Shadrach,  Me- 
shach,  and  Abednego.  At  the  very  mouth  of  the  fiery  furnace, 
they  said,  "  O  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  are  not  careful  to  answer 
thee  in  this  matter.  If  it  be  so,  our  God,  whom  we  serve,  is  able 
to  deliver  us  from  the  burning,  fiery  furnace  :  and  he  will  de- 
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liver  us  out  of  thine  hand  O  king.  But  if  not,  be  it  known  unto 
thee,  O  king,  that  we  will  not  serve  thy  gods,  nor  worship  the 
golden  image,  which  thou  hast  set  up." 

It  is  to  be  remennbered.  that  persons  of  this  description  are  no 
more  firmly  established  in  their  opinions,  than  determined  in  con- 
duct. When  circumstances  favour,  they  may  be  both  fixed,  and 
strenuous :  When  not,  they  are  weak,  and  variable.  Such  men 
will  never  become  martyrs  :  nor  can  any  reliance  be  safely  placed 
upon  them  in  seasons  of  trial.  They  will  then  forsake  their 
opinions,  their  friends,  their  party,  their  country,  and  their  reli- 
gion. He,  who  trusts  them,  trusts  in  Egypt :  a  broken  reed,  on 
which  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  thrust  through  his  hand,  and  pierce  him. 

Thirdly.  Some  men  think  themselves  independent,  because 
they  believe  Paradoxes.  Paradoxes  are  propositions,  which  in  ap- 
pearance are  absurd,  and  which  in  truth  usually  are  so.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  our  race,  however,  desirous  of  being  thought 
to  possess  superior  discernment,  and  to  burst  the  shackles  impos- 
ed by  the  acknowledged  rules  of  thinking,  seem  willing  to  receive 
nothing  which  is  directly  commended  to  the  intellect  by  obvious 
evidence  ;  and  spend  a  great  part  of  life  in  hunting  for  paradoxes, 
and  announcing  them  to  others.  Such  men  must  believe,  that 
truth,  especially  important  truth,  exists  only  in  seeming  contra- 
dictions, and  that  God  has  so  constituted  the  mind,  that  it  cannot 
discern  it  directly,  but  only  through  the  medium  of  apparent  ab- 
surdity.- Yet  no  men  value  themselves  more  upon  their  opinions 
than  dealers  in  paradoxes  ;  or  feel  more  raised  above  that  slavery 
of  thought,  which  is  opposed  to  genuine  independence.  I  wish 
you  to  remember,  that  there  is  a  vacuity  in  the  head  of  every  lover 
of  paradoxes  ;  and  that  he  adopts  his  opinions,  merely  from  the  de- 
sire of  being  distinguished  from  others. 

Fourthly.  There  are  multitudes,  who  claim  the  character  of 
independence,  because  Ihey  act  in  these  modes,  and  from  these 
principles. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  what  has  been  said,  for 
the  purpose  of  exposing  the  erroneousness  of  this  conduct. 

True  independence  of  mind,  with  regard  to  Action,  consists  in 
conforming  to  the  words  of  the  text ;  in  beitig  strong,  and  of  a  good 
courage,  to  do  all  the  km  of  God  ;  in  other  M'ords.  to  do  what  is 
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right ;  and  in  not  turning  aside  from  it  either  to  the  right  hand  or 
to  the  left.  In  receiving  truth,  the  only  possible  guide  to  recti- 
tude, it  consists  in  an  exact  conformity  to  those  memorable  in- 
junctions of  St.  Paul,  given  to  the  Thessalonian  Christians: 
"  Prove  all  things  :  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,"  or  true. 

It  does  not,  however,  consist  solely  in  piety  ;  or  at  least  in  such 
piety,  as  mankind  attain.  It  is  partially  constituted  of  a  peculiar 
firmness  of  mind,  in  some  degree,  perhaps,  original ;  and  certain- 
ly always  habitual :  a  firmness,  which  is  chiefly  the  result  of  so- 
ber consideration,  and  of  repeated  and  vigorous  efforts  of  mental 
energy  to  adhere  to  its  own  decisions.  This  firmness,  this  deter- 
mined energy  of  character,  in  a  small  number  of  the  human  race 
has  existed  in  such  a  degree,  without  any  just  or  fixed  moral  prin- 
ciples, as  to  compel  the  admiration  of  mankind,  even  while  the 
actions  of  these  men  have  excited  detestation  and  horror.  Such 
were  Alexander,  Julius  Cassar,  Tamerlane,  Charles  the  twelfth, 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  various  others.  Such  have  been 
multitudes  in  humbler  life,  distinguished  not  only  for  the  resolution 
which  faces  danger,  but  the  firmness,  also,  which  sustains  suffer- 
ings. I  cannot  enter  into  an  analysis  of  the  character,  discovered 
by  these  men.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  observe, 
that,  in  addition  to  their  native  or  acquired  firmness  of  mind, 
they  have  been  vehemently  ardent,  and  eminently  proud,  ambi- 
tious, destitute  of  moral  principle,  and  regardless  of  consequences. 
While  they  have  been  prosperous,  or  have  entertained  strong 
hopes  of  success,  they  have  been  firm  :  and  sometimes,  when  they 
have  utterly  failed,  the  pride  and  ambition,  which  have  sustained 
them  in  their  seasons  of  prosperity  with  so  much  vigour,  have 
enabled  them  to  meet  sufferings  and  death  with  an  unabated  en- 
ergy. The  spirit,  with  which  they  have  acted  and  endured,  is 
the  same,  which  animates  the  western  Indian  to  the  chase,  and  to 
the  battle  ;  and  inspires  him  to  sustain  the  tortures  of  his  ene- 
mies, not  only  with  unbroken  fortitude,  but  with  exultation  and 
triumph. 

From  these  observations  it  is  evident,  that,  independently  of 
principle,  the  mind,  in  certain  circumstances,  may  possess  a  high 
degree  of  energy,  which  is  native,  originally  inwoven  in  its  con- 
stitution, and  invigorated  by  its  circumstances;    especially  by 
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those  repeated  exertions,  which  form  it  into  a  powerful  habit. 
Yet  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  most,  if  not  all,  men  of  this  de- 
scription lose  their  energy,  when  their  situation  becomes  hope- 
lessly unprosperous.  Their  ardour  ceases  to  be  kindled ;  their 
efforts  fail  of  success ;  and  they  are  left  to  the  cool  consideration 
produced  by  disappointment,  and  to  the  reflections  generated  by 
retirement  and  humiliation. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  many  Christians,  who  possess  in 
very  feeble  degrees  Independence  of  mind.  To  some  extent, 
greater  or  less,  they  are  reasonably  believed  to  be  pious,  because 
in  ordinary  circumstances  they  produce  the  froits  of  piety.  Still 
they  are  timid  in  greater  or  less  degrees  •,  wavering  both  as  to 
their  principles  and  practices  ;  awed  by  the  opinions  of  the  world ; 
dreading  unpopularity ;  afraid  of  obloquy  5  and  startled  at  the 
appearance  of  opposition.  These  men  plainly  need  something, 
beside  the  degree  of  piety  which  they  possess,  to  prompt  them  to 
endure  hardness,  as  good  soldiers  of  Christ. 

It  will  be  readily  admitted,  that  the  Apostle  Peter  was  unques- 
tionably a  pious  man.     His  native  temper  was   ardent,  even  to 
rashness  ;  but,  like  other  men  of  this  temper,  he  became  timorous, 
and  seems  easily  to  have  been  overcome,  in  seasons  of  peculiar  tri- 
al.   This  infirm  spirit  betrayed  him  into  the  gross  crime  of  denying 
his  Master,  and  all  the  sins,  with  which  it  was  attended.     This 
led  him  to  dissemble  at  Antioch  ;  when  Paul  withstood  him  to  the 
face,  because  he  was  to  be  blamed.     How  many  Christians,  since 
that  period,  have  followed  him  in  the  paths  of  sin,  from  the  same 
mental  imbecility.     Were  faith,  indeed,  possessed  by  Christians  in 
a  sufficient  degree  ;  it  would,  itself,  become  sufficiently  energetic 
to  encounter  every  difficulty,  and  every  sufifering  ;  and  overcome 
with   a   decisive   victory,   not  only   the  lust,  allurements,   and 
snares,  of  the  world,  but  its  hostility,  slander,  and  persecution. 
Thus  it  is  evident,  that  ge?iwme  Independence  of  mind  is  a  com- 
bination of  native,  or  acquired,  Energy,  habitually  established ;  an 
ardent  attachment  to  Truth;  and  sincere  Piety.     This  attribute  will 
enable  him,  who  possesses  it,  alike  to  encounter  difficulties,  and 
sustain  sufferings ;  to  be  moderate  in  prosperity,  and  serene  in 
adversity;  to  hold  truth,  and  practice  righteousness,  in  opposition 
to  a  world  ;  resolutely  to  perform  his  duty  ;  and  calmly  leave  the 
consequences  to  God.     This  is  the  character,  enjoined  in  the  text. 
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and  urged  in  this  discourse  ;  the  character  of  Moses,  Daniel,  and 
Paul,  and  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  all,  who  approximate  to 
the.standard  of  these  distinguished  men.  How  different  from  that 
of  the  votaries  of  ambition,  already  mentioned.  What  an  appear- 
ance, think  you,  would  the  njan  who  fled  from  Wilna,  Leipsic,  and 
Waterloo,  have  made  before  the  tiery  furnace  of  Nebuchadnezzar, 
or  at  the  mouth  of  the  den  of  Lions'  ? 

2.  The  Importance  of  this  attribute  may  be  in  some  measure 
seen  in  the  following  particulars. 

It  is  repeatedly  enjoined  as  our  duty  in  the  Scriptures. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  an  honourable 
Character:  such,  I  mean,  as  is  solid,  unblemished,  and  enduring. 
No  man,  who  is  seen  to  be  timid,  wavering,  and  imbecile,  can  be 
holden  in  high  estimation.  Whatever  talents  he  may  possess; 
whatever  exploits  he  may  perform  ;  mankind,  if  they  discern,  that 
he  possesses  this  character,  will  soon  regard  him  with  a  mixture  of 
pity  and  contempt.  His  want  of  Independence  will  be  a  blot, 
which  nothing  can  wipe  away. 

It  is  indispensable  to  the  acquisition  of  Confidence. 

No  man  will  confide  in  him,  who.  whatever  other  qualities  he 
may  possess,  is  expected  to  shrink  from  his  duty  in  the  time  of 
trial :  and  who,  instead  of  pursuing  the  straight  and  narrow  path  of 
rectitude,  wanders  onward  in  a  zig  zag  course;  which,  while  it  is 
intended  to  have  the  same  general  direction,  is  also  intended  to 
shun  the  difficulties  and  dangers,  which  may  await  him  in  his  pro- 
gress.    The 

"  Justum  et  tenacem  propositi  virum ;" 

''  The  man  resolved,  and  steady  to  his  trust, 

Inflexible  to  ill,  and  obstinately  just ;" 

is  the  only  object  of  settled,  rational  reliance  in  the  present 
world. 

Hence,  it  is  indispensable  to  almost  all  our  Usefulness.  Little 
can  be  done  in  this  state  of  existence,  and  probably  in  any  other, 
by  an  insulated  individual.  All  extensive  usefulness  is  derived 
from  the  co-operation  of  others  in  the  promotion  of  important  pur- 
poses. To  obtain  this  co-operation,  we  must  have  influence  over 
them.  To  acquire  influence,  we  must  have  their  Confidence : 
and  to  gain  confidence,  we  must  possess  Independence  of  mind. 

It  is  indispensable  to  the  performance  of  almost  every  duty,  private 
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f)r  public.  An  imbecile  mind  performs  the  private  duties  of  life  in 
a  verj  imperfect  manner  ;  by  halves;  in  fragments;  so  as  to  re- 
quire pardon  and  pity ;  not  so  as  to  merit  approbation.  Pub- 
lic duties  are  by  such  a  man  scarcely  done  at  ail.  A  great  part  of 
his  time  is  spent  in  calculating  and  dreading  the  consequences  of 
his  conduct;  in  solicitously  enquiring  what  the  world  will  think, 
and  say,  and  do  ;  in  trembling  Under  the  expectation  of  censure  ; 
in  bartering  his  conscience  for  his  quiet ;  in  endeavouring  to  steal 
into  popularity  by  bending  before  the  breath  of  the  public ;  and  in 
withering  beneath  the  frost  of  popular  odium.  In  all  this  he  only 
cheats  himself  of  the  very  good,  at  which  he  aims.  Were  he  pos- 
sessed of  genuine  intrepidity  ;  he  would  take  the  direct  path  to  the 
character,  which  he  covets.  He  would  be  respected  while  hving, 
and  honoured  when  dead,  by  all  the  wise  and  good,  and  by  most 
even  of  the  foolish  and  wicked. 

It  is  indispensable  to  our  safety  from  temptation,  and  sin.  The 
prevarication  of  Abraham,  and  Isaac  ;  the  reluctance  of  Moses  to 
bear  the  messages  of  God  to  Pharaoh  ;  the  miserable  omission  of 
duty  towards  his  children  in  Eli ;  Peter's  denial  of  his  Master, 
and  his  dissimulation  at  Antioch  ;  all  sprang  from  mental  imbecili- 
ty.  So  have  the  sins  of  thousands  and  millions  of  others  in  suc- 
ceeding periods.  The  Independence,  which  1  am  recommend- 
ing, is  the  garrison  of  the  soul ;  firm  ;  determined  ;  ready  to  de- 
fend the  fortress  against  every  enemy,  and  at  every  hazard. 
AVithout  it,  the  walls  are  broken  down  ;  the  gate  left  open  ;  and 
the  enemy  invited  to  take  an  undisputed  possession. 

It  is  indispensable  to  peace  of  Conscience.  A  feeble,  timid, 
wavering  mind  is  always  in  a  state  of  suspense  about  every  impor- 
tant duty  ;  and  such  suspense  is  another  name  for  wretchedness. 
For  the  omission  of  the  duties  which  it  should  perform,  and  the 
sins,  which,  instead  of  them,  it  has  actually  committed,  it  is  continu- 
ally reproached  by  Conscience,  and  pierced  by  stings  from  which 
it  cannot  retire.  Its  controlling  disposition  is  felt  not  only  to  be 
criminal,  but  base,  and  despicable.  Under  the  sense  of  what  it 
ought  to  have  done,  and  the  consciousness  of  what  it  has  done, 
it  sinks  into  the  dust,  and  sickens  at  every  review  of  its  cha- 
racter. 

The  man,  possessed  of  mental  Independence,  looks  back  on  the 
contrary,  with  a  serene  and  delightful  survey,  to  the  past  events 
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of  his  life.  So  far  as  is  competent  to  the  character  of  human 
beings,  he  has  resolutely,  and  firmly,  done  his  duty.  Instead  of 
shrinking  from  difficulties  and  opposers  ;  he  has  strenuously  over- 
come the  former,  and  vanquished  the  latter.  H\s  path  has,  there- 
fore, been  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  until  the 
perfect  day.  Who  can  fail  to  survey  this  charming  object  with 
pleasure  ?  With  what  delight  must  it  be  viewed  by  the  traveller 
himself?  How  few,  comparatively,  must  be  his  causes  for  regret ! 
How  many  for  self-approbation  ! 

3.  The  Difficulty  of  acquiring,  and  exercising,  Independence  of 
mind  I  shall  illustrate  by  a  single  consideration,  viz.  that  it  is  so  rarely 
found. 

How  few,  even  in  private  life,  are  the  men,  how  few  the  com- 
panions, or  the  friends ;  on  whom  you,  limited  as  is  your  experi- 
ence, would  willingly  rely  in  cases  of  importance  and  difficult}". 
How  far  mOre  rare  will  you  find  such  men,  when  you  become  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  human  character,  and  the  feeble,  irresolute 
disposition  of  the  human  heart.  Multitudes,  indeed,  you  will 
daily  hear  boasting  of  their  Independence.  All  these  are  mere 
bullies.  Their  courage  exists,  and  evaporates,  in  words.  In  the 
time  of  trial  they  will  prove  cowards.  True  Independence 
vaunteth  not  itself,  and  is  not  puffed  up. 

In  this  country  personal  liberty  is  enjoyed  in  as  absolute  a  de- 
gree, as  it  has  been  ever  enjoyed  by  civilized  man.  Yet,  in 
instances  almost  literally  numberless,  the  inhabitants  are  plainly 
destitute  of  the  independent  character,  to  which  they  make  such 
high  pretensions.  What  multitudes  of  them  are  absolutely  slaves 
to  party  ;  and  in  how  many  instances  primarily,  because  they  are 
afraid  to  embrace  truth,  or  practice  righteousness  ?  How  many  of 
them  bow  their  necks  to  that  iron  yoke ;  the  influence  of  dema- 
gogues ?  How  many  of  them  vote  in  direct  contradiction  to  their 
consciences,  and  for  men,  whom  in  their  hearts  they  detest :  and 
all  this  from  the  fear  of  being  censured  by  their  neighbours.  In 
these,  and  in  all  similar,  cases,  instead  of  adhering  to  truth  and 
righteousness ;  the  great  objects,  to  which  our  thoughts  and  actions 
ought  to  be  directed  as  uniformly,  as  the  needle  to  the  pole  5 
the  man  is  awed  and  controlled,  by  the  opinion  of  his  neighbours, 
his  party,  or  the  public.  His  soul  is  a  slave  to  those  around  him ; 
enthralled  in  as  absolute,  and  far  more  degrading,  and  pernicious, 
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bondage,  than  that  of  the  unhappy  African.  How  undeserving 
is  such  a  person  of  the  name  of  a  freeman,  of  which  he  boasts 
so  triumphantl}',  and,  while  he  wears  this  iron  yoke,  so  shame- 
fully. 

Oljiers,  as  we  have  had  the  most  abundant  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing, adopt  the  same  unworthy  conduct  under  the  domination  of 
their  passions.  Not  a  small  number,  from  pride  ;  and  peculiarly 
from  the  pride  of  self-consistency.  They  have  appeared  as  the 
members  and  champions  of  a  party  ;  and,  although  completely  sa- 
tisfied that  they  have  done  wrong,  and  stung  by  their  consciences 
for  the  wrong  which  they  have  done,  they  are  too  proud  to  ac- 
knowledge or  repair  it.  Thus,  goaded  by  this  despicable  pas- 
sion, they  go  on,  in  the  face  of  truth  and  righteousness,  adding 
iniquity  to  iniquity ;  rather  than  by  a  manly  and  honourable  effort 
emancipate  themselves  from  this  wretched  servitude. 

Others,  still,  make  this  sacrifice  from  the  desire  of  oj^ce  and  its 
emoluments.  These  men  are  the  bond  slaves,  partly  of  what  they 
mistake  for  honour,  and  partly  of  avarice  ;  and  barter  their  souls 
for  a  place,  with  an  immensely  corrupt  and  scandalous  prostitu- 
tion of  their  talents ;  in  order  to  obtain  the  wages  of  iniquity. 

This  spirit  spreads  through  the  world  ;  and  pervades  all  ranks, 
and  ages.  In  the  hall  of  legislation  how  often  do  we  hear  it  pro- 
verbially said,  that  this  and  that  man  keeps  his  finger  on  the  key- 
hole of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  secure  popularity.  And  how 
often  does  this  wretched,  shallow  fetch,  this  trick  within  the 
compass  of  a  school  boy's  faculties,  succeed.  How  many  others 
durst  not  vote  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money  for  highly  im- 
portant, and  even  absolutely  necessary,  public  purposes  ;  because 
the  measure  will  be  unpopular,  and  they  dread  the  loss  of  a  re- 
election. Of  what  value  is  such  an  election?  Of  none,  except 
as  it  may  enable  the  candidate  to  do  good.  Yet,  here,  good  is 
not  done;  nor  intended  to  be  done  ;  but  evil.  I  have  seen  a  le- 
gislature, and  one  of  high  reputation,  refuse  to  pay  a  just,  acknow- 
ledged debt ;  a  debt,  demanded  by  the  highest  considerations  of 
gratitude  as  well  as  of  equity  ;  merely  from  the  want  of  honest  in- 
dependence, and  because  the  payment  would  have  been  un- 
popular. 

How  often,  also,  docs  the  Executive  magistrate  shrink  from  the 
execution  of  the  laws ;  and  that,  while  under  the  solemn  obliga- 
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tion  of  his  oath  of  office  ;  because  he  fears  to  give  offence.  How- 
many  of  those  petty  crimes,  which  extensively  disturb  the  peace 
of  Society,  are  sutlered  to  go  on  unmolested;  especially  when 
committed  by  persons  of  some  consequence,  or  by  their  children  ; 
■  because  the  prosecution  of  them  will  he  unpopular,  or  will  at 
least  provoke  the  resentment  of  those,  who  are  to  be  punished. 
"  I  will  set  no  wicked  thing  before  my  eyeS,"  guid  David :  "  I 
hate  the  work  of  them,  who  turn  aside  ;  it  shall  not  cleave  to  me. 
A  froward  heart  shall  depart  from  me  :  I  will  not  know  a  wicfee^ 
person.  Whoso  privily  slandereth  his  neighbour,  him  w;l!  I  cut 
off.  He,  that  telleth  lies  ;  shall  not  tarry  in  my  sight.  I  will  ear- 
ly destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the  land  ;  that  I  may  cit  off  all  wick- 
ed doers  from  the  city  of  the  Lord."  Glorious  magistrate!  of 
whom  it  is  testified  by  the  voice  of  God,  that  he  executed  justice 
and  judgment  unto  all  his  people.. 

A  single  example  of  a  contrary  nature,  painful  to  every  feeling 
of  humanity,  and  shocking  to  every  principle  of  religion,  will  suf- 
ficiently illustrate  the  state  of  our  Israel.  Brothels  exist,  in  great- 
er or  less  numbers,  in  every  considerable  American  city ;  and 
exist  in  peace.  They  stand,  in  a  sense,  under  the  eaves  of  our 
temples ;  and  shade,  and  insult,  the  very  altars  of  Christianity. 
Instead  of  razing  these  nuisances  from  our  land,  not  a  hand  is  lift- 
ed, not  a  voice  is  heard,  against  them.  Except  in  a  solitary  in- 
stance, or  two,  there  has  been  none^  that  has  moved  the  wing,  or 
opened  the  mouth,  or  peeped.  Magistrates  and  ministers,  walk 
quietly  by  these  walls  of  perdition  :  and  sons,  and  even  fathers, 
from  year  to  year,  and  from  age  to  age,  enter  without  molesta- 
tion, without  even  an  admonition,  the  house,  which  is  the  way  to 
hell,  and  go  down  together  to  the  chambers  of  death. 

Christians,  and  particularly  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  are  pro- 
bably more  distinguished  for  Independence  of  mind  than  any  other 
class  of  men.  Yet  how  many  of  both,  like  good  Hezekiah,  ar- 
dently wish  to  have  ;^^ace  in  their  day  ;  so  ardently,  as  to  make 
-  sacrifices,  which  he,  probably,  would  never  have  made.  How 
many  Christians  are  afraid  to  nse  vigorous  measures  for  supporting 
even  a  Minister,  whom  they  love  ;  although  every  day  witnesses 
the  embarrassments,  the  discouragements,  the  distresses,  under 
which  he  labours  fov  the  want  of  such  support.  How  many,  when 
lie  is  attacked  by  the  hands  of  hcresv,  worldliness,  and  hatred. 
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stand  aloof  in  the  time  of  trial ;  and,  witliout  a  serious  effort  to 
befriend  him,  permit  his  enemies  to  drive  him  from  his  place  ;  to 
destroy,  or  at  least  to  impair,  his  usefulness ;  and  to  multiply  suf- 
ferings for  both  him  and  his  family. 

Instances,  also,  are  unhappily  but  too  numerous,  in  which  Mi- 
nisters themselves,  under  all  the  solemn  obligations  of  their  of- 
fice, and  with  all-the  tremendous  motives  before  them,  vehich 
should  prompt  them  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  it  faithfully,  speak 
smooth  things  to  their  hearers,  and  prophesy  deceits  ;  lest  the  downy 
couch,  on  which  they  love  to  repose,  should  be  converted  into  a 
bed  of  thorns.  How  many  fear  to  preach  those  doctrines  of  the 
Gospel,  which  are  especially  painful  and  humiliating  to  the  sinful 
mind.  How  many  are  afraid  to  lift  up  their  voice,  as  a  trumpet, 
against  predominant  vices  ;  against  the  sins  of  part}  ;  against  the 
faults  of  such  members  of  their  congregations,  as  have  weight  and 
influence.  "  Son  of  man,'"'  said  God  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  "  I 
have  set  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel :  therefore 
thou  shalt  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  warn  them  from  me. 
When  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  '  O  wicked  man,  thou  shalt  surely 
die;'  if  thou  dost  not  speak,  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  way, 
that  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ;  but  his  blood  will  I  re- 
quire at  thine  hand.  Nevertheless,  if  thou  warn  the  wicked  of 
his  way,  to  turn  from  it,  if  he  do  not  turn  from  his  way,  he  shall 
die  in  his  iniquity  ;  but  thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul." 

Of  the  late  Mr.  Weld,  of  Attleborough.  in  Massachusetts,  a  dis- 
tinguished Minister  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  said  by  authority,  which 
cannot  be  questioned,  "  As  he  regarded  the  Scriptures  with  the 
most  profound  reverence ;  so  he  taught  the  truths  which  he  be- 
lieved them  to  contain,  in  a  manner  absolutely  undaunted,  and  un- 
warping.  With  the  same  intrepid  spirit  he  reproved  vice,  of  eve- 
ry kind.  Not  a  riot,  not  a  serious  violation  of  order,  not  a  scene 
of  dissipation,  escaped  his  rebukes  from  the  desk.  In  his  paro- 
chial visits  he  addressed  the  truths,  and  duties,  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  family  :  and  while  he  adminis- 
tered the  balm  of  life  to  the  wounded  spirit,  he  gave  the  most  so- 
lemn alarms,  as  well  as  the  most  pungent  reproofs,  to  stubborn- 
ness and  impiety."  Would  to  God,  that  all,  who  prophesy,  pro- 
phesied in  this  manner. 

Let  me  now  ask  you.  my  young  friends,  Which  cf  these  cha- 
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ractcrs  awakens  the  approbation  of  your  own  conscience^?  Are 
you  willing  to  be  the  timid,  wavering  men,  whom  I  have  describ- 
ed ?  Are  you  willing  to  adopt  their  conduct  ?  Are  you  wiUing 
to  bow  your  necks  to  the  yoke  of  party  spirit,  or  pubhc  opinion, 
or  to  the  weight  and  wishes  of  a  few  influential  individuals*,  ta 
truckle  for  popularity  :  to  wade  through  the  mire  of  dependence, 
in  the  train  of  a  demagogue  ;  to  barter  your  consciences  for  suf- 
frages, and  sell  your  souls  for  a  place?  Can  you  enter  the  desk, 
to  insult  your  Maker;  crucifycyour  Redeemer  anew;  and  lead 
your  congregations  to  perdition;  ratlier  than  wound  their  ears  by 
the  painful,  awful  truths  of  the  Gospel,  or  pierce  their  hearts  by 
pungent  reproofs  for  sin  ?  Will  such  a  wretched,  serpentine 
course  commend  you  to  the  eye  of  God ;  give  peace  to  your 
consciences;  blunt  the  thorns  of  a  dying  bed;  spread  your 
pillow  with  down  ;  enable  you  to  approach,  with  comfort  and 
hope,  the  last  tribunal ;  and  be  followed  by  "  well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servants?" 

4.  /  will  now  exhibit  several  Motives  to  the  assumption  of  this 
character  in  Youth. 

That  it  ought  to  be  assumed  by  every  man  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned by  him,  who  has  not  lost  his  senses.  The  observations, 
made  under  the  preceding  heads,  particularly  the  second,  place 
this  truth  beyond  the  limits  of  doubt;  and  the  denial  of  it  beyond 
those  of  decency. 

You  will  here  observe,  that  I  am  not  recommending  to  you 
military  courage.  It  is  ardently  to  be  hoped,  that  for  this  attri- 
bute there  will  be  no  future  occasion  in  our  native  land.  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  God  is  about  to  scatter  finally,  and  throughout  the 
world,  the  people,  who  delight  in  war;  and  that  the  period  is 
near,  in  which  the  righteous  shall  flourish,  with  abundance  of  peace, 
so  long  as  the  moon  endureth.  I  am  urging  upon  you  a  character, 
incomparably  more  rare,  and  incomparably  more  valuable.  It  is 
a  truth,  which  is  proved  by  abundant  experience,  and  of  which 
the  explanation  is  not  difficult,  that  the  Independence  of  mind  re- 
commended in  this  discourse,  is  harder  to  be  assumed  and  exer- 
cised, than  the  spirit,  which  coolly  marches  up  to  '' the  imminent, 
deadly  breach."  The  man,  who  will  face  a  battery  of  cannon 
■without  shrinking,  will  tremble  at  the  thought  of  giving  his  vote,  in 
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opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  party,  or  the  voice  of  popular  opin- 
ion. Feel  then,  that  mental  Independence  is  not  a  thing  of 
course ;  that  it  demands  consideration,  effort,  repetition,  and 
habit;  that  it  involves  conviction,  firmness,  principle,  and  piety. 
If  }ou  realize  not  these  things ;  you  are  not  prepared  for  the  in- 
fluence of  any  motives,  which  I  can  suggest.  Carry  them,  there- 
fore, with  you  through  the  remainder  of  this  discourse. 

Perhaps  you  may  object  to  all,  which  may  be  advanced,  that 
the  attainment  is  bey;ond  your  power ;  and  that  such  Independence 
is  merely  an  endowment,  and  not  an  acquisition.  Why,  let  me  ask 
you  in  answer  to  your  objection,  has  God  required  this  attribute 
at  our  hands?  Why  did  he  require  it  of  Joshua  in  the  text; 
and  of  the  rest  of  mankind  in  other  passages  so  numerous,  as  on 
this  subject  to  constitute  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Scriptures? 
Joshua  was  actually  strong,  and  of  a  good  courage,  to  do  all  the 
words  of  the  law.  Paul  proved  all  things,  and  held  fast  that  which 
is  good.  Vast  multitudes  have  preceded,  and  succeeded,  these 
worthies;  and  many  of  them  have  lived  in  our  own  land,  and  in 
our  own  day.  God  cannot  command  what  men  cannot  perform: 
and  these  men  by  their  actual  assumption  of  this  character  have 
proved,  be} Olid  debate,  the  practicability  of  assuming  it,  wher- 
ever men  will  be  faithful  to  God  and  to  themselves. 

With  these  things  premised,  let  me  urge  you  to  assume  this 
character  in  the  morning  of  life, 

1st.  Because,  otherwise,  there  is  reason  to  fear,  that  you  will  never 
assume  it. 

Your  whole  character  is  soon  to  be  fixed  ;  and,  in  most  in- 
stances, beyond  recall.  The  habits,  of  which  it  will  be  composed, 
are  many  of  them  already  begun.  Many  others  will  soon  be  be- 
gun ;  and  all  at  no  distant  period  of  time  will  be  rivetted.  Parti- 
cularly, the  habit  of  rej^isting  temptations  and  dangers,  or  the  op- 
posite habit  of  yielding  to  them,  invariably  commences  in  youth, 
and  is  established  in  early  manhood.  If  }0"i  an  accustomed  to 
resist;  the  spirit  of  resisting  will  continually  increase  its  strength; 
and  every  instance,  in  which  you  overcome,  will  enable  you  to 
overcome  with  more  ease,  and  more  absolute  success,  in  every  fu- 
ture instance.  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  are  accustomed  to  yield 
to  these  enemies  ;  if  solicitations  to  sin  find  in  you  a  listening  ear, 
a  congenial  heart,  and  ready  hands ;  you  will  at  every  successive 
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period  listen,  and  yield,  with  les*?  and  less  reluctance.  If  you  now 
submit  your  opinions  to  the  opinions,  or  wishes,  of  other? ;  if  you 
conform  your  actions,  either  from  the  dread  of  censure,  or  the 
love  of  applause,  the  weij^ht  nfaiiihonl)  or  tlie  iiiiiuence  of  popu- 
lar opinion,  to  the  coadiict  winch  others  may  choose  to  pursue; 
you  will  soon  become  mere  tioating  wood,  swnnming  backward 
and  forward  with  every  ti  'e.  He,  who  has  been  accustomed  to 
yield,  whatever  may  be  the  impulse,  will  >ooii  oily  yield.  I^. 
who  has  been  accustomed  to  be  overcoiiie,  wili  soon  think  of  no- 
thing but  capitulating,  and  of  maMlig  the  best  terms  in  his  power. 
He  ceases  to  be  a  warrior,  anopposer;  and  isoidy  a  prey. 

As  one  of  these  habits  will  certainly  be  formed  in  your  youth, 
and  will  soon  be  immoveal)ly  rivetted  ;  it  is  a  concern  of  the 
highest  moment  to  every  one  of  you.  that  he  should  choose  and 
establish  that,  which  is  safe,  honojrabie,  the  means  of  virtue,  and 
the  means  of  life ;  rather  than  that,  which  is  disgraceful,  peri- 
lous, and  only  the  means  of  sin,  and  ruin. 

Secondly.  Because  you  will  have  a  noble  opportunity  to  do  your 
duty. 

The  useful  part  of  your  lives  you  will  begin  in  the  possession 
of  this  most  protitable  character.  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
it  is  formed  of  a  vigorous,  habitual  energy,  fixed  principle,  and 
sincere  piety.  What  a  happy  preparation,  at  the  most  hap- 
py period,  for  performing  all  the  duties  of  life!  not  those  only, 
which  are  common  and  easy,  but  those  also,  which  are  great 
and  arduous ;  such,  as  try  the  souls  of  men,  and  show  the  high 
superiority  of  worth,  which  a  ftw  individuals  obtain  over  the 
mass.  With  what  an  enviable,  what  a  mighty,  advantage  wilJ  you 
enter  upon  the  career  of  life!  Timid,  wavering  minds  begin  this 
career,  incumbered  with  clogs,  shackles,  and  fetters.  Often  they 
stop  :  not  unfrequently  they  go  backward.  At  the  best,  their  pro- 
gress is  that  of  a  snail ;  heavy,  scarcely  perceivable,  and  made  in 
the  dirt.  At  every  step  they  are  compelled  to  inquire  what  ob- 
stacles lie  in  their  way;  what  the  world  will  think;  who  will  op- 
pose, and  censure  ;  who  will  or  will  not  give  them  votes;  and,  if 
Mmisters  of  the  Gospel,  whether  their  doctrines  will,  or  will  not, 
be  popular,  and  whether  their  reproofs  will  be  borne,  or  resented. 
They  bend  to  every  breeze  ;  and  by  a  blast,  of  no  great  violence. 
are  overthrown.     All  these  wretched  hindrances  you  will  escape. 


>3-i  t>N  INDEPENDEiNCE  OF  MIND.  j^SER.  XXVIir, 

With  a  steady  eye  marking  only  your  duty,  you  will  proceed  in  a 
straight,  and  tirnri  course  to  perform  it.  The  mountain  of  difliculty 
before  you  will  regularly  become  a  plain.  The  God,  whom  you 
will  thus  faithfully  serve,  will  wither  the  opposition  of  \ our  ene- 
mies ;  and  make  the  obstacles  to  your  duly  vanish  ;  or  if  they  are 
suiTered  to  remain,  will  enable  you  steadily  to  ascend  and  triumph. 
How  desirable  will  be  such  a  progress!  Desirable,  because  it  is 
esnrly  begun,  and  therefore  long  continued  ;  because  it  is  freed 
from  the  usual  diffieulties  of  this  embarrassed  life  ;  because  it  is 
only  a  career  of  victory.  How  tnuch  duty  will  you  have  done, 
when  you  come  to  a  dying  bed?  What  blessings  will  you  have 
been  to  mankind  ?  What  vessels  of  honour  and  usefulness,  in  the 
house  of  your  master  !  If  you  have  devoted  yourselves  to  the  du- 
ties of  Civil  life  ;  you  will  be  able,  with  David,  when  your  course 
is  finished,  to  say,  "•  1  have  behaved  myself  wisely  in  a  perfect  way." 
If  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  you  may  boldly  declare  to  those,  who 
have  heard  you,  "  1  take  you  to  record,  this  day,  that  I  am  pure 
from  the  blood  of  all  men  :  for  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto 
you  all  the  counsel  of  God." 

Thirdly.  Because  it  is  Safe. 

In  the  possession  of  this  independence  you  will  be  safe  from  the 
domination  of  your  own  Passions  :  for  the  subjugation  of  passion  is  a 
part  of  its  nature.  A  weak,  wavering  man  is  continually  galled  and 
jaded  by  his  passions;  particularly,  by  his  love  of  applause,  and 
popularity,  his  fear  of  censure,  and  his  dread  of  being  alone,  either 
in  his  opinions  or  practices.  In  this  njanner  he  is  perpetually 
driven  from  what  he  thinks  right,  and  goaded  into  what  he  knows 
to  be  wrong.  You,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  possession  of  this 
high  attribute  will  lay  your  passions  at  your  feet;  and  on'y  call 
them  in,  as  servants,  to  your  aid,  as  you  find  occasion  may  require. 
What  a  mighty  deliverance  will  even  this  be. 

The  wavering  man,  also,  will  be  perpetually  solicited  by  a  thou- 
sand Tempters;  because  they  expect  him  (o  yield  of  course:  and 
every  temptation  will  tind  him  unprepared,  feeble,  and  defenceless. 
Few  tempters,  on  the  contrary,  will  approa<h  yon  ,•  because  they 
will  know,  that  they  cannot  prevail.  Who  would  have  offered  a 
bribe  to  Aristides,  have  solicited  Washington  to  betray  his  coun- 
try; or  have  asked  Paul  to  pervert  the  truth  ?  The  temptations 
also,  which  actually  assail  you,  will  find  you  guarded  at  all  points. 
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You  will  not  enter  upon  this  war  without  money,  without  arnns, 
without  soldiers  ;  but  with  twenty  thousand  will  gofurlh  to  meet  him, 
that  Cometh  against  you  with  ten  thousand.  What  i>  more,  infinite- 
ly more,  you  wih  be  \v  iiclied  b)  the  Oinniscient  e}e.  and  pro- 
tected b)  the  Aiinii^bty  h;iiid.  of  God.  ^  I  will  iitver  leave  thee, 
nor  fors;»ke  thee,"  is  a  promise,  in  a  pet  uliar  sense  appropriated 
to  Christians,  dttenwned  to  do  their  duty. 

Nor  will  you  find,  at  all.  thi  same  xtxali'iufi.  and  cmharrassme, 
from  your  f'llow-me.  Few  persoiss  think  of  contending  agaii 
the  public  conduct  of  (he  Legislator,  or  the  Magistrate,  who  is  be- 
lieved from  principle  fa  U>f»Hly,  and  firmi}.  to  do  what  he  thinks 
right.  The  M.iii?ter.  who  is  acknowledged  to  adhere  undauntedly 
to  the  truth  of  tl>e  Scriptures,  will  be  quietly  permitted  to  preach 
whatever  he  believes  to  be  truth. 

Fourthly.   Bccuusf  it  is  Honourable. 

Look  back  upon  the  history  of  man  ;  and  tell  me  who,  in  your 
own  opinion,  have  been  the  honourable  members  of  the  human 
race.  Is  one  warping,  wavering  man  in  the  number?  Among  all 
those,  who  have  sacrificed  their  own  judgment,  and  consciences, 
to  the  opinion  of  others,  to  the  dread  of  censure,  to  the  love  of 
popularity  and  applause,  to  the  desire  of  advancement,  to  the  lust 
for  otiice,  is  there  a  single  Washington;  a  Chatham;  an  Alfred- 
a  Gustavus  ;  an  Anstides;  a  Leonidas  ;  a  Judas  Maccabeus-  an 
Apostle;  a  Prophet;  or  a  Patriarch?  How  infinitely  different  is 
this  conduct  from  that  of  the  Saviour  of  Mankind;  who  set  his 
face  as  a  flint,  against  the  opposing  opinions,  slanders,  and  persecu- 
tions, of  the  whole  nation,  in  which  ho  was  born  ;  and  sealed  the 
truth  of  his  testimony  on  the  accursed  tree.  Glory,  and  honour  in 
the  supreme  and  immortal  sense,  belong  only  to  those,  who  patient- 
ly or  as  it  is  in  the  original. ^rm/i/  and  perseveringly,  continue  in 
rcell-doing.  These  are  the  men,  whom  in  your  consciences  you 
respect  and  reverence.  These  are  tlie  men,  who  are  rever- 
enced by  mankind;  who  receive  here,  and  throughout  eternal 
ages  will  receive  hereafter,  tht  honour,  which  cometh  from  God 
only.  These  are  the  greatest,  while  wavering  Christians,  although 
really  possessing  the  christian  character,  will  be  the  least,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven;  and  while  few.  very  few,  among  all  those 
who  yield  themselves  to  mental  bondage,  will  ever  be  found  in 
the  regions  of  life. 
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Fifthly.   Because  it  is  helightfuL 

All  the  observations,  which  have  been  already  made,  illustrate 
this  important  truth.  The  character,  which  is  safe,  useful,  and 
honourable,  cannot  but  be  pleasant  to  the  possessor.  This,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  being  ail.  The  Independence,  which  1  am  urg- 
ing, is  the  direct  source  of  peace  in  the  soul ;  the  peace  derived 
from  an  approving  conscience,  and  an  approving  God  ;  the  begin- 
nj^,  and  the  end,  of  all  sincere  eiijOyinent.  In  its  retrospective 
views  it  tinds  a  iniiltitude  of  ob^ecis  on  which  its  e)e  fastens  with 
delight,  and  over  which  Consctence  sheds  a  perpetual  sunshine. 
Its  prospects,  as  filure  designs,  still  brighter  and  better  with  con- 
tinually increasing  excellen<e,  are  a  regular  progress  in  the  high 
way  of  holiness  towards  the  paradise  of  God.  Temptations  may 
betide;  dangers  may  multiply;  and  sufferings  may  threaten  :  but 
the  Ctiristian  hero,  possessing  his  soul  in  the  fortitude  of  the  Gos- 
pel, will  be  able  to  say,  "  None  of  these  things  move  me  ;  neither 
count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  1  may  tinish  my  couree 
with  joy."  Secure  of  the  smiles  of  God,  on  death  he  will  look 
with  serenity  ;  and  to  the  world  be}()nd  the  grave  with  hope, 
which  maketh  not  ashamed.  There  he  will  see  a  divine  reward 
prepared  for  him  ;  a  crown  of  glor},  at  the  sight  of  which  earthly 
diadems  are  changed  into  dross  and  dirt:  and  there  he  will  be 
welcomed  to  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  the  spirits 
of  just  men  made  perfect,  as  a  glorious  addition  to  their  number. 
and  their  joys. 

M^  Young  Friends,  You  have  begun  life  with  many  blessings, 
promises,  and  hopes.  Your  behaviour,  while  under  my  care, 
has  strongly  recommended  you  to  my  affection.  You  go  into  the 
world  with  my  best  wishes,  and  my  fervent  prayers.  May  the 
Lord  God  be  with  you  and  make  your  way  through  life  prosperous  ! 
May  he  enable  you  to  be  strong,  and  very  courageous,  to  do  all  the 
Tvords  of  his  law,  and  not  to  turn  from  it  to  the  right  hand,  or  to  the 
left.  In  this  way  you  will  find  life  a  blessing  to  yourselves.  In 
this  way  you  will  be  blessings  to  your  fellow  men.  In  this  way 
the  rod  and  staff  of  the  g'  odS/npherdw'iW  support  you,  as  you  pass 
through  the  valley  of  th(  shadow  nf  death  :  and  in  this  way  you  will 
ascend  to  immortal  glor^  be)ond  the  grave. 
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Galatians  vi.  10. 

As  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  ns  do  good  unto  all  men  ,*  cs- 
pecially  unto  them,  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith. 

This  passage  of  Scripture  is  founded  upon  that,  which  imme- 
diate)} precedes  it,  "  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing:  for 
in  due  time  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not."  That,  which  we  may 
be  expected  in  this  case  to  reap,  is  mentioned  in  the  8th  verse; 
viz.  life  everlasting.  The  orijr'^'al  language  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  9th  verse  is.  To  8s  xaXovwejsvrsg,  fAig  sxxaxwfASv:  literally, 
"  While  we  are  doing  that,  which  is  morall)  excellent,  beautiful, 
or  lovely  ;  let  us  not  flag  :"  "  let  us  not  lose  our  energy,  nor  be- 
come feeble  and  spiritless  in  our  exertions."  On  the  contrary, 
let  us  always  be  vigorous,  and  animated,  in  the  performance  of 
this  ureat  duty.  The  original  words  rendered,  let  us  do  good,  are 
s^a^ufisSa  TO  ayakv :  "•  let  us  labour  that  which  is  good,"  i.  e.  "  let 
us  cio  li  with  the  diligence  and  exertion,  with  which  industrious 
men  labour  in  their  ordinary  business."  From  a  comparison  of 
this  phraseology  we  learn,  that  that,  which  is  to  be  done  by  us,  is 
not  only  to  be  beneficial  to  mankind,  but  is  to  be  done  with  such 
a  disposition  as  will  render  the  performance  morally  excellent 
and  lovely  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  labour 
in  this  employment  with  firm  resolution,  and  unremitted  en- 
ergy- 
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This  duty  we  are  required  to  perform,  especiallyAowards  those, 
who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.  For  this  part  of  the  injunction, 
obvious,  and  ample  reasons  may  without  any  d  ffirult}  be  alleged. 
But  the  time  will  not  permit  me  to  consider,  either  the  reasons,  or 
the  injunction  itself.  I  shall,  therefore,  coiifine  my  observations 
to  the  general  precept  in  the  text;  which  requires  us 

To  do  good  unto  all  men,  as  we  have  opportunity. 
^The  first  care  of  every  man  is  undoubtedly  to  be  employed,  in 
all  ordinary  cases,  upon  himself;  and  the  next,  upon  his  family. 
The  reasons  are  plain  and  decisive.  God  has  committed  these 
objects  peculiarly  to  him.  To  them  he  can  do  more  good  than 
to  any  others  ;  as  they  are  always  withfn4)is  reach  ;  as  their  wants 
are  more  immediately  and  perfectly  known  to  him;  and  as  he 
can  suppi}  them  more  easily,  more  uniformi},  and  more  effectu- 
ally, than  he  can  those  of  any  other  persons.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  observe,  that  what  is  true  of  their  wants  is  equally  true  of 
all  their  other  interests.  In  addition  to  this  it  is  to  be  remepji- 
bered,  that,  unless  he  perform  the  dut)  here  specified,  it  wil!^ 
never  be  performed  :  for  his  fellow-men  will  never  take  the 
charge  of  it  upon  themselves. 

But,  beside  this  great  and  indispensable  duty  of  all  men,  it  is  in 
the  power  of  all  to  do  some,  and  of  most  to  do  much,  g'.od  to  others^ 
who  are  not  their  immediate  connections.  The  perforinance  of  this 
duty  I  consider  as  the  great  object  of  the  apo>lle  in  the  text ;  an 
object,  worthy  of  his  commission,  of  his  inspiration,  and  of  the 
glorious  Being,  by  whom  he  was  inspired. 

What  SL  Paw/ thought  it  proper  thus  solemnly  to  enjoin  upon 
all,  to  whom  the  Gospel  should  come,  I  shall  endeavour  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  my  audience  ;  and,  particularly,  upon  the 
youths,  for  whom  the  present  Discourse  is  e>p<ciaMy  intended. 

You  are  now,  my  young  friends,  about  to  take  your  leave  of  the 
Seminary,  in  which  you  have  received  }our  principal  education, 
and  the  principal  mean;?  of  enabling  you  to  live  u-efiilly  and  ho- 
nourably in  the  world.  I  liave  heretofore  given  you  many  in- 
structions, kindly,  and  sincerely,  I  know,  and  as  I  hope  usefully 
to  you.  The  last,  winch  a<  a  body  you  will  ever  receive  from 
me,  I  am  to  give  to  you  now.  If  they  are  not  profitable  to  you,  I 
intend,  that  it  shall  not  be  m)  fault.  Your  past  behaviour,  while 
nnder  my  instruction,  merits  my  cordial  commendation ;  and  for- 
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bids  me  to  entertain  a  single  doubt  that  the  instructions,  which  I 
now  address  to  you,  will  be  received  with  candour  and  good-will. 
I  hope  they  will  not  be  forgotten. 

The  first  class  of  benefits,  which  you  are  required  to  confer 
upon  your  fellow-men,  and  which  will  ordinarily  be  more  in  your 
power  than  any  other,  is  formed  of  such  ^  as  are  naturally  involved 
in  the  peculiar  employments^  to  which  you  will  hereafter  devote 
yourselves.  These  to  an  observing  man  will  usually  be  obviOTl^ 
and  by  all  men  will  be  acknowledged  to  be  indispensable  parts  of 
your  duty.  Whether  you  betake  yourselves  to  the  pursuit  of  Ag- 
riculture, Commerce,  Law,  Medicine,  or  Theology  ;  whether  you 
are  found  in  private  or  public  stations ;  it  will  be  admitted  by  each 
of  you,  that  the  business,  to  which  you  are  thus  addicted,  ought 
to  be  performed  faithfully  by  yourselves,  and  usefully  to  others. 
But  this  class  of  beneficial  efforts  I  shall  not  insist  upon  at  the 
present  time.  My  chief  object  is  to  urge  upon  you  a  beneficence/ 
collateral  to  this ;  a  beneficence,  which  will  be  suggested  to  yoU 
almost  daily  by  passing  events ;  which  it  will  be  in  your  power  to 
render  without  neglecting  your  professional  duties  ;  which  in  sin- 
gle cases  will  often  be  of  more  importance  than  such  of  those  du- 
ties, as  can  be  performed  within  an  equal  period  ;  which,  united, 
may  be  justly  considered  as  of  inestimable  value;  and  which  on 
all  these  accounts  is  indispensably  required  of  you  by  your  Makei". 
Let  me  now  point  out  to  you  some  of  the  ways,  in  which  you 
may  advantageously  exert  this  beneficence  towards  your  fel- 
low-men. 

As  a  preliminary  to  all  the  observations,  which  will  be  made  in 
this  discourse,  I  shall  suppose  you  to  be  established  in  some  use- 
ful business ;  which  will  furnish  you  with  competent  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  in  the  prosecution  of  which,  if  faithful  to  yourselves, 
you  will  acquire  in  some  good  degree  reputation  and  influence. 
In  this  situation  let  me  urge  upon  you,  not  merely  as  generous 
and  honourable  conduct,  but  as  a  duty  to  God  and  to  mankind, 
from  which  you  cannot  be  released,  such  encouragement  of  well-be- 
haved young  meyi,  as  they  may  need,  and  as  it  may  be  in  your  power 
to  furnish  them  without  too  serious  inconvenience  to  yourselves. 
Young  men,  at  their  entrance  into  life,  are  apt  to  feel  all  the  dif- 
ficulties, really  involved  in  their  circumstances  ;  and  usually  many 
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more,  which  are  chiefly  imaginary.  These,  however,  operate  on 
their  minds  with  the  same  force,  as  if  they  were  real.  The  field 
is  to  them  new  and  unlimited  ;  and  the  objects,  which  it  contains, 
are  numerous,  and  for  that  reason  perplexing.  Naturally,  they 
fasten  their  eyes  on  those  which  are  forbidden.  By  the  number 
of  these  objects,  they  are  perplexed:  by  their  nature,  they  are 
disheartened.  During  a  period  to  comcof  greater  or  less  length, 
many  oi' you,  should  Providence  prolong) our  lives,  may  not  im- 
probably find  yourselves  in  this  very  situation.  Very  many  others 
have  been  in  it  before  you  ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  have  sur- 
mounted the  obstacles,  which  lay  in  their  way  to  success.  This 
extensive  experience  proves,  that  they  are  less  formidable,  and 
ought  to  be  less  discouraging,  than  you  will  imagine  them.  When 
you  shall  have  triumphed  over  them  all ;  let  me  exhort  you  to  re- 
member the  anxiety  and  despondence,  which  you  felt  in  these 
circumstances  :  and  from  your  own  sufferings  learn  to  feel,  and 
to  relieve,  the  sufferings  of  such  as  come  after  }ou.  To  be  the 
friend  of  young  men  is  to  sustain  one  of  the  most  respectable  cha- 
racters, and  to  act  one  of  the  most  useful  parts,  ordinarily  within 
the  reach  of  a  person,  even  of  distinguished  worth.  It  is  to  com- 
fort the  heart,  sustain  and  invigorate  the  energy,  multiply  the 
blessings,  and  expand  the  usefulness,  of  many  youths,  fitted,  both 
by  their  endowments  and  their  dispositions,  to  become  benefac- 
tors to  mankind.  At  the  same  time  the  good,  to  be  done,  may  be 
accomplished  in  most  cases  with  very  little  self-denial  or  incon- 
venience. Often,  advice  may  be  all  that  is  necessary  :  not  un- 
frequently,  countenance:  and  at  times,  sympathy.  Should  other 
aid  be  needed  ;  he,  who  communicates  it,  will  be  the  more  de- 
serving ;  and  enjoy  the  satisfaction  regularly  springing  from  pure 
beneficence. 

Another  mode  of  doing  good,  which  will  be  extenvsively  in  your 
power,  is  to  befriend  Education  ;  particidarly  that,  which  is  furnish- 
ed by  parochial  schools.  On  this  copious  subject  I  can  only  give 
hints. 

It  is  proverbially  acknowledged,  that,  independently  of  the 
operations  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  the  character  of  men  is  chiefly 
formed  by  the  discipline  of  childhood :  and  in  our  own  country  a 
great  part  of  this  discipline  is  furnished  by  parochial  schools. 
New  England  justly  claims  the  reputation  of  having  distinguished 
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herself  by  an  attention  to  these  Institutions,  which,  to  say  the 
least,  is  uncommon;  and  no  part  of  New  England,  perhaps,  more 
than  this  State.  Yet  it  is  uinjue^tionably  true,  that  our  own  sys- 
tem is  in  many  respects  lamentably  imperfect.  Often,  this  is  in 
various  particulars  the  character  of  the  nistructors  ;  and  always, 
as  I  believe,  of  the  scheme  of  instruction.  E\:en  the  modes,  in 
which  reading,  writing,  and  spelling,  are  customarily  taught,  are 
extremely  defective  5  and  seem  rather  to  have  been  the  result  of 
accident  than  of  thought.  The  time,  spent  in  learning  to  read 
and  write  badly,  is  from  twice  to  six  times  what  would  be  neces- 
sary to  learn  both  well.  The  waste  might  easily  be  applied  to 
the  attainment  of  other  knowledge,  confessedly  of  great  value. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  subject  is  of  very  serious  impor- 
tance :  since  it  must  affect,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  well-be- 
ing of  the  whole  rising  generation.  Comparatively,  however,  it 
is  insignificant.  Moral  and  religious  instruction,  an  object  of  far 
higher  consequence,  there  is  reason  to  fear,  is  often  either  wholly 
neglected,  or  administered  with  such  carelessness,  as  is  nearly  al- 
lied to  absolute  neglect ;  or  is  given  so  erroneously  and  imper- 
fectly, as  to  be  little  better,  and  sometimes  perhaps  worse,  than 
none.  There  are  undoubtedly  cases,  widely  and  happily  differ- 
ent from  all  these  ;  but,  it  is  to  be  feared,  they  are  far  fewer  than 
a  good  man  would  wish. 

Were  every  schoolmaster  to  comprehend  the  extent  and  im- 
portance of  his  office  ;  were  he  at  the  same  time  a  Christian  ;  or 
would  he  even  act  as  a  Christian;  and  were  the  scheme  of  in- 
struction to  be  formed  on  the  principles,  taught  in  the  Gospel  ; 
he  would  become  a  preacher  of  righteousness  to  his  little  flock  ; 
and  his  instructions  hopeful  means  of  their  piety.  To  parents, 
who  trained  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord,  he  would  become  in  this  case  a  powerful  aid  ;  and  to 
those,  who  did  not,  the  best  of  all  substitutes.  In  this  case  every 
child  in  the  community,  who  was  sent  to  school,  would  in  a  good 
degree  receive  a  religious  education  ;  and  be  hopefully  prepared 
to  be  virtuous  here,  and  happy  hereafter. 

The  change,  which  would  be  made  in  the  character  of  the 
next  generation,  were  a  complete  reformation  to  take  place  in 
both  particulars,  would,  1  suspect,  be  greater  than  the  most  san- 
guine man  can  be  easily  induced  to  believe.     To  effectuate  snch 
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a  chaoge,  what  labours  ought  to  be  grudged  ?  Who,  that  has  in- 
fluence, can  excuse  himself  from  attempting  it  ?  Here,  my  young 
friends,  is  a  field  of  usefulness  opened  to  you,  vast,  deeply  inter- 
esting to  every  wise  and  good  man,  and  inviting  every  exertion, 
which  in  consistence  wilh  your  other  duties  you  will  be  able  to 
make.  Let  me  exhort  you  here  to  employ  all  those  etibrts, 
which,  within  these  limits,  the  importance  of  the  subject  plainly 
requij?es :  and,  let  me  add,  you  will  become  benefactors  to  your 
country  on  no  common  ^cale. 

The  utility  of  instituting  Sun3ai/  Schools  is  now,  and  but  for  un- 
fortunate prejudices  would  always  K&ve  been,  universally  ac- 
knowledged. Wherever  they  are  necessary,  (and  they  are  ne- 
cessary in  many  more  places  than  we  are  ready  to  suspect,)  all 
the  arguments  plead  for  the  same  strenuous  exertions  to  promote 
and  improve  them,  which  can  be  urged  in  behalf  of  others. 

Another  duty,  to  which  I  exhort  you,  is  to  allay  the  prejudices, 
and  the  heat,  of  party  spirit  in  your  native  country.  I  have  a1| 
ways  taught  you,  that  you  are  under  high  obligations  to  judge  in^ 
every  case  for  yourselves  ;  that  you  are  bound  to  judge  conforma- 
bly to  argument  and  evidence  ;  and  that  for  your  use,  or  abuse,  of 
this  privilege  you  must  hereafter  give  an  account  to  your  Creator. 
Judge  for  yourselves  concerning  political,  as  well  as  other,  sub- 
jects. But,  whatever  political  opinions  you  may  form,  it  will  be 
impossible  for}ou,  unless  destitute  of  candour  and  honest  inves- 
tigation, not  to  discern,  that  the  prejudices,  the  fervour,  and  the 
bitterness,  of  party  spirit  are  incapable  of  vindication.  I  may  be 
permitted  to  think  differently  from  my  neighbour ;  but  I  am  not 
permitted  to  hate  him,  nor  to  quarrel  with  him,  merely  because 
he  thinks  differently  from  me. 

It  will  probably  be  allowed  by  most  men,  that  our  countrymen 
have  spent  a  sufficient  time  in  hostilities  against  each  other.  We 
have  entertained  as  many  unkind  thoughts,  uttered  as  many  bitter 
speeches,  called  each  other  by  as  many  hard  names,  and  indulged 
as  much  unkindness  and  malignity  ;  as  might  satisfy  our  worst 
enemies,  and  as  certainly  ought  to  satisfy  us.  From  all  these  ef- 
forts of  ill-will  we  have  not  derived  the  least  advantage.  A  sober 
man,  taking  even  a  transient  retrospect  of  the  affairs  of  our  coun- 
try, will  perceive  with  a  mere  glance  of  the  eye,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  these  contentions  has,  from  their  dawn  to  the  present 
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hour,  been  only  malignant ;  and  that  its  sole  consequence  to  our 
country  has  been  a  tendency  to  place  it  in  a  state  of  regular  suf- 
fering, a  id  dechue.  In  the  mean  time  the  peace  of  society,  of 
neiyhbourlioods.  of  congregations,  and  even  of  families  and 
churches,  has  been  often  disturbed,  and  sometimes  broken  up. 
Friends  and  biolhers  have  ceased  to  be  friends  and  brothers;  and 
professing  Christians  have  dishoiioured  the  religion  whicl^hey 

professed.  ^..^^^^J^^"  ^^^^^^9h 

It  is  unnecessary  to  consider  any  longer  the  painful  side  of  this 
subject.  It  is  impossible,  tli^t  tliese  things  should  be  justified  to 
the  conscience  of  man,  unless  seared  as  with  an  hot  iron.  It  is 
certainly  impossible,  that  tiiey  should  be  justified  before  God  :  for 
they  are  all  gross  violations  of  the  great  law  of  love,  by  which  he 
governs  the  universe.  They  cannot  be  followed  by  his  blessing : 
they  have  been  followed  only  by  his  curse. 

When  you  shall  have  been  fixed  in  your  future  business,  your 
places  of  residence,  and  in  the  influence,  which,  if  you  are  willing 
to  comply  with  the  injunction  in  the  text,  it  is  rationally  hoped 
and  believed,  you  will  obtain  ;  it  will  be  in  your  power,  at  least 
within  a  little  circle  around  you,  to  mitigate,  I  hope  it  will  be  in 
your  power  to  exterminate,  these  deplorable  evils.  You  may, 
perhaps,  be  discouraged  from  the  attempt  by  the  knowledge,  that 
they  have  hitherto  raged  without  intermission,  and  without  any 
appearance  of  decay.  Be  not  disheartened  by  this  consideration. 
It  is  alleged  in  vain.  None  have  tried  to  assuage  them  :  or,  if  at- 
tempts have  been  made,  they  have  been  the  feeble,  heartless  ef- 
forts of  sloth  and  discouragement.  Were  exertions  of  this  nature 
adopted  with  wisdom,  and  made  in  earnest ;  the  effects,  I  am  per- 
suaded, would  be  greater  and  better,  than  most  even  among  san- 
guine men  can  be  induced  to  believe.  Families,  neighbourhoods, 
and  even  larger  societies,  both  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  would,  I 
am  satisfied,  assume  a  new  face;  become  more  candid,  just  and 
friendly  ;  and  beyond  measure  be  more  happily  united  in  doing 
good  to  each  other. 

Among  the  dreadful  consequences  of  party  spirit  it  is  one,  and 
obviously  the  most  dreadful,  that  it  forbids  the  progress  of  Reli- 
gion. Men  are  so  engaged,  under  the  ihfluence  of  this  spirit,  by 
the  objects  which  especially  excite  it,  as  to  have  no  time  even  for 
the  serious  consideration,  much  less  for  the  earnest  promotion,  of 
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others.  Were  this  not  the  fact ;  the  spirit  itself  is  hostile  to  every 
thing  sacred  ;  to  Religion,  to  the  soul,  and  to  its  Maker.  "  The 
fruit  of  righteousness,"  says  St.  Jannes,  "  is  sown  in  peace  of  them 
that  make  peace."  The  seed,  from  which  this  Divine  fruit 
springs,  is  sown,  with  either  success  or  hope,  only  in  a  state  of 
peace  5  i.  e.  in  a  state  of  piiet,  extending  through  the  little  circle 
in  wMch  it  is  sown  ;  of  domestic,  neighbourly,  and  congregational, 
peace;  wh^e  those  immediately  concerned  are  peaceful,  and 
friendly  to  each  other.  The^xharacter  of  those  among  whom, 
and  of  those  by  whom,  it  is  sown  ;  mi,i<t  he  the  same.  Otherwise, 
good  as  the  seed  is,  brought  as  it  was  from  heaven,  and  produc- 
tive as  it  naturally  is  of  immortal  fruit;  it  wijl.be  lost  on  the  way 
side,  or  on  stony  ground,  or  scattered  on  wa^s,  covered  with 
thorns  and  briers.  To  the  accomplishment  of  thill?<leplorable  is- 
sue every  party  zealot  contributes  his  full  share.  ^Nj 

I  am  well  aware,  that  your  best  and  wisest  efforts,  eveS^Vhen 
commended  to  the  acceptance  and  blessing  of  God  by  the  incenfSQ 
of  daily,  faithful,  fervent  prayer,  may  nevertheless  fail  Those,  i 
among  whom  you  labour,  may  have  so  long  and  so  outrageously 
provoked  the  indignation  of  the  Most  High,  as  to  be  given  over  to 
judicial  blindness.  He  ma}'  sa)  of  them,  as  he  said  of  old, 
"  Ephraim  is  Joined  to  idols  :  let  him  alone."  Should  this  be  the 
melancholy  fact ;  you  will  still  find  ample  rewards  for  all  your  ef- 
forts, and  for  all  your  self-denial,  in  this  labour  of  love.  Yo»  will 
obtain  the  a()probation  of  your  consciences;  that  peace  ofnnnd, 
that  delightful  sunshine  o^i  the  world  within,  which  springs  from 
every  honest  endcavoijr  to  do  good  You  will  secure  the  appro- 
bation of  your  Make  r.  Blessed."  said  the  Saviour  of  mankind, 
"  are  the  peace  makers :  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of 
God." 

The  claims  of  the  poor,  as  an  object  of  general  contemplation, 
are  probably  a  mitted  by  all  men  in  all  Christian  countries.  Cer- 
tainly they  are  admitted  here.  From  the  injunctions,  commenda- 
tions, and  promises,  given  in  the  Scriptures  concerning  the  alle- 
viation of  their  distresses,  it  is  certain,  that  this  duty  holds  a  high 
rank,  and  that  the  performance  of  it  is  indispensable,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  God. 

It  is  one  thini{  to  admit  claims:  it  is  another  to  satisfy  them. 
The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  adequate  relief  of  the  poor  in  this 
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country,  I  suspect,  is  not  covetousness.  This  undoubtedly  has  an 
extensive,  as  well  as  malignant,  ififluence.  But  the  chief  misfor- 
tunes, if  I  mistake  not,  are.  the  iiihoraiire  which  prevails  of  the 
situation,  particularly  of  the  necessities  and  sniferings  of  those, 
who  are  the  proper  objects  of  pecuuiary  charit)  ;  and  the  want  of 
a  well  devised  system  of  relief.  Formerly  the  persons  of  this 
class  were  so  few,  and  so  well  known  ;  that  their  sufferings  could 
hardly  be  concealed,  or  mistaken.  Now,  though  (cw  in  e<)rhpa- 
rison  with  the  same  class  in  other  countries,  they  are  multiplied 
every  where ;  and  in  some  places  have  become  numerous.  Of 
course,  new  measures  are  demanded.  The  first  thing,  to  be  done, 
is  to  learn  their  real  situation.  This  is  a  task,  which  belongs  to 
every  body,  and  therefore  is  done  by  nobody.  The  next  is  to 
point  out  the  manner,  in  which  their  waiits  may  be  best  supplied. 

The  best  of  all  charitable  efforts  for  this  purpose  is  to  furnish 
the  poor  with  means,  and  modes,  wherever  it  can  be  done,  of  sup- 
porling  themselves  But  for  suchari  effort,  property,  intelligence, 
and  attentive  consideration,  are  all  iIldi^pensable.  The  poor 
have  neither.  They  must  all,  therefore,  be  furnished  by  others. 
By  taking  upon  yourselves  this  interesting  and  beneficial  employ- 
ment, and  pursuing  it  to  its  proper  issue,  you  will  render  an  im- 
portant service  to  mankind  ;  obtain  the  approbation  of  your  own 
consciences;  and  secure  the  promise  of  a  blessing  from  your  Ma- 
ker. 

Formerly  the  children  of  the  poor  were,  under  the  authority  of 
law,  regularly  apprenticed  to  farmers,  mechanics,  and  others, 
throughout  most  parts  of  New  England  ;  and  were  thus  by  a  pro- 
per education,  and  the  acquisition  of  industrious,  sober,  frugal  ha- 
bits, enabled,  instead  of  becoming  burdens  and  nuisances  to  the 
community,  to  support  themselves,  and  to  acquire  property  and 
character.  Whoever  shall  revive  the  regular  execution  of  this 
law  will  confer  an  invaluable  benefit  upon  his  country  ;  and  in  all 
probability  preserve  a  multitude  of  his  fellow-creatures  from  ruin 
in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

There  are  many  other  objects,  to  which  if  the  occasion  would 
permit,  1  might  advantageously  direct  your  attention,  as  furnish- 
ing many  opportunities  of  doing  good  to  your  fellow-men  ;  such 
as  the  promotion  of  useful  industry,  and  well  directed  enterprisCj 
in  the  various  business  of  man ;  of  frugality  and  moderation  in 
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living;  the  accumulation  of  valuable  books  in  Social  libraries; 
the  advancement  of  education  in  its  higher  branches  ;  and  parti- 
cularly of  the  interests  of  this  Seminar},  entitled  by  the  benefits 
which  it  has  conferred  upon  you  to  your  grateful,  and  b}  its  i;enc- 
ral  importance,  to  your  vigorous,  support.  But  the  time  obliges 
me  to  pass  by  these  interesting  theme?  of  discussion  ;  and  to  de- 
vote the  remainder  of  my  discourse  to  an  object  of  still  higher  im- 
portance ;  the  promotion  of  Rt^igion.  In  consecrating  your  la- 
bours to  this  paramount  object  of  every  wise  and  good  man  it  is 
not  easy  to  say,  or  conceive,  how  useful  to  mankind  may  be  your 
beneficence.  The  modes,  in  which  tiiis  mighty  purpose  may  be 
accomplished,  are  too  many,  and  too  various,  to  be  enumerated 
on  such  an  occasion,  as  the  present.  Some  of  them,  however,  I 
will  endeavour  to  point  out  to  you  with  as  much  brevity,  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  permit. 

The  first  of  these  in  order,  and  to  you  of  the  highest  moinent,  is 
ihat  you  become  religious  yourselves.  ^I| 

Some  of  you  have  already,  1  trust,  assumed  this  character.'^ 
What  reason  can  be  given,  why  it  should  not  be  assumed  by  you 
all  ?  Here  you  have  lived,  as  equals,  in  harmony  and  friendship  ; 
have  stood  upon  the  same  level ;  have  pursued  the  same  studies ; 
and  injJulged  the  same  hopes  of  future  usefulness,  and  prosperity. 
You  are  all  about  to  enter  into  the  same  world.  Why  should  yoti 
not  act  in  it  with  the  same  beneficial  efficacy  ?  You  are  ail  bound 
to  eternity;  and  are  travelling  in  the  path,  which  wiil  conduct 
you  to  the  final  recompense  of  reward.  Why  should  you  not  re- 
ceive the  same  reward  ;  endless  happiness  ana  glory,  in  the  hea- 
V  en  of  heavens  ? 

The  value  of  this  attainment  no  numbers  can  estimate,  and  no 
imagination  conceive.  At  present  it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe, 
that  it  will  be  the  essential  means  of  enabling  you  to  perform  all 
the  duties,  and  to  do  all  the  good,  which  ha?  been  urged,  or  which 
will  be  urged,  in  the  progress  of  this  discourse.  Without  it  there 
is  the  utmost  reason  to  fear,  that  the  business  will  not  be  begun. 
Should  it  be  begun  ;  it  will  be  executed  in  a  lame  and  unhappy 
manner.  Without  it  you  may  indeed  move  in  this  mighty  con- 
cern ;  but  you  will  move  as  an  automaton  moves  ;  and  be  desti- 
tute of  a  living  principle. 

Of  such  a  principle  I  will,  however,  suppose  you  possessed  at 
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the  period,  all  along  referred  to  in  this  Discourse  5  and  will  urge 
you,  under  its  influence,  and  control,  to  recommend  Religion  to 
those,  around  you,  in  your  conve>-sation.  A  clergyman  of  high  re- 
spectability once  informed  me,  that,  after  he  had  received  a  li- 
cense to  preach,  and  was  on  the  point  of  parting  with  his  theolo- 
gical Instructor,  the  venerable  man,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said, 
"  My  young  friend,  wherever  you  are,  endeavour  to  drop  a  word 
for  God."     Let  me  urge  upon  you  this  excellent  advice.  ' 

There  is  much  conversation  concerning  Religion,  which  ought  not 
lo  exist.  Whenever  we  enter  into  this  field,  to  display  ourselves  ; 
to  exhibit  our  knowledge,  our  zeal,  our  humihty,  or  our  piety  ;  it 
is  questionable  whether  any  good  is  ever  done  ;  and  certain,  that 
we  do  much  harm. 

But  much  conversation  concerning  Religion,  cvhich  ought  to  existy 
does  not.  When  we  converse  on  this  subject  with  a  sincere  de- 
sign to  recommend  it  to  others,  and  to  persuade  them  to  become 
pious,  it  is  scarcely  possible,  that  we  shall  do  any  harm  ;  and  ab- 
solutely certain,  that  we  shall  do  much  good.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  such  a  design,  we  shall  choose  the  proper  occasions,  and 
converse  with  the  proper  persons,  in  the  proper  manner,  for  this 
end;  and  may  confidently  hope  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our 
endeavours. 

Should  you,  happily,  be  attentive  to  this  duty,  you  will  find 
cases,  daily  occurring  in  the  private  interview,  at  the  fire-side, 
and  in  the  social  circle,  of  performing  it  with  the  best  hopes  of 
doing  good.  A  single  sentence,  nay  a  single  hint,  has  not  unfre- 
quently  issued  in  the  eternal  life  of  the  person,  to  whom  it  was 
addressed.  Think  what  it  is  to  "  convert  a  sinner  from  the  er- 
ror of  his  way,  to  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  to  cover  a  multi- 
tude of  sins." 

You  will  not  believe,  that  I  suppose  it  proper  for  you  to  force 
such  conversation  upon  others.  This  would  defeat  the  end. 
Equally  would  it  be  defeated  by  assuming  an  air  of  authority  over 
them;  by  austerity;  by  moroseness  ;  by  gloominess  ;  by  a  dispu- 
tatious or  importunate  character ;  or  even  by  unfortunate  awk- 
wardness in  the  mode  of  communication.  It  is  the  word,  fitly 
"fpokenf  which  I  urge  upon  you,  and  this,  as  the  wisest  of  all  men, 
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correctly  translated,  has  said,  "  is  like  citrons  of  gold  in  baskets 
of  silver." 

But  beautiful  and  valuable  a?  such  words  are,  they  are  certain- 
ly much  less  frequenti)  spoken  on  this  ^reat  subject,  than  every 
good  man  must  wish.  Drtfidence  ;  the  fenr  of  giving  pain:  the 
fear  of  actii.g  with  impropriety,  of  beiig  "ensured,  or  of  being 
thought  of  unfavourably  ;  or,  what  is  more  than  all.  the  want  of  a 
fixed,  babituj|l  determii  ation  to  perforn  this  dutj  ;  prove  fatal 
hindrances  in  our  way.     Ltt  them  not  be  hindrances  to  you. 

What  you  thus  endeavour  to  diffuse  in  }oiir  conversation,  inva- 
riably labour  to  promote  hy  your  examplfi^  Thi?  will  seal  the  truth 
of  what  you  say;  lend  a  reality,  a  loveliness,  a  charm,  to  the 
cause  which  you  recommend  ;  and  give  an  eloquence,  a  persua- 
siveness, to  your  lips,  which  no  master  of  ihetoric  could  impart. 
As  another  most  important  means  of  doing  good.  I  exhort  you 
to  make,  the  support  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  a  settled,  and^om- 
manding.  purpose  of  your  lives.  ■^ 

The  Ministry  of  the  Gospel,  as  you  well  know,  is  an  institution 
of  Christ  himself;  an  institution  acknovi  led^ed  b}  Christiaiis  of 
every  class,  and  in  every  country.  It  is  an  institution,  absolutely 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  Reli- 
gion by  which  it  was  forcned.  God,  I  know,  and  all  men  know, 
who  know  any  thing  of  his  character  can  with  infinite  ease  sanc- 
tify and  save  men  without  the  instrumentality  either  of  Ministers, 
or  Bibles.  But  this  is  not  the  plan,  which  he  has  announced  in 
his  Word  ;  nor,  where  Ministers  and  Bibles  can  be  obtained,  pur- 
sued in  his  Providence.  He  has  always  honoured  his  own  insti- 
tutions; has  declared  himself  jealous  for  them  ;  and  has  taught  us 
in  a  manner  equally  forcible,  solemn  and  awful,  that  he  will  ho- 
nour no  other.  Nadab  and  Abihu  perished  for  departiii^  from 
one  of  them.  Those,  who  neglect,  or  depart,  from  one  of  them 
at  the  present  time,  will  not  prosper.  "  Faitb,"  saith  St.  Paul, 
"  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  b}  the  Word  of  God.  How 
shall  they  call  on  him,  in  whom  the}  have  not  belie\ed?  And 
how  shall  they  believe  in  him,  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ? 
And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?"  Such  were  the 
views  of  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  concerning  this  subject ; 
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and,  what  is  infinitely  more,  such  is  the  decision  of  the  Spirit 
of  God. 

The  support  of  Ministers  includes  two  things;  adequate  means 
of  living  ;  and  that  countenance  and  encouragement^  which  every 
man  mai^  give  in  his  own  sphere^  but  which  is  especially  to  be  looked 
for  from  persons  of  weight  and  influence  in  society. 

With  respect  to  the  former  of  these,  every  man,  even  of  mode- 
rate character,  who  pays  any  serious  attention  to  the  subject,  will 
be  obliged  to  confess,  that  ourcouiitrymeo,  to  a  great  extent,  have 
custotnarily  withholdenmore  than  is  meet.  To  no  class  of  men  has 
justice  been  more  extensively  denied,  than  to  Ministers  of  the 
Go'pcl.  There  are,  I  acknowledge,  honourable  exceptions  to  this 
renriark.      I  wish  the  number  were  greater. 

Our  ancestors,  whom  we  are  npt  to  consider  as  less  enlightened, 
and  particularly  as  less  liberal,  than  ourselves,  far  excelled  us  in 
just  views,  and  in  liberal  contributions,  respecting  this  object :  and, 
for  nore  than  one  hundred  yearsafter  the  colonization  of  the  coun- 
try commenced,  Ministers,  asa  bo  ly,  were  much  more  liberally  sup- 
ported than  they  have  been  within  the  last  fifty  years.  The  equita- 
ble rupport  of  a  Minister  includes,  beside  the  mere  decent  main- 
tenance of  himself,  and  his  family,  sufficient  provision  fora  proper 
education  of  his  children  ;  the  means  of  that  hospitality  which  is 
required  of  him  in  the  Scriptures  ;  and  such  provision  forsickness, 
old  age,  and  those  whom  he  may  leave  behind  him,  as  is  usually 
and  reasonably  expected  by  other  men.  I  need  not  say  how  con- 
siderable a  part  of  this  support  is  customarily  withheld  in  our  own 
country  ;  nor,  that  to  furnish  it  is  a  duty,  from  which  no  congre- 
gation can  be  excused  bt- f  j:  e  him,  who  hath  ordained,  that  "  those, 
who  preach  the  Gospel,  shall  live  of  the  Gospel." 

Very  erroneous  apprehensions  concerning  this  subject  have 
beeu  generally  entertained  by  mo*t  of  our  countrymen.  Few  of 
them  even  calculate  the  expense  of  liviiig  on  a  salary  ;  and,  there- 
fore, they  cannot  be  induced  to  believe,  that  it  can  be  what  it  really 
is.  It  is  time,  that  jU'^ter  views  were  formed  (;oncerning  this  sub- 
ject; a  id  juster  me  isures  a  lopted.  Bui,  if  such  a  reformation  is 
ever  to  take  place,  it  must  be  accomplished  by  the  good  sense,  the 
influence,  and  the  efforts,  of  men  distinguished  for  intelhgence  and 
worth. 
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Such  men,  also,  raust  uphold  Ministers  by  their  countenance,  their 
friendship,  and  the  respect,  which  they  render  to  their  persons,  oJjUce, 
and  ministration.  No  man  will  have  a  happy  influence  upon  socie- 
ty, who  is  not  respected  by  it ;  and  no  man  will  ordinarily  be 
respected  bj  persons  in  inferior  stations,  when  they  see  him  slight- 
ed, or  even  neglected,  by  their  superiors. 

Among  all  the  means  of  doing  good  to  your  fellow-men  there  is 
not  one,  which,  within  your  immediate  sphere  of  action,  promises 
more  certain,  or  more  important,  benefits  than  that  which  is  here 
recommended. 

There  are  many  other  way  s,  in  which  this  great  purpose  may 
be  advantageously  pursued.  But  they  must  be  left  to  your  own 
consideration,  and  to  that  course  of  Providence,  which  from  time 
to  time  will  present  to  your  view  both  them,  and  the  means  by 
which  they  will  be  accompli^•hed.  All,  that  with  propriety  I  can 
now  say  concerning  them,  is  ;  fix  in  your  minds  a  regular  course  of 
attention  to  them,  just  views  of  their  nature  and  importance,  ana! 
a  steadfast  habit  of  cheerfully  employing  in  their  promotion  your 
property,  and  your  exertions. 

The  present  day  is  a  period  of  wonders ;  and  among  all  those, 
which  it  has  brought  to  pass,  the  Charitable  efforts  for  the  salva- 
tion of  men  which  have  spread  over  a  great  part  of  the  Christian 
world,  are  certainly  the  most  astonishing.  Within  the  last  twenty 
years  a  new  order  of  things  has  arisen  in  the  spiritual  providence 
of  God  ;  in  several  respects  more  wonderful  than  any,  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  Apostolic  age.  The  minds  of  Christians, 
and,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  of  many  others,  have  been 
turned  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  to  the  great  business  of 
promoting  the  salvation  of  their  fellow-men.  In  this  work,  the 
numbers  engaged,  their  zeal,  their  liberality,  their  piety,  their  cha- 
rity, their  perseverance,  are  novelties,  which  have  outrun  all  ex- 
ample, and  all  expectation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  business  has  been  taken  up  with  system, 
and  forecast.  It  has  not  been  the  result  of  momentary  impulse ; 
a  flame  kindled  on  the  altar  of  passion,  or  enthusiasm.  It  is  the 
steady  sunshine  of  the  orb,  which  enlightens  the  universe ;  not  il- 
luminating only,  but  warming,  cheering,  quickening,  all  things  in 
its  way.     It  is  an  enertiy,  derived  from  heaven  :  and  proving  its 
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origin  by  *he  unchanging  activity  with  which  it  proceeds,  and  the 
benevolent  and  divine  effects  of  which  it  is  the  source.  For  this 
mighty  purpose  an  immense  number  of  Associations  have  been 
formed  in  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  the 
United  States,  in  Asia  ;  and  at  least  four  or  five  in  Africa  ;  one  of 
them  a  Society  of  Hottentots.  Ethiopia,  the  general  representative 
of  that  degraded  coulinent  in  prophecy,  has  thus  begun  in  a  mar- 
vellous manner  to  "stretch  forth  her  hands." 

By  these  Societies,  innumerable  religious  and  other  useful  books 
have  been  distrib:jted ;  a  vast  number  of  schools  erected;  half  a 
million  of  children  educated  in  the  most  necessary  knowledge,  and 
not  a  small  number  of  adults;  about  three  hundred  Missionaries 
sent  out  to  preach  the  Gospel ;  and  more  good  done  than  has  been 
done  with  the  same  labour  and  expense,  since  the  Reformation. 

In  the  year  1804,  asinallnumberof  highly  respectable  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain  formed  themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of 
printing,  and  distributing  the  Bible  without  note  or  comment.  The 
wisdom,  benevolence,  and  piety,  of  the  Institution  recommended 
it  to  the  respect,  and  attachment  of  Christians,  of  every  denomi- 
nation, in  a  degree  unprecedented.  Auxiliary  Societies,  either  to 
the  parent  Institution,  or  to  its  grand  design,  began  speedily  to  rise 
in  every  part  not  only  of  the  British  Empire,  but  of  the  Christian 
world.  The  number,  at  the  present  time,  is  probably  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  ;  of  which  one  hundred  and  fifty  have 
been  formed  in  our  own  country  ;  and  nine,  at  least,  are  National 
Societies. 

The  transactions  oithe  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  are  not 
less  wonderful  than  the  multiplication  of  its  auxiliaries.  During  the 
first  year,  its  whole  expenditure  was  less  than  ^3,100;  and  during 
the  twelfth  year  more  than  ^460,000.  During  the  twelve  years  it 
has  expended  upwards  of  two  millions;  and  distributed  1,557,973 
Bibles  and  Testaments.  All  this  has  been  done  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. 

Nobles,  princes,  kings,  and  emperors,  have  been  proud  to  have 
their  names  enro  led  as  friends,  and  patrons,  of  this  evangelical 
Institution:  while  those  of  inferior  orders,  even  peasants  and  ser- 
vants, nay  little  children,  have  crowded  around  the  charity  box 
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with  their  humbler,  but  not   less  liberal,   nor  less  honourable 
offerings. 

To  the  labours  of  thi*  nniiihty  Association,  a  vast  multitude  of 
others  of  ditfereiit  (Jer-rriplioiis  have  added  theirs  ;  all  directed  to 
the  same  end;  ail  advanciiig  the  san.e  silorious  purpo.-e.  The 
world  is  assuming  an  Evatsgelical  a>"peol.  Pitt)'  is  wonderfully 
prevailing;  (Jluiistians  arc  rapullv  iiicrcasiiig  in  their  numbers,  and 
in  their  [)urity*v.  A  multitude  of  Heathen,  and  a  number  of  Mo- 
hammedans, and  even  of  Jews  have  become  converts.  From  ten 
thousand  hills  prater  wafts  its  incense  to  the  heavens.  From 
millions  of  hands  flow  the  life-giving  streams  of  beneficence.  The 
Scriptures  have  reached  the  ship,  and  the  cottage  ;  and  have  shed 
the  light  of  life,  and  opened  the  gates  of  immortahty,  in  the  mine, 
and  the  dungeon. 

What  is,  perhaps,  even  more  wonderful  than  any  of  the  facts 
which  have  been  mentioned,  the  Catholicism  of  the  Gospel  has 
begun  powerfully  and  extensively  to  prevail ;  and  that  in  a  maR^ 
ner,  unparalleled  since  the  primitive  days  of  (he  Church,  Chris- 
tians in  great  immbers  have  begun  to  understand  the  difference 
between  ''tithing  mint,  anise,  and  cummin,  and  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law."  "  In  Hmdostan,"  says  the  eloquent  and  ex- 
cellent Buchanan,  'we  have  no  Episcopalians,  no  Pres-b^terians, 
no  Baptists,  no  Methodists;  but  man}  Christians."  The  day  is 
on  the  wing,  when  Christendom  wiil  in  this  respect  resemble  Hin- 
dostan.  Christians  will  be  multiplied  ;  seels  will  lose  their  bigot- 
ry, and  their  mutual  alienation. 

To  the  great  cause,  which  has  been  specified,  yon,  my  young 
friends,  will  be  summoned  by  your  Maker  to  yield  throughout  life 
your  hearts,  and  your  hands.  To  contribute  to  the  salvation  of 
theii  feilow-men  is  fa.-t  becoming  a  part  <jf  the  regular  business  of 
all  classes  of  society.  Peculiarly  is  this  true  concerning  men,  en- 
lightened and  iifltienlial.  Opposition  will  indeed  be  made  to  it. 
Avarice,  pride,  voluptuousness,  bigotry,  enthusiasm,  ^superstition, 
will  arrange  all  their  hosts  in  battle  array  against  the  Lord,  and 
against  his  anointed.  But  *'  lie  that  sitlet  i  in  the  heavens,  shall 
laugh.  The  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision."  In  all  the  at- 
tempts against  this  glorious  progress  of  chanty,  those,  who  have 
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made  them,  have  regularl}  beeji  foiled.  The  same  defeat  will  at- 
tend all  those,  which  will  be  made  heieafier.  The  tide  of  benefi- 
cence will  roll  on  with  an  irresistible  power;  and  all  its  opposers 
will  be  put  to  shame.  In  thi-^  Divine  work  enlist  \  ourselves  under 
the  banner  of  God.  as  jiood  soldiers  of  Christ ;  not  as  occasional 
recruits,  destined  to  tein[)orar^  and  desultory  services;  but  as  sol- 
diers for  life.  Make  it  a  pan  of  ^our  scheme  of  life  to  seize  every 
opportunit}  for  performiiig  this  exalted  dut).  *•  Occupy  titJ}our 
Lord  comes."  Put  out  all  )our  talents  on  the  richest  usury  ;  and 
at  the  great  reckoning  day  you  will  be  pronounced  to  have  well 
done. 

Among  the  Institutions,  formed  to  accomplish  this  glorious 
beneficence,  there  is  one,  which  claims  a  paramount  interest. 
Wise  and  good  men  at  length  have  seen  with  inexpressible  satisfac- 
tion a  National  Bible  Soc?^'^^  established  in  our  country  ;  an  Institu- 
tion, formed  on  the  best  principles,  and  fitted  to  unite  the  efforts 
of  all  such  men  in  promoting  the  glor}  of  their  Father,  Redeemer, 
and  Sanctifier,  and  the  salvation  of  their  fellow-men.  Here,  it  is 
believed,  the  energy  of  Anurican  Christians  will  centre  in  one 
common  channel,  and  flow  in  a  mighty  stream  of  beneficence 
through  the  world.  Lose  no  opportunity  of  employing  your  pow- 
ers and  means,  to  spread  thiough  this  channel  the  VV^ord  of  life  to 
every  region  of  darkness  in  other  lands ;  and  through  every  cot- 
tage, and  cabin,  in  your  own. 

You  will  soon  enter  the  eternal  world.  Live  so  here,  that  you 
may  enter  it  with  hope  and  ^oy.  Which  of  you  is  willing  to  leave 
this  world  in  terror;  and  make  your  appearance  in  that,  in  des- 
pair ?  Which  of  you  can  bear  to  be  re.ected  at  the  last  tribunal  ? 
Which  of  you  can  endure  to  cast  his  e}es  through  eternal  ages, 
and  see  no  good  in  store  for  himself?  Which  of  you  will  not  re- 
solve to  be  a  future  companion  of  angels,  and  enrolled  in  the  as- 
sembly of  the  first  born  ?  Wiiich  of  you  can  give  up  his  hopes  of 
the  celestial  paradise  for  an  endless  residence  in  the  blackness  of 
darkness?  As  you  would  avoid  this  miserable  destiny,  go  from 
this  house  with  a  final  determination  to  do  good  unto  all  men,  as  yon 
have  opportunity;  especially  to  the  household  of  faith.  You  will 
Dot,  indeed,  even  in  this  way  merit  the  blessing,s  of  eternal  life. 
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But  he,  who  died  that  you  might  live,  will  certainly  see,  remem* 
ber,  and  rev^ard^your  labour  of  love. 

After  the  close  of  this  week  you  will  never  meet  again  in 
the  present  world.  May  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  and  the  God 
of  all  grace,  in  his  infinite  compassion  grant,  that  you  may  next 
assemble  at  the  right  hand  of  the  final  Judge  ;  and  then,  and  for- 
ever, be  united  in  "  the  bond  of  love"  before  the  throne  of  the 
Majesty  in  the  heavens  ;  where  to  do  good,  and  obtain  good,  will 
be  your  divine  allotment  throughout  ages,  which  will  know  no  end. 
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